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INFLUENCE OF FRUCTOSE AND OTHER CARBOHYDRATES 
ON THE NIACIN REQUIREMENT OF THE RAT 

Bv JAMES M. HUNDLEY 

(From the Experimental liiology and Medicine Institute, National Institutes of 
Health, Bethesda, Maryland) 

(Received for publication, April 18, 1949) 

Krehl cl al. (1) have shown that certain types of carbohydrates alter the 
growth of rats on niacin-deficient rations. Starch, dextrin, glucose, and 
maltose increased growth, whereas sucrose decreased it, indicating that 
these carbohydrates modified the niacin requirement of the rat. These 
results might be exq^lained by assuming that the type of carbohydrate in- 
fluenced the amount of niacin synthesized by the intestinal flora. The 
evidence for this view was presented and discussed bj’’ these investigators 
(1). There are, however, many other possibilities which might explain 
these differences. 

The experiments to be reported here were designed to test the possibility 
that varying amounts of niacin may be required in the metabolism of differ- 
ent sugar units. 


EXPERISIENTAL 

The basal diet consisted of casein (“vitamin-free”) 9, gelatin (U. S. P.) 
3, L-cystine 0.15, carbohydrate 81, com oil 3, and salts 4 (2). Vitamins 
were incorporated in the diet in the followng amounts: thiamine 0.2, ribo- 
flavin 0.3, pyridoxine 0.25, calcium pantothenate 2, choline 100, inositol 
10, 2-methylnaphthoquinone 0.1, biotin 0.01, and ptero 3 'lglutamic acid 0.1 
mg. per cent. 2000 and 400 U. S. P. units of vitamins A and D respec- 
tively were given as a supplement to each rat twee weekly and 3 mg. of 
a-tocopherol per rat were given once each week. Weanling rats develop a 
niacin deficiency in 7 to 14 days if sucrose is used in this ration. 

The various experimental diets were made by substituting in the basal 
diet the following carbohydrates: levulose, 97 per cent practical grade or, 
in most instances, c.p. quality (Pfanstiehl) ; glucose, c.p. anhydrous 
(Merck); sucrose, commercial granulated; lactose, c.p. (Pfanstiehl); D- 
galactose (Pfanstiehl); white dextrin, N. F. V (Merck); corn-starch, 
(Argo); and, maltose (Nutritional Biochemicals). The starch, dextrin, 
sucrose, levulose, and glucose were free of detectable amounts (3) of niacin. 
The other carbohydrates were not assayed. Weanling male rats of Na- 
tional Institutes of Health (Sprague-Dawley) or Osborne and Mendel 
strains, weighing 40 to 50 gm., were maintained on the various diets in 
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individual suspended wire mesh cages. Litter mates were distributed to 
the various experimental groups by age and weight. Individual body 
weights were recorded three times weekly. 

The m'acin content of liver and thigh muscles was obtained by using the 
entire liver and the entire thigh muscles of one leg. The assa}'’ was made 
according to the microbiological method of Snell and Wright (3), slightly 
modified. Urinary iV^-methylnicotinamide determinations were made as 
described by Huff and Perlweig (4). 


Table I ' 

Growth of Rats As Influenced bij Various Carbohydrates and Niacin 




Growth* per wk. per rat 

No. of rats 

Carbohydrate 

No niacin added 

2 mg._pcr 
cent niacin 
added 


Fructose 

gm- 

1.5 ± 0.7t 

Sm. 

12.0 


Sucrose 

3.3 ± 0.94 

17.2 

6 

^ glucose, i fructose 

6.8 ± 1.1 

22.0 

15 

Glucose 

9.4 ± 0.71 

23.0 

6 

Dextrin 

13.5 db 1.2 

21.6 

10 

Starch 

12.9 ± 1.04 

22.7 

5 

Maltose 

10.2 ± 1.27 

28.6 

6 

^ glucose, J galactosej: 

18.0 *fc 1.14 

19.3 

5 

^ i lactose § 

2.3 d= 1.17 

12.0 


* The growth periods were 4 weeks on the unsupplemented diet and an addi- 
tional week on the niacin-supplemented diet, except for the Inst two groups in which 
3 weeks growth on the unsupplemented diet was used, 
t Probable error of the mean result, 
t All of the rats on this diet developed bilateral cataracts. 

§ Lactose and galactose, alone, were also used in these experiments. 


Results 

Effect of Various Carbohydrates on Growth — ^When diets containing the 
various carbohydrates were fed, wide differences in growth were observed 
(Table I). Each of the carbohydrates, except the glucose-galactose mix- 
ture, produced a deficiency of niacin as judged by growth of the same - 
animals before and after niacin was added to the diet. The marked 
sparing action of the glucose-galactose mixture has not been described 
previously, nor has it been studied further here. 

The most severe deficiencies were produced by fructose and sucrose. 
Glucose, a glucose-fructose mixture, and maltose produced somewhat less - 
severe deficiencies. In other experiments (see Fig. 1 and Table II) glucose 
produced growth somewhat superior to that shown in Table I. Starch and 
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BASAL (5 PAYS) 

SO^NIACIH / DAY (5 DAYS) 

IOO<* NIACIN /DAY (A DAYS) 
NO TREATMENT (5 DAYS) 

5 MG. NIACIN /DAY (5 DAYS) 


BASAL ( 5 PAYS ) 

SOlf NIACIN /DAY (5 DAYS) 
lOOY NIACIN /DAY (4 DAYS) 
HO TREATMENT (5 DAYS) 
5 MG. NIACIN /DAY (5 DAYS) 





0 20 40 60 80 100 -20 O 20 40 60 80 100 



0 20 40 60 80 100 



20 40 60 80 100 


TOTAL GRAMS OF WEIGHT GAINED (5 RATS PER GROUP) 

Fig . 1. Growth on various carbohydrates and test doses of niacin given subcu- 
taneouslj’. The growth periods represented above were begun after the rats had 
been on their respective diets for 3 weeks. The basal 5 day period, however, is a 
representative sample of their growth during the preceding 3 weeks. 


Table II 


Amount oj Dietary Niacin Required for Maximal Growth 


Kiadn 

Fructose 

Sucrose 

No. of rata 

Mean 

Probable error 

No. of ral5 

Mean 

j Probable error 

fn /. ^er ctnl 


«m. per vk. 
per rcl 



im. per vsk. 
Per rat 


0 

14 

2.4 


14 

3.1 


0.5 

10 

[ 4.5 


10 

6.6 


i . l ) 

13 

10.2 


19 

13.3 

±0.42 

1.5 

9 

12.8 

±0.94 

10 

15.4 

±0.60 

2.0 

9 

12.8 

±0.62 

10 

15.2 

±0.81 

2.5 

9 

11.8 

±0.56 




3.0 





15.4 


10.0 

14 

12.6 

±0.66 : 

10 

14.0 1 



z' 

Glucose 


Starch 

0 

■■ 


±0.57 

14 

mM 

±0.81 

0.5 

WSm 


±0.93 

15 


±0.90 

1.0 

mSm 


±0.69 

10 


±0.80 

1.5 

WSm 



5 

■^1 

±1.46 

2.0 



±0.76 

10 


±1.0 

3.0 

■■ 


±0.95 

10 

17.6 ' 

1 

±1.14 


Growth periods 4 weeks in all groups. 
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dextrin gave relatively good growth and seemed to produce a rather mild 
deficiency. Even here, however, there was still a definite requirement for 
niacin as judged by the response to added niacin. A glucose-lactose mix- 
ture seemed to produce a severe deficiency, but the results were complicated 
by the toxic effects of the high lactose concentration. The toxic effect of 
high lactose concentrations in low fat diets is well known (5). The results 
reported here with sucrose, glucose, dextrin, and starch confirm those of 
Krehl et al. (1). The influence of fructose in increasing niacin requirements 
has not been reported previously. 

It is of interest to compare the growth performance of the rats on sucrose 
and on a mixture of glucose and fructose which simulated sucrose. The 
rats on sucrose gained 3.3 gm. per week, while those on the glucose-fructose 
mixture gained 6.8 gm. per week, a difference of doubtful statistical signifi- 
cance. In another experiment (Fig. 1) the rats gained almost equally 
(4.6 and 4.3 gm. per week) on these two diets. In both experiments 
the rats were markedly deficient in niacin as judged by their growth re- 
sponse to it. The data would seem to exclude the possibility that a failure 
of the sucrose inversion mechanism is an important factor in these animals. 

Amount of Niacin Necessary to Produce Growth — It seemed quite possible 
that the fructose content of sucrose was the factor responsible for the action 
of the latter in increasing the niacin requirement. This possibility was 
investigated by comparing the minimal amount of niacin necessary to pro- 
duce maximal growth with fructose, sucrose, glucose, and starch (Table II). 
It can be seen that the growth peak occurred with 1.5 mg. per cent of added 
niacin in the fructose and sucrose diets. 1 mg. per cent of niacin gave 
maximal growth with glucose, while only 0.5 mg. per cent was necessary 
for starch. 

The differences between growth in the absence of niacin are strildngly 
brought out in Table II. In this series of animals, glucose gave about 4 
times as much groAvth as sucrose and about 5 times as much as fructose. 
It should also be noted that the maximal growth potential on these diets 
is different vdth the various sugars. Glucose and starch showed a con- 
siderably higher gro-vvth maximum than either sucrose or fructose. It is 
evident therefore that factors other than niacin limit the efficiency of 
utilization of fructose in this type of diet. Using another type of diet con- 
taining adequate protein, Bachmann et al, (6) observed no difference in 
growth rate between fructose and glucose. 

The high niacin requirement with fructose and sucrose might be ex- 
plained by assuming an increased metabolic need for niacin. Some evi- 
dence might be obtained relative to these possibilities by determining the 
relative tissue concentrations of niacin in these various groups of rats. 

Niacin Content of Lzver and Muscles — ^After 4 weeks on the various diets 
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most of the lats reported in Table 11 were sacrificed and the niacin content 
of the liver and hamstring muscles was determined (Table III). Rats sub- 

T-uilk in 


Amount of Xtadn tn Tissues .rls Inflitcnccd by Amount of Dietary Niacin and Various 

Carbohydrates 


1 

rniclo'c 

Sucrose 

Xiadn in diet 


1 Niacin ! 


1 Niacin 


No of rats ' 



No of rats 




I.i\ cr j 

Stu'de 

Liver 

Muscle 



rr. fer cent 


t per in. 

Y t'f frt 


Y fer tm 

Y fer m- 

0 

10 

i-n 

35 

14 

125 

45 



(131-150) 

(33-38) 


(112-140) 

(32-55) 

0.5 

5 j 

13S 

42 

10 

114 

35 



(125-155) 

(35-15) 


(100-120) 

(25-44) 

1.0 

10 1 

151 

42 

15 

135 

37 



(131-lSO) 

(38-47) 

1 

(110-155) 

(25-50) 

1.5 

5 

140 

55 

10 

150 

72 



(131-150) 

(47-00) 


(130-200) 

(54-96) 

2.0 

5 

101 

07 

10 

151 

73 



(152-lSO) 

(00-70) 


(130-163) 

(55-79) 

2.5 

5 

159 

79 


1 




(130-190) 

(75-85) 




3.0 

5 

172 

78 

10 

185 

96 



(100-195) 

(75-85) 


(164-220) 

(68-120) 

10.0 

5 

187 

75 

5 

170 

69 



(158-215) 

(71-85) 


(160-180) 

(65-80) 


Glucose 

Starch 

0 

10 

133 ! 

30 

14 

131 

35 



(118-150) 

(32-40) 


(120-150) 


0.5 

10 

140 

77 

15 

138 

39 

1 


(124-180) 

(09-90) 


(106-175) 

(33-48) 

1.0 

10 

155 

60 

10 

148 

64 



(142-190) 

(52-06) 


(132-183) 

(55-67) 

1.5 

10 

140 

81 

5 

113 

64 



(130-102) 

(50-120) 


(103-120) 

(62-67) 

2.0 

10 

155 

74 

10 

142 

71 



(130-180) 

(47-95) 


(130-150) 

(68-80) 

3.0 

9 

160 

75 

10 

139 

74 



(140-105) 

(00-82) 


(130-150) 

(65-85) 


The values in parentheses indicate the range. 


sisting on the niacin-free diets showed low tissue niacin, irrespective of the 
carbohydrate in the diet. These levels were comparable to those obtained 
previously in niacin-deficient rats (7) and to those reported by Singal et 
al. ( 8 ). 
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The results obtained from the liver analyses were somewhat difficult to 
interpret. None of the levels of niacin fed produced “normal” (f.c. about 
180 7 per gm.) liver concentration in the glucose and starch groups, nor was 
there a well defined maximum when these various groups were compared. 
On the other hand the fructose and sucrose groups showed approximately 
normal levels of liver niacin when 3.0 mg. per cent of dietary niacin was 
present. 

The reason for the failure of the rats receiving glucose and starch to attain 
normal niacin levels in the liver is not known. It ma}'- have been related 
to the presence of fatt}”- liver. Fattj’- liver seemed to be more prominent 
in rats receiving glucose or starch. Careful quantitative, comparative ob- 
servations were not made, however. Krehl et al. (9) found that fatty liver 
may interfere with the storage of niacin in this organ. 

The results wei’e somewhat more consistent in the muscle assaj'^s. If one 
arbitrarily adopts 60 y per gm. as the lower limit of nonnal, then 2.0 and 
1.5 mg. per cent of dietaiy niacin produced normal levels with fnictosc and 
sucrose respectively, while only 0.5 and 1 .0 mg. per cent were necessary for 
glucose and starch respectively. 

One further point can be made if the data in Table III are compared with 
the growth data in Table II. Since the niacin levels in tissue were similarly 
depressed in all of the niacin-free diets, it is evident that rats can grow at a 
rate of 12 to 15 gm. per week in the presence of these low niacin concentra- 
tions when metabolizing glucose or starch, but hardly at all when metabo- 
lizing fructose or sucrose. Tliis difference is even more apparent in the 
group receiving 0.5 mg. per cent of niacin, since the rats receiving starch 
grew maximally with low tissue niacin levels, while those on fructose and 
sucrose grew only about 30 per cent of the maximum, -with similar levels of 
tissue niacin. It would seem therefore that the concentration of tissue 
niacin must be more nearly normal before fructose and sucrose can be 
metabolized efficiently. 

Results with Subcutaneous Test Doses of Niacin — One difficulty that was 
inherent in the type of experiment reported above was that, although the 
amounts of niacin added to the diet were exactly equivalent in the various 
groups, the food intake varied considerably. This produced a constant and 
comparable intake of niacin per gm. of carbohydrate, but the total dailj’’ 
niacin intake varied uith the quantity of diet consumed. It seemed clear 
that the principal factor influencing food intake in these rats was the 
amount of added niacin. Nevertheless such factors as food texture and 
palatability, which have been reported to influence food intake in rats (10), 
might have introduced some error. 

Accordingly, another experiment was designed with fixed doses of niacin 
administered subcutaneously. Six matched groups of five rats each were 
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placed on diets wthout niacin, as indicated in Fig. 1. The weanling rats 
were maintained on these diets for 3 weeks. At the end of this period the 
total growth of each group of five rats in the following 5 days was recorded 
(basal 5 days). Then 50 7 of niacin Avere given subcutaneously to each rat 
dailj’’ for 5 days. This Avas not sufficient to cause a groAVth response in the 
sucrose, glucose-fmctose mi.\ture, or the fructose groups, but did cause a 
response in the starch and glucose groups. The amount of niacin Avas then 
increased to 100 7 daily. This produced a definite, though submaxiraal, 
response in all groups. The response of the fnictose groups Avas much less 
than that of the others. At the end of this period niacin Avas discontinued 
and all growth rates declined. The groups on glucose and starch continued 
to groAv above the basal level, lioweA’^er, Avhile the other groups, especially 
those on fructose, promptly declined below the basal IcA’^el. This Avould 
indicate that 100 7 of niacin per day Avere sufficient to permit some storage 

Table IV 


Excretion of N^-Metliijl nicotinamide As Influenced htj Diclnry Niacin and Certain 

Carbohydrates 

Four rats in each group. 


Niacin 

Per 100 pm. of rat per day 

Sucrose 

Fructose 

SUrcb 

mg. per cent 

y 

T 

T 

0 

38 

38 

30 

0.6 

20 

42 

35 

1.0 

31 

40 

64 

10.0 

361 

420 

420 


of niacin in the rats receiving dextrose and starch but not in the other 
groups. 

It should be emphasized that the doses of niacin used here Avere given 
irrespective of body Aveight. The average body Aveights at the time repre- 
sented in Fig. 1 Avere 51 and 41 gm. per rat in the fructose groups, 61 and 60 
gm. in the sucrose and glucose-fructose groups, as compared Avith 92 and 
66 gm. for the starch and glucose groups. Consequently, the rats in the 
fructose groups receiving 50 7 of niacin actually received about tAvice the 
dose of niacin per unit of body Aveight as did those in the starch group, al- 
though the latter responded to this dose, Avhile the former did not. 

Excretion of N^-Methylnicotinamide — ^It is knoxvn that rats Avill excrete 
appreciable quantities of most vitamins only Avhen they have a slight excess 
over their metabolic needs. It seemed possible therefore that additional 
information might be acquired by determining the level of niacin necessaiy 
to produce an increased excretion of IV^-methylnicotinamide (the principal 
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derivative of niacin in the urine of rats (11)). Preliminary experiments 
indicated that 2.0 to 3.0 mg. per cent of dietary niacin were necessary to 
produce appreciable excretion in rats on sucrose diets, whereas less was 
required with starch diets. 

Accordingly, small groups of rats were placed on various diets, as indi- 
cated in Table IV. Rats receiving none and 0.5 mg. per cent of added 
niacin showed similarly low excretion in all groups. However, 1.0 mg. per 
cent of dietary niacin produced an appreciable rise in excretion in the 
starch group but no comparable rise in the fractose and sucrose groups. 
10 mg. per cent of added niacin produced a marked rise in excretion in all 
groups, as expected. 

These data on iV*-methylnicotinamide have limited statistical significance 
because of the small number of animals and detoiminations. They were 
not extended further since the results agreed with data previousl}’’ obtained. 

DISCUSSION 

The data presented here seem to establish the fact that a relatively large 
amount of dietary niacin is required when fructose is the sole dietary carbo- 
hydrate. It appears fairly certain that the high niacin requirement with 
sucrose is due principally to its fructose content. Also it is probable from 
the studies reported by Krehl et ah (1) and from the data reported here that 
glucose in any of its foims results in a lower requirement for niacin. 

The mechanism by which these differences in niacin requirement arise 
is not clear, however. Since fructose and sucrose supported less rapid 
growth than glucose when fed in the tj’pe of diet used in this study, it is 
possible that these sugars have a “toxic” effect in high concentrations, just 
as lactose and galactose have. Wliether this would alter the requirement 
for niacin is not known. 

It is believed that the evidence presented in this communication sup- 
ports the idea that more niacin is actually needed in the metabolism of 
fructose, since rats receiving fructose grew well only when the concentration 
of tissue niacin approached normal, while rats receiving glucose grew well 
in the presence of reduced niacin levels. Furthermore, the data depicted 
in Fig. 1 indicate that more niacin is required to promote growth in niacin- 
deficient rats receiving fructose than in those receiving glucose. 

From Avhat is known concerning the pathway of enzymatic utilization 
of glucose and fructose, one would not expect any difference in niacin re- 
quirements. Nevertheless, many differences in the way the body handles 
these two sugars are lcno^vn. Their absorption from the intestine is differ- 
ent (12). Their effects on the respiratory quotient and blood lactic acid 
are different (13, 14). Less deposition of body fat occurs in animals re- 
ceiving fructose compared with glucose (6). The existence of separate 
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gluco- and fnictokinases has l3ecn demonstrated (15). IMany other differ- 
ences are kno\ra, but whicli of these, if any, are responsible for the altered 
niacin requirement is not evident. 

An influence of fructose on the niacin requirement would seem rather 
unusual. No other instance has been reported, to the best of our knowl- 
edge, in which the tj-pe of sugar unit metabolized increased the requirement 
for a \’itamin. 


SUXOIARY 

The niacin requirement of rats was greater on diets containing fructose 
or sucrose and less on diets containing de,\:trin or starch than on a diet in 
which the carbohydrate was glucose. 

Rats using fructose grew well onl}' when the levels of tissue niacin ap- 
proached normal. Similar rats metabolizing glucose grew well in the pres- 
ence of decreased concentrations of tissue niacin. 

The data suggest the possibilitj’' that more m'acin is consumed in the 
metabolism of fructose than of glucose. 

Possible mechanisms by which dietarj’- carbohydrates might alter the 
niacin requirement are mentioned. 
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ANALYSIS OF CERTAIN COMPONENTS OF SKELETAL 
MUSCLE DURING VITAMIN E DEFICIENCY* 

By charlotte E. RODERUCKf 

(From Ihc Biochemical Lahnratnry, College of ^fcilirinc, Slate Univcrsily of loan, 

Iowa City) 

(Received for publication, May 17, 1919) 

Within the past few years, the varied effects of vitamin E deficiency were 
reviewed bj' Pappenheimer (1), Mason (2), Hicicman and Harris (3), and 
iMattill (4). Further studies of the profound changes which its absence 
produces in the structure, composition, and particularly in the functional 
acti\dty of muscle tissue have not yet led to an understanding of its role. 
The biochemical approach has been from two points of view wliich are not 
mutuallj’’ exclusive. Tocopherol may inhibit oxidation in vivo as it does 
in vitro; or it may modify, possibly even participate directly in, cellular 
reactions, especially in those concerned Avith oxidation. 

The antioxygenic aspect is represented by the sparing action of tocopherol 
on vitamin A and carotene Avhich has been observed repeatedly, by the in- 
creased efficiency imparted to suboptimal doses of essential fatty acids 
(5), and the greater stability of the body fats when tocopherol is present 
in the diet (6). Furtheimore, in its absence, peroxides have been demon- 
strated in the tissues (7) ; the broAvn pigment which appears in certain organs 
and tissues is believed to consist of polymerized substances originating in 
unusual products of oxidation (8, 9). 

The relation of tocopherol to cellular oxidation is suggested by the higher 
rate of oxygen consimiption by muscle strips from animals on vitamin E- 
deficient diets. Slices demonstrate this increase less markedly (10), and 
homogenates not at all (11). Tocopherol phosphate reduces the activity 
of the succinic dehydrogenase system in preparations from normal and 
dystrophic tissues alike (12). Its action may be direct or indirect; by 
precipitating calcium beloAV the level of concentration necessary to acti- 
vate diphosphopyridine nucleotidase, it Avould preserve diphosphopyridine 
nucleotide (DPN) which inhibits succinic dehydrogenase (13), or it may 
inhibit DPNase directly (14, 15), thus protecting DPN, as has been shoAvn 
to happen in the lactic acid dehydrogenase system in heart muscle (16). 

* The content of this and the following paper was presented in part at the Inter- 
national Conference on Vitamin E, held under the auspices of the New York .Academy 
of Sciences, April 15 and 16, 1949. 

t Present address, Iowa State College, Ames. 
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In either case, the supply of DPN w^ould be reduced in vitamin E defi- 
ciency. 

Perhaps one of the functions of DPN is the transfer of phosphate (17). 
A diminished rate of phosphorylation of creatine by homogenates of muscles 
from certain species when deprived of vitamin E has been demonstrated 
(18); but normal phosphorylation was not restored by the presence of 
tocopherol phosphate. 

The nature of the substrate undergoing increased combustion in dys- 
trophic muscles is not known but the diminished creatine content of such 
muscles and the creatinuria, together with a considerable increase of creatine 
in the liver of dystrophic animals (19), tend to confirm the view that vita- 
min E may be linked with the metabolism of protein (8). 

This paper records further attempts to explore the role of vitamin E as 
a biological antioxidant and as an agent in the regulation of cellular oxida- 
tion. 


EXPERIMENTAL 

Biotin — The observation that biotin is destroyed by autoxidizing fats 
and is protected by a-tocopherol (20) prompted a studj^ of the biotin con- 
tent of normal and dystrophic muscles. On diets containing subnormal 
amounts of biotin, dystrophy due to lack of vitamin E might appear earlier 
than otherwise. 

Hamsters, guinea pigs, and rabbits were placed on the dystrophy-pro- 
ducing diet heretofore used (21). Control animals on the same diet were 
given a-tocopherol acetate^ in olive oil by mouth, the guinea pigs and rabbits 
15 mg. twice weekly, and the hamsters 7.5 mg. ; the guinea pigs were also 
given 15 mg. of ascorbic acid every 3rd day. 

Biotin, both free and combined, was deteimined microbiologically^ by 
the method of Coryell et al. (22), turbidity after 24 hours being measured 
in a Coleman No. 11 spectrophotometer at 650 m/i. 

Immediately after the animals were stunned and bled, distilled water 
homogenates were prepared as 1:20 dilutions. Tendinous material was 
removed by filtering through cheese-cloth, and aliquots were acidified, 
autoclaved, adjusted to pH 4.5, diluted to volume, and filtered. Because 
of the high content of sodium sulfate in the total biotin samples, a like 
amount was added to the standard biotin solution.® 

The results of the biotin study (Table I) were disappointing in that the 
differences between control and dystrophic animals were not significant. 

> lOndly supplied by Hoffman-La Roche, Inc., Nutley, New Jersey. 

- For the original culture of Lactobacilhts arabinosits, we are indebted to Dr. John 
R. Porter and the Department of Bacteriology. 

® Kindly supplied by Merck and Company, Inc., Rahway, New Jersey. 
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In tlic muscles of hamsters on biotin-low diet, free biotin was coUsiderablj' 
reduced, total biotin only slightly. Reduction of the biotin intake by in- 
clusion of egg albumin in the diet did not affect the rapidity with which 
dystrophy appeared. If fatty acid peroxides are present in dystrophic 
animals, they do not destroy biotin in vivo, perhaps because of lack of con- 
tact or because biotin is combined mth stabilizing substances. 

Table 1 


Biotin Content of Muscle front Animals u-ilh and withonl Vitamin E Supplement 
The values arc given in microgr.ams per gm. X 10’. 



Total biotin ^ 

Free biotin 

1 

j 

! + \ita- 
1 min E 



— vita- 
min E 

Hamsters (5, 5)* . ! 


32 

S.G 

7.7 

“ (5, 5) Oow biotin) i 


27 

5.3 

4.1 

Rabbits (7, G) 


13 

4.5 

3.0 

Guinea pigs (3, 2) . 


2S 

5,0 

6.4 


* Number of animals. 


Table II 

QOj of ilfuscle Strips from Animals toilh and unthoul Vitamin E Supplement 



Ringer 

Ringer + 
glucose 

Ringer + 
glucose -1- 
DPN 

Guinea pigs, — vitamin E (5)* 

2.0 

2.0 

2.4 

“ ” -t- “ “ (5) . 

1.5 

1.7 

1.4 

Rabbits, — vitamin E (7) . 

1.9 

1.9 

1.9 

“ + “ “(5).. . 

1.3 

1.2 

1.0 

Hamsters, — vitamin E (5) (but no dystrophy) 


3.1 

3.6 

“ + “ “ (4) .. . ' 


2.3 

2.4 


* Number of animals. 


Oxygen Uptake and DPN — ^The increased rate of oxygen consumption 
by dystrophic muscle strips was again confirmed in the case of all three 
species (Table II). This was most pronounced in rabbit muscle. It was 
also evident in hamsters which showed no external signs of dystrophy, 
although they had been maintained on the deficient diet for a longer time 
than is usually necessary to produce it. Age was not a factor, since all 
the hamsters were within a few days of the same age. 

The addition of various freely diffusible substances to the nutrient 
medium produced insignificant changes in the oxygen uptake, which im- 
plies that, even in dystrophic muscles, adequate amounts of substrate are 
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present. Any influence which DPN may have cannot be revealed merely 
by adding it to the medium in which the muscle is respiring, perhaps be- 
cause it does not penetrate. 

Glutamine — If there is an abnormal oxidation of muscle protein in vita- 
min E deficiency, this might be reflected in the level of free amino acids 
in muscle tissue. An amino aciduria has been demonstrated in patients 
with progressive muscular dystroplijr (23). Since skeletal muscle contains 
a large proportion of its free amino acids as glutamine (24), changes in the 
level of this storehouse of labile amino groups might be a sensitive index 
to an altered oxidative deamination. 

Glutamine was deteimined by the method of Hamilton (25), which de- 
pends on the fact that heating glutamine produces pyrrolidonecarboxylic 
acid which no longer reacts with ninliydrin to release carbon dioxide. 


Table III 

Glutamine in Muscle Carboxyl N from Animals with and 
idthout Vitamin E Supplement 



Non-glutamine ] 

Glutamine 

Otiinen, pig.s, -b vitamin E (6)* 

mg. per 100 gm. 

21.7 ± 8.2 

20.8 ± 4.1 

26.7 ±4.2 I 
27.6 ±4.4 

tng, per 100 gm. 

4.8 ± 2.7 

1.6 ±1.35 

8.7 ± 2.2 

6.7 ± 1.5 

II <1 ' _ II <1 

Habbits, vitamin E (6) 

*< “ (5) 



* Number of animals. 


From 2 to 4 gm. of muscle tissue were homogenized vdth appropriate 
volumes of picric acid, and the CO 2 from the amino acids present was 
measured in the Van Slyke manometric apparatus. Some of the samples 
of muscle were stored at —40° before analj’-sis. 

As shown in Table III, the skeletal muscle of dystrophic guinea pigs 
showed a striking decrease in glutamine content; in rabbits, the decrease 
from normal was less marked, and perhaps not significant. This species 
difference may be due to the fact that on the vitamin E-deficient diet rab- 
bits become dystrophic within 2 to 4 weeks, whereas guinea pigs require 
6 to 7 weeks. 

The total non-glutamine amino acid content of the muscles was influenced 
little, if at all, by vitamin E deficiency. A study of the distribution of 
other amino acids in this condition might be revealing. 

The function of glutamine appeal’s to be different from that of glutamic 
acid (26). Glutamine serves as a neutral storage (27) and transport (28) 
foi-m of labile amino groups. Its synthesis is an endothermic reaction (29) 
for which respiration or glycolysis (30) supplies the necessary energy. 
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Homogenates of rat and guinea pig livers synthesize glutamine if adenosine 
triphosphate, IMg'*^, and ammonia are present (31); wth pigeon liver 
preparations (32) and Avith an enz 3 Tne S 3 'stem obtained from sheep brain 
(33), liberation of inorganic phosphate parallels the reaction. 

The obserA’ed reduction in glutamine in the muscles of dystrophic ani- 
mals ma 3 ’' veil be an immediate and direct result of the loss, through com- 
bustion, of energ 3 ^ that is nonnall 3 ' stored in high energ 3 ’’ phosphate bonds. 
A significant decrease in the glutamine level of muscle has also been demon- 
strated in guinea pigs deficient in ascorbic acid (34). Wliether the func- 
tion of Autamin E is specific and hoAv it contributes to the normal economy 
of muscle metabolism in different species remain to be determined. 

The author is indebted to Dr. George Kalnitsk 3 f and Dr. H. A. Mattill 
for their suggestions. 


SUMMARY 

In nutritional muscular dystrophy resulting from a deficiency in vitamin 
E, the free and total biotin content of skeletal muscle from hamsters, rab- 
bits, and guinea pigs did not vaty from that of control animals. When 
the biotin content of the diet Avas loAvered (hamsters), that of the muscles 
AA'as also decreased, irrespectiA’’e of the adequacy of the vitamin E intake. 
It is therefore unlikely that vitamin E acts as an antioxidant in tissue to 
presen'^e biotin, although this relationship has been observed in the autox- 
idative destruction of biotin by unsaturated fats in vitro. 

The heightened consumption of oxygen by dystrophic muscle from guinea 
pigs and rabbits is again confirmed; muscle from hamsters that had not 
3 "et developed dystrophy shoAA^ed an increased uptake. The addition of 
various substrates and of DPN to the nutrient medium produced no alter- 
ation in the utilization of oxygen. 

The glutamine content of skeletal muscles of dystrophic guinea pigs Avas 
about one-third that of muscle from control animals, but the average con- 
tent of non-glutamine amino acids AA^as unchanged. In vitamin E-deficient 
rabbits, the difference Avas less marked. 

The possible significance of the decreased glutamine content is briefly 
discussed Avith reference to the energy relationships. 'Whether and hoAv 
vitamin E participates directly or indirectly in noimal muscle economy 
remain to be detennined. 
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{From the Biochemical Lahoralory, College of Medicine, Stale University of Iowa, 

loica City) 

(Received for publication, May 17, 1949) 

• Since the dicarboxj'lic acid sj'stem holds a central position in tissue metab- 
olism, the stud^' of possible alterations in this sj^stem in the muscles of 
\ntamin E-deficient animals was continued. Transamination between as- 
partic and a-ketoglutaric acids was investigated because of the many 
ftmetions which it appears to perform in carbohydrate, fat, and particularly 
protein metabolism, and in the regulation of cellular respiration. Transam- 
ination first claimed attention through the work of Braunstein and Krits- 
man (1). The limitations and specificity of transaminases were revealed 
by Cohen (2), the two known transaminases were isolated in reasonable 
purity bj-- Green, Leloir, and Nocito (3), and the conclusion of several in- 
vestigators that pyridoxal phosphate is the coenzyme has been widely 
confirmed. 


EXPEimrENTAIi 

The dietary production of muscular dystrophy has been described (4). 
Control rabbits and guinea pigs, on the same deficient diet, W’ere given 
orally 15 mg, of a-tocopherol acetate* in olive oil twice a week, and guinea 
pigs also received 10 mg. of ascorbic acid three times per week. The ani- 
mals were killed by a blow on the head and portions of the muscles of the 
hind legs were cooled, trimmed free of connective tissue and fat, quickly 
weighed on a torsion balance, minced with scissors, and homogenized in 
distilled water. After being strained through cheese-cloth to remove 
shreds of connective tissue, the mince (1 : 10 for guinea pigs, 1 : 5 for rabbits) 
was pipetted into chilled Warburg flasks. 

The manometric method used for the determination of transamination 
was essentially that of Green, Leloir, and Nocito (3), as adapted by Ames 
and Elvehjem (5) to the measurement of transaminase activity in tissue 
homogenates. However, the control flasks, instead of lacking a-keto- 
glutaric acid, contained the complete reaction mixture; the carbon dioxide 

* Aided by a grant from the John and Marj' R. Markle Foundation. 

t Present address. Children’s Fund of Michigan, 660 Frederick Street, Detroit 2, 
Michigan. 

* Kindly supplied by Hoffman-La Roche, Inc., Nutley, New Jersey. 
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TKANSAMINATION IN VITAMIN 15 DEFICIENCY 


released at zero time represented that coining from tissue and reagents 
prior to transamination. 

To provide further criteria for determining the significance of the results, 
several modifications were applied, (a) Aniline citrate was replaced in 
the side aim of some flasks by 0.50 ml. of 1 n hydrochloric acid for the pur- 
pose of measuring the carbon dioxide formed through the spontaneous de- 
composition of oxalacetic acid to pyruvic acid during the 10 minute reaction 
period. (5) In certain experiments, 0.05 mg. of pyridoxal phosphate (as 
the calcium salt)^ in aqueous solution was substituted for 0.50 ml. of water, 
(c) To ascertain whether any apparent change in the rate of transamination 
in dystrophic muscle might be due to an increased removal, by some alter- 
native pathway, of the oxalacetic acid formed, solutions of sodium oxalace- 
tate in various concentrations, instead of sodium aspartate and sodium 
a-ketoglutarate, were used as substrates for various concentrations of tissue. 
The volume of the reaction mixture Avas maintained at 3.0 ml. 

The rate of transamination is expressed as microliters of CO 2 per 100 
mg., wet Aveight, of tissue, and also per 10 mg., diy Aveight, of homogenate, 
and per mg. of total nitrogen of homogenate. The diy Aveight of samples 
Avas determined by evaporation to constant Aveight at 110°. Total nitro- 
gen Avas deteiminod by a micro-Kjeldahl method. In the experiments on 
decomposition of oxalacetic acid, the oxalacetic acid recovered is reported 
as per cent of the amount originally added. 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

As shoAvn in Table I, the transaminase acthfity of homogenates of dys- 
trophic guinea pig muscle Avas less than half that of normal muscle; dys- 
trophic rabbit muscle shoAA^ed a similar but less striking diminution. 
These results are uniform, AA^hether expressed on the basis of Avet weight 
of the tissue, of dry Aveight, or of total nitrogen content of the homoge- 
nate. The altered transaminase activity is thus not a reflection of the 
gross changes in tissue stmeture and composition accompanying dys- 
trophy. Age AA’as not a significant factor, for the control animals Avere, 
as nearly as possible, of the same age as the experimental animals at the 
time of use. A feAA" determinations made on older animals suggest that 
transaminase actiAuty, like succinic dehydrogenase activity (6), decreases 
Avith age. 

In both species, the addition of 0.05 mg. of pyridoxal phosphate (Table I) 
produced no change in the evolution of CO 2 from either homogenate. 
This amount of pyridoxal phosphate AAms such as to alloAv coenzyme- 
enzyme complex fonnation in the 12 minutes of the equilibration period 
eA^en in the presence of the aspartic acid substrate (7), and could therefore 

Kindly supplied by Merck and Company, Inc., Rahway, Ne\\’ Jersey. 
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be expected to restore the enzyme activity if coenzyme concentration had 
been the limiting factor (S). 

An apparent decrease in transamination might be occasioned by an in- 
creased rate of removal of o.xalacetate by other reactions (9). Table II 
shows that a 1:20 homogenate of dystrophic guinea pig muscle allowed 
recoverj’- of appro.ximateh' the same per cent of oxalacetic acid after the 
reaction period as did normal muscle. With a 1 : 10 homogenate of dys- 
tropliic muscle, the recoveiy of added o.xalacetate was the same as with 


Table I 

Transaminase in Muscle of Guinea Pigs and Rabbils 



Average amount of COj evolved 


Per JOO mg., 

1 wet weight 

Per 10 mg., 
dry weight 

Per rog. N 

Guinea pigs 


ri. 

1 id 


Nonnal (11)* 

505 ± 117 

[ 289 ± 83 

242 dh 53 

Dystrophic (10) 

231 ± 91 

136 ± 36 

123 ± 36 

Normal (5) . 

470 



“ -f pyridoxal phosphatef . 

468 



Dystrophic (4) 

194 



“ -b pjnidoxal phosphatef 

182 



Rabbits 

Nonnal (10) 

92 =b 14 

84 ± 16 

63 ± 15 

Dystrophic (8) 

70 ± 15 

51 ± 13 1 

40 ± 12 

Normal (3) 

90 



“ + P3Tido\al phosphate! 

86 



Dystrophic (3) 

65 



“ + pyridoxal phosphate! 

60 




* Number of animals. 

t 0 05 mg. of pyridoxal phosphate in 0 5 ml of water. 


the 1:20 homogenate, whereas with normal muscle it was, if anything, 
less, a result exactly opposite to that which would indirectly account for 
the diminished transamination. 

The data on rabbits further justify the conclusion that the reduction in 
transamination is not an artifact produced by the increased removal of 
oxalacetic acid by some alternative pathway. In the case of the two higher 
concentrations of rabbit muscle homogenate, the recoveiy of oxalacetic acid 
was noticeably greater with dystrophic muscle than with normal muscle, 
indicating that normal muscle possesses a better mechanism for disposing 
of excess oxalacetate than does dystrophic muscle. 
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transamination in vitamin e deficiency 


Incidentally, the amount of carbon dioxide released by hydrochloric acid 
at the end of the 10 minute reaction period was in all cases found to be 
small, about 10 per cent of the total CO 2 released by aniline citrate. No 
significant amount of oxalacetic acid was therefore broken down to pyruvic 
acid and carbon dioxide in either normal or dystrophic muscle homogenates. 

In a study of the transamination reaction between alanine and a-keto- 
glutario acids, Vyshepan found no difierence between normal and dys- 
trophic rabbit muscle (10). There seems to be no quantitative infoima- 
tion on transamination between aspartic and a-ketoglutaric acids in rabbit 
skeletal muscle, but, according to Cohen and Ilekhuis (9) this reaction in 
rat skeletal muscle is about 20 times the magnitude of the alanine-a-keto- 

Table II 


Decomposition of Oxalacclic Acid by Muscle Homogenates 


Oxalacetic acid 
added 

Amount and concentration 
oi homogenate 

Per cent recovery of added oxalacetic acid 

Normal 

Dystrophic 

Guinea pigs 


ml. 

■■■■■ 



0.5 (1:20) 



1.6 

0.6 (1:20) 



1.6 

1.0 (1:10) 



Rabbits 

O.S 

0.5 (1:20) 


■PH 

1.6 

0.5 (1:5) 



1.6 

1.0 (1:5) 

IHIH 



* Number of animals in the average. 


glutaric exchange. Analogies are uncertain because of species variations, 
but Vyshepan’s system might not have revealed any differences existing 
on so much smaller a scale. 

The effects of a decrease in transamination on metabolism as a whole 
can only be conjectured. Koshtoyants and Hj'-abinovskaya (11) found 
that in embryonic rabbit muscle the onset of transamination is coincident 
with the appearance and accumulation of phosphocreatine and the estab- 
lishment of rapid contraction. 

Glutamine does not undergo transamination (12). Dystrophic muscles 
contain less glutamine than normal muscles (13). The blocking of amida- 
tion could lead to a higher concenti’ation of glutamic acid, and, if this can- 
not undergo the normal amount of transamination, its disposal might be 
channeled to oxidative deamination. Loss of enzymes due to partial inani- 
tion (14) might account in part for the changes observed in dystrophy. 
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The authors are indebted to Dr. George Kalnitsky for his suggestions 
and continued interest. 


SmiALARY 

The aspartic-glutamic transaminase activity of skeletal muscle homo- 
genates from guinea pigs and rabbits, made dystrophic by lack of vitamin 
E, was one-half to two-thirds that found for muscle homogenates from con- 
trol animals. Activity was not restored by addition of the coenzyme, 
pyridoxal phosphate. 

The decrease was not the result of increased removal of oxalacetate by 
some alternative pathway; excess oxalacetate was more readily disposed 
of by normal than by dj’’strophic muscle homogenates. 

The possible relations between diminished transamination and the in- 
creased oxygen consumption of dystrophic muscle are briefly discussed. 
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THE RATES OF iVBSORPTION AND THE FORMATION 
OF LIVER GLYCOGEN BY METHIONINE, 

CYSTINE, AND CYSTEINE* 
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University, Washington) 

(Received for publication. May 17, 1949) 

Chase and Lews (2) found the rate of absorption of DL-methionine 
from the gastrointestinal tract of the white rat to be 53 mg. per 100 gm. 
of body weight per hour.* This value was based upon the increase in 
the amino nitrogen content of the gastrointestinal tract after feeding DL- 
methionine determined by the Van Slyke method. Andrews, Johnston, 
and Andrews (3) reported that methionine was absorbed more rapidly 
than cystine in a dog wth an isolated intestinal loop. These investiga- 
tors determined total sulfur, by the Benedict procedure, in the washings 
of the unabsorbed material in the loop. Both of these observations were 
made some time ago and, apparently, are the only ones in the literature. 

The rate of absorption of L-cystine from the gastrointestinal tract of 
the white rat was determined by Wilson (4) to be 30.5 mg. per hour. 
Wilson estimated the amount of unabsorbed cystine by the Folin-Marenzi 
(5) cystine method. Sullivan and Hess (6) repeated the experiment of 
Wilson and obtained the same rate of absorption when the cystine was 
estimated by the Folin-Marenzi method, but when the Sullivan cystine 
method was used the rate of absorption was found to be 49.3 mg. per 
hour. The Okuda (7) iodometric cystine method was also used by Sulli- 
van and Hess (6) and it gave a rate of 49.2 mg. per hour. The lower 
rate given by the Folin-Marenzi method was believed to be due to the 
presence of material other than cystine in the gastrointestinal tract that 
reacted as cystine in this method but did not react when the more specific 
Sullivan and Okuda methods were used. 

Recently Schofield and Lewis (8) have studied the rates of absorption 
of the various optical isomers of alanine and found some differences in 
their rates of absorption. The early w’ork on methionine was done with 
the DL isomer and on cystine with the l isomer. The present study is 
concerned with the rates of absorption of the several optical isomers of 

* A report ou a part of this work was presented at the meeting of the American 
Society of Biological Chemists at Atlantic City, March, 1949 (1). 

' Hereafter the expression “per 100 gm. of bodj' weight per hour” will be abbre- 
viated to “per hour.” 
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LIVER GLYCOGEN 


these two amino acids and of cj'^steine. The absorption rates, following 
administration of the amino acids for various periods, have been deter- 
mined by estimation of the amounts of the amino acids remaining in the 
gastrointestinal tract by colorimetric methods and also by the determina- 
tion of the total sulfur present. The rate of absorption of L-methionine 
did not differ significantly from that of n- or DL-methionine, nor were any 
significant differences found between the rates of absorption of L-, D-, or 
DL-cystine. The rate of absorption of mesocystine, however, was lower 
than the rates of the other C 3 ''stine isomers. 

Chase and Lewis (2) found that the feeding of DL-methionine did not 
lead to the formation of liver glycogen, a finding confirmed in the present 
work. Vars (9) has reported that the injection of methionine into a 
phlorhizinized dog results in the secretion of e.vtra urinarj’’ glucose. The 
formation of glycogen in the liver following the administration of L-cystine 
according to Butts, Blundcn, and Dunn (10) and of either L-cystine or 
L-cysteine according to Medes and Vitanza (11) does not occur, although 
Daldn (12) had early reported extra glucose formation in the phlorhizin- 
ized dog following L-cysteine injection. Stbhr (13), however, did find an 
increase in liver glycogen after the ingestion of both L-cystine and l- 
cysteine, and Kubo (14) reported an increase in blood sugar in rabbits 
after feeding L-cystine. The experiments described in this paper show 
that both L-cystine and L-cysteine caused an increase in liver glj'^cogen. 

EXPERQIENTAL 

The general procedure was the same as that previously used by Sullivan 
and Hess (6). Male white rats, weighing 150 to 200 gm., previously 
fasted for 24 hours, were used. The amino acids Avere administered, by 
stomach tube, as the sodium salts, except in one experiment in which 
cysteine hj’-drochloride was employed. The amount of each amino acid 
fed was approximately 75 mg. per 100 gm. of body Aveight for the 1 hour 
absorption period, and 150 and 250 mg. per 100 gm, for the 2 and 3 hour 
absorption periods respectively. The entire gastrointestinal tract was re- 
moA’-ed at the end of the absorption period and extracted, in a Waring 
blender, AA'ith 10 per cent aqueous sulfosalicylic acid and then filtered. 
In those instances in which the total sulfur was determined, 10 per cent 
trichloroacetic acid replaced the sulfosalicylic acid. 

Cj’^stine was determined as previously described by Sullivan and Hess 
(6). Metliionine was determined by the McCarthy-Sullivan (15) method 
as used by Hess and Sullivan (16). Glutathione was determined by 
the Okuda (7) iodometric method. Total sulfur was estimated by the 
method of Pollack and Partansky (17). 

The L-cystine and sjmthetic DL-methionine were Eastman products. 
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Resolution of the DL-metliionine was effected by the procedure of Teas, 
Horomtz, and Fling (IS). For the preparation of the Di>c 3 -stine and 
the mcsocj-stinc and the resolution of the DL-cystine the methods of du 
^’Igneaud, Doifman, and Loring (19) were used. The rotations of the 
various isomers were measured in a Schmidt and Haensch polarimeter 
and were found to be within the ranges reported for n- and L-C 3 "stine and 
D- and L-methionine. The C3’steine }i 3 ’drochloride was prepared b3’’ the 
reduction of the L-C3'stine with tin and hydrochloric acid, removal of the 
tin, and cr 3 'stallization of the h 3 -drochloride. The purit 3 ’’ of the several 
isomers of c 3 'stine was tested by the SuUivan method with a sample of 
L-C 3 'stine of known purit 3 ’- as the standard. All of the isomers were at 
least 99.8 rt 0.3 per cent pure. The purit 3 ’- of the C 3 'steine h 3 ’-drochloride 
was determined b 3 ’’ an Okuda titration on an aliquot of known concen- 
tration. A second aliquot of the same C 3 'steine solution was used for a 
C 3 'stine determination b 3 ’' the Sullivan method after the C 3 'steine had been 
oxidized. The purit 3 ^ of the C 3 'steine h 3 ’drochloride was at least 98.6 per 
cent. ' The l-, d-, and DL-methionine samples were matched against a 
standard sample of s3Tithetic DL-methionine of Ioioto purit3’’ b3' the 
coloiimetric method of jMcCarthy and Sullivan (15). All of the methio- 
nine samples were at least 99.4 ± 0.5 per cent pure. 

Gl3’'cogen was determined by the method of Good, Kramer, and 
Somog3d (20). In the experiments in which both the rate of absorption 
of the particular amino acid and the liver gl3’’cogen were determined, the 
rats were fasted for 48 instead of 24 hours. During the fasting period 
the rats had free access to water. 


Results 

Cystine and Cysteine — ^The results for the various isomers of C 3 'stine 
and for cysteine are given in Table I. The rate of absorption of l-c 3 ^s- 
tine previously found b 3 " Sulhvan and Hess (6) was 49.3 mg. per hour, in 
close agreement with the present value of 49.9 mg. per hour. The rate 
of absorption of D-c 3 ’^stine is 45.6 mg. per hour, slightly less than that of 
L-cystine but not significantly different. Loring and du Yigneaud (21) 
found that the dl isomer is a racemic compound and not a racemic mix- 
ture. This fact may explain our finding that DL-cystine has a sfightty 
higher rate of absorption than either the d or the l isomer. Mesocystine 
had an absorption rate of 41.3 mg. per hour, a value definitely lower thaTv 
that of any other isomer. The rate of absorption of L-cysteine is lower 
than the rate of any of the cystine isomers, especially when the cysteine 
was used as the hydrochloride and not as the sodium salt. The rates of 
absorption, calculated from the amounts of total sulfur in the gastroili- 
testinal tract, did not differ materially from those obtained by the SuUi- 
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Table I 


RgIcs of A.bsoTption of Opticol Isoiticrs of OysltJic otid of Cysteine Red A.s Sodiu77i Solis 


Compound 

No. of 
animals 

Time 

Rate, mg. per 100 gm. per hr. 

Sullivan-Hcss method 

Total sulfur 



ItTS. 



DL-Cystine 

6 

2 

53. C 

52.1 (4)* 


1 

1 

54.8 



1 

3 

52.5 


Average . 



53.6 ± 1.5t 

52.1 (4) 

L-Cystine 

17 

2 


■hB 


1 

1 


HiEEH 


7 

3 

■■■ 


Average . 



49.9 ± 2.8 

47.5 (9) 

D-Cystino 

6 

2 

45.7 



1 

1 

43.4 



2 

3 

47.3 


Average 



45.6 ± 2.6 

45.7 (7) 

Mesocystine 

4 

2 

42.8 

41.3 (4) 


1 

1 

38.8 

39.7 (1) 


2 

3 

38.3 

37.8 (2) 

Average 



41.3 ± 3.3 

40.4 (7) 

L-Cysteine 

12 

2 

41.2 

38.5 (4) 


1 

1 

39.0 

36.6 (1) 


S 

3 

44.7 

42.8 (4) 

Average 



41.4 d= 2.6 

38.9 (9) 


n 

2 

25.7 

23.4 (2) 


* The figures in paientheses are the number of rats used for tlie average, 
t Standard deviation. 

t The cysteine hydrochloiide was not neutralized. 


van colorimetric method. This finding confirms the previous conclusion 
of Sullivan and Hess (6) that the rate based on the cystine determination 
by the Polin-Marenzi method was too high. 

Methionine — In Table II are given the results on the isomers of methio- 
nine. Both D- and DL-methionine gave values varying but little from 
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that of 35.7 mg. per hour for L-methionine. These values, however, are 
lower than those obtained for the sodium salt of DE-methionine by Chase 
and Lewis (2) who reported an absorption rate of 53 mg. per hour. These 
investigators used the Van Slj'ke amino nitrogen method to determine 
the amount of methionine remaining in the gastrointestinal tract. The 

Table II 


Hales of Absorption of Optical Isomers of Methionine Fed As Sodium Salts 


Compound 

No. ol 

Hmc 

Rate, mg. per 100 gm. per hr. 

aalmals 

S uUi van -McCarthy 

Total sulfur 



krt. 


■■■1 

D-Methionine 


2 

35.2 

KkilSiH 



1 

37.2 



11 

3 

35.7 


Average 



35.6 ± 1.4t 

35.8 (11) 

L-Methionine 

6 

2 

35.9 

34.2 (6) 


1 


33.0 



4 


37 A 

35.1 (4) 

Average 


SB 

35.7 =b 1.1 

34.5 (10) 


6t 

2 

34.1 


DL-Methionine 

7 

2 

38.7 

38.4 (4) 


1 

1 

39.6 




3 

34.5 


Average 



38.5 ± 2.5 

38.4 (4) 


6t 

2 

39.2 



* The figures in parentheses arc tlie number of rats used for the average. 
t Standard deviation. 

J The rate in this series nas calculated from amino nitrogen determination. 


amino nitrogen method of Pope and Stevens (22) has been found to give 
more satisfactorj' results than the Van Slyke procedure and one series of 
determinations by this method was run. Absorption rates of 34.1 mg. per 
hour for L-methionine and 39.2 mg. per hour for nn-methionine were 
found, in confirmation of the values obtained by the colorimetric method. 
The rates of absorption calculated from the amount of sulfur remaining 
in the gastrointestinal tract were essentially the same as those obtained 
by both the colorimetric methionine method and the estimation of the 
amino nitrogen. 
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Glycogen — The data on the determination of gl 3 'cogen in the livers of 
the rats fed L-cystine, L-cysteine, and L-methionine are given in Table 
III. The glycogen content of the livers of the rats fed L-methionine for 
2 and 3 hours was not increased over that of the controls. The feeding 
of both L-cystine and L-cysteine increased the glycogen content of tlie 
livers. After 2 hours the L-c 3 '-stine was more effective in increasing liver 
glycogen than the L-cysteine, owing, perhaps, to its more rapid rate of 
absorption; after 3 hours the L-c3’-steine produced more glycogen than did 
the L-C 3 ''stine. These results confirm the findings of Stohr (13), who also 
fed the sodium salts of the amino acids, and found, after 6 hours, liver 
glycogen contents of 0.37 and 0.58 per cent from cystine and cysteine 
respectively. Medes and Vitanza (11), following the procedure of Butts 
ei al, (10), suspended the insoluble cystine in gum tragacanth, thus, per- 
haps, reducing its absorbability. The control rats of hledes and Vitanza, 


Table III 

Glycogen Content of Livers of Rats Fed Amino Acids 


Compound 

No. of rats 

Time 

1 

^ Glycogen 

Controls 

13 

hrs. 

per cent 

O.Oi ± 0.015 

L-Cysteine 

11 

2 

0.83 


C 

3 

1.11 

L-Cystine 

8 

2 

1.64 


7 ! 

3 

0.4G 

L-Methionine 

4 

2 

0.04 


4 

3 

0.03 


fasted for 24 hours, had a high glycogen content, averaging 0.114 per 
cent, compared vdth 0.04 per cent glycogen in our control rats, while 
their rats fed the amino acids were fasted for 36 hours. In one experi- 
ment with cystine in which the procedure of Stohr was followed Medes 
and Vitanza found a slight increase in liver glycogen. 

Cystine and Methionine in Liver — The livers from several of the rats 
fed L-cystine and L-methionine and also from four control rats were de- 
proteinized %vith 10 per cent trichloroacetic acid. The livers from the 
cystine-fed rats showed an increased glutathione content, 0.35 per cent 
as compared with 0.18 per cent in the control livers. Sullivan and Hess 
(6) had previously made the same observation. The free cystine content 
of the livers, determined by the Sullivan method applied to the trichloro- 
acetic acid filtrates, of both sets of rats was of the same order, approxi- 
mately 5 mg. per cent. No free methionine was found by the McCarthy- 
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Sullivan (15) method in the trichloroacetic acid filtrates from the livers 
of the control rats, -while those fed n-methionine for 2 hours showed an 
average of 0.11 per cent metliionine. The glutathione content of the 
livers of the methionine-fed rats was the same as that of the livers of the 
control rats. Determination of the total sulfur in the protein-free e.x- 
tracts of the livers of the rats fed n-methionine showed a marked increase 
over that of the control rats. The sulfur content of the free methionine 
found in these extracts accounted for 20 per cent of the extra sulfur. The 
nature of the remaining sulfur is now under study. A portion of it may 
be homocj’stine and there is also the possibility that cj'stathionine ma}^ 
be present, although so far there is no evidence of the latter compound. 

SUIIM-XRY 

The sodium salts of n-, nn-, n-, and mesocystine were fed to white rats 
for periods of 1, 2, and 3 hours. The rates of absorption were calculated 
by determining the cj’stine remaining in the gastrointestinal tract. The 
values for l-, d-, and nn-cystine were 49.9, 45.6, and 53.6 mg. per 100 gm. 
per hour respectively, not significantly different, while the rate for meso- 
cystine was 41.3 mg. per 100 gm. per hour. The above values were 
based on the determination of C 3 'stine b 3 ’- the Sullivan method. Estima- 
tion of the C3’stine as calculated from the total sulfur content of the 
gastrointestinal tract gave results in close agreement. No differences in 
the rates of absorption were found after 1, 2, or 3 hours of feeding. Cys- 
teine hydrochloride was absorbed slowl 3 ’-, while cysteine, fed as the so- 
dium salt, was absorbed at a decidedly faster rate, 25.7 mg. and 41.4 
mg. per hour respectively. 

The rates of absorption of n-, ]>, and DL-methionine, fed as the sodium 
salts, were 35.6, 35.7, and 38.2 mg. per 100 gm. per hour respectively. 
These values are based upon the determination of methionine by the 
McCarthy-SuUivan colorimetric method. The methionine was also deter- 
mined by calculation from the total sulfur and the amin o nitrogen of the 
gastrointestinal tract. The values thus obtained were in agreement -with 
those determined b 3 '^ the colorimetric method. 

The feeding of both L-cystine and L-C3’^steine produced extra liver gly- 
cogen, while methionine did not. 

The feeding of L-cystine produced extra glutathione in the liver; methio- 
nine did not. Considerable unexplained extra sulfur was foimd in the 
livers of the methionine-fed rats. 

All of the gb’^cogen determinations were run by Mrs. B. T. Smith, 
whose assistance is gratefully acknowledged. 



30 


LIVER GLYCOGEN 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 

1. Hess, W. C., Federation Proc., 7, 159 (1948). 

2. Chase, B. W., and Lewis, H. B., J. Biol. Chem., 101, 735 (1933). 

3. Andrews, J. C., Johnston, C. G., and Andrews, K. C., Am. J. Physiol., 116, 188 

(1936). 

4. Wilson, R. H., J. Biol. Chem., 87, 175 (1930). 

5. Folin, 0., and Marenzi, A. D., J. Biol. Chem., 83, 103 (1929). 

6. Sullivan, M. X., and Hess, W. C., Puh. Health Rep., U. S. P. H. S., svippl. 81) 

(1931). 

7. Okuda, Y., J. Dept. Agr., Kyushu Imp. Univ., 2, 133 (1929). 

8. Schofield, F. A., and Lewis, H. B., .7. Biol. Chem., 168, 439 (1947). 

9. Vars, H. M., Proc. Soc. Exp. Biol, and Med., 31, 129 (1933-34). 

10. Butts, J. S., Blunden, H., and Dunn, M. S., J. Biol. Chem., 124, 709 (19.38). 

11. Medes, G., and Vitanza, I., Biochem. J., 33, 1570 (1939). 

12. Dakin, H. D., J. Biol. Chem., 14, 321 (1913). 

13. Stohr, E., Biochem. Z., 299, 242 (1938). 

14. Kubo, K., Osaka Igk. Z., 35, 2193 (1930); .Japan ./. Med. Sr., IV, Pharmacol., 

10, abstr. 48. 

15. McCarthy, T. E., and Sullivan, M. X., .7. Biol. Chem., 141, 871 (1941). 

16. Hess, W, C., and Sullivan, M. X., J . Biol. Chem., 161, 635 (1943). 

17. Pollack, R. N., and Partansky, R. M., Ind. and Eng. Chem., Anal. Ed., G, 330 

(1934). 

18. Teas, H. J., Horowitz, N. H., and Fling, M., J. Biol. Chem., 172, 651 (1948). 

19. du Vigneaud, V., Dorfiuan, R., and Loring, H. S., J . Biol. Chem., 98, 577 (1932). 

20. Good, C. A., Kramer, H., and Somogyi, M., J. Biol. Chem., 100, 485 (1933). 

21. Loring, H. S., and du Vigneaud, V., J. Biol. Chem., 107, 267 (19.34). 

22. Pope, C. G., and Stevens, M. F., Biochem. .7., 33, 1070 (19,39). 



SOME ASPECTS OF THE METABOLISM OF HYDROXY PROLINE, 
STUDIED WITH TIH2 AID OF ISOTOPIC NITROGEN"^ 

By MARJORIE R. STETTEN't 

{From the Department of Biological Chemistry, Harvard Medical School, Boston, 
and the Division of Nutrition and Physiology, The Public Health 
Research Institute of The City of New York, Inc., Ncio York) 

(Received for publication, May 28, 1949) 

Previous studies in vivo, in tvliich isotopicall}’’ labeled amino acids were 
fed to mice or rats, have shown that intact animals can convert ornithine 
into arginine, glutamic acid, and proline (1, 2), and proline into hydroxy- 
proline, ornithine, and glutamic acid (3). The problem of the metabolic 
interconversions of these structurally similar 5-carbon amino acids has now 
been further studied vith the aid of hydrox 3 'proline labeled with N'®. 

Hydroxyproline containing 29.5 atom per cent excess N’^ has been syn- 
thesized bj’’ a slight modification of the method of Leuchs, Giua, and 
Brewster (4) and has been fractionated into its two racemic forms. Only 
the hydroxj''-DL-proline which contains the naturally occurring hydroxy- 
L-proline was fed.^ 0.519 gra. of the h 3 ’'droxy-DL-proline was added to 
the stock diet and fed to three adult male rats for 3 days, during which 
time the urine and feces were collected. The rats were then kiUed and a 
number of amino acids isolated from the total body proteins. The isotope 
analyses of the bod 3 ’' constituents and of the urine fractions are given in 
Table I. 

The largest part of the N'^ fed as hydroxy-DL-proline was excreted, a 
small amount in the feces and a relatively large amount in the urine. The 
urinary urea and NHs had high and approximately equal concentrations of 
N*^, but the isotope concentration of the total urinary nitrogen was still 
higher, indicating that some of the dietary hydrox 3 qjroline was probably 
excreted as such. Analyses of the urine indicated that, during the hydroxy- 
prohne feeding, about 10 mg. of a-amino acid N were excreted in excess of 
that excreted in a corresponding control period vdth the same stock diet. 
This is equivalent to 94 mg. of hydrox 3 q)roline. The quantities involved 
were too small to permit isolation of hydroxyproline from the urine in this 
case. 

* This work was carried out with the aid of a grant from the Office of Naval Re- 
search and the Atomic Energy Commission. 

t Present address, The Public Health Research Institute of The City of New 
York, Inc., Foot of East 15th Street, New York 9. 

' The revised nomenclature for the isomers of hydro-xyproline is used in this paper 
(5). Hydrexj-^-DL-proline in this system corresponds to the dZ(a)-hydro.xyproline of 
Leuchs et al. (4), while allohydroxy-Dn-proline refers to the dl{b) racemate of Leuchs. 



32 


METABOLISIM OF HYDKOXYPROLINE 


An appreciable amount of the fed as hydroxyproline was incorporated 
into the body proteins, but its distribution in the various constituents was 
in strildng contrast to the results obtained Avhen other N^'^-labeled amino 
acids were fed. In similar experiments, Avith vaiying diets and amounts of 
added isotopic amino acids, it has been found that leucine, lysine, glycine, 
serine, proline, and histidine, AA'hen fed, replaced betAveen G and 30 per cent 


Table I 


Concentration of Isotopic Nitrogen after Feeding Isotopic Ilydroxy-VL-proline to Rais 


A total of 0.519 gm. of hydroxy-DE-prolinc, containing 16.3 mg. of N'^, was fed to 
two rats for 3 days. 


1 Sample analyzed 

N'* con- 
centration* 

rccor'crcd 



atom per 
cent 

vtg. 


Hydroxy-DL-prolinc fed 

100 


Excreta 

Urine, total N 

1.S7 

6.8 


“ urea 

1.11 



“ NIT, 

1.11 



Feces 

0.65 

0.5 

Body constituents 

Total protein N 

0.13 

5.0 


“ non-protein N 

0.31 

2.0 


Amide N 

0.15 


Amino acids from total 

Ilydro.xyproline 

0.075 


proteins 

Proline 

0.051 



“ after “washing out” 

0.04S 



Tyrosine 

0.07S 



Arginine 

O.IOS 



Ornithine from arginine 

0.017 



Amidine N “ “ 

0.204 



Glutamic acid 

0.27 



Aspartic “ 

O.IS 


Total recovery 

14.3 


* N'^ concentration 


atom % excess in sample isolated X 100 
N'® atom % excess in hA’^droxj’^proline fed {i.e., 29.5) 


of the corresponding amino acid in the proteins of the rats in 3 to 4 days 
(6-10). When L-proline AAms fed, it Avas calculated that a minimum of 30 
per cent of all the proline in the organs and 7 per cent of all the remaining 
carcass proline was replaced by dietary proline in 3 days (3). In the 
present experiment, the hydroxyproline isolated fi’om the bodies of the 
rats fed N^®-hydroxyproline contained only a trace of isotopic nitrogen. 
Less than 0.1 per cent of the hydroxyproline of these rats had been replaced 
by dietary hydroxyproline in 3 days. In fact, under the not strictly com- 
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parable conditions of our e.xperimcnts, there was appreciably more N'* in 
the bydroxjTjroline of the rat’s body after proline than after hydroxj’’- 
proline feeding. These results indicate that most of the hydrexj^proline 
occurring in the bodj* proteins is probabl}’’ derived from proline that is 
already bound, presumably in peptide linkage, and not from free amino 
acid hydroxj’proline. Tliis finding is analogous to the observations of 
Bromi, Roll, Plentl, and Cavalieri (11) who report that when adenine con- 
taining N** was fed appreciable amounts of were found both in the 
adenine and the guanine of the nucleic acids, whereas when N*^-labeled 
guanine was fed, there was isotope in neither the adenine nor guanine 
isolated. 

In the present experiment, more was found in the glutamic acid than 
in the h 3 'drox 3 TJroline from the rats, a further indication of the poor in- 
corporation of dietarj' hydroxjToroline. In other feeding experiments with 
N'Mabeled amino acids, the glutamic acid isolated has alwaj'^s been rela- 
tively rich in isotope, owing to its high metabolic activitj' and its participa- 
tion in transamination reactions, but it has been poorer in isotope than the 
isolated amino acid corresponding to the compound fed or those derived 
more or less directly from it. Here the glutamic acid, aspartic acid, argi- 
nine, and tyrosine have probably picked up from NHj or other degrada- 
tion products of the dietarj' N'^-hj'dro.xj’proline. The greater part of the 
isotope of the arginine was in the amidine, or urea precursor, portion of the 
molecule. 

The proline isolated from the rat proteins contained even less N*® than 
did the isolated hydroxyproline. It is possible that all of this isotope came 
indirectly from breakdown products of the hydrexj^proline fed. The 
possibility that a small amount of the bodj' proline arises from direct re- 
duction of dietaiy hydroxyproline cannot be categorically ruled out on our 
evidence, but this conversion, if it occurs at all, is quantitatively an un- 
important reaction. 

Dietary hydroxj'proUne and dietarj' proline are handled by the body in 
different ways. These findings are in accord -nith a number of observa- 
tions in which the metabolism and the oxidation rates of proline and hy- 
droxyproline in vitro have been shoriTn to differ (12-17). Of especial in- 
terest in this regard are the recent nutrition studies of Womack and Rose 
(17), showing that proline but not hydroxjqjrohne can replace a part of 
the arginine requirement of growing rats and that hj'droxyproline, when 
fed in relatively large amounts, may even inhibit growth. 

Hydroxjqjroline occurs in appreciable amounts in only a few proteins, 
notably in gelatin (18, 19), and presumably collagen, where it comprises 
about 13 per cent of the total amino acids, and elastin where it occurs to 
the extent of 2 per cent (20). It seems to be completely lacking in casein, 
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globin, serum globulin and albumin, and animal muscle and kidney protein 
(19, 21). It is, hoAvever, certainly a normal constituent of some animal 
proteins, especially in connective tissues, and not an artifact of isolation. 
This may be inferred from the finding of widely differing isotope concentra- 
tions in proline and hydroxyproline isolated from the same animal source 
( 3 ). 


EXPERIMENTAL 

Synthesis of 4-Hydroxyprolme loiih — S-Chloro-y-valerolactone-a-car- 
boxylic ethyl ester, prepared from epichloroh 3 '-drin and sodium malonic 
ester according toTraube and Lehmann (22), was chlorinated and converted 
to a , 5-dichlorovalerolactone by the method of Leuchs, Gina, and Brewster 
(4). The method of conversion of the latter compound into h 3 ’’droxyproline 
was modified so as to permit economical use of the isotopic nitrogen. 

NH 3 , generated by adding a solution of 17.2 gm. of NI-I 4 NO 3 (31.5 atom 
per cent N'®, Eastman Kodak) dropivise to a hot concentrated NaOH 
solution, was aerated into an ice-cold aqueous alcoholic solution of 8.5 
gm. of a, 5-dichlorovalerolactone. The reaction was allowed to proceed 
at room temperature for 10 days, after which time the remaining free NH 3 
was recovered by aeration of the heated solution into acid. To recover 
the NH 3 from the ammonium salt, the solution was cooled, made alkaline 
Avith Ba(OH) 2 , and once again heated and the NH 3 aerated into HCl. 
Barium sulfate and chloride ions Avere quantitatively removed, the solu- 
tion was treated Avith charcoal, and the filtrate boiled for seA’^eral hours 
AAuth CuO. The filtered solution Avas evaporated to a small Amlume and 
successive crops of copper hydroxyproline ciystals Avere obtained on re- 
peated refrigeration and evaporation. 

This method of fractional crystallization has been shoAAm (4) to separate 
the DL compound containing the naturally occurring hydroxy-L-proline 
from the DL-allo isomer. The first tAvo crops, consisting of 0.965 gm. of 
Cu salt, were well formed, dark blue ciystals, typical of the less soluble 
hydroxy-DL-proline copper salt tetrahydrate. 0.802 gm., dried for 6 hours 
at 110° over PaOs in vacuo, lost 146 mg. or 18.2 per cent. Theory for 
Cu(CbH 803N)2'4H20, 18.2 per cent H 2 O. 

The copper salt Aims decomposed Avith IKS and the hydroxy-DL-proline 
recrystallized from Avater-alcohol. 


C5H9O3N. Calculated, N 10.7; found, N 10.8; 29.5 atom % N'® excess 

Feeding of Hydroxy-Dh-proline — ^Tavo adult male rats having a combined 
Aveight of 440 gm. AA^ere maintained on a diet consisting of 15 per cent casein, 
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68 per cent corn-starch, 5 per cent yeast, 4 per cent Osborne and Mendel 
salt mixture (23), 2 per cent cod liver oil, and 6 per cent refined cottonseed 
oil (T^^esson oil). After a preliminary period of 5 days, isotopic li5'’droxy- 
DL-proline (29.5 atom per cent N‘® e.xeess) was added to the diet for 3 
da3'^s. The rats completely consumed 90 gm. of stock diet, containing 
0.519 gm. (0.6G mxr per rat per da}’’) of the isotopic lydro-xyproline, with- 
out any spillage, and maintained constant weight. The urine and feces 
were collected as nearly quantitatively as possible during the 3 days. At 
the end of the 3rd da}’’, the rats were killed wth ether and the gastrointes- 
tinal tracts removed and discarded. 

Excreta — ^The combined urine contained 134 mg. of ammonia N with 
0.327 atom per cent N'® and 984 mg. of urea N. Urea, isolated as the 
di.xanthj’'drol derivative (24), was found to contain 0.328 atom per cent 
N‘^. The fecal N, 0.26 mg., contained 0.193 atom per cent The 
urine contained about 10 mg. of amino acid nitrogen over the amount ex- 
creted in a control period on the same diet, as determined b}’’ the method 
of Hamilton and Van Slyke- (25) . The urine was obser\'’ed to have a deeper 
orange-red color than is normal. This color became deeper as the urine 
stood in the refrigerator and interfered with observation of the specific 
rotation of the urine. 

Body Constituents — ^The entire bodies of the rats, exclusive of the gastro- 
intestinal tracts, were minced and combined. The non-protein nitrogen 
was separated by extraction Avith 6 per cent trichloroacetic acid. There 
were 2.12 gm. of non-protein N of 0.092 atom per cent N’® and 13.06 gm. 
of protein N of 0.038 atom per cent N'®. A sample of amide nitrogen, 
obtained by aeration of the protein hydrolysate after the addition of 
Ba(OH)2, contained 0.045 atom per cent N^®. 

From the total hydrolyzed proteins a number of amino acids were iso- 
lated by methods previously referred to (3). Tyrosine (0.023 atom per 
cent N^®) was isolated by isoelectric precipitation, glutamic acid hydro- 
chloride (0.080 atom per cent N*®) and copper aspartate (0.053 atom per 
cent N^®) from their precipitated barium salts, arginine hydrochloride 
(0.032 atom per cent N^®) by Avay of the flavianate and proline (0.015 
atom per cent N‘®), and hydroxyproline (0.022 atom per cent N*®) by 
the method of Bergmann. 

To minimize error due to possible contamination of isolated proline Avith 
isotopic hydroxyproline, the carcass proline Avas “Avashed out” by adding 
46 mg. of non-isotopic hydroxyproline to a solution of 205 gm. of the iso- 
lated proline. Proline Avas reisolated as its CdCh double salt, Avhich was 
found to contain 0.014 atom per cent N‘®. 

® The author is indebted to Dr. Halvor Christensen for Ihis analysis and to Mr. 
Frank Rennie and Mrs. Eleanor Schroeder for carrying out the isotope analyses. 
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A sample of the isolated arginine lij’-drochloridc M’as cleaved by heating 
in Ba(OH)2 solution for 48 hours. The ammonia from the amidine part 
of the molecule contained 0.060 atom per cent N'®; the ornithine contained 
0.014 atom per cent 


SUMMARY 

4-Hydrox5’'proline was so synthesized as to contain 29.5 atom per cent 
excess This was fractionated into its two dl forms and some of the 
hydroxy-DL-proline, containing the natural hydroxy-L-proline, was added 
to the stock diet fed to two rats for 3 daj'^s. 

The largest part of the isotope was recovered in the urine, the urea and 
NHa having high concentrations. 

Some of the isotope rvas found in the body proteins. The very low iso- 
tope concentration of the hydroxyproline isolated from the body proteins 
indicated that less than 0.1 per cent of the hydroxyproline in these rats 
had been derived from the dietary hydrox5’’proline in 3 days. A higher 
concentration of was found in the glutamic acid, aspartic acid, and 
arginine of the proteins and probably came indirectly from degradation 
products of the h3’-drox3TDroline. 

The body proline contained only traces of N*®, indicating that little if 
any of the proline of the bodj'' is derived from dietaiy hj’-droxyproline. 

The hydroxyproline of the proteins is not derived to any appreciable 
extent from dietarj'' hydrox^-proline but rather from the oxidation of pro- 
line which is alreadj'- bound, presumably in peptide linlcage. 
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GLUT.\JkIINE IN THE PRODUCTION OF TETANUS TOXIN* 

Bt J. HOWARD MUELLER and PAULINE A. MILLER 

(From the Department of Bacteriology and Immunology, Harvard Medical 

School, Boston) 

(Received for publication, June 14, 1949) 

A strain of Clostridium lelani under investigation in this laboratory pro- 
duces high titers of exotoxin when cultivated on a medium containing trj'p- 
sin-digested protein and high concentrations of iron salts (1). Toxin produc- 
tion fails when acid- or alkali-hydrolyzed protein (casein) is substituted for 
the enzjTne digest, and it has been shown (2) that at least two acid-labile 
substances or groups of substances arc required in order to obtain suitable 
yields. In addition to these, certain amino acids (tryptophan, tyrosine, 
phenylalanine, and cystine) are known to be required and others will un- 
doubtedly prove necessary as the simplification of the medium proceeds. 
This phase of the investigation has been hampered by the fact that certain 
free amino acids exert an inhibitory effect on toxin productiop. This is 
particularly true of synthetic serine, in which instance the inhibition has 
been shown (3) to arise from the presence of the n form of the compound. 

It has now been possible to show that glutamine is involved in growth and 
toxin formation. Glutamic acid, while it favors growth, has led to low 
yields of toxin. Although there appears to be relatively little free dicar- 
boxylic amino acid in the tryptic digest of casein used in our e.xperiments, 
both glutamic acid and aspartic acid are readily recognized after acid hy- 
drolysis of almost every peptide-containing fraction which has been pre- 
pared from the material, by whatever method of separation. Presumabty 
some of these peptides contain glutamine rather than glutamic acid, and in 
a form which is both relatively heat-stable and available to the tetanus 
organism. Much time may be required to isolate, characterize, and test 
individually such peptides; nor can suitably quantitative comparisons be 
made imtil other imknown factors can be supplied to the medium in puri- 
fied form. It consequently seems desirable to report at this time the general 
fact that glutamine is involved, leaving for subsequent reports a further 
quantitative elaboration of the observation. 

Glutamine has, of course, been shomi to act as a growth essential or 
stimulant for a number of bacterial species (4, 5), although its functions 
in microbial grorvth are still largely matters of speculation (6, 7). There 
is also a possibility that glutamine enters into the strepogenin molecule 

‘Aided by a grant from the Commonwealth Fund. 
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to help make up an essential, vitamin-like grouping (8). A coenzyme- 
like relationship of glutamine to a glucose-fennenting enzyme of the tetanus 
cell is suggested by experiments being carried out b 3 '’ Lerner in this depart- 
ment, which are reported separately (9). 

< EXPERIMENTAL 

Although the effect of glutamine in stimulating toxin production has 
been demonstrated in several types of control media, the simplest plan 
has been to lower the concentration of ti^^ptic digest until the toxin yields 


Table I 


Effect of Glutamine on Tetamts Toxin Production 


Tube No. 

Tryptic digest of casein* 

Glutamlnet 

1 

300 mg. per 20 ml. 


2-7 

150 ” “ 20 “ 


8-13 

160 “ “ 20 ” 

5 mg. per 20 ml. 


ToxinI 


90 

35 

32 

32 

30 

30 

32 

65 

40 

50 

55 

50 

50 


’“‘A commercial preparation, N-Z-Case, Sheffield Farms, Inc., New York, 
f Sterilized by Seitz filtration and added to the autoclaved medium, 
t The figures denote flocculating units of to.xin per ml. 


are sharply depressed. Addition of glutamine then significantly increases 
the yield. 

The medium, which consists essentially of a tiyptic digest of casein, 
meat infusion, glucose, and inorganic salts, together with an excess of 
iron (“iron by hydrogen,” Merck), has been fully described elsewhere, 
together with all the details of the procedure (2). For simplicity, Table I 
shows only the variables in a single type experiment. 

The growth occurring in Tubes 8 to 13 was significantly greater than 
that in Tubes 2 to 7, but less than in Tube 1. It is clear that 5 mg. of 
glutamine do not fully replace 150 mg. of trypsinized casein (representing 
approximately 30 mg. of glutamic acid). Further inci’ements of the 
amide added to the basal media thus far available have been without 
marked effect. The addition of asparagine has produced slight but irregu- 
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lar increases. It must remain for further experiment to define the other 
deficiencies in the medium and to make possible an elucidation of the 
quantitative aspects of the glutamine effect. 

SmiAtARY 

Glutamine appears to replace, at least in part, certain glutamine- 
contaim'ng peptides occurring in a tr3'ptic digest of casein which influence 
the production of tetanus toxin under defined conditions. 

BIDLIOGRAPHy 

1. Mueller, J. H., and Miller, P. A., J. Immunol., 66, 143 (1947). 

2. Mueller, J. H., and Miller, P. A., J. Bad., 66, 219 (1948). 

3. Mueller, J. H., and Miller, P. A., J. Am. Chem. Soc., 71, 1865 (1949). 

4. Mcllwain, H., Tildes, P., Gladstone, G. P., and Ejiight, B. C. J. G., Biochem. J., 

33, 223 (1939). 

5. Stokes, J. L., Koditschek, L. K., Rickes, E. L., and Wood, T. R., J. Biol. Chem.. 

178, 93 (1949). 

6. Archibald, R. M., Chem. Rev., 37, 161 (1945). 

7. McRwain, H., Biochem. J., 40, 67 (1946). 

8. Woolley, D. W., J. Biol. Chem., 172, 71 (1948). 

9. Lerner, E. M., and Mueller, J. H., J. Biol. Chem., 181, 43 (1949). 




THE rOLE of GLUTA3IINE IN THE GLUCOSE METABOLISM 
OF CLOSTRIDIUM TETANP 

Bv EDWIN M. LERNEU and J. HOWARD MUELLER 

{From the Department of Bacteriology and Immunology, Harvard Medieal 

School, Boston) 

(Received for publication, June 14, 1949) 

In tlic course of an investigation of the glucose metabolism of a mutant 
strain of ChslridUim Idani in this laboratorj', it was found that the sugar 
was complete^' broken down to carbon dioxide and ethanol in the process 
of an essentially alcoholic fermentation (1). The glucose-fermenting 
ability of this strain was direct!}'’ dependent upon the concentration of 
inorganic iron in the growth medium, in a straight line semilogarithmic 
proportion. Cells from media which had been made deficient in iron by 
means of calcium chloride precipitation at alkaline pH, or by extraction 
with 8'hydroxyquinoline, had veiy poor glucose-fermenting ability. It 
was postulated that an enzyme or coenz}Tne concerned in the breakdown 
of glucose was elaborated by cells grown in iron-rich medium and not by 
cells grown in iron-deficient medium. 

An attempt has now been made to isolate and identify tins postulated 
enzyme. The test sy.stem consisted of washed suspensions of Clostridium 
Idani which had been grown for 18 to 20 hours in iron-deficient medium 
(medium containing 0.03 7 of iron per ml., or less), glucose as substrate, 
and phosphate buffer of pH 7.0, in an atmosphere of purified nitrogen in 
Warburg respirometers. Various preparations were tested for their ability 
to stimulate the production of carbon dioxide from glucose by this s}’’stem. 

Several methods of extraction of tetanus bacilli grown in high iron 
media yielded a stimulatory substance which was free from protein and 
apparently of small molecular weight. Further studies showed that the 
glucose-fermenting stimulatory activity could also be e.xtracted from yeast, 
mammalian liver, and muscle. Concurrently ■with isolation procedures, 
known coenzymes and vitamins were tried for stimulatoiy activity without 
effect. Chromatographic separation of deproteinized liver extracts on 
colunms of activated charcoal, and counter-current distribution in a phenol- 
water system, gave fractions that were active in amounts as small as 100 7. 

Simultaneous studies by Mueller and Miller (2) on factors in the growth 
medium responsible for toxin production by this strain of Clostridium 

* This research was aided by a grant from the William F. Milton Fund of 
Harvard University. Aid from the Ella Sachs Plotz Foundation is also gratefully 
acknowledged. 
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ietani showed that a fraction of tryptically digested casein was active in 
causing high yields of toxin by tliis microorganism. The fraction con- 
tained a peptide composed of glutamic acid, or glutamine, and other amino 
acids. A tryptic digest of casein and also the fraction, mentioned above, 
of trj^psinized casein had a stimulatoiy effect on the glucose metabolism 
of iron-deficient cells similar to the effect of extivacts of high iron cells, 
yeast, liver, or muscle; pure glutamine was then found to be exceptionally 
active. 

When added to washed suspensions of iron-deficient cells, glutamine in 
quantities as small as 50 7 caused an increase in their jiroduction of carbon 
dioxide from glucose, as measured in Warburg respirometers; increasing 
amounts of glutamine caused an increase in carbon dioxide production 
in semilogaritlnnic proportion, as shown below. 


L-Glutamine added, mg 

0 1 

n 

mi 

■n 


CO 3 evolved in 120 min., ftl 

57.1 

in 

mi 


Gm 


Tabi.e I 

Stimulation of Iron-Deficient Cells 


Fe tuspcQsions 

COi per hr. 

•^COj 

Stimultlion 

j 

TiHw 

20.8 

mill 

i>er cent 

“ glutamine (l-.'img.) 

63.5 


207 

High 

90.8 

15.8 

268 



High iron cells (grown in the deficient medium described aboi'^e, to which 
1.0 mg. of reduced iron per ml. had been added) produced 2 to 7 times as 
much CO2 as did low iron cells. The CO2 production by suspensions of 
low iron cells vfith excess glutamine added approached that of high iron 
cells. The results of a compai'ative experiment are given in Table I. 

Although the Qcoj of different cell suspensions varied somewhat, the 
stimulation of low iron cells by glutamine repeatedly approached the 
magnitude of CO2 evolution by high iron cells. 

Microbiological assay with Lactobacillus arabinosus (3) of some of the 
most active fractions of liver extracts separated by counter-current dis- 
tribution showed that glutamic acid was present after hydrolysis. As- 
paragine had less than 8 per cent of the stimulatory activity of glutamine 
on a molar basis. It seems probable that the stimulatory effects noted 
with liver extract fractions and with trypsin digests of casein are due 
to, the presence of glutamine or glutamine-containing peptides in both 
materials. 














E. M, LERNER AND 3 . B. MXJELLEli 


45 


It is of interest to note tliat glutamine has a somewhat similar effect on 
the gl 3 ’-col 3 ’tic acti\nt\' of several strains of hemob’^tic streptococci, in that 
the addition of this compound has been found to stimulate the production 
of lactic acid from glucose bj' waslied cell suspensions (4). 

SUMMARY 

1. Glutamine apparentlj’ plays an imimrtant role in glycolysis by 
Closiridiiim Iclani. Cells from iron-deficient raediiun lack the ability to 
ferment glucose, in contrast to cells from iron-rich medium. Glutamine 
can induce this glycolj''tic activity in iron-deficient cells, as measured by 
CO 2 evolution. 

2. Increasing amounts of glutamine cause an increasing degree of stimu- 
lation. Excess glutamine increases the Qco; almost to the level of high 
iron cells. 

3. It is suggested that the stimulatory activity noted in extracts of 
high iron cells, ^mast, liver, etc., is due to the presence of glutamine, either 
free or in peptide linkage. 

4. The r61e of glutamine in the intermediary metabolism of Clostridium 
tetani is being investigated further. 
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PUTRESCINE AND RELATED COMPOUNDS AS GROWTH 

FACTORS FOR HEJMOPHILUS PARAINFLUENZAE 7901* 

Bv EDWARD J. HEIIBST and ESMOND E. SNELL 

{From the Department of Biochemistry, College of Agriculture, University of 
IVisconsin, Madison) 

(Received for publication, June 16, 1949) 

Earlj' studies of the nutritional requirements of Hemophilus parain- 
jlucnzac resulted in identification of the diphosphopjTidine and triphos- 
phopj^ridine nucleotides as the previously undefined factor ‘W” required 
for growth of this organism (1, 2). Subsequently, H. parainfluenzae has 
been used frequently for the assay of coenzjTnes I and II (3-6). A pep- 
tone medium proved adequate in these studies, but efforts to grow H. 
parainfluenzae in a defined medium containing coenzyme I were unsuc- 
cessful (7). Our own experiments showed that growth of this organism 
failed in a defined medium which contained each of the presently knomi 
growth factors, but did occur when an 5 " of several natural materials w^as 
added. Efforts to identify the additional unidentified growth factor were 
therefore initiated. 

The present report describes the isolation, identification, and specificity 
of putrescine as a growth factor for one strain of this orgam’sm. A pre- 
liminary report of these findings has previously appeared (8). 

EXPERIMEKTAL 

Utock Culture — H. parainfluenzae, ATCC 7901, was used in all the ex- 
periments. Stock cultures were maintained on slants of a supplemented 
North gelatin agar (Difeo); prior to preparation of the slants each 100 
ml. of sterile North agar (cooled to 45°) were supplemented with 2 ml. of 
a sterile j’^east extract prepared in the following manner. 

50 gm. of bakers’ yeast were suspended in 25 ml, of distilled water and 
poured into 75 ml. of boiling water containing 3.4 gm. of KHsP 04 . After 
holding at 80-85° for 20 minutes, the mixture was filtered with suction 
through a pad of filter aid (HySo Super-Cel) and sterilized by Seitz 
filtration. 

Cultures were transferred weekly, incubated for 24 hours at 37°, and 
stored at room temperature. 

Basal Medium — The composition of the mediiun used for the assay of 

* Published n-ith the approval of the Director of the Wisconsin Agricultural Ex- 
periment Station. Supported in part by a grant from the Williams-Waterman Fund 
of the Research Corporation. 
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source materials and in the isolation of putrescinc is shown in Table 1. 
This complex mixture was devised to prevent the possible occurrence of 
multiple deficiencies during the purification of the grovdh factor; many of 
its ingi-edients are not essential nutrients for II. paramfliienzac. 


Tablk I 

Composition of Basal Medium* 


Component 

10 

Cl u 

s 3 

2 0 
o*a 

Component 

Amount per 5 ml. 
(double strength) 

Component 

Amount 
per 5 ml. 
(double 
strength) 


m- 


tit[. 



DL-Aspartic acid 

10 

L-Cystine 

1 

Biotin 

0.01 7 

n-Glutamic " 

10 

li-Tyrosinc 

1 

p-Aminobcuzoic 

0.01" 

DL-Alanine 

10 

Glycine 

1 

acid 


li-Arginine-HCl 

2 

Glucose 

10 

Folic acid 

0.1 " 

li-Lysine-HCl 

2 

Sodium acetate 

60 

Inositol 

200 " 

DL-Methionine 

2 


7 

Coenzyme I 

1 " 

n-Leucine 

1 

Adenine sulfate 

100 

MgS04-7H:0 

1 mg. 

DL-Threonine 

2 

Guanine ‘HCl 

100 

CaCl:- 2 H 50 

400 7 

DL-Serine 

2 

Uracil 

100 

FcS04-7ns0 

135 " 

L-Proline 


Thiamine chloride 

1 

ZnS0«-7H50 

4 " 

DL-Tryptophan 


Riboflavin 

1 

CuS04-5H:0 

4 “ 

DL-Valine 


Nicotinic acid 

6 

CoCb-GHoO 

4 " 

DL-Phenylalanine 


Nicotinamide 

5 

MnSOr-n-O 

3 " 

n-Histidinc 

1 

Pyrido.\inc-HCl 

20 

KeHPO^ 

15.6 mg. 

DL-Isoleucinc 

2 

Ca pantothenate 

10 

KHrP04 

1.4 " 



Choline chloride 

50 




* The amino acid mixture has been described (9) and was prepared by the same 
methods. 5 ml. quantities of double strength medium were distributed in 150 ml. 
Pyrex milk dilution bottles; test materials and distilled water were added to a final 
volume of 10 ml. The pH was adjusted to 7.8 with NaOH and the medium was 
sterilized by autoclaving for 16 minutes at 120°. The coenzyme I was sterilized by 
Seitz filtration and added to the cooled sterile medium. Following inoculation, cul- 
tures were incubated for 48 hours at 37°. Growth was then estimated turbidimotri- 
cally with the Evelyn colorimeter. 


Inoculum — The inoculum medium contained Difeo-proteose peptone (No. 
3) 2 per cent, glucose 0.1 per cent, NaCl 0.2 per cent, K2HFO4 0.2 per 
cent, and Difeo j’^east extract 0.1 per cent. 10 ml. lots were placed in milk 
dilution bottles and autoclaved. Immediately prior to inoculation of 
the medium bj'' transfer ot growth from the agar slant stock cultures, 0.2 
ml. of the Seitz-filtered extract of fresh yeast was added to 10 ml. of this 
sterile medium. After 10 to 12 hours of incubation at 37°, gi’owth in the 
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medium was sufficientlj’- heavy to allow preparation of the inoculum. 
The cells were removed by centrifugation, washed once with sterile, 0.9 per 
cent NaCl solution, then resuspended with sufBcient sterile saline to permit 
95 per cent transmission of incident light (Eveljm colorimeter, 660 m/x 
filter; 16 mm. tube; sterile saline = 100). 0.1 ml. of this suspension was 

added to each 10 ml. of assaj' medium (Table I). 

T^Tien heavier inocula Avere used than that described above, the sensi- 
tivity of the assaj’’ was markodl}’’ reduced, the results were more erratic, 
and growth occasionally occurred in the blank tubes. It is necessary, there- 
fore, to control carefully the size of the inoculum. 



Fig. 1. The response of H. parainfluenzae to Difeo yeast extract 


Results 

The failure of the basal medium to support groAHh and the growth 
response to added Difeo yeast extract are illustrated in Fig. 1. Numerous 
attempts to increase further the maximum yield of cells by supplementa- 
tion to, or adjustment of, the nutrient mixture were unsuccessful. 

The assay results on concentrates of the growth factor for H. parain- 
jluenzae Avere expressed in terms of a standard of orange juice solids, since 
orange juice AA^as used in the successful isolation of the groA\th factor. 

Distribution and Properties of Growth Faefor— Every crude material 
examined contained the grcAA-th factor. Difeo yeast extract, corn steep 
liquor, and peas Avere comparatively rich source materials. Orange and 
grapefruit juices, either fresh or canned, were approximatel5’- a fifth as 
active, on the dry weight basis, as Difeo yeast extract. 

Preliminary isolation attempts Avere made Avith yeast extract. The 
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stimulatory substance in yeast was soluble in water but could not be ex- 
tracted with ethanol (95 per cent), ether, or butanol. Continuous extrac- 
tions of aqueous solutions of yeast extract with butanol at pH 1, 6.5, and 
10 resulted in extraction of small amounts of active material at pH 10.0, 
but not at lower pH values. The active factor in yeast xvas not destroyed 
by autoclaving aqueous solutions at pH 1 to 10 for 1 hour, or by refluxing 
with 6 N HCl for 8 hours. The active substance was precipitated by phos- 
photungstic acid and mercury salts, but very little purification was achieved 
by the apphcation of these procedures. Similarlj'’, xvhile the factor in 
yeast was quantitatively removed from aqueous solutions by the cation 
exchange resin, Amberhte IR-100,^ and eluted from the resin with 3 N 
HCl, only a 4-fold concentration of the activity resulted from this pro- 
cedure. The groviih factor was completelj’^ inactivated by treating solu- 
tions of yeast extract with nitrous acid or with benzoyl chloride. 

Since these properties indicated that the gi’cvi.!! factor was a strongly 
basic amine, the choice of a source material providing a lower concentra- 
tion of inactive basic constituents than y^east presented the possibility of 
the successful application of the same pm-ification procedures previously 
found to be ineffective. This supposition was confirmed by subsequent 
experiments utilizing orange juice as the source material. Concurrent 
with these attempts at isolation of the gi’owth factor, various naturally 
occurring, acid-stable amines were assayed for possible activity. 

Isolation of Puiresdne from Orange Juice — 5 liters of canned, unsweet- 
ened orange juice (Monarch) were clarified by filtration through a pad of 
Hyflo Super-Cel. The filtrate (pH 3.8) was passed at a rate of 50 ml. per 
minute through a 3 cm. glass column containing 50 gm. of Amberlite IR-100. 
The column was then washed with 1 liter of distilled water. Only 13 per 
cent of the total activity was recovered in the effluent (Table II). The 
column was then washed with 5 liters of 2.4 N HCl and the HCl eluate, 
which contained the grouffh factor, was concentrated to near dryness 
in vacuo. A 40-fold concentration of the active substance Avas achieved 
by this single cycle of adsorption and elution (Table II). 

At this point in the investigation, assay”^ of pure organic amines showed 
(hat spermine and spermidine possessed grouffh-promoting activity, and 
since it appeared possible that these bases were the active growth factor, 
the procedures described by Rosenheim (10) for their isolation were next 
applied. 

The active resin eluate Avas dissoRed in 50 ml. of distilled Avater, 25 gm. 
of NaOH were added, and the mixture AA^as distilled Avith steam. All of 
the actiAuty aa'us recoA'^ered in 3 liters of distillate. This distillate AA'as 
adjusted to pH G.8 AAuth 10 per cent H3PO.1 and eAmporated to 50 ml. in 

' The Resinous Products and Chemical Company, Philadelphia 5, Pennsylvania. 
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vacvo in an attempf to isolate spermine as the insoluble phosphate (10). 
However, no spennine phosphate Avns recovered. Furthermore, spermidine 
phosphate did not precipitate when alcohol was added to the concen- 
trated steam distillate (c/. Dudley (11)). The active compound in the 
distillate appeared not to be identical, therefore, with either spermine or 
spermidine. Addition of sodium picrate solution to this concentrated 
steam distillate resulted in the formation of a ci-ystalline picrate (1.036 


Table II 

Aclivity of Fraclions from Orange Juice in Promoting Grouth of II. parainfluemae 


Fraction 

Unitj of activity* 

Units per mg. 
solids 

Clarified canned orange juice 

447,500 

1 

Resin effiuent 

58,000 

0.1 

" wash water 

0 

0 

“ HCl eluate 

220,000 

40 

Steam distillate 

240,000 

470 

Picric acid derivative 

220,000 

210 

Free base (calculated) 

220,000 

1300 


* 1 unit of activity is the grow th response equivalent to that obtained with 1 mg. 
of orange juice solids. 


Table III 


Identification of Putrescine as Active Compound from Orange Juice 


Derivative 

Compound isolated 

I 

Putresdne 

Picrate, °C. 

M.p. 264 

M.p. 263 

Hydrochloride, % 

N 17.48, 17.43 

N 17.39 

Benzoyl, “C. 

M.p. 178-180 

M.p. 178-180 

Phenyl isocj’’anate, °C. | 

" “ 235-237 

“ “ 235-237 


gm.) which was highly active in stimulating growth of H. parainfiuenzae 
(Table II). 

Following several recrj^stallizations, the picrate was com^erted to the 
hydrochloride, and then to the benzoyl and phenyl isocyanate derivatives, 
follovdng the general procedures of Dudley et al. (12). Preliminary iden- 
tification of the isolated base as putrescine was confirmed by analysis, 
and by agreement of the melting points of the various derivatives vith those 
found for the corresponding derivatives of an authentic sample of putres- 
cine (Table III). Mixed melting points showed no depression. The 
isolated putrescine accounted for 50 per cent of the growth-promoting 
activity of the 5 liters of orange juice used in its isolation. 
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Specificity of Requirement for Putresdne-^fihe results of assa 3 ’'s of com- 
pounds structurally related to putrcscine arc summarized in Table IV. 
Only putrescine, spermidine, spermine, and agmatine showed activity. 

Table IV 


Specificity of Amine Requirement of II. parainfluenznc 


Active compounds 

1 Inactive compounds 

Putrescine 

Ornithine 

Spermidine 

Ethylcnediaminc 

Spermine 

! Trimotlij’lcncdiamine 

Agmatine 

Cadaverine 

Hc.xamethylenedi.amine 

rt-Butylaininc 

l-Aminobutanol-4 

Tetrametliylcneglycol 

Arcalnc 

Pyrrolidine 

Triethylcnetctraminc 

Tctraethylcnepentamine 



0 0.5 1.0 1.5 2.0 2.5 


MICROGRAMS PER 10 ML 

Fig. 2. The comparative response of H. parainjluemae to O, putrescine; □, sper- 
midine; A, spermine; and O, agmatine. 

Each of these compounds shares the 1 ,4-diaminobutane residue, which thus 
appears to be a highly specific requirement of H. parainfluenzae for growth. 
All compounds which contain this residue, however, do not possess activity; 
thus, arginine (present in the basal medium), ornithine, and ai'caine are 
without activity. 
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At ratios of 500:1 (1 y of putrescine per 10 ml. of medium) none of the 
inactive compounds inhibited the usual grovlh response to putrescine. 

Comparative Activities of Active Compounds — Quantitative response 
curves of H. parainjlucnzac to increasing amounts of putrescine, spermidine, 
spermine, and agmatine are shown in Fig. 2 . On the weight basis, putres- 
cine is most active; however, on the molar basis putrescine, spermidine, 
and spermine have essentially equal activity. Agmatine is much less 
active. At higher levels than those shown in Fig. 2, each of the latter 
three compounds will permit maximum grovlh as follows: spermidine 
5 to 10 7 , spermine 10 7 , and agmatine 25 to 50 7 per 10 ml. of medium. 

DISCUSSION 

The wide distribution of spermidine and spermine in natural materials 
has been noted several times (10-13), but it has not been known whether 
the presence of these bases was incidental to, or necessary for, growth and 
metabolism. The importance of the results described above lies in the 
demonstration that these bases, or putrescine, play an essential role in 
growth of H. parainjluenzae, and hence, if the fundamental similarity in 
metabolic systems of diverse organisms is accepted, of many other or- 
ganisms as well. The amounts required for growth are small, intermediate 
between the amounts of vitamins and of amino acids required for groviih 
of many other microorganisms, and cannot be serving as energy sources 
for the organism. Hydrolysates of cells of H. parainjluenzae promote 
growth of this organism in the absence of added putrescine; preliminary 
results indicate that absorption of this substance from the medium occurs 
with considerable efficiency when it is present in concentrations which limit 
growth. In all of these respects, putrescine behaves like other essential 
nutrients. Whether the metabolically essential form for the organism 
is putrescine, spermidine, spermine, or some unknown derivative cannot 
be stated at present. All three compounds occur naturally, and although 
putrescine is the predominant form present in orange juice, spermine or 
spermidine might be a quantitatively more important form of the growth 
factor in some natural materials. 

In many organisms, putrescine arises from ornithine by decarboxylation, 
and since ornithine is inactive in replacing putrescine for H. parainjluenzae, 
it may be assumed that the enzyme which catalyzes this reaction, ornithine 
decarboxylase, is absent. This suggests an essential r61e for this enzyme 
in the metabolism of other organisms, and emphasizes that the role of 
certain of the decarboxylases in microorganisms is more fundamental than 
has been previously suggested (14, 15). 

Spermidine and spermine partially antagonize the bacteriostatic effect 
of atabrine and quinine on Escherichia coli (16, 17), and of propamidine 
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on certain lactic acid bacteria (18). These effects were not specific, how- 
ever, since pclj’^amines such as tetraethylenepcnt amine and trietltylene- 
tetramine were also active. The latter products, as noted above, Avere 
inacth^’e in promoting grov’th of //. pco'awjlvcnzac, Avhereas putrescine, 
Avhich is highly active in promoting growth, shoAvcd onlj^ slight or no ac- 
tivity in reversing bacteriostasis. ^^^lcthcr the action of these compounds 
in reversing bacteriostasis bj'- the antimalarial drugs is related to their 
nutritional r61e is not knoAvn. 


SUMMARY 

1. Hemophilus parainfluenzae 7901 failed to groAA’^ in a S 3 ’’nthetic medium 
complete AAuth respect to IcnoAAm vitamins and amino acids, but grcAA"^ Avhen 
this medium Avas supplemented Avith any of a Amriety of natural materials. 

2. Properties of the unidentified factor shoAA’^ed it to be a stable, strongly 
basic amine. A liighly active compound, putrescine, was isolated from 
orange juice in amounts which accounted for 50 per cent of the groAvth- 
promoting activity of the original juice. 

3. Spermidine and spermine, which are Avidelj’^ distributed in nature, also 
shoAv high activity for H. parainfluenzae; agmatine Avas much less active. 
A variety of other structurally related compounds AA’ere inactive in promoting 
groAvth. The neAv requirement is thus specific f or certain compounds which 
contain the 1,4-diaminobutane residue. 

4. The significance of these results is discussed briefly. 
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XXX. A FURTHEU STUDY OF THE STRUCTURE OF VERATRAMINE 

AXD JERVINE 

Bv WALTER A. JACOBS a.vd YOSHIO SATO 

{From the Laboratories of The RockcfcUcr Tnslilulc for ^[edtca^ Research, 

jYcw York) 

(Received for publication, June 20, 1949) 

As has been reported previously (1), the most satisfactory interpretation 
of the major structural features of jertdne, CIjtHjoOjN, is that it is a 308)- 
hydroxy-ll-keto-A®'®‘®' -steroidal secondary base in which the nitrogen 
atom is cyclized with carbon atoms of the isooctyl side chain. The 3rd 
oxj'gen atom appears to be of oxidic character and one point of its attach- 
ment must also be to a carbon atom of the side chain. This last conclusion 
was based on the isolation, from the dehydrogenation products, of a phenolic 
base, CsHijON, which was suspected to be 3-methyl-6-ethyl-5-hydroxy- 
pyridine (2-ethyl-5-methyl-3-hydroxypyridine) (2) (Formula IV). The 
correctness of this interpretation has since been strengthened by more 
recent work. 

Accompanying jeiwine in Verairum viride is the secondary base veratra- 
mine, C27H3g02N (3, 4). The latter contains two easily acylatable hy- 
droxyl groups, and a double bond which can be readily hydrogenated to 
yield a dihydroveratramine. Studies of absorption spectra of the alkaloid 
and its dihydro derivative have shown that one of its rings should be ben- 
zenoid and that one of the angular methyl groups has therefore shifted in 
the formation of the alkaloid. Both veratramine and jervine also occur 
conjugated as glycosides which have been isolated in the form of the glu- 
cosides veratrosine and pseudojervine (5). In the case of the latter, only 
the 3G3)-hydroxyl group, demonstrated to be present in jervine, can be 
involved in the conjugation and presumably in the /3 configuration. As 
previously reported, the attempt to show the possible presence of a 3- 
hydroxyl group in veratramine with aluminum tert-butoxide was unsuccess- 
ful. However, the presence of such a hydroxyl is to be inferred as the 
probable group involved in conjugation with glucose in veratrosine. Al- 
though a comparison of the rotations of the bases and their glucosides does 
not lend itseK to the successful application of molecular rotation differences, 
as used by Barton (6) for simpler structural changes, nevertheless there is 
suggestive resemblance in the direct comparison of the rotations. Thus, on 
passing from jemne of [a] d = ■“ 147° in ethanol to pseudojervine in ethanol- 
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chloroform (1:3), Wn = -133°. On passing from veratramine of [«]„ = 
—69° in methanol to veratrosine in ethanol-chloroform (1: 1), [alo = —53°. 

A preliminaiy study of the dehydrogenation of veratramine with se- 
lenium has shovm that the second hydroxyl group of veratramine, as in the 
case of jervine, is also on the basic side chain and the evidence is very strong 
that it is on carbon atom 23. The dehj’-drogcnation proceeded quite 
smoothly, but the fraction of most volatile simple bases appeared to be 
much less than has been the experience with other veratrine bases. The 
yield of this fraction was too small from the amount of alkaloid used to 
permit an attempt to isolate any methylethylpyridine, if formed. How- 
ever, from the less volatile sublimate above the reaction melt an appreciable 
amount of a phenolic basic fraction was obtained, from w'hich in turn a 
crystalline phenolic pyridine base was isolated. Analysis of this substance 
showed it to possess the formulation C0H7ON, The colors given with fer- 



ric chloride and diazotized sulfanilic acid were almost identical with those 
obtained with the phenolic base CgHiiON from jervine. The simplest 
interpretation of this substance is that in its formation only the terminal 
methyl (carbon 27) of the side chain is retained and that it is a hydroxy-jS- 
picoline. There was no evidence of the formation of the CgHnON base ob- 
tained from jervine, which must be a 3 -inethyl- 6 -ethyIhydrox 3 Tpyridine. 
From the nature of these substances as well as from the properties of the 
parent alkaloids, the problem of the position of the hydroxyl is left to a de- 
cision between a p- or 7 -hydroxypyridine structure involving carbon atom 
23 or 24. 

The results of a study of the ultraviolet absorption spectra of the sub- 
stances from veratramine and jervine, which were taken in methanol and 
in H 2 O at pH about 1.8 and 11.2, are shown in the curves given in Figs. 1, 
2, and 3. The shifting of the peaks ■with the change of pH shoAvs a sufficient 
agreement with previous experience (7-9) to indicate that they are p- 
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hydroxypyridines and not a- or Y-hydroxypj’ridines. To satisfy this re- 
quirement, barring most unlikel)’’ reairangements during the dehydrogena- 
tion process, the hj^droxyl group is therefore on carbon atom 23 of the 
steroid side chain. A substantiation of the /3-hydrox-yp3Tidine character 
was obtained in the color reactions produced with the Folin-Denis reagent. 
As shown by Kuhn and Wendt (7), a positive reaction is given only by /S- 



Wovelength (m/u.) 

Fig. 1. O ■=" CeHjON from veratramine; O = CsH„ON from jervine; in meth- 
anol. 

hydroxypyridines and not by « or y derivatives. The blue color obtained 
with the CeHrON base from veratramine was of a lighter shade than that 
from the jervine product, CgHuON, and this in turn was less intense than 
the deep color given by pyridoxine, which was used for comparison. An 
attempt is in progress to synthesize these bases for substantiation of For- 
mulas IV and V. 

The investigation of the residue which remained undistilled in the de- 
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hydrogenation of veratramine is still in a preliminary stage. However, the 
neutral hydrocarbon fraction, which AVas separated through alumina, has 
readily yielded in the first fractions a crystalline hydrocarbon (m.p,, 153.5- 
155.5°). This was indistinguishable in properties from the hydrocarbon 
C 22 H 20 (m.p., 154-155°) previously obtained from jeiwine (2). Like the 
jervine hydrocarbon, it failed to yield a stable picrate and gives a strong 



test Avith tetranitromethane. The absorption spectrum shoAvn in Fig. 4 is 
also in essential agreement Avith that previously found with the jeiwine 
product. In the earlier Avork a resemblance to the absorption curve of 
1 , 2-benzofluorene Avas discussed. However, the curve obtained is not 
incompatible Avith that to be expected of a chrysene homologue and this 
AA’ould be more consistent Avith recent data regarding the stiaicture of 
jervine. It is now planned to complete the study of these hydrocarbons. 
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From the data obtained a possible interpretation of the structure of 
veratramine is presented in Formula I. TJie close similarity of the ultra- 
\nolet absorption cun'cs of veratramine and dihj’-droveratramine (4) already 
published shows that the reactive double bond is separate and not conju- 
gated with those of the benzenoid ring. A recent determination in chloro- 
form solution has shown for veratramine a rotation of [a]” = —71.8° (c = 



Tig. 3. O = CeH 70 N; • = CgHuON; both in aqueous NaOH of pH 11.2 

0.99) and for dihydroveratramine, [a]|^ = -t-27.4° (c = 0.95). The molecu- 
lar rotation difference from this of —407° to be assigned to the double bond 
has not been interpreted from the available data. We are dealing with a 
benzenoid derivative. The A of —298° .shown by Barton and Klyne (10) 
for the bond is the nearest approach to the above difference. If the 
usual 3(^)-hydroxy-A^-stenol character is to be assigned to veratramine, 
it would require that Bing C is benzenoid. However, it appears doubtful 
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that a A'' double bond could resist a shift to A'^ for conjugation with such 
a near-by benzenoid Ring C. If Ring B is assumed i.o be benzenoid, it is 
similarly ti-ue that a double bond at A^"^ should readily shift to A” to conju- 
gate with Ring B . However, with A'® or A^^^ there might be less likelihood 
of double bond shift. But as a possible objection the molecular rotation 
contributions of such double bonds as listed by Barton and Klyne (10) 
and Fieser and Fieser (11) in otherwise saturated substances are -1-31° 



for A^® and -}-35° for A‘^ jf gj^jg chain, a further possi- 

bility is a A® base with Ring D enlarged and benzenoid. 

In the case of jeiwine, with one place of attachment of the oxidic linkage 
probably established on there remains in question its other point of 
attacliment. In the fonnation of isojervine it appears from its resistance 
to hydrogenation that a benzenoid structure has developed, even though 
the presence of the latter is not apparent in its ultraviolet absorption 
spectnun and is possibly masked by other contributing factors. For 
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further information a preliminary studj’’ was made of its behavior on 
selenium dehydrogenation. However, the instability of isojervine in a 
different sense resulted in a large amount of apparent resinification. 
From the volatile basic material a small phenolic basic fraction was sepa- 
rated, which in turn yielded only a very small amount of the methylethyl- 
hydroxypyridine originall}’’ obtained from jervine. There was no [evidence 
of the formation of the hydroxypicoline characteristic of veratramine. 
In view of the negative outcome of other studies of isojenTOe, its cor- 
rect interpretation has not been completed. There remains the pos- 
sibility that it retains the carbonjd group and that the isomerization 
involves removal of the S-hj’droxjd group, with double bond formation, 
and production of a benzenoid structure of Ring B, with accompanying 
rearrangement of the angular methyl group. Simultaneously, the two 
ac 3 'latable hydrox-j’l groups of isojei^nne may arise from cleavage of the 
oxidic bridge which ma}’’ be more labile in jer\’ine than in its hydrogena- 
tion products. Such structures would be represented by Formulas II 
and III for jer\dne and isojen-ine respectively. 

This possibility is supported by the previously reported experience with 
the hydrolysis of pseudojervine (5). With 2 per cent HCl, cleavage oc- 
curred, with the production of a large fraction of isojervine and no jervine. 
Under similar conditions jervine itself was converted to isojervine to the 
extent of less than one-third, and the major part was recovered unchanged. 
Tins nught suggest that during hydrolysis of the glycoside the liberated 3- 
hydroxyl group is activated and participates more readily in the double 
bond formation. There is some analogy for the loss of this hydroxyl in the 
conversion of periplogenin into trianh 5 droperiplogenin (12). 

In the case of jervine the possibility of an oxygen bridge between carbon 
atoms 23 and 21 or betv'cen carbons 23 and 27 must be considered. But 
the production of 3-methyl-6-ethylpyridine and its 5-hydroxy derivative on 
dehydrogenation and the failure to detect any bases with oxygen attached 
to the side chains, as in the case of ce\’ine (13), would appear to be against 
such an arrangement. An oxygen bridge to carbon 26 appears to be defi- 
nitely excluded by the character of isojervine and its stability to acids. 

EXPERUIENTAL 

Dehydrogenation of Veratramine — A ground mixture of 5 gm. of veratra- 
mine and 15 gm. of selenium contained in a flask, through which a very slow 
stream of nitrogen passed, w'as placed in a bath at 240°. The temperature 
during 20 minutes was gradually raised to 280° to permit water to distil off. 
During the following 30 minutes the temperature reached 300°. From 
the molten mass there was considerable gas evolution. Aside from the 
®niall amovmt, apparently water, very little condensed at first. After 
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20 minutes the temiierature was gradually raised to 330-335° and main- 
tained at this point for 2| hours. Gas evolution had subsided and a 
small amount of colored material had collected in the chilled receiver, al- 
though a less volatile and little colored product had accumulated in the 
upper portion of the flask. The distillate was worked up separately from 
the condensation product. After removal of some colored distillate with 
ether from the side aim of the flask, the washings were added to the few 
drops of distillate in the receiver. This extract (Fraction A) will be dis- 
cussed below. The less volatile condensate (Fraction B) in the reaction 
flask above the solidifled melt wms carefully dissolved with ether, contact 
Avith the loAver solid being avoided. The yelloAV ether solution Avas filtered 
from selenium and shaken AAuth 2 cc. of 10 per cent HCl. The aqueous 
phase became a deep red, AAuth precipitation of colored resinous salts. This 
Avas folloAved by a second 2 cc. of HCl and then repeatedly Avith small por- 
tions of Avater, wloich finally redissolved practically all of the solid. The 
remaining ether solution, which possibly contained some hydrocarbons 
and other neutral material, Avas not studied further. 

The HCl solution Avas treated AAuth excess 25 per cent NaOH until 
strongly alltaline, with accompanying color change to yelloAA'. The turbid 
mixture, which smelled of pyridine homologues, AA'as repeatedly extracted 
AAuth ether and this extract AA^as joined AAuth a similar fraction to be described 
later in connection Avith Fraction A. The alkaline aqueous phase aa^s satu- 
rated Avith CO 2 and then repeatedly extracted Avith ether. The dried ex- 
tract yielded 0.125 gm. of a slightly colored oil, AA’hich ciystallized from a 
small volume of ether as compact aggregates of Avedge-shaped micro plate- 
lets. The yield of this fraction Avas 40 mg., and an additional 10 mg. Avere 
obtained from the mother liquor. After recrystallization from benzene it 
melted at 137.5-139° (corrected). When mixed Avith the CsHnON base 
from jervine previously described (2) (m.p. 145-147°), a marked depression 
AA^as obtained. It Avas easily soluble in Avater, methanol, and ethanol. 

CoHjON. Calculated. C 66.02, H 6.47 
Found, (a) “ 66.40, " 6.72 

(6) “ 65.96, “ 6.53 

The aqueous solution gave a biwn-orange color Avith ferric chloride and 
coupled in alkaline solution Avith diazotized sulfanilic acid to a broAAm-j^elloAV 
solution. This changed to a bright yelloAv on acidification, but returned 
to the former color AAuth alkali. No difference was noted in parallel reac- 
tions Avith the substance from jervine. 

The mother liquors of this hydroxypicoline contained much oily material, 
Avhich Avas not studied further. 

The aboA’’e ether solution of Fraction A obtained from the x’eaction distil- 
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late Avas similarly treated to separate the basic phenolic fraction. The 
latter amounted to 60 mg. of resinous material. From the concentrated 
ether solution 5 mg. of ciystalline phenolic base, identical with the above 
hydroxjTDicoline, were obtained. 

The ether solutions of non-phcnolic bases from Fractions A and B Avere 
joined and on concentration yielded a thick, dark broAvn oil with an odor 
suggestive of the higher pyridines. When the material Avas treated again 
Avith ether, some undissolA’'ed substance remained, and the filtrate on con- 
centration gave about 50 mg. of residue. When dissolved in alcohol and 
treated AAith 50 mg. of picric acid in alcohol, a dark tar precipitated from 
AA’hich no crj'stalline material could be obtained. The supernatant solu- 
tion yielded on concentration a small amount of tar mbced with crystals, 
which were collected with alcohol. On recrystallization from acetone, 4 
mg. of light yellow needles AA-ere obtained Avhich melted at 224-227°. 
This substance has not been identified. 

Found, C 44.09, H 3.60 

The attempt to obtain methyletliAdpyridine from this fraction Avas un- 
successful. 

The undistilled residue Avhich remained in the original dehydrogenation 
flask was extracted Avith benzene. The filtered dark broA\Ti solution Avas 
extracted Avith 5 cc. of 10 per cent NaOH. An appreciable amount ap- 
peared to dissolve, with some slight tar formation. This Avas followed by 
repeated Avater extraction. The alkaline aqueous extract was saturated 
Avith CO 2 , Avhich caused some precipitation and foaming, and then re- 
peatedly extracted AAuth ether. This yielded 0.15 gm. of a colored resin. 
The latter Avas not completely studied beyond the isolation of a small 
amount of hydroxypicoline. 

The remaining benzene phase Avas shaken Avith 5 cc. of 10 per cent HCl, 
AA'hich caused precipitation of a dark red tar of salts. The acid extract Avas 
drained off and the mixture AA^as again shaken Avith 5 cc. of 10 per cent HCl. 
This was followed progressh’-ely with 5 cc. portions of Avater until the latter 
became but little colored. HoAA'-eAmr, most of the red tar of salts remained 
undissolved on the funnel Avails and the benzene phase AA'as separated, fol- 
loAved by rinsings. The HCl salt fraction Avas dissolved in methanol and 
the red solution Avas cleared from suspended material bj'^ centrifugation. 
The concentrated solution when made alkaline changed to a broAvn color. 
Extraction Avith benzene yielded 1.15 gm. of a colored resin of bases. This 
material in acetone yielded 0.17 gm. of a erystalline product, m.p. 248- 
250°, which appears to be a phenolic base and of the general order of cevan- 
thridine. A report on this substance Avill be presented in a later paper. 

The dried benzene solution, which contained essentially neutral material, 
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yielded 2.23 gm. of a dark colored tar. A solution of this in 15 cc. of ben- 
zene was chromatographed through 60 gra. of AI2O3 and developed with 
benzene. The color spread down in bands and the material quickly 
emerged as a yellow solution. At this point the first 15 cc. yielded 0.15 gm., 
which did not crystallize. The follmving 10 cc. contained O.G gm. of a 
partly crj’-stalline resin. The third 10 cc. gave 0.29 gm., which ciystallized 
more copiousl}’’, and the fourth 10 cc. gave 0.11 gm. of partly crystalline 
material. The following 10 cc. fractions eluted progressively less material, 
which from the tenth to the eighteenth fractions remained almost con- 
stant at about 20 mg. and again gi-adually ciystallized. More material ' 
was finall}'^ obtained in fractions with 1 per cent methanol in benzene. The 
study of these later fractions has been postponed. 

The second fraction was crystallized from a small volume of benzene at 
0° and collected in the cold with a little toluene. 72 mg. were obtained. 
The third and fourth fractions jdelded 45 and 2S mg., respectively. 
Further stud3'’ showed them to be essentially identical. After repeated re- 
crystallization from benzene-alcohol and then twice from ether, the sub- 
stance fonned long diamond-shaped leaflets which melted at 153,5-155.5°. 
The mixture with the C22H25 hydrocarbon from jendne (2) sintered at 151° 
and melted at 153.5-155.5.° The jervine product taken again for cora- 
paiison sintered at 152° and melted at 153.5-155.5°. The ultra\dolet ab- 
sorption spectrum is shoum in Fig. 4. 

CssH-o. Calculated. C 92.91, H 7.09, mol. wt. 284.18 

Found, (a) ” 92.55, “ 7.27 “ ” 274, 267.3 

(5) ” 92.82, “ 6.89 

Although concentration of a solution of the hydrocarbon and picric acid 
in acetone gave a red color, onl}’’ leaflets of the hy’-drocarbon crj'^stallized. 
When collected in three successive fractions, practically all of the hydro- 
carbon was recovered. Similarly, from benzene no picrate was obtained. 
With trinitrobenzene there appeared to be little tendency to form a stable 
compound. 

Dehydrogmation 0/ Isojervine — A mixture of 5 gm. of isojervine and 15 gm. 
of selenium was heated as in the previous case at first at 240°, and then the 
temperature was gradually raised to 325-330° and held at this point for 2 
hours. At about 310° an unusual amount of almost black material filled 
the upper portion of the apparatus and considerable dark oil accumulated 
in the receiver. "ViTien the distillate was dissolved in ether, the basic frac- 
tion was extracted udth HCl. From this solution the bases were liberated 
■until an excess of NaOH and reextracted udth ether. The mixture smelled 
distinctly of pyridine bases and was not studied further. The NaOH solu- 
tion, after neutralization "ufith CO2, was in turn extracted ndth ether. 
From this onl}’’ 15 mg. of a red-bro'wn resin were obtained. The solution in 
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ether, •when cleared -^nth norit and concentrated, jdelded characteristic, al- 
most rectangular leaflets. 3 nig. -were collected 'with ether. The sub- 
stance melted at 142-143° and, when mixed ivith the jem'ne product (m.p. 
145-147°), there •n-as no appreciable depression. "Vlflien mixed -with the 
hydro-xj-picoline from veratramine, a marked depression was obtained. 

CiHiiON. Calculated. C 70.02, H 8.0S; found, C 69.75, H 7.89 

Investigation of the undistilled residue in the reaction flask for additional 
phenolic basic material gave onl}' about 15 mg. of colored resin, from which 
none of the CsHnON compound could be crj'stallized. 

No attempt has been made to investigate the other fractions of the 
dehydrogenation. 

All of the analytical data have been furm'shed by Mr. D. Rigakos of this 
laboratoiy. 


SUM5W.RT 

The dehydrogenation of veratramine has yielded a phenolic base, 
CsHtON, which is closely related to the phenolic base, CsHuON, pre\d- 
ously obtained from jervine. The change in the ultraviolet absorption 
spectra of these substances ■\rith change of pH, as well as a positive color 
reaction, given •ndth the Folin-Denis reagent, afl'ords the strongest evidence 
that they are /3-hydro.xyp3'’ridine bases, and that the former is 3-methyl-5- 
hydroxypyridine and the latter 3-meth3d-6-ethyI-5-h3’’drox3T33’Tidine. The 
production of these substances in conjunction with other data has permit- 
ted certain conclusions regarding the structure of the parent steroidal bases. 

The hydrocarbon C 22 H 20 , previously obtained from jervine, has also 
been found ■with other cr 3 'stanine substances among the dehydrogenation 
products of veratramine. 
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AN/\J3R0BIC PHOSPHORYLATION DUE TO THE 
DISMUTATION OF a-KETOGLUTARIC ACID 
IN THE PRESENCE OF AMIMONIA* 

By F. EDMUND HUNTER, Jn., and WALTER S. HIXON 

(From {he Department of Pharmacology, University School of 

Medicine, St. Txiuis) 

(Received for publication, June 14, 1949) 

Reaction ( 1 ), the dismutation of a-ketoglutaric acid in the presence of 
ammonia to jdeld succinic acid, carbon dioxide, and glutamic acid, was re- 
ported by Krebs and Cohen ( 1 ) to occur in kidney and heart but not in 
liver. In the present work washed insoluble particles from rat liver were 

(1) 2 a-Ketoglutarate -f- NHi — > succinate -f CO: -b glutamate 

found to catalyze this dismutation. Phosphorylation has been found to 
be coupled with the dismutation, and this coupled reaction has been studied 
quantitatively. While this work was in progress, Krebs, Eggleston, and 
Hems (2) reported that the dismutation can be studied in liver homoge- 
nates, but that little reaction occurs in liver slices. Although the phosphor- 
ylation is readily demonstrated with washed liver particles, as reported 
below, it would be less practical to study the coupled phosphorylation in 
whole liver homogenates because of many side reactions. 

EXPEKIMENTAL 

Materials and Methods — ^The sources of materials were the same as for 
a previous investigation (3), except that in most cases the suspension of 
liver particles, which contained the enzyme system, was washed only twice 
instead of three times. The a-ketoglutaric acid was measured by the 
method of Friedemann and Haugen (4). The glutamic acid was deter- 
mined as a-amino acid according to Moore and Stein (5) after aeration to 
remove ammonia (at about pH 12). There is no reason to suspect the for- 
mation of significant amounts of any free amino acid except glutamic acid. 
The ammonia was trapped in 0.05 n H 2 SO 4 and measured by the same color- 
imetric ninhydrin method. Other determinations were made as previously 
described (3). 

The dismutation, as a rule, was followed manometrically by carbon diox- 
ide evolution from bicarbonate buffer (1). The balance experiment was 
carried out in Thunberg tubes. 

* This investigation was supported in part by a research grant from the Division 
of Research Grants and Fellowships of the National Institutes of Health, United 
States Public Health Service. 
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Results 

Occurrence of Dismutation — In anaerobic experiments very little reaction 
occurs when a-ketoglutarate is added to washed liver particles (Table I). 
This suggests that the enzymes essential for dismutation of a-ketoglu- 
tarate to succinate, carbon dioxide, and a-hydroxyglutarate are not all pres- 
ent. However, when ammonium ion is added al ong with the a-ketoglutarate, 
carbon dioxide liberation and removal of inorganic phosphate take place 


Table I 


Phosphorylation Due to Dismutation of a-Kctoglutaralc 


The final reaction mi.\ture contained 0.033 m KHCOj, 0.012 M potassium phosphate 
buffer, pH 7.6, 0.006 m MgCb, 0.0-1 M NaF, 0.04 m glucose, 0.0015 m adenosine triphos- 
phate, 0.0002 M diphosphopyridine nucleotide, 0.0001 m cocarboxylase, yeast hexo- 
Idnase, and rat liver enzj'me. Final volume 3.0 ml.; gas phase 95 per cent N: and 5 
per cent COj; incubated 30 to 45 minutes at 30°. All the values arc in micromoles. 
The carbon dioxide evolved has been corrected for retention by buffers in 
the medium. 


Experiment 

No. 

o-Ketoelutnrate 

added 

Ammonium ion 
added 

COj evolved 

COi, A 

Inorcanic phos- 
phate removed 

P; COi ratio 

1 



2.8 






50 

2.9 


1 





4.2 


j 




2 

7.1 

2.9 

0.8 



30 

i 10 

15.0 

10.8 

1 7.4 

0.69 


30 

60 

19.4 

15.2 

9.3 

0.61 


30 

; 50 

17.9 

13.7 

9.9 

0.72 

2 

40 


2.2 





40 

2 

4.1 

1.9 

1 


1 

40 1 

4 

6.5 

4.3 




40 

8 

9.9 

mum 




40 

12 

14.1 





20 

30 

9.4 




3 

50 

80 


8.4 1 

6.5 

0.66 

4 

50 

80 


10.0 

9.8 

0.98 

5 

50 

80 


6.3 

5.5 

0.86 

6 

50 

SO 


19.9 

13.9 

0.70 


Average 


0.75 


at a rapid rate (Table I). Experiments 1 and 2 indicate that the ammonia 
enters into the reaction stoichiometrically rather than catalytically, for the 
reaction stops when 1 molecule of carbon dioxide has been evolved per 
molecule of ammonia originally present. This is in quantitative agreement 
vdth the postulated reaction. Similarly, if ammonia is in excess and the 
a-ketoglutarate becomes limiting, the reaction stops when a little less than 
1 molecule of carbon dioxide has been evolved for each 2 molecules of 
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a-ketoglutarate added. This value corresponds to that e.\pccted from 
almost complete utilization of a-ketoglutarate in the dismutation. 

Phosjihorijhiion Coupled with Dismutation — Purified 3 'east he.voldnase' 
and glucose were added in all e.\periments. The removal of inorganic 
phosphate ^Yhich is linked nith the dismutation is also shomi in Table I. 
This phosphate is converted to an organic form corresponding to glucose- 
6-phosphate in its resistance to acid hj'drolj'sis. Acid hj'-drolj^sis was 
carried out on nearlj'' everj' experiment as a check on the possible formation 
of inorganic pjTophosphate. It will be noted that an average of 0.75 
molecule of phosphate is esterified per molecule of carbon dioxide evolved. 

Table II 

Balance Expcrimcnl 


The reaction mixture was similar to that in Table I, with the omission of KHCOj. 
The Thunberg tubes u-ere evacuated and flushed uith nitrogen several times. 55 
minutes at 20°. All the values are in micromoles. 



«-Ketoslut- 

arate 

Suednate 

Ammonia 

d'Amlno add 
(glutamate) 

Inorganic 

phosphate 



A 


A 


A 


A 


A 

a-Ketoglutarate -f 

45.1 


0 


74.3 


6.3 


61 


(NH 4 )jSO<, not in- 
cubated 











Nosubstrate, incu- 

0.6 


0.2 




8.6 


69.9 


bated 

0.3 


0 


fm 


8.1 


70.5 


(NHil-SO^jincu- 



0 


78.5 




69.8 

-0.4 

bated 

■bb 


0 


83.8 


9.8 


72.6 

+2.4 

a-Ketoglutarate, in- 

35.5 

-9.6 

3.7 

-h3.7 


-7.6 

11.1 

+2.7 

65 

-5.2 

cubated 

39.2 

-5.9 

2.6 

+2.6 

3.4 

-5.6 

11.7 

+3.3 

66.1 

-4.1 

a-Ketoglutarate d- 

5.6 

-39.5 


+20.2 

56.8 

-23.8 

26.8 

+16.9 

52.7 

-17.5 

(NHO-SOi, incu- 
bated 

8.8 

-36.3 

24.2 

+24.2 

58.2 

-22.4 

27.6 

+17.7 

53.2 

-17.0 


If one makes allowance for some loss in side reactions, the true value would 
appear to be 1.0. 

Chemical Balance — A. balance experiment was carried out to demonstrate 
the actual reaction occurring and therefore responsible for the observed 
phosphorylation. The data are presented in Table II. The removal of 2 
molecules of a-ketoglutarate and 1 molecule of jSTHj, with the formation 
of 1 molecule of succinate and 1 of glutamate, and the occurrence of one 
phosphorylation are rather clearly indicated. The agreement between 
values is ver 3 '- good, except that the succinate values are a little high. 
The increase in inorganic phosphate upon incubation of the mixture with- 

' The authors are indebted to Anheuser-Busch, Inc., for considerable amounts of 
bakers’ yeast used as a source for hexokinase. 
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out substrate (9 nu) in this particular experiment Avas tAvice as great as 
that found in the aAmrage experiment. The relatively small amount of 
reaction AA'^hich occurs AA^hen a-ketoglutarate alone is added may AA'ell be 
due to ammonia in the tissue or released during the incubation. By 
actual determination 9.8 fiM of ammonia Avere present in the complete 
controls at the end of the incubation, AA'hile only 3.2 jum Avere left in the 
tubes Avhen a-ketoglutarate (but no extra ammonia) Avas included. 

DISCUSSION 

The actual mechanism probably involves iminoglutaratc as an inter- 
mediate, as suggested by Krebs and Cohen (1). 

(2) a-Ketoglutarate + NHj — > a-iminoglutarato + HrO 

(3) a-Ketoglutarate — > auccinato + CO* + 2c 

(4) a-Iminoglutarate -f- 2c -p 2H'*' — > glutamate 

The point of origin of the high energy phosphate bond Avhich is trans- 
ferred OAmr the adenylate system to glucose is not determined by these 
experiments, but the most likely possibility is in the a-ketoglutarate to 
succinate reaction, since it seems unlikely that sufficient energy release 
Avould occur in reaction (4), and reaction (2) is probably non-enzymatic. 
The identity of any intermediate electron-transferring coenzyme remains 
to be established. While the present experiments demonstrate that the 
dismutation is catalyzed by the insoluble particles from liver and that 
phosphorylation can be linked Avith the reaction, the actual quantitative 
rdic of such reactions in the metabolism of aerobic cells may not be large. 
HoAA’ever, the reaction and the resulting phosphorylation are of the greatest 
immediate concern in trying to determine the number of phosphorylations 
AA'hich are coupled AAoth the oxidation of a-ketoglutarate to succinate 
aerobically. The occurrence of any of the possible dismutations during 
aerobic experiments, by contributing to the removal of inorganic phosphate 
but not to the oxygen consumption, would tend to give falsely high P:0 
ratios (inorganic phosphate removed to atoms of oxygen consumed). 

Since three washings of the tissue pai’ticles frequently 3 delded inactive 
preparations, while two AA’’ashings alAA^ays resulted in active preparations, 
it seems possible that part of the system necessary for conversion of a-keto- 
glutarate to glutamate may be removed. It is known from other AA^rk 
that three AA^ashings leave the a-ketoglutarate oxidizing system intact. 

SUMMARY 

1. The dismutation of a-ketoglutarate in the presence of ammonia to 
yield succinate, carbon dioxide, and glutamate is catalyzed by AA^ashed 
insoluble particles from homogenized rat liver. 
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2. Phosphori’lation of glucose via the adenj'late-hexokinase system can 
be coupled m’tli the di.smu<ation. Probabl.v one phosphoodation occurs 
per molecule of a-ke(oglufarale oxidized to .succinate. 
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PHOSPHORYLATION COUPLED WITH THE OXIDATION OF 
a-IC5TOGLUTARIC ACID* 

Bv F. EDMUND HUNTER, Jn., and WALTER S. HIXON 

(From Ihc Dcparlmcnl of Pharmacology ^ Washington University School of 
Medicine, Si. Louis) 

(Received for publication, June 14, 1949) 

Present evidence indicates that the energy released by cellular oxidations 
is in part captured in the form of high energy phosphate bonds, and that 
such phosphorjdations represent the major, if not the only, way in which 
oxidative energj’- is made available for the performance of the various 
functions of the cell. Thus it is of the greatest interest to determine the 
number of high energy phosphate bonds wliich can be created by the 
oxidation of each of the various foodstuffs and metabohtes. 

The question of the number of energy-rich phosphate bonds wliich 
could be generated by the single step oxidation of a-ketoglutarate to 
succinate and the passage of the electrons over the electron transport 
systems to oxygen was investigated several years ago by Ochoa (1), who 
concluded that the number was probably 3.0. This figure was consistent 
with the value of 3.0 earlier estimated to be the ratio of phosphorylations 
to atoms of oxygen consumed in the complete oxidation of pyruvate to 
carbon dioidde and water. These values have been widely accepted and 
used in profitable speculation about the phosphorylations coupled with 
oxidations in the tricarboxylic acid cycle. Although values as high as 
those of Ochoa have been seriously questioned by Ogston and Smithies (2), 
more recently Loomis and Lipmann (3) and Cross et al. (4) have published 
data which suggest that Ochoa’s figure is in the correct range. The 
present paper presents further data obtained with the washed liver particles 
used in earlier studies. The final experimental conditions were such as 
to reduce greatly the side reactions which would otherwise result in loss 
of a considerable fraction of esterified phosphate. In Ochoa’s investi- 
gation the directly observed P:0 ratios averaged less than 2.0 with heart 
muscle suspensions, whereas conditions have now been found under which 
it is possible to get directly determined P : 0 ratios of 3.4 to 3.5 with washed 
liver particles. This suggests that the true value in cellular metabolism 
may be 4.0. 

* This investigation was supported in part by a research grant from the Division 
of Research Grants and Fellowships of the National Institutes of Health, United 
States Public Health Service. 
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EXPERIMENTAIv 

Materials and Methods— The sources of materials^ and the methods 
were those previously used (5), except that the a-Jcctoglutaric acid was 
determined by only one method, that of Friedemann and Haugen (G). 

Experimental Conditions — ^Experiments Avere carried out in a standard 
Warburg apparatus with the bath temperature set at 15°. In order to 
avoid formation of precipitates of magnesium-fluoride-phosphate com- 
pounds, only a small amount of magnesium Avas included in the buffer 
medium. The major portion of the magnesium indicated by the final 
concentrations Avas mixed AAuth the tissue particle suspension. This mix- 
ture constituted the last addition to the Wai’l)urg A'^essel. The substrate 
was tipped in after equilibration at 15°. 

Results 

Temperature — ^^Vhen an incubation temperature of 30° Avas used in 
studying phosphorylation due to a-ketoglutaratc oxidation, P:0 ratios 
varied w'idely from 2.0 to 2.8 to an occasional 3.5. At first it Avas believed 
that the values over 3.0 AA’^ere due to unrecognized errors. HoAvever, as 
the study continued, it appeared that the phosphorylative mechanisms 
usually Avere inactivated more rapidly than the oxidative mechanisms. 
More credence AA'^as therefore attached to the possible xmlidity of the high 
P:0 values. Several experimental procedures Avere tried in an effort 
to find conditions A\diich Avould produce maximal phosphorylating activity. 
The simple procedure of loAvering the temperature to 15° for incubation 
resulted in experiments which consistently, AAuthout a single exception, 
shoAA^ed uncorrected P:0 ratios greater than 3.0 (aAmrago 3.7). There 
seems little doubt that lowering the temperature is of great importance 
for preventing loss of part of the phosphorylating mechanisms. Theo- 
retically the loAver temperature might also alter the proportion of phosphate 
bonds split in side reactions. HoAvever, there is reason to believe that 
losses in side reactions are minimal. Like Cross et al. (4) and Lehninger 
(7), Ave found that incubation at 30° Avithout substrate results in some loss 
of phosphorylating acthdty. It is clear that phosphoiylation and oxidation 
are easil}’' dissociated, since Avith prolonged storage the ability to phos- 
phorylate may be completely lost, even though the capacity to oxidize 
substrate remains. It is thus important to prevent such dissociation if 
maximal P:0 ratios are to be obtained. 

Possible Sources of Error Which TFere Controlled, (i) Inorganic Pyro- 
phosphate Formation — Routine acid hydrolysis Avas carried out as a check 
on possible formation of inorganic p 3 Tophosphate, since formation of this 

* The authors are indebted to Anheuser-Busch, Inc., for considerable amounts of 
bakers' yeast used as a source for hexokinase. 
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substance might jneld falsel}’ high P:0 ratios, due to the removal of 2 
inorganic phosphate molecules, while onlj" 1 energj'-rich phosphate bond 
was being formed. Since the increase in inorganic phosphate on 10 
minutes hydrolj’-sis in 1 K H^S 04 was in general of the same order of magni- 
tude in the controls and in the samples with substrate, and since the 
increase approximated that expected from the adenosine diphosphate 
which might be present, it was concluded that inorganic p3Tophosphatc 
was not formed under the conditions used. This same conclusion has been 
reached bj’’ Cross d ah (4), who found no pjTophosphate when hexokinasc 
and glucose were used. 

(2) Phosphorylation Due to Dismutation of a-Kdoglutarate — This tj'^pe 
of reaction, exemplified b}’’ the one discussed in the preceding paper (8), 
would cause falselj' high P:0 values if it occurred simultaneous!}’’ with 
the oxidation, for it would contribute to inorganic phosphate removal but 
not to the oxygen consiunption. Anaerobic controls were run simultane- 
ously with the aerobic experiments (Table I). These indicated a small 
amoimt of inorganic phosphate removal in some experiments, with almost 
negligible amounts in others. 

(S) Phosphorylation Due to Dismutation of a-Ketoglutarate Followed by 
Oxidation of Glutamate — This sequence of reactions would result in one 
phosphorylation due to the dismutation, and possiblj" three due to glu- 
tamate oxidation, jnelding a P:0 ratio of 4.0. Glutamate is readily oxi- 
dized bj' the enzjTne preparation. A small amount of anunonia might act 
catalytically to permit the dismutation, for ammonia would be regenerated 
in the o.xidation of the glutamate. This possibility would not be ruled 
out bj’’ the anaerobic controls mentioned above, for in them the ammonia 
would not be regenerated, 'tt'hen the possible occurrence of these re- 
actions was checked bj' adding 30 of ammonia in both the aerobic 
and the anaerobic parts of the e.xperiment, the removal of a-ketoglutarate 
and inorganic phosphate in each case was the same as if no ammonia had 
been added (Table I). These findings indicate that very little dismuta- 
tion occurred even when ammonia was added in large amounts. Such a 
conclusion is consistent with the observation made previously (8) that 
liver particles washed three times usually would not catalyze the dis- 
mutation. 

(4) Glycolytic Phosphorylation — ^There is no evidence for phosphory- 
lation from glycotysis of glucose or traces of glycogen which might be 
present in the tissue, as indicated by the controls ■without a-ketoglutarate 
as substrate. These all contained glucose, hexokinase, and amounts of 
adenosine triphosphate sufficient for priming the reaction; yet inorganic 
phosphate increased, instead of decreasing, during incubation due to 
phosphatase action. However, the possibility still existed that some of 
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the much larger amounts of glucose-G-P 04 formed in tlie vessels with 
a-ketoglutarate might be converted to hexose diphosphate and undergo 

Table I 

Phosphorylation Due to Oxidation of a-Kctoglutaratc 
The final reaction mixture contained approximately 0.025 M potassium phosphate 
buffer, pH 7.5, 0.04 m NaF, 0.006 m MgCh, 0.04 m glucose, 0.0015 M adenosine triplios- 
phate, 0.0002 m diphosphopyridine nucleotide, 0.0001 m cocarboxylase, cytochrome 
c, yeast hexokinase, and rat liver enzyme. Final volume 2.7 ml. 30 to 35 /iM of a- 
ketoglutarate as indicated. Incubation aerobically or anaerobicallj’’ as indicated for 
50 to 75 minutes at 15°. All the values are expressed as micromoles. “Phosphate” 
always refers to inorganic phosphate. Each experiment was performed in duplicate 
throughout. 



Experiment No. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6* 

Phosphate before incubation 
Aerobic oxidation 

59.6 

65.2 

02.2 

63.1 

63.9 

65.5 

O.xygen consumed 

4.6 

5.6 

5.5 

5.S 

5.2 

5.6 

Phosphate after incubation with- 

61.3 

CS.6 

66.3 

67.7 

69.1 

71.6 

out substrate 

Phosphate after incubation with 

1 

25.5 

27.0 

23.7 

26.6 

30.9 

30.1 

substrate 

A phosphate duo to a-kctoglutarate 

-35.8 

-41.6 

! 

-42.6 

-41.1 

-38.2 

1-41.5 

P:0 ratio 

3.9 

3.7 

3.9 

3.5 

3.7 

3.7 

a-Ketoglutarate removed 


12.9 

12.3 

11.9 

10.1 

13.5 

Succinate formed 

Anaerobic dismutation 



i 

7.5 

7.9 


Phosphate after incubation with- 

59.2 

07.9 

64.7 

06.1 

68.8 

6S.9 

out substrate 

Phosphate after incubation with 

56.2 

02.9 

62.9 

04.8 

i 

C6.S i 

67.1 

substrate 

A phosphate due to a-ketoglutarate 

-3.0 

-5.0 

-l.S 

-1.3 

- 2.0 

-l.S 

a-Ketoglutarate removedf 
Glycolytic phosphorylation, 30 /xu 


■ 

■ 

3.3 

0.8 

4.4 

fructose-1 , 6-diphosphate 
Phosphate before incubation 


■ 

■ 

74.8 

72.6 


Phosphate after incubation 


■■ 


77.3 

76.8 


P:0 ratio corrected for anaerobic re- 

3.6 



3.4 

3.5 

3.5 

moval of phosphatef 


HI 

M 





* 30 tAi of NH 4 CI added in this experiment, 
t Amount too small to be determined with accuracj\ 

t In Experiments 1, 2, and 3 the P;0 ratios were 3.1, 3.2, and 3.2 with malonate 
present. 

glycolysis. When this was checked by adding hexose diphosphate, no 
glycolytic phosphorylation was obseiwed (Experiments 4 and 5, Table I). 
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Balance Experiments — The removal of a-lcetoglutarate agi'eed fair]}'- well 
■with the atoms of ox 3 'gen consumed, but was usuall}'- a little larger (Table I). 
About 75 per cent of the a-ketoglutarate disappearing could be recovered 
as succinate, as shown in Experiments 4 and 5. 

P:0 Ratios — The directlj’- determined ratios for moles of inorganic 
phosphate to atoms of oxygen consumed (Table I) were 3.5 to 3.9 (average 
3.7). With corrections for anaerobic phosphorj-lation the average is re- 
duced to 3.4 to 3.5. As noted in the “Discussion,” this anaerobic correc- 
tion may be too large. In order to err, if at all, on the conservative 
side, no allowance is made for possible splitting of phosphate bonds in 
side reactions. The presence of the hexokinase S 3 ’'stem, of course, greatly 
reduces the losses through such side reactions, since adenosine triphosphate 
is not allowed to accumulate. 


DISCUSSION 

Ideall}’- one should stud}*- the 3 'ield of pho3phor3']ation from a single 
one-step reaction, such as «-ketoglutarate — » succinate, with an inhibitor 
to block further oxidation of the product. In the early phases of this 
work malonic acid and several other substances were used in an attempt 
to achieve such conditions. Ever}"- substance tried so far seems to inhibit 
phosphorylation, although the effect is least marked with malonate. To 
avoid this inhibition the experiments reported here were done without 
any inhibitor, with the result that slightly higher P:0 ratios were obtained 
(Table I). Similar conclusions as to the effect of inhibitors of phos- 
phorylation have been reached by Cross el al. (4) and Lehninger (7). 
The presence of malonate in Ochoa’s e.xperiments with a-ketoglutarate 
may have reduced the phosphorylation. The failure of most of the suc- 
cinate to be further oxidized immediately when malonate is omitted must 
be due to the low substrate concentrations, for the same enzyme prepa- 
ration rapidly oxidizes succinate added in higher concentrations. If suc- 
cinate oxidation should occur, it would actually lower the P:0 ratio, since 
unpublished data indicate a P:0 ratio of 1.7 to 1.8 for succinate oxidation 
in this system. 

The question as to whether changes due to the anaerobic reaction 
should be deducted is a debatable one. While there is the general tendency 
to assume that such anaerobic reactions would be less prominent in the 
vessels of the aerobic experiment, the possibility exists that the dismuta- 
tion might be more prominent, due to release of more ammonia from the 
tissue under aerobic conditions. In any case we know that the dismutation 
results in esterification of only 0.9 molecule of phosphate for each 2 mole- 
cules of a-ketoglutarate used. 

Ochoa’s P:0 value of 3.0 for the complete oxidation of p 3 Tuvate to 
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carbon dioxide and water is based on directly obseiwed values that were 
close to 2.0 plus carefully determined corrections for losses in side re- 
actions. The suggestion of Ogston and Smithies (2) that values even as 
high as 2.0 are somewhat unlikely is based on several assumptions Avhicli 
appear to be unjustified. They assume that 16,700 calories are essential 
for the generation of every phosphate bond, when most of them may be 
generated at about a 12,000 to 13,000 calorie level. They also assume 
that onlj'- the oxidation-reduction potential beloAV the leAml of cjdochrome 
c can be used for generating energy-rich phosphate bonds. Finally, they 
challenge the vahdity of Ochoa’s corrections for losses in side reactions. 
It seems certain that losses occurred in Ochoa’s system, and that major 
corrections were justified. 

The directly detennined P:0 ratios of 3.5 for a-keloglutarate oxidation 
reported here suggest that relatively small corrections for losses in side 
reactions Avould bring the value up to 4.0. Using 4.0 for a-ketoglutarate 
and 2.0 for succinate, one might employ relati^'■e oxidation-reduction 
potential levels to estimate that the P:0 ratio would be 4.0 for pyruvate 
— ^ active acetate, 3.0 for isocitrate — > oxalosuccinate, and 3.0 for malate — > 
oxalacetate. Thus, in the five oxidative steps in the o.xidation of pyruvate, 
16 energy-rich phosphate bonds would be generated for an average P’.O 
of 3.2. This figure is not far from the corrected value reported by Ochoa. 
Lehninger (9) has recently reported data suggesting the value (corrected) 
of 3.0 for systems at the oxidation-reduction level of the /3-hydroxy- 
butyrate-acetoacetate system. Cross ei al. (4) have reported at least one 
value over 3.0 for a-ketoglutarate oxidation in indicating the range 
covered by their average of 2.4. 

The point of origin of the high energy phosphate bonds during «-keto- 
glutarate oxidation in general remains to be determined. If the value 
of 4.0 is accepted, the individual phosphorylations can tentatively be 
assigned to the general steps already known in the electron transfer systems 
somewhat as follows: (1) substrate oxidation; (2) oxidation of some co- 
enzyme at the diphosphopyridine-triphosphop 3 '’ridine nucleotide level, al- 
though neither of these has been proved to participate in a-ketoglutarate 
oxidation; (3) oxidation of a flavoprotein; (4) oxidation in the cydochrome 
region. Such an assignment of the phosphorylations is made on the basis 
of considerations of energy and standard o.xidation-reduction potentials; 
f.e., on the assumption that there are present approximately equal amounts 
of the oxidized and reduced components of each system. Only extreme 
divergence from standard conditions would upset these assignments. 

SUMMARY 

1. When a-ketoglutarate is oxidized to succinate at 15° by washed rat 
liver particles supplemented with hexokinase and glucose, directly deter- 
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mined P:0 ratios (inorganic phosphate removed to atoms of oxygen con- 
sumed) of 3.5 to 3.9 can be obtained. 

2. T^Tien corrections are made for possible side reactions, the P:0 
ratios are still definitelj' over 3.0 (average 3.4 to 3.5), a fact which suggests 
that the actual value may be 4.0. 

3. Use of incubation temperatures lower than those commonly used 
seems important for obtaining high P:0 values consistently. 
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URIC ACID AND ALLANTOIN EXCRETION IN NORMAL 
AND TUMOR-BEARING MICE* 

By ALLAN D. BASS and ELIZABETH F. PLACE 

(From the Department of Pharmacology, Syracuse University College of 
Medicine, Syracuse) 

(Received for publication, June 2, 1949) 

The nature of the action of chemical agents on neoplastic cells is receiving 
considerable attention at the present time. Kopac (1) reported that stil- 
bamidine forms an insoluble complex with ribonucleate, liberating the pro- 
tamine normally attached to the nucleic acid. Numerous studies with 
colchicine (2) suggest that this agent also interferes with the metabolism of 
nucleoprotein. Certain nitrogen mustards (3, 4) have been shown to have 
a selective action on Ijunphocytes, cells which contain high concentrations 
of nucleoproteins. 

Krizek, Silverbach, and Schwartz (5) gave lethal doses of x-rays to dogs 
and observed no increase in uric acid or allantoin excretion. Since these 
animals were given total body radiation, the l5Tnphoid tissues, which are 
large reservoirs of nucleoproteins, were included. This observation was 
somewhat unexpected, since in many ways the effects of x-rays on tissues 
resemble those of “chemomitotic poisons.” This suggested that there 
might be some interference with nucleoprotein catabolism imder the condi- 
tions of the study. It seemed desirable to conduct similar studies with 
chemical agents. Since large masses of lymphoid tissue can be obtained 
by employing animals bearing specific tumors, mice bearing the Gardner 
lymphosarcoma were selected for this investigation. This further per- 
mitted a comparison of the response of normal and mahgnant lymphoid 
tissue under identical conditions. 

EXPERIMENTAL 

Pure strain and Fi hybrid, CsH mice of both sexes were used in this in- 
vestigation. The animals were maintained on Purina dog chow and given 
tap water ad libitum. 

The Gardner lymphosarcoma, 6C3HED, was transplanted subcutane- 
ously by trochar, the tissue being deposited half way between the fore and 
hind limbs on the right side of the animal. Therapy was begun on the 
tumor-bearing mice approximately 11 days after the transplantation, at a 
time when a mass was readily discernible and easily measured. The longi- 

* This investigation was supported by a research grant from the National Cancer 
Institute of the National Institutes of Health, United States Public Health Service. 
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tudinal and transverse diameters of each tumor were measured with calipers 
and the mean dimension (one-half the length plus the width) expressed in 
mm. At the end of the experimental period, the animals were sacrificed 
bj’’ severing the cervical cord, the spleens removed, cleaned, and weighed 
immediately. 

The selected chemicals v'ere administered, intraperitoneally, bis03-chloro- 
ethyl)amine (nitrogen mustard) as 0.1 per cent solution in saline and col- 
chicine U. S. P. as 0.02 per cent solution in distilled water. The control 
animals received an equivalent amount of the appropriate solvent. 

Uric acid in the urine was determined according to the method of Folin 
( 6 , 7). For blood uric acid Folin’s revised micromethod was followed. 
Calculation of the amount of non-uric acid color in the urine after incuba- 
tion wdth uncase ( 8 ) showed that 92 to 97.8 per cent of the amount obtained 
by the preceding method w'as true uric acid color. Allantoin in the urine 
was determined by the method of Young and Conway (9), and urine creati- 
nine was deteimined according to the standard Folin procedure (10). 

To obtain sufficient quantities of urine for study it w^as necessary to use 
that amount excreted by a group of ten animals. Urine samples were col- 
lected for a period of 3 hours, during which the animals had no access to 
food or w'ater. This prevented any possible dilution of the sample or its 
contamination vdth food. The urine was removed from the collecting ves- 
sels at hourly intervals and frozen immediately. The completion of the col- 
lection period w'as 6 hours after therapy (average amount, approximately 
1.5 cc.). 24 hour collections were not employed because of the difficulty of 
obtaining uncontaminated specimens. Since 3 hour urine specimens were 
used, uric acid and allantoin excretion over a 24 hour period could not be 
studied. The method of Forsham et al. ( 11 ), in wliich uric acid-creatinine 
ratios are employed, w^as adopted. 

Blood w^as collected by decapitation 6 hours after the last treatment on 
the 3rd day of therapy. 


DISCUSSION 

A search of the literature failed to reveal any data on the e.\'cretion of 
uiic acid or allantoin in mice. Since only the urine e.\creted in a 3 hour 
period could be employed, it ivas essential that the creatinine excretion 
remain constant and reproducible. In untreated groups of ten animals 
each, the urine creatinine values varied beriveen 90 and 100 mg. per cent. 
In tieated groups only occasional values Avere found as low as 80 mg. per 
cent, and only rarely did one e.xceed 100 mg. per cent. 

Fig. 1 illustiates a typical experiment showdng the uric acid and allantoin 
excietion in untreated tumor-bearing C 3 H mice. Uric acid, allantoin, and 
creatinine were determined as mg. per 100 cc. of urine. 
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The uric acid-creatinine ratios are seen to increase steadily until they 
reach a plateau 6 or 7 da 3 '^s before death and remain about 100 per cent 
above the initial values. In contrast, the allantoin-creatinine ratios re- 
main at normal levels until about 48 hours preceding death, at which time 
they become de&nitelj'^ elevated. 

Fig. 2, A illustrates the effects of colchicine and nitrogen mustard on 
tumor growth and spleen weight. Colcliicine in doses of 0.75 mg. per kilo 
dail 3 '’ for 3 daj’’s was found to have consistently striking effects in producing 
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Fig. 1. Uric acid and allantoin e.xcretion in untreated tumor-bearing mice, strain 
C,H. 

tiunor regression. The group of mice receiving nitrogen mustard (4 mg. per 
kilo initially and 2 mg. per kilo per day thereafter) show some tumor regres- 
sion and a definite reduction in the weight of the spleen. It is seen that an 
amount of colchicine which was sufficient to produce much more complete 
tumor regression than is seen with nitrogen mustard had little or no effect 
upon spleen weight. These findings after colchicine therapy are not in 
agreement with those of Leblond (12), who, using the rat as the experi- 
mental animal, foimd that colchicine produced a very definite reduction in 
the size of the spleen. 
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U(T) 


COCT) 


NCT) 


Fig. 2, A. Effect of colchicine and nitrogen mustard. CjH F: hybrid mice bearing 
Gardner tumor. V = untreated, CO — colchicine-treated, N = nitrogen mustard- 
treated, (IT) = animals bearing tumors. 



HOURS AFTER TREATMENT 
Fig. 2, B. Conditions as for Fig. 2, A 

Fig. 2, B shows the uric acid-creatinine and allantoin-creatinine ratios 
obtained from a study of the urine of these same animals. Both colchicine 
and nitrogen mustard caused an elevation of the uric acid-creatinine ratio, 
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but the colchicine effect was more pronounced. The allantoin-creatinine 
ratios were rather variable, but remained within the normal range. 



Fig. 3. CjH Fi hybrid tumor-bearing mice treated with colchicine. Animals 
sacrificed 54 hours after initial therapy. XHf) = untreated, CO{T) = colchicine 
treated. 



Fig. 4, A. Effect of colchicine. CjH Fi mice. V = untreated, CO = colchicine- 
treated, {T) = animals bearing tumora. 


Blood unc acid was detenmned in colchicine-treated tumor-bearing mice. 
Fig. 3 shows a significant increase in these values under conditions which 
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resulted in marked tumor regression. However, such striking differences 
were not uniformly obtained. 

Another experiment was designed to compare the effects of colchicine 
upon tumor-bearing mice with its action in animals free of malignant tissue. 
Untreated tumor animals were also used for comparison. Again it is seen 
in Fig. 4, A that, although colchicine caused a marked tumor regression, it 
produced veiy little if any change in spleen weight of either tumor-bearing 
mice or the normal controls. Fig. 4, B shows the characteristic increase in 
uric acid-creatinine ratios obtained when tumor-bearing mice are treated 
Avith a dose of colchicine sufficient to cause definite tumor regression. The 



HOURS AFTER TREATMENT 
Fig. 4, B. Conditions as for Fig. 4, A 

non-tumor animals with colchicine showed about the same increase in uric 
acid-creatinine ratios as Avas demonstrated in the untreated tumor-bearing 
mice. « 


SUMMARY 

Uric acid and allantoin excretion has been determined in both tumor- 
bearing and non-tumor-bearing mice treated with colchicine. Similar 
studies have been made AAUth nitrogen mustard in tumor-bearing mice. In 
every instance uric acid excretion was increased, AAdth little or no change in 
the allantoin excretion. 

The increase in uric acid excreted aa'rs greatest in the colchicine-treated 
tumor-bearing mice. 
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The fact that the uric acid excretion was increased and the allantoin ex- 
cretion was not reduced after the administration of nitrogen mustard or 
colchicine suggests that there is no significant alteration in the normal 
mechanism of purine catabolism. 

In mice the response of malignant Ij-mphoid tissue to colchicine is more 
striking than that of the Ijunphoid tissue of the normal spleen. As reduc- 
tion in weight of the spleen in the mouse is consistently seen when “alarm- 
ing” stimuli are employed (13), it is suggested that the increase in uric acid 
axcretion and tumor regression obsen^ed are due to a specific action of the 
chemical on the Ijmiphoid tissue. 
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A NEW AND CONVENIENT SYNTHESIS OF 4-AMINO-5- 
IMIDAZOLECARBOXAMIDE 

By ELLIOTT SHAW* and D. W. WOOLLEY 
(From Ihc Lahoralorics of The Rockefeller Inslilulc for Medical Research, New York) 

(Received for publication, July 5, 1949) 

An amine formed by Escherichia coli during sulfonamide bacteriostasis 
(1) has been identified as 4-amino-5-imidazolecarboxamide O'’) (2). Since 
sulfonamide inhibition apparently blocks the bios 5 Tithesis of purines, the 
suggestion has been made (2) that the aminoimidazole carboxamide (V) is a 
precursor of purines and acciunulates in the medium due to a blocked reac- 
tion involving the insertion of the single carbon atom necessary for the com- 
pletion of the purine ring system. Further study of the possible metabolic 
role of this amine v^ould be facilitated by an adequate source of material. 
A synthesis described by Windaus and Langenbeck (3) starting with 
methylglyoxal was found to provide an over-all yield of 1 per cent of the 
desired base. Therefore, an alternate method of preparation was under- 
taken. Making use of a new imidazole synthesis in which a formamido- 
acetamidine is cyclized to a 4-aminoimidazole, we have been able to prepare 
4-amino-5-imidazolecarboxamide in an over-all jneld of 30 per cent, starting 
with ethyl cyanoacetate. 

The imino ether of ethyl cyanoacetate (I) was treated with alcoholic 
ammonia, simultaneous introduction of the amidine and amide groups taking 
place. The resultant malonamamidine (II) was coupled with benzenedia- 
zonium chloride to yield the phenylazo derivative (HI). When the azo 
compoimd was reduced with zinc dust in 98 per cent formic acid, the 
formamido derivative of malonamamidine (IV) was obtained. The formyl 
group in this compound exhibited the expected lability to acid, undergoing 
ready deformylation to the amino amidine (VII) . As the free base, the 
formamido amidine (IV) hydrolyzed in aqueous solution to formamido- 
malonamide (VI). 

Ring closure of the formamido amidine (IV) to 4-amino-5-imidazole- 
carboxamide (V) was achieved most conveniently merely by melting the 
formamido compound as the hydrochloride. Eventually the mass crystal- 
lized as amino imidazole hydrochloride. At 170°, for example, the thermal 
cyclization was complete in 10 minutes, yielding 89 per cent of V after one 
recrystallization. Although the base hydrochloride was described by 
Stetten and Fox (1) as having a melting point of 210-215°, the hydro- 

* Fellow of the National Institutes of Health. 
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chloride obtained in both the new synthesis and that of Windaus and 
Langenbeck melted at 255-256°. The free base and picrate, however, had 
properties in agreement \vith both the natural material (1) and that pro- 
duced by the older synthesis (3). 
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The possibility of achieving new syntheses of purines through intermedi- 
ate imidazoles made readily accessible bj' the new ring closure is being 
investigated. 


EXPERIMENTAL 

Melting points were determined in a copper block and are uncorrected. 

Malonamamidine Hydrochloride (//)— Ethyl cyanoacetate wms converted 
to the inaino ethyl ether hydrochloride, m.p. 213-215°, in a 79 per cent yield 
as described by Gliclonan and Cope (4). Dried, pulverized imino ether 
hydrochloride (30 gm.), suspended in absolute alcohol (300 ml.) previously 
saturated rvith ammonia, was occasionally shalcen while gaseous ammonia 
was bubbled through for 4 hours. The suspension was kept at room tem- 
per^ui e in a stoppered flask for 5 days. Although initially gradual solution 
of the imino ether was apparent, crystals of amidine hydrochloride soon 
separated and complete solution rvas not observed. The product was 
na ly filtered and combined rvith a second crop obtained on concentration 
of the filtrate, yielding 15.8 gm., 76 per cent, m.p. 169-175°. For an ana- 
ytrcal sample, a solution of the amidine hydrochloride in a minimum 
of water was treated rvith 5 volumes of absolute alcohol; ether was 
176^17^^^^^ '^lystallization began. The needles thus produced melted at 

CjHaONjCl. Calculated, Cl- 25.80, N 30.64; found, Cl" 26.64, N 30.61 
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Pinner mentioned the synthesis of this amidine (5) mthout giving details 
and recorded the melting point as 150°. 

Phenylazomalonamamidinc Hydrochloride {III) — ^Aniline (10.5 ml.) dis- 
solved in 6 N hydrochloric acid (65 ml.) was diazotized below 5° by the 
gradual addition of a solution of sodium nitrite (8.5 gm.) in water (50 ml.). 
5 minutes after the addition was complete, exxess nitrous acid was decom- 
posed -^Vith urea. The diazonium solution was then poured into a solution 
of the amidine (II) (15.5 gm.) in water (75 ml.) and the pH of the resultant 
mixture brought to about 4 by the addition of a concentrated aqueous 
sodium acetate solution. Yellow needles of azo compound began to sep- 
arate. The reaction was allowed to proceed at room temperature for 
several hours, then left overnight in the ice box to complete crystallization. 
The filtered product was washed with a small amount of water and desic- 
cated in vacuo, 3 aelding 24.2 gm., 90 per cent, m.p. 196-198°. Recrystal- 
lized from alcohol and ether, a sample was obtained which melted at 
199-200°. 

CsHi.ONtCl. Calculated, Cl" 14.67, N 28.98; found, Cl" 14.49, N 28.74 

Formamidomalonamamidine Hydrochloride {IV) — ^Phenylazomalonam- 
amidine hydrochloride (25 gm.) was added in portions during 1 hour to a 
suspension of zinc dust (50 gm.) in 98 per cent formic acid (275 ml.). The 
mkture was agitated occasionallj’’, but no attempt was made to dissipate 
the heat of reaction. After the addition was complete, the suspension was 
warmed on a hot plate until the residual azo color was discharged, then 
filtered. The filtered material was washed wdth formic acid and the com- 
bined filtrates concentrated to a s^Tup in vacuo. The concentration was 
repeated with several additions of water until the odor of formic acid was 
no longer evident, the temperature of the material being kept below 50° 
during the process. The residue was taken up in water (100 ml.) and freed 
of zinc bj' means of hydrogen sulfide. The filtrate from the zinc sulfide 
was now taken to a syrup in vacuo with repeated additions of absolute alco- 
hol to remove water. To separate the product from the fonnanilide formed 
in the reaction, the residue was dissolved in methanol and treated dropwise 
Avith methanolic HCl until a strongly acidic reaction wrns sho^vn on addition 
of a drop to moistened indicator paper. The addition, without delay, of a 
large volume of anhydrous ether precipitated the product as a gum from 
which the ethereal supernatant containing formanilide was shortly de- 
canted. A few drops of water added to the product induced crystallization. 
The mass was broken up with 95 per cent ethanol added gradually, foUowmd 
by anhydrous ether to complete crystallization. The yield was 12.3 gm. 
or 63 per cent calculated as the hemihydrate; m.p. 93-95°. While the prod- 
uct could be recrystallized in well formed crystals from aqueous ethanol 
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by the addition of ether, the melting points after successive crystallizations 
varied in either direction, due to the instability of the material in this treat- 
ment. The product obtained on the first crystallization was generally 
used in the imidazole cyclization without further attempt at purification. 
For analysis, a recrystallized sample, m.p. 95-90°, was dried over P2O5 
at 56°. 

CJlsOiNiCl-iHoO. Calculated, Cl- 18.70, N 29.56; found. Cl" 18.37, N 29.51 

Formamidomalonamamidine did not couple with diazotizcd sulfanilic 
acid, but a strongly alkaline solution warmed in a water bath for a few 
minutes did give an orange color in the coupling reaction. Such alkali- 
treated material also could be diazotized and coupled, as in the Bratton- 
Marshall procedure. Some formation of amino imidazole apparentlj’’ takes 
place in alkaline solution. However, a preparative conversion of the form- 
amido compound to the imidazole cannot be achieved under these condi- 
tions due to extensive hydrolysis of the amidine group with the formation 
of formamidomalonamide (VI) as shown by the following experiment. 

Formamidomalonamamidine hydrochloride (0.425 gm.) was converted 
to the free base by addition of 0.1 n NaOH (25 ml.) and the solution was 
refluxed for If hours, Avhereupon ammonia was evoh^ed. The solution 
was taken to dryness and the residue recrystallized from water. The 
crystals obtained, m.p. 203-205°, did not depress the melting point of 
formamidomalonamide (G). A ydeld of 52 per cent w’as obtained. 

Aminomalonamamidine Dihydrochloride {VII) — The formamido com- 
pound (3.2 gm.) was refluxed with methanolic HCl (75 ml.) plus sufidcient 
water added dropwise to the boiling suspension to bring about solution. 
After 10 minutes, the solution wms taken to diyness in vacuo. The residue 
was thinned with a few drops of wmter and crystallized by the slow addition 
X of absolute alcohol and ether. The product was obtained as colorless 
crystals, 2.5 gm., m.p. 208-209°, in a yield of 78 per cent. A sample re- 
crystallized by the above method melted at 209-210°. 

CjHioONiCh. Calculated, 01“ 37.55, N 29.62; found, Cl" 37.22, N 29.66 

4-Am.ino-5-imidazolecarl)oxamide Hydrochloride (F) — Formamidoraalon- 
amamidine hydrochloride (2.5 gm.) was heated in a flask placed in an oil 
bath whose temperature was held at about 170°. The amidine melted 
and, -within 10 minutes, most of the mass crystallized as the aminoimidazole- 
carboxamide. The flask was cooled and the product recrystallized from 
a concentrated aqueous solution by the addition of ethanol followed by 
ether, yielding 1.9 gm., 89 per cent, melting with decomposition at 255- 
256°. The melting point was unchanged by further recrystallization. 

C 4 H 70 NiC 1 . Calculated. Cl- 21.81, C 29.54, H 3.72 
Found. “ 21.36, “ 29.39, “ 4.13 
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When the cj'clization was carried out at 130°, crystallization of the molten 
material did not take place until it had been heated for 20 minutes. In 
this run a gentle A^acuum Avas applied intennittently to facilitate the remoA'al 
of AA’ater formed in the reaction. 

4-.'bniuo-0'imidazolecarbo.vamide AA'as also prepared the method of 
Windaus and Langenbcck (3) AA'ith modifications suggested b}^ Allsebrook, 
Gulland, and Storj' (7). The hydrochloride obtained melted at 255-256° 
AA-ith decomposition and this melting point AA-as not depressed by admixture 
AAith the hydrochloride obtained as described aboA'e. In addition, the 
corresponding free bases melted at 168-109° and 3 delded picrates melting 
at 237-238°; in each case mixed melting points gaA^e no depression. 

sroniAHY 

A neAA' method has been described for the sjmthesis of 4-ammo-5-im- 
idazolecarbo.xamide, an amine accumulated by Escherichia coli during 
sulfonamide bacteriostasis. This method, AA'hich is superior in ease of oper- 
ation and yield to the aA^ailable method, starts AA’ith ethjd cyanoacetate 
AA’hich is conAmrted in Aa'c steps to the desired base in an oA’-er-all 3’'ield of 
30 per cent. 
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THE CHEMISTRY OF CIRCULIX;* CHROMATOGRAPHIC 
ISOLATION OF THE AMINO ACID CONSTITUENTS 
WITH POWDERED CELLULOSE 

Bv D. H. PETERSON axd L. M. REINEKE 
(From the Research Rabora lories. The Upjohn Company, Kalamazoo) 
(Received for piiblicniion, April 28, 1949) 

In Maj', 1948, Murray and TelrauK (1) announced tlie discoveiy of an 
antibiotic more active against Gi’am-negative than Gram-positive organ- 
isms. jMurray, Tetrault, d al. (2) later published an assay method and 
identified the orgam'sm as a non-hemolj'tic strain of Bacillus circulans. 
Peterson et al. (2), collaborating vith the latter workers, described the 
isolation and purification of circulin. The similarity of this antibiotic to 
the known pob'mj’xins was suggested, although it appeai’ed to be different 
from poljTn3’xin D on the basis of its response to crude trj’-psin and its bac- 
terial spectrum. 

Circulin was prepared by the method of Peterson cl al. (2). Briefly, 
tliis process consisted of adsorption of the antibiotic from the culture fil- 
trate on activated carbon (Darco G-60) and elution with aqueous acid 
tertiary butanol solutions. On further chromatograph}^ of circulin sulfate 
by methods previouslj’’ described by Peterson d al. (2), a purified compound 
has now been obtained. Elemental anal3"sis and anal3’tical data are in 
agreement with a c3'clic compound whose empirical formula is (CsgHvj- 
09 Ni 2)„. Circulin sulfate is a white amorphous solid; m.p. 226-228°, 
Hd’ = —61.6° (c = 1.25 in water). Circulin sulfate is very soluble in 
water, less soluble in the lower alcohols, and insoluble in non-polar sol- 
vents. 

Circulin is a basic polypeptide containing leucine, threonine, a,y- 
diaminobutyric acid, and an optically active isomer of pelargonic acid. 
The foregoing studies are chief!}’' concerned with the isolation, composition, 
and structure of the polypeptide, and comparison is made with the poly- 
myxin type of antibiotics previously described by the American and British 
workers (3, 4). Studies on the to.xicity of circulin will be reported by 
Vander Brook (5). In general, circulin is similar to polym3Tdn A (aero- 
sporin) described by Brownlee et al. (6). 

EXPERIMENTAL 

In the follov'ing experimental work melting points were determined by 
use of capillary tubes in a silicone bath unless otherwise specified. All 

* In a recent note to the Journal of Bacteriology (in press) the name circulin was 
'vjthdrawn in favor of polypeptin for an antibiotic described b 3 ’' Charlotte McLeod 

U. Bad., 66, 749 (1948)). 
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specific rotations were clctcrniincd in a I dm. micro tube. Hydrolyses 
Avere accomplished in a closed vc.sscl at 120° for 7 hours Avith 3 n hydro- 
chloric acid. The reaction between circulin and 2,4-dinitrofluorobenzene' 
Avas performed according to the technique of Sanger (8). This latter com- 
pound has been referred to as DNP-circulin throughout this report. 

17 gm. of circulin sulfate (5500 to 6500 unils per mg.) Avere rcchroma- 
tographed oA^er Darco G-GO as preAuously described (2). The combined 
fractions (15.62 gm.) assayed 5500 to G500 units per mg. The potency 
of no single fraction aa^s greater than that of the combined fractions. The 
purified product as prepared by this method Avas soluble in Avater to an 
extent greater than 40 per cent, less soluble in the loAver alcohols, insoluble 
in the AAmter-immisciblc soh^ents and acetone. Paper chromatography 
Avith 25 per cent acetic acid, 50 per cent n-BuOII, and 25 per cent Avater 
(by volume) as the deA’’eloping solution indicated the presence of only one 
antibiotic. This product had a melting point of 220-228°, and a specific 
rotation of — G1.6° (c = 1.25 in HaO). Tlie amino nitrogen before hj’’droly- 
sis Avas 7.52 per cent, after hydrol3^sis 15.85 per cent. The ninhydrin-COj 
(Van Slyke) test AAms negative. The ash AA'as negligible. Detailed ana- 
lytical data are given in a later section. 

Preparation of Circulin Picrale — 400 mg. of circulin sulfate, assaying 
6000 units per mg., Avere dissolved in 9 ml. of Avater. To this solution Avere 
added 500 mg. of picric acid in 5 ml. of acetone and the final volume 
brought to 30 ml. AAuth AAmter. The yelloAV precipitate AAms filtered and 
Avashed three times AA^ith 2 ml. portions of AAmter. The dried picrate 
Aveighed 555 mg. (recovery based on bioassay 91 per cent) and assayed 
3200 to 3600 units per mg. in 50:50 acetone-buffer solution; m.p. 169- 
168°, decomposition. 

Preparation of Circulin Helianniate—200 mg. of circulin sulfate (6000 
units per mg.) Avere dissolved in 2 ml. of AAmter. After complete precipi- 
tation by the addition of 200 mg. of methyl orange in 35 ml. of Avater, 
the circulin helianthate AAms collected by filtz’ation. The precipitate Avas 
Av^ashed AA^ith AAmter, and after drying 275 mg. (recovery based on bioassay, 
70 per cent) Avere obtained, assaying 2600 to 2800 units per mg.; m.p. 218- 
222°, decomposition. 

Preparation of Circulin ReinecJcate~200 mg. of circulin sulfate (6000 
units per mg.) Avere dissolved in 2 ml. of Avater and 170 mg. of ammonium 
reineckate in 10 ml. of Avater AA^ere added. The precipitate Avas filtered 
and Avashed AAuth 1 ml. portions of water. The dried product Aveighed 172 
mg. (recovery based on bioassay, 33 per cent) and assayed 2400 to 3300 
units per mg.; it darkened at 185-195° Avithout melting. 

Preparation of Circulin Hydrochloride from Circulin Picrate — To 270 


* Prepared by Dr. J. W. Hinman in these laboratories by the method of Sanger (7). 



D. H. im:ti:u.son' and l. .m. ]u:ixi;kk 


97 


mg. of circulin picratc (3300 units per mg.) in G ml. of acetone, gaseous 
HCl was added until no further precipitation occurred. The precipitate 
of circulin hj'drochloridc u'as filtered, washed with acetone, and dried from 
the frozen state. 109 mg. of powder (recovery based on bioassay, 79 
per cent) were obtained, assajdng 6500 units per mg.; m.p. 226-230°, 
decomposition. 

substituting concentrated sulfuric acid for h 5 ’'drochloric acid, cir- 
culin sulfate was prepared. 

Preparalion of Formaldehyde Derivaiivc of Circulin — To 1.0 gm. of cir- 
culin hj'drochloride (C500 units per mg.) in 4.0 ml. of water, 3.0 ml. of for- 
malin were added. After 30 minutes 0.14 gm. of sodium hydroxide in the 
form of a saturated solution was added. A white water-insoluble pre- 
cipitate was collected and washed thoroughly with water. The dried 
product weighed 750 mg. (recovery based on bioassay, 79 per cent) and 
assayed 6300 units per mg.; ni.p. 242-250°, decomposition. 

Preparation of 2 ,//--Dinilrophcnyl Derivative of Circidin — To 105 mg. 
of circulin hydrochloride (G500 units per mg.) in 3 ml. of water, 100 mg. of 
sodium bicarbonate were added. After shelving the above solution with 
112 mg. of 2,4-dinitrofluorobenzene for 2 hours at 37°, a yellow, water- 
insoluble precipitate formed. The precipitate was washed thoroughly 
mth ether and ivater and upon drying 3 delded 170 mg. of the inactive 
derivative; m.p. 158-163°, with softening at 135-140°. 

Preparation of Acetyl Derivative of Circulin — To 250 mg. of circulin 
hydrochloride (6300 units per mg.) dissolved in 5 ml. of water, 1 per cent 
sodium carbonate solution was added until pH 8.5 was attained. Then 
0.7 ml. of acetic anhydride was added. After 5 minutes stirring a water- 
insoluble precipitate appeared. The precipitate was washed thoroughl 3 ^ 
■with water, giving 280 mg. of an inactive dry solid which darkened at 
235-245° -vvithout melting. 

Van Slyke Reaction — 100 mg. of circulin (0000 units per mg.) were dis- 
solved in a mixture of 3 ml. of 30 per cent sodium nitrite and 1 ml. of glacial 
acetic acid. This solution was stirred for 5 minutes and evaporated to 
dryness under a vacuum. The solids were dissolved in water and assayed 
200 to 300 units per mg., based on tlie starting material. No attempt was 
made to isolate the derivative. 

Combining Weights — Combim'ng weights were determined in the follow- 
ing manner. To a known amount of the antibiotic in solution, a known 
weight of the precipitating agent was added in excess. Based on the dry 
weight of the precipitate, the weight of the excess reagent recovered, and 
the assays of each fraction, the combining weights were determined. They 
were found to be 320 for the picrate, 290 for the sulfate, and 300 for the 
hydrochloride. 

Microbiological Studies — These studies were onl 3 '’ roughly quantitative 
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(30 to 40 per cent error) but served as a guide to later isolation work. 
An acid hydrolysate of circulin under these conditions showed the presence 
of 8 to 9 per cent threonine and 1 per cent leucine. However, when the 
hydrolysate was racemized with sodium hydroxide, the microbiological 
assays showed 4.2 to 4.6 per cent threonine and 3.5 to 4.0 per cent leucine. 
These results indicated roughly the presence of 8 to 9 per cent L-threonine 
and 7 to 8 per cent n-leucine. 

Degradation Studies; Crystallization and Identification of h-a ,y-Diamino- 
butyric Acid — 5 gm. of circulin hydi-ochloride, assaying 6500 units per mg., 
^rere hydrolyzed with hydrochloric acid. An ether extract of the acid 
hydrolysate was retained for studies on the identification of the fatty acid 
fraction. After removal of the hydrochloric acid by the usual method of 
evaporation, the concentrate was dissolved in 90 ml. of warm 85 per cent 
ethanol. On cooling, a mass of plate-like crystals formed. These were 
recrystallized twice, giving chromatogi'aphically pure Q:, 7 -diaminobutyi'ic 
acid monohydrochloride; m.p. 228-230°, [q:]d® = 4-8° (c = 1.0 in water). 

Analysis — CiHioOaNsTlCl (154.6) 

Calculated. C 31.06, H 6. 48, N 18.11, Cl 22.95 
Found. “ 30.85, “ 6.80, “ 17.91, " 23.00 

In order to determine the configuration of the a, 7 -diaminobutyric acid 
200 mg. of the naturally occurring compound were converted to the oxalate 
b}'’ the method of Adamson (9). A salt was obtained tvith a melting point 
of 167-170° (capillary), 211-213° (corrected melting point on a Kofler micro 
block), and a specific rotation of 4-8.5° (c = 4.0 in water for the anhy- 
drous salt). Adamson (9) records a melting point of 211-215° and a spe- 
cific rotation of 4-8.3° (c = 3.98 in H 2 O for the anhydrous salt) for the 
oxalate of L-Q:, 7 -diaminobutyi’ic acid. 

As this paper was being written a report appeared by Catch, Jones, and 
Wilkinson (10) giving a fractional crystallization method for separating 
ajY-diaminobutyric acid from acid hydrolysates of polymjodns A and B. 
These authors also obtained pure crystalline n-leucine and L-threonine from 
polymyxin A. 

The fatty acid fraction, which represented 10 per cent of the original 
polypeptide, was obtained by extraction of the acid hydrolysate at pH 1.2 
with ether. The ether was then extracted with sodium bicarbonate solu- 
tion. The bicarbonate solution was acidified to pH 1.2 and extracted with 
ether. After washing with water, the ether solution was evaporated and 
the fatty acid dried under a vacuum.' The purified product gave a neu- 
tralization equivalent of 160 (calculated 158) and a specific rotation of 
4-7.5° (c = 1.41 in ether). 

To 100 mg. of the fatty acid 0.5 ml. of thionyl chloride was added. After 
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refluxing for hour, 3 ml. of ice-cold concentrated ammonium hydroxide 
were added and the amide formed was dissolved and crj'stallized from 30 
per cent ethanol. After recrystallization the dried platelets melted at 
94.5°, uncorrected, and when mixed with known pelargonic acid amide 
(m.p. 94°) a depression of 4° resulted. The infra-red spectrum of the 
unlmown amide differs only slightl}' from that of known pelargonic acid 
amide and can be interpreted as signifjdng a small structural difference. 
This confirms the fact that we are probably dealing with a branched chain 
compound isomeric udth pelargonic acid as indicated by the above specific 
rotation. Catch, Jones, and Wilkinson (10) have isolated a fatty acid 
with similar properties from poljTnyxin A. 

Analysis of Fally Acid Amide — 

Known pelargonic acid amide. Calculated. C 68.85, H 12.18, N 8.91 

C,H„NO (157) 

Unknown. Found. “ 68.41, “ 11.88, “ 8.99 

Separation of i^-a ,y-Dianiinohulyric Acid, T>-Lexicine, and h-Threonine by 
Partition Chromatography with Powdered Cellulose — Since the separation of 
the amino acids of circulin presented a rather difficult problem from the 
standpoint of fractional crystallization, the possibility of using paper chro- 
matography on a larger scale occurred to the authors. Consequently, 
10 gm. of a fine grade of cellulose (Solka Floc^) was stirred with 50 ml. of a 
solution composed of 25 per cent glacial acetic acid, 50 per cent n-butanol, 
and 25 per cent water as used in paper strip chromatography throughout 
this report. This slurrj'- was stirred \ horn and filtered, the cellulose re- 
suspended in the solvent, and this operation repeated. The slurry was 
then placed in a column 12 mm. in diameter and packing was accom- 
plished by applying an air pressure of 5 pounds. The height of the packed 
cellulose column was 37 cm. Three Vml. of the solvent were passed over 
the coliunn. (Vml. is defined as the volume of solvent which is required 
to wet completely the column of adsorbent.) At this point, 25 mg. of 
leucine, 25 mg. of threonine, and 50 mg. of a,T-diaminobutyTic acid were 
dissolved in 3 ml. of the solvent and placed on the column. Chromatog- 
raphy then proceeded and samples of 1.0 ml. each were collected at a rate 
of 1.0 to 2.0 ml. per hour. Under these conditions a favorable separation 
of the amino acids was obtained, as shoum in Fig. 1. The fractions were 
tested for amino acid composition by ascending paper strip chromatog- 
raphy. In order to reduce the number of tests required for the paper 
strip chromatograms, 0.001 ml. of each fraction was dried on a filter paper, 
spra 3 "ed with ninhydrin, and heated. If no spot appeared, it was not nec- 

’ Solka Floe BW-200 obtained from the Browp Companv, 500 Fifth Avenue, Xew 
York, 18. 
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essary then to run a paper strip chromatogram. The samples containing 
the respective amino acids were weighed and pooled. After removal of the 
solvents in vacuo, the amino acids Avere crystallized from ethanol. The to- 
tal recoveries based on Aveight Avere leucine 88 per cent, threonine 84 per 
cent, and Q:, 7 -diaminobutyric acid 92 per cent. 

10 
9 
8 
7 
6 

mg/ml 5 
4 
3 
2 
I 

30 35 40 45 50 55 60 65 70 75 
EFFLUENT VOLUME IN MILLILITERS 
1^= FRONT 

Fig. 1 . Separation of a known mixture of leucine (25 mg.), threonine (25 mg.), and 
Qr, 7 -dinminobutyric acid (50 mg.) cellulose chromatography. 


TabIiB I 

Analysis of Crystalline Amino Acids Obtained from Circulin 


Amino acid 




C 

H 

N 

Cl 


nig. 

'C. 

degrees 

per 

cent 

per 

cent 

per 

cent 

per 

cent 

h-a, 7 -Diaminobutyric acid 

1500 

228 

-f9.2 (cl.O)* 

i 

6.79 

17.85 

23.15 

CJIioOsN.-HCl (154.0) 





6.48 

18.11 

22.95t 

D-Leucine 

80 

233 

+ 10.1 (“ 2 . 0 )’' 


9.75 

H 


CelliaOsN (131.1) 




54.92 

9.99 

H 

t 

L-Threoninc 

54 

285 

-26.0 (“ 2 . 0 )* 


7.64 

11.71 


C 4 H 0 O 3 N (119) 




40.34 

7.54 

11.76 

t 


* In water, 
t Calculated values. 


In one experiment a column Avas prepared Avith 50 gm. of cellulose in a 
tube of 17 mm. diameter. The height of the packed cellulose column Avas 
GO cm. 5.0 gm. of an acid hydrolysate freed of fatty acid Avere put over 
this column at a rate of 3 to 4 ml. per hour. 2 ml. fractions Avere collected. 
From the best fractions of each amino acid the crystalline material Avas 
prepared. Recrystallization from ethanol gave pure n-leucine, L-threo- 
nine, and L-Q:, 7 -diaminobutyTic acid monohydrochloride. The analjdical 
data for these amino acids are listed in Table I. 

An attempt Avas then made to obtain a clean cut separation of the amino 
acids from 300 mg. of h 3 '^drol.A'’zcd circulin. The fatty acid-free hydrol 5 ^sate 
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was placed over a column 17 mm. in diameter, containing 30 gm. of cellu- 
lose. The packed cellulose column was 48 cm. in height and the conditions 
employed were the same as those used in separation of the known amino 
acids. Fig. 2 demonstrates that separation was satisfactorily accom- 
plished. From the fractions obtained it was possible to crystallize and re- 
crystallize D-leucine (10 mg. yield), L-a, 7 -diaminobutjTic acid monohy- 
drochloride (80 mg. yield), and L-threonine (12 mg. yield). The results 
shown in Fig. 2 demonstrate that circulin contains appro.ximately 10 per 
cent leucine, 12 per cent threonine, and 55 to (55 per cent o:, 7 -diamino- 
butVTic acid. By following the optical rotation of each sample of the 
a, 7 -diaminobutyric acid, it is seen that the first break in the curve is 
apparently due to the dihydrochloride, while the remaining samples are 


eCT- 01 AKNOBOTYRIC 



* C FRONT 

Fig. 2. Separation of the amino acids of circulin by cellulose chromatography 


chiefly the monohj^drochloride. No dl form was found in anj"- of these 
fractions. 

Free Amino Group of Circulin — ^The 2,4-dinitrophen3d derivative of cir- 
culin (DNP-circulin) was prepared according to the method of Sanger (8). 
This derivative of circulin was hj^drolj^zed with hj'drochloric acid and 
compared bj"^ ascending paper strip chromatographj’^ to an acid hj^droh^- 
sate of circulin hj^drochloride, and to a-amino-7-(2,4-dinitroanilino)- 
butjTic acid’ prepared by the method of Sanger (7). The hj’^drolyzed 
DNP-circulin produced only one new spot on the chromatogram and this 
spot was identical with one produced bj-^ a-amino-7-(2,4-dinitroanilino)- 
butjnic acid. Simultaneously with the production of the new spot, the 

= Prepared and supplied by Dr. R. G. Shepherd, American Cyanamid Company. 
Stamford, Connecticut . 
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intensity of the Q;,7-cliaminohutyric acid spot diminished. Odiese results 
indicated that the y-amino gi'oup of a, y-diaminobntyric acid contributed 
the free amino groups in the circulin molecule. However, at least part of 
the y-amino grovips cither docs not, react with 2 ,4-dinit rotluorohcnzcne or 
is released on acid hydrolysis. The chromatogram is shown in Fig. 3. 
Ninhydrin (0.25 per cent) was used to develop the color. The Bf value 
for Q:-amino-y-(2,4-dinitroanilino)-butyric acid''' was 0.G8 to 0.72 and was 
identical with that of the new spot. A faint spot, occurring just above 



A B C D 

Fig. 3. Amino acid composition and free amino group of circulin. A, known mi.x- 
turc of a, 7 -diaminobutyric acid (t), threonine (2), and leucine (S); B, acid- 
hydrolj'zcd circulin ; C, acid-hydrolyzed 2,4-dinitrofluorophenylcirculin; D, a-amino- 
y- (2, 4-dinitroanilino) -butyric acid. 

threonine in hydrolyzed circulin and DNP-circulin was interpreted as a 
small amount of an impurit 3 n 

Tiiraiion Curve ' — One sample of circulin was titrated into the alkaline 
range with sodium hydroxide, another sample with hj^drochloric acid. 
The graph in Fig. 4 shows the experimental data plotted as the difference 
between the sample titration and the blank titration. The difference has 
been calculated and plotted on an equivalence basis for a molecular weight 
of G25. The theoretical curve is plotted for a substance having titratable 
groups with pK'n at about 8.2 and l.G. It can be seen that the experi- 

' The titr.ition curve with its interpretation was kindly supplied by J\Ir. T. V. 
Parke, Eli Lilly and Company, Indianapolis 6. 
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mental data fit the theoretical curve quite well between pll 3.0 and 8.2. 
The divergence of the experimental data above pll 8.2 suggests the exist- 
ence of another basic group with pK'a at about 9.5. Tlie group titrating 
at pK'a 1.6 is onl}’- suggested by the data. It is certain, however, that 
there is no group having a pK'a above l.G. These studies then indicated 



Fig. 4. Titration curve of circulin. Solid curve, theoretical curve for substance 
with groups at pK'a about 8.2 and 1.6; dotted curve, c.\periinental points for circulin 
hydrochloride. 


Table II 


AnalyHcal Data of Circulin Sulfate 


Element 

Calctilated 

1 

1 Found 


cent 

per cent 

c.. . . 

44.55 

44.60 

H . . . 

7.47 

7.75 

N . . . . 

15.99 

16.08 

SO4 

22.36 

21.30 


the presence of two basic gi'oups of different strengths and the absence of 
free carboxyl groups above pH 1.7 

On the basis of all these results it appears that circulin should contain 1 
molecule each of n-leucine and n-threonine, and an isomer of pelargonic 
acid, together with 5 molecules of L-a, 7 -diaminobutjuic acid, linked to- 
gether in a cyclic structure. The data in Table II support this belief. 
Accordingly the formula for the sulfate would be C39H7809Ni2-2|H2S04. 
The analytical figures are in excellent agreement with the theoretical except 
for the sulfate. 
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Covl'pamiivc Potencies of CircuUn with Polymyxins — Table III gives the 
relative potencies of vliat are believed to be the pure compounds, based on 
the standard plate assay method of circulin (2). 

Stahiliiy Sttidies — Circulin sulfate in aqueous solution (2 mg. per ml.) 
at pll 8.0 and 37° for 16 daj'-s retained 90 per cent of the original activity. 
A sterile solution (10 mg. per ml.) kept at pH 6.5 and room temperature 
for 30 da 3 ''s lost 15 per cent of its activit 3 ^ ^AHien aqueous solutions at 
pH 2.0 to 6.5 were autoclaved for 15 minutes, no significant loss in activity 


Tauce III 

Comparalivc Potencies of Circulin and Polymyxins 


Antibiotic 

Circulin 


tinils per tng. 

Circulin sulfate 

6,300 

Polj’^myxin Ahj’'drochlorido 

11,000 

” B “ 

6,700 

“ D “ . . 1 

15,000 


Table IV 

Chemical Composition of Circulin and Polymyxins 


Constitutent 

1 

Circulin 

Antibiotic* 

j Polymyrin 

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

D-Leucine ... 

+ 

+ 

+ 

— 

+ 

+ 

L-Phenylalanine 

— 

— 

+ 

+ 

— 

- 

L-Threonine .... 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

D-Serine 

— 

— 

— 

— 

+ 

— 

a.-y-Diaminobutyric acid . . . 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

Pelargonic acid ty’^pe . .| 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 









* Jones (4). 


was noted. Dried circulin sulfate stored for 5 months at 4°, 23°, and 37° 
suffered no loss in potency. 

The chemical composition of circulin compared to the polymyxins, as 
reported by Jones (4), is given in Table IV. It can be seen that circulin 
has the same amino acid composition qualitatively as pol 3 mi 3 Tdns A and E, 
but differs in this respect from polymyxins B, C, and D. On the basis of 
chemical composition and lipase studies which follow, it was possible to 
differentiate circulin from polymyxins A, B, C, and D. 

Effect of Trypsin and Lipase upon Circxdin and Polymxjxins A, B, and D 
— ^The chemical composition of circulin places it in the class of the poly- 
my^dns (Table IV). Since these antibiotics are all polypeptides, it is of 
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interest to determine the efTect of proteoljdic enzjnnes. B 3 '' such studies it 
was possible to differentiate circulin from pol.vni 3 ’xin A, which has quali- 
tativel 3 '’ the same amino acid composition. Stansl 3 " and Ananenko (11) 
have shown that pol 3 Tn 3 'xin D is resistant to pepsin, “tiypsin,” pancreatin, 
and erepsin. Brownlee® has indicated that crude tiypsin does not affect 
pol 3 Tn 3 'xins A, B, and C. 

When circulin sulfate was incubated with a 1 per cent crude tr 3 'psin® 
preparation, tested for proteol 3 i.ic activit 3 ’’ b 3 ’' the hlett method ( 12 ) at 
pH 7.8 to 8.0, approximatel 3 '- 80 per cent was inactivated in 10 da 3 ’-s at 37°. 
Appropriate corrections were made with controls of boiled inactive enz 3 TOe. 



PAYS Of INCUBATION 

Fio. 5. Effect of lipaso on circulin and polymy.xins A, B, and D 

Pol 3 rmyxins A and D were unaffected by crude trypsin, while polym 3 fxin B 
was inactivated at approximately the same rate as circulin. These results 
indicated that our crude trypsin was different from that used by Brownlee 
and led us to suspect an esterase present in our enzynne preparation. 

Polymyxin B and circulin were then incubated with 0.5 per cent crysial- 
Une trypsin’’ which showed proteolytic actmty as tested by the Mett method 
(12). Inasmuch as an aqueous solution of cry'stalline trypsin is not de- 
stroyed on boiling, a boiled solution of the same concentration of crude 
trypsin served as the control. Crystalline tryqjsin failed to inactivate 

‘ G. Brownlee, personal communication to Dr. B. E. Leach of this Laboratory'. 

* 1:250 trypsin obtained from Difco Laboratories, Inc., Detroit, Michigan. 

^ Obtained from Armour and Company, Chicago. 



lOG 


CHKMISTnY OF CIllCULIN 


circulin or polj’^myxin B. Since crude trypsin was shoY'n to contain lipase 

the Kirsh method (13), the inactivation of these antibiotics is probably 
due to a fat-splitting cnzy^me. 

In order to test this possibility' a 1 pei' cent lipase preparation, free of 
proteolytic activity as tested by' the Mett method (12), was incubated at 
37° with circulin sulfate and polymy'xin A, B, and D hy'drochlorides at 
pH 7.8 to 8.0. Fig. 5 shows the rate of inactivation and is similar to that 
obtained by the action of crude tiypsin. Circulin and polymyodn B were 
inactivated to the extent of GO to 90 per cent in 5 to 10 days, while poly- 
my'xins A and D Avere unaffected. Even though circulin and polymyxin A 
are similar in chemical composition, as shown in Table IV, the above 
evidence demonstrates that they' differ markedly' in their resistance towards 
lipase. 

It is interesting to note that on addition of alkali to a solution of circulin 
a white precipitate appears, which is insoluble in water. Simultaneously 
with the appearance of this biologically' inactive precipitate, alkali is con- 
sumed, indicating the formation of an acid group. It is possible that this 
degradative cleavage is similar to the enzymatic inactivation. 

Wliether circulin is identical with the polyanymn E recently reported by 
Jones (4) remains to be studied. No polymy'xin E or C was available at 
the time this investigation was in progress. 

DISCUSSION 

A chromatographic method with powdered cellulose, based on the paper 
strip technique, has been described. The method is readily' applicable (o 
simple mixtures of amino acids whose Rf values are sufficiently different 
from each other, and permits the isolation of the amino acid constituents in 
sufficient quantities for ciystallization and detailed chemical identification. 

Repeated chromatography' and reconversion to the sulfate from the 
picrate did not alter the chemical composition, specific rotation, or activity 
of circulin. On the basis of paper chromatography of the repurified mate- 
rial only' one antibiotic was present. These criteria led us to believe that 
we were dealing essentially' with a pure compound. 

Based on our best analytical findings that circulin contains approxi- 
mately' 10 per cent leucine, 12 per cent threonine, 55 to G5 per cent a, 7 -di- 
aminobuty'ric acid, and 10 per cent fatty acid, circulin -would then contain 
1 molecule each of D-leucine, n-thi-eonine, and the fatty acid together with 
5 molecules of L-a:, 7 -diaminobutyric acid. Assuming five free amino 
groups and a cyclic structure, the formula for the free base would 
be (Cagllr^OoNn),! Or a minimum molecular -vi'eight of 854. 

On the basis of nitrogen distribution, amino acid composition, and evi- 
dence that the 7 -amino groups of a, 7 -diaminobutyi'ic acid are the only 
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free aniino groups in circulin, the amino acid distribution can be satis- 
factorily c.xplained on the basis of a cj'clic structure. In fact, evidence 
for the existence of a cyclic arrangement is also based upon the absence of a 
free carbo.xyl group, as is shomi by a careful studj" of the titration curx'e. 

Like poljTnran D (3) circulin has also been found to possess the y-anaino 
groups of cr,Y-diaminobut}Tic acid as the free basic amino groups. Since 
lipase affects only ester linkages, the fatty acid is most likely attached to 
the hj'dro.xjd group of threonine. 

It has been obsen'ed that one batch of crude circulin purified b}" carbon 
chromatography yielded two distinct and separable fractions whose amino 
acid composition, to.xicity, and antibacterial spectra were identical with 
those of circulin preidouslj' described. However, the fatty acid fractions 
were not studied and in this respect the antibiotics ma}" be different. 

It is interesting that circulin produced b}' Bacillus circulans should 
prove to be a polj’^peptide similar to the pol 3 Tnyxins formed bj^ Bacilbts 
polymyxa. It is a conser\mtive prediction that manj’’ more antibiotics of 
this nature will be found as metabolic products from other organisms than 
these. 


SUMMARY 

The chemistry of circulin, an antibiotic derived from a strain of Bacilhts 
circulans, is described. The active principle was obtained in a purified 
form by repeated chromatography over carbon and regeneration from its 
salts. Circulin is a basic polypeptide and has the same amino acid com- 
position as poljmjodns A and E. However, it can be differentiated from 
poljTOjTdn A by virtue of its inactivation by lipase. Po] 3 Tnyxin E was not 
available for these studies. 

Circulin contains free amino groups, as exhibited by the Van Styke and 
formalin reactions as well as b 3 '’ its reaction ^vith 2,4-dinitrofiuorobenzene. 

Paper chromatography, microbiological, and isolation studies of acid- 
hydrolyzed circulin demonstrated that the antibiotic contains L-threonine, 
D-leucine, and n-aj-y-diaminobutyric acid. In addition to the amino 
acids an optically active isomer of pelargonic acid was found. 

Paper chromatographic fractionation of the h 3 '-drol 3 ’-sate of 2,4-dinitro- 
fluorophenyl-circulin demonstrated that the y-amino groups of a,y- 
diaminobut 3 Tic acid account for all of the free amino groups in circulin. 
Furthermore, all of the y-amino groups are free, as is testified by the fact 
that approximately one-half of the amino nitrogen of circulin is uncombined. 

A technique was developed for separating the amino acids on a column of 
powdered cellulose. The beha^^or on the column resembles that of the 
paper chromatogram. This technique proiddes a preparative method for 
isolation of amino acids and should be e-xtremel 3 " useful when either the 
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paper strip chromatogram or optical rotat ion, or Iwlh arc employed as the 
indicator. 

The authors are greatly indebted to Dr, G. F. Cartland for his guidance 
and interest in this work. We also wish to cxpre.ss our thanks to Mr. C. 
DeBoer, Dr. H. A. Nelson, and Dr. D. B. Coling.sworth for supplying the 
fermentation harvests, to Messrs. W. H. DeVries and M. E. Bergy for 
furnishing the crude extracts, to Messrs. F. B. Hanson and W. E. Titus 
for the biological assaj's, and to L. I'l. Johnson for the bacterial spectrum. 
We are indebted to Dr. H. E. Carter for his cril.ical discussion and aid 
on the manuscript. 
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BACTERIAL GROWTH FACTORS'^ 
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In a preliminary note (1), the present authors reported that Laclobacillus 
leichmannii 313 is capable of using six alternative factors for growth in 
tatamin Bu-deficient media. Two of these were found in vitamin Bi- 
concentrates and presumably represent two forms of the vitamin. Hoff- 
TpnriTi et al. (2) previously noted that crystalline antipemicious anemia 
factor (APA) (tutamin B 12 ) supports the grouTh of L. leichmannii 313. 
Of the other four factors, one was provisionally identified as thymidine, a 
substance which was reported by Snell et al. (3) as supporting the growth 
of this organism. The three remaining growth factors are of unknown 
composition. 

In the present report, a paper chromatographic procedure for separating 
the alternative growth factors is described as well as the method of recog- 
nizing the positions of the several factors on a chromatogram by use of 
L. leichmannii 313 as a microbiological indicator. Extension of the method 
to the examination of other natural materials has revealed the existence 
of at least one other substitute growth factor replacing vitamin B^ in 
the nutrition of the test organism. 

That the naturally occurring alternative growth factors which replace 
vitamin B^ in the nutrition of L. leichmannii 313 are desoxyribosides would 
appear probable from evidence presented in this paper. Kitay et al. (4) 
have shown that desox 3 Tibosides can replace thymidine in the nutrition of 
several lactic acid bacteria. 

The paper chromatographic technique has aided in the interpretation 
of assay values for apparent vitamin B^ activit 3 '’ as measured by the 
usual tube assay. 


EXPERIMENTAL 

Paper Chromatography and Development of Bioantographs — The general 
method involving the use of paper chromatography in the anal 3 ’'sis of 
groirth factors which occur in nature in more than one chemically defined 
form has been described by Winsten and Eigen (5). Briefly, what has 

* Part of the material in this paper was presented at the Thirty-third annual meet- 
ing of the Federation of American Societies for Experimental Biology, Detroit, 
April 18, 1949. 
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been termed the bioaulographic technique consists of subjecting a droplet 
of a solution containing the substitute growth factors to paper chro- 
matographj\ The resultant paper chromatogram is then laid on the sur- 
face of nutrient agar seeded with an appropriate bacterial culture. The 
nutrient agar contains all other factors necessary for the gi’owth of the 
test organism, except any one of the complex of substances being studied. 
After removal of the paper strips and incubating, zones of microbial growth 
form at different positions along the locus of the strip chromatogram. 
The positions of the various substitute groivth factors depend on their 
Rf values for the solvent s^^stem employed in developing a chromatogram 
and seiwe to characterize and identify the different factors present in the 


Table I 

Vitamin Bn Basal Medium {Double Strength) 


DL-Tryptophan 

800 mg. 

Biotin 

0.87 

L-Cystine 

400 “ 

Pyridoxine hydrochloride 

2400 " 

DL-Alanine 

400 “ 

Calcium pantothenate 

800 “ 

L-Asparagine 

200 “ 

Folic acid 

1000 “ 

Glutamine 

40 “ 

p-Aminobcnzoic acid 

20 “ 

Adenine 

20 “ 

Casein hydrolysate* 

100 ml. 

Guanine 

20 “ 

“ digestf 

25 “ 

Uracil 

20 •' 

Dextrose 

40 gm. 

Xanthine 

20 “ 

Sodium acetate 

40 “ 

Pyridoxal hydrochloride 

o 

o 

K»HPO« 

5.0 " 

Thiamine *' 

400 " 

Tween SO 

2.0 " 

Riboflavin 

400 “ 

Salts Bl 

10 ml. 

Niacin 

1200 “ 

Adjust to pH 6.8 and add distilled water 
to make 1 liter 


* Acid-hydrolyzed casein obtained from the Nutritional Biochemicals Corpora- 
tion, Cleveland, Ohio. 

t Enzymatic digest of casein obtained from Nutritional Biochemicals. 

tMgS 04 - 7 Hs 0 , 10 gm.; NaCl, 0.5 gm.; FeSO^-TH.O, 0.5 gm.; MnSOi^HjO, 0.5 
gm.; dissolved in 250 ml. of distilled water. 

original sample. The incubated plate wliich reveals the developed chro- 
matogram by this direct microbiological procedure has been termed a 
bioautograph. 

In the present study on vitamin Bjz and substitute growth factors, 
10 to 30 pi. samples of the solutions being examined (pH 5.0) were spotted 
on TiTiatman No. 1 paper strips. The chromatograms tvere developed 
overnight at room temperature with wet 7 i-butanol in the apparatus 
described by Winsten (6). The strips were allowed to dry in air for 1 hour 
at 30-35°. They were then laid on agar plates seeded with L. leichmannii 
313. The composition of the double strength basal medium is described 
in Table I. The medium was diluted 2-fold, and 1.5 per cent agar wms 
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added. The medium is fundamentally similar to that suggested by Hoff- 
mann cl al. (2). 

Tlie organism L. Lciclwiannii 313 was maintained on Difco tryptose 
agar stabs prepared weeld 3 ^ The dailj’’ transplants were made in a broth 
containing 2 per cent tryptose and 2 per cent litmus milk. The cultures 
were incubated at 37°. 

For use on the agar plates, a 24 hour culture of the organism in the 
trj'ptose-milk broth was transplanted to 10 ml. of single strength basal 
medium to which 2 m/xgm. of ^’itamin Bn were added. After 24 hours, 
the culture was centrifuged for 15 minutes at 2500 r.p.m. and was resus- 
pended in 10 ml. of ph 3 'siological saline. The culture was again centrifuged 
and suspended in 10 ml. of saline. The resultant suspension was then 
added to 300 ml. of melted basal medium maintained at a temperature of 
42-50°. The seeded agar was poured on rectangular plates 9.5 X 16 
inches. 

After laying the dried paper strip chromatograms on the hardened 
agar and allowing the moist agar to leach the strips for 5 minutes, they 
were removed and the plate was incubated overnight at 37°. The resulting 
zones of bacterial growth were always quite light and, in order to facilitate 
observ^ation, it was necessary to hold the plate at an angle with a source 
of light to one side and behind it. When so observed, the zones were 
always sharply defined, well formed ellipses. The edges were outlined in 
the agar with a sharp instrument. Contact photographic prints were then 
prepared with Kodagraph contact standard paper. The zones were finally 
marked in ink on the contact paper, making a permanent record. 

Samples of the various materials analyzed contained 0.1 to 10.0 y per 
ml. calculated as vitamin Bij, determined by a titrimetric tube assay 
procedure with L. leichmannii 313. 

On occasion, samples were first subjected to the proteolytic action of 
protease 15, an enzyme preparation manufactured by Rohm and Haas. 
Usually 5 ml. of a suspension (or solution) of material calculated to give a 
final solution containing the above range of apparent vitamin Bjj ac- 
tivity were treated with 10 mg. of protease at pH 7.0 for 18 hours at 37° in 
the presence of toluene. 

Grateful aclmowledgment is made for the various materials analyzed, 
among which may be mentioned a vitamin B 12 concentrate and a prepa- 
ration of crystalline vitamin Bu supplied by Dr. W. L. Sampson and Dr. 
W. H. Ott of Merck and Company; crystalline APA (in solution), a fer- 
mentation animal protein factor (APF) preparation, and a thymidine 
sample supplied by Dr. T. H. Jukes and Dr. A. L. Franklin of the Lederle 
Laboratories; an acid precipitate of the cow manure factor from Dr. H. R. 
Bird; and a sample of h 3 q)oxanthine desoxyriboside supplied by Dr. E. E. 
Snell. In addition, several commercial parenteral liver preparations for 
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use in the treatment of pernicious anemia were examined. Other materials 
tested included condensed fish solubles, a commercial stomach concen- 
trate intended for use in pernicious anemia, com steep liquor, a commercial 
trypsin, Wilson’s liver powder 1 :20, and an enz.yme digest of sperm desoxy- 
ribonucleic acid. 

Results of Qualitative Bioautographic Analysis for Vitamin Bn and Alterna- 
tive Growth Factor — Fig. 1 shows a schematic diagram of a typical set of 



Fig. 1. Bioautographs of preparations containing vitamin Bn together with sub- 
stitute growth factors. Test organism, L. Uichmannii 313. Chromatograms de- 
veloped for 18 hours at room temperature with wet n-butanol; 10 to 20 id. samples 
were chromatographed. Strip 1, crystalline vitamin Bn preparation, 3.8 y per ml.; 
Strip 2, parenteral liver Preparation 1, 0.67 7 per ml. of apparent vitamin Bn content; 
Strip 3, corn steep liquor, about 0.25 y per gm. of apparent vitamin Bn, diluted P2; 
Strip 4, corn steep liquor, diluted 1:5; Strip 5, vitamin Bj2 Concentrate 2, 1.5 y per 
ml. of apparent vitamin Bio. 


bioautographs obtained as described above. From an examination of 
Strip 2, which represents the bioautograph of parenteral liver Preparation 
1, it will be noted that the slowest moving zone (at the top of the strip) 
has a double character, suggesting two substances. Analysis of crystalline 
vitamin B 12 preparations and vitamin Bio concentrates indicates that the 
doublet zone of growth may be due to two forms of vitamin B 12 . In this 
connection it is of interest to recall the two forms of APA factor reported 
by Smith (7). 
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Further examination of Strip 2 reveals the presence in this preparation 
of three other substances which move more rapidly on the chromatogram. 
The nature of these faclom will be discussed below. 

It was found that the lir value for a given groAvth factor present in sev- 
eral preparations was independent of the type of preparation examined 
nithin experimental error. Thus on a given day the Rf value of the most 
rapid factor Avas 0.55 for parenteral liver Preparation 1, 0.54 for parenteral 
liver Preparation 2, and 0.54 for parenteral liver Preparation 3. However, 
from dai”- to daj' the Rf value varied an 3 "where from 0.52 to 0.67. As 
a consequence, in identifjdng new factore on anj' given da}’- a Avell studied 
material (the parenteral liver Preparation 1) was also analyzed. It was 
further foimd that, if the most rapidl}"^ moving substance Avas assigned a 
value of 1.0 for its rate of moA'ement, the rates of moA’ement of the other 
substances relative to it AA-ere reasonably constant. This AA-as true so long 
as the daily temperature A’-ariations AA’ere minor. ToAA’ard the end of the 
present study, AAuth the onset of the higher summer laboratoiy temper- 
atures, the relatiAm rates changed somcAA'liat in a non-uniform manner. 
This may be a consequence of the fact that the percentage change of Rf 
value AA-ith temijerature AA'as not the same for all the alternative groAA'th 
factors. 

In Table II are summarized the relatiAm rales of movement of the various 
alternative groAvth factors, the most rapidly moving substance found in 
the thymidine preparation being assigned a rate of 1.0. 

Included in the vitamin column of Table II are all factors Avhich 
AA'ere so sIoav moving, AA’hen wet n-butanol AA’as the developing solvent, 
that accurate Rr values could not be obtained. On occasion, only a single 
zone of growth AA’as observed on a bioautograph at the site of application 
of the test sample. 

It is evident that Aotamin Bj 2 may be more complex in character than is 
indicated by the terms double and single zones of groAA’th. Clearly a 
more efficient solvent than Avet n-butanol is needed to resolve the substances 
that cause the characteristic double zone of groAA’th associated Avith so called 
crystalline A’itamin Bu preparations. Experimental results obtained AA’ith 
such a soh’ent aaiU be described in a later publication. 

It is of interest that all preparations so far tested, which AA’ere intended 
for the treatment of pernicious anemia, contained a groAA’th factor or factors 
Avhich moA’ed slowly or not at all when n-butanol was used as a soh'-ent. 
Altemativ’e growth factors of greater solubility in Avet n-butanol relative 
to water AA’ere found in man}’ of the cruder pernicious anemia preparations 
as well as in preparations of fermentation APF and condensed fish solubles. 

In an investigation of com steep liquor, one factor was found which 
did not fit in AAdth those indicated in Table II. In Fig. 1 are shoAA-n bio- 
autographs for two dilutions of com steep liquor (see Strips 3 and 4). 
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It is evident, on comparing these with the bioautograph for parenteral 
liver Preparation 1, that at least one of the two slowest moving growth 
factors in com steep liquor must represent a fifth alternative growth factor 
in addition to the four of Table II. The average relative rates of the 
growth in corn steep liquor were 0.51, 0.G3, 0.7G, and 1.0. Inspection of 

Table II 


Relative Rates of Movement of Subslilulc Groivlh Factors for L. Lcichmannii SIS* 


Preparation 

Growth factors present 

1 

Vitamin But {type 
of zone of growtii) 

1 

Substitute factors 

t 

2 

3 

4 

Relative rates in terms of Factor 4 

Parenteral liver Preparation 1 

Double 


0.54 

0.78 

1.0 

tt c( tt 2 

(( 


0.51 

0.77 

1.0 

tt tt It 2 

it 

0.32 

0.54 

0.83 

1.0 

Trypsin (1%, crude) 

1 


0.51 


1.0 

Vitamin Bk Concentrate 1 

Double 


i 



(t (t it 2 

« 


0.56 

0.77 

1.0 

“ “ crystalline 

II 





Cow manure factor 

Single (no 






movement) 





Fermentation APF preparation 

Double 


0.56 

0.76 

1.0 

Wilson liver preparation, 1:20 (10%) 

II 



0.80 

1.0 

Stomach concentrate (enzjnne- 

Single (no 


0.52 

0.78 

1.0 

treated) 

movement) 


1 

i 


Condensed fish solubles 

Single (no 


0.50 


1.0 


movement) 





Crystalline APA factor 

Double 





Th3unidine 




0.75t 

1.0 

Average j 

0 32 

0.53 

0.78 

1.0 






* Chromatography on Whatman No. 1 paper overnight with wet n-butanol as the 
solvent. 


t The two forms of vitamin B 12 moved too slowly, preventing an accurate meas- 
urement of their relative rates. On occasion bioautographs e.vhibit a single zone 
in the region normally occupied by vitamin B 12 in place of the double most often 
observed. 

t Very small zone. 

the average values in Table II suggests that the factor in corn steep liquor 
with a relative rate of 0.63 represents the new substance. Thus, in addi- 
tion to at least two forms of vitamin B 12 , five other substitute gmwth 
factors are present in various natural materials. 

Evidence of Desoxyriboside Nature of Alternative Growth Factors — That the 
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substitute groAA-th factors dealt A\-ith in Table II represent desoxyribosides 
appeared probable, as mentioned earlier in this paper. To throAA" light on 
tHs question, aa'c attempted to identify one of the factors AAuth th3TnicIine, 
the only desox3Tiboside aAmilable to us at the start of this investigation. 
From Table II it is apparent that the tlijunidine preparation contained tAA^o 
factors. While it seemed probable that the most rapid factor (assigned 
relative rate, 1.0) Avhich produced the larger zone of groAA^th AA'as thymidine, 
proof of this fact Aras lacking. 

Since only a small amount of thymidine Avas available, the method of 
Hotchkiss (8) could not be applied. A second indirect method AA’-as 
available, hoAveA'^er. By the use of Leuconostoc ciirovorum 8081 in a bio- 
autographic method, an organism Avhich utilizes thymidine in place of an 
tmcharacterized factor, as described by Sauberlich and Baumann (9), it 
Avas found that the thymidine preparation caused a zone of groAAdih at a 
position identical, AAuthin experimental error, AAUth that of the faster, 
larger zone obtained Avhen L. leichmannii 313 As’as the test organism. 

The sloAver factor in the thymidine preparation (see Table II) Avas 
inactive for L. citrovonim 8081. These findings therefore serve to identify 
the factor assigned a relative rate of 1.0 as thymidine. 

Subsequent bioautographic testing of h3T)oxanthine desoxyriboside indi- 
cated that the preparation, kindly made available by Dr. E. E. SneU, 
Avas free of any other factors and that this desoxyriboside moved Avith a 
relative rate, indicating its possible identity Asith Substitute Factor 2 
in Table II. 

Additional evidence suggesting the desoxyriboside nature of the more 
rapidly moAung groAvth factors other than vitamin Bu Avas afforded by 
bioautographic analysis of an enzyme digest of desoxyribonucleic acid. 
The digestion Avas carried out substantially in the manner described by 
Chargaff et al. (10) for the production of desoxyribonucleosides. 

A sample of sperm desoxyribonucleic acid (DNA), obtained from the 
Nutritional Biochemicals Corporation, Cleveland, Ohio, Avas dissolved 
Avith the aid of a little alkali to give a 4 per cent solution. The pH Avas 
adjusted to 6.7. Bioautographic analysis of this solution of DNA re- 
A^ealed the presence of a vitamin Bu-like factor {i.e., it did not “move” 
on a paper chromatogram Arhen n-butanol v^as the solvent). 

To a 1 ml. sample of the DNA solution, 1 ml. of veronal buffer of pH 6 to 
7, containing 2 per cent MgS04'3H20, and 1 ml. of an enzyme solution Avere 
added. The enzyme solution contained 300 7 per ml. of crystalline des- 
oxyribonuclease (W^'orthington Biochemical Laboratory) and 50 mg. per 
ml. of mylase P (Wallerstein Laboratories). After incubation at about 
30° overnight imder toluene, bioautographic analysis shoAved the presence 
of four substitute grcAAdh factors in addition to the Autamin Bu-like factor 
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originally present before enz 3 ’’mc digestion. A control analysis of the en- 
zyme solution indicated the substantial absence of such factors. 

The relative I’ates of movement of the faetoi's were 0.57, 0.69, 0.78, and 
1.00. The relative rates of the substitute grou'th factors in parenteral liver 
Pi’eparation 1, subjected to bioautograjrhic anal.ysis at the same time as the 
enzyme digest of DNA, were O.GO, 0.79, and 1.00. The first figure (O.GO) 
for liver Preparation 1 is higher than that indicated in Table II for the same 
liver preparation. As was pointed out earlier, this is probably a conse- 
quence of a temperature change in the laboratoiy. The data of Table II 
were obtained at about 25 °. The temperature in the present experiment 
was much higher (about 31°). If we take account of this change in relative 
rates, the factors found in the DNA digest arc jjossibb'’ h 3 ’’poxanthine des- 
oxyriboside (relative rate 0.57) and tlijunidinc (relative rate 1.0). 

The other two factors (relative rates 0.69 and 0.78) may represent other 
desoxyribosides in the enzjrme digest of DNA. For brevity, a diagram of 
the bioautograph of the DNA digest has not been given. Tire main factors 
present in the digest (z.e., the ones causing the largest zones of growth) were 
those with the relative rates 0.57 and 1 .0. This finding may have a bearing 
on the relative rates of liberation of Ihe dcsoxj’-ribosides bj’’ enzyme diges- 
tion, and on their relative activity for L. Idclmannii 313. 

The four factors found in com steep liquor may represent the same des- 
oxyribosidcs found in the DNA enzjune digest. Their occurrence in com 
steep liquor may be a consequence of bacterial fermentation, since the corn 
steep liquor examined Avas highly fennented. 

The only factor which so far has not been implied to be a deso.x3Tiboside 
is that one with a relative rate of 0.32 (see Table II). That it is such a 
substance seems probable. 

Quaniitaiive Analysis of Vitamin Bin arid Snhsiitnte Growth Factors m 
Parenteral Liver Preparation — It has been shown above that it is possible to 
separate vitamin and various alternative growth factors by the use of 
paper chromatography. Assuming that all the grcAAdh factors which barely 
move away from the site of application of a test sample on a chromatogram 
(when wet ?i-butanol is used as a developing solvent) represent forms of 
vitamin B12, it is possible to assay such factors in Amrious concentrates in a 
simple fashion. Such an assa3'- AA’-as carried out on parenteral liA'-er Prepara- 
tion 1 (see Fig. 1 , Strip 2 ). In this assay, several 8.6 /tl. samples of the 
parenteral Ih’-er preparation were subjected to chromatographic separation 
on paper strips in the usual Ava3^ After being dried in air, each strip AA^as 
cut in tAvo at a point just beloAv the estimated position of the Autamin B12 
entities (about 1.5 inches beneath the site of application of the test sample). 
The upper sections of the strip chromatograms therefore contained the sIoav 
moving vitamin B12. The loAA'er sections contained the faster moving al- 
ternative groAvth factors. 
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The top and bottom sections were each eluted with a known volume of 
water and aliquots were taken for assay of total apparent vitamin B12 ac- 
ti\nty. In carr3dng out the assa3% a 72 hour titrimetric tube assay was 
employed with the basal medium given in Table I. 

In addition to the above, as controls, unchromatographed samples were 
also assa3’’ed. As a further check, instead of cutting some of the strip 
chromatograms after development, the entire strips were eluted and as- 
sayed. Finally, in order to demonstrate that there is no loss in vitamin B12 
during chromatography, several samples of vitamin Bn Concentrate 1 were 
also chromatographed; the chromatograms were cut and the top and bot- 
tom sections were assayed for vitamin Bij. Every assay was carried out in 


Table III 

Quantilalive Assay of Fractions 0 / Parenteral Liver Preparation 1 after Separation on 

Paper Chromatograms 


Apparent activity calculated as 
crystalline vitamin Bij, y per ml. 


Material analyzed 

Deter- 
1 mina- 
tlon 

1 

Deter- 
1 mina* 

1 tion 

2 

Deter- 
1 xnina- 
tlon 

3 

Deter- 
1 miua- 
1 tion 

4 

Average 

Parenteral liver 

Not chromatographed | 

0.67 


0.67 


0.67 

Preparation 1* ] 

Top of chromatogram 

0.73 

0.80 1 



0.75 


Bottom of chromatogram 

0.19 

0.17 

0.17 

0.19 

0.18 


Entire chromatogram eluted 

0.76 

0.73 

0.73 

0.73 

0.74 

Vitamin Bu Con- 

Not chromatographed 

2.08 

2.00 

1.93 

1.93 

1.99 

centrate 1 

Top of chromatogram 

2.00 

2.08 

2.08 


2.03 


Bottom of chromatogram 

None 

\ 

None 

None 

None 



* In carrying out determinations on the cut sections of the chromatograms, two 
top sections and two bottom sections were eluted together; in all eight chromato- 
grams were sectioned and combined in this way for the four determinations. 


quadruplicate with crystalline vitamin Biz as the standard. The results 
appear in Table III. 

It will be noted that after chromatography there was somewhat more 
apparent vitamin B12 activity per ml. at the top of the chromatogram com- 
pared to the value^obtained without chromatography. The bottom section 
of the chromatogram, containing as it did the three fast moving alternative 
growth factors, contributed an additional amoimt of apparent vitamin B12 
activity, which was only about 25 per cent of the activity at the top of the 
chromatogram. 

It would appear, in the present instance at least, that, in a total tube 
assay of an unchromatographed sample, the value obtained ( 0.67 7 per ml.) 
was not the sum of the activities contributed by the top and bottom sets 
of factors measured separately. This finding raises a question concerning 
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the joint grovi-li-promoting effects of vitamin B 12 and thymidine. While 
several authors have noted that these substances can replace one another 
in supporting the growth of certain lactic acid bacteria, there is little de- 
tailed information on the quantitative aspects of their combined action. 
Lack of sufficient pure th.ymidine has prevented us from obtaining pertinent 
data on this problem. 

From Table III, it is also plain that little or no vitamin Bi: is lost dunng 
the development of the paper chromatograms, since all of the vitamin 
applied as Concentrate 1 was recovered by eluting the top sections of the 
chromatograms. 

In Fig. 1, consideration of the size of the zones of growth in the bioauto- 
graph for the parenteral liver Preparat.ion 1 (see Strip 2) would lead one to 
believe that most of the activitj”^ would have been found in the bottom sec- 
tions of the chi’omatograms of Table III. Tlie small area of the double 
zone of grovffh caused by the very slow moving v’itamin B 12 is probably due 
to poor diffusion in the agar because of its high molecular weight. 

Note — Stokstad ct al. ( 11 ) have presented evidence that, when vitamin Bn 
is autoclaved vdth a basal medium, there is some destruction of the vitamin. 
The amount of destruction varies with the preparation being analyzed. 
These authors pointed out that inclusion of thioglycolic acid (TGA) in the 
medium protected vitamin Bn from destruction bj’- autoclaving. In the 
light of these obseivations, it was of interest to repeat the experiment, the 
results of which were described in Table III. The vitamin Bn content of an 
unchromatographed sample of parenteral li-\mr Preparation 1, deteimined 
in the presence of TGA during autoclaving, Avas 0.60 7 per ml., about the 
same as is indicated in Table III. (Other parenteral preparations exhibited 
anyAAdiere from 50 to 100 per cent more vitamin Bn actiAuty when TGA was 
present during autoclaAung, confirming the findings of Stokstad et al) 
Quadruplicate assay of the top of a chromatogram, in the presence of TGA, 
yielded a value of 0.80 7 per ml., again in agreement vdth the Amlue of Table 
III. Assay of the bottom of a chromatogram in the presence of TGA 
jdelded 0.02 7 per ml., only about 10 per cent of the figure noted in Table 
III. Thus the apparent vitamin Bn activity of faster moving alternative 
growth factors was much less Avhen measured in the presence of TGA. 

DISCUSSION 

The application of the bioautographic method to the study of vitamin 
Bn and substitute groAvth factors for L. leichnannii 313 has revealed 
marked similarities among such diverse materials as parenteral liver prep- 
arations intended for the treatment of pernicious anemia, a feimenta- 
tion APF preparation, and condensed fish solubles. Fish solubles have 
been used by man}’" authors as sources of APF for chicks. IVliile it has 
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been implied that the APF activity of fish solubles may be due to the 
vitamin B 12 content, of the preparation, no evidence other than the groivth- 
promoting eiTect for chicks and perhaps for lactic acid bacteria has been 
presented. In the present paper, the finding in condensed fish solubles 
of one factor that does not “move” on a paper chromatogram under the 
conditions described, ivliich is thus similar to authentic vitamin Bjj, has 
been demonstrated. In addition there are present two other more rap- 
idly moving growth factom, found on occasion in a wide variety of other 
sources of vitamin B^. 

As mentioned earlier, the question has yet to be amswered as to whether 
the more mobile grou’th factors for L. leidimannii 313, which are probably 
desoxjTibosides, have AlPF or antianemia activity. The more mobile fac- 
tors by themselves display apparent vitamin Bie activity in preparations, 
such as corn steep liquor, wliich lack the vitamin itself as evidenced by the 
absence of anj'- “immobile” growth factor. This finding suggests that all 
studies on the apparent vitamin Bu content of natural materials determined 
in the usual form of tube assa}’’ should be checked by a bioautographic 
study to ascertain the types of growth factors present. 

It has recently been reported by Nicbol et al. (12) that one can obtain 
liver preparations which are active in the treatment of pernicious anemia 
but possess no animal protein factor activity for the chick. It would be of 
great interest to determine what gi’oudh factors, if any, for L. leichmannii 
313 are present in such preparations. 

SUMMARY 

1. A paper chromatographic study of vitamin B 12 and related growth fac- 
tors has been carried out. In addition to vitamin Bia, five other substitute 
growth factors for Lactobacillus leichmannii 313 have been recognized. 
Evidence of the desoxyriboside nature of the substitute growth factors has 
been presented. 

2. A quantitative analysis for vitamin Bj- which comprises the joint 
use of paper chromatography and a tube assay of the separated factors 
has been described. 
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Z-5-VINYL-2-THIOOXAZOLIDONE, AN ANTITHYROID 
COIVIPOUND FROM YELLOW TURNIP AND FROM 
BRASSICA SEEDS* 


By E. B. ASTWOOD, MONTE A. GREER, and MARTIN G. ETTLINGERf 

(From Ihc Joseph H. Pratt Diagnostic Hospital, the Department of Medieine, Tufts 
College Medical School, Boston, and the Department of Chemistry, Harvard 
University, Cambridge) 

(Received for publication, June 13, 1949) 

Extensive studies have been made on the effects of various articles of 
the diet on the induction of goiter in animals. Certain plants, such as 
cabbage (1), turnip (2), rape seed (3), soy bean (4), and peanut (4), have 
been reported to cause thyroid enlargement. Sometimes added iodine 
seemed to prevent the development of these goiters, but in other instances 
it did not. Although it has often been suggested that the effect of these 
foods may be attributable to a goitrogenic compound contained in them, 
attempts to isolate an active principle have heretofore been unsuccessful. 

Only two antithyroid compounds have been authentically reported to 
occur in plants. Hein and Farkass (5) have detected thiourea by micro- 
chemical methods in Laburnum anagyroides. In 1938 Hopkins (6) ob- 
tained 5,5-dimethyl-2-thiooxazolidone from seeds of the crucifer Conringia 
orientalis; this compound was approximately one-fifth as active as thiour- 
acil in the rat (7). On the other hand, the alleged existence (8) of benz5d- 
thiourea in seeds of Carica ■papaya is questionable. For the isolation, the 
papaya seeds, which contain an unidentified mustard oil (9, 10), were ex- 
tracted Avith an ammoniacal medium, Prollius’ fluid (11); hence, the benzyl- 
thiourea found may have been an artifact. 

In a recent investigation (12) of the antithyroid effects of foods in nor- 
mal subjects, several foods were found to inhibit the uptake of radioactive 
iodine in a manner similar to that of antithyroid compounds. The most 
effective of these was rutabaga (yellow turnip or Swedish turnip), which 
was subsequently utilized for isolation of the active principle. 

Isolation — The antithyroid activities of preparations of the mtabaga 
factor were followed during early stages of purification by a simplified rat 
assay with I*^*. Partially concentrated fractions, in contrast to the crude 
extract, gave a pink or purple color -with Grote’s reagent (13) similar to 
that produced by many thio compounds. Since most known sulfur-con- 

* Aided in part by grants from the United States Public Health Service and from 
the American Cyanamid Company. 

t Member of the Society of Fellows, Harvard University. 
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taining goitrogens arc tliioamidcs and exhibit ultraviolet absorption, the 
rutabaga concentrates were examined and found to possess a strong ab- 
sorption maximum, at 240 m/z, of intensity parallel to antithyroid activity. 
Consequently, the final purification of the active principle was controlled 
by spectropliotomctric assa 3 ^ 

As previousl}'" reported (12), the antithyroid factor was extracted from 
finely ground, raw rutabaga root by steeping in cold water, was stable 



WAVELENGTH IN MILLIMICRONS 

Pig. 1. Ultraviolet absorption spectra of the turnip factor (A) and of 2 -thioo.vazoli- 
done (B) in distilled water (solid lines) and in 0.1 n sodium hydroxide (dotted lines). 
The spectrum of 5,5-dimethyl-2-thiooxazolidone was nearly identical with that of B. 

during evaporation of the filtrate, and could be extracted from the aqueous 
concentrate by organic solvents, of which ether proved to be the most 
selective. Furthennore, the substance was freely soluble in water or dry 
ether, was distributed between water and ether in approximately unit 
ratio, and was extracted from ether by'' strong alkali, properties which per- 
mitted its separation as a slightly colored oil of 60 per cent purity. After 
additional processing by high vacuum distillation and chromatography on 
alumina, a fraction was induced to solidify. Once seed crystals had been 
obtained, the concentrates prepared by solvent partition could be com- 
pletely purified by direct crystallization from ether. 

Determination of Structure — The antithy’roid factor of rutabaga was 
isolated as colorless, optically'- active crystals, m.p. 50°, [a]” = —70.5° 
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(methanol). Analj'ses and a molecular weight determination furnished 
the molecular formula, C5H7ONS. No compound of this formula and 
\\-ith similar properties had liitherto been described. The compound was 
a weak monoacid, pl^ 10.5, had no basic properties, and was stable in 
hot alkali but not in acid. The ultraviolet absorption spectrum (Fig. 1) 
in aqueous solution exhibited a single intense maximum at 240 m^i, log 
€ 4.18, shifted by alkali to 232 m/i, log « 4.08. Nearly identical acidities 
and spectra were found to be possessed by the model compounds, 2-thio- 
oxazolidone (I) and 5,5-dimethyl-2-tliiooxazolidone' (II). Therefore, the 
physical properties of the rutabaga factor, like its antithyroid activity, 
suggested the presence of a thioncarbamate group, — ^NH — CS — 0 — . 
Final evidence in this direction was afforded by the infra-red absorption 
spectrum (Fig. 2) of the unknown. The system of bands (stars) at 2.92, 
3.17, 6.63 (inflected at 6.5), and 8.57 ft, which is characteristic of the 
thioncarbamate group present in thiooxazolidones, conclusively established 
the function of the hetero atoms. 
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Another significant feature in the infra-red spectnim was the pair of 
bands (arrows; Fig. 2) at 10.17 and 10.88 /i, which indicated a vinyl group 
(14, 15). The partial structure III could therefore be written, wherein 
a ring was required in order to permit optical activity. Since the possibility 
of a 4-membered ring could be dismissed, the substance was either 4- or 
5'vinyl-2-thiooxazolidone (IV or V). The observed absence of (7-methyl 
groups further strengthened this deduction. 

* The previously published spectrum of this substance appears to be inaccurate. 
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A decision between the two remaining structural possibilities Avas made 
as follows. On acid hydrolysis, compounds IV and V would yield theamino 
alcohols VI and VII respectively, which sf ill possess an asjTnmotric carbon 
atom. All 3 dic amines (16, 17) and 1,2-amino alcohols (18, 19) are stable 
in strong acid; hence, the amino alcohol VI would be expected to retain 
optical activitj'-, which it could not lose without concomitant loss of am- 
monia. On the contrary, the amino alcohol VII, in accord with the IcnoAvn 
sensitivity of allylic alcohols to acid (20-22), .should suffer attack and racc- 
mization as it is formed. Experimental l.y, upon cleavage of the rutabaga 
compound with boiling 4 N h.ydrochloric acid, the optical activity disap. 
peared and ammonia could not be detected as a product. Therefore, the 
antithyroid factor of rutabaga was pro'ced to be f-5-vinyl 2-thiooxazolidone 
(V). This structure was subsequentlj'^ confirmed by synthesis.- 
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Fig. 2. Infra-red absorption spectrum of the turnip factor (chloroform solution). 
Bands characteristic of the 2-thiooxazoIidone and vinyl groups are indicated by 
stars and arrows respectively. 

The spectrophotometrically determined distribution of the compound 
in the seeds of some members of the Ci’uciferae is shown in Table I. It 
Avas not detected in any plant except those of the genus Brassica, and within 
that genus it tvas absent from the seeds of mustard and cauliflower. It 
Avas isolated from the edible root of rutabaga and AAdiite turnip in amounts 
which varied from 0.12 to 1.0 gm. per kilo, but it could not be detected in 
the edible portions of other Brassica vegetables, including cabbage, Chinese 
cabbage, kale, caulifloAver, broccoli, mustard-greens, or horseradish root. 
The possible biogenetic relation of the antithyroid factor to the unsaturated 
5-carbon mustard oil of rape seed (23, 24) merits further exploration. 

The compound appeared to be present in the plant as a Avater-soluble, 

5 Ettlinger, M. G., to be published. 
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ether-insoluble precursor, from -which the thiooxazolidone was formed 
apparently by enzymatic action. Boiling the root or seed in water inacti- 
vated the enzyme, and no biological activity could be detected; nor could 
any thiooxazolidone be isolated. The compound could be liberated from 
heated material by treatment with fresh plant tissue or with protein frac- 
tions thereof. 


Table I 


Thiooxazolidone Conlenl of Seeds of Plants of Mustard Family 


Genus 

Plant 

No. of 
varieties 
tested 

Content 

Range 

Mean 




tm. per k[. 

tm. per it. 

Brassica 

Rutabaga* 

7 

0.8-8.6 

2.5 


Turnip* 

9 

0.3-2. 5 

1.0 


Cabbage* 

9 

0.2-4. 7 

1.5 


Kale* 

3 

0.9-6. 3 

4.4 


Rape* 

3 

1. 8-2.1 

1.9 


Chinese cabbage 

1 


0.7 


Brussels sprouts 

2 

0. 5-0.8 

0.7 


Broccoli 

1 


1.6 


Kohlrabi 

2 

0.7-1. 4 

1.1 


Cauliflotver 

2 


0 


Mustard 

3 


0 

Raphanus 

Radish 

12 


0 

Lobularia 

Sweet alyssum 

5 


0 

Matthiola 

Stock 



0 

Iheris 

Candytuft 

2 


0 

Nasturtium 

Cress 

1 


0 

Lepidium 


1 


0 

Arahis 

Rook cress 

1 


0 

Cheiranthus 

Wallflower 

2 


0 

Lunaria 

1 Honesty 

1 


0 


* Identified by isolation. 


Tested in normal human subjects by use of radioactive iodine (25), 
the compound was found to have an antithyroid actmty equal to that 
of thiouracil. Single doses of 50 mg. in two subjects exerted a marked 
but not complete inhibition of iodine uptake by the thyroid gland; doses 
of 100 mg. in four subjects were completely inhibitory for 4 hours or longer, 
and doses of 200 mg. in two subjects were completely inhibitory for 24 
hours. 

The usual rat method of assay involving the administration of the com- 
pound for 10 days admixed -ndth the food (7) and a method in rats -with 
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the use of showed it to be one-fifth ns active ns thiouracil and similar 
in activity to 2-thiooxazolidonc and 5,5-dimethy]-2-thiooxazolidone. 

EXPEIUMENTAL 

Assay Method — Several tests on the starting material and on par- 
tially purified extracts were made in man by the methods previously de- 
scribed (25). For most assa 3 's a test in immature rats with radioiodine 
Avas employed. The method Avas similar to that used by McGinty cl al. 
(26) for the assa}'^ of antithyroid compounds. The ground starting material 
AA'as administered bj' stomach tube, but the more purified fractions Avere 
given by subcutaneous injection. 1 hour later a tracer dose of carrier-free 
Avas injected subcutaneouslj’’, and 3 hours thereafter the thyroid gland 
Avas excised and placed on a piece of diy absorbent paper not quite cover- 
ing a standard 1 in. copper disk. The gland AAms secured on the disk 
by Scotch tape and pressed flat unth a heaA’^y Avcight. The content 
AA’^as determined bj'^ counting /S radiation AAUth a Geiger-Mtiller counter. 
Thiourea and thiouracil AA'ere used as standards. 

Extraction and Purification — 5 kilos of turnip roots or 500 gm. of the seed 
were ground in a mechanical grinder or in a Waring blendor. The ground 
seed AA'^as suspended in 5 liters of AA^ater, but the root required no additional 
AA^ater. The mash Avas alloAved to stand at room temperature A\dth occa- 
sional stirring for several hours or overnight. The suspension Avas then 
coagulated by heating to above 60°, pressed through cloth, and filtered. 
The residue Avas reextracted AAuth one-half of the original A'olume of AA'ater, 
and the combined filtrates AA'ere evaporated to a thin s3Tup, either by 
vacuum distillation or by heating in shallow pans on a steam bath in a 
stream of air. The actiA’’e principle aa^s recovered fi’om the aqueous con- 
centrate by five extractions AAuth equal volumes of peroxide-free ether. 
The combined ether extracts AA’^ere reduced to a convenient volume of about 
2 liters, and shaken six times Avith 10 cc. portions of satui'ated sodium bi- 
carbonate solution. A negligible amount of the active principle Avas lost 
in this step, and virtually the Avbole of the desired substance Avas then 
removed from the ether by six extractions Avith 10 cc. portions of 2 n 
sodium hydroxide. The combined sodium hydroxide extracts Avere neutral- 
ized to a pH of 8 to 8.5 Avith carbon dioxide and extracted five times Avitli 
equal volumes of ether. After removal of the ether by evaporation, the 
yelloAV oily residue Avas thoroughly shaken Avith 50 cc. of water. The turbid 
aqueous phase Avas removed from an insoluble deeply colored tar, treated 
Avith charcoal, and filtered. The clear and nearly colorless filtrate was 
evaporated to an oi^’’ residue Avhich Avas thoroughly dried in vacuo. The 
oil was dissolved in 10 to 20 cc. of dry, peroxide-free ether, leaving a small 
amount of insoluble solid; the solution was treated Avitb charcoal and 
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filtered. The ether solution was evaporated to about 5 cc., chilled in the 
freezing chamber of a refrigerator, and seeded. The cr3''stals were collected 
after several hours at — 10° and reciystallized one or more times. The 
yield of crystalline material averaged about 50 per cent of that contained 
in the seed or root, measured spectrophotometrically. 

Crystals were initially obtained from material wliich had been further 
purified by vacuum distillation and by chromatographic adsorption. An 
oily extract, estimated to contain 600 mg. of the substance, was heated 
under the vacuum of a mechanical pump in a small spherical flask in a 
water bath, and the distillate was collected on a test-tube projecting into 
the center of the flask containing an alcohol-dry ice mixture. As the tem- 
perature was slowly raised to 60°, a small amount of material \vith very little 
absorption at 240 ma condensed and was discarded. At 100°, the desired 
substance was slowly deposited on the cold finger and was removed in four 
portions during the course of 3 hours, leaving a deeply colored viscous 
gum in the distilling flask. The four fractions exhibited similar specific 
absorptions at 240 mpc and were combined. The product, estimated to 
contain 450 mg. of the compound, was a colorless, odorless oil, which 
exhibited some cloudiness when chilled. Further purification was achieved 
by chromatographic adsorption on aluminum oxide. 450 mg. of material 
which had been distilled were dissolved in 10 cc. of dry ether or chloroform 
and drawn through a column of freshly ignited alumina, 1.8 cm. in diameter 
and 3 cm. high. The column was developed by a small volume of solvent 
and the desired substance was eluted by a large volume of the same solvent 
or by solvent containing 1.0 per cent of alcohol. When crude preparations 
were treated in this way, a large quantity of colored material remained 
on the column and was removed only by solvents with a higher alcohol 
content. Each small fraction of eluted material was chilled in an alcohol- 
dry ice mixture, whereupon one solidified. The mass was broken up in 
chilled methanol, and the fine crystals were collected by filtration at the 
temperature of dry ice. 

Determination of Thiooxazolidone in Plant Tissues — The seed, root, or 
other portion of the plant was ground in a Waring blendor wth a measured 
volume of water and allowed to stand for several hours with occasional 
stirring. A portion was then heated in a boiling water bath and filtered. 
1 cc. of the clear filtrate was shaken with 10 cc. of ether, and, after separa- 
tion of phases was complete, 1 to 5 cc. of the ether was evaporated to dry- 
ness and the residue dissolved in 6 or 10 cc. of water. The ultraviolet 
absorption spectrum was plotted and the density at 240 mu was corrected 
for non-specific absorption as follows. The spectrum of the pure substance 
exhibited a minimum at 220 m/x, at wliich wave-length the density was 
one-fifth of the density at 240 mu; also, the density at 260 mu was one thir- 
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tccntli t,hat. at 240 niju. Furtliermorc, the density of nfjn-si)ccific absorp- 
tion seemed to increase roughly linearlj’’ from 2C0 to 220 mii. On this 
assumption, the corrected density at 240 m/x wis calculated by subtracting 
from the observed density the average of the densities at 220 and 2G0mfi, 
and multipljdng the result by 


5X13 


5X13- 


(5+13) 

o 


5G 


The content was calculated from the corrected specific absorption and 
the dilution in extraction. It was assumed that the thiooxazolidone was 
distributed uniforml}’’ throughout the original mash, and that the partition 
ratio betAveen Avater and ether Avas 1. Use of a 10-fold volume of ether 
minimized the importance of the latter assumption. This quantitative 
method is not specific, since related compounds would give similar absorp- 
tion spectra. 

Properties — The substance ciystallizcd from ether as large, clear, color- 
less prisms; m.p. 50°; = —70.5°; (2 per cent in methanol; 51.6 mg. 

in 2.51 cc., 1 dm. —1.45°). 

Analysis — CeHjONS 

Calculated. C 46.49, II 5.46, N 10.84, S 24.82, mol. wt. 129 

Found. “ 46.59, “ 5.55, “ 10.74, “ 24.45, “ “ 121, CH,— C <0.1 

The molecular weight Avas kindly determined bj’’ Dr. Paul Bell of the 
American Cyanamid Company bj’’ a modification of the theimoelectric 
osmometer- method (27, 28). The C-methyl analyses AA-ere performed on 50 
to 100 mg. samples by the usual procedure (29); control experiments on 
6-methyl-2-thiouracil and 5,5-diniethy]-2-thiooxazolidone jdelded 0.8 ter- 
minal methyl each. 

Ultraviolet absorption spectra AA^ere measured AAuth a Beckman ultraAUO- 
let spectrophotometer, model DU. The analogues, 2 -thiooxazolidone. (30)- 
and 5,6-dimethyl-2-thiooxazolidone (31), Avere synthetic samples. The 
infra-red absorption spectrum in 2 per cent chloroform solution aa'US ob- 
tained AAnth a Baird infra-red recording spectrophotometer, model B, at 
HarAmrd University. 

The dissociation constant Avas obtained bj'’ tAvo methods. Calculations 
from the shift of ultraviolet absorption in various buffers jdelded a pA 
of 10, AA-hereas titration of an aqueous solution AAUth 0.2 n NaOH AAdth a 
Beckman type E glass electrode gave an uncorrected Amlue of 10.5 The 
pK of 5,5-dimethyl-2-thiooxazolidone determined concurrently AA’'as found 
to be 11.05. The titration cui-ves indicated an equiA^alent AA'eight of 12o 
to 135; the end-point Avas not sharp. 

Distribution hetiveen Solvents — ^The distribution constants of the turmp 
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factor between water and various organic solvents wore measured spec- 
trophotometrically at room temperature. The ratios (organic solvent 
to water) at an initial concentration of 5 7 per cc. in water were ligroin 
0.022, toluene 0.092, chloroform 1.29, ethyl acetate 2.52, and n-butanol 
3.46. The ratios bet^Yeen ether and various aqueous solutions initially 
containing 0.104 mg. per cc. of the substance Avere water 0.86, 0.1 n HCI 
0.85, saturated NaCl 2.20, 0.5 m NaHCOj 0.98, 0.5 m NaHCOs + 0.5 m 
NaaCOs 1.01, 0.5 M NaHCOj + 1 m Na^COj 0.88, 0.5 m NasCOs 0.20, and 
0.1 N NaOH 0.02. 

Degradations — solution of 20 mg. of the turnip factor in 2 cc. of sodium 
hydroxide was boiled down to 0.5 cc. in 15 minutes. The ultraviolet 
spectrum was unchanged, and the compound was reisolated after acidifica- 
tion and extraction into ether. 

Upon refluxing 100 mg. of the compound in 12 cc. of 4 n hydrochloric 
acid, hydrogen sulfide was evolved, and observation of the ultraviolet 
spectrum after 90 minutes showed that less than 0.3 mg. of the thio- 
oxazolidone remained. Following evaporation in vacuo, the optical rota- 
tion of the residue was measured in solution in 1.5 cc. of water and 1,5 
cc. of 1 N alkali in a 1 dm. tube. The obseiwed values, 4-0.09° and -f-0.07° 
(Wd =+ 1*’ to 2°), were small and practically identical, and presumably 
were caused by impurity in the starting material. 

95 mg. of the compound were dissolved in 8 cc. of 4 n hydrochloric acid 
and boiled for 90 minutes. The solution was evaporated in vacuo, dis- 
solved in water, rendered alkaline with sodium hydroxide, and distilled 
into 1.0 cc. of 0.1 N hydrochloric acid. Titration established that only 
0.06 m.eq. of base had distilled (equivalent to only 0.08 molecular equiva- 
lent of the original material). Tests of the distillate with Nessler’s solu- 
tion showed that it contained less than 0.1 mg. of ammonia. 

SUMMARY 

An antithyroid compound, equal in potency to thiouracil in man, has 
been isolated from the root and seed of turnip and from the seed of cab- 
bage, kale, and rape. This hitherto unknown substance was proved to 
be Z-5-vinyl-2-thiooxazolidone. 

We are indebted to Dr. R. 0. Roblin and his associates of the Chemo- 
therapy Division, Stamford Research Laboratories, American Cyanamid 
Company, for helpful assistance, 
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THE UTILIZATION IN VITRO OF C‘«-LABELED ACETATE 
AND PYRF\LVTE BY DIAPHRAGM MUSCLE OF RAT* 


By CLAUDE A. VILLEE and A. BAIBD HASTINGS 
{From the Department of Biological Chemistry, Harvard Medical School, Boston) 

(Received for publication, June 10, 1949) 

The usefulness of the rat diaphragm technique of Gemmill in the study 
of carbohydrate metabolism of muscle in vitro has been demonstrated 
by the experiments of Gemmill (1, 2), Stadie (3, 4), I&ahl and Cori (6), 
Krahl and Park (6), and Verzar and Wenner {7, 8). The adaptation of 
this technique to experiments by use of C'Mabeled glucose was described 
in a pretdous paper (9). In those experiments, it was found that the 
addition of insulin increased the amount of glucose utilized, the amount 
of glycogen synthesized, and the amount of glucose carbon metabolized 
to carbon dioxide. The removal of the pituitary and adrenals also in- 
creased the rates of these reactions. Although most of the data could 
be explained by assuming that insulin and the hormones of the pituitary 
and adrenal glands affect the rate of the hexokinase reaction, other points 
of effect by these substances were not excluded. In the e.xperiments re- 
ported here, the effect of insulin on the metabolism of C*^-labeled acetate 
and p 3 Truvate was studied under varying experimental conditions. Other 
experiments comparing the utilization of labeled acetate and pyruvate in 
ventricle slices and diaphragm of the rat are reported elsewhere (10). 

Materials and Methods 

The strain of rats and methods of adrenalectomy and of inducing diabetes 
were identical with those of the previous study (9). Rats were fasted 
24 hours before being used in an experiment, and only those rats nith a 
fasting blood glucose of 300 mg, per cent or more were included in the 
diabetic series. 

Sodium acetate labeled with in the carboxyl carbon (11) and potas- 
sium pyruvate labeled with in the carbonyl carbon (12) were synthesized 
in this laboratory by Dr. Yale J. Topper. The radioactivities of these 
compounds were determined by their combustion to CO 2 and collection as 
BaCOa. The BaCOa was plated on stainless steel planchets and its radio- 
activity determined by an end window Geiger tube. The acetate had an 
activity of 3110 counts per minute per mg. when referred to an arbitrarj'- 

* This work was supported in part by a contract between Harvard University and 
the Office of Naval Research and the Atomic Energy Commission, and in part by a 
grant-in-aid from the Ella Sachs Plots Foundation. 
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standard of BaC'^Os; the pjn'uvate liad an activity of 1465 counts per 
minute per mg. when rcfcri-cd to the same standard. 

The isolated hemidiaphragms were incubated in Warburg vessels in a 
medium of 0.04 u sodium phosphate, 0.005 m MgCb, 0.08 m NaCl, and 
either 0.01 m acetate or 0.01 m pyruvate. The initial pH of the medium, 
determined by glass electrode, was 0.8 and the pH after incubation was 
6.8 ± 0.1. The center wells contained a piece of hard filter paper and 0.2 
ml. of COo-free 5 per cent NaOH to absorb the CO 2 produced. A hemi- 
diaphragm weighing about 100 mg. was placed in each vessel in 3.0 ml. of 
medium, 0.5 unit of insulin per ml. was added to one of each pair of flasks, 
and the vessels were incubated for 2 hours after an initial gassing with 
100 per cent ox 3 '-gen. 

At the end of the incubation period, the CO 2 from the center well was 
precipitated as BaCOa, plated, and counted with an end -window Geiger 
tube. The diaphragm was removed and digested in boiling 30 per cent 
KOH; the glycogen was precipitated by alcohol, purified, hjdrolyzed, and 
determined as glucose by the method of Nelson (13) . Samples of the media 
were analyzed before and after incubation for pyruvate by the method 
of Friedemann and Haugen (14) and for lactate by the method of Barker 
and Summerson (15). Blood glucose determinations w'ere made at the 
time of sacrifice by the method of Nelson (13). 

Results 

Acetate M etaholism — The amount of acetate oxidized to CO 2 was calcula 
ted from the ratio of the total activity in the respiratory CO 2 to the total 
initial activity of the acetate in the medium, multiplied by the initial 
concentration of acetate in the medium (Table I, Line 2). Tliis calcula- 
tion involves the assumption that the formation of radioactive CO 2 is a 
measure of the complete oxidation of acetate molecules, and that for each 
labeled (carboxyl) carbon appearing in the CO 2 1 unlabeled (a) carbon also 
appears. 

The metabolism of acetate to CO 2 in diabetic diaphragm was much less 
than that in normal diaphragm (Table I, Line 2), 3.3 juM per gm. wet weight 
of diaphragm per hour in muscle from diabetic animals compared to 12.4 
ixu per gm. per hour in muscle from normal rats. This was not due to an 
over-all decrease in metabolism in the diabetic tissue, because the oxygen 
consumptions of the two types of tissue are comparable (Table I, Line 5). 
Rather, it is to be attributed to an actual decrease in the diabetic muscle 
of the percentage of the CO 2 carbons derived from acetate (Table I, Line 
6). The percentage of CO 2 carbons derived from acetate carbons was 
calculated by dividing the specific activity (counts per minute per milli- 
mole of carbon) of the CO 2 by the specific activity (counts per minute per 
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millimole of carbon) of the acetate and multipl 3 dng by 100. This decrease 
in acetate metabolism in the diabetic was not relieved by the addition in 
vitro of insulin. The amount of acetate metabolized to carbon dioxide 
and thepercentageof respirator}’’ COj derivedfrom acetate in diaphragm from 
adrenalectomized rats was not significantly different from normal (Table 
I). Insulin had no effect on acetate metabolism in muscle from either 
normal or adrenalectomized rats. This is in strildng contrast to its marked 
effect (when glucose is the substrate) on glucose utilization, glycogen forma- 
tion, and the metabolism of glucose carbons to carbon dio.xide (9). 

There was no net increase in the amount of glycogen present in dia- 
phragm incubated with acetate as the substrate. The amount of lactate 

Table I 

Effect of Insulin on Metabolism of Acetate by Diaphragm. Muscle 
The figures given arc the mean ± the standard error in micromoles per gm. per 
hour, except for respiratorj' COj which is in per cent. 



NoTina] rat 
diaphragm 

Diabetic rat 
diaphragm 

Adrenalectomized 
rat diaphragm 

Without 

iQsuUn 

With 

insulin 

Without 

insulin 

With 

iosulin 

Without 

Insulin 

Wth 

insulin 

1. No. of experiments 

7 

7 

8 

8 

9 

9 

2. Acetate oxidized 

12.4 

12.9 

3.3 

3.8 

11.1 

11.1 


±0.53 

±0.60 

db:0.47 

±0.58 

±1.3 

±1.5 

3, Lactate produced 

4.4 

5.7 

4.6 

6.0 

1.6 

2.2 


±0.98 

±0.72 

±0.47 

±1.01 

±0.51 

±0.33 

4, Glycogen made 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5. Oxygen uptake 

58.2 

61.6 

55.4 

55.6 

51.5 

57.8 


±2.0 

±2.0 

±2.1 

±1.6 

±2.4 

±1.6 

6. Respiratory CO 2 derived 

42.2 

43.6 

15.4 

16.2 

40.4 

43.3 

from acetate 

±2.1 

±2.9 

±4.0 

±1.8 

±3.6 

±3.7 


produced by diaphragm muscle from adrenalectomized rats was less than 
half that produced by muscle from normal or diabetic animals (Table 
I, Line 3). 

Pyruvate Metabolism — ^The metabolism of carbonyl-labeled pyruvate to 
CO 2 by muscle from diabetic rats was also significantly lower than that of 
normal diaphragm, but, in contrast to acetate metabolism, it was brought 
back to normal by the addition, in vitro, of insulin (Table II, Line 3). 
The amount of pyruvate metabolized to CO 2 was calculated by dividing 
the total activity in the respiratory CO 2 by the total actirdty of the pyruvate 
in the medium and multiplying by the initial concentration of pyruvate 
in the medium. This calculation involves the assumption that the forma- 
tion of radioactive CO 2 is a measure of the complete oxidation of pyruvate 
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molecules, and that, for each labeled (carbonyl) carbon appearing in the 
CO2, 2 unlabeled ones (a carboxyl and a methyl carbon) also appear as 
CO2. 

The total utilization of pyruvate, measured chemically as the disappear- 
ance of pju’uvate from the medium, was also somewhat lower in diabetic 
diaphragm, and this was restored to normal by the addition in vitro of 
insulin (Table II, Line 2 ). In contrast, insulin caused no significant 
increase in either the total utilization of pyruvate or the metabolism of 
pyruvate to CO2 in normal or adrenalectomized diaphragm (Table II). 
The percentage of the respiratory CO2 derived from pyruvate was not dc- 

Tmu.c II 

I'jffccL of Inaulin on M efahoh'am of Pt/rnviitc In/ Dinphraf/m ^[u!<clc 


The figures given arc the mean ± the standard error in micromoles per gin. 
per hour, except for respiratory CO* which is in per cent. 


! 

Xormal rat 

1 diaphragm 

Diabetic rat 

1 diaphrafnn 

1 

Adrenalectomized 
rat diaphragm 


Without 

Witli 

Without 

With 

WiUiout 

With 


insulin 

insulin 

insulin 

insulin 

insulin 

insulin 

1. No. of experiments 

10 

10 1 

! 

7 

7 

7 

7 

2. Total pyruvate utilization 

42.4 

14.3 

32.1 

45.7 

39.1 

39.8 


±2.1 

±2.5 

±3.8 

± 4 .8 

±2.0 

±3.1 

3. Pyruvate oxidized 

8.5 

8.8 

6.3 

9.8 

11.8 

12.3 


±0.38 

±0.50 

±0.60 

±1.1 

±0.68 

±0.70 

4. Glycogen made 

1.23 

0.87 

0.99 

0.13 

1.58 

1.55 


±0.10 

±0.30 

±0.98 

±0.11 

±0.63 

±0.51 

5. Lactate produced 

18.5 

17.7 

22. L 

25.1 

12.3 

9.3 


±2.7 

±1.8 

±2.8 

±1.6 

±0.43 

±1.2 

6. Oxygen uptake 

63.2 

65.0 

48.4 

55.7 

59.6 

02.4 


±2.9 

±3.3 

±4.3 

±4.1 

±2.0 

±1.3 

7. Respiratory CO 2 derived 

34.8 

35.1 

35.4 

41.3 

43.7 

45.6 

from pyruvate 

±1.4 

±1.6 

±3.2 

±1.0 

±2.4 

±2.1 


creased in the diabetic muscle (Table II, Line 7 ), in contrast to the marked 
decrease in the percentage of respiratory CO2 derived from acetate in dia- 
phragms of diabetic animals. 

Although the over-all utilization of p3’-ruvate was not increased in the 
muscle from adrenalectomized animals (Table II, Line 2 ), the rate of 
metabolism of pyruvate to CO2 was increased significantly (Table Hi 
Line 3 ), and hence the fraction of the pyruvate utilized that is metabolized 
to CO2 was increased. In normal and diabetic diaphragms, approximately 
20 per cent of the pyruvate disappearing from the medium was metabolized 
to CO2, but in muscle from adrenalectomized rats 30 per cent of the pyru- 
vate disappearing from the medium was metabolized to CO2. The amount 


C. A. AND A. B. HASTINGS 


'135 


of lactate produced bj' adrenalectomized muscle was significantly less than 
that produced by normal or diabetic muscle when pyravate was the 
substrate. 

The amount of gl3'cogen produced bj'' diaphragm muscle incubated udth 
pjTuvate as a substrate was slight and variable (Table II, Line 4 ). There 
were no significant differences in this respect between normal, diabetic, 
or adrenalectomized muscle, or between muscle incubated with or udthout 
insulin. 


Tabi.e III 

EJiecI of Added Dicnrboxylic and Tricarboxylic Acids on Acctalc Melabohsvi tn M usclc 
The figures given are the mean ± the standard error. 



No. of 
experi- 
ments 

Acetate oxidized, 
poi per gm. per hr. 

Oxj’gcn uptake, 
ftii per gm 
per hr. 

Respiratory 
CO5 from 
acetate 

Without 

additiofi 





With 

addition 

Normal muscle 







per cent 

per cent 

1. Aconitate, 20 mn per liter 

8 


11.8 

66.2 

72.4 

34.1 

32.8 




±0.89 

±2.3 



±2.4 

2. or-Ketoglutarate, 20 mu per 

4 

8.2 



73.8 

29.4 

30.3 

liter 




±1.6 

±2.4 

±1.8 

±3.3 

3. Oxalacetate, 10 mii per liter 

4 

1 8.6 

9.3 


69.4 

31.8 

13.0 


j 

j ±0.82 

±0.8/ 

±2.2 

±2.9 

±2.4 

±1.9 


Diabetic muscle 


4. Aconitate, 20 mil per liter 

4 

4.9 

11.1 

60.4 

61.2 

26.3 

30.3 



±0.71 

±0.77 

±3.2 

±2.6 

±2.2 

±2.5 

5. a-Ketoglutarate, 20 mu per 

2 

6.1 

7.3 

69.6 

74.6 

22.2 

21.6 

liter 


±0.80 

±0.91 

±4.3 

±3.6 

±1.7 

±1.9 

6. Oxalacetate, 5 mu per liter 

5 

4.2 

8.6 

62.6 

65.0 

21.7 

16.2 



±0.84 

±0.72 

±2.3 

1 

±2.9 

±2.0 

±1.4 


The effects of the addition of certain Krebs tricarboxylic acid cycle 
intermediates on the metabolism of labeled acetate and pyruvate were 
also studied. Both aconitate and a-ketoglutarate (20 nuu per liter) pro- 
duced slight increases in the amount of acetate metabolized to CO2 by 
normal muscle, but since they also increased the over-all metabolism (as 
measm-ed by oxygen consumption), there was no effect on the percentage 
of the respiratory CO2 derived from the labeled acetate (Table III). The 
addition of aconitate to the incubation medium increased markedly the 
amount of acetate metabolized to CO2 by diabetic diaphragm and brought 
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the value up to the normal level (Table III, Line 4) . As in normal muscle, 
the addition of aconitate increased the oxygen consumption of muscle from 
diabetic rats, and hence the increase in the percentage of respiratory CO: 
derived from acetate was slight. In contrast, added a-kctoglutarate had 
less effect on acetate metabolism in diabetic diaphragm. 

Added aconitate (20 mM per liter) produced a marked increase in the 
amount of pyxiivate utilized (from 49 to 60 per gm. per hour) (Table 
IV). There was also observed an increase in the amount of pyruvate 


Table IV 

Effect of Added Dicarboxylic and Tricarboxylic Acids on Pyruvate Metabolism in i)Insrlr 
The figures given are the mean db the standard error. 



No. of 
experi- 
ments 

Total pyruvate 
utilized, pM per 
gm. pet hr. 

Tyruvatc 
oxidized, 
pet gm. per hr. 

Oxygen uptaVe, 
psi per gm. 
per hr. 


29 

m 



hum 

Normal muscle 


■I 







per cm! 

per cent 

1. Aconitate, 20 miu 


49.0 

60.3 

9.1 

16.1 

71.2 

85. S 

35.2 

46. 7 

per liter 

■1 

±2.6 

±4.9 



±1.9 

±5.6 

±3.3 

±1.6 

2. a-Ketoglutarate, 20 


46.6 


9.3 


78.2 

7G.7 

32.2 

32.3 

mM per liter 

■i 

±2.2 



|±1.3 

SB 

±3.5 

±1.8 

±1.9 

3. Succinate, 10 mM 


39.1 

40.4 

7.3 1 

i 8.3 


74.0 ' 

32.1 

31.7 

per liter 

■I 

±3.1 

±2.S 



±2.2 

±5.0 

±2.5 

±1.9 

4. 0.xalacetate, 5 mM 

B 

49.9 


8.5 

7.4 

68.2 

70.8 

32.8 

17.4 

per liter 

B 

±3.3 




±3.1 

±3.4 

±1.8 

1 

±1.5 


Diabetic muscle 


5. Aconitate, 20 mM 

4 

43.9 

55.2 

6.8 ! 

9.4 

59.0 

68.0 

29.9 

34.1 

per liter 


±4.6 

±4.5 

±1.3 

±1.3 

±5.1 

±3.9 

±4.5 

±3.3 

6. Oxalacetate, 5 mM 

3 

24.4 


3.1 

3.5 

58.8 

60.8 

16.1 

9.6 

per liter 


±3.1 


±0.52 

±0.58 

±4.7 

±5.2 

±1.5 

±1.1 


metabolized to CO: (from 9 to 16 per gm. per houi'), and in the per- 
centage of respiratory CO: derived from pyruvate. In contrast, a-keto- 
glutarate pioduced only a slight, statistically insignificant increase in the 
amount of pyruvate metabolized to CO: and no change in the percentage 
of respiratory CO: derived from pyruvate. Neither aconitate nor a-keto- 
glutaiate inci eased the amount of lactate produced ndth either pyruvate 
or acetate as the substrate. 

Oxalacetate had no effect on the amount of acetate or pyruvate me- 
tabolized to carbon dioxide in normal muscle (Tables HI and IV) but, be- 
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cause it was rapidly decarboxylated and produced a large amount of carbon 
dioxide, diluting that from the metabolism of the acetate and pyruvate, 
the percentage of the respiratory CO 2 derived from acetate and pyruvate 
was markedlj'' decreased in these experiments. Oxalacetate increased the 
amount of acetate, but not of pyruvate, metabolized to carbon dioxide 
by diabetic diaphragm. 


DISCUSSION 

These experiments indicate that, in alloxan diabetes of the rat, the over- 
all utilization of pyruvate and its metabolism to CO 2 by diaphragm muscle 
are interfered vdth, and that this condition can be remedied by the addition 
in vitro of insulin. This suggests that insulin is involved in the metabolism 
of pyruvate to CO 2 . The experiments comparing metabolism in cardiac 
and skeletal muscle of the rat (10), in which slightly different experimental 
techniques were used, also showed decreases in the metabolism of acetate 
and pyruvate to CO 2 in diabetic as compared to normal diaphragm. These 
investigators also found that the addition of insulin in vitro would increase 
in diabetic but not in normal diaphragm the amount of pyruvate but not 
of acetate metabolized to carbon dioxide. These findings are in agreement 
with the experiments of Shorr (16) who found that heart muscle slices from 
depancreatized diabetic dogs showed a decreased utilization of p 3 Tmvate 
and lactate, and with the results of Rice and Evans (17) who demonstrated 
an effect of insulin or pyruvate utilization by pigeon breast muscle mince. 
An effect of insulin in increasing the incorporation of pyruvate into lipide 
by rat diaphragm muscle has also been observed (18, 19). Further evidence 
that insulin may be involved in the metabolism of pyruvate is supplied by 
the experiments of Charalampous and Hegsted (20) who found that acety- 
lation, as measured by the acetylation of injected p-aminobenzoic acid, 
was decreased in alloxan-diabetic rats and brought back to normal by the 
injection of insulin. Charalampous and Hegsted also found that acetyla- 
tion in the diabetic was increased by the injection of adenosine triphos- 
phate, acetyl phosphate, and certain di- and tricarboxylic acids, of which 
malate was most effective. None of the materials effective in diabetic 
rats had any effect on acetylation when injected in normal rats. This 
suggests that insulin is involved in the metabolism of pyruvate in the 
ICrebs cycle, since the injection of Krebs cycle components, but not of 
lactate or pyruvate, increased the amount of acetylation in diabetic 
animals. 

Our experiments show that alloxan diabetes of the rat is also character- 
ized by a marked reduction in the metabolism of acetate to carbon dioxide. 
This reduction is unchanged when insulin is added in vitro. The experi- 
ments on diabetic diaphragm could be accounted for by interference with 
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the condensation of acetate and oxalacetate in the ICi-ebs cycle. Since 
the addition of insuhn to diabetic diaphi-agm did not restore the metabolism 
of acetate to normal, it is probable that insulin deficiency per sc was not 
responsible for the diminished acetate metabolism. 

We wish to express our thanks to Dr. A. K, Solomon of the Biophysical 
Laboratoiy for performing the analyses, and to Miss Kathleen White- 
house and Mrs. Vivien White for their technical assistance. 

SUMMARY 

1. The metabolism of acetate and pymvate to carbon dioxide, the 
synthesis of glycogen, the accumulation of lactic acid, and the disappear- 
ance of pyruvate have been measured in vitro in diaphragm muscle isolated 
from normal, diabetic, and adrenalectomized rats. 

2. The amount of acetate metabolized to carbon dioxide is much less 
in muscle from diabetic rats than in muscle from normal rats. This de- 
crease is not restored by the addition of insuhn. The metabohsm of 
acetate to carbon dioxide in muscle from adrenalectomized rats was at 
the normal level and was unaffected by insulin. 

3. The amount of pyruvate metabolized to carbon dioxide was also less 
in muscle from diabetic animals than in normal muscle, but this was re- 
stored to normal by the addition m vitro of insulin. The total utilization 
of pyruvate was also decreased in diabetic muscle and brought back to 
normal when insulin was added. Insulin caused no significant increase 
in either the total utilization of pyruvate or its metabolism to carbon dioxide 
in muscle from normal or adrenalectomized rats. 

4. Adrenalectomy produced an increase in the fraction of the total 
pyruvate utilized that is metabolized to carbon dioxide and a decrease 
in the accumulation of lactate. 

5. The effects of the addition of certain intermediates in the ICrebs 
tricarboxylic acid cycle on the metabolism of acetate and pj’-ruvate by 
diaphragm muscle from normal and diabetic rats were also studied. 
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A POLAEOGRAPHIC mCROMETHOD FOR THE 
DETERMINATION OF BLOOD CHLORIDE* 

By WALTER J. ZIMMERMANf and WILLIAM M. LAYTON, jR-t 

(From the Medical Department Field Research Laboratory, Fort Knox, Kentucky) 

(Received for publication, July 5, 1949) 

Because of the inherent sensitivity of the dropping mercury electrode 
when used for the quantitative analysis of inorganic ions, the present study 
was undertaken to determine whether sufficient accuracy and simplicity of 
operation could be attained to justify its employment as a micromethod for 
the determination of chloride in blood. Since it was desired to work with 
such samples as can be conveniently obtained from small laboratory animals 
for serial analyses, a method has been developed for 0.02 and 0.05 ml. 
samples of whole blood, plasma, and serum. 

KolthoH and Miller (1) have shown that the concentration of chloride 
ion in a solution can be determined by measurement of the diffusion current 
of the anodic depolarization wave produced at the dropping mercury elec- 
trode. Using 0.1 M potassium nitrate as supporting electrolyte, they found 
that the diffusion current was directly proportional to chloride concentra- 
tions between 10“* and 2 X 10~’ equivalent per liter. The electrode reac- 
tion is 


2Hg + 2CI- -» HgjCls -f 2e 

In applying their findings to the development of a method for the deter- 
mination of chloride in blood, the general procedure used for the prepara- 
tion of the sample has been to remove proteins, provide a supporting elec- 
trolyte, and dilute the sample about 1 : 100 in as few operations as possible. 
Phosphotungstic acid is used for the dual purpose of precipitating proteins 
and of acting as a supportmg electrolyte. The concentration of chloride 
in the clear supernatant solution obtained on centrifugation is determined 
by a single measurement of the diffusion current at a fixed applied voltage. 

Apparatus 

A manual apparatus similar to that described by Kolthoff and Lingane 
(2) was used in the determinations described in this report. A Leeds and 
Northrup student model potentiometer was used to set the potential of the 

* A preliininaty report was presented before the American Society of Biological 
Chemists at Detroit, April, 1949. 

t Present address, Henry Ford Hospital, Detroit, Michigan. 

t Present address, Stamford Hospital, Stamford, Connecticut. 
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dropping electrode. The diffusion current was measured with a reflecting 
galvanometer and scale. The sensitivity of the galvanometer was adjusted 
to approximately 0.013 /xa. per mm., and the instiniment was overdamped 
to reduce the amplitude of the current oscillations. The drop times of the 
capillaries used were between 2 and 4 seconds. 



Fig. 1. Electrolysis cell-reference electrode assembly 

A compact electrolysis cell-reference electrode assembly was devised 
which contributed greatly to the practicability of the method for routine 
use (Fig. 1), The assembly consists of a saturated mercurous sulfate ref- 
erence electrode (-fO.4 volt jiersMs saturated calomel electrode), an electrol}''- 
sis cell of about 1 ml. capacity, and a dropping mercury electrode, all 
aligned permanently on a ring-stand. The cell is drained by means of the 
stop-cock at the bottom; thus it need not be removed for filling or rinsing. 
A water jacket containing about 100 ml, encloses the electrolysis cell to 
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minimize the effect of any change in room temperature during a series of 
analyses. It is not necessary to know the temperature of the cell, since the 
unknown solutions and .standards are compared at the same temperature. 
Reagents — 

1. Phosphoric acid solution, approximately 0.15 m. Into a 1 liter volu- 
metric flask transfer 10 ml. of phosphoric acid (sp. gr. 1.7) and dilute to 
the mark with distilled water. 

2. Sodium tungstate solution, 3.0 per cent. Dissolve 30 gm. of reagent 
grade sodium tungstate in distilled water and dilute to 1 liter. 

3. Stock standard potassium chloride solution, 0,2 m. Dissolve 14.91 
gm. of dried, analytical reagent grade potassium chloride in distilled water 
and dilute to 1 liter. 

4. Diluted standard potassium chloride solutions. Transfer to 100 ml. 
volumetric flasks 55, 50, 45, 40, and 35 ml. of the stock standard potassium 
chloride solution. Dilute to 100 ml. to prepare standards containing 110, 
100, 90, 80, and 70 m.eq. of chloride per liter, respectively. 

5. Working standard solutions. To 100 ml. of a phosphotungstic acid 
solution, prepared from 80 ml. of the approximately 0.15 m phosphoric acid 
solution and 20 ml. of the 3 per cent sodium tungstate solution, add 1.0 ml. 
of one of the diluted standard potassium chloride solutions. Since the dilu- 
tion of the chloride standards in these working standard solutions is the 
same as the dilution of the blood samples, each will correspond to a chloride 
concentration in the blood sample equivalent to the chloride concentration, 
of the standard solution from which it was prepared. 

Procedure 

The following technique is used in the preparation of 0.05 ml. samples of 
whole blood, serum, or plasma.* The sample is delivered into 4.0 ml. of the 
approximately 0.15 m phosphoric acid in a test-tube, and 1.0 ml. of the 3 
per cent sodium txmgstate solution is added to precipitate proteins. The 
solution is thoroughly mixed and then centrifuged approximately 1 minute 
at 2000 R.P.M. The clear supernatant solution is then ready to be trans- 
ferred to the electrolysis cell. 

When 0.02 ml. samples are used, the procedure is exactly the same except 

• The whole blood is drawn directly from the animal into the pipette and delivered 
into the diluting solution, before clotting can occur, to obviate the necessity for 
an anticoagulant. For serum determinations the blood is drawn into a soft glass 
capillary tube, and one end of the tube is sealed in a Bunsen flame at some distance 
from the blood column (to prevent rupture of red cells). After centrifugation the 
capillarj' is scratched with a diamond pencil at the junction of the serum and red 
cells. The tube is broken off and the serum drawn directly into a pipette from the 
capillary. 
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that the quantities of 0.15 m phosphoric acid and 3 per cent sodium tungs- 
tate used are reduced to 1.6 and 0.4 ml., respectively. 

Since it is unnecessary to record complete current-voltage curves for 
routine analyses, a polarimetric procedure is used; i.e., the curi’ent is 
measured at a single, fixed, applied voltage. A voltage within the diffusion 
current of the chloride wave is chosen at which increments in chloride con- 
centration produce directly proportional increments in current. For the 
procedure described here, a setting of —0.06 volt against the saturated 
mercurous sulfate reference electrode Avas found suitable (+0.34 volt versus 
saturated calomel electrode). Oxygen need not be removed from the solu- 
tions to be analyzed, since it is reduced at potentials negative to the chloride 
wave. 

The cell is rinsed once with the solution to be analyzed, refilled, and the 
minimal and maximal galvanometer readings are recorded. A sufficient 
number of the standard chloride solutions in phosphotungstic acid to cover 
the range of chloride values encountered in the material used are run simul- 
taneously. The mean deflections for the blood dilutions are referred to the 
calibration provided by the mean deflections for the chloride standards. 

experimental 

The accuracy of the method was evaluated by the following studies. 

1. Calibration curves shoAv a direct proportionality of diffusion current 
to chloride ion concentration. 

2. The precision of the method as shovm by the reproducibility of gal- 
vanometer readings with successive samples of the same chloride solution 
is generally within 1 scale division. At the usual setting of the galvanome- 
ter shunt a variation of 1 scale division amounts to 0.33 m.eq. per liter. 
In several series of ten successive samples of the same blood dilution it was 
found that the greatest difference in current readings within each series was 
not more than 2 scale divisions. 

3. The agreement of duplicates was essentially the same Avhether the 
determinations were made on Avhole blood, serum, or plasma. A series of 
thirty-four pairs of 0.05 ml. samples showed an average difference between 
duplicates of 0.55 per cent, the greatest difference encountered being 1.5 
per cent. Thirty-one pairs of 0.02 ml. samples showed an average differ- 
ence of 0.75 per cent, the greatest difference, with one exception, being 1.5 
per cent. 

4. In nine experiments in which the equivalent of 16.0 m.eq. per liter of 
chloride as potassium chloride was added to 0.05 ml. samples of plasma and 
whole blood the mean error in recovery Avas 0.9 m.eq. per liter; the maxi- 
mal error was 1.5 m.eq. per liter. 

5. The values obtained by this method applied to 0.05 ml. samples of 
serum, plasma, and whole blood were compared with the values obtained 
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by the iodometric titration method of Sendroy, as modified by Van Slyke 
and Hiller (3), with 1 ml. samples. A series of twenty-eight parallel deter- 
minations in duplicate was carried out. The mean deidation between the 
values obtained by the two methods was 1.0 m.eq. per liter.^ 86 per cent of 
the polarographic values agreed with Sendroj’’ values within 2.0 m.eq. per 
liter, and none differed by as much as 3.0 m.eq. per liter. 

DISCUSSION 

The foregoing stud 3 '' of the accuracy of this method indicates that it is 
adequate for following changes in blood chloride concentration. The pro- 



cedure is simple and rapid, since preparation of the blood consists merel}^ 
in the measurement and dilution of the sample, followed bj- centrifugation 
to remove the protein precipitate. The use of the polarimetric technique 
(a single current reading at a fi-ved applied voltage) and of the electrolj'sis 
cell assembly illustrated here contributes further to the simpUcit 5 ’- of the 
method in routine use. Thus this method differs from the established volu- 
metric micromethods in that a single galvanometer reading is substituted 
for the usual microtitratiou of an aliquot with a standardized solution. 

By the use of a very small electrolj^sis cell this method could be adapted 
to the determination of much smaller quantities of chloride than those used 
here, with no other modification of the technique. To illustrate this a small 
electrolysis cell (Fig. 2) was de%nsed which permitted the determination of 
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chloride concentration in 0.05 ml. of the phosphotungstic acid dilution of 
chloride. Calibration curves obtained with 0.05 ml. portions of 5, 7, 9, and 
11 X 10“^ M chloride in phosphotungstic acid solution showed a direct 
proportionality between diffusion current and chloride concentration. The 
quantit}'’ of chloride ion in these samples was 0.89, 1.24, 1.60, and 1.95 y, 
respectively. With these small samples it was noted that the galvanometer 
reading remained constant at its maximal deflection for only about four 
current oscillations, and then drifted to lower values. The diffusion current 
readings for successive samples of the same solution generally agreed within 
2 scale divisions (about 0.01 y of chloride). 

While the above investigations were in progress, the work of Schonliolzer 
(4) on the polarographic determination of chlorides in biological materials 
came to the attention of the authors. His technique is similar to that pre- 
sented in this paper in that the chloride concentration in the blood dilution 
is determined by measurement of the diffusion current. However, com- 
plete current-voltage cuiwes are recorded for each sample, and in this pro- 
cedure the proteins are not removed from the solution to be analyzed. The 
sample is merely diluted in 0.1 N sulfuric acid, which acts as the supporting 
electrolyte. The accuracy of the procedure is stated to be ±2 per cent. 
Because of the simplicity of this method of preparing the sample, its repro- 
ducibility and accuracy were studied with the apparatus and technique de- 
scribed in this paper. The reproducibility of galvanometer readings with 
successive samples of the same dilution of whole blood or plasma was the 
same as that found for phosphotungstic acid dilutions. A series of deter- 
minations in duplicate was carried out on nine whole bloods and nine 
serums with 0.05 ml. samples of both the sulfuric and phosphotungstic acid 
dilutions, together with parallel determinations on the same samples by 
the Sendroy macromethod (1 ml. samples). The mean deviation from the 
Sendroy values when sulfuric acid was used as the diluting fluid was 1.5 m.eq. 
per liter; with the phosphotungstic acid the mean deviation was 0.9 m.eq. 
per liter. The slightly better agreement of the latter procedure with the 
macromethod thus was not remarkable, even though on a theoretical basis 
it would seem better practice to make the blood dilutions as nearly like the 
chloride solutions used for calibration as possible by the removal of proteins. 

There are a number of substances, not normally present in blood or pres- 
ent only in inappreciable quantities, which also depolarize the dropping 
mercury electrode at the voltage used in the determination of chloride. 
The only such substances likely to be encountered in experimental work are 
thiosulfate, thiocyanate, bromide, and iodide. When any of these is pres- 
ent, its diffusion current will be added to that of the chloride at —0.06 volt 
versus the saturated mercurous sulfate electrode. 

The presence of such interfering substances can be detected readib”^ by 
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comparing the current of the blood dilution at a potential just negative to 
the beginning of the chloride wave (—0.2 volt versus the saturated mercu- 
rous sulfate electrode, or -f0,2 volt versus the satiu-ated calomel electrode) 
with that of one of the standard chloride solutions or of a blank solution of 
phosphotungstic acid. In the absence of interfering ions the current vill be 
identical for all three solutions at this voltage; the presence of an interfering 
ion in the diluted blood will give rise to a current greater than that of a 
standard chloride solution or a blank. However, such interfering sub- 
stances are not likely to be encountered in blood unless they have been 
purposely administered, and for practical routine work the procedure is 
much more rapid when only a single current measurement is made. 

SmUALART 

A method has been developed for the determination of chloride in 0.02 
and 0.05 ml. samples of blood by means of polarimetric analysis with the 
dropping mercury electrode. It is rapid, simple, and accurate. 
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The reduction of ferricyanide ions in alkaline solution followed by for- 
mation of Prussian blue (ferric ferrocyanide), which is measured quanti- 
tatively, has been the basis of a method for the estimation of blood sugar 
(1). This method has been modified several times (2-6). Though the 
reduction reaction suffers from lack of specificity, the convenience and 
sensitivity of the procedure often make it the method of choice, especially 
when the reducing materials in the system are known. The colorimetric 
method of Folin and Malmros (3), as modified by Horvath and Knehr 
(5), is perhaps the most convenient modification. The Prussian blue is 
held in suspension by Duponob and is measured vdth the aid of a photo- 
electric colorimeter. The range of the method is 20 to 140 y of glucose. 

Occasionally a more sensitive method is preferable. In this paper, a 
modification of the ferricyanide reduction method, which has a range of 
1 to 9 7 of glucose, is described. 

Description of Method 

Reagents — 

1. Ferricyanide solution. 0.5 gm. of potassium ferricyanide per liter; 
stored in a brown bottle. 

2. Carbonate-cyanide solution. 5.3 gm. of sodium carbonate -f- 0.65 
gm. of KCN per liter. 

3. Ferric iron solution. 1.5 gm. of ferric ammonium sulfate + 1 gm. of 
Duponol in 1 liter of 0.05 n sulfuric acid. 

Procedure 

The sample, deproteinized and neutralized if necessary and containing 
1 to 9 7 of glucose, is placed in an 18 nun. Pjorex test-tube and diluted to 
volume (1 to 3 ml. as desired). 1 ml. each of carbonate-cyanide solution 
and of ferric3'anide solution is added. After mixing, the tube is heated 

♦Published with the approval of the Director of the Wisconsin Agricultural Ex- 
periment Station. This paper is based upon work sponsored in part by the Biologi- 
cal Division, Chemical Corps, Camp Detrick, Frederick, Marjdand, under contract 
No. W-18-064-CM-210 mth the University of Wisconsin. 

_ 'Duponol ME dry (sodium monolauryl sulfate) obtained from E. I. du Pont de 
Nemours and Company, Inc., Wilmington, Delaware, 
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in a boiling water bath for 15 minutes. 5 ml. of ferric iron solution are 
mixed with the sample after cooling. 15 minutes are allowed for color 
development. The sample is then read against a reagent blank in a photo- 
electric colorimeter at 690 mju (any wave-length between 650 and 730 mju is 
suitable). A standard glucose sample is run in parallel. Calculation of 



V/AVELENGTH, mu 

Fig. 1. Absorption spectrum of Prussian blue 


Table I 

Glucose Recovery in Replicate Analyses 


Glucose added 

Glucose recovered* 

Sample 1 

Sample 2 

Sample 3 

7 

y 

y 

y 


1.05 

1.09 

0.97 

1.80 

1.82 

1.83 

1.66 

2.70 

2.64 

2.66 

2.57 

3.60 

3.50 

3.33 

3.40 

5.40 

5.40 

5.33 


7.20 

7.00 

7.18 


9.00 

8.95 

9.05 



* Assuming extinction of 0.118 = 1 r of glucose. 


the reducing sugar in the unknown sample is made on the assumption that 
Beer’s law holds. 

Because of the sensitivity of the method, it is best to reserve a set of 
test-tubes for use only in the determination; the tubes are cleaned im- 
medialelj'^ after use by rinsing with distilled water. 
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DISCUSSION 

The absorption spectrum of Prussian blue is given in Fig. 1. As can 
be seen, greatest absoiption occurs in the region near 700 m/z. The sensi- 
tivity was increased over 7-fold by using light in this region rather than at 
490 m/z as recommended by Horvath and Knehr. Since the final volume 
was reduced, the quantity of sample was proportionately decreased, so 
that an over-all reduction in sample size of about 20-fold was achieved. 

The quantities of reagents used were chosen so as to effect rapid reduc- 
tion and rapid color development. The rate of reduction is affected by 
cyanide. Without cyanide, the reduction is only half completed in 15 
minutes, but with 500 y or more of KCN per tube the reaction is complete 
in less than 15 minutes. The quantity of KCN added in this procedure 
is 650 y. The quantity of Duponol used is near the minimum effective 
amount, since with higher concentrations of Duponol air bubbles tend to 
remain suspended in the solution. 

The principal advantage of this method is its greater sensitivity. In 
addition, the relation between sugar and extinction follows Beer’s law 
which, as Horvath and Knehr stated, is not the case in their method. The 
data in Table I show that the extinction is proportional to the amount of 
glucose present. These data also illustrate the reproducibility of the 
method. The precision of the method is such that over 90 per cent of 
individual analyses of a known sample fall within 0.2 y of the expected 
result. 


SUMMARY 

A very sensitive colorimetric determination of glucose based upon the 
reduction of femcyanide ions is described. The range of the method is 
1 to 9 T of glucose in 1 to 3 ml. of sample. 
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MECHANISM OF THE PHOSPHOGLYCERIC MUTASE REACTION 
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Meyerhof and Kiessling (1) described the reaction, 3-phosphoglyceric 
acid 2-phosphoglyceric acid, which is catalyzed by phosphoglyceric 
mutase' and represents one of the steps of the glycolytic cycle. It is shown 
in this paper that 2,3-diphosphoglyceric acid, the ester isolated by Green- 
wald (2) from erythrocytes, acts as coenzyme in this reaction. The mech- 
anism of the reaction was investigated with S-phosphoglyceric acid labeled 
with P®“; an exchange occurred between the monophosphate esters and the 
diphosphate ester. 

In the experimental section use is made of the combined mutase and 
enolase reactions. 3-phosphoglyceric ^ 2-phosphoglyceric 2-phospho- 
pyruvic acid. At equilibrium at 20° the approximate concentration of the 
fcee reactants is 60, 10, and 30 per cent, respectively, according to Meyer- 
hof and ICiessling (1), giving a ratio of 3-P-glyceric to 2-P-glyceric acid 
of about 6. From the data of Warburg and Christian (3) for the enolase 
equilibrium and the over-all equilibrium, 2-P-p3'ruAdc/3-P-glyceric -f 2-P- 
glyceric acid (4), one would calculate a value of only 3 for the above ratio. 

It should now be possible to resolve this discrepancy by a direct deter- 
mination of the mutase equilibrium with purified enzyme preparations in 
the presence of the coenzyme, 2,3-diphosphoglyceric acid. Premous at- 
tempts to purify mutase and to separate it from enolase (1, 5) were not 
successful, because of an apparent instability of the mutase to various 
fractionation procedures. This diflSculty has not been encountered in the 
present work, and some preliminary fractionation steps are described. 

Preparations and Methods 

Preparation of Enzymes— The crude enzyme was prepared by extracting 
perfused and ground rabbit muscle vith 1.5 and then 1 volmne of water. 
The pooled extract, after passage through gauze and cotton, was dialyzed 
against cold running tap water for 24 hours. A protein fraction pre- 
cipitated from the extract by 0.55 saturated ammonium sulfate and then 

* Fellow of the Rockefeller Foundation. 

^ > The original designation of this enzyme as phosphoglyceromutase is not suffi- 
ciently descriptive in \'iew of the occurrence of two isomeric phosphoglycerols. 
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reprecipitated by 0.5 saturated ammonium sulfate was used in some ex- 
periments, while in others the protein fraction precipitating between 0.4 
and 0.5 saturation with ammonium sulfate was used. These fractions 
were dialyzed against cold tap water before use. 

The crude dialyzed extracts contained a phosphatase which attacked 
2,3-diphosphoglyceric acid.- The ammonium sulfate fractions were al- 
most free of this phosphatase and of enolase and they were also activated 
to a larger extent by 2,3-diphosphoglyceric acid than were the crude ex- 
tracts. 

Purified enolase was precipitated from the mother liquor of crystalline 
glyceraldehyde-P-dehydrogenase (6) by raising the ammonium sulfate 
saturation from 0.71 to 0.85. 

Preparation of Substrate — Small amounts of d(— )-3-phosphoglyceric acid 
were prepared by incubation of triose phosphate with crystalline triose-P- 
dehydrogenase, diphosphop 3 a’idine nucleotide, and arsenate. Larger 
amounts (labeled with P^^) -were prepared from yeast according to the 
method of Neuberg and Lustig (7) after incubation of the yeast in the 
presence of radioactive inorganic phosphate. After several crystallizations, 
the optical rotation before and after addition of molybdate corresponded 
to that previously found for d(— )- 3-phosphoglyceric acid (8). Racemic 
2-phosphoglyceric acid and 3-phosphoglyceric acid were prepared by oxida- 
tion of the corresponding glycerophosphates according to the method of 
ICiessling (9). 

The isolation of 2,3-diphosphoglyceric acid from blood was carried out 
according to the method of Greenwald (2) with certain modifications. 
The brucine salt (10) instead of the barium salt was prepared and recrystal- 
lized twice from water. After drying at 110° over P 2 O 6 in vacuo the brucine 
salt contained 2.59 per cent P (calculated for the dihydrate, 2.73 per cent). 
The binicine was removed by chloroform extraction from a solution made 
alkaline to phenolphthalein with NaOH. The [ajo was -f 4.2° for the 
sodium salt and remained unchanged after addition of molybdate. 

Measurements of Enzyme Activity — ^The activity of the phosphoglyceric 
mutase was measured spectrophotometrically and polarimetricaUy. 

With the crude dialyzed enzyme in dilute solution the mutase reaction 
was the limiting step in the over-all reaction, 3-phosphoglyceric acid — > 
lactic acid, and hence it was possible to show the effect of addition of 
2,3-diphosphoglyceric acid. The disappearance of reduced diphospho- 
pyridine nucleotide was followed in the Beckman spectrophotometer at 
340 m^ in a reaction mixture containing all the necessary components 
(K+, Mg++, adenylic acid, enzymes) for rapid conversion of the product of 

® The per cent inorganic P (in terms of total P) formed during 4 hours of incubation 
at 37° at pH 5, 7.4, and 8.3 was 21, 17, .and 11, respectively. 
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the mutase reaction, 2-phosphogIyceric acid, to lactic acid. Another test 
system was based on the reaction, 3-phosphogtycerie 2-phosphoglyceric 
2-phosphop3Truvic acid, with purified mutase and an excess of puiified 
enolase. The formation or disappearance of phosphopyruvate was followed 
spectrophotometrically at 240 mpi (3). 

Formation of d(— )-3-phosphogIyceric acid from racemic 2-phospho- 
glyceric acid in the mutase reaction could be followed directl}’- b3’' polari- 
metric measurements according to the method of Meyerhof and Schulz 



Fig. 1. Rate of conversion of d(— )-3-phosphoglyceric acid to lactic acid with and 
without catalytic amounts of 2,3-diphosphogiyceric acid (2,3-P-GA) (1 X 
The reaction mixture contained reduced diphosphopyridine nucleotide, Mg^, 
and adenylic acid and was incubated at pH 7.4 with dialyzed and diluted (1:10) 
muscle extract. The absorption of reduced diphosphopyridine nucleotide at 340 mji 
was measured. 

(8). A 1 dm. tube holding 1.3 ml. was used for the readings. Allowance 
was made for the (unnatural) n-2-phosphoglyceric acid remaining after the 
conversion of the (natural) d form. 

Results 

Spedropholomelric Measurements— ¥ig, 1 shows the rate of conversion 
of natural 3-phosphoglyceric acid (prepared enzymatically from triose 
phosphate) to lactic acid in a dials-zed muscle extract diluted 10-fold. 
Addition of a catalytic amount of 2,3-diphosphogl3'ceric acid greatly 
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increased the rate of reaction. AVhcn 2,3-diphosphoglyceric acid was 
added alone (without S-phosplioglj'ceric acid substrate), no reaction oc- 
curred. Other control procedures consisted in adding 2-phosphoglycerate, 
2-phosphopyrin\atc, or pyruvate as substrates instead of 3-phosphoglyc- 
erate; wuth each of these the reaction was much more rapid than with 3- 
phosphoglyceric acid, showing that the over-all rate was limited by the 
mntase reaction. lodoacetate (7 X 10~^ m) did not inliibit the mntase 
reaction. 



Fig. 2. Rate of disappearance of 2-phosphopyruvic acid with and without a cata- 
lytic amount of 2,3-diphosphoglyceric acid (2,3-P-GA) (3 X 10"‘ m). The substrate, 
2 X 10"= M racemic 2-phosphoglyceric acid, was first incubated at pH 7.4 with enough 
purified enolase so that equilibrium was established rapidly; then a mutase prepara- 
tion obtained between 0.4 and 0.5 saturation with ammonium sulfate was added at 
zero time. The absorption of 2-phosphopyruvate at 240 in/i was measured. 

Fig. 2 shows the rate of disappearance of 2-phosphopyruvate as a func- 
tion of mutase activity, enolase being present in excess. The experiment 
consisted in establishing first the enolase equilibrium by adding to a re- 
action mixture" containing 2-phosphogiyceric acid purified (mutase-free) 
enolase. The equilibrium was then displaced to the side of 3-phospho- 
glyceric acid bj’’ the addition of mutase purified by ammonium sulfate 
fractionation; here again the reaction was greatlj’’ accelerated in the pres- 

= In this reaction mixture almost all of the cations were sodium and the addition 
of adenylic acid (which was necessary in the experiment in Fig. 1) was omitted. 
This was done in order to prevent a conversion of 2 -pho 3 phopyruvate to pyruvate, 
a reaction for which both potassium ions and adenylic acid are necessary. 
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ence of 2,3-diphosphogl5'ceric acid. With the same enzyme system the 
reverse reaction, the formation of 2'phosphopyruvate from 3-phospho- 
glycerate, vas likewise accelerated by the addition of small amounts of 
2,3-diphosphQglyceric acid. 

Polarimetric Measurements — Some data obtained with the polarimetric 
method have been tabulated in a preliminary report (11); they show that 
6 X 10~® M 2,3-diphosphoglyceric acid gave a suboptimal and 4 times 
this concentration a maximal stimulation of mutase activit3^ 

The polarimetric method (8) is based on the fact that in neutral solution, 
in the presence of molybdate ions, D-S-phosphoglyceric acid has a large 
negative rotation ([aL = —745°), while L-2-phosphoglyceric acid (which 
is formed in equimolecular amounts during the reaction when racemic 2- 
phosphoglyceric acid is used as substrate) has a relatively small positive 
rotation (Wd = +68°). An aliquot of 1.5 ml. was taken from the reaction 
mixture at different times and was precipitated with 0.25 ml. of 50 per cent 
trichloroacetic acid. After centrifugation, 1.0 ml. of the supernatant fluid 
was just neutralized to phenolphthalein with 0.4 to 0.5 ml. of NaOH, 
followed by the addition of 0.5 volume of 25 per cent ammonium molybdate. 
A time curve for the conversion of 2-phosphoglyceric acid to 3-phospho- 
glyceric acid and the catalytic effect of 2,3-diphosphoglyceric acid on this 
conversion is shown in Fig, 3. 

Phosphate Exchange Experiment 

The reaction mixture for the exchange e.xperiment consisted of 7.0 ml. 
of a solution of the sodium salt of 2,3-diphosphoglyceric acid containing 
a total of 8.73 mg. of P, 2.3 ml. of d(— )-3-phosphoglyceric acid (P®^) 
(prepared from yeast) containing a total of 3.08 mg. of P, and 3 ml. of 
enzyme solution (fraction obtained between 0.4 and 0.5 saturation with 
ammonium sulfate and dialyzed for 20 hours). The reaction mixture was 
incubated at pH 7.2 for 30 minutes at 30°. Protein was removed by heat- 
ing at 100° for 10 minutes, followed by centrifugation. Neutral lead ace- 
tate (1.5 ml. of 25 per cent solution) was added to precipitate the mono- 
and diphosphoglyceric acids and the precipitate was decomposed with H2S. 
The solution was neutralized to litmus by addition of brucine in methanol. 
The brucine salt of the diphosphate was crystallized five times from hot 
water to free it completely of the monophosphate and was converted to the 
sodium salt, which had [ajn = +5.0° (unchanged by the addition of molyb- 
date). The barium salt was precipitated by addition of barium acetate 
to the solution of the sodium salt and was dried at 110° over PjOs in vacuo. 
Analj'sis showed 10.39 per cent phosphorus and 55.57 per cent barium 
(CeHtOjoPiBas, calculated, P 10.25, Ba 56.82). 

The first mother liquor of the brucine salt of 2,3-diphosphoglyceric 
acid was made alkaline with NaOH and extracted with CHClj. The 
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monophosphates were precipitated by addition of barium acetate and 2 
volumes of ethanol. A separation of the barium salts of tlie 3- and 2- 
phosphoglyceric acids was achieved at a pll slightly acid to Congo red by 



Fig. 3. Rate of conversion of 2-pbosphoglyceric to 3-phosphoglyceric acid with 
and without a catalytic amount of 2,3-diphosphoglyceric acid (2,3-P-GA) (6 X 10“° 
m). The substrate, 1.25 X 10“^ m racemic 2-phosphoglyceric acid, was incubated at 
pH 7.4 with a mutase preparation obtained between 0.4 and 0.5 saturation with am- 
monium sulfate. The 3-phosphoglyceric acid formed was measured polarimetricalb'. 

Table I 

Equilibration of Phosphoghjceric Acid (P^) with 8 ,S-Diphosphoghjceric Acid 
in Phosphoghjceric Mutase Reaction 


The reaction mixture contained purified enzyme, 3.1 mg. of P as d(— )-3-phos- 
phoglyceric acid (P^^^), and 8.7 mg. of P as 2,3-diphosphoglyceric acid. 


Sample 

1 

Initial 1 

Final, 30 min. 

Found 

Calculated for 100 
per cent equilibrium 


counts per min. per 

counts per min. per 

counts per min per 


fng 

mg. 

mg. 

Monophosphate 

29,200 

12,430 

7610 

Diphosphate 

0 

1 

4,860 

7610 


slow addition of 0.3 volume of ethanol. The barium salt of 3-phospho- 
glyceric acid was removed (plus a small amount of 2,3-diphosphoglyceric 
acid) by centrifugation and converted to the sodium salt. The change of 
rotation after addition of molybdate indicated that the solution contained 
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85 per cent of its total phosphorus as 3-phosphoglyceric acid; the remainder 
ivas 2,3-diphosphog]j’'ceric acid and, since its specific radioactivity vas 
known, a correction could be applied in the calculation of results. 

Table I shows that during the 30 minute period of incubation the ex- 
change of phosphate groups between the mono- and diphosphates had 
reached about 65 per cent of the value calculated for 100 per cent equili- 
bration. It seems probable that the incubation period was too short for 
complete equilibration. 

The mechanism of the phosphoglyceric mutase reaction may be formu- 


c 

1 


C 

1 

1 

C-2-phosphate + C 

1 1 


C-2-phosph3te + C 

1 1 

1 1 
C-3-phosphate — ♦ C 

1 


1 1 

Q < C-2-phosphate 

1 

1 

C-3-phosphate 

1 

C-3-phosphate 


lated in a manner analogous to that of the phosphoglucomutase reaction 
(12), as illustrated in the accompanjdng diagram. 

SU.MMAHV 

1. Phosphoglyceric mutase, the enzyme which catalyzes the reactioni 
3-phosphoglj'ceric 2-phosphoglyceric acid, requires the presence of cata- 
lytic amoimts of 2,3-diphosphoglyceric acid for its acthdty. This has 
been demonstrated in spectrophotometric and polarimetric tests for enzynne 
activity, with crude dialyzed muscle extract as well as with enzyune prepara- 
tions purified by fractionation with ammonium sulfate. 

2. The mode of participation of the diphosphate in the reaction has been 
investigated in an exchange experiment with P®- and the proposed mechan- 
ism of the reaction has been illustrated diagranunaticallyL 
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APPLICATION OF ELECTROPHORESIS-CON\T5CTION TO 
THE FRACTIONATION OF BOVINE 7 -GLOBULIN 

Bt JOHN R. GANN, RAYMOND A. BROWN, and JOHN G. KIRKWOOD 

(From the Oates and Crellin Laboratories of Chemislry* California Insiilule 
of Technology, Pasadena) 

(Received for publication. May 14, 1949) 

A method of fractionation of proteins in solution in which an electro- 
phoretic adaptation of the principles of the Clusius column is utilized was 
suggested by Kirkwood in 1941 (1) and tested experimentally by Nielsen 
and Kirkwood (2) several years later. Recently an electrophoresis-con- 
vection apparatus of improved design has been described and successfully 
used in the fractionation of the pseudoglobulin of horse diphtheria anti- 
toxin (3) and bovine serum proteins (4). 

Fractionation occurs in a narrow vertical channel between two semi- 
permeable membranes, connecting an upper and lower reservoir. Separa- 
tion depends upon the superposition of differential horizontal electro- 
phoretic transport of the components on vertical convective transport of 
the solution as a whole. The vertical convective transport is controlled 
by the horizontal density gradient produced by the electrophoretic migra- 
tion of the proteins across the channel. The result of the superposition of 
horizontal electrophoretic transport and vertical convective transport is 
movement of the mobile components from the top reservoir to the bottom 
reservoir at rates depending on their mobilities, with a relative enrichment 
of the top reservoir with respect to the slow components and the bottom 
reser\'’oir with respect to the fast components. 

The separation of a protein mi.xture possessing discrete mobility and iso- 
electric point spectra, e.g. serum, into its constituent proteins is accom- 
plished by successive immobilization of the components at their respective 
isoelectric points and transport of the mobile components from the top 
reservoir of the apparatus. 

In the case of a protein which migrates as a single boundary in an electric 
field but possesses a specified mobility distribution as revealed by reversible 
electrophoretic boundary spreading, e.g. 7 -globulin, fractionation is ac- 
complished by means of a modified isoelectric procedure in which the frac- 
tionation is earned out at a pH displaced by an arbitrary amount from the 
mean isoelectric point of the heterogeneous protein. Transport in the 
apparatus leads to a redistribution of the protein ions, such that the frac- 
tions vnthdrawn from the top and bottom reservoirs possess mobility dis- 

* Contribution No. 1293. 
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tribulioii differing fi'om thal of the original protein. I''ractions possessing 
different mean mobilities and isoelectric points are obtained by proper 
choice of the pH. Transport proceeds to a stationary state, in Avhich the 
top fraction is isoelectric at the operating pH. 

Recently the authors (5) reported the results of two stages of fractiona- 
tion of bovine 7 -globulin prepared by ethanol precipitation, Fraction H of 
bovine plasma. By the modified isoelectric procedure described above, 7 - 
globulin was separated into four fractions of different mean mobilities and 
isoelectric points. The 7 -globulin was fractionated in Stage I at pH 6.7, 
several tenths of a pH unit removed from its mean isoelectric point. The 
top and bottom fractions resulting from this stage are designated as Frac- 
tion A and Fraction B, respectively. Fraction B seiwed as the starting 
material for Stage II, which was also carried out at pH 6.7. The top and 
bottom fractions of this stage are designated as Fraction C and Fraction D, 


Tablk I 

Eleclrophorelic Properties of y-Globulin Fracliojis 


Fraction 

- 10 s X a* 

Isoelectric 

point! 

10» Xi? 

AQ 

Original 7 -globuliii 

1.73 

•~6.5 

0.67t 


A 

1.35 

7.03 

0.65 

0.74 

B 

1.98-2.12 




C 

1.63 

6.47 

0.67 

1.3 

D 

2.20 

6.01 

0.65 

0.78 


* In barbital buffer, pll 8.7, and ionic strength 0.1. 

t In cacodjdate buffer (0.08 n sodium chloride-0.02 n sodium cacodylate). 
% Non-Gaussian mobility distribution. 


respectively. The electrophoretic properties of these fractions are sum- 
marized in Table I, where u is the mean mobility (cm.=^ sec.~^ volt“0 pH 
8.7, /? the standard deviation of the mobility distribution in the neighbor- 
hood of the isoelectric point, and Au/ApH the slope of the mobilit 3 ’--pH 
curve in the neighborhood of the isoelectric point. The fractionation of 
7 -globulin has now been carried through two more stages. Stages III and 
IV, and four additional fractions obtained. 

EXPERIMENTAL 

Material — The bovine 7 -globulin, Fraction II of bovine plasma, used in 
this investigation was Idndly supplied by the Armour Laboratories, Armour 
and Company, Chicago. 

Electrophoretic Analysis — The moving boundary technique of Tiselius 
( 6 ) as modified by Longsworth (7) was used in the electrophoretic analysis. 
Mobilities were determined by electrophoresis of a 1 per cent protein solu- 
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tion in barbital buffer, pH S.7, and ionic strength 0.1, at a field strength 
of about 8 volts per cm. for 2 hours. jMobilities were calculated in accord- 
ance with the suggestions of Longsworth and Maclnnes (8). Isoelectric 
points were determined in cacodjdate buffer (0.08 sodium chloride-0.02 
K sodium cacodylate). 

Experiments in boundaiy spreading were carried out on 0..5 per cent solu- 
tions of the 7 -globulin fractions equilibrated against cacod 3 date buffer. 
Thej" were performed at the average isoelectric points of the proteins. The 
power consumption in these experiments did not exceed 0.015 watt per ml. 
Curves of the refractive index gradient were recorded photographicall}’^ on 
Eastman Kodak Companj’^ CTC plates bj-- the cjdindrical lens schlieren 
technique. A diagonal knife-edge brought in from below the optical axis 
was used in the optical sj^stem. 

It is a result of the theoiy of reversible boundaiy spreading, to be pub- 
lished elsewhere, that the mobilitj’’ distribution of an inliomogeneous pro- 
tein, g(u), can be expressed in terms of the moments of the refractive index 
gradient curve taken about the centroidal axis by means of an infinite series. 
Equation 1. H is the diffusion constant, and E the electric field strength. 



( 3 ^ = (< 7 ^ - < 7 = - 2DiE)/m% 

a = Vl - 


o-Q and (7- are the second moments of the gradient curves at the moment of 
application and at time te after application of the electric field. /3 is the 
standard deviation of the mobilit 3 ’ distribution. Hj is the jth Hennite 
potynomial. The coefficients Cj are related to the higher moments, .t", of 
the gradient cun^e, e.g., 

Cl = xV<7’, Cl = (xV<7^) — 3 

If the gradient cuiwes are Gaussian in form, i.e. the mobilit 3 ^ distribution 
is Gaussian, (3 is identical to the heterogeneit 3 '- constant h of Albert 3 '^ (9)- 
Deviations from a Gaussian distribution of mobilities are given b 3 ’- the third 
and higher moments of the gradient cun'es. For proteins possessing either 
Gaussian or non-Gaussian mobilit 3 ^ distribution, /3 ma 3 ^ be calculated from 
Equation 2. D* is the apparent diffusion constant calculated from the 
second moments of the gradient cinwes during electrophoresis. A plot of 
D* = (a- — a\)l2lE = D + {E-g-/2)lE (2) 

D* versus <e is a straight line which extrapolates back to the normal diffusion 
constant at zero time. /3 ma 3 ^ be calculated from the slope fi-E~/2. The 
standard deviation of the mobility distributions are tabulated as The 
distribution may be assumed to be Gaussian unless othei-wise specified. 
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Fraclionaiions — ^The details of const ruction and ojioration of the electro- 
phoresis-convection apparatus employed in this investigation have pro- 
viousty been described. Metal .screws in the apparatus originally de- 
scribed have been replaced bj'- plastic screws. Paper base bakelile 10-32 
screws have been used with some success. TTowen^er, it has been found 
that screws made with du Pont nylon, PM-lOOOl, are more satisfactory. 
A photograph of one of the fractionation units is shown in Fig. 1. The 



Fig. 1. Elcctiophorcsis-convcclion apparatus 


fractionation cell consists of a narroAv vertical channel connecting upper 
and lower reservoirs.^ The channel is formed b.y the space between two 

' The volumes of tlie top and bottom icservoirs of the apparatus used in this 
investigation were 100 and 50 ml., respect ively. Recently a small fractionation cell, 
Fig. 1, with top and bottom reservoir c.apacitics of 15 and 10 ml., respectiveb', has 
been constructed and successfully used to separate y-globulin from rabbit scium. 
The channel wall separation and the length of the channel in this apparatus aie 
the same as in the one described pieviously. The width of the channel and the plati- 
num electrodes are one-third that specified previously; the longitudinal libs of the 
face plates have been eliminated. Except for these changes the dimensions of the 
cell arc essentialb’ the same as in the larger apparatus. In this apparatus, the 
6-32 brass machine screws used to bolt the face plates to the cell block have been 
replaced by 10-32 paper base bakelitc screws, thus eliminating the nccessit 3 ' for 
electricalb" insulating the heads and tips of the scicws as well as the distortion of the 
electric field across the channel bj^ the metal screvs. 
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sheets of semipermeable membrane. The cell containing a solution of 
the protein to be fractionated is immersed in buffer solution and a homo- 
geneous electric field applied across the channel by means of external 
platinum electrodes. Electrol 3 '’sis products are prevented from reaching 
the membranes by circulation of the external buffer solution. Frac- 
tionations are carried out in a constant temperature cold room at 4°. 

7 -Globulin fractions withdrawn from the top and bottom reservoirs at 
the conclusion of the runs were filtered, dialyzed first against distilled water 
and then dilute saline solution at 4° to remove buffer salts, and finally 
lyophilized. The dried protein preparations dissolved readilj’’ to form clear 
and stable solutions at their isoelectric points. In a few cases it was neces- 
sary to filter off a small amount of suspended material. Solutions of the 
various fractions were equilibrated against barbital or cacodylate buffer 
and analyzed electrophoretically. 


Results 

A composite of Fraction A and 7 -globulin seiwed as the starting material 
for Stage III.® This 7 -globulin, which had a mobility of —1.51 X 10~® 
and an isoelectric point of 6.75, was from a different batch from that used 
in Stage I. Stage III w'as carried out in phosphate buffer, pH 7.6, which 
was about 0.6 pH unit on the alkaline side of the mean isoelectric point of 
the starting material. The fractionation was carried out in duplicate. 
The pertinent data are presented in Table II. 

The electrophoretic properties of the resulting top cut, Fraction E, are 
quite striking. The mobility of Fraction E was —1.24 X 10~®. The 
mean isoelectric point was found to be 7.31, about 0.8 pH unit greater than 
that of the original 7 -globulin (-1.73 X 10“^). Furthermore, the hetero- 
geneity constant was significantly lower than the values found for other top 
fractions, and Au/ ApH was considei'ably lower than the values for the other 
fractions. The material withdrawn from the bottom reservoir in Stage III 
is designated Fraction F. Fraction F, obtained in Run 1, had a mobility of 

— 1.78 X 10“® and an isoelectric point of 6.51. The mobility of Fraction 
F obtained in Run 2 was — 1.69 X 10“®. 

The top and bottom fractions of Run 2 were recombined in proportion 
to their relative concentrations in the starting material. The mobility and 
heterogeneity constant of this composite were —1.45 X 10~® and 0.59 X 
10 ~®, respectively, which are to be compared with the calculated values of 

— 1.54 X 10“® and 0.67 X 10~®. 

A composite of Fraction B and the 7 -globulin possessing a mobility of 

— 1.51 X 10~® appeared to be roughly comparable to the 7 -globulin of 

* Since the starting material for Stage III is a composite of Fraction A and un- 
Uactionated T-globulin, it does not represent a true stage in the fractionation scheme. 
Hon ever, for convenience, we will refer to it as such. 
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mobility —1.73 X 10~^ This composite was fractionated under the same 
conditions as in Stage I. The resulting bottom fraction had a mobility of 
— 1.91 X 10“®, an isoelectric point of 6.29, and a heterogeneity constant of 
0.75 X 10~^. This material possessed a Gaussian distribution of mobilities 
at its mean isoelectric point, although at pH 8,7 the electrophoretic pattern 
was non-Gaussian and skewed. Differences in the dependence of mobility 
upon pH for the various components of the fractions undoubtedly are re- 
sponsible for this departure of the mobility distribution from a Gaussian 


Table II 

Fraclionation of Bovine y-Globulin 
Expcrimcnlal Conditions 


stage No. 

Run No. 

pH 

B 


c 

Ill 

i 

1 

7.60 

Tolls per cm, 

1.7 


gm. per 100 ml. 

2.8 


2 

7.58 

1.7 


2,4 

IV 


5.48 

1.6 

1 

mSM 

2.3 

1 


Properties of y-Glohulin Fractions 


stage No. 

Run No. 

1 

Fraction 

Yield 

-10«x Q* 

Isoelectric 

pointf 

10»X/3 

-lOSX 

ApH 




gm. 

protein 



1 

1 


Ill 

1 

Top (E) 

1.1 

1.24 

7.31 


mm 



Bottom (F) 

2.0 

1.78 

6.51 

0.59 



2 

Top (E) 

1.2 

1.25 


I 0.55 




Bottom (F) 

1.5 

1.69 


1 


IV 


Top (G) 

0.6 

2.25 

5.74 

0.03f 

■61 



Bottom (H) 

2.3 

1.81 

1 

6.41 

1 

0.771 

m 


* In barbital buffer, pH 8.7, and ionic strength 0.1. 
t In cacodylate buffer (0.08 n sodium chloride-0.02 N sodium cacodylate). 
t Non-Gaussian mobility distribution. 


one. This fraction, which appeared to be the same as Fraction B, served 
as the starting material for Stage IV. 

The operating pH in Stage IV was 5.5, or 0.8 pH unit on the acid side of 
the mean isoelectric point of Fraction B. The material withdrawn from 
the top reservoir. Fraction G, had about the same mobility as Fraction D. 
However, its isoelectric point was about 0.3 pH unit more acid than that of 
Fraction D, and its mobility distribution was non-Gaussian. The bottom 
cut. Fraction H, which had a mobility of —1.81 X lO"® and an isoelectric 
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point of 6.41, possessed a skewed non-Gaussian distribution of mobilities 
with a rather large standard deviation. The calculated mobility and het- 
erogeneit}’' constant for a composite of the two fractions, in proportion to 
their relative concentrations in the starting material, are —1.91 X 10~® 
and 0.76 X 10'•^ respectively. These calculated values are in excellent 
agreement with the experimental values quoted above for Fraction B. 



Fia. 2. Mobility distribution functions at pH 6.5 of the six unique fractions of 
bovine y-globulin; — . Fraction C; O, Fraction D; — , Fraction E; ©, Fraction 
F; 9, Fraction G; — — , Fraction H. 


DKCUSSION 

Bovine y-globulin has been separated into eight fractions which consti- 
tute mean mobility and mean isoelectric point spectra, ranging from —1.25 
X 10”® to —2.25 X 10~* and from 7.31 to 5.74 respectively. The various 
fractions can be distinguished from one another by at least two electro- 
phoretic properties. Thus, Fractions C, F, and H have about the same 
mean isoelectric points but different mean mobilities at pH 8.7 and different 
mobility^ distributions at their respective mean isoelectric points. The con- 
siderable variation in An/ ApH among the fractions is probably a reflection 
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of chemical and structural differences. The mobility distribution’ of each 
of the six unique fractions at pH 6.5 has been normalized to an area corre- 
sponding to its weight fraction'’ of 7 -gIobulin, — 1.73 X 10“®, and is plotted 
in Fig. 2 . Fractions G and H possessed non-Gaussian mobility distribu- 
tions; however, as a first approximation, the mobility distribution can be 
adequately represented as a Gaussian probability function whose standard 
deviation is taken as that of the actual mobility distribution. 

The theory of transport in an electrophoresis-convection channel predicts 
that the fractionation of a protein possessing a Gaussian mobility distribu- 
tion, with specified first and second moments, Anil result in a top fraction 
A\diich also possesses a Gaussian mobility distribution, haAong the same 
second moment as that of the original protein. The first moment Avill, of 
course, be different from that of the original protein. The thcor3'- also pre- 
dicts that transport in the apparatus aatII proceed to a stationary state 
Avhen the first moment of the mobility distribution of the material in the 
top reserA’-oir A'-anishes. Both of these predictions haA^e been appro.ximately 
realized in these experiments.® The mobility distribution of the material 

’ It is assumed that, within the range of concentration and pll considered, the 
standard deviation of the mobility distributions of the 7 -globulin fractions is inde- 
pendent of protein concentration and pH. It is also assumed that the slopes of 
the mobilit 5 ’’-pH curves of all the protein ions present in a giAmn fraction are the same 
and equal to the Ati/ApH of the fraction. 

* The relative concentrations of Fractions E and F were calculated on the assump- 
tion that the material fractionated in Stage III was Fraction A and not a composite 
of Fraction A and 7 -globulin of mobility 1.51 X 10“^. 

® For purposes of characterization, the mean isoelectric points and standard 
dcAuations of the mobility distributions of the bovine 7 -globulin fractions were 
determined in chloride-cacodylate buffer. This buffer was used because of the 
desirability of carrying out electrophoretic experiments in buffers containing 


Fraction 

Isoelectric point 

-10' X (ao/ApH) 

[ 10' X (3 

Chloride- 

cacodylate 

Phosphate 

Chloride- 

cacodylate 

Phosphate 

Chloride- 

cacodj’lafe 

Phosphate 

Unfractionated 7 -glob- 



■■ 




ulin (-1.51 X 10-®) . 

6.75 



0.97 

0.61 

0.66 

A i 

7.03 



1.15 



D 

6.01 


0.7S 

1.10 

1 


E 

7.31 

6.44 

0.35 

0.92 



G 

5.74 

5.52 

0.64 

1.18 

i 



univalent anions . In addition to the electi'opho retie characterization of the fractions 
in chloride-cacodylate buffer, it also appeared desirable to determine isoelectric 
points and standard deviations of mobility distribution in phosphate buffer, since 
the fractionations were carried out in this buffer. Since preparation of this manu- 
script such determinations have been made on several fractions. For purposes of 
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fractionated in Stage IV was non-Gaussian and skewed at pH values re- 
moved from the mean isoelectric point. As a result, the top fraction ob- 
tained in this stage exhibited a non-Gaussian mobility distribution at its 
mean isoelectric point. 

Although the bottom fractions from an original Gaussian distribution 
are not themselves Gaussian, they are not highly skewed. Therefore, rve 
will represent them as Gaussian. The precision wdth Avhich the moments 
of the curves of the refractive index gradient can be determined does not 
justify a more refined treatment. 

The results of the fractionation of bovine y-globulin illustrate the ease 
Avith which a heterogeneous protein can be fractionated by electrophoresis- 
convection. The large quantities of material that can be fractionated in a 
relatively short time, the ease of the manipulations, and the reproducibility 
of the fractionations promise to make electrophoresis-convection a valuable 
method for the subfractionation of the plasma fractions obtained by ethanol 
precipitation. 


SOABURY 

Bovine 7 -globulin has been separated into eight fractions Avhich consti- 
tute mean mobility and mean isoelectric point spectra ranging from — 1.25 
X 10~® to —2.25 X 10“^ at pH 8.7 and from 7.31 to 5.74 respectively. 

Thus investigation demonstrates the applicability of electrophoresis- 
convection to the subfractionation of the plasma fractions obtained by 
ethanol precipitation. 

comparison the resulting data are presented, along with the corresponding data 
obtained in chloride-cacodylate buffer, in the tabulation. It will be noted that there 
are rather large differences between the mean isoelectric points in chloride-cacodylate 
and in phosphate buffer. Although unfractionated y-globulin has appreciably differ- 
ent isoelectric points in chloride-cacodylate and phosphate buffer, the standard 
deviations of the mobility distribution at the mean isoelectric point are approxi- 
mately the same in the two buffers. Although the theoretical isoelectric condi- 
tion of the top fraction at the operating pH was realized in Stage IV of the fraction- 
ation, the data obtained in phosphate buffer reveal that in the case of Stage I and 
Stage III the fairly good agreement between the theoretical isoelectric condition 
of the top fraction at the operating pH and the obsen'ed isoelectric condition based 
on measurements in chloride-cacodylate buffer is fortuitous. Obviously, this does 
not reflect upon the use of chloride-cacodylate buffer for purposes of electrophoretic 
characterization of the fractions. Failure to realize the isoelectric condition of the 
top fraction at the operating pH in Stages I and III may have been due to insufficient 
time of operation for attainment of a stationary state. However, this seems im- 
probable. Theoretically, departure from the isoelectric condition is to be expected 
if some of the components of the heterogeneous protein produce different density 
increments per unit weight or possess different diffusion constants. A detailed 
treatment of this problem cannot be made at this time. 



170 


FRACTIONATION OF y-GLOBUIilN 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 

1. Kirkwood, J. G., J. Chcm. Phys., 9, 878 (1941). 

2. Nielsen, L. E., and Kirkwood, J. G., J. Am. Chcm. Soc., 68, 181 (1946). 

3. Gann, J. R., Ivirkwood, J. G., Brown, R. A., and Plcscia, 0. J., J. Avi. Chcm. 

Soc., 71, 1603 (1949). 

4. Gann, J. R., Brown, R. A., and Kirkwood, J. G., J. Ajji. Chcm. Soc., 71, 1609 

(1949). 

5. Gann, J. R., Brown, R. A., and Kirkwood, J. G.,J. Am.Chcm. Soc., 71, 2687 (1949). 

6. Tiselius, A., Tr. Faraday Soc., S3 , 624 (1937). 

7. Longsworth, L. G., Chcm. Rev., 30, 323 (1942); Ind. and Eng. Chcm., Anal. Ed., 

18, 219 (1946). 

8. Longsworth, L. G., and Macinnes, D. A., J. Am. Chcm. Soc., 62, 705 (1940). 

9. Alberty, R. A., J. Am.Chcm. Soc., 70, 1676 (1948). 



SERINE AND THREONINE DEAMINASES OF ESCHERICHIA 
COLI: ACTWATORS FOR A CELL-FREE ENZmE* 

Br W. A. WOOD and I. C. GUNSALUS 
(,From the Laboratory of Bacteriology, Indiana University, Bloomington) 

(Received for publication, June 17, 1949) 

Serine has been reported by many workers to be deaminated by a variety 
of bacterial cells and tissues, but this process was first studied in detail 
by Gale and Stephenson in 1938 (1). These workers follov'ed the serine 
deaminase of Escherichia coli by measuring the release of ammonia by 
resting cell suspensions. The reaction proceeded anaerobically, thereby 
distinguishing it from the oxidative deaminases. Aging of cell suspen- 
sions caused a loss of deaminase activity, which could be prevented by 
the addition of reducing agents, such as glutathione or formate, or by 
adenylic acid. Chargaff and Sprinson (2, 3) studied serine and threonine 
deaminases, using toluene-treated suspensions of E. coli and found that 
pyruvate and a-ketobutyrate, respectively, accumulated as the products 
of anaerobic deamination. Neither the O-ethers of serine nor phospho- 
serine were deaminated anaerobically. On the basis of these findings, 
Chargaff and Sprinson suggested desaturation as the mechanism. Binkley 
(4) obtained cell-free extracts of serine deaminase from E. coli which were 
inactivated by dialysis. The activity was restored by the addition of 
zinc ions. Lichstein et al. (5, 6) in studjdng the metabolic role of biotin 
inactivated the serine and threonine deammases of E. coli by aging cell 
suspensions in phosphate buffer at pH 4. The activity was restored by 
the addition of biotin or adenylic acid. With a cell-free preparation, only 
yeast extract caused partial reactivation. From this e%ddence it was sug- 
gested that a coenzjnne fonn of biotin is present in yeast extract (7). 

In the present study, active serine and threonine deaminases have been 
obtained by growing E. coli in deep medium ndthout carbohydrate. Vac- 
uum-dried cells were prepared which contained most of the deaminase ac- 
tivity present in the living cells, and which differed from the living cells 
only in the requirement of adenylic acid for activation. The deaminases 
were freed from the cells by autolysis, and purified by ammonitun sulfate 
precipitation and adsorption on calcium phosphate gel. The purified 
enzyme required both adenylic acid (AMP) and glutathione (GSH) for 
activity. The enzjane, as prepared, deaminated both serine and threo- 
nine. During serine deamination, simultaneous inactivation toward both 
substrates occurred. 

* This work \\.v .supported in part by the Office of Naval Research. 
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Methods 

Culture — ^The Crookes strain of E. coli, employed previously for studies 
of the arginine and glutamic acid decarboxylases (8) and of tryptophanase 
(9), was used. For active deaminase production, the cells were grown 
wdthout aeration in a medium composed of 2 per cent tryptone, 1 per cent 
yeast extract, and 0.5 per cent dipotassium phosphate. To obtain a large 
crop of cells, 10 liter batches were grown in 21 gallon reagent bottles. 
The medium was inoculated rvith 3 per cent of a 6 to 9 hour culture and 
incubated 12 to 14 hours at 37° (final pH 6.8 to 7.2). The cells were 
harvested with a Sharpies centrifuge, the cell paste resuspended in 0.1 m 
phosphate buffer, pH 7.8, containing 3 X 10"^ ai glutathione, and dried 
in vacuo over Drierite (yield, 3.5 gm. of dry cells per 10 liters of medium). 
The deaminase activity of the dried cells was approximately 560 til. of 
pjauvate per mg. of diy weight per hour with L-serine and about 890 fd. 
of a-ketobutyrate with L-threonine. 

Determinaiion of Serine and Threonine Deaminase — ^The deamination of 
serine and threonine has been shown to yield equimolar amounts of ammo- 
nia and pyruvate or a-ketobutyrate (3). Since the vacuum-dried cells 
did not metabolize these keto acids, the deaminase activity could be fol- 
lowed by measuring the rate of keto acid formation. The enzyme activity 
was assayed in a 1 ml. volume containing the following: 0.1 ml. of 1 m 
phosphate buffer, pH 7.8, 0.1 ml. of 7 X 10“® m adenylic acid, water to 
0.89 ml., 0.01 ml. of enzyme and 0.1 ml. (1 mg.) of n-serine or L-threonine. 
Before addition of the enzyme and substrate, the assay tubes were brought 
to 37°, After substrate addition, the reaction was allowed to proceed for 
10 minutes, then stopped with 0.5 ml. of 20 per cent trichloroacetic acid, 
the protein removed by centrifugation, and a 1 ml. portion of the superna- 
tant removed for analysis. 

A unit of serine or threonine deaminase was arbitrarily defined as the 
amount of enzjnme necessary to form 1 /xm of pj^uvate or a-ketobutyrate 
in 10 minutes under the above experimental conditions. 

Pynivate — For most determinations, the direct method of Friedemann 
and Haugen (10) was used. Analj^ses by the extraction procedure of 
Friedemann and Haugen agreed with the results of the direct method. 

a-Keiohutyrate — a-Ketobuty rate was also determined by the direct method 
of Friedemann and Haugen. The color was compared wth a standard 
curve prepared from crystalline a-ketobutyrate-2,4-dinitrophenylhydra- 
zone, m.p. 204-205° (uncorrected). The color, when read in the Evelyn 
colorimeter with a 515 m;tt filter, w^as linear up to 70 y of a-ketobutyrate. 

Results 

The enzjnne assay was standardized by using graded amounts of dried 
cells. As is shown in Fig. 1, DL-threonine was deaminated more rapidly 
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t.hf'. n D-serine, the rate being proportional to cell concentration \vith each 
substrate. The formation of 20 to 120 y of pyruvate or 35 to 230 7 of 
a-ketobutyrate thus corresponds to 50 to 300 7 of dry weight of cells. 
Since oxygen did not affect enzyme activity, assays were run aerobically. 
L-Threonine was used in later experiments with the purified enzyme and 
found to be deaminated more rapidly than the dl mixture, thus indicating 
possible inhibition by the d isomer. 



DRIED CELLS PER ML. 

Fig. 1. Serine and threonine deaminase activity of vacuum-dried cells. Condi- 
tions, 0.1 ml. of M phosphate buffer, pH 7.8; 0.1 irf. (2.5 mg.) of adenosine-5-plios- 
phate; 0.6 ml. of water; allowed to stand 5 minutes at 37°; cells as indicated and 
water to 0.9 ml. ; 0.1 ml. (1 mg.) of n-serine or (2 mg.) nii-threonine; incubate 10 min- 
nutes at 37°; add 0.5 ml. of 20 per cent trichloroacetic acid. We wish to thank Dr. 
H. E. Garter for kindly furnishing the n-serine. 

In the dried preparations, both deaminases required adeny^lic acid for 
activity, in contrast to the resting cells. In order to study the role of 
adenylic acid in the absence of interfering reactions, e.xtraction of the 
enzymes and partial purification were undertaken. 

Cell-Free Enzyme 

4 gm. of vacuum-dried cells were suspended in 200 ml. of glutathione- 
phosphate buffer and the deaminases extracted by freezing, thawing, and 
autdlysis. The cell-free extracts, obtained by centrifugation of the autol- 
ysate, contained about 50 per cent of the total activity. The enzymes 
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were precipitated by 40 per cent saturation with ammonium sulfate, ad- 
sorbed on calcium phosphate gel, .and eluted with phosphate buffer. The 
details of the purification .arc shown in the flow sheet. The first eluate 

Flow Shed for Purification of Serine and Threonine Deaminases 

Suspend 1 gm. vacuum-dried cells (4100 units serine deaminase, 4570 units threonine 
deaminase) in 60 ml. 0.1 M phosphate buffer, pH 7.8, containing 6X 10 “’ m GSH. 
Freeze and thaw twice, autolyze 4 to 5 lira, at 37“ ; centrifuge 


Discard 1870 units serine deaminase, 2420 

units threonine deaminase 
Add (NH 4 );S 04 to 40% saturation; 
centrifuge 



Redissolve in 5 ml. 0.1 m phosphate Discard 

buffer, pH 7.8, containing 
3 X 10“’ M adenylic acid; 
centrifuge 



Discard 1450 units serine deaminase, 1020 

units threonine deaminase 
Add 50 ml. 1:10 dilution of 
Ca 3 (P 04)2 gel, stir, centrifuge 



Wash with four 12 ml. portions Discard 

distilled water 

Discard washings 


593 units serine deaminase, 525 
units threonine deaminase; 10 
to 15% recovery 
Add adenjdic acid to 3 X 10“’ 

from the calcium phosphate gel contained 10 to 15 per cent of the activity 
present in the dried cells. When stored in the frozen state, the enzymes 
were stable for several months; however, when stored at 0° without aden- 
ylic acid, inactivation occurred. The enzyme units recovered at each step 



Elute with 5 ml. m phosphate 
buffer, pH 7.8 
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in the purification and the degree of resolution with respect to adenylic 
acid (and glutathione) are shown in Table I. The degree of resolution was 
obtained by expressing the increase in rate of deamination due to addition 
of the activator as per cent of the maximum rate (activator present). 
The relative serine and threonine deaminase activity at each step in the 
purification is shown in the last column of Table I. The purity index was 
expressed as the ratio of threonine deaminase units to protein content, as 
determined by the biuret test of Eobinson and Hogden (11). 

Charaderistics of Serine and Threonine Deaminases 

The purified extract contained both serine and threonine deaminases 
in virtually the same proportions as were present in dried cells (Table I). 
This suggested a similarity of properties, if not the identity of the enzymes. 


Tabi,e I 

Purificalion of Serine and Threonine Deaminases 


step No. 

Activity 

1 

Reiolatioa 


AMP 

^ GSH 

■9 


units j 

fercsnt 

fer uni 



1. Cell suspension (in GSH-0.1 .v phos- 


100 

82 


0.90 

phate, pH 7.8) 






2. Cell-free enzyme (from cells frozen, 

1870 

46 



0.77 

autolyzed at 37°, 5 hrs.) 






3. Ppt. from 40% saturated (NH«);SO» 

1450 

35 



1.42 

4. Eluate from Caj(PO<)j gel (in 1 si 

593 

15 

94 

99 

1.13 

phosphate, pH 7,8) 







For comparative pxuposes, the enzjTne characteristics were investigated 
by use of both serine and threonine as substrates. 

The influence of serine and threonine concentration upon enzyme activ- 
ity is shown in Fig. 2. The half maximum activity was obtained with 
approximately 305 y per ml. of n-serine or L-threonine. This corresponds 
to a Michaelis constant (12) forsubstrate-enzjuneof 3.5 X 10~’ and 3.0 X 
10"= mole per liter, respectively. The presence of the D isomer of serine 
or threonine depressed deamination by about 50 per cent. Cysteine, which 
differs structurally from serine only in the polar group on the jS-carbon, 
has been showm by Desnuelle and Fromageot (13) to be deaminated by E. 
coli in a manner similar to serine, the products being pyruvate, ammonia, 
and hydrogen sulfide. In the light of these similarities, desulfurase activ- 
ity as determined by pyruvate formation was measured, but no activity was 
found. Binkley (4) has suggested that enolase, in addition to converting 
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2-phosphogl3'’ceric acid to phos])]iopyruvate, also catalyzes the deamina- 
tion of cysteine and serine with the formation of pjaiivato. 

Adenylic Acid — As with the dried cells, both serine and threonine deam- 
inases of the purified extract were activated bj'' adenylic acid. Adcnosine- 
5-phosphate obtained b}’' h 3 '’drolysis of adenosine triphosphate (ATP) or 
prepared b 3 '’ the yeast fermentation of adenosine' gave the same activation 
(Table II). Other nucleosides and nucleotides including adenosine, adcn- 
osine-3-phosphate, and ATP were incITcctivc, thus indicating that adeno- 
sine-5-phosphatc is spccificalb’’ required. As is shown in Table II, yeast 



Fig. 2. Substrate saturation curves for serine and threonine deaminases. Con- 
ditions as in Fig. 1 e.xcept as follows: 0.1 ml. of 1.3 X 10~> M glutathione added with 
adenosine-5-phosphate ; allowed to stand 10 minutes at 37° with enzjnne; substrate 
levels as indicated. 

extract, which was found by Lichstein (7) to activate these deaminases in 
the absence of adenylic acid or biotin, was ineffective vdth the purified 
enzymes. 

The adenylic acid activation curves for both deaminases are shown in 
Fig. 3. The concentration necessary for half maximum activation is 
about 400 Y per ml. with serine and about 245 y per ml. wdth threonine. 
These correspond to Michaelis constants of 1 X 10~^ and 0.7 X 10"* 
mole per liter respectively. 

iWe wish to thank the Ernst Bischoff Company, Ivoryton, Connecticut, for a 
supply of adenosine-5-phosphate. 
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Glulaihione—'FpT activity, the purified deaminase required glutathione 
in addition to adenylic acid (Table III). Reducing agents, including 

Table II 


Activation of Serine and Threonine Deaminases by Adenosine-5-Phosphoie 


Additions 

Keto add ionned 

Pyruvate 

<r-Kelotutyrate 


y 

7 

None 

0 

0 

Adenosine 

0 

0 

Adenosine-3-phosphate 

0 

i 0 

Adenosine-5-phosphate (from ATP) . . . 

53 

120 

Adenosine-5-phosphate (j'east fermentation) ... . 

49 

123 

Adenosine triphosphate . 

3.3 

4.3 

Guanylic acid 

0 

0 

Yeast extract (1 mg. per ml.) . . . 

0 

0 


Additions 7 X 10^ M except as indicated. 



MILLIGRAMS ADENOSlNE-5- PHOSPHATE PER ML. 


Fig. 3. Adenosine-5-phosphate saturation curve for serine and threonine deami- 
nases. Conditions as in Fig. 2 exceptO.l ml. (1 mg.) of L-threonine and adenylic acid 
levels as indicated. We are indebted to Dr. E. E. Howe of Merck and Company, 
Inc., Rahway, New Jersey, for a sample of L-threonine. 

cysteine, sodium thioglycolate, and ascorbic acid, were ineffective. How- 
ever, sodium sulfide and sodium cyanide did cause partial reactivation. 
Since glutathione forms complexes with heavy metals and acts as a reduc- 
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ing agent as 'well, other complex-forming agents were tested. Bipyridyl, 
8-hydroxyquinoline, histidine, pyrophosphate, and gum arabic were with- 


Table 111 

Actwalion of Partially Purified Scrhic and Threonine Deaminases 
Conditions ns in Fig. 3 e.vcept that glutJithionc .'ind adenylic acid were added .i.s 
indicated. 


Additions 


None 

AMP. 

GSH 

AMP + GSH 


Conccntr.ition 

1 

Keto acid lormcd 

Pyruvate 

a-Kctobutyrate 

M X ir> 

T 

y 


0.5 

0.0 

C.8 

2.3 

3.6 

12. S 

6.1 

4.9 

C.S, 12. S 

107 

134 


THREONINE DEAMINASE 
I GLUTATHIONE ACTIVATION 
^24 1 ! i 1- 


o 





0 5 10 15 20 

TIME WITH GSH IN MIN 


Fig. 4. Activation of threonine deaminase by glutathione. Conditions as in 
Fig. 1 except as follows: Enzyme incubated with glutathione for the times indicated ; 
adenylic acid added before or after incubation with glutathione ns indicated; sub- 
strate, DL-threonine (2 mg. per ml.). 


out effect, thereby suggesting the presence of oxidized functional sulfhy- 
dryl groups rather than heavy metal inhibition. This possibility was 
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further indicated by the fact that the enzyme is inhibited by 10 ^ m mer- 
curic, silver, and cupric ions, and is not reactivated by glutathione. 

Enzyme activation by glutathione as a function of time is shown in Fig. 
4. When glutathione was incubated with the enzyme in the presence of 
adenylic acid, activation w^as complete in 10 minutes. How'ever, in the 
absence of adenylic acid partial activation occurred, followed by inactiva- 
tion. 

As with the dried cells, deaminase activity was proportional to the 
enzyme concentration. However, the rate of threonine deamination was 



Fig. 5. Serine and threonine deaminase activity as a function of incubation time 
Conditions as in Fig. 2 except for the time of incubation with substrate as indicated. 

linear with time, whereas the rate of serine deamination decreased rap- 
idly, approaching zero between 5 and 15 minutes (Fig. 5). The inactiva- 
tion of the enzyme by serine occurred only during the reaction, that is, 
incubation of the enzyme in the presence of serine, but in the absence of 
the activators, or in the presence of the end-products, w'as without effect. 
Furthermore, increasing the concentration of each reactant did not pre- 
serve the rate of deamination. Similarly, the addition of yeast extract 
or a preparation of E. coli, as a source of cofactors, neither preserved nor 
reactivated serine deaminase. The mechanism of the enzyme inactivation 
is not known. 
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Fig. 6. Deaminase activity on mixtures of serine and threonine. Conditions as 
in Fig. 2 except for substrate mixtures and incubation times ns indicated. 



Fig. 7. Inactivation of threonine deaminase by serine. Conditions as in Fig. 
2 except for substrate additions and incubation times as indicated. 
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Deamination of serine and threonine by the purified extract may be due 
to the presence of two similar enzymes or one enzyme catalyzing the two 
reactions. As is shown in Table I, the purified preparation contained the 
deaminases in about the same proportion as the dried cells; also, as shown 
in Table III, both deaminases were activated by adenylic acid and gluta- 
thione. Attempts were therefore made to show the presence of separate 
enzymes catalyzing the two deaminations. The rate of keto acid forma- 
tion in the presence of threonine with increasing levels of serine is shown 
in Fig. 6. The data indicate that the initial rate of deamination of a 
serine-threonine mixture was intermediate between the rates obtained with 
serine or threonine alone. Since the rates were not additive, competition 
for a single enzyme is suggested. A second fact which suggests the iden- 
tity of the enzymes is the loss of deaminase activity for both substrates 
during incubation with the mixture, the rate being proportional to the 
serine concentration. 

To show the presence of an independent threonine deaminase, conditions 
were employed in which serine deaminase was inactive; i.e., after 10 min- 
utes incubation of the enzyme with n-serine (Fig. 5). The results, as 
recorded in Fig. 7, show that after incubation with serine the enzyme did 
not deaminate threonine, thereby indicating that threonine deaminase was 
incapable of functioning independently of serine deaminase. This suggests 
the identity of the two enzymes. Competitive inhibition of threonine 
deamination by serine appeared unlikely, since deamination of a serine- 
threonine mixture occurred at approrimately the same rate as with threo- 
nine alone (Fig. 7). 


SUMMABY 

Serine and threonine deaminases have been obtained from Escherichia 
colt and partially purified. 

The enzyme has been resolved and shown to require adenosine-5-phos- 
phate and glutathione for activity. 

Serine and threonine deaminases occurred in the extracts in approxi- 
mately the same ratio as the dried cells, were activated by the same con- 
centrations of adenylic acid and glutathione, and threonine deamination 
disappeared when serine deaminase was inactivated. These facts suggest 
that both substrates may be activated by a single enzyme. 
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THE jMETABOLISM OP URIC ACID IN THE NORmL AND 
GOUTY HUMAN STUDIED WITH THE AID OF ISOTOPIC 

URIC ACID* 

By jean D. BENEDICT,! PETER H. FORSHAM, and DeWETT STETTEN, jR-f 

{Prom the Departments of Biological Chemistry and Medicine, Harvard Medical School, 
the Medical Clinic, Peter Bent Brigham Hospital, Boston, and the Division of 
NiUrition and Physiology, The Public Health Research Institute of 
The City of New York, Inc., New York) 

(Received for publication, May 21, 1949) 

The present report deals Mdth an investigation of uric acid metabolism 
in man. The procedure has been to inject intravenousl}' a single dose of 
isotopic uric acid, as its lithium salt, into normal and gouty human subjects 
maintained in nitrogen balance on a calorically adequate low purine diet. 

During the experimental period uric acid was repeatedly isolated from 
serial urine samples, and, from the isotope concentration found in the 
products isolated, the magnitude of the pool of miscible uric acid in the 
body, as well as the turnover rate of this pool, was calculated. 

In establishing the protocol for such an experiment it was obviously 
desirable to keep the necessary dose of injected isotopic uric acid as small 
as feasible. By so doing one reduces to a minimum the insult of the pro- 
cedure, and the change in uric acid metabolism which may be presumed to 
follow the injection of uric acid. With stable isotopes it is rarely possible 
to keep the dose of test substance as low as can be achieved with radio- 
active isotopes, in view of the smaller dilution tolerated by the analytical 
instrument. In the present instance, as will be seen, we have been able to 
keep the dose relatively low in comparison with the quantity of uric acid 
in the bodies of the subjects. 

The isotopic uric acid employed was therefore prepared from the most 
enriched source of N^® available to us and by a procedure which would result 
in the introduction of isotope into two of the four possible positions. The 
resultant product had an isotope concentration half as high as that present 
in the initial isotope source. 

EXPERIMEXTAL 

Isotopic uric acid labeled vith N‘^ in positions 1 and 3 has been prepared 
by tv'o methods. In both cases the first product was isotopic urea formed 
by the ammonolysis of molten diphenyl carbonate (1) in the presence of 

* This work was carried out with the aid of grants from the Office of Naval Re- 
search and the Nutrition Foundation, Inc. 

t Present address. The Public Health Research Institute of The City of New 
York, Inc., Foot of East 15th Street, New York 9. 
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copper catalyst (2). The ammonia was prepared from ammonium nitrate 
N^®H 4 N 03 (Eastman Kodak Company) which was stated to contain 62 
atom per cent excess of In the first synthesis isotopic urea was con- 
verted to barbituric acid (3), nitrated (4), and the 5-nitrobarbituric acid 
reduced with tin and hydrochloric acid to uramil (5). In the second 
preparation advantage was taken of the innovation introduced by Cavalieri, 
Blair, and Brown (6) in which acetamidomalonic ester’ was condensed vith 
urea to yield acetyluramil Avliich, on lij'-drob’^sis, gave the desired uramil. 
In both syntheses, the isotopic uramil was condensed with potassium 
cyanate (7), and the potassium pseudoiirate cyclized to uric acid by the 
procedure of Fischer (8). Purification was effected bj’- precipitation Aritli 
acetic acid from lithium carbonate solution (9). 

Elementary analyses Avere perfoinied upon the product of a non-isotopic 
trial run. 

Analysis— CiBiOiNt. Calculated. C 35.7, H 2.4, N 33.3 
Found. “ 35.7, " 2.4, “ 33.4 

Solutions of isotopic uric acid were prepared for intravenous injection 
by dissolving the required amount of uric acid in 10 ml. of a sterile 5 per 
cent aqueous glucose solution Avhich contained an appropriate amount of 
lithium carbonate. The solution was Avaimed to 60°, cooled, and then 
20,000 units of crystalline penicillin G were added. The clear solution 
Avas alloAved to stand at room temperature for 8 hours and AAms made up to a 
final volume of 200 ml. by the addition of 5 per cent glucose solution. Such 
solutions AA^ere injected intravenously over a period of 30 minutes and no 
untoward effects Avere obseived in any case. 

The total urine output of each subject wms collected in 12 hour portions, 
and each sample Avas analyzed for uric acid by the method of Kem and 
Stranski”^ (10) as modified by Arcliibald,- adapted to mine (11). From 
94 to 98 per cent of the chromogenic material in urine deteimined by this 
method AA’as found to be destroyed by uricase. Pending isolation of urinary 
uric acid, the samples Avere preserved by freezing. 

Each urinary uric acid sample that was. isolated w'as dated as of the mid- 
point of the time interval during AA'^hich the corresponding urine sample was 
voided. Isolations AA'^ere performed upon pooled samples collected over 
periods of 5 to 12 hours during the 5 to 8 days succeeding injection of 
isotopic uric acid. A typical 500 ml. urine sample was treated AAuth 150 
ml. of 10 per cent nickelous acetate (12) solution, and 20 per cent sodium 
carbonate solution Avas then added until a pH of about 11 was achieved. 

* A sample of acetamidonalonic ester was received aa a gift from Winthrop- 
Stearns, Inc., to whom the authors are deeply indebted. 

= R. M. Archibald, personal communication. 
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The precipitate was collected by centrifugation and stirred ivith 50 ml, of 
6 N hydrochloric acid. The insoluble residue, crude uric acid, was twice 
washed with water by centrifugation and was further purified by solution 
in 2.5 N sodium hydro.xide and precipitation by the addition of concen- 
trated hydrochloric acid. The purification was repeated and this was 
followed by a final precipitation from aqueous lithium carbonate solution 
by addition of acetic acid (9). Small amounts of pigment which ac- 
companied the uric acid in certain cases were readily removed by treatment 
of the alkaline solution -with norit. 

Analysis — CiH»03N«. Calculated. C 35.7, H 2.4, N 33.3 
Found. “ 35.5, " 2.5, " 33.1 

Ammonia (13) and urea (14) were isolated for isotope analysis from ran- 
dom urine samples during each experiment. 

Creatinine (15) and total nitrogen (16) determined on each 24 hour urine 
sample proved to be quite constant, suggesting adequate sampling and the 
maintenance of a positive nitrogen balance throughout the experimental 
period. 

Both the normal and the gouty subjects remained in the medical wards of 
the Peter Bent Brigham Hospital during the experimental period. They 
were maintained in slightly positive n balance on constant diets calculated 
(17) to contain purines equivalent to 2.4 to 3.1 mg. of uric acid per day. 
It was found that a preliminary period of at least 3 days on this diet was 
required to achieve a reasonably constant urinary uric acid output. The 
same dietary regimen was maintained during the succeeding experimental 
period. 

Determinations of the concentration of serum uric acid (11) revealed 
only small variations during the period of hospitalization. Analyses of 
serum samples collected immediately before and after injection of isotopic 
uric acid exhibited either no demonstrable change in concentration or at 
most a temporarj’- rise of less than 10 per cent of the analytical value. 

The first three subjects, D. C., R. B., and G. W., were all purportedly 
normal, young, white adult males, free from any clinical manifestations of 
gout. Two of these subjects had serum uric acid levels in the neighbor- 
hood of 6 mg. per cent (normal 3 to 6 mg. per cent) and one of the subjects, 
R. B., was found to have an asymptomatic subclinical icterus with a serum 
bilirubin concentration of 1.63 mg. per cent. Toward the middle of the 
experimental period (as indicated in Fig. 3), subject G. W. received 
anterior pituitary adrenal corticotropic hormone® equivalent to 60 mg. per 

’ Anterior pituitary adrenocorticotropin (batch H-1701) was Idndly provided by 
Dr. John R. Mote, Armour Laboratories, Chicago, Illinois. 
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day of standard LA-l-A (Armour) in four divided doses for 2 successive 
days. No other medication was administered to any of the subjects. 

Subject B. S., a white male of 36 years, had a history of two acute attacks 
of^gout, the first 2 years, the second 2 weeks prior to the present e.\peri- 
ment. No tophi have ever been noted. Subject A. L., a 63 year-old 
white male, had a long history of .severe gout, going back possibly 25 yeare, 
with numerous acute attacks of gouty arthritis during the inteiwal 1937- 
1940, followed by wide-spread articular involvement. Several tophi of 
considerable size had been surgically excised from his elbows, knees, and 
anldes and several tophi up to about 2 cm. in diameter still persisted. This 
subject represented a most severe case of tophaceous gout. 

The isotope abundance of the nitrogen samples was determined with a 60° 
mass spectrometer.’ Some preliminary isotope analyses were carried out 
at T'ale University Medical School by Dr, Henry Hoberman, to whom the 
authors are indebted. 


DISCUSSION 

Let 

A = mg. uric acid in the organism capable of prompt mi.xing with intravenously 
injected uric acid 

a = mg. isotopic uric acid injected at zero time, a small quantity compared with A 
Ji = atom per cent excess isotope in the uric acid injected 

I = atom per cent e.xcess isotope in urinary uric acid at any time t (days) thereafter 
h — atom per cent excess isotope in the uric acid of the miscible pool immediately 
after injection and mi.xing 
dA 

= the turnover rate, in mg. per day of the uric acid in this pool 


Let it further be assumed that A is a constant, that dA/dt is likewse a 
constant, that the uric acid which enters the pool at all times after the 
injection is devoid of an excess of isotope, and that the urinary uric acid 
has at any time the same isotope concentration as the uric acid present at 
that time in the pool. A quantity K may now be defined as the fraction 


(I) 


K = 


dA/dt 

A 


of all the uric acid in the miscible pool which is replaced by non-isotopic 
uric acid each day. 

At time t -j- dt, the quantity of isotope present in the pool is proportional 
to 


(II) 


A(I - dl) = AI - IdA 


* Model M-60, Process and Instruments, 60 Greenpoint Avenue, Brooklyn, New 
York, built under the supervision of Dr. Joseph Greenspan and Mr. Kenneth Roach. 
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whence 


(HI) 

A{dl/dl) = l{dAldl) 

or 


(IV) 

dA/dl „ dl/dt 
A I 


Integrating this expression between the limits h and t, we obtain 

_ In 1 - In Jo 

CV) j 

From this relationship it is apparent that, granting the foregoing assump- 
tions, a plot of In I against i n-ill give a straight line whose negative slope 
is K and whose intercept is In h. Accordingly, we have treated our isotope 
data in this fashion (Figs. 1 to 5) and have obtained the most probable 
values for the intercept and the slope, in each case, by the method of least 
squares. The fact that the experimental values are distributed close to 
straight lines, as expected from Equation V, tends to confirm the validity 
of the assumptions which we have made. From the computed value of 
7o, i.e. the antiln of the intercept, the magnitude of the miscible pool of 
uric acid may readily be calculated. 


(VI) 

ali =» 7o(a ■+ A) 

or 


(VII)‘ 



If the quantity of uric acid in this miscible pool, A, is multiplied by K, the 
fraction of this pool which is replaced each day by non-isotopic uric acid, 
the product will equal dAjdt, the turnover of the pool in mg. per day 
(from Equation I), the quantity of uric acid in the pool that is replaced 
daily by non-isotopic uric acid. It may be pointed out that all the quanti- 
ties discussed thus far are evaluated without consideration of any quanti- 
tative uric acid analjnes. The results of these calculations are given in 
Table I. 

Subject G. W. was given adrenocorticotropin (ACTH) intramuscularly 
in order to determine whether the rise in the urinary excretion of uric acid 
known to follow the increase in adrenal cortical hormone secretion (19, 11) 
is due to improved uric acid clearance or a more rapid production of uric 
acid. Unfortunately, this subject failed to show a significant rise in 
urinary uric acid excretion, although adequate adrenal cortical activation 

‘ See Rittenberg and Foster (IS), 
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was suggested by a fall in circulating eosinophils, a rise in fasting blood 
sugar, and a doubling of urinaiy 17-ketosteroid excretion on the 2nd day of 
a 48 hour ACTH administration. The plot of the isotope data (Fig. 3) 
shows no significant deviation from the original slope during or after 
ACTH administration; so that it may be safely assumed that there was no 
dilution of the isotope by an increase in mic acid fonnation in this case. 
Owing to the lack of an excessive uric acid excretion, these observations 
do not determine the relative importance of improved renal clearance and 
uric acid production. 


Table I 


Magnitude of Miscible Pool of Uric Acid and Its Turnover 



Subject 

a = dose injected 

I{ = isotope 
injected 

lo = antiln of 
intercept 

A m miscible pool 

1 

«> 

a 

.2 

"55 

1 

1 

KA « turnover 

1 

1 

u 

s 

fS 

a 

•c 

3 c 

n-S 

in 

ZJ 

& 

3 

to 

n 

1 

*3 

>> 

o 

A/0.7C ■=■ mean 
concentration in 
body water 

Mean serum level 



twf. 


atom 
per cent 
excess 

mg. 

dayi 

mg. 

day 

mg. 

day 

ms, 

day 

tg- 

mg. 

per 

cent 

mg. 

per 

cent 

D. 

C. Normal 

69.9 

29.7 

1.27 

1,341 

0.533 

715 

602 

±12* 

113 

73 

2.6 

6.0 

±0.3* 

R. B. “ 

56.3 

29.7 

1.36 

1,173 

0.591 

693 

563 

±13 

130 

62 

2.7 

6.2 

±0.1 

G. 

W. 


29.6 

1.82 

1,145 

0.757 

867 

616 

±24 

251 

76 

2.2 

4.4 • 
±0.2 

B. 

S. Gouty 

1 

29.7 


4,742 

0.524 

2485 

1 

468 

±31 

2017 

74 

9.2 

6.9 

±0.2 

A. 

L. 

1 

29.6 


18,450 

0.463 

8530 

416 

±8 

8114 

75 

35.1 

9.6 
iO, 1 


* Average error. 


Certain points may be mentioned concerning the three subjects, R. B., 
D. C., and G. W. (Figs. 1, 2, and 3). The quantity of uric acid in the 
miscible pool ranged, in these three noimal men, from 1100 to 1300 mg., 
of wliich between 53 and 76 per cent was daily replaced. This would re- 
quire the introduction into the pool of from 690 to 870 mg. of new uric 
acid daily. Yet despite the fact that during this period these subjects 
were in as nearly a balanced state as possible, the uiinary excretion of uric 
acid was in each case significantly lower than this figure. It ranged from 
560 to 620 mg. per day, leaving a surplus of uric acid of from 110 to 250 
mg. per day. 

The fact that the normal man apparently forms more uric acid each day 
than appears in his urine leaves open the question as to the fate of this 
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surplus. Possible losses of uric acid in the feces and sweat have not been 
explored in the present experiment. The likelihood that a portion of the 
uric acid undergoes degradation to smaller fragments is indicated by the 
presence of small, though significant, concentrations of isotope in many of 



Fig. 1. Normal subject D. G. The natural logarithm of the isotope concentra- 
tion has been plotted against time. 



the randomly collected samples of urinary urea and ammonia (see Table 
II). Because of the great dilution of isotope in these products, the precise 
evaluation of this fate of uric acid would require a much greater dose t.bnn 
was administered in the present experiments. 

If the body water is taken as maximally equal to 70 per cent of the body 
weight, it is of interest to compute the mean concentration of uric acid 
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that would be achieved if all of the uric acid present in the miscible pool 
were uniformly distributed throughout all of the water of the body (cf. 
Table I, column “A/O.IC"). The values obtained in these calculations 
were, in each of the noimal subjects, approximately one-half of the mean 
concentration of uric acid in the corresponding sera, from which it is in- 



Fig. 3. Normal subject G. W. Adrenal corticolropic hormone was injected at 
the times indicated by the arrows. (See the text.) 


Table II 


Concentration of in Urinary Ammonia and Urea Samples 


Subject 

Day 

Ammonia 

Urea 

Corresponding 
uric acid 



atom per cent excess 

atom per cent excess 

atom per cent excess 

D. C. Normal 


0.011 

0.007 

0.536 

i 


0.012 



11. B. 


0.007 

0.023 

0.580 


8.0 

0.004 


0.004 

G. W. 

6.5 

0.010 

0.004 

0.021 

B. S. Gouty 

1.0 


0.005 

0.376 


3.0 

0.016 


0.129 

A. L. “ 1 

1.0 

0.001 

O.OOS 

0.082 


ferred either that some uric acid in certain portions of the body is excluded 
from the miscible pool or that the uric acid concentration is far from unifoim 
throughout the body fluids and is much lower in some fluids than it is in 
serum. 

Patient B. S. (Fig. 4), a man -with a history of two attacks of acute gout. 
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without demonstrable tophi and free of apparent disease during the ex- 
perimental period, was found to have nearlj’' 4800 mg. of uric acid in his 
miscible pool, or about 4 times as much as did the normal subjects. 52 
per cent of this was replaced daily, requiring the introduction into this 
pool of some 2500 mg. of non-isotopic uric acid each day. Since his mean 
daily uric acid excretion was less than 500 mg., it follows that some 2000 
mg. of uric acid were being disposed of each day by routes other than 
urinary e.xcretion. Computation of the hypothetical mean concentration 
of uric acid throughout all the body fluids in this case gave a value in excess 
of the mean serum uric acid concentration. 



SIOPE = "0.4d3 DAY' 



DAYS 

Fig. 5. Severely gouty subject A. L. 


The severely gouty subject, A. L. (Fig. 5), e.xhibited changes in the same 
direction but to a much more marked degree. His miscible pool of about 
18,500 mg. is approximately 15 times as large as that found in the normal 
subjects. Of this some 46 per cent, or about 8500 mg,, was replaced by 
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non-isotopic uric acid each day, of which only 400 mg. could be accounted 
for as excreted in the urine, leaving approximately 8000 mg. of uric acid 
for wliich no accounting could be made. The uric acid present in his 
miscible pool, if unifoimly distributed throughout the water of liis body, 
would require a mean concentration of 35 mg. per cent, or about 4 times 
the concentration found in tliis patient’s serum, an altogether improbable 
figure and far in excess of the expected solubility of uric acid. The magni- 
tude of this pool, in the case of subject A. L., is such as to render improbable 
the assiunption that miscible uric acid, in the gouty subject, is confined to 
uric acid in solution, and it has therefore been concluded that some of the 
urate known to be present in the solid phase as tophi has contributed to 
this pool. 

Whereas there is no reason to doubt the approximate correctness of the 
assumptions initially made in so far as they applj’^ to the normal subjects, 
an additional factor, the presence of urate in the solid phase, must be con- 
sidered in explaining the results obtained with the patients suffering from 
gout. Such deposits were palpablj^ present in subject A. L., and may well 
have occurred in subject B. S. also. That a portion of the material in the 
solid phase, presumably in the superficial layers, contributed to the rapidly 
miscible pool, has already been indicated, but it is noteworthy that the 18 
gm. of uric acid estimated to be present in the miscible pool of uric acid in 
patient A. L. fell far short of clinical estimates of the mass of visible and 
palpable tophi. 

The possibility must therefore be entertained of a large reseivoir of 
initially non-isotopic urate present in the solid phase, which equilibrates 
slowly with the uric acid present in the rapidly miscible pool. Such a 
process would result in a gradual replacement of isotopic uric acid in the 
pool by non-isotopic uric acid and would be indistinguishable, in our type 
of experiment, from the dilution of isotope in the pool incident to the in- 
troduction of newly formed uric acid. The turnover values computed for 
the gouty patients may therefore be taken as representing the sums of these 
two processes and, in the absence of other evidence, the contribution of the 
individual processes cannot be evaluated. Experiments are currently 
under wajq designed to studj'’ the occurrence of equilibration between plasma 
uric acid and tophi in the gouty individual. 

SUMMAEY 

Isotopic (N^®) uric acid has been administered in a single intravenous in- 
jection to three noimal and two gouty subjects maintained on a low purine 
diet, and the isotope concentration of the urinary uric acid followed for a 
time thereafter. 

Analysis of the results obtained from the normal subjects reveals that the 
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injected uric acid was promptly diluted by a miscible pool of uric acid con- 
taining about 1200 mg. The rate of formation of uric acid was calculated 
from the rate of fall of isotope concentration and was found to exceed the 
rate of urinary excretion of uric acid by 20 per cent or more. Evidence is 
presented for the view that a portion of uric acid undergoes catabolic 
breakdoBTi in man. 

In the gouty subjects studied the miscible pool of body uric acid was 
found to be up to 15 times larger than in the nonnal, so large as to require 
that a portion of the solid phase urates, joint deposits and tophi, be in- 
cluded in this pool. 

The authors wish to acknowledge the assistance of Dr. Sidney Solowaj" 
and Mr. Franic J. Rennie in conducting the isotope analyses, and Mrs. 
Eleanor Schroeder in the preparation of samples. They are also indebted 
to Dr. G. W. Thom for helpful criticism and constructive aid. 
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A MICROCOLORIMETRIC METHOD FOR THE 
DETERMINATION OF CITRIC ACID 

II A NOTE ON THE SUBSTITUTION OF FERROUS SULFATE 
FOR HYDRAZINE SULFATE AS THE REDUCING AGENT* 

Bt HERTHA H. TAUSSKY 

(From the Department of Medicine, Cornell University Medical College and The New 

York Hospital, New York) 

(Received for publication, Julj' 15, 1949) 

In 1947 we (1) described a microcolorimetric method, with a range of 
sensitivity from 10 to 60 y, for the determination of citric acid in small 
samples of blood and urine. This method was based on the conversion of 
citric acid to pentabromoacetone and on the subsequent reaction between 
pentabromoacetone and alcoholic sodium iodide with the development of 
a yellow color comple.v. 

Hydrazine sulfate was utilized at two stages in this procedure for the 
reduction of free bromine and manganese dioxide. This reagent, which 
was originallj" introduced by Goldberg and Bemheim (2), was very satis- 
factory for this purpose. Unfortunately, the prolonged use of this reducing 
agent led to the development of undesirable skin reactions in several of the 
laboratory workers. This prompted a search for an alternative reducing 
agent which might be free of this objectionable feature. A number of 
substances were tested on both blood and urine samples, two of which were 
most promising. Hydroxjdamine proved satisfactory for the analysis of 
citric acid in urine, but gave results with blood plasma or serum which 
were about twice as high as those obtained with hydrazine. Arsenic tri- 
oxide in 18 per cent solution gave the same result as did h 3 '’drazine, and 
equally good recoveries of added citric acid. However, the toxicity of this 
reagent militated against its adoption. 

We then explored the suitability of a procedure which had been recom- 
mended bj"- Pucher, Sherman, and Vickerj" (3) for this purpose; viz., the 
addition of ferrous sulfate in excess. 

Goldberg and Bemheim (2), in the development of their method for the 
determination of citric acid, substituted hj’-drazine sulfate for ferrous sul- 
fate to avoid certain difiBculties encountered in the use of the latter reagent. 
They found it difficult to distinguish the end-point when ferrous svdfate 
■was used, inasmuch as the color of the resulting ferric salt was indistinguish- 

* Aided by grants from the Committee on Research in Endocrinologj- of the Na- 
tional Research Council and the United States Public Health Service. The tech- 
nical assistance of B. Kepes, S. Sherman, and C. Sonn is gratefully acknowledged. 
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able from that of free bromine. This objection has now been overcome by 
the use of a constant amount of a saturated solution of ferrous sulfate. 
This was determined experimentally to be about twice the amount required 
for complete reduction of the free bromine and manganese dioxide present 
under the analytical conditions of the method. Diu’ing the next step of 
the procedure, which consists of the extraction of the pentabromoacetone 
udth heptane, the iron sulfates which arc insoluble in heptane remain be- 
hind in the aqueous phase. 

Our microcolorimetric method has been modified in the follo\ving manner 
by substitution of ferrous sulfate for hy^drazine sulfate as the reducing agent. 

TABIiE I 


Comparison of Citric Acid Determination in Plasma with Hydrazine and 

Ferrous Sulfate 


Plasma No. 

1 Citric acid j 

Difference 

Hydrazine 

Ferrous sulfate 


me. ter cent 

me. per cent 

per cent 

1 

1.9 

1.6 

-15 

2 

2.1 

2.0 

-5 

3 

2.2 

2.2 

0 

4 

3.3 

3.4 

-t-3 

5 

1.8 

1.6 

-11 

0 

2.4 

2.1 

-12 

7 

3.4 

3.3 

-3 

8 

1.8 

1.8 

0 

9 

1.7 

1.7 

0 

10 

2.5 

2.2 

-12 


Ferrous Sulfate Reagent — K saturated solution of FeS 04 - 7 H 20 (about 
40 gm. diluted to 100 cc. of solution with the addition of 1 cc. of approxi- 
mately 2 N H2SO4) is freshly prepared before use. It is shaken for 5 min- 
utes to insure saturation. 

Preliminary Bromination — Preliminary bromination is carried out as 
previously'- described up to the point at which excess free bromine is re- 
moved by reduction. After the mixture has reached room temperature, 
the bromine fumes are removed by suction. 2 cc. of the ferrous sulfate 
solution are added and the mixture is shalcen. The procedure is then con- 
tinued as previously’- described. 

Oxidation of Citric Acid to Pentabromoacetone — 2.5 cc. of KMiiOj are 
added instead of 2.0 cc., as originally described, as the larger amount re- 
sults in a more rapid formation of the manganese suspension. After stand- 
ing in the water bath at about 18° for 30 minutes, suction is again applied 





H. H. TAtJSSKY 


197 


to remove bromine fumes. 6 ce. of ferrous sulfate solution are added, and 
the mixture is shaken and allowed to stand for about 3 minutes. Pre- 
cautions must be taken to insure the complete reduction of free bromine 
which may adhere to the sides of the stopper. Suction is again applied 

Table II 


Comparison of Citric Acid Belerminalton in Urine with Hydrazine and 

Ferrous Sulfate 


1 

Urine No. 

1 

J 

Urine 

Citric add per 24 hrs. 

1 Dificrence 

Hydrazine 

Ferrous sulfate 


cc. 

mg. 

ir.g. 

per cent 

1 

0.1 

468 

417 

-11 

2 

0.6 

454 

426 

-6 

3 

0.6 

423 

390 

-8 

4 

0.6 

316 

297 

-6 

5 

1.0 

254 

233 

-8 

6 

1.0 1 

243 

222 

-9 

7 

1.0 ' 

260 

242 

-7 

8 

1.0 

226 

201 

-11 


Table III 


Recovery of Citric Acid Added to Plasma and Urine 


Sample No, 

Citric sdd added 

Citric add found 

Citric add recovered 


r 

! T 

i per cent 

Plasma 1 

! 0 

17.8 


“ 1 

4.6 

22.6 

104 

" 1 

9.2 

26.8 

98 

“ 2 

0 

28.0 


“ 2 

23.7 

51.3 

98 

Urine 1 

0 

20.3 


" 1 i 

10 

31.1 

108 

" 1 

20 

39.0 

94 

“ 1 

30 

47.8 

92 


to remove any traces of bromine in the air space above the solution before 
the final e.xtraction vdth heptane. 


Results 

A comparison of the values obtained in mine and blood uitb hydrazine 
and ferrous sulfate as reducing agents is given in Tables I and II. In 
Table III the results are given of recovei^^ e.\-periments of citric acid added 
to plasma and urine, by using ferrous sulfate. 
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The recovery of added citric acid with ferrous sulfate is the same as that 
previously obtained with hydrazine. It will be noted, however, that, in 
both blood and urine, lower Amlues are found with ferrous sulfate than vith 
hydrazine. This would suggest that, of the two, ferrous sulfate is a more 
specific reducing agent for tliis reaction. 

In our original description of the method in which hydrazine was used, 
we stated that it was possible to interrupt the analysis after the prelim- 
inary bromination, and prior to extraction of this reaction mixture with 
heptane. 

With the substitution of ferrous sulfate, it has been found that an oc- 
casional plasma specimen, the analysis of which has been interrupted at this 
point and refrigerated overnight, will yield slightly higher citric acid values 
of the order of 0.2 to 0.5 mg. per cent. Hence, this procedure is not recom- 
mended for plasma, but it may be used with urine. If a plasma analysis 
cannot be completed up to the final heptane extract on the same day, it is 
recommended that the trichloroacetic acid filtrate be prepared and kept 
refrigerated. 

I wish to express my appreciation to Dr. Ephraim Shorr for his constant 
advice and encouragement. 


SUMMARY 

In the microcolorimetric citric acid method which W'e have previously 
described, the continuous use of h 3 ’'drazine sulfate as the reducing agent 
often led to undesirable skin reactions. A saturated solution of ferrous 
sulfate, as previously introduced by Pucher, Sherman, and Vicker}’-, was 
found to be a satisfactory and innocuous substitute. 

The appropriate conditions have been described for the use of ferrous 
sulfate as the reducing agent in this microcolorimetric method.- 
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FURTHER STUDIES ON THE METABOLISM OF S-HYDROXY- 
ANTHRANILIC ACID BY RAT LIVER SLICES AND 
HOMOGENATES 


By B. S. SCHWEIGERT and MONA M. MARQUETTE 

{From the. Division of Biochemistry and Nutrition, American Meat Institute F oundation, 
and the Department of Biochemistry, University of Chicago, Chicago) 

(Received for publication, July 15, 1949) 

Previous studies (1) demonstrated that 3-hydroxyanthranilate, an inter- 
mediate in the metabolism of tryptophan, was converted by liver slices to 
compounds possessing nicotinic acid activity for the test organism Lacto- 
hacillus arahinosus 17-5. The nicotinic acid analyses were made after 
acid treatment of the samples. These studies have been extended to 
determine the effect of the amount of tissue used, time of incubation, addi- 
tion of certain enzyme inhibitors, and of anaerobic conditions on the ap- 
parent conversion of 3-hydroxyanthranilate to nicotinic acid. Different 
treatments of the incubation mixture, namely N H2SO4, glacial acetic acid, 
or N NaOH prior to nicotinic acid analysis, have demonstrated the complex 
nature of the end-products produced. The data indicate, however, that 
appreciable quantities of quinolinic acid are produced. These results are 
reported in this paper. 


EXPERBtEaiTAL 

Unless indicated otherwise, liver tissue from young adult rats was used 
as the enzyme source. Liver slices and liver homogenates were prepared 
and incubated in Warburg vessels at 37° in the presence of the substrate 
and 3 ml. of Krebs-Ringer-phosphate buffer (pH 7.4). The S-hydrojgr. 
anthranilic acid used was synthesized as described by Nyc and Mitchell (2). 
The nitro derivative was reduced according to the method of Ewins (3).* 
The recrystallized material was dissolved in buffer and 1 mg. was added 
per flask. When experiments were conducted with Ns as the gas phase, the 
substrate was added as a homogenized suspension in 0.3 ml. of buffer to 
the side arm and was tipped into the center compartment after flushing 
the system with N2. 

After incubation the content of the flasks was transferred to Erlemneyer 
flasks and 10 ml. of N H 5 SO 4 added. The samples were autoclaved for 
30 minutes, and after neutralization and dilution, the nicotinic acid activity 
was determined with L. arahinosus as the test organism. Control flasVg 

' We are indebted to Dr. L. M. Henderson, University of Illinois, for supplying 
some of the 3-hydroxj'anthranilic acid used in these studies. 

199 



200 


S-HYDROXYANTHRANILIC ACID METABOLISM 


without added substrate were included in each series and the nicotinic 
acid contributed by the enzjune preparation detennined. Corrections for 
these blanlc values, which approximated 40 7 for 300 mg. of liomogenate, 
were made in all cases. The substrate incubated without the enzyme 
preparation showed no nicotinic acid activity. 

The possibility of quinolinic acid being a product of the enzyme system 
from rat liver was investigated, since quinolinic acid is excreted by rats fed 
tryptophan or 3-hydroxyanthranilic acid (4). Glacial acetic acid was 
shown to be more effective in decarboxylating quinolinic acid than treat- 
ment with 1 or 2 N acid. The incubation mixtures were made to a volume 
of 10 ml. and equal aliquots treated with n H2SO4 or with glacial acetic 
acid. 5 ml. aliquots of the incubation mixture were heated to boiling to 
coagulate the proteins, filtered, and evaporated to dryness. Glacial acetic 
acid (0.5 ml.) was then added, the mixture autoclaved for 30 minutes, and 
the nicotinic acid produced determined as described above. Control tests 
were treated in the same manner. 

The enzyme inhibitors studied were added to the main compartment of 
the Warburg vessels prior to the addition of the enz 5 Tne preparation. Con- 
trol tests were conducted to show that these additions did not inhibit the 
growth of L. arahinosus. Detailed conditions applicable to the individual 
experiments are sho^vn in Tables I to IV. 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Liver slices as compared to homogenates as the euzjane source were 
investigated. The tissues were homogenized in a Potter-El vehjem 
homogenizer in Krebs-Ringer-phosphate buffer. It was found that liver 
homogenates were a good source of the enzyme system (Table I). The 
conversion of substrate to nicotinic acid by slices and homogenates ranged 
from 5.1 to 6.7 per cent, which is in good agreement with previous results 
obtained with liver slices (1). No conversion occurred with the use of 
boiled tissue preparations. 

It was of interest to examine the test conditions wth respect to the 
amount of tissue used and the time of incubation. In these tests com- 
parative sample treatments after incubation (n H2SO4 and glacial acetic 
acid) were used. As shown in Table II, the amount of nicotinic acid 
produced from the substrate increased in a linear fashion as the amount 
of tissue was increased to approximately 75 mg. of tissue per flask, as 
determined with both sample treatments. 

Larger quantities of nicotinic acid were found, however, after glacial 
acetic acid treatment than after n H2SO4 treatment, indicating that appre- 
ciable amounts of quinolinic acid were produced by this enzyme system 
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from 3-hydroxyantliranilate.' The ratios of the values obtained after 
acetic acid treatment as compared to HaSO^ treatment were reasonably 

Table I 

Relative Effectiveness of Liver Slices and Homogenates in Converting S-Hydroxy- 
anihranilate to Nicotinic Acid-Aclivc Compounds 


1 mg. of S-hydroxj’anthranilate, 300 mg. of tissue; 3 hours incubation at 37°; 
treatment with n HjSOi. 


liver sample 

Nicotinic add 
produced 

Per cent conver- 
1 sion, molar basis 

Slices 

y 

53.6 

6.62 


64.4 

6.73 

i 

51.4 

6.35 

" (boiled) 

2 

0.25 


2 

0,25 

Homogenate 

50.2 

6.20 


41.3 

5.08 


46.7 

6.77 


Table II 

Effect of Tissue Concentration and Sample Treatment on Amount of Nicotinic Acid 

Produced 


1 mg. of 3-hydroxyanthranilate per flask; incubation at 37° for 2 hours. 


Homogerured liver per 

Nicotinic add produced 

m 

N HiSOi treatment 
(a) 

1 CHiCOOH treatment 
(6) 

W 


y 

y 


10 

7.1 

40.2 

i 5.6 

25 

13.4 

87.1 

6.5 

50 

27.7 

163.3 

5.9 

75 

42.3 

278.0 

6.6 

100 

45.7 

340.7 

7.5 

150 

46.5 

312.0 

6.7 

200 

38.4 

269.4 

7.0 

300 

43.6 

336.0 

7.7 


constant, ranging from 5.6 when 10 mg. of tissue were used to 7.7 when 
300 mg. were added per flask. 

These results suggested that glacial acetic acid treatment gave a more 

’ Dr. L. M. Henderson (private communication) has also observed that appreci- 
able quantities of quinolinic acid are produced from 3-hydroxjmnthranilate by a 
Eiimlar enzyme system. 
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sensitive measurement of the quinolinic acid produced than did H2S04 
treatment in that greater amounts of nicotinic acid were produced and 
that the relative values obtained with both treatments reflected tlie amount 
of tissue added. Other te.sts were conducted to deteimine how much free 
and bound nicotinic acid was foimed from 3-hydroxyanthranilate by this 
system. The analysis of water extracts and extracts treated with NaOH 
(which releases bound nicotinic acid (or amide) but does not decarbo.xylate 
quinolinic acid) revealed that relativcl}'- small amounts of free or bound 
nicotinic acid were produced. The amounts found (2 7 or less) were within 
the error of measurement of nicotinic acid. It may be concluded, there- 
fore, that quinolinic acid or other compounds capable of foiming nicotinic 
acid derivatives active for L. arahinosus when treated with n H2SO4 or, 
more effectively, when treated with glacial acetic acid but not by N NaOH, 
are the major products of this .system. 

It should be pointed out, however, that the production of small amounts 
of nicotinic acid bj'' the enzyme system from 3-hydroxyanthranilate would 
be physiologically significant. As an alternate mechanism, the e.xcess 
3-hydrox5’’anthranilate may be metabolized by the animal to quinolinic 
acid, which is excreted. Since the end-products of this S3^stem are ap- 
parently veiy complex, the products of the reaction are referred to through- 
out this paper as nicotinic acid-active compounds or the equivalent, 
although it is recognized that they are not the major products of the .system 
but are the compounds measured bj'’ L. arabinosus. 

Other studies conducted on the effect of time of incubation revealed 
that maximal values were obtained in 30 to 60 minutes when deteimined 
with H2SO4 treatment and within 5 minutes time with CH3COOH treat- 
ment. Further, the values were lower in many cases when the incubation 
period was prolonged, as determined by CH3COOH treatment. This is 
in contrast to the definite increases noted in the values obtained with 
H2S04 treatment after the 30 minute tests. For example, after incubating 
for 5 minutes the values obtained by H2SO4 and CH3COOH treatment were 
12 and 185 7, respectively; after incubating for 30 minutes, 23 and 119 y, 
respectively. The basic data for these experiments are shovm in Table 
III. These findings illustrate the differences in the nature of the end- 
products of the reaction present at different time intervals of incubation. 
This seems apparent, since, if quinolinic acid were the only product 
present in quantity at a given time, the relative values obtained by 
H2SO4 and CH3COOH treatment would reflect the quantities present. 
Further, the excess of homogenized liver present (300 mg.) may have 
contributed additional enzyme systems capable of metabolizing quinolinic 
acid to compounds released at different rates by the sample treat- 
ments used. 
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No significant inhibition in the conversion of S-hydroxj'anthranilate to 
nicotinic acid metabolites was observed when the following enzyme in- 
hibitors were added: NaCN (0.001 m final concentration), sodiiun arsenite 
(0.01 At), dinitrophenol (0.0001 Ai), or NaF (0.02 ai) with either sample 
treatment.^ In one experiment the conversion was increased when cyanide 
was added and more strikingly when arsenite was added. The latter ob- 
servation may be of significance in that arsenite has been shown, to inhibit 
oxidative decarboxylations (5). This inhibition may have reduced the 

Table III 

Effect of Time of Incubation and Sample Treatment on Apparent Conversion of S- 
Hydroxyanthranilate to Nicotinic Acid 


1 mg. of 3-hydroxyantliramlate, 300 mg. of homogenized liver per flask. 


Time of incubation 

Nia)timc acid produced per flask 

N HiSOi treatment 

CHiCOOH treatment 

tntn. 

y 

T 

30 

53.6 


120 

67.5 


5 

12 

185 

15 

20 

125 

30 

23 

119 

60 

26 

155 

120 

22 

99 

5 

25 

221 

30 

44 

165 

5 

27 

216 

30 

40 

195 


amoimt of breakdown of quinolinic acid to other metabolic products inac- 
tive in the test system for nicotinic acid. 

An extensive series of experiments was conducted with Ns as the gas 
phase. In every instance a reduction in the amount of nicotinic acid 
produced was observed with Ns, as determined by HsSOi treatment of the 
samples. This reduction ranged from 30 to 88 per cent in individual ex- 
periments and was observed both for liver shoes and homogenates. The 
results obtained on aliquots of the same incubation mixtures after glacial 
acetic acid treatment were more variable, however. In several instances 
no change in the enzyme actmty was noted with Ns after this treatment. 
Similar results on the effect of Ns were obtained for liver preparations 
from normal and fasted rats. When smaller amounts of tissue were used 
(50 mg.) the effect of Ns was consistent as determined with both sample 

’ We are indebted to Dr. A. L. Lehmnger for his suggestions on these experiments. 
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treatments. Data to illustrate these observations are shown in Table IV. 
One of the most striking differences observed due to sample treatment 
was as follows; air (H 2 SO 4 ) 36.6 y; N 2 (H 2 SO 4 ) 10.0 7 ; air (CH 3 COOH) 
178 7 ; and No (CH 3 COOI-I) 190 7 . Since quinolinic acid is more highly 
oxidized than 3 -hydroxyanthranilate, traces of oxygen present may have 
been sufficient for the transformation to occur. No reduction in the con- 

Table IV 


Effect of Ni Atmosphere on Production of Nicotinic Acid Derivatives 
1 mg. of 3-hydroxyanthranilate, 300 mg. of homogenized tissue per flask; 2 hours 
incubation. 


Gas phase 

Nicotinic acid produced per flask 

N II 5 SO 1 treatment 

CILCOOH treatment 


y 

y 

Air 

29 

136 


35 

202 

Nj 

14.4 

183 


14.4 

188 

Air* 

41.6 

226 


38.6 

206 

N.* 

11.5 

184 


10.0 

34 

Air 

29 

125 

N 2 

6.1 

121 


3.5 

121 

Airt 

18.1 

112 

Nj 

4.8 

35 

Air*t 

47.2 

238 

N2*t 

11.5 

57 


* Tissue from rats fasted for 48 hours, 
t 50 mg. of homogenized liver per flask. 


version was observed with N 2 when liver preparations from fasted rats 
were used (Table IV). 

These results, in addition to those obseiwed when the incubation time 
was varied, emphasize the variable nature of the end-products produced 
by this system. 

It should be emphasized that the conversion has been calculated with 
nicotinic acid as the end-product, but with the recognition that quinolinic 
acid is apparently one of the major products and is a precursor of compounds 
possessing nicotinic acid activity for the test organism. Thus, assuming 
quinolinic acid as the end-product, the amounts produced are increased 
by a factor of 1.36. The high activity of the system is readily apparent. 
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as with the conditions used conversions of 3-hydroxyanthraniIate to quino- 
linic acid up to 50 per cent of theoretical on a molar basis have been ob- 
served. 

These studies have emphasized the complexity of the enzyme system, 
and further work with a more purified enzyme system will aid in establishing 
the cofactor requirements and the nature of the end-products produced 
from 3-hydroxyanthranilate and other intermediates in the metabolism of 
tryptophan to nicotinic acid and related compounds. 

SDAMART 

The conversion by liver slices and homogenates of 3-hydroxyanthranilate 
to nicotinic acid-active compounds after acid treatment has been studied. 

Investigations on the natirre of the end-products indicated that con- 
siderable quantities of quinolinic acid were produced by this system. A 
peater amount of compounds possessing nicotinic acid activity for the test 
organism, LaddbaciUus arabinosus, was produced by glacial acetic acid 
treatment than by N HsSOi treatment. Other studies showed that rela- 
tively little free or bound nicotinic acid as such was produced. 

A reduction in the conversion of 3-hydroxyanthranilate occurred when 
Nj was used as the gas phase. This was consistent when sr H2SO4 treatment 
was used but was not observed in all cases after glacial acetic acid treat- 
ment. None of several inhibitors used decreased the conversion. 

The enzymic nature of the system was studied with respect to tissue 
concentration, time of incubation, etc. 

The studies conducted indicate that variable amounts of nicotinic acid- 
active compoimds are produced in certain tests by this system after glacial 
acetic acid or n H2SO4 treatment and emphasize the complex nature of the 
substances produced. 

The reaction, assuming quinolinic acid as the end-product, is very active 
as measured after glacial acetic acid treatment (up to 50 per cent con- 
version of added 3-hydroxyanthranilate on a molar basis). 
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BIOCHEMICAL STUDIES OF VIRUS REPRODUCTION 

II. CHEMICAL COMPOSITION OF ESCHERICHIA COLI BACTERIOPHAGE 

T, AND ITS HOST* 

Bt LLOYD M. KOZLOFF axd FRANK W. PUTNAM 
{From the Department of Biochemistry, University of Chicago, Chicago) 

(Received for publication, May 7, 1949) 

Chemical analj'-sis (1-3) and physicochemical studies (4-6) of closely 
related Escherichia coli bacteriophages have posed several fundamental 
problems regarding the nature of bacterial viruses: (a) Ta phage is reported 
to differ in stability, size, and chemical composition, depending upon 
whether the source is nutrient broth or synthetic medium lysates (4, 5), 
The greater size and enhanced lability of phage from the latter medium 
have been attributed to a coating of desoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) (2, 
7). (6) In the stability range T 2 and Te coliphages sediment with one or 
two boundaries according to the pH or Ca++ content of the solution (4-6). 
(c) Disagreements exist as to whether the P of Tj phage is wholly ac- 
counted for as desoxyribonucleic acid or whether ribonucleic acid (RNA) 
and other phosphorylated compounds are also present (1-3, 8, 9). 

The first paper in this series (6) described the preparation and prop- 
erties of E. coli bacteriophage Ter*".* Study of this virus in the ultracen- 
trifuge and In the electron microscope has established its similarity in 
size and morphology to bacteriophage Tj (6, 9). We have previously 
reported (6) an electrophoretic analysis of Te bacteriophage which re- 
vealed that preparations of phage obtained from broth or synthetic me- 
dium contained a single major component and that this had the same 
pH mobility curve. Whereas phage prepared from broth medium usually 
had a single moving boundar)^ phage from synthetic medium contained 
a small amount of rapidly migrating material, which has now been iso- 
lated and identified as DNA. This suggests that the apparent differences 
between phage preparations from the two media are due primarily to 
adsorbed DNA. 

By use of a modified procedure of differential centrifugation described 
herein, it has now been possible to prepare Te bacteriophage which is 
electrophoretically homogeneous over the whole pH stability range (pH 
5.0 to 8.6) and which is apparently free of host antigen. The purified 

* Aided by a grant of The National Foundation for Infantile Paralysis, Inc. 

‘ The term r+, to be understood hereafter for Ts phage, denotes the wild type 
strain which forms small plaques on overnight incubation at room temperature (10). 
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virus sediments with a single sharp boundary at pH 4.9 to about 6.5. 
Depending on the age of the material and the ionic environment, two 
ultracentrifugal components are observed at pH 6.5 or higher. This 
phenomenon will be the subject of a later communication. 

This paper presents the results of chemical analysis of bacteriophage Te 
prepared from nutrient broth and from synthetic medium lysates. For 
purposes of comparison, analyses are given for the bacterial host cultured 
on these media. 


EXPERIMENTAL 

Materials and Methods — The bacteriophage was grovm by infection of 
nutrient broth or synthetic medium cultures of E. colt and was purified 
and assayed for activity by methods previously described (6). The 
supercentrifuge was used for preliminary concentration of the phage 
from lysates from both types of media. In the first e.\periments differ- 
ential centrifugation at 2000 X g and 20,000 X g was employed for puri- 
fication of the supercentrifuge concentrates of broth phage, while ethanol 
fractionation was used with the synthetic medium phage (6). In later 
work the S3mthetic medium phage was purified by differential centrifuga- 
tion at 2000 X g for 15 minutes and 10,000 X g for 1 hour. Less destruc- 
tion of the virus occurred at the lower speed, and impurities having sedi- 
mentation constants of 300 and 400 Svedberg units were eliminated by 
this procedure. Synthetic medium phage prepared by this method was 
essentially homogeneous in the electrophoresis cell and in the ultracentri- 
fuge. 

Electrophoresis was carried out as already described (6). Sedimenta- 
tion rates were measured in the Spinco electrically driven analytical 
ultracentrifuge, ^ the rotor of which has a diameter of 6.5 cm. as measured 
to the center of the cell. Photographs were taken at interr'als of 2 min- 
utes at a rotor speed of 12,590 r.p.m.® 

Chemical Analysis 

Elementary Analysis — A. purified preparation of phage (infectivitj’’ about 
10-15.9 Qf pej. plaque-forming particle) wns ^alj'-zed against distilled 
water and lyophilized. The poor solubility of the lyopliilized product 
made it suitable only for elementary analysis. The N content of lyo- 
philized phage, dried to constant weight over PjOb, was 13.2 per cent by 
the micro-Kjeldahl method and 13.44 per cent by the Dumas method."' 

= Model E, Specialized Instruments Corporation, Belmont, California. 

“ We are indebted to Dr. E. S. G. Barron of the Department of Medicine, Uni- 
versity of Chicago, for making available to us the electrophoresis apparatus and the 
ultracentrifuge used in this investigation, and to Mr. Eugene Goldwasser for per- 
forming the electrophoretic analysis. 

* Dumas N analj^sis by Dr. J. F. Alicino, Metuchen, New York. 
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All other ana^'ses reported herein were obtained with Saline or buffered 
solutions of phage, for dialysis against water is reported to disrapt a 
limiting membrane-like structure with possible loss of normal phage 
constituents (4, 8).* 

Nucleic Acid Analysis of Whole Phage— The question of the possible 
presence of RNA in To bacteriophage was examined both by direct colori- 
metric analysis of whole phage for nucleic acids and by chemical fractiona- 
tion of virus P. However, for reasons considered in the “Discussion,” the 
majority of analyses was made by the latter procedure with confirmatory 
nucleic acid color determinations on the separated fractions. DNA was 
determined by the specific cysteine method of Stumpf (11) by using the 
Coleman spectrophotometer or Eveljm photoelectric colorimeter at 490 
m/i. DNA, prepared from thymus by the method of Hammarsten (12), 
was employed as a standard, its concentration being determined by P 
analysis with the conversion factor 10.1. Ribonucleic acid was esti- 
mated by the orcinol method of Mejbaum (13) with ribose or a com- 
mercial preparation of ribonucleic acid as a standard. The Gomori 
modification of the Fiske-Subbarow method was used for P analysis (14). 

Phosphorus Partition of Phage — ^The P distribution of purified phage in 
solution was measured by a combination of the partition methods of 
Schneider (15) and of Schmidt and Tbannhauser (16). Both methods 
give values for acid-soluble P and alcohol-soluble P (hereafter designated 
fractions I and II). The former procedure separates the phosphoprotein 
(or residue P) (fraction W) from a fraction (III) containing RNA and 
DNA. The latter method precipitates DNA (fraction HI') and yields 
a fraction (IV') containing RNA plus phosphoprotein. By difference 
two values are obtained for RNA (i.e. IV' — IV, and III— IIP) and, 
unless otherwise indicated, the average is given in the Tables II to IV. 
When possible, the RNA content of the separated fractions was also 
determined by the orcinol method and DNA estimated by the cysteine 
method. The limitations of partition procedures yielding RNA as a value 
obtained by difference were recognized, as was the possibility that this 
fraction might contain metaphosphate or other phosphate. The latter 
was excluded in several samples by demonstration that the rate of color 
development in the orcinol reaction of the reputed RNA fraction was 
similar to that of ribose-3-phosphate (17).* 

' The value for the N content given above thus may not include acid-soluble 
N, which amounts to about 6 per cent of the total N. 

' While the procedures employed for separation of the nucleic acids from other 
P compounds were first developed for mammalian tissues, they have already been 
applied to bacteria by sevcr.al authors (1, 2). Their applicability to phage is in- 
dicated by the fact that the j\':P ratio of the nucleic acid fraction obtained by hot 
trichloroacetic acid extraction in the Schneider procedure was 1.6S, in good agree- 
ment with the N:P ratio found for highly purified DNA (18). 
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Results 

Identification of Impurity in Synthetic Medium Phage — The impurity 
in early preparations of synthetic medium phage Tc, which migrated with 
a high mobility nearly independent of pH (—10 X 10“'’ cm." volt“^ sec.“'), 
was isolated by electrophoretic separation and identified as DNA. Four 
experiments, all with synthetic medimn phage purified by ethanol frac- 
tionation, were carried out in the 11 ml. separation cell at pH 5.2, 6.4, 
7.6, and 8.6, respectively. For the latter two experiments photograplis 
of the boundaries just before separation are given in Fig. 1. The fast 




i 
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Fig. 1 . Electrophoretic purification of E. coli bacteriophage Tc in the 11 ml. separa- 
tion cell. Upper diagrams, synthetic medium phage purified by ethanol precipita- 
tion and electrolyzed at pH 7.60 for 21,000 seconds at 1.22 volts per cm. Lower 
diagrams, the same at pH 8.58 after 10,000 seconds at 4.11 volts per cm. The hori- 
zontal arrows indicate the direction of migration; left ascending (A), right descend- 
ing (D). The tail of the arrow signifies the position of the starting boundary. 
Vertical arrows denote a fast moving impurit}'' identified as DNA (see the text). 
The vertical bar represents the sliding glass surfaces dividing the middle section 
of the cell into two compartments. 


moving component, indicated by the arrows, tvas isolated in the ascending 
limb, the slow moving component in the descending limb. 

The ultraviolet light absorption spectrum of the isolated fast moving 
component on the ascending side was characteristic of nucleic acids, with 
a maximum at 260 mp and a minimum at 240 mp. In three instances 
material sufficient for analysis was obtained, giving the following values 
for DNA by the specific cysteine method; 11, 50, and 51 y per ml. The 
color in the orcinol reaction could be nearly accounted for by the content 
of DNA. In the one instance in which sufficient material was obtained 
for analysis for both types of nucleic acid as well as for direct P analysis, 
the ratio of DNA P to total P was 0.98. On the basis of these data, as 
well as from the electrophoretic mobility (6), the fast moving component 
was identified as DNA. On the basis of infectivity measurements and 
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P content, per virus particle the slow moving component isolated on the 
descending side vas identified as bacteriophage (see Table I). 

Chemical Analysis of Ts Bacteriophage from Syntheiie Medium — Pre- 
vious ultracentrifuge studies of bacteriophages (4, 5) have utilized the 
ultraviolet light absorption method Avhich is less sensitive for the detec- 
tion of heterogeneity than the schlieren method. An electrieall}" driven 
analytical ultracentrifuge equipped Avith a schlieren optical sj^stem be- 
came available to us only after preparation of broth phage had been dis- 
continued. P partition analyses har'-e, hoAvever, been made on three 
large samples of sjmthetic medium phage Avhich 3 delded single sharp 
sedimenting boundaries in XaCl-acetate buffer at pH 5.0 and 5.8. Sedi- 
mentation velocitj'^ diagrams of these preparations are shown in Fig. 2. 
Electrophoretic patterns given in Fig. 3 indicate the absence of impurities 


Table I 

Properties of Electrophorclically Separated Fast and Slow Fractions of Ethanol 
Concentrates of E. coli Bacteriophage 



pH of electrophoretic separation 



pH 5.18 

pH 7.60 1 

pH 8.58 

Titer, phage per j 

Original 

1.6 X 10'2 

2.1 X 10'= 

3.0 X 10'2 

ml. I 

Fast component 

1.9 X 10"> 

1.1 X 10’ 

3.1 X 10’ 


Slow 

2.4 X 10" 

3.9 X 10" 

5.1 X 10" 

Infectivity, gm. 

Original 

10-15 S2 

10-15 8 

10-16 1 

of N per phage 

P per phage, y X 

Fast component 

Slow 

Original 

10-15 35 

10-15 84 

4.5 

7.4 

4.6 

10'^ 

Fast component 

28 

100, ca. 

187 


such as non-constituent DXA. It should be pointed out, hoAvever, that 
these preparations jneld two sedimenting boundaries (S 20 = about 800 
and S 20 = about 1050 Svedberg units) on standing in either physiological 
saline, pH 6.5, or in saline-A’^eronal buffer, pH 7.4 to 8.6. This double 
boundary phenomenon has previouslj’- been obseiwed for T 2 phage (4, 5), 
and a sedimentation velocit 3 ' anal 3 "sis of the phenomenon for Te phage 
will be reported in detail later. In all, some thirt 3 ' ultracentrifuge anal 3 '-- 
ses have been made of the three preparations in a stud 3 ' of the effects of 
pH, ionic environment, age, and concentration on the sedimentation 
behavior of coliphage Te. The two preparations also studied in electro- 
phoresis were apparently homogeneous over the pH stability range (about 
pll 5.0 to 8.6)." Moreover, precipitin ring tests with serial 2-fold dilu- 

■ In this p.iper the term homogeneity is used to indic.nte the presence of a single 
boundary in the ultracentrifuge or in the electrophoresis cell. Deviations from 
more rigid criteria of homogeneity will be considered elsewhere. 
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lions of the phage against pooled specific rabbit antisera to tlie liost E. 
coh, strain B, indicated tlie alisence of normal bacterial antigenic com- 
ponents. 

Prior to phosphate analysis the phage was submitted to prolonged 
dialysis with stirring in order to reduce any adsorbed inorganic phosphate. 



Fig. 2. Ultraceniiifugc cliagi.ams of baclciioisliagc To froih synthetic medium 
The upper seiies icpiesenl a pooled lot of bactciiophagc, 1.S5 mg. of phage per ml- 
in 0 15 ionic strength NaCl-Na acetate buffer, pll 5.0 iMiddlc seiics, lot XXIII-A, 
1.47 mg. o f phage per ml in the same bulTcr. Lower sciics, N'^-labeled bactciiophagc 
(lot N*®-/), 2.0 mg. of phage per ml., in unbuffcicd 0.15 Ai XaCl, pH about 6 5. 
All the iJliotographs weie taken at intervals of 2 minutes at a mean centiifugal 
field of 11, 400 g. In the diagiams sedimentation proceeds from left to light, and the 
light-absorbing region due to opalescence of the virus accompaiiies the sedimenting 
boundaiy. 

The hot trichloroacetic acid extraction was performed twice. The results 
of the analj^ses are given in Table II. Comparison of these figures with 
earlier results indicated that non-DNA P was diminished by the improved 
purification procedure and by the intensive dialj'^sis and repeated acid 
extraction. The percentages of RNA P, residue P, and acid-soluble 
organic P and ribose were small, and varied from preparation to prepara- 
tion. However, the ribose and RNA values were determined independ- 
entlj'- by the orcinol test, and the presence of DNA in the Sclmridt and 
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Thannhauser fraction W' ^Yas excluded by the absence of the specific 
cysteine reaction for DNA. In these preparations the molar ratio of 
acid-soluble organic phosphate to ribose was about 1. The rate of hydrol- 
ysis of the ribose phosphate in these fractions was similar to that found 
for ribose-3-phosphate by the method of Albaum and Umbreit (17). 

1 

' ^ ^ ^ 





Fig. 3. Electrophoretic diagrams of bacteriophage Te from sj-nthetio medium 
Upper three photographs, N^Mabeied bacteriophage (lot N“-I) after electrophoresis 
in 0.1 ionic strength NaCl-cacodylate or NaCl-veronal buffers of pH 6.53, 8.00, 
and 8.60, respectivelj". Lower photograph, bacteriophage lot XXIII-A, after 
electrophoresis in 0.2 ionic strength Na acetate buffer, pH 5.50. The horizontal 
arrows indicate the direction of migration; left ascending, right descending. The 
tail of the arrow signifies the starting boundarj-. The rapidly migrating component 
shown in Fig. 1 was absent in these experiments. Although the photographs were 
taken by infra-red light, a light-absorbing region migrates ndth the phage in con- 
centrated solutions, resulting in lessened exposure and an elevated and uneven 
base-line on the solution side of the boundarj-. The screening effect due to the 
opalescence has been eliminated in photographic reproduction. 

It has not been possible to ascertain whether the inorganic P is adsorbed 
at the surface of the virus particle or whether it represents an internal 
constituent. Phage recovered from the electrophoretic separation cell 
still contains significant amounts of inorganic P. 

Two of the preparations of phage for which data are given in Table II 
(N‘^-I and X‘^-II) were obtained in the course of experiments on the 
precui-sors of virus nucleic acid and protein, with the isotope. The 
details of the isotope experiments will be presented in a later communica- 
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tion, but the results of analytical and physicochemical characterization 
of the purified phage are given below. A yield of 125 ml. of purified 
phage with a titer of 2.4 X 10‘- phage per ml., and an infectivity of 
10-16.95 Qf pej. pbage corresponding to a total of 250 mg. of virus 
were obtained in the first experiment (N^®-I). As indicated in Figs. 2 
and 3, the purified phage gave a single boundary both in electrophoresis 
and in the ultracentrifuge. Two separate P partition analyses were 
performed, one on an aliquot containing 80 mg. of phage. In the latter 
instance the distribution of N among the several fractions was also deter- 


Tablb II 

Dislribution of P and N in E. coli Bacicriophage Tt. from Synthetic 
{Lactate) Medium* 


Fraction 



Lot N>»-I 

Lot N»-II 

Acid-soluble (total) 
(inorganic) 
Alcohol-soluble 

DNA 

RNA 

Residue 

per cent P ' 

1.6 

(0.7) 

1.2 

93.0 

2.6 

1.8 

per cent P | 

3.8 

(1.0) 

0.5 

91. St 
3.4t 

0.7 

per eent P 

0.9 0.7 

(0.2) 

0.8 0.5 

97 

2.4j 

0.9 1.8 

per cent jV' 

5.9 

0.3 

51.2 

42.7 

per eeni N 

5.6 

51.7 

42.8 

Infectivity, gm. N per 

10-15.69 

10-15.91 

]^Q-15,55 


10-15.95 

phage 

Titer, phage per ml. 

1.9 X 10« 

1.7 X 10’9 

2.4 X 10>= 

3.6 X 10'= 


* The column headings refer to preparation numbers. For ultracentrifuge and 
electrophoresis diagrams, see Figs. 2 and 3. The values for each fraction represent 
the per cent of total phage P or N. The figures for inorganic P in parentheses are 
included in total acid-soluble P. 

t The ratio of DNA P to total P = 0.93. 

t Positive orcinol test for RNA; negative cysteine test for DNA. 

mined and is given in Table II, 6th column. In this experiment the 
N:P ratio of the combined nucleic acids (Schneider, fraction III) was 1.74, 
close to the theoretical value of 1.7 (15, 18). Almost 6 per cent of the 
N appeared in the acid-soluble fraction. 

Chemical Analysis of Broth Bacteriophage — All analyses of con- 
centrates of broth phage were made prior to the acquisition of an ultra- 
centrifuge. Some of the samples were homogeneous in electrophoresis 
but, because of the absence of ultracentrifugal characterization, the 
analytical figures for broth phage are considered less reliable than those 
for phage from S3mthetic medium. 

The DNA content of whole broth phage, as estimated by the cysteine 















Table III 

Distribution of P in. E. -coU Bacteriophage T » from Broth Cultures 
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method, averaged 42 per cent. The ratio of DNA P to total P approached 
unity. However, chemical fractionation of the phage revealed the pres- 
ence of acid-soluble P and ribose, as well as of PNA. In the results 
given in Table III the per cent of DNA was relatively constant, but 
markedly lower than that found for phage from synthetic medium (Table 
II). For comparative purposes the results of Taylor (1) for To broth 
phage are included in Table III. 

Electrophoretic analysis indicated that free desoxyribonucleic acid is 
not present as an impurity in these preparations. The marked variation 
in acid-soluble organic P and the apparently higher content of RNA 
in broth phage are to be noted. Incubation of a sample of phage (lot 
XVI) with trypsin, followed by repurification and chemical fractionation, 
had little effect on the phosphate distribution of broth phage (see Table 

Tablit IV 


Dislribution of P in E. coli from Broth and Synthetic Media 


Type of P 

Broth b.icteria* 

Synthetic medium 
bacteriat 


per cent 

per cent 

Acid-solublc 

20.7 ± 2.4 

24.6 ± 1.4 

Alcohol-soluble 

11.1 ± 0.9 

15.7 ± 5.0 

RNA 

4S.6 ± 1.9 

38.4 ± 4.8 

DNA 

13.1 ± 0.1 

22.6 ± 3.5 

Phosphoprotein 

5.2 db 3.0 

4.4 rfc 0.6 

RNA P:DNA P 

3.5 ± 0.1 

1.8 ± 0.4 


* Average of five analyses, 
t Average of four analyses. 


Ill, 3rd column). The P of the precipitated DNA fraction is nearly ac- 
counted for as desoxyribonucleic acid by the cysteine reaction. Although 
the P content of the separated RNA fraction was obtained by difference, 
and only 80 per cent of the P appeared to be combined as ribonucleic 
acid, orcinol color tests were sufficient to exclude DNA as the chief P 
component of this fraction 

Phosphorus Partition of iBacterial Host — The results of P partition of 
E. coli, strain B, grown in nutrient broth or synthetic medium, are pre- 
sented in Table IV. The bacteria were obtained from aerated actively 
growing cultures. For analytical purposes 100 ml. of culture containing 
about 2 X 10^ cells per ml. were employed. The bacterial suspensions 
were chilled, centrifuged in the cold, and washed three times with saline 
before P partition. Comparison of the ratio of RNA P:DNA P reveals 
a striking difference between bacteria from the two media. The ratio of 
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RNA P:DNA P for bacteria gro\ra in broth (3, 5) is similar td the value 
of 3.68 reported by Taylor (1). The ratio for bacteria cultured in syn- 
thetic medium (1.8) differa markedly from the figure of 8.35 calculated 
from Taylor’s data. However, the latter author used glucose rather 
than lactate as a source of carbon for the synthetic medium, and it is well 
known that the chemical composition of E. coli depends on the age of 
the bacteria and the conditions of growth. 

DISCUSSION 

In several recent reviews on the nature of animal and bacterial viruses; 
considerable significance has been attached to the results of chemical 
analysis of the purified agents (2, 8, 19). Some viruses have been found 
to consist only of nucleoproteins, while other larger viruses have appeared 
to contain several additional constituents. Question has arisen, espe- 
cially with regard to the possible presence of both RNA and DNA in 
bacteriophage Tz (1-3) and in some animal viruses (8, 19, 20).® In a 
few instances no criteria of virus purity have been presented; in others, 
the marked limitations of the colorimetric rrfethods of nucleic acid analysis 
have been overlooked. 

In this investigation attention was directed first towards the isolation 
and identification of a rapidly migrating impurity originally discovered 
by electrophoretic analysis (6). Previous study of the action of desoxy- 
ribonuclease in diminishing the viscosity of concentrates of bacteriophages 
Tz and T^ from synthetic medium had suggested that up to 30 per cent 
of the total DNA was present at the surface of the vdrus particle (7). In 
agreement, it has been found by planimetric measurement of the areas in 
electrophoretic diagrams that freely migrating DNA comprised up to 25 
per cent of the total nucleic acid of some preparations of synthetic medium 
phage. In considering the nature and origin of the external DNA, Cohen 
(7) has first reported that “the stability of Tz as a function of DNA . . . 
and the different sizes of Tz in broth and simple medium according to 
Hook et al. strongly suggest a structural r61e of this material.” How- 
ever, he later stated (2) that “it is difficult to say to what extent these 
effects are due to decomposition products of Tzr+.” In view of the fact 
that the DNA is electrophoreticallj’’ separable, the first hypothesis now 

‘ The several authors also disagree in the elementary analytical figures. For 
example, for synthetic medium T- bacteriophage Cohen and Anderson (21) report 
an N content of 11. St per cent and a P content of 3.66 per cent (the latter corre- 
sponding to 36 9 per cent DJsA) However, Taylor (1) found 13.3 per cent N and 
5.22 per cent P, and a DNA content of 44.6 per cent. Such discrepancies may be 
attributed to the lack of demonstration of homogeneity of the phage on the part 
of some authors and to the presence of non-constituent DNA or variable amounts 
of inorganic phosphate. 
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seems untenable. Further, since the impurity is best identified by electro- 
phoretic rather than by ultracentrifugal study, chemical analysis of 
bacteriophage concentrates not submitted to both types of characteriza- 
tion may be subject to a large correction for non-constituent DNA. 

The second possible impurity and a potential source of RNA in bac- 
teriophage concentrates are bacterial debris liberated during Ij'sis. With 
impure preparations of To phage from synthetic medium, up to four ultra- 
centrifugal components have been obsei-vcd, with sedimentation con- 
stants of about 300, 400, 800, and 1000 Svedberg units. The latter two 
components predominate and represent the phage; the former are removed 
by the modified procedure of differential centrifugation -which yields 
vims that is ultracentrifugally monodisperse at pll 5 to 6.5. Although 
impure preparations of Tc bacteriophage ga^'e positive precipitin ring 
tests with anti-F. coli rabbit sera, no evidence of bacterial antigen was 
found for several of the ultracentrifugally homogeneous vims preparations 
submitted to chemical analysis. Such studies are unavailable for T 2 
bacteriophage. 

One object of this investigation was to detennine whether E. coli bac- 
teriophages contain both RNA and DNA, as reported by Taylor (1) for 
T 2 phage, or exclusively DNA, as claimed bj"- Cohen (2, 3) for the same 
phage. Chemical fractionation of the virus phosphorus indicated that 
RNA P accounted for only 2.4 to 3.4 per cent of the total P of the most 
highly purified preparations of synthetic medium Tc bacteriophage ob- 
tained in this study and for 2.3 per cent of the total P of synthetic medium 
T 2 bacteriophage analyzed by Tajdor.® Such low values obtained by 
difference of the P content of other fractions cannot be considered suffi- 
ciently reliable to establish the presence of small amounts of RNA in a 
preparation rich in DNA, even when partially substantiated by the orcinol 
color test on the separated RNA-containing fraction. On the other hand, 
the single criterion used by Cohen for the exclusion of RNA as a con- 
stituent of bacteriophage is likewise inadequate, for the observation that 
the ratio of DNA P detenmined by the diphenylamine reaction to total P 

' Higher values for RNA P were found by chemical fractionation of Te phage 
from broth lysates, and, it is to be noted that, while these were obtained by differ- 
ence, they were substantially conflrmed by the orcinol reaction (Table HI) . Sim- 
ilarly, Taylor (1) reported a higher proportion of RNA P in T- phage from hroth 
lysates and concluded that the chemical composition of T 2 phage depends on the 
culture medium. In this investigation, because of the lack of ultracentrifuge 
characterization of phage from broth medium, no conclusions have been drawn as to 
the significance of the differences in chemical composition found for Tj phage from 
broth and synthetic media. 
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is 0.99 rests on the doubtful assumption that the proportion of purines in 
the phage and in the standard thymus nucleic acid is the same-“ 

The data on the chemical composition of E. coK and Te bacteriophage 
presented herein affirm the striking difference in the distribution of the P 
constituents of the parasite and its host (1). This is in contrast to the 
apparent similarity in amino acid composition of T4 bacteriophage and 
E. coli suggested by a preliminary report (23). As Beard has pointed out 
(8), infection of a unicellular host by the bacteriophages affords a singular 
opportunity for study of the relation of virus constitution to that of its 
host. The data from chemical analysis are in accord with isotope experi- 
ments which indicate that virus reproduction involves an accelerated 
synthesis of desoxyribonucleic acid; for the DNA content of the bacterial 
cell is insufficient to account for the DNA found in the phage liberated 
by lysis (3, 9). A study of the origin of virus P and of the fate of the 
infecting virus particle will be presented elsewhere. Experiments with 
the isotope for further investigation of the mode of virus reproduc- 
tion are now in progress. 


sxmjiAET 

A rapidly migrating impurity found in some preparations of Escherichia 
coli bacteriophage Te has been isolated by electrophoretic separation and 
identified as desoxyribonucleic acid (DNA). The differences in phage 
obtained from broth and synthetic medium are attributed to this non- 
constituent DNA, which is probably adsorbed at the surface of the virus 
but is without structural significance. Electrophoretically and ultra- 
centrifugally homogeneous bacteriophage T® has been prepared from syn- 
thetic medium lysates by a modified procedure of differential centrifuga- 
tion. Chemical analysis of the purified phage indicates that the virus 
consists chiefly of desoxyribonucleoprotein. Although the chemical 
composition of the bacterial host depends upon the mediiun of culture, 
only small differences exist in phage prepared from broth or synthetic 
medium lysates. 

The authors are grateful to Dr. E. A. Evans, Jr., for help and en- 
couragement in this work. 

Since diphenyl amine reacts only w-ith purine nucleotides, use of this method 
for the determination of DNA requires either that the proportion of purines in the 
phage and the standard nucleic acid be the same or that the proportions in both be 
known and a correction applied (22). Cohen and Anderson (21) report that the ratio 
of purine desoxyribose to total desoxj-ribose in T. phage is 0 .48, wMle that of standard 
thj-mus nucleic acid is 0.50. On the other hand, the most recent analytical data 
indicate that the molar proportion of total purines to total pyrimidines in thymus 
DNA is 1.2 (18). 
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FATTY ACID SYNTHESIS BY ENZYTME PREPARATIONS 
OF CLOSTRIDIUIM KLimrERI* 

V. A CONSIDERATION OF POSTULATED 4-CARBON INTER- 
MEDIATES IN BUTYRATE SYNTHESIS 

Bt E. R. STADTMAN and H. A. BARKER 

(From the Division of Plant Nutrition, University of California, Berkeley) 

(Received for publication, July 5, 1949) 

It has been shown (11, 12) that enzyme preparations of the bacterium 
Clostridium kluyveri catalyze the reversible conversion of acetyl phosphate 
and acetate to butyrate (equation (1)). 

±4H 

CHaCOOPOr + CHaCOO- CHaCH.CHaCOO- + HPOa" (1) 

This conversion has been postulated to involve a preliminary condensa- 
tion of acetyl phosphate and acetate to a 4-carbon compound (Compound 
c, Scheme I) which is the primary oxidant in the reaction, and which is re- 
duced in two steps to butjTate. 

±2H 4:2H 

Acetyl P -b acetate Compound c t Compound d r— butyrate (I) 

Compound c should be in a state of oxidation corresponding to acetoace- 
tate, and Compound d, the second postulated intermediate, should be in 
the same state of oxidation as crotonate, /S-hydroxybutyrate, or vinyl ace- 
tate. 

It has been shown that enzyme preparations of C. kluyveri can utilize 
molecular hydrogen as the reductant in the conversion of acetyl phosphate 
and acetate to butyrate (12), and that they can utilize molecular oxygen 
as the oxidant for the reverse process, the oxidation of butyrate to acetyl 
phosphate and acetate (11). These enzyme preparations therefore provide 
an e-xceUent test S 3 "stem to determine whether postulated intermediates 
are involved in butyrate sjmthesis. Thus, any substance that is a normal 
intermediate should be oxidized, in the presence of oxj^gen, to acetyl phos- 
phate and acetate and the rate of o.xidation should be as great as or greater 
than the corresponding oxidation of butjTate. In a hydrogen atmosphere 
an intermediate should be reduced to butjTate at a rate comparable to the 
reduction of acetjd phosphate and acetate to butjwate. Finally, the rate 
of oxj'gen or hj'drogen uptake uith the intermediates alone should be the 

* This investigation was supported in part by a research grant from the Di\'ision 
of Research Grants and Fellowships of the National Institutes of Health, United 
States Public Health Service. 
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same as with a mixture of the intermediate and butyrate or acetyl phos- 
phate and acetate, respectively. 

With these considerations in mind, studies were made to determine 
whether several substances that have been postulated as intermediates 
are actually involved in butyrate synthesis. 

Acetoacetate, postulated as the 4-carbon Compound c in Scheme I, 
has already been studied extensively and shovm not to be a normal inter- 
mediate in the synthesis or oxidation of butyrate (13). Other 4-carbon 
compounds in a state of oxidation corresponding to acetoacetate have not 
been investigated. 

However, substances corresponding to Compound d in Scheme I have 
been investigated and the results will be reported here. Of the 4-carbon 
compounds tested, vinyl acetate is the only substance readily attacked by 
the enzyme preparations. Vinyl acetate is decomposed in a manner con- 
sistent with the view that it is a normal intermediate in the synthesis and 
oxidation of butyrate. Tracer studies, however, have shown definitely 
that vinyl acetate is not an intermediate. 

Materials and Methods 

Vinylacetic acid was prepared by the procedure described by Blatt (1). 
Duclaux distillation values of this acid were found to be onlj’’ slightly higher 
than those obtained for acetic acid; therefore, it is difficult to differentiate 
between these two acids by the rate of distillation from aqueous solution. 
A quantitative separation of these acids was easily obtained, however, 
by partition chromatographic analysis, by the procedure of Elsden (4). 
Vinylacetic acid is eluted from the hy'-drated silica gel column at a rate 
intermediate between the rates of butyric and acetic acids. 

Isocrotonate was obtained through the courtesy of D. E. Green. Croto- 
nate was obtained from the Eastman Kodak Company. 

All other methods and the enzyme preparations used in this investigation 
have been described previously (10-12). 

Results 

Crotonate and Isocrotonate — In sharp contrast to the behavior of animal 
preparations (5-7, 9), the enzyme preparations of C. kluyveri were found 
to be completely ineffective in either oxidizing or reducing crotonate or 
isocrotonate. Attempts to stimulate oxidation or reduction of these com- 
pounds by additions of acetyl phosphate, adenylic acid, adenosine triphos- 
phate, inorganic phosphate, or yeast extract gave entirely negative results. 
These compounds appear, therefore, to be completely inert so far as the 
enzyme preparations are concerned and may be excluded as intermediates 
in butyrate synthesis. 
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P-Hydroxyhulyrate—lt has abeady been shown that acetoacetate is re- 
duced quantitatively to j8-hydroxybutyrate and that a further reduction 
of /3-hydroxybutyrate to butyrate does not occur even when a source of 
high energy phosphate (acetyl phosphate, adenosine triphosphate) is avail- 
able. Therefore, j8-hydroxybut3rrate cannot be a normal intermediate 
in butyrate synthesis. 

Studies with Vinyl Acetate 

Oxidation of Vinyl Acetate to Acetyl Phosphate and Acetate — When vinyl 
acetate was shaken with the enzyme preparation in air, oxygen was con- 
sumed rapidly. Data of a tjTpical experiment are presented in Table I. 

Table I 

Aerobic Oxidation of Vinyl Acetate 

Each Warburg vessel contained 2.0 ml. of 0.1 sr inorganic phosphate buffer (pH 
8.1) and the indicated amounts of enzyme preparation and vinyl acetate. The 
samples were incubated in air for 95 minutes at 26“, at which time the Oj uptake 
had ceased in the sample to which 17. 6 of vinyl acetate had been added . Oxygen 
uptake had not stopped in the other vessel, although the rate had declined to one- 
half the initial rate. The data have been corrected for oxygen uptake (1.2 fiM, 
Lot G; 2.6 pit. Lot H) and for acetyl phosphate (1.2 pit, Lot G; 2.3 pit, Lot H) in 
control samples to which no substrate was added. 


Enzyme preparation 

Vinyl 

acetate 

added 

-0, 

A acetyl P 

A acetyl P 
-Oj 


pjtf 

ftu 

liu 


20 mg. cell-free extract (Lot G) 

17.6 

7.8 

15.2 

1.95 

50 “ dry cells (Lot H) 

88 

28 

54 

1.93 


For each mole of oxygen consumed, 2 moles of acetyl phosphate were 
formed. The data are therefore consistent with the view that vinyl ace- 
tate was o.xidized quantitatively to acetyl phosphate and acetate (equa- 
tion (2)). 

CHj=CHCHjCOO- + iO, + HPOr CHjCOOPOr -f CH.COO- + H.O (2) 

Reduction of Vinyl Acetate to Butyrate — In a similar experiment (Table 
II), vinyl acetate was incubated ivith the enzyme preparation in a hydro- 
gen atmosphere. Under these conditions, h}’-drogen was consumed and 
an almost equivalent molar quantity of butyrate was formed. The data 
may be represented by equation ( 3 ). 

CHi=CHCHsCOO- + Hi -* CHsCHiCH-COO- (3) 

Rate of Oxidation and Reduction of Vinyl Acetate — ^The above experiments 
show qualitatively that vinyl acetate satisfies some of the requirements of 
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an intermediate in butyrate synthesis; i.c., it is oxidized to acetyl phos- 
phate and reduced to butyrate. Further studies were made to determine 
whether the rates of oxidation and reduction were sufficiently high to ac- 
count for butyrate oxidation and synthesis. 

It was found that vinyl acetate was oxidized 15 to 20 per cent more 
rapidly than butyrate. A mixture of vinyl acetate and butyrate was oxi- 
dized at the same rate as vinyl acetate alone. The failure to observe a 
greater rate of oxidation with the mixture cannot be regarded as proof that 
the same enzyme is responsible for the oxidation of both vinyl acetate and 
butyrate, since some factor other than dehydrogenase acti\dty may have 
limited the rate of oxygen uptake. It was not possible to increase the rate 
of oxygen uptake by the addition of other oxidizablc substrates such as 
ethanol. Nevertheless, the fact that vinyl acetate is oxidized more rapidly 

Tab’cb II 

Reduction of Vinylacclic Acid xoith Hi 

The Warburg vessel contained 100 nM of inorganic phosphate (pH 8.1), 20 mg. of 
cell-free extract (Lot G), and 17.6 pM of vinyl acetate. The total volume was 2.0 
ml. The gas phase w'as Hj. The substrate was tipped into the enzyme solution 
after the enzyme was saturated with Ha (100 minutes). The sample was then in- 
cubated 3 hours at 26*. All data have been corrected for small blank values obtained 
in a control sample to which no substrate was added. Tlie butyrate content was 
computed from Duelaux distillation data. 


Initial vinyl 
acetate 

-H, 

A butyrate 

A volatile acids 

A butyrate 
-Hj 

nil 

/I AT 

fiU 

tlU 


17.6 

10.1 

12.3 

4-1.6 

1.2 


than butyrate is consistent with the view that vin 5 d acetate is an inter- 
mediate in the oxidation of butyrate. 

In another experiment (Table III) the reduction of vinyl acetate was 
compared ^vith the reduction of a mixture of acetyl phosphate and acetate. 
The rates of hydrogen uptake were the same for both samples. However, 
the rate of hydrogen uptake for a mixture of acetyl phosphate, acetate, and 
vinyl acetate was about 25 per cent lower than for vinyl acetate alone. 
This inhibitory effect, though small, is readily reproducible and is certainly 
significant. It is not due to a higher absolute concentration of reducible 
substrates in the mixture, since similar inhibition is observed at loAver con- 
centrations also. The fact that vinyl acetate is reduced to butyrate as 
rapidly as a mixture of acetyl phosphate and acetate may be purely for- 
tuitous. This result also may be due to a rate-limiting hydrogen-activat- 
ing sj'-stem. 7 VII attempts to increase the rate of hydrogen uptake by the 
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addition of other reducible substrates such as butjuyl phosphate^ were 
unsuccessful. The lower rate of hjdrogen uptake for a mi.x'ture of %dnyl 
acetate, acetyl phosphate, and acetate is not readilj'’ explained on the basis 
of the idea that vinyl acetate is a normal intermediate in butyrate reduc- 
tion. A further discussion of the effect will be deferred, since it is more 
easily explained in the light of other experimental results to be described. 

Anaerobic Oxidation and Dismulaiion of Vinyl Acetate — ^According to 
equation (2), 1 mole of oxygen oxidizes 2 moles of vinyl acetate. Results 
at variance uith this were obtained from isotope experiments to be de- 
scribed. For example, it was found in one e.xperiment that all of the mnyl 
acetate disappeared before an equivalent amount of oxygen was consumed. 

Table III 

Reduction of Vinyl Acetate and Acetyl Phosphate Plus Acetate with Molecular 

Hydrogen 

Each Warburg vessel contained 0.05 ii inorganic phosphate (pH 8.0), 50 mg. of 
cell-free extract (Lot G), and, where indicated, 40 mV of acetyl phosphate, 175 
of acetate, and 44 pii of vinjd acetate. The total liquid volume was 2.0 ml. The 
gas phase was hydrogen. Temperature, 26°. The substrates were dumped from 
the side arms of the vessels after the enzyme was saturated with hydrogen (60 
minutes). 


Incubation time 

Hydrogen consumed 

Acetyl f + acetate 

Vinyl acetate 

Vinyl acetate -1- acetyl 

P + aceWl 

min. I 

rJ. 

pl. 

pl. 

5 

35 

36 

1 26 

10 

66 

66 

! 48 

20 

127 

127 

92 

30 

i 192 

190 

136 

40 

1 248 

243 

176 


This obsert'-ation suggested that vinyl acetate might have undergone a dis- 
mutation, 1 molecule being oxidized to acetyl phosphate and acetate, wliile 
another was reduced to butyrate (equation (4)), 

To test this possibility, experiments were made in which vinyl acetate 
was incubated with the enzyme preparation in a nitrogen atmosphere. 
The results presented in Table show that, during the 2 hour incubation 
period, 23 pii of hydrogen and 57 pM of acetyl phosphate were formed and 
there was a net increase in volatile acids of 62 pw. A Duclaux distillation 
of the volatile acid fraction indicated the presence of considerable amounts 
of other more steam-volatile fatty acids. Chromatographic analysis of the 

' It has been shown that enzyme preparations of C. hluyveri catalyze the reduction 
of butyi^-1 phosphate to butanol in a h 3 'drogen atmosphere (unpublished data). 
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fatty acids obtained from another sample incubated under the above con- 
ditions showed that appreciable amounts of butyrate and some caproate 
were formed. Thus, as was anticipated, the vinyl acetate was decomposed 
anaerobically and acetyl phosphate and butyrate were formed. Very un- 
expected, however, Avas the additional observation that liydrogen Avas pro- 
duced. 

These results indicate that under anaerobic conditions tAVO types of re- 
actions occur. There is a dismutation of vinyl acetate in Avhich acetyl 
phosphate, acetate, and butyrate are formed (equation (4)), and also an 

Taolu IV 

Anaerobic Oxidation and Dis7nutation of Vinyl Acetate 
The Warburg vessel contained SO mg. of dried cells (Lot G) and 200 of inorganic 
phosphate (pH 8.1). The gas phase viis N» (99.5 per cent). The center well 
contained 0.2 ml. of 10 per cent KOH. The substrate was mi.ved with the enzyme 
after equilibration at 26°. The mi.xture was incubated at this temperature until no 
further Hs production was observed (2 hours). 


Initial vinyl acetate 

Hj formed 

A acetyl T 

Final volatile acid 

A volatile add 

liJS 

lilt 

liU 

liu 

lilt 

176 

23 

57 

238 

1 62 


anaerobic oxidation of vinyl acetate occurs to form acetyl phosphate, ace- 
tate, and hydrogen (equation (5)). 

2CH2=CHCH2C00- -f HPO r -b HiO-^ CH,COO- -b CHjCOOPO,- 

-b CHjCHjCHjCOO- (4) 
CH2=CHCH2C00- + HPOr + H^O -» CH.COOPOr -b CHjCOO- -b Hj (5) 

The data of Table IV shoAv a close agreement betAveen the amount of 
acetyl phosphate formed and the net increase in volatile acid, as is to be 
expected from equations (4) and (5). This indicates that 62 pM of vinyl 
acetate Avere decomposed to acetyl phosphate and acetate. Since 23 
/iM of hydrogen were formed, at least 23 /xm of vinyl acetate were oxidized 
by Avay of reaction (5). This means that 39 tm. (62 — 23 = 39) of acetyl 
phosphate, acetate, and butyrate were formed by dismutation. In other 
Avords, 78 pM of the vinyl acetate Avere decomposed by dismutation. The 
dismutation of vinyl acetate was therefore approximately 3 times as rapid 
as the anaerobic oxidation giving hydrogen. 

Influence of Arsenate and Inorganic Phosphate on Oxidation and Reduction 
of Vinyl Acetate — It has been shoAvn that no oxidation of butyrate occurs 
in the absence of inorganic phosphate or in the presence of inorganic ar- 
senate. Preliminary studies Avith vinyl acetate have shoAvn that this sub- 
stance also is not oxidized aerobically in the absence of inorganic phos- 
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phate or in the presence of 0.025 m arsenate. However, a small but 
significant reduction of vinyl acetate by hydrogen does occur in the 
presence of arsenate. 

Vinyl Acetate As Intermediate in Synthesis or Oxidation of Butyrate — 
The experiments described thus far are consistent with the view that vinyl 
acetate is an intermediate in the s 3 mthesis of butyrate. The evidence in 
favor of this conclusion may be summarized as follows; (1) Vinyl acetate 
is rapidly oxidized aerobically to acetyl phosphate and acetate. The rate 
of this oxidation is slightly greater than the corresponding oxidation of 
butyrate. (2) Vinyl acetate is reduced to butyrate by molecular hydrogen. 
The rate of hydrogen uptake is as rapid as in the reduction of acetyl phos- 
phate plus acetate; therefore the rate of but 5 Tate formation is twice as 
great. (3) Vinyl acetate undergoes a rapid dismutation in which 1 mole- 
cule is reduced to butyrate and 1 molecule is oxidized to acetyl phos- 
phate and acetate. (4) Vinyl acetate undergoes an anaerobic oxidation in 
which hydrogen, acetyl phosphate, and acetate are formed. This may be 
a reversal of the first reduction step in the conversion of acetyl phosphate 
and acetate to butyrate. (5) Finally, vinyl acetate, like butyrate, is not ox- 
idized in the presence of arsenate or in the absence of inorganic phosphate. 

On the other hand, at variance with these lines of evidence is the obser- 
vation that a mixture of vinyl acetate, acetyl phosphate, and acetate is 
reduced to butyrate more slowly than is vinyl acetate alone (Table III). 

It was desirable, therefore, to obtain more definite information regard- 
ing the actual intermediary formation of vinyl acetate in the conversion of 
acetyl phosphate and acetate to butyrate and in the oxidation of butyrate. 
Since vinyl acetate is so readily converted to acetyl phosphate and acetate 
and butyrate, it seemed imlikely that sufficient quantities would accumu- 
late to enable one to isolate and identify it. However, a definitive test of 
vinjd acetate formation could be made by appropriate use of the isotope 
tracer technique. For example, if carboxyl-labeled acetate and acetyl 
phosphate are reduced to but 3 Tate in the presence of an e.xcess of im- 
labeled vinyl acetate, the vinyl acetate should become labeled if it is an 
obligatory intermediate in the oxidation of butyrate; moreover, the final 
activity of the vinyl acetate should be as great as or greater tbari the final 
activity of the butyrate. Likewise, if vinjd acetate is an obligatory in- 
termediate in the oxidation of butyrate, the oxidation of labeled butyrate 
to acetate in the presence of unlabeled vinyl acetate should cause the 
vinyl acetate to become labeled, and its specific activity should be equal 
to or greater than that of the acetate. 

In view of these considerations, the following isotope experiments were 
performed. 

Aerobic Oxidation of Carboxyl-Labeled Butyrate and Unlabeled Vinyl 
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Acetate — Butyrate (42 juiu) that was labeled in the carboxyl group with 
C'‘‘ and unlabeled vinyl acetate (88 fiu) were shaken with the enzyme prep- 
aration in air. After 33 mm of oxygen were consumed, the experiment was 
discontinued. The volatile acids were fractionated by partition chroma- 
tography, and radioactivity measurements Avere made on the individual 
acids. Butyric and acetic acids, identified by Duclaux distillation, were 
the only acids present. 

No vinyl acetate could be found after incubation, even though the total 
amount of oxygen consumed (33 /xm) was sufficient, to have oxidized only 
75 per cent of the vinyl acetate added (equation (2)). Moreover, part of 
the oxygen consumed Avas probably’’ used to oxidize butyrate. Thus the 
complete disappearance of A’inyl acetate indicated that it could be de- 
composed by an anaerobic reaction. This Avas later confirmed by experi- 
ments already described. RadioactiA'^ity measurements on the residual 

Tablk V 

Aerobic Oxidation of Carboxyl-Labeled Butyrate in Presence of Ordinary Vinyl Acetate 


50 mg. of dry colls (Lot G) in 2.0 ml. of 0.1 m inorganic phosphate biiflfer (pH 
S.l) were incubated with the substrates indicated, in air, at 26°. 


Compound 

Total 

Total counts 
per min. 

1 

Counts per min. 
per micromole 



fiSf 1 



Before incubation 

Butyrate 

42 

117,000 

2800 


Vinyl acetate 

88 1 

0 

0 

After incubation 

Butyrate 

31 

33,700 

1080 

(95 min.) 

Vinyl acetate 

0 

1 



Acetate 

165 

72,500 

440 


butyrate and on the acetate that had been produced are presented in Table 
V. The data shoAV that the specific activity of the residual butyrate Avas 
only about 40 per cent as great as that of the added butyrate. This proves 
that an appreciable amount of butyrate AA'as formed from vinyl acetate. 
It does not prove, hoAveArer, that there Avas a net production of butyrate 
from vinyl acetate; a similar decrease of the specific activity AA^ould be 
obtained if the vinyl acetate and butyrate Avere interconvertible. 

Anaerobic Oxidation and Dismntalion of Vinyl Acetate in Presence of 
Carboxyl-Labeled Butyrate and Unlabeled Acetate — ^To determine AA’hether 
an equilibrium Avas established betAA’een butyrate and vinyl acetate, a mix- 
ture of carboxyl-labeled butyrate, unlabeled acetate, and vinyl acetate Avas 
incubated in a Warburg vessel in an atmosphere of nitrogen. Under these 
conditions hydrogen production could be measured and Avould give a direct 
measure of the amount of vinyl acetate that was converted directly to 
acetate and acetyl phosphate by reaction (5). After incubation the fatty 
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acids were separated chromatographically. The results of measure- 
ments on the various fattj’’ acids are presented in Table VI. 

The specific activitj’’ of the butyrate decreased about 20 per cent during 
incubation, showing that about 20 /im of butyi’ate had been formed. How- 
ever, the specific activity of the residual \dnyl acetate was only 4.4 counts 
per minute per micromole, or about 1 per cent as great as that of the resid- 
ual butyrate. It is obvious, therefore, that ^mry little equilibration had 
taken place between butjTate and vinyl acetate in spite of the fact that an 
appreciable amount of butyrate had been produced from vinyl acetate or 
acetate. 


Tabee VI 

Anaerobic Oxidation and Dismutation of Vinyl Acetate in Presence of Carboxyl-Labeled 
Butyrate and Unlobeled Acetate 


50 mg. of dtj-- ceUs (Lot G) in 2.0 ml. of 0.1 m inorganic phosphate buffer were 
incubated with the substrate in an Nj atmosphere at 26°. 


Compotind 

Total 

Total counts 
per min. 

Counts per min. 
per xnicroniole 

Before incubation 

Butyrate 

iiU 

97 

54,300 

560 


Vinyl acetate 

176 

0 

0 


Acetate ! 

76 

0 

0 

After incubation 

Butyrate 

93 

40,700 

438 

(45 min.) 

Vinyl acetate 

133 

600 

4.4 


Acetate -f acetyl P 

116 

3,200 

28 


Gaproate 

8 

(3,500)* 

(438)* 


Ht 

7.3 




* Radioactivity measurements on the caproate were not made. In other almost 
identical experiments, it was found that the specific activity of the caproate was 
slightly higher than that of the butyrate. 


The specific activity of the residual acetate was 28 counts per minute 
per micromole, which was several times greater than the specific activity of 
the vinyl acetate. This show's quite conclusively that butyrate was oxi- 
dized to acetate without going through vinyl acetate. Since no oxygen was 
present, the only added oxidant was yfinyl acetate. It appears, therefore, 
that but 3 Tate is o.xidized to acetyl phosphate and acetate by a path that 
docs not pass through vinyl acetate, and this oxidation is coupled with a 
direct reduction of \'injd acetate to butyrate (equations (6) and (7)). 

GH.GHiCHsGOO- -b HPOr + H.O CH,COOPOr -b CHjCOO' -f 4H (6) 
2CH-=CHGHjCOO- -f 4H -> 2CH,CH.CH.COO- (7) 

The net result is the formation of 1 mole of inactive butyrate, 1 mole of 
acetyl phosphate, and 1 mole of radioactive acetate. 
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The total activity in the acetate fraction (free acetate plus acetyl phos- 
phate) was 3200 counts per minute, from which it cnn be estimated that 
about 7 /iM of butyrate were oxidized by reactions (6) and (7). However, 
the total increase in the acetate fraction was 40 to 50 juM, indicating that 
about 30 to 40 nu were formed directly from the vinyl acetate. Since 
7.3 /iM of hydrogen were formed, part of the acetate probably came directly 
from the anaerobic oxidation of vinyl acetate by reaction (5), and the rest 
must have been formed by a dismutation of the vinyl acetate (reaction (4)). 

Actually the system is too complicated to analyze completely on the 
basis of the available experimental data. Explanations other than those 
presented are possible. A further investigation of the reactions of vinyl 
acetate is desirable. Nevertheless, two important conclusions are possible 
from the available data, (a) A rapid equilibration between vinyl acetate 
and butyrate does not occur; the reduction of vinyl acetate to butyrate 
must therefore be practically irreversible under the experimental conditions 
we have used, (b) Vinyl acetate is not an obligator}'- intennediate in the 
oxidation of butyrate to acetyl phosphate and acetate. 

Reduction of Carboxyl-Labeled Acetate and Acetyl Phosphate to Butyrate 
in Presence of Unlabeled Vinyl Acetate — In view of the above conclusions, 
it seemed very unlikely that vinyl acetate could be an intermediate in the 
synthesis of butyrate from acetyl phosphate and acetate. 

To exclude this possibility completely, an e.xperiment was designed in 
which acetate labeled in the carbo.xyl group with C*-* would be reduced to 
butyrate in the presence of unlabeled vinyl acetate. The most obvious 
way to do such an experiment would be to add acetyl phosphate and use 
hydrogen as a reductant. However, the use of hydrogen appeared to be 
objectionable because of the possibility that vinyl acetate would be rapidly 
and preferentially reduced to butyrate. It was decided, therefore, to use 
vinyl acetate as the only reductant. No acetyl phosphate was added, 
because this compound was known to be formed rapidly from vinyl acetate 
(equation (2)). At the end of the incubation period 46 /iM of acetyl phos- 
phate were found in the reaction mixture. The experiment was carried 
out in a nitrogen atmosphere and the course of the reaction was followed 
manometrically by observing hydrogen evolution (equation (5)). 

The results of radioactivity measurements are given in Table "^^II. The 
final specific activity of the acetate was only 40 per cent as great as the 
initial activity. This was to be expected, since there was more than a 2-fold 
increase in the total acetate concentration. The butyrate formed (28 
had a specific activity of 47 counts per minute per micromole, but no radio- 
activity could be detected in the residual vinyl acetate. This proves con- 
clusively that vinyl acetate is not an obligatory intermediate in the syn- 
thesis of butyrate from acetate. 

An interesting parallelism exists between the anaerobic oxidation of 
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but 3 Tate to acetyl phosphate in the presence of vinyl acetate and the 
anaerobic oxidation of vinyl acetate in the presence of acetate and acetyl 
phosphate. In the former instance vinyl acetate acts as the oxidant and is 
presumably reduced to butyrate (equations (6) and (7)), while in the latter 
instance vinyl acetate is the reductant and is oxidized to acetyl phosphate 
and acetate (equations (8) and (9)). 

2CHf=CHCH2COO- + 2HPOr + 2HjO 2CH,COO- + 2CH,COOPOj- + 4H (8) 
CHiCOOPOj- + CHaCOO- + 4H CH,CHjCHjCOO- + HPOr + HjO (9) 

The discovery that acetate and acetyl phosphate were reduced to butyrate 
by reactions (8) and (9) suggested the possibility that all of the butyrate 
produced from vinyl acetate was formed in this manner. In this event, 
it would be unnecessary to postulate that a direct reduction of vinyl acetate 

Table VII 


Anaerobic Oxidation of Vinyl Acetate in Presence of Carboxyl-Labeled Aeetaie 
60 mg. of dry cells (Lot G) in 2,0 ml. of 0.1 M inorganic phosphate buffer (pH 
8.1) were incubated in an Nj atmosphere at 26°. 


Compound 

Total 

Total counts 
per min. 

Counts per min. 
pet micromole 



liU 



Before incubation 

Acetate 

80 


277 


Vinyl acetate 

176 

! 0 

0 

After incubation 

Acetate + acetyl P 

170 


109 

(45 min.) 

Acetyl P 

46 




Vinyl acetate 

85 


0 


Butyrate 

28 


47 


Caproate 

5 

287 

58 


H, 

9 




to butyrate occurs. Examination of the data in Table VII shows, however, 
that reactions (8) and (9) can account for a relatively small amount of the 
butyrate formed. For example, the total activity of the butyrate was 
1300 counts per minute. The average specific activity of the acetate during 
the experiment was 193 counts per minute per micromole, which means that 
the butyrate formed from acetate wmuld have an average specific activity 
of 2 X 193 = 386 counts. Thus the total amount of butyrate derived from 
acetate would be 1300/386 = 3.4 psi. Actually 28 psi of butyrate were 
produced, indicating that over 20 pM were formed by direct reduction of 
vinyl acetate. 


DISCUSSION 

Systematic investigations of the role of various 4-carbon compounds in 
the synthesis or oxidation of butyrate have been made before. Thus 
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Davies (3) found that cell suspensions and growing cultures of Closlridium 
acetobutylicim were unable to convert numerous 4-carbon compounds (in- 
cluding the ones tested above) to butyrate. His experiments could not, 
however, be considered conclusive, since the possibility remained that the 
negative results were due to the inability of the substances to penetrate 
the cell walls. 

The inability to achieve a synthesis of butyrate in vitro with animal prep- 
arations has made it impossible to obtain clear cut results regarding the 
r61e of postulated intermediates in butyrate synthesis in animals. How- 
ever, tissue slices and particulate enzyme preparations of animals have 
been obtained that catalyze the oxidation of butyrate to acetoacetate. 
These preparations in general have been veiy non-specific in their ability 
to catalyze the oxidation of 4-carbon compounds to acetoacetate (5-7, 9), 
and a clear cut result regarding the r61e of these compounds as intermediates 
in the normal process of butyrate oxidation has not alway’^s been obtained. 

In contrast to the animal studies, the complete lack of enz)matic activity 
on crotonate, isocrotonate, and /3-hydroxy butyrate of enzyme preparations 
of C. kluyveri definitely excludes these substances as normal intermediates 
in the synthesis or oxidation of butyrate. 

IHeinzeller (7), using rat liver and Iddney slices, made a systematic study 
of the utilization of several 4-carbon fatty acids in an effort to determine the 
identity of intermediates in butyrate o.xidation. Of the substances tested, 
vinyl acetic acid was the only one oxidized more rapidly than butyrate, 
and it was concluded that vinyl acetate could be an intermediate. Grafflin 
and Green (5) have obtained similar results -with particulate suspensions 
prepared from rabbit liver and Iddney tissues. Lehninger (8), worldng 
Avith similar particulate suspensions prepared from rat liver, concluded that 
vinyl acetate was not an intermediate in the formation of acetoacetate from 
octanoate. The failure of vinyl acetate to be attacked by C. acetobiitylicum 
(3) could also be taken as evidence that vinyl acetate is not a normal inter- 
mediate in the synthesis of butyrate. 

Studies on the decomposition of vinyl acetate by the enz 3 me preparations 
of C. kluyveri are therefore of particular interest, since they tend to recon- 
cile the diverse opinions regarding the possible role of this substance in 
butyrate synthesis. Vinyl acetate is readily oxidized to acetyl phosphate 
and acetate and it is readily reduced to butyrate, but isotope experiments 
have offered convincing evidence that it is not a normal intermediate in 
the oxidation or synthesis of butyrate. 

Evidence is available from the tracer experiments to show that the o.xi- 
dation of butyrate to acetyl phosphate and acetate can occur under anaero- 
bic conditions if the oxidation is coupled xvith the reduction of vinyl acetate 
to butyrate (equations (6) and (7)). Similarly, the reduction of acetyl 
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phosphate and acetate to butyrate may be coupled Tvith the oxidation of 
vinyl acetate to acetyl phosphate and acetate (equations (8) and (9)). 
Yet, in neither the oxidation of but 3 Tate nor the reduction of acetyl phos- 
phate and acetate to butyrate is vinyl acetate formed as an intermediate. 

The most reasonable e.xplanation for this rather anomalous situation 
appears to be that vinyl acetate is converted by means of a relatively ir- 
reversible reaction into a substance (Compound d) that is on the main path- 
waj'- in the synthesis and oxidation of but 3 Tate. 

±2H ±2H 

Acetyl phosphate + acetate ,, : " ± Compound d ^ - — butyrate -4- HaPO< 

T 

vinyl acetate 

Other possibilities are not excluded. For example, vinyl acetate could be 
reduced directly to butyrate and o.xidized to acetyl phosphate and acetate 
without going through a common intermediate. In this event, both the 
oxidation and reduction reactions would have to be relatively irreversible. 

The discovery that vinyl acetate can serve as the reductant in the con- 
version of acetyl phosphate and acetate to butjnate permits a reasonable 
explanation for the observation that the hydrogen uptake b}’’ a mixture 
containing vinyl acetate, acetate, and acetyl phosphate is less rapid than 
\vith a mixture of acetyl phosphate and acetate only (Table III). In the 
presence of an excess of acetyl phosphate and acetate, the vinyl acetate 
may compete vith molecular hydrogen as a reductant, and hence the lower 
hydrogen uptake observed in the mi.xture. 

The data available from the enzjnne studies on C. kluyveri (11, 12) show 
that the S3Tithesis of butyrate from ethanol and acetate is accomplished 
by the following generalized mechanism (equations (10), (11), (12)). 

Ethanol HjPO« -* acetyl P -p 4H (10) 

Acetyl P -b acetate C< compound HjPO* (11) 

C< compound + 4H — > butyrate (12) 

Although the over-all conv'-ersion of ethanol and acetate to butyrate is an 
e.xergonic process involving the liberation of 11.7 kilocalories (2), the data 
obtained thus far indicate that this conversion involves the formation of 
but one energy-rich phosphate bond (reaction (10)) and that this phosphate 
bond energy is utilized in effecting the condensation of acetyl phosphate 
and acetate to form a 4-carbon compound (equation (11)) thatis the oxidant 
for ethanol o.xidation and is reduced to butyrate (equation (12)). Such 
a scheme presents the curious situation of the phosphate bond energy 
generated in the oxidation of ethanol being entirely consumed in forming 
the oxidant for the reaction. It would therefore appear that the bac- 
terium would be unable to obtain any useful energy in the form of phos- 
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phate compounds from the process. In other words, the above mecha- 
nism provides no way in which there can be a net production of energy- 
rich phosphate. 

The discovery that hydrogen is evolved in the anaerobic oxidation of 
vinyl acetate is therefore of considerable interest. Such a reaction does 
lead to a net production of phosphate bond energy in the form of acetyl 
phosphate (equation (5)). In this reaction the oxidation of vinyl acetate 
to acetyl phosphate is coupled with the formation of molecular hydrogen 
that can escape from the system. It may well be that the most of the 
energy available to C. hluyveri for synthesis of cell materials is derived from 
this or an analogous mechanism. Such a theoiy gains support from the 
fact that the growth of C. Jcluyveri is alwa 3 ’'S associated with the production 
of considerable quantities of molecular hydrogen. Normally about 10 
per cent of the ethanol is converted to molecular hydrogen and acetate (or 
acetyl phosphate) (2). 

Bornstein and Barker (2) have pointed out that thermodynamic con- 
siderations exclude the possibility that the hydrogen is liberated in the 
oxidation of ethanol to acetaldehyde and they postulated that the hydro- 
gen was evolved in the oxidation of acetaldehyde to acetate. I^Tiile the 
latter reaction is theoretically'- possible, it would not result in the formation 
of an energy-rich phosphate. The corresponding oxidation of acetaldehyde 
to acetyl phosphate with the liberation of hydrogen appears unlikely from 
thermodynamic considerations. 

With enzyme preparations of C. kluyveri we have been unable to demon- 
strate the evolution of hydrogen from either ethanol or acetaldehyde. To 
date, the only well defined hy'drogen-producing reaction sho-wn to be cata- 
lyzed by the enzyme preparations is the anaerobic oxidation of vinyl 
acetate (equation (5)). Although the data obtained from the tracer ex- 
periments exclude vinyl acetate as an obligatory intermediate in butyrate 
synthesis, small but significant amounts of vinyd acetate were formed from 
butyrate (Table VI). It is therefore tempting to conclude that the hydro- 
gen produced by gro\ving cultures is derived from vinyl acetate or from a 
related 4-carbon compound, and that tliis type of reaction is important in 
supplying energy for growth. 


SUMMARY 

The ability of enzyme preparations of Clostridium kluyveri to oxidize and 
reduce several 4-carbon compounds that have been postulated as inter- 
mediates in the synthesis and oxidation of butyrate was studied. 

/3-Hydroxybutyrate, crotonate, and isocrotonate are not oxidized or 
reduced by the enzyme preparations and may therefore be excluded as in- 
termediates in butyrate synthesis or oxidation. 
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Vinyl acetate is oxidized to acetjd phosphate and acetate, and is reduced 
to butyrate. Although the rates of these reactions are consistent with the 
'pew that vinyl acetate is an intermediate in the s3Tithesis and oxidation 
of butjwate, it was shown by tracer studies that xdnyl acetate is not an 
obligatory intermediate. 

Under anaerobic conditions (in a nitrogen atmosphere) tracer experiments 
have shown that vin3d acetate imdergoes the following reactions: (a) It 
undergoes dismutation, 1 molecule being oxidized to acetyl phosphate plus 
acetate, while another molecule is reduced to but5Tate. ( 6 ) It is oxidized 
to acetyl phosphate and acetate with the evolution of hydrogen gas. (c) 
In the presence of but3'rate, the reduction of vinyl acetate is coupled with 
the oxidation of butyrate to acetyl phosphate and acetate, (d) In the 
presence of acetyl phosphate and acetate, the oxidation of vinyl acetate 
is coupled with the reduction of acetyl phosphate and acetate to butyrate. 
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THE PHYSICAL PROPERTIES OF A CRYOGLOBULIN 
OBTAINED FROM LYIMPH NODES AND SERUIH 
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[From the Laboratory of Physiological Chemistry and. the Department of Medicine, 
University of Wisconsin, Madison) 

(Received for publication, June 21, 1949) 

During the course of an investigation of the electrophoretic properties of 
extracts of human neoplastic Ijunphoid tissues, a distinctly abnormal com- 
ponent was observed in a case of lymphosarcoma. On examining the serum 
of this patient, it was found that lowering the temperature to 4° caused 
spontaneous precipitation of a large amount of protein, which redissolved 
completely when the serum was warmed to room temperature. Further 
investigation revealed that the abnormal proteins from tissue and serum 
were identical vdth respect to electrophoretic mobility and sedimentation 
constant. 

The phenomenon of spontaneous reversible precipitation of blood proteins 
in the cold has been reviewed by Lerner et al. (1) who suggested that these 
proteins be teimed cryoglobulins. Lerner reported that of 121 pathological 
sera studied by him thirty-one contained a cryoglobulin, while forty normal 
sera contained none. The diseases associated with the presence of a cryo- 
globulin both in Lemer’s studies and in those previously reported were so 
varied that the phenomenon could not be considered to be characteristic of 
any one disease. However, crjmglobulins appear to be somewhat com- 
monly found in cases of myeloma. 

Morrison (2) isolated a cryoglobulin from human plasma by salting out 
with (NH 4 ) 2 S 04 at 16.6 per cent saturation. This crjmglobulin, described 
as a part of the fibrinogen complex, had the property of clotting in the 
presence of anticoagulants and was thought to be responsible for increased 
erythrocj'te sedimentation rates. No physical constants were determined. 

Morrison, Edsall, and Miller (3) in a study of the large scale separation of 
purified fibrinogen from pooled “normal” human plasma by alcohol frac- 
tionation, described a fraction (Fraction I-l) which contained fibrinogen 
and a non-clottable component having the properti”^ of spontaneously pre- 
cipitating in the cold. This latter component was termed “cold insoluble 
globulin.” Since the amount recovered varied from one run to the next 
and constituted onty 0.3 to 0.7 per cent of the total plasma protein, it was 

* Supported in part by a grant from the Wisconsin Alumni Research Foundation 
and in part by a research grant from the Division of Research Grants and Fellowships 
of the National Institutes of Health, United States Public Health Service. 
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felt that the cold insoluble globulin was not a normal blood protein, but was 
contributed to the pooled plasma by a small percentage of donors. 

A detailed investigation of the properties of these apparently pathological 
cryoglobulins would seem desirable, since such information may provide 
some insight as to the underlying metabolic defects which give rise to their 
formation. The detailed characterization of such proteins may further 
permit studies in the human of some of the factors which are concerned 

TABLn I 


Physicochemical Properties of Cryoglohulins 


Biblio- 

graphic 

reference 

No. 

Source 

Electrophoretic 
mobility, to* cm. per 
volt per sec. 

Sc(limcnt.ition 

const.ant. 

Dillu'iion 

constant, 

djOt 

10» cm.’ 
per sec. 

Molecular 

weight 

(4) 

Myeloma serum 


7.1 (80%) 

3.4 

200,000 

(5, 6) 

it it p 


19.1 

l.G 

1,080,000 

(7) 

(C « p* 

3.4, pH 4.7 

C.8 



(8) 

Aero purpura so- 

3.38, pll 4.7, 0.1 



lOO.OOOt 


rum 

fi acetate 




(3) 

Plasma Fraction I 

“/3i”-globulin 

13 



This 

Lymphosarcoma 

-2.2,pIIS.C,0.1 

10 (85%) 



paper 


fi veronal 




it « 

Tissue and scrum 

-f-5.3S, pll 4.7, 

23 (15%) 

2.0 

600,000 



0.02 M acetate 





* Precipitated spontaneously at room temperature and had crystalline structure, 
t Determined by osmotic pressure. 


with the synthesis of a specific protein. Finally, it is important to know 
whether these proteins, which have in common the property of insolubility 
at low temperature, have other properties in common. Whether cryo- 
globulins from different sources prove to be identical or to be a closely re- 
lated group of proteins, or whether they prove to be a group of \videly differ- 
ent proteins with a single property in common, their appearance in diseased 
states presents a challenge for correlation of the disease process w'ith the 
appearance of these entities. 

We have undertaken the characterization of a cryoglobulin isolated from 
both the lymph nodes and serum of a case of lymphosarcoma’ and have 
compared the findings with those of other investigatiors wdio have examined 
cryoglobulins by similar techniques. Measurements of electrophoretic 
mobility, sedimentation and diffusion constants, and ultraviolet absorption 
have been made. Any differences between various cryoglobulins revealed 
by these procedures would provide evidence of non-identity. A summary 

* Kuzma, J. F., Laskowski, M., and Hirschboeck, J. S., to be published. 
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of the physical constants reported for various cryoglobulins is given in 
Table I. These data indicate that the cryoglobulins studied to date differ 
'svidely in properties referable to molecular size and shape. The mobility of 
cryoglobulin reported in this paper, in veronal buffer at pH 8.6 and 0.1 
ionic strength, was approximately the same as the “^i”-globulin reported 
by Morrison, Edsall, and hliller (3). The mobility measured at pH 4.7 in 
acetate buffer cannot be compared to those reported by the two other in- 
vestigators, since in one case (8) the ionic strength was not the same, while 
in the other (7) the ionic strength was not stated. 

EXPEREUENTAD 

Isolation of Cryoglobulin from Lymphoid Tissxte Extract — K tissue extract 
suitable for electrophoretic study was prepared from lymph nodes by the 
method described previously by the authors (9). Two separate masses of 
lymph nodes obtained post mortem from different regions were treated 
separately. They were cut into thin slices and washed by repeated cen- 
trifugation and resuspension in 0.07 m KHCO3-O.O7 M KCl at approxi- 
mately pH 8.0. The washed tissue was then homogenized with an equal 
volume of the same salt solution, and centrifuged at 15,000 X g for 2 hours. 
All operations were carried out in a cold room at 4°. The clear supernatant 
extract was dialyzed to equilibrium against veronal buffer at 0.1 iomo 
strength, pH 8.6, and electrophoresis was carried out in the same buffer at 
1°, with use of the Longsworth modification of the Tiselius apparatus. The 
patterns of the extracts from the two lymphoid masses were almost identical 
(Fig, 1, a and b). The large sharply defined peak with a mobility of —2.2 
X 10~® cm.2 per volt per second did not correspond to any of the compo- 
nents previously noted in either human normal lymphoid tissue (tonsil) 
(9) or human pathological lymphoid tissue studied to date." 

In order to define more exactly the nature of this unusual protein com- 
ponent, the two extracts were pooled and brought to equilibrium with 0.3 
saturated (NH4)2S04 by dialysis. The precipitate which formed was 
washed with the outside dialysis fluid and taken up in a small volume of 
potassium bicarbonate-potassium chloride mixture. Only a pari of the pre- 
cipitate redissolved. The remainder did not redissolve at 4° until a larger 
amount of salt solution was added. This more sparingly soluble fraction 
was examined electrophoretically and found to contain the whole of the 
pathological protein of the tissue together -with some other tissue com- 
ponents. The pattern is shown in Fig. 1, c. The sedimentation diagram’ 
of this fraction (Fig. 3, a) showed one sharp main component (sjo, « = 16) 
together with small amounts of poorly resolved heavier and lighter com- 

’ Unpublished results. 

’ Determined in the Spinco ultracentrifuge. 
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ponents (approximately 29 and 8 Svedbcrg units respectively). The elec- 
trophoretic mobility and sedimentation constants of the principal com- 
ponent were identical with those of a cryoglobulin, described in the next 
section, isolated from the serum of the same patient. 

Cryoglobulin from Scrum — The serum from the same patient was obtained 
20 months before death and preserved in the frozen state. It was clear at 
room temperature but yielded a hcavi’- precipitate at 4°. This precipitate 
redissolved completelj'’ at room temperature. In order to carry out an 
electrophoresis experiment at 1°, the serum was diluted 1 :4 vith veronal 



Fig. 1. Electrophoretic patterns of tissue fractions, (n) and (&) whole extract 
from two separate lymphoid masses, (c) (NHdiSOi fraction prepared as described 
in the te.xt. The abnormal component is marked Cr. Electrophoresis for about 140 
minutes at 6 volts per cm., in veronal buffer, pll S.6, 0.1 ionic strength. 


buffer; at this dilution, no precipitation at 1° took place. The electro- 
phoretic pattern of the whole serum is shovui in Fig. 2, a. The sharp ab- 
normal component had a mobility of —2.2 X 10“® cm.= per volt per second 
and constituted 36 per cent of the total area. 

The cryoglobulin was separated by cooling the undiluted serum to 4°. 
The precipitate was separated and washed four times xvith small amounts 
of saline at 4°. The electrophoretic pattern (Fig. 2, h) showed that the 
cryoglobulin is the abnormal component of the whole serum. A small 
amount of contaminating serum protein was still evident. Further purifi- 
cation was carried out by (NH 4 ) 2 S 04 precipitation at 0.3 saturation and 
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further M'ashing Muth small amounts of saline at 4°. The electrophoretic 
patterns (concentration 0.5 per cent) wnth veronal buffer at 0.1 ionic 



A D 


Fig. 2. Electrophoretic patterns of ■whole scrum and purified cij-oglobulin. (a) 
whole serum (1:4). (6) crj’Oglobulin purified b 3 ' cold precipitation and washing, 
(c) crj-oglobulin purified further by {NH 4 );SO< precipitation, (a), (6), and (c) in 
veronal buffer, 0.1 ionic strength, pH 8.6, for approximatelj' 150 minutes at 60 volts 
per cm. (d) same preparation as (c), in acetate buffer, 0.()2 ionic strength, pH 4.7, 
for 85 minutes at 6.4 volts per cm. The ciyoglobulin component is marked Cr. 

strength, pH 8.6, and acetate buffer at 0.02 ionic strength, pH 4.7, are 
shown in Fig. 2, c and d. At pH 8.6 the cryoglobulin has a negative net 
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charge, while at pH 4.7 it has a positive net charge. In each case, the 
protein migrated as a single sjonmetrical boundaiy with no evidence of 
other components. The mobilities arc given in Table I; acetate at 0.02 
ionic strength was the salt of the highest concentration in which the protein 




Fig. 3. Sedimentation diagrams of cryoglobulin, (a) (NIl4):S04 fraction from 
lymph node extract in veronal bulTcr, 0.1 ionic strength, pH S.C, after sedimentation 
for about 10 minutes at 254,900 X g. (6) purified scrum crj-oglobulin in veronal 
buffer, 0.1 ionic strength, pH 8.6, after sedimentation for about 25 minutes at 125,000 
X g- The vertical lino at the left indicates the position of the meniscus. The 
vertical line at the right indicates the bottom of the cell. 


TAnnc II 


Sedimentation Constarits of Tissue and Scrum Crijoglobulin* 


Solvent 

Concentration 
of protein 

Source 

Sedimentation constant, w. « 

Jlajor 

component 

Jlinor 

component 

O.lpNaCl 

per cent 

0.5 

Serum 

n 

21.6 

0.02 n acetate, pH 4.7 

0.5 

{( 

MSM 

22.0 

0.10 ju veronal, pH 8.6 

0.5 

(( 

15.5 

20.0 

Same 

MEM 

<( 

16.0 

23.0 


■■ 

Tissue 

16.0 

8; 29 


* See Fig. 3 for sedimentation diagrams. 


was soluble at pH 4.7. In contrast to the electrophoretic analj^sis, the 
sedimentation diagram revealed two components (Fig. 3, b), vdth the main 
component accounting for 85 per cent and a heavier component accounting 
for 15 per cent of the total area. Neither the number of components nor 
the relative areas were significantly affected by change in solvent, pH, or 
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coDCGUtration of protoin. Tbs scdinicntstioD coostEnts obtEinBd in differ- 
ent solvents at about 24° and corrected to water at 20° are given in Table II. 

A determination of the sedimentation constant at two concentration 
levels, 0.5 and 0.25 per cent, suggests a small concentration dependence, 
but not enough determinations at widely differing concentrations were 
carried out to justify an extrapolation to infinite dilution. 

The diffusion constant of the same protein sample in veronal buffer, pH 
8.6, 0.10 ionic strength, was determined by the refractometric measurement 
of free diffusion in the Tiselius cell with the scanning method of Longsworth 
(10). Analysis of the refraction index gradient curves by means of the 
maximum height and area method gave a value of 2.80 ± 0.08 X lO"’^ cm.® 
per second corrected to water at 20°. Analysis by means of the half width 
at the point of inflection gave 2.44 ± 0.02 X 10~’ cm.® per second. The 
average of the two values is 2.6 X 10“® cm.® per second. 

The ultraviolet absorption spectrum was typical for proteins and agreed 
closely with that determined for the crj^oglobulin described by Lerner and 
Greenberg (8). 


DISC0SSIOX 

From a consideration of the physical constants and solubility of this 
pathological protein, it is obvious that it is different from any blood protein, 
either normal or pathological, which has heretofore been studied (Table I). 
Furthermore, it would seem from the information at hand that this particu- 
lar blood cryoglobulin is derived from the cells of lymphosarcoma tissue, 
since both the serum and tissue e.xtract contain large amounts. Unequivo- 
cal proof of the latter point requires the demonstration that the components 
of the tissue extract were not in part derived from the tissue lymph fluid or 
contaminating blood. The following considerations make the possibility 
of contamination with e.xtracelluiar fluid unlikely; (1) The tissue extract was 
nearly colorless and thus was not grossly contaminated with whole blood. 
(2) Thin slices of the tissue were washed with a large volume of bicarbonate- 
KCl buffer before breaking the cells. (3) Extracts which contained com- 
ponents of nearly identical mobility (Fig. 1, a and 5) were obtained from 
two separate masses of lymph nodes. (4) The ratio of the concentration of 
the crj^globulin component to the “albumin” in the tissue e.xtract was 
different from that in the serum (3.4 and 1.0 respectively). 

Little is known as to the origin of the cryoglobulins. The liver has been 
reported to be a probable site of formation (1). Although, as pointed out 
above, the presence of a protein in a tissue extract does not establish that 
tissue as the site of formation, it seems likely, from the considerations out- 

* Protein concentration determined by nitrogen .analj-sis and factor of 6.25. 
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lined, that in this condition the pathological cells are directly involved in 
the process. 

The molecular weight of 600,000 for the main component of the cryoglob- 
ulin was calculated from the sedimentation and diffusion constant by means 
of the Svedberg equation, assuming a partial specific volume of 0.75. The 
value 600,000 should be considered only approximate, since the diffusion 
constant was determined for a system containing two components in the 
ultracentrifuge although homogeneous in electrophoresis. The calculated 
frictional ratio, ///o, is 1.45, which corresponds to a ratio of major to minor 
axis of 9 for an ellipsoid of revolution, assuming zero hydration. 

The significance, in terms of metabolic abnormality, of the presence of 
large amounts of a high molecular weight protein in the Ijunphoid tissue and 
serum, can at present be only a matter of conjecture. Waldenstrom (5) 
advanced the hypothesis that these pathological proteins represent protein 
newly formed in response to the presence of a virus which acts as a template. 
Although speculation on this problem is tempting, our present state of 
knowledge does not permit an adequate explanation of the factors control- 
ling the elaboration of normal plasma proteins and thus precludes a reason- 
able basis for an explanation for the appearance of abnormal proteins in 
plasma. It is hoped that the continued study of the intracellular proteins 
of normal and diseased tissues vdll provide the information necessary for 
establishing the relationships of these to the plasma proteins. 

SUHRURY 

The sedimentation constant, diffusion constant, ultraviolet absorption 
spectrum, and electrophoretic mobility of a cryoglobulin isolated from the 
lymph nodes and serum of a case of Ijmphosarcoma have been determined. 
The protein, electrophoretically homogeneous at pH 4.7 and 8.6, but con- 
taining two components of different sedimentation constant, did not com- 
pletely correspond in its properties to anj”- cryoglobulin previously described. 

The significance of the finding of similar abnormal proteins in both serum 
and lymphatic tissue of the same patient is discussed. 


We wish to express our thanlts to Dr. J. S. Hirschboeck, Department of 
Medicine, Marquette University, for providing us vdth seinim from this 
patient and to Dr. J. F. Kuzma, pathologist, Columbia Hospital, Mil- 
waukee, for providing Ijmph nodes obtained at autopsy. 
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EFFECT OF PITUITAEY EXTRACTS UPON GLUCOSE UPTAEE 
BY DIAPHRAGMS FROM NORMAL, HYPOPHYSECTOMIZED, 
AND ECYPOPHYSECTOMIZED-ADRENALECTOMIZED RATS* 

By C. B. PABEt akd M. E. B31AHL 

(From the Deparlmenis of Biological Chemistry and Pharmacology, Washington 

University School of Medicine, St. Louis) 

(Beceived for publication, June 27, 1949) 

The measurement of the glucose uptake of rat diaphragm muscle in vitro 
is of interest because striated muscle is quantitatively the most important 
tissue for glucose disposal in the animal body and because glucose uptake, 
for vhich the hexokinase reaction is presumably the rate-determining en- 
zymatic step, has been shown to be xmder hormonal control. 

The evidence for hormonal control obtained so far consisted in the dem- 
onstration that the glucose uptake by diaphragm from diabetic animals was 
depressed below normal (1,2), that it was slightly above normal in adrenal- 
ectomized and diabetic-adrenalectomized rats, and that it was markedly 
increased in diaphragms from hypophysectomized animals (1,3). The ad- 
dition of insulin to the diaphragm in vitro caused a marked acceleration of 
uptake under all conditions so far tested. 

It has now been found that injection of certain pituitary fractions can 
depress the glucose uptake by diaphragm from hypophysectomized animals 
to or below the normal level and the uptake by normal diaphragm to the 
diabetic level. The participation of adrenal cortical secretions in this 
effect is indicated by the fact that injections of pituitary extracts do not 
cause inhibition in hypophysectomized-adrenalectomized animals unless 
adrenal cortical extract is injected at the same time. 

Methods and Materials 

Animals — ^Young male rats of the Sprague-Dawley and Anheuser-Busch 
strains were used. They were maintained under the conditions previously 
described (3). 

Hj-pophysectomized animals, weighing about 125 gm. at the time of 
operation,* were males of the Sprague-Dawley strain or, in a few cases, 

* This work was supported in part by a research grant from Eli Lilly and Company. 

t Senior Bcsearch Fellow of the National Institutes of Health, United States 

Public Health Service. 

* The hj'pophj'sectomies were performed by the Hormone Assay Laboratories, 
Chicago. 
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females of the Anheuser-Busch strain. The rats ^verc used between 15 and 
30 days after operation. 

Hypophysectomized-adrenalcctomizcd animals were prepared by single 
stage adrenalectomy of Spraguc-Dawley males under sodium hexobarbital 
anesthesia 15 to 30 days after hypophysectomy. These animals were 
given 0.5 per cent sodium chloride to drink and remained in good condi- 
tion until used 48 to 72 hours after operation. 

Test Procedure — One-half of the excised diaphragm was incubated with 
shaking for 1 hour at 37° in Krebs-Henseleit salt solution containing 140 
mg. per cent of glucose. The other half was incubated under the same con- 
ditions wdth the addition to the medium of 0.1 unit (approximately 5 7) of 
insulin- per ml., except as specifically indicated in Tables II and III. De- 
tails of the procedure are described under Series II in a preceding paper (3). 

Pituitary fractions were tested bj’- intraperitoneal injection. The frac- 
tions were dissolved or suspended by grinding in 0.9 per cent sodium chlo- 
ride immediately prior to injection. The solution of ciystalline growdh 
Fraction II wms facilitated by the addition of 0.2 volume of 1 at tris(hy- 
drox3unethyl)aminomethane buffer at pH 8.0 (4). Control injections of 
solvents had no effect on the glucose uptake by diaphragm. Adrenal 
cortical extract® was injected intramuscularly. Appropriate controls were 
run with each set of injected animals. 

Preparation of Fractions from Anterior Pituitary — Beef pituitaries w’ere 
placed in dry ice short!}’" after removal from the animal and kept frozen 
until used, Avhich w’as usually wdthin 3 days of collection. The anterior 
lobes were removed in the frozen state, mixed "with powdered dr}’^ ice, and 
put through a coffee grinder to give a coarse frozen po"v\'der. This was e.x- 
tr.acted overnight at 2° with calcium hydroxide at pH 11.5; ordinarily, 300 
gm. of ground anterior lobe "n^ere extracted in a total volume of 2 liters. 
The resulting suspension wms adjusted to pH 8.7 ■\Hth carbon dioxide and 
left standing for several hours in the ice box. The undissolved material 
W’as removed by centrifugation and discarded. The various products de- 
scribed below^ were obtained by further fractionation of the supernatant 
fluid of pH 8.7 at 2°. Ten batches of pituitary w’^cre worked up over a 
period of 15 months, all of which yielded active fractions. In general, a 
single fraction was prepared from a given batch of glands. 

Crude Fraction I — ^An aliquot of the supernatant fluid of pH 8.7 was 
dialyzed for several hours at 2° against distilled Avater and lyophilized. 1 
mg. of the powder was obtained from 24 mg. of fresh anterior pituitary. 

- Two types of insulin were employed, a Lilly commercial sample, SO units per 
ml., and a Novo sample which was free of hyperglycemic factor. 

® This was a commercial sample of Upjohn lipoadrcnal cortical e.xtract (Lot 
52782TK), provided for this work through the courtesy of Dr. M. H. Kuizenga of 
The Upjohn Company. 
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Crude Fraction II — 50 per cent'* ethanol was added to the supernatant 
fluid of pH 8.7 until a concentration of 19 per cent was reached. The 
precipitate was collected by centrifugation, resuspended in distilled water, 
and lyophilized. 1 mg. of powder was obtained from 30 mg. of fresh 
glands. 

Crude Fraction III — The supernatant fluid of pH 8.7 was dialyzed for 
several hours against distilled water at 2°. 50 per cent ethanol was added 
until a concentration of 13 per cent was reached. The precipitate was 
collected by centrifugation, resuspended in distilled water, and lyophilized. 
1 mg. of powder was obtained from 52 mg. of fresh glands. 

Crystalline Growth Fraction I — ^This was prepared according to the origi- 
nal method of Fishman, Wilhelmi, and Russell (5). The product, which 
has high growth activity, is partially crj’'stalline but not electrophoreticallj’’ 
homogeneous. Ethanol was added to the supernatant fluid of pH 8.7 until 
a concentration of 13 per cent was reached. The precipitate was collected 
by centrifugation and redissolved in calcium hydroxide at pH 11; this solu- 
tion was adjusted to pH 8.6. The resulting precipitate was discarded and 
ethanol was added to the supernatant fluid to give a concentration of 7 per 
cent. The partly crystalline precipitate was collected by centrifugation, 
resuspended in distilled water, and lyophilized. 1 mg. of powder was ob- 
tained from 660 mg. of fresh glands. 

Crystalline Growth Fraction II — ^This was prepared essentially according 
to the improved procedure of Wilhelmi, Fishman, and Russell (6), which 
jdelds a crystalline growth hormone preparation of greater homogeneity 
than crystalline growth Fraction I. A fresh batch of crude Fraction II was 
taken up in 0.1 m KCl and the pH adjusted to 11. The pH was then low- 
ered to 5.0 and the precipitate discarded. The pH of the supernatant fluid 
was readjusted to 8.7, and ethanol was added xmtil a concentration of 5 per 
cent was reached. The precipitate was discarded. The addition of ethanol 
was then continued to a final concentration of 20 per cent. The qualit}-- 
of the crj’-stals obtained was improved by maintaining the pH at 7.9 by 
addition of an occasional drop of 1 n KOH. The cr^'-stals were collected 
by centrifugation, resuspended in distilled water, and lyophilized. For 
recrystallization, the crj'stals were dissolved in 0.1 si KCl and the above 
procedures repeated. 1 mg. of crystals can be obtained from about 350 
mg. of fresh anterior pituitarj' (6), but the yield here obtained was some- 
what less, as no effort was made to achieve maximum recovers’- of active 
material from discarded fractions. 

Results 

-•Vll rates of glucose utilization are expressed as mg. per gm. of wet dia- 
phragm per hour. 

* .Ml alcoliol concentrations are e.vpressed as volumes per cent. 
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Effect of Hypophyscctomy and Ilypophysccloniy Phis Adrenalectomy on 
Glucose Uptake hy Diaphragm (Table I) — glucose uptake of the isolated 
diaphragm was measured in a series of forty-nine hypophysectomized rats. 
The rate of glucose utilization without added insulin was 3.8 and with added 
insulin 5.5 mg. The rates for noi-mal diaphragm under the same conditions 
were 2.7 and 4.5 mg. These results confirm the earlier report that the 
glucose uptake by rat diaphragm is greatly increased during the period of 
10 to GO days after removal of the pituitary. When diaphragms are tested 
from rats 10 days or less after hypoph 3 'sectomy, this increase may not be 
apparent (3, 7, 8). 


Table I 

Glucose Uptake by Diaphragm froyn Normal, Ilypophyscclomized, and 
Hypophyseclomizcd-Adrcnaleclomizcd Spraguc-Daudey Rats 


Rat preparation 

Period 

of 

No. of 

Gtucosc uptatc, mg. per gm. wet 
tissue per lir. 

fasting 

rats 

In glucose 

In glucose + 
insuiiQ 

Normal 

hrs, 

20-24 

19 

2.7 d: O.OS* 

4.5 ± 0.10 

Hypophysectomized 

20-24 

49 

3.8 ± 0.10 

5.5 rfc 0.10 

Hypophysectomized-adrenalecto- 
mized 

3-20 

16 

3.1 ± 0.09 

5.9 ± 0.25 


Test for significance of differences. Normal, no insulin, versus hypophysectomized, 
no insulin, P = <0.001. Normal, no insulin, t7crsn5hj'poph3'scctomized-adrenalecto- 
mized, no insulin, P = 0.003. Normal, with insulin, versus hj’pophj’sectomized or 
hypophysectomized-adrenalectomized, with insulin, P = <0.001. 

* Standard error. 

Hypophysectomized rats were adrenalectomized and the glucose uptake 
of the diaphragm measured 48 to 72 hours later. These animals re- 
mained in good condition but became moribund with hjpoglycemic con- 
vulsions when fasted 24 hours, a fasting period easily tolerated by hjpo- 
physectomized rats. The rate of glucose uptake in the absence of added 
insulin was intermediate between the values for the normal and the hjpo- 
physectomized animals.® In the presence of insulin the rate was not 
significantly different from that for the hypophysectomized series. 

Effect of Pituitary Extracts on Glucose Uptake by Diaphragms from Normal 

^ Villee and Hastings (2) found the rate of glucose uptake by diaphragm from 
animals adrenalectomized and subsequently hypophysectomized to be higher than 
after hypophyseotomy alone. In the experiments here reported the two glands 
were removed in the reverse order, and it should therefore be investigated whether 
this is responsible for the difference in the results obtained. 
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and Hypophysectomized Rais — In the non-fasted normal Anheuser-Busch rat 
large doses of crude Fraction II reduced the uptake of glucose from 3.0 to 
1.6 mg., the level observed pre%dously in diabetic preparations. Crystalline 
growth Fraction I at a dosage of 3 mg. per 100 gm. was equally effective. 
The addition of insulin increased the uptake significantly in both cases 
(Table II).® 

In the hypophj’-sectomized rat, both crude Fraction III at a dose of 10 
mg. and crystalline growth Fraction I at a dose of 3 mg. produced a statisti- 
cally significant reduction in the rate when injected 3 to 6 hours prior to the 
removal of the diaphragm. Neither crude Fraction I at a dose of 5 to 10 
mg. nor crystalline growth Fraction II at a dose of 3 to 5 mg. was active 


Tabij: II 

Glucose Uptake by Diaphragm from Normal, Non-Fasted Anheuser-Busch Eats after 
Intraperiloneal Injection of Various Fractions of Anterior Pituitary 


Type o! jiUuitaiy traction 
injected* 

Dose per 
' 100 gm. 

Time 

^twecn 

; No. oi 

Glucose uptake* mg, per gm. Tret 
tissue per nr. 

xat 

and removal 
of diaphragm 


la glucose 

In glucose -f 
insuliot 

None, controls 

1 

hrz. 

6 

S.O ± 0.23t 

4.2 ± 0.38 

Crude Fraction II 

Crystalline growth Fraction 

25-50 

4 

8 

1.6 ± 0.17 

2.8 ± 0.21 

I 

3 

4 

6 

1.8 ± 0.11 

3.5 ± 0.24 


Tests for significance of differences. Control, no insulin, versus crude growth 
Fraction II, no insulin, P — 0.001. Control, no insulin, versus crj'stalline growth 
Fraction I, no insulin, P — 0.001. 

* See the te-vt for the preparation of the fractions. 

t 0.01 unit of insulin per ml. was used in this series. 

J Standard error. 

under these circumstances, but both produced a depression in rate when 
injected 24 hours before the diaphragm was removed. At a single dose of 
0.1 mg., which is approximately the total amount of growth hormone re- 
quired over a 10 day period for optimal growth response (10), ci^^stalline 
growth Fraction II was inactive. The decreased glucose uptake in muscle 
of h 3 rpophysectomized rats after injection of pituitary fractions was in each 
instance counteracted by the addition of insulin m vitro (Table III). 

‘ Not included in Table II are experiments with a crude saline e.xtract. Injec- 
tion of the equivalent of 2 gm. of anterior pituitarj' 4 to 24 hours prior to the re- 
moval of the diaphragm did not depress glucose uptake. Similar results with this 
tj-pe of extract were obtained by Corkill and Nelson (9). The suppression of the 
effect of added insulin which they described has not been observed in our e.xperi- 
ments. 
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R6lc of Adrenals — In liypophyscctomized-adrenalectomized animals 
neither crude Fraction III alone nor adrenal extract alone produced a de- 
pression of glucose uptake by the diaphragm; with concurrent injections of 
both extracts there was a significant and substantial depression (Table IV). 

Table III 

Glucose Uptake by Diaphragm from Jlypophyscclomizcd Hats {Anheuser-Busch and 
Sprague-Daivley Strains) after Intrapcriloncal Injections of Various Fractions 

of Anterior Pituitary 


All animals were fasted 20 to 24 hours prior to removal of diaphragms. 


Type of pituitary fraction injected* 

Dose per 
100 gm. 

Time 
between 
injection 
and re- 
moval of 
diaphragm 

No. of 
rats 

Glucose uptake, mg. per gm. wet 
tissue per hr. 

rat 

In glucose 1 

In plucose -f 
insulin 

None, controls 

fng. 

hn. 

49 

3.8 db O.lOt 

5.5 ± 0.10 

Crude Fraction I 

5 -10 

3- G 

5 

3.G 

6.0 


10 

19-2G 

11 

2.7 ± O.IG 

4.9 db 0.10 

Crude Fraction III 

10 

3- G 

15 

3.1 ± 0.14 

5.3 d: 0.16 


lot 

4 

9 

2.1 ± O.OS 

4.6 ± 0.14 

Crystalline growth Fraction 

T 

3 

3 

1 9 

2.5 ± 0.16 

3.8 dr 0.21§ 

Crystalline growth Fraction 

3-5 

3- 4 

9 

1 3.5 ± 0.28 

5.4 dr 0.13 

II 

0.1 

24 

4 

3.5 

5.5 


3 

24 

S 

2.8 db 0.20 

5.2 dr 0.13 


Test for significance of differences. Control, no insulin, versus crude growth 
Fraction I (19 to 26 hours), no insulin, P = <0.001. Control, no insulin, versus 
crude growth Fraction III, no insulin, P = 0.001. Control, no insulin, versus crys- 
talline growth Fraction I, no insulin, P = <0.001. Control, no insulin, versus 
crystalline growth Fraction II at a dose of 3 mg. given 24 hours prior to test, no 
insulin, P = <0.001. 

* See the te.vt for the preparation of the fractions. 

■f Standard error. 

$ These rats were also injected with adrenal cortical extract, 0.25 ml. each, at 24 
and 4 hours prior to removal of diaphragm. 

§ 0.01 unit of insulin per ml. was used in this series. The value of 3.8 is not sig- 
nificantly lower than the control value of 4.2 obtained concurrently at this insulin 
concentration. 

In hypophysectomized animals, in which production of adrenal cortical 
steroids may be expected to be reduced, there was an augmentation of the 
action of crude Fraction III by the concurrent administration of adrenal 
cortical extract, as shown by a decrease in the rate of glucose uptake from 
3.1 to 2.1 mg. (Table III). 

These results show that adrenal cortical activity strongly enhances the 
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depressing effect of pituitary on glucose uptake by muscle, and may actually 
be necessary for the pituitary to become effective. This raises the question 
whether adrenotropic hormone was present in some of the growth hormone 
fractions used and whether stimulation of the adrenals by this highly active 
pituitary factor contributed to some of the observed effects. For example, 
the difference in activity betw^een crystalline growth Fractions I and II 
(Table III) may bave been due to the presence of different amounts of 
adrenotropic hormone. Until these points have been clarified, it is difficult 

Table TV 

' Glucose Uptake by Diaphragm from Hypophyseclomized-Adrenaleclomized Rais after 
Jniraperitoneal Injection of Pituitary and Adrenal Cortical Extracts 

All rats were of the Sprague-Dawley strain and were fasted 4 to 6 hours prior to 
removal of the diaphragm. Pituitary extract was given at a dose of 10 mg. per 100 
gm. of rat at 4 hours; adrenal cortical extract was given in two doses, 0.25 ml. each, 
at 24 and 4 hours prior to the use of the animals. 


Injection* 

No, of 

Glucose uptake, me:, per gm. wet 
tissue per hr. 


In glucose 

In glucose -f 
iosuUn 

Saline 

16 

3.1 ± 0.09t 

5.9 ± 0.25 

Crude Fraction III 

10 

3.2 ± 0.17 

5.6 d= 0.14 

Adrenal cortical extract 

14 

3.1 =b 0.14 

6.1 ± 0.03 

Crude Fraction III -f- adrenal cortical 
extract 

10 

2.4 ± 0.15 

5.3 ± 0.15 


Test for significance of differences. Saline, no insulin, versus crude Fraction III 
plus adrenal cortical extract, no insulin, P = 0.001. Adrenal cortical extract, with 
insulin, versus crude Fraction III plus adrenal cortical extract, with insulin, P = 
< 0 . 001 . 

* See the text for the preparation of the fractions. 

t Standard error. 

to say whether the active material is identical with the grotvth hormone or 
is a separate entity.’' 

’ Since this paper was sent to press, a depression of the glucose uptake of dia- 
phragms from hypophj^ectomized rats has been observed at the following doses of 
growth hormone, which are substantially below those recorded in Table III: (a) a 
single dose of 200 y of crystalline growth hormone (Armour, Lot 22B212) per 100 gm. 
iniectcd 24 hours prior to removal of the diaphragm; ( 6 ) eight daily doses of 40 7 of 
crystalline growth Fraction II per 100 gm. gi\-en concurrently with SO y per 100 gm. 
per day of a purified preparation of adrenocorticotropic hormone; this dosage of ad- 
renocorticotropic hormone alone caused some restoration of adrenal weights but 
(lid not cause growth or exert a depressant effect on glucose uptake. 
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SUMMARY 

1. Various fractions of the anterior pituitary at dosages of 3 mg, or more 
per 100 gm., injected intraperitoneally 3 hours prior to removal of the dia- 
phragm, had the following effects on the glucose uptake of the isolated 
muscle. In normal rats glucose uptake was depressed to the level ob- 
served previously in diabetic preparations; in hypophysectomized rats 
the increased rate of glucose uptake was returned to nonnal, and 
with concurrent injection of adrenal extract, it was depressed to a still 
lower level. 

2. The glucose uptake by diaphragm from hj^iophysectomized-adrenal- 
ectomized rats, which was above normal, was not reduced by the injection 
of a pituitaiy fraction that was active in the rat lacking only the hj'pophysis. 
With the concurrent administration of adrenal extract, inactive by itself at 
the dosage level emploj^ed, the same pituitary extract produced a significant 
depression of glucose uptake. 

3. Insulin brought about an increase in glucose uptake both in the ab- 
sence and in the presence of pituitaiy-adrenal secretions. 

4. The pituitary factor is stable to alcohol and to drjdng from the frozen 
state and follows the growth hormone during fractionation, including 
crystallization. 
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The two general methods employed for estimating xanthine oxidase 
activity are (1) manometric measurement of the rate of oxygen consump- 
tion and (2) determination of the decolorization time of methylene blue 
in the presence of xanthine or hypoxanthine. Both methods have been 
used widely in studies of the purified enzyme {e.g. (1, 2)). Each has been 
adapted to the estimation of xanthine oxidase in liver, the manometric 
procedure by Axelrod and Elvehjem (3) and the methylene blue tech- 
nique by Figge and Strong (4). 

The purpose of the present paper is (1) to consider some factors affecting 
the manometric estimation of liver xanthine oxidase; (2) to compare the 
manometric and methylene blue techniques for the estimation of liver 
xanthine oxidase, and to show the correlation of the two methods as the 
xanthine oxidase activity of rat livers is varied under different dietarj' 
conditions (5); and (3) to provide additional eiudence that at least 50 
per cent of the initial endogenous respiration of rat liver homogenates is 
contributed by the oxidation of purine substrates. 

EXPERIMEKTAL 

Warburg Procedure — Liver xanthine oxidase was determined by the ■ 
method of Axelrod and Elvehjem (3), but with Warburg manometers 
having 0.2 cc. of 20 per cent KOH in the center well. Urate oxidation 
was also determined simultaneously as described (3). Purified xanthine 
oxidase was prepared from milk by the method of Ball (1). Variations 
in activity of liver xanthine oxidase were obtained bj" dietary means (5). 

In this determination the endogenous respiration of the liver homogenate 
was largely dissipated in a 40 minute incubation period prior to tipping 
in the xanthine. The xanthine oxidase acthrity was calculated from the 
excess 0: consiunption in the xanthine flasks during the subsequent 20 
minute reading periods; onl}’’ those values that fell on the linear part of 
the cun'e were chosen. All manometric determinations were run in 
duplicate and the final values for xanthine oxidase activity were calculated 
as cmm. of O 2 consumed per gm. of dn' liver per hour. 1 c.mm. of O 2 per 
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gm. of dry liver per hour was considered to be 1 unit of xanthine oxidase 
activity. 

Xanthine Oxidation hy Liver Homogenates — Typical oxygen consump- 
tion curves for three different livers of vaiying xanthine oxidase activity 



1‘iG. 1. Oxygen consumption curves for three different liver homogenates nith 
xanthine oxidase activities of 1500, 350, and 0 c.mm. of 0^ per gm. of dry liver per 
hour. Solid line, endogenous respiration; dash line, oxygen consumption when 
xanthine was tipped in (arrow) after 40 minutes; dotted lino, effect of tipping in 
xanthine after 80 minutes. Inset, excess ox 3 ’gen consumption in the presence of 
xanthine. 

are shown in Fig. 1. For the liver nuth a normal xanthine oxidase activity 
of 1500 units, the oxy’^gen consumption followed the cuiwes previously 
described by Axelrod and Elvehjem (3), and there was no difference in 
response when the xanthine was tipped in at 40 or 80 minutes after start- 
ing the measurement. However, when the xanthine o.xidase activity was 
below approximately 500 units, tipping in xanthine at the usual 40 minute 
point pi’oduced an appreciable inhibition of tlie endogenous respiration; 
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so that the total oxygen consumption in the xanthine flasks never greatly 
exceeded that of the control flasks during the entire 100 minute run (Curve 
II, Fig. 1). It should be noted that the 20 minute increments of oxygen 
consumption in the xanthine flasks eventually exceeded the corresponding 
increment in the controls (inset, Fig. 1), and this excess allowed a calcula- 
tion of 350 units for the xanthine oxidase activity of this particular liver, 
even though the total oxygen consumption in the xanthine flasks was 
less than in the controls. This calculation was justified by the results 
obtained when xanthine was tipped in after 80 minutes incubation (Curve 
II), whereupon the inhibition of the endogenous respiration was avoided, 
and the net oxygen consumption due to xanthine occurred at a rate equiva- 
lent to an acthdty of 350 units. In Curve III, Fig. 1, the oxygen con- 
sumption in the xanthine flasks was less than in the controls during each 
20 minute period, and the xanthine oxidase activity of such livers could 
only be recorded as zero. A sunilar continuous but less intense inhibition 
of the endogenous respiration was observed when the addition of xanthine 
was delayed to the 80 minute point. Such “zero” livers have been shown 
by other means to contain small amounts (50 to 100 units) of xanthine 
oxidase. 

This inhibition of the endogenous respiration upon addition of xanthine 
was observed in normal livers when the xanthine was tipped in after 10 
minutes instead of after the usual 40 minute incubation. However, the 
oxj’^gen consumption in the xanthine flasks eventually surpassed the con- 
trols at about the same time and to the same degree that would have 
resulted from adding the xanthine at the usual 40 minute point. These 
results with livers of both high and low activity varied in degree only, 
and indicated that (1) some portion of the endogenous substrate w'as 
preferentially oxidized before the xanthine oxidation became apparent, 
and (2) a more complete removal of this endogenous substrate prior to 
adding the xanthine prevented the inhibition effects. The relatively 
low oxygen consumption during the first 20 minute period after tipping 
in xanthine in a typical normal run is a further manifestation of this 
inhibition efi'ect, since the conditions are theoretically optimal for a 
maximum rate of xanthine omdation. 

The inhibition by xanthine w'as not due to the alkali in which the xan- 
thine W’as dissolved, since tipping in the same amount of alkali alone had 
no effect on the endogenous respiration. It w’as apparently unrelated to 
carbohydrate metabolism since (1) the addition of 1.5 to 30 mg. of glucose 
to the flasks at the start of the determination had no effect on the endoge- 
nous oxygen consumption or the pattern of the response to xanthine, and 
(2) fasting the rats for 24 hours to eliminate liver glycogen stores was 
similarly without pronoimced effect. The average xanthine oxidase 
actirity of five fasted rats was 1380 ± 58 units, and both the endogenous 
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respiration and the response to added xanthine were similar to the results 
observed Avith fed rats. 

The mechanism of xanthine inhibition appeared to be related to the 
known inhibition of xanthine oxidase bj^ a relative excess of substrate (6). 
In Fig. 2 are oxygen consumption cuiams for two livers, with different 
xanthine oxidase activities, showing the effect of adding 0 15 cc. of 0.05 m 
hypoxanthine in 0.05 N NaOH to the flask at the start of the run. When 



Fig. 2. The effect of added hypoxanthine on the oxygen consumption of two dif- 
ferent liver homogenates with xanthine oxidase activities of 1710 and 0 c.mm. ofOj 
per gm. of dry liver per hour. Solid line, endogenous respiration; xanthine tipped 
in at arrow to give tlie dotted line; dash line, o-xygen consumption in the presence of 
hypoxanthine added to the body of the flask; xanthine tipped in at arrow to give the 
dash-dot line. 

the xanthine oxidase activity Avas high, the hypoxanthine inhibited only 
slightlj’’ at first and gaAm a sustained high endogenous oxj''gen consumption; 
tipping in xanthine under such circumstances gaAm an inliibition of the 
respiration instead of the marked stimulation obseiwed in the absence 
of added hypoxanthine. "Wlren the xantlnne oxidase activity of the liver 
was zero, added hypoxanthine inliibited the endogenous respiration 
throughout the run, and tipping in the xantliine then gave a further 
inliibition. 

Adding xanthine (0.15 cc. of 0.05 m) to the body of the flask at the start 
of the run and tipping in more xanthine at 40 minutes gave results similar 
to those shown for hypoxanthine in Fig. 2 for livers of both normal and 
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zero activity. Adding guanine to normal liver homogenate had little 
or no effect on the early respiration, but a high endogenous rate was 
continued for 60 to 80 minutes because of the oxidation of the guanine; 
addition of xanthine at 40 minutes gave slight or no inhibition of the 
oxygen consumption, but the true xanthine oxidase activity became 
measurable only after the guanine oxidation was complete. With livers 
of zero activity, added guanine inhibited the endogenous respiration 
slightly, and tipping in xanthine at 40 minutes gave a further slight 
inhibition. 



Fig. 3. The effect of added adenine on the o.xygen consumption curves of two dif- 
ferent liver homogenates. Solid line, endogenous respiration; xanthine tipped in 
at arrow to give the dotted line; dash line, o.xygen consumption in the presence of 
adenine added to the body of the flask; xanthine tipped in at arrow to give the dash- 
dot line. Insets, excess o.xygen consumption in the presence of xanthine. Solid 
line, no adenine added; dash-dot line, in presence of adenine. Figures along the 
curves refer to c.mm. of Oi consumed per 20 minute period. 

Adenine (0.15 cc. of 0.05 m) was not oxidized by normal rat liver ho- 
mogenate, and, when added after an initial 40 minutes incubation, it had 
no effect on the oxygen consumption. WhQn adenine was added to the 
body of the flask at the start of the run, it inhibited the early endogenous 
respiration, but the slower rate was sustained until the total oxygen con- 
sumption was nearly identical mth that of the controls. T 3 T)ical curves 
are shown in Fig. 3. Normal liver (1550 units) gave results similar to 
those shown for the liver %vith 885 units of xanthine o.xidase activity; 
adenine inliibition of zero livers was similar to that shown in the cuives for 
the 425 unit liver. In the presence of adenine the oxidation of xanthine 
was apparently slowed until the endogenous respiration had caught up 
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with the adcnine-frce controls; thereafter the oxidation of xanthine oc- 
curred at ncarlj'’ the same rate in the presence or absence of adenine. 
Actually the aioparent inhibition of xanthine oxidation in the presence 
of adenine was due to the sustained endogenous respiration rather than 
to a true inliibition of xanthine oxidation. With livers of low xanthine 
oxidase activity the endogenous respiration in the presence of adenine 
never caught up with the adenine-free controls and no xanthine oxidase 
activity could be observed. Without being o.xidized itself, adenine 
apparently interfered with the removal of a substrate in the homogenate 
that was nomially oxidized during the first 40 minutes, and the con- 
tinued presence of it in samples of low xantlunc oxidase activity interfered 
with the deteiTuination bj'’ giving a relatively sustained endogenous respira- 
tion and the xanthine inliibition effect. This endogenous substrate would 
seem to be a precursor of xanthine or hypoxanthinc, since the endogenous 
oxygen consumption in the presence of adenine was continued at nearly 



Fig. 4. The correlation of the endogenous respiration of liver homogenate during 
the first 10 minute measurement with the -xantliinc oxidase activitj’ of the liver 
(average of 360 determinations). 

the same rate during the later oxidation of xanthine. If endogenous 
xanthine or hypoxanthinc were being oxidized by the homogenate at the 
time the xanthine was tipped in, no increased rate of oxygen consumption 
could be expected, and the xanthine oxidase activity under such circum- 
stances would be “zero.” 

Endogenous Rate — ^The initial rate of the endogenous respiration paral- 
leled the xantliine oxidase activity of the liver, as is shown in Fig. 4. 
When the xanthine oxidase activity of the liver was normal, the endogenous 
respiration during the first 10 minutes was approximately 50 c.mm. of 
O 2 . When the liver was nearly devoid of xantliine oxidase, the corre- 
sponding endogenous oxygen consumption was approximately 25 c.mm. 
of O 2 . While these figures are indicative of the altered respiration in the 
absence of xanthine oxidase, an exact comparison is unrealistic because 
of the appreciable endogenous respiration that is dissipated during the 
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10 minute equilibration period. The oxygen consumption of a normal 
liver homogenate during the first 10 minutes was approximately 80 c.mm. 
instead of 50 c.mm. when the equilibration period was reduced from 10 
to 5 minutes. 

When the xanthine oxidase activity was normal (1400 to 1800 units), 
the high initial endogenous rate dropped off rapidly after the first 40 
minutes of incubation, the oxygen consumption per minute during the 
next 20 minutes being less than 35 per cent of that recorded initially. 
If a moderate endogenous respiration continued beyond the point at which 
the xanthine was added, the xanthine oxidase activity was usually found 
to be appreciably lower. WTien the endogenous ox 5 ’-gen consumption 
vns initially low, it usuall}’’ persisted ndth only a moderate falling off in 
rate throughout the major part of the 140 minute measurement. These 
differences can be noted in the cimves in Fig. 1, and indicate that the 
major part of the endogenous substrates is oxidized during the first 40 
minutes when the xanthine oxidase activity is normal, but that the endoge- 
nous respiration is slowed and the substrates persist when the xanthine 
oxidase activity is low. 

Urate Oxidation — ^The oxidation of uric acid by normal liver homogenates, 
as described by Axelrod and Elvehjem (3), was nearly completed in 20 
minutes. With livers of low xanthine oxidase activity the urate o.xida- 
tion was onlj’’ about 75 per cent complete at this point. However, when 
the urate addition was delayed imtil the endogenous respiration had pro- 
ceeded for 40 minutes, normal o.ridation of urate was observed, irrespective 
of the xanthine oxidase activity of the liver. Hence, liver uricase was 
unaffected by the dietary procedures, and variations in liver xanthine 
oxidase acti-sdtj'- were not secondarily due to fluctuations in uricase. The 
apparent slight decrease in the uricase activity of livers with low xanthine 
oxidase activity can be explained as another manifestation of the inhibition 
produced bj” an added purine (7). 

Xanthine Oxidase Addition and Dialysis — Liver homogenates of varying 
xanthine oxidase acti\dty were studied before and after dial 3 ’'sis, vith and 
wthout the addition of purified milk xanthine o.xidase. For dialysis, 
the liver homogenate was prepared with 2 volumes of water, dialyzed 
18 to 24 hours, and subsequently diluted vfith water and concentrated 
phosphate buffer to obtain the same proportions used in the undiatyzed 
sample. All other details of the ex-periments were identical with those 
pre^^ously described; so that the resirlts would be directly comparable. 

In Fig. 5 are shonm the results of a typical experiment in which purified 
xanthine oxidase was added to a liver homogenate of “zero” activity. 
The following points may be noted. (1) The addition of miUi xanthine 
oxidase restored the endogenous respiration to that of a typicall}" normal 
ctUA’-e. (2) The inhibition of the endogenous respiration by the addition 
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Fig. 5. The elTect of adding purified xanthine oxidase on the oxygen consumption 
curve of a liver homogenate with a xanthine oxidase activity of zero. Solid line, 
endogenous respiration; xanthine tipped in at arrow to give the dotted line; dash 
line, oxygen consumption in the presence of xantiiinc oxidase added to the body of 
the flask; xanthine tipped in at arrow to give the dash-dot lino. Inset, excess oxj’gen 
consumption in the presence of xanthine. Figures in parentheses refer to c.mm. 
of O2 per 20 minute period, the value for purified xanthine oxidase being taken only 
from the first 20 minute measurement. 



Fig. 6. The same as Fig. 5 except that the liver homogenate was dialyzed 
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of xanthine to livers of low xanthine oxidase activity was not observed in 
the presence of added xanthine oxidase. (3) An amount of purified 
xantWne oxidase which gave an oxygen uptake of 16 c-rnm. per 20 min- 
utes in an isolated system had a corresponding acthity of 26 c.mm. in 
the presence of the liver homogenate; numerous other experiments also 
indicated that the ensjone actmty was increased approximatelj^ 1.6 
times in the presence of liver homogenate. Axelrod and Elvehjem (3) 
reported a ratio of 2:1. Boiled preparations of xanthine oxidase were 
without effect. 

A portion of the same liver used above w'as homogenized and dialyzed 
against running tap water and finally distilled water for a total of 20 
hours. The results of the usual type of Warburg experiment with the 
dialyzed homogenate are shown in Fig. 6. A small residual endogenous 
respiration was observed, probably owing to incomplete dialysis. This 
residual endogenous respiration was not inhibited by the addition of 
xanthine; hence the substrate whose 03ddation was inhibited in the un- 
dialyzed homogenate was removed by dialysis. A very small but definite 
xanthine oxidase actirity was noted in the diatyzed homogenate. This 
activity of approximately 2 c.mm. of Oi per 20 minutes (70 rmits) was 
obseiv^ed consistently in nearly all livers whose activity before dialj’^sis 
was recorded as zero because of the persisting inhibition produced by 
xanthine. The addition of milk xanthine oxidase to the diatyzed liver 
shows the presence of only small amounts of purine substrates remaining 
after dialysis. The activity of the purified xanthine oxidase was in- 
creased to the same extent as that found for undialyzed homogenate. 

Studies similar to these were also made with liv'ers showing interme- 
diate and normal levels of xanthine oxidase activitj'. As the xanthine 
oxidase activity of the liver approached normal v'alues, the addition of 
purified xanthine o.ridase had less effect on the endogenous respiration, 
because smaller increases were required to giv^e the normal cun^e. When 
added to livers of normal activity, the purified .xanthine o.xidase had 
what appeared to be a slight inhibiting effect on the endogenous respira- 
tion, as is shown in Fig. 7. This inhibition, however, provnd to be an 
artifact, resulting from the more complete oxidation of free purine sub- 
strates in the liver homogenate during the initial 10 minute equilibration 
period; so that by the time the readings were started the liver homogenate 
containing added xanthine oxidase had less substrate available for oxi- 
dation, and the o.xygen uptake was comparatively reduced. This was 
demonstrated by placing the purified .xanthine oxidase in the side arm 
and tipping it into the livmr homogenate at the time the readings were 
started. The endogenous respiration was then increased during the first 
20 minutes instead of being decreased, but both the control and enzjme- 
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enriched preparations had consumed the same total amount of oxygen by 
30 minutes and had similar respiration curves thereafter (Fig, 7). The 
nature of the response to added xanthine oxidase further shows that only 
a limited amount of free hypoxantliine or xanthine exists in fresh liver; 
however, there may have been a continuous formation of hypoxanthine 
or xantliine from some precursor during the incubation, which would not 
have been detected by these experiments. 



Fig. 7. The effect of adding purified xanthine o.xidase on the oxygen consumption 
curve of a normal liver homogenate before and after dialysis. Curves at left, un- 
dialyzed; at right, dialyzed. Solid line, endogenous respiration; xanthine tipped 
in at arrow to give the dotted lines; dash line, oxj’-gen consumption in the presence 
of xanthine ojddase added to the body of the flask; xanthine tipped in at arrow to 
give the dash-dot line. The effect of tipping in .xanthine omdase at zero time to 
an undialyzed preparation is also shown. Insets, excess oxygen consumption in the 
presence of xanthine. Figures along curves refer to c.mm. of O 2 per 20 minute period, 
the value for purified xanthine oxidase being taken only from the first 20 minute 
measurement. 

The xanthine oxidase activity before and after dialysis was the same’ 
within approximately 10 per cent, for livers of both intermediate (700 
units) and normal levels (1600 to 1800 units) of activity. IMany of the 
livers showed slight losses of activity accompanying the dialysis. With 
both dialyzed and undialyzed livers the activity of added xantliine oxidase 
(12 to 18 c.mm. of O 2 per 20 minutes) was increased an average 1.6-fold 
and was then summated with the activity already present. Fig. 7 shows 
the effect of added xanthine oxidase on the same normal liver before and 
after dialysis. Boiled enzyme ivas without effect. 
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Livers of new-bom rats, which had a zero xanthine oxidase activity 
without much if any inhibition of the endogenous respiration on addition 
of xanthine, responded to added xanthine oxidase (14 to 18 c.nnn. of O2 
per 20 minutes) by an increase in the endogenous curve to normal or 
nearly normal levels. How'ever, the enzyme activity recovered in the 
homogenate approximately equaled that added instead of being increased 
some 1.6-fold, as was observed for more mature livers. After dialysis 
the livers of new-born rats still failed to show any xanthine oxidase activity. 

Methylene Blue Procedure— A w-eighed sample of liver w^as homogenized 
(Potter) with 2 volumes of water and a few drops of toluene. A 6 cc. 
aliquot (Pt; 2 gm. of liver) was dialyzed in a cellophane bag against running 
tap water for 4 hours and then against a large volume of distilled water 
containing a few drops of toluene for 18 to 24 hours in a cold room; the 
bags w'ere rocked continuously during the initial 4 hour dialysis. The 
contents of the bag were then removed as completely as possible and 
diluted to a convenient volume (usually 8 cc.). Each duplicate Thunberg 
tube contained 2 cc. of this dialyzed liver homogenate (f« 0.5 gm. of fresh 
liver) and 0.2 cc. of 0.5 M sodium phosphate buffer, pH 7.2. The side 
arm contained 0.1 cc. of 0.0113 11 methylene blue and 0.2 cc. of 0.5 per 
cent hypoxanthine in 0.05 n NaOH. For the blank determination 0.2 
cc. of distilled w'ater replaced the hypoxanthine solution. The tubes 
w’ere evacuated and flushed with nitrogen five times. After a 2 minute 
equilibration period in a w'ater bath at 38°, the tubes were inverted, rapidly 
mixed, and replaced in the bath. The decolorization time from the point 
of mixing to the disappearance of the blue color was reproducible within 
10 seconds in most determinations. 

The blank decolorization time was usually between 20 and 30 minutes. 
AH blanks could be extended to 50 minutes or more by an additional 16 
hours dialysis. How'ever, there seemed to be no particular advantage in 
a prolonged blank, since there was no correlation between the blank and 
the decolorization time observed with hypoxanthine. 

Rat livers of varied xanthine oxidase activities were studied simul- 
taneously by the Warburg and methylene blue techniques, and the results 
were plotted in a scatter (hagram, Fig. 8. A decolorization time of 2 
minutes in the procedure described wms equivalent to a xanthine oxidase 
acthitj’’ of 1800 c.mm. of 62 per gm. per hour in the Warburg procedure. 
A decolorization time of 5 minutes was equivalent to 750 canm. of O2 per 
gm. per hour. Between these limits there existed a straight line rela- 
tionship between the twm methods. With lower levels of enzyme actmty 
the decolorization time w’as progressively prolonged (2). Testing such 
livers with one-half and one-fourth the usual amounts of hypo.xanthine 
gave a significant decrease in decolorization time, but not enough to bring 
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the points to the theoretical straight line. Two livers whose xanthine 
oxidase activities Avere detennined to be zero by the Warburg method 
(because of continued inhibition of the respiration by xanthine) gave 
decolonization times of 48 and 20 minutes, Avith corresponding blanks of 
92 and 77 minutes. The presence of some cnz 3 Tne in these livers Avas 
indicated bj'- these results, lout the amount A\'as small. 

The internal accuracy of the methylene blue procedure appeared to be 
less than that obtained liy the Warburg method. Although duplicate 
Thunberg deteiTninations on the same dial 3 ’-sate Avere consistently re- 



METHYLENE BLUE DECOLORIZATION 
Fig. 8. Scatter diagram showing the relationship between the xanthine o.ddase 
nctivity of liver measured bj' the manometric and methylene blue techniques. 

producible, tAvo independent determinations on the same homogenate 
dialyzed separately occasionally shotAmd appreciable variation, which Avas 
not correlated AAuth any variation in the decolorization time of the blanlts. 
With the Warburg values as points of reference, the OAmr-all error in the 
methylene blue procedure seldom exceeded 35 seconds, or 200 units (c.mm* 
of O 2 per gm. per hour). 

A comparison of the methylene blue reduction and O 2 consumption 
on the same liver reveals that the limiting factor in the oxidation of hypo- 
xanthine by xanthine oxidase is the reoxidation of the reduced enz 3 Tne 
rather than the removal of hydrogen from the substrate. In the methylene 
blue procedure hydrogen is removed from the hypoxanthine substrate 
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at a rate whose equivalent oxygen consumption can be calculated and 
shovTi to exceed the actual rate of oxygen consumption in the Warburg 
procedure. 

The increased rate of reaction of the enzyme vith h 3 fpoxanthine com- 
pared vdth xanthine in the meth 3 dene blue reduction (8) was not observed 
in the Warburg procedure. Both xanthine and hypoxanthine gave identi- 
cal rates of ox 3 'gen consumption when tested with purified milk xanthine 
o.xidase. T^Tien added to fiver in a t 3 ^pical xanthine oxidase determi- 
nation, the rate of oxidation of hypoxanthine was 80 to 100 per cent 
of the rate obtained with xanthine. This would be expected if reoxidation 
of the enzyme were the limiting factor in the aerobic oxidation of both 
xanthine and hypoxanthine. 

Methylene Blue Aerobically — It is possible to increase the rate of oxygen 
consmnption by adding methylene blue as a h 3 '^drogen carrier to the aerobic 
system (9). The addition of 0.15 cc. of 0.0113 m methylene blue to the 
Warburg flask increased the activity of purified millc xanthine oxidase 
(16 to 22 c.mm. of O 2 per 20 minutes) about 3-fold with xanthine as the 
substrate; Avith hypoxanthine substrate the increase was initially 2-fold, 
but increased to 3-fold after the first 10 minutes. f^Tien added to fiver 
homogenates, the methylene blue increased the xanthine oxidase activity 
1.2- to 2.0-fold as the xanthine oxidase activity of the fiver varied from 
2300 to 350 imits. When the methylene blue was added to fivers whose 
xanthine o:!ddase activities were zero because of continued inhibition of 
the endogenous respiration by the xanthine, some activity was consistently 
detected, usually in the region of 200 units. Hence, the true xanthine 
oxidase activity of such zero fivers in the absence of methylene blue was 
about 100 units. This would agree well vith the 70 units found after 
dialysis. 

The effect of methylene blue on the endogenous oxygen consumption 
of liver homogenate varied with the xanthine oxidase activity of the 
preparation and with the time of addition of the methylene blue; the results 
were similar to but more marked than those obtained with added xanthine 
oxidase. Typical curves are shown in Fig. 9. When added to a liver 
homogenate of low xanthine oxidase actmt 3 ' (350 to 720 units), the methy- 
lene blue increased the earl 3 ’- endogenous rate, but the rate then fell off to 
less than the control values. When added to normal fiver (1900 units) 
before measurements were started, the o.xygen consumption was ap- 
preciably less than the control values throughout the run, owing to the 
more rapid and complete exhaustion of substrates in the homogenate 
during the equilibration period. Tipping in meth 5 -lene blue at the time 
the measurements were started resulted in an increased ox 3 'gen consump- 
tion for the first 10 minutes, ndth a subsequent falling off to about the 
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control level and a paralleling of the control curve thereafter. Tipping 
in methylene blue after 40 minutes of incubation had no eifect on the 
endogenous curve. 

Inhibiiors — Sodium arsenite in a final concentration of 0.005 m inhibited 
the endogenous respiration of rat liver appreciably, and decreased the 
xanthine oxidase activity to about one-fifth of the normal levels obtained 
in the absence of added arsenite. Arsenite vas previously reported to 
inhibit the xanthine oxidase in skin (10). 



Fig. 9. Tho effect of methylene blue on the oxygen consumption curves of three 
liver homogenates of varying xanthine oxidase activities. Solid lino, endogenous 
respiration; xanthine tipped in at arrow to give the dotted line; dash line, oxTgen 
consumption in the presence of meth 5 donc blue added to the body of the flask; xan- 
thine tipped in at arrow to give the dash-dot line. Tho effect of tipping in methyl- 
ene blue at zero time is also shown for the liver with a xanthine oxidase activity of 
1900. Adding methylene blue to the liver with zero xanthine oxidase activity did 
not change the endogenous respiration appreciably. Numbers along curves refer 
to the net oxygen consumption due to xanthine oxidation in c.mm. per 20 minutes. 

lodoacetate in a final concentration of 0.01 m was reported (11) to have 
no appreciable effect on milk xantlune oxidase or liver aldehyde oxidase in 
the methylene blue procedure. The effect of iodoacetate on the xanthine 
oxidase activity of rat liver was found to depend upon the time of addition. 
When iodoacetate was tipped in with the xantliine or hypoxanthine sub- 
strate after the usual 40 minutes incubation, the xantliine oxidase actiwty 
was decreased by only 15 to 30 per cent. However, when the iodoacetate 
was added to the homogenate before readings were begun (at least /O 
minutes before making the actual measurements), the xanthine oxidase 
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activity of the liver \vith either xanthine or hypoxanthine substrate was 
reduced to one-fourth or one-fifth of the value obtained in the absence of 
iodoacetate (1600 to 2000 units); the endogenous respiration was inhibited 
very little. The lack of effect of iodoacetate on the endogenous respiration 
can be explained by the time lag preceding the inactivation of xanthine 
oxidase. 

Bemheim et al. (12, 13) reported that the quinimine form of p-amino- 
phenol was a relatively specific inhibitor of milk and liver xanthine oxidase. 
In our experiments the addition of oxidized p-aminophenol to give a final 
concentration of 0.0002 M inhibited the endogenous respiration of normal 
liver (1800 units) during the first 40 minutes by only 20 to 30 per cent, 
while it completely inhibited the oxidation of xanthine when the latter was 
tipped in at 40 minutes. However, when the oxidized p-aminophenol and 
xanthine were tipped in together at either the 10 or 40 minute point, there 
was no inhibition of the xanthine oxidation. Similarly, if the xanthine 
were added to the body of the flask and oxidized p-aminophenol were 
tipped in at the 10 minute reading, the oxidation of xanthine was inhi- 
bited only slightly. Under the conditions of these experiments xanthine 
protected the enzyme from the inhibition effects of oxidized p-amino- 
phenol, and the relatively small effect of this inhibitor on the early endog- 
enous respiration may be attributed to the protection of the enzyme by 
the oxidation of endogenous purine substrates. 

DISCUSSION 

The results are consistent with the following interpretation. In a normal 
rat liver homogenate at least 50 per cent of the initial oxygen consumption 
is due to the oxidation of purine substrates (14); only a limited amount of 
free xanthine or hypoxanthine is present in the homogenate initially, but 
additional amounts are formed from some unidentified precursor during the 
incubation. The major portion of these purine substrates is oxidized 
within the first 40 minutes when the xanthine oxidase acthdty is normal. 
This results in a high endogenous rate of oxygen consumption, no accumu- 
lation of purines in the homogenate at the time xanthine is added, and a 
relatively straight forward o.xidation of the added xanthine. When the 
xanthine o.xidase activity of the liver homogenate is low, the endogenous 
purine substrates are oxidized more slowly, and the slower endogenous rate 
tends to be sustained for a longer period of time, because the decreased 
enzyme activity would require a longer time to remove a given amount of 
endogenous purine substrates. At the time the xanthine is usually tipped 
in, the homogenate still contains endogenous purine substrates in the 
process of being o.xidized, and the added xanthine inhibits this o.xidation 
by providing a relative excess of substrate for the limited amount of enzyme 
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present (6). The oxidation of the added xanthine can be observed only 
after the endogenous purines are exhausted, and the rapidity ivith which 
tliis occurs depends upon the xanthine oxidase activity of the original 
liver homogenate. 

Theoretically the manometric estimation of liver xanthine oxidase could 
give falsely low values because of a persisting oxidation of endogenous 
purine substrates, and this has been obseiwed with the “zero” livers that 
actually contain small amounts of xanthine oxidase. At least six instances 
have also been encountered in over 1000 determinations in which a high 
endogenous respiration has continued tliroughout the entire 140 minute 
run, and in wliich the determined xanthine oxidase activity was lower than 
that expected from the endogenous rate and appreciably lower than the 
averages of livers from the other rats in the same dietary'’ groups. Such 
determinations are suspect. Foidunately they are rare, and the good 
correlation between the manometric, and methylene blue procedures sup- 
ports the view that the manometric procedure is generally’’ reliable. In- 
dependent but simultaneous manometric determinations on the same liver 
gave values that agreed within 70 units (2 c.mm. of O 2 per 20 minutes) 
in most cases. 

Freshly prepared solutions of xanthine were oxidized by' the li^'er homo- 
genate less rapidly than solutions that had aged several months, and cor- 
respondingly gave about 10 per cent lower xanthine oxidase acti^dty for the 
liver. This effect may be related to the finding (15) that irradiation of the 
solutions to produce small amounts of peroxide hastened the methylene 
blue reduction by the xanthine oxidase sy’stem. 

SUMMAHY 

The initial endogenous rate of oxygen consumption by rat liver homo- 
genate was proportional to the xanthine oxidase acti\'ity of the sample. 
Low endogenous rates tended to persist and w'ere inliibited by' the addition 
of xanthine. Adding xantliine to a homogenate actively' oxidizing xantliine 
or hy'poxanthine inhibited the rate of o.xy'gen consumption. Adenine 
slowed and prolonged the early endogenous respiration and prevented the 
determination of xantliine oxidase activity until the accumulated endog- 
enous substrates had been oxidized. Urate oxidation ivas noimal in livers 
of varying xanthine oxidase actmty. 

The activity of liver xanthine oxidase was essentially unchanged by 
dialy'sis. Small amounts of xanthine oxidase were found in “zero” livers 
after the removal of endogenous substrates by dialysis. 

The addition of purified milk xanthine oxidase to liver homogenate of 
low activity restored the endogenous respiration to normal and prevented 
the xanthine inhibition effect. With both dialyzed and undialyzed liver 
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the activity of added millv xanthine oxidase was increased on an average 
1.6-fold and was then summated with the activity already present. 

A methjdene blue reduction procedure for liver xanthine oxidase was 
described and correlated with the manometric method. 

Since the enzyme was reduced by the substrate faster than it was re- 
oxidized by air, the addition of methylene blue to the aerobic system in- 
creased the activity of milk and liver xanthine oxidase 3- and 1.6-fold 
respectively. Methylene blue affected the endogenous oxygen consump- 
tion in the same way as did added xanthine oxidase; it also showed the 
presence of small amounts of xanthine oxidase in “zero” livers. 

Liver xanthine oxidase was inhibited by arsenite, iodoacetate, and oxi- 
dized p-aminophenol ; the iodoacetate inhibition was delayed. The enzyme 
was protected from the inhibiting effects of oxidized p-aminophenol during 
the active oxidation of xanthine. 
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The disease oligophrenia phenyipyruvica (phenylketonuria) presents a 
unique opportunity for the study of the relation of amino acid metabolism 
to the function of the central nervous system. In this inborn error of 
metabolism, which is inherited as a Mendelian recessive character, mental 
deficiency is accompanied by faulty phenylalanine metabolism. The meta- 
bolic disturbance was first recognized bj’^ the urinaiy excretion of large 
amounts of phenylpyruvic acid (3). It was soon recognized, however, that 
the voiding of the keto acid is accompanied by an abnormally high excre- 
tion of phenylalanine and phenyllactic acid as well. The source of the 
excreted amino acid and its metabolic derivatives is probably the high con- 
centration of phenylalanine in the blood of these subjects. 

Two explanations have been proposed for the biochemical mechanism of 
the metabolic error. Foiling and his collaborators suggested the metabolic 
accumulation of n-phenylalanine and its subsequent deamination in the kid- 
ney as the source of the excreted keto acid, but they were unable to demon- 
strate the presence of the unnatural antipode in body fluids (4), Jervis has 
presented strong e^ddence that the metabolic disturbance resides in an in- 
abilit}’’ to hydroxylate the aromatic ring (5). At present it is not known 
whether the inabilitj’’ to hj^drox^date is complete, because of the total lack 
of a specific enz 3 Tne system, or whether only parahydrox 3 dation is affected. 
The impaired abilitj" of manj' patients with this disease to form melanin 
points to a more extensive disturbance of the metabolism of the aromatic 
nucleus (6). Furthermore, the lack of quantitative data on the occurrence 
of the various metabolic products makes a correlation between the degree of 
mental impairment and the e.\tent of the metabolic deficiencj’’ impossible. 

Microbiological methods, because of their sensitivity and specificity, 
seemed to offer a valuable tool for the stud}-- of this metabolic distimbance. 
We report here a method for the microbiological determination of each 
isomer of phenylalanine and of DL-phen3’-llactic acid and its application to 

* Aided b 3 - grants from the Rockefeller Foundation and the New York Founda- 
tion. Preliminaiy reports have appeared elsewhere (1, 2). 
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the assay of these compounds in body fluids. The method is based on the 
finding that Lactohacillus arahnosus can use either isomer of phenyllactic 
acid in the place of L-plicnj’lalanine for growth, but is unable to utilize 
D-phenjdalanine. The natural amino acid is determined in one aliquot of 
an unloioMTi solution and the total phenylalanine is determined in another 
aliquot after conversion of the amino acid to phen.yllactic acid by treatment 
until nitrous acid. The difference between the results of the two analyses 
is equivalent to the amount of unnatural isomer present. PhenylpjTuvic 
acid was also found to replace L-phcn.ylalanine in the metabolism of L. 
arabinosus] therefore both the hydroxy and the keto acid, if present, must 
be removed first by chemical methods if the amino acid alone is to be de- 
termined. 


EXPERIMENTAL 

Bacteriological Assay — In agi-cement with others (7) we have found that 
there is growth of L. arabinosus on a phenylalanine-frce medium during an 
incubation period of 72 hours, but, as we reported previously (1), during a 
40 to 44 hour incubation period there is no visible growth in the absence of 
phenylalanine. The medium of Hac, Snell, and Williams (S), with phenylala- 
nine omitted, was employed. The incubations were carried out for 40 hours 
in 25 X 100 mm. test-tubes, loosely plugged uith cotton. The total volume 
was 2.5 ml. The growth, as determined turbidimetrically, was proportional 
to the L-pheuylalanine concentration up to S 7 per ml. of culture medium. 

DL-Phenjdalanine ydelded one-half the bacterial growth of a correspond- 
ing weight of L-phenylalanine;' no growth was obtained on pure n-phen}'!- 
alanine. Either d- or l-, or DL-phenyllactic acid replaced the L-amino acid 
in the same concentration (Table I). 

Although phenylpj^uvic acid can replace phen3dalanine in the bacterial 
diet, groviih is not proportional to the concentration of the keto acid and 
tends to be erratic, owing probably to the instabilitj' of the compound. 
In large amounts, above 120 7 per ml., it actually’- inhibits bacterial growth 
during an incubation of 40 hours. 

Determination of Phenylalanine, Phenyllactic Acid, and Phenylpyriwic 
Acid in Presence of Each Other — A. solution containing from 0.1 to 1 mg. 
per ml. of each of the three compounds was used for the determination. 
The keto acid may be determined in an aliquot of the solution as its 2,4- 
dinitropheny’-lhydrazone by a modification of the Neuberg-Case procedure, 
but because of the non-specificity of the method, the values obtained in 
body fluids merely indicate the total keto acid content. 

For the determination of pheny'-lalanine and of phenyllactic acid the keto 

> We are indebted to Dr. William H, Stein of the Rockefeller Institute for a sample 
pf pure L-plienylalanine, 
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acid was destro3’'ed bj’" heating 1 ml. of the solution at 105° for 15 hours with 
0.3 ml. of 6 N HCl in a sealed tube of 10 ml. capacity and 8 mm. inside 
diameter. A higher concentration of HCl was avoided, since the excessiv’e 
amounts of sodium cldoride foimed on subsequent neutrah’zation. inhibit 
bacterial groT\i;h. The solution was transferred quantitatively to a 10 
ml. volumetric flask and diluted to the mark (Solution A). A3 ml. aliquot 
Avas neutralized to pH 7 and diluted to 10 ml. Appropriate aliquots of 
this solution were used for the microbiological assay of combined phenyl- 
alanine and phenjdlactic acid. Since the growth effect of the amino and 
Iq-^droxy acids is additive, and since their molecular weights differ only by 
0.6 per cent, the values for the sum of the two compounds may be read from 
the phenjdalanine standard curve. 


Table I 

Growth of Lactobacillus arabinosus on Phenylalanine and Phenyllactic Acid 


Metabolite 

Amount added 

1 Growth in 40 brs , 
optical density 

DL-PhenylaUnine 

14 

0.15 

L-Phenylalanine 

2.5 

0.06 

it 

5 

0.11 

H 

7 

0.15 

tt 

10 

0.21 

D -Phenylalanine 

14 

0 

DL-Phenyllaotic acid 

2.6 

0.06 

tt 

5 

0.11 

** tt 


0.15 

n-Phenyllactic “ 

1 7 

0.15 


For the determination of phenylalanine and phenyllactic acid separateljq 
a 6 ml. aliquot of Solution A was extracted in a continuous extractor with 
ether for 6 hours or with chloroform for I5 hours. The aqueous phase was 
quantitatively transferred to an Erlenmej^er flask, evaporated to a small 
volume on a hot-plate, neutralized to pH 7, and diluted to 10 ml. (Solution 
B). Phenylalanine was determined in an aliquot of this solution. The 
phenyllactic acid concentration may be calculated either as the difference 
between the A’-alues for combined phenylalanine-phenj^Uactic acid and for 
phenjdalanine, or it may be determined directlv in the ether extract (Table 
11 ). 

Determination of T>-Phenylalanine — 1 ml. of a solution containing 50 to 
100 7 of a mixture of d- and n-phenylalanine was transferred to a 10 ml. 
volumetric flask and 0.5 ml. of a 4 per cent solution of NaNOa and 0.4 ml. 
of 1 N HCl solution were added. The flask was stoppered and gently 
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swirled for 20 seconds. Vigorous shaking of tlie flask led to low recoveries 
caused by the loss of nitrous acid. After an hour, another 0.5 ml. of NaN02 
and 0.4 ml. of HCl were added and the flask was again swirled for 20 sec- 
onds. After the solution had remained at room temperature for 18 hours, 
1 ml. of 2 per cent urea solution was added. After 15 minutes the solu- 
tion was neutralized to pH 7 and diluted to 10 ml. Aliquots of from 0.5 
to 1.25 ml. were added to 1.25 ml. of the concentrated culture medium, and 
enough water to make a total volume of 2.5 ml. The solution was auto- 
claved, inoculated, and incubated for 40 hours. The value obtained repre- 
sents the sum of both antipodes of phenylalanine. The difference between 
this value and that obtained from an identical aliquot without treatment 

Tablc II 


Determination oj Phenylalanine {Ph-A) and Phcriyllactic Acid (^Ph-L) in Presence 

of Phcnylpyruvic Acid (Ph-P) 


Experiment 

! 

Amount 

Sum of 
(2) + 
(3) 

Found after destruction of Ph-P 


Before extraction, 
Ph-A + Ph-L 

EOicr extract, ! 
Ph-L 

j Residue, Ph-A 



y 

y 

y 

per cent 


per cent 

7 

per cent 

A 

(1) Ph-P 

40 




1 





(2) Ph-A 

20 







j 

105 


(3) Ph-L 

31 

51 

50 

9S 

29 

94 

21 

B 

(1) Ph-P 

7.5 


! 







(2) Ph-A 

15 









(3) Ph-L 

11.7 

2G.7 

27.2 

102 

12 

103 

14.9 

99 

C 

(1) Ph-P 

11 









(2) Ph-A 

22.5 









(3) Ph-L 

17. G 

40.1 

40.1 

100 

j 18 

102 

22.5 

100 


with nitrous acid (L-phenjdalanine) corresponds to the n-phenylalanine 
present. Since these determinations of l- and total phenylalanine were 
carried out on acid-hydrolyzed ultrafiltrates, the nitrous acid treatment 
converted all phenylalanine whether present originally as the free amino 
acid or bound in peptide linkage. 

For the determination of n-phenylalanine in the presence of phenyllactic 
acid and phenylpyruvic acid, 1 ml. of Solution B was taken. In Table HI 
the results of the determination of various proportions of n- and L-phenyl- 
alanine are shmvn. The recovery of L-phenylalanine is within 5 per cent 
and the recovery of the sum of n- and L-phenylalanine within 10 per cent 
of the amounts present. Since this deviation tends to be positive, a paral- 
lel standard curve with known amounts of d- and L-phenylalanine should 
be established, especially if the relative amount of the n isomer is low. 
To test the effect of other amino acids on the determination of n-phenyl- 
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alanine, Dii-plienj’’lalanine was treated witli nitrous acid in the presence of 
basal medium (8) containing a 6-fold excess of all the known amino acids 
over the phen}’'lalanine. The recoveiy of n-phenylalanine corresponded 
to that obtained vnth DL-phenylalanine alone. 

Determination of Phenylalanine and Its Metabolic Derivatives in Body 
Fluids — ^Tungstic acid filtrates of plasma may be employed for the deter- 
mination of phen 3 ’’lalanine but not of phenjdlactic acid, which, it was found, 
is almost completely adsorbed on the protein precipitate. For this reason 
all determinations were performed on ultrafiltrates of plasma or serum. 
The ultrafiltrations were carried out under 30 pounds pressure at 4° for 
16 hours with cellophane membrane No. 600. 

Table III 

Determination of v-Phenylalanine in Presence of i^Phenylalaninc 


Total phenylalanine analyzed, 7 ■?. 


Pbcnylalanine 

Bacterial growth* j 


! 


1 

1 

Calculated j 
1 

Found j 

Total phenyl- 
alanine found 

... 

D isomer ‘ 

1 

L isomer 

Before HKOs 1 
treatment ! 

After ICsOj 
treatment 

per cent 

per cent 

i 1 



1 “Y 

0 


1 1 

0.14 

0.14 

7 

10 



0.12 

0.15 

7.5 

20 


! 0-11 i 

0.11 

0.15 1 

7.5 

30 



0.098 

0.16 

7.7 

40 

: 60 

0.085 

0.086 

0.15 

7.5 

50 

i 50 

0.071 

0.069 1 

0.15 

7.2 


* Optical density obtained from a standard cun-e based on L-phenylalanine for 
amounts of n-phenylalanine present in the mixture. 


RESULTS AND DISCUSSIOK 

The conditions under which L. ardbinosus is incubated determine whether 
this organism can grow without phenjdalanine in its medium (7). On pro- 
longed incubation in tightlj' stoppered tubes, from which the escape of 
carbon dioxide is prevented, it is able to sjmthesize phenjdalanine readib'. 
If the conditions of the incubation are well standardized, a reproducible 
growth response to DB-phenj-lalanine is obtained. Under the conditions 
described, the standard cun-es, determined weeklj', have been the same in 
this laboratorj' for the past 2 j-ears. 

During studies of the dependence of bacterial growth on the length of 
incubation in a phenjdalanine-free medium, it was noted that phenj-lalanine 
apparently inhibits growth on prolonged incubation (Table IV). During 
a 40 hour incubation there is no ydsible growth on a phenj'lalanine-free 
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medium and the growth response is proportional to the L-phenylalanine 
added. Between 40 and 72 hours there is rapid growth without phenyl- 
alanine, but no significant increment in those tubes which contain phenyl- 
alanine. It is noteworthy that bacterial growth is stabilized between 40 
and 72 hours on a level proportional to the presence of added L-phenyl- 
alanine but that without phenylalanine growth exceeds that obtained with 


Table IV 

Inhibition of Bacterial Growth by Phenylalanine during Prolonged Incubation 


Substance added 

Amount added 
per 2.5 ml. 

Growtli in -10 hrs., 
optical density 

Growth in 72 hrs., 
optical density 

None 

y 

0.03-0.04 

0.18-0.25 

DL-Phenylalanino 

160 

0.64 

0.56 

t( 

10 

0.16 

0.16 

L-Phenylalanine 

70 

0.51 

0.53 

tt 

6 


0.16 

tt 

2.6 

0.10 

0.11 

D-Phenylalanine ... . 

2.6 

0.03 

0.28 

DL-Phenyllactic 

4 

0.13 

0.14 

Dopa 

2.6 


0.24 


6 


0.27 

It 

10 


0.29 

“ -f- DL-phenylalanine 

10 + 10 


0.16 


Table V 

Concentration of d- and h-Phcnylalaninc in Serum of Patients with 


Oligophrenia Phenylpyruvica 


Patient | 

L-Phenylalaninc 
per 100 ml. ! 

Total phenylalanine 
per 100 ml. 

D-Phcnylalaninc 


mg. 

mi. 

mf. 

xB 

34 

34 

0 

R 

36 

35 

0 

F 

35 

34 

0 

Mu 

33 

32 

0 


low levels of phenylalanine. The shorter incubation period is essential 
for assay purposes in order to secure a reproducible blanlc. During an 
incubation of 72 hours, wider variations in growth are obtained vnthout 
phenylalanine than in the presence of the amino acid. These findings are 
reported here, since they have a bearing on the conditions of the assay of 
phenylalanine. The mechanism of this inhibition is being investigated, 
The determination of n-phenylalanine was made possible by the ability 
of L. arahinosus to utilize both antipodes of the hydroxy acid but only the 
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L form of the amino acid. The method cannot be used in the detennina- 
tion of D-glutamic acid, for L. arabinosus cannot utilize h 3 ’'drox 3 '^glutaric 
acid, but it may ■well be applicable to other anaino acids. 

ir-Phenylalanine was determined in the protein-free blood plasma filtrates 
of seventeen normal subjects. In these the mean concentration was 0.95 ± 
0.06^ mg. per cent; the total spread of the values was from 0.6 to 1.3 mg. 
per cent. These results are in agreement nith those of other investigators 
(9). The method described above was applied to the determination of 
h- and total phenylalanine in the plasma of subjects with oligophrenia 
phenylpj'^ru'vica. The results (Table Y) show that there was no measurable 
increment in bacterial growth after the conversion of the amino acid to the 
hydroxy acid, and that, therefore, no n-phenylalanine was present ■within 
the limit of error of the procedure. This finding makes it appear unlikely 
that the metabolic error in oligophrenia phenylpyrumca involves the forma- 
tion of the unnatural isomer of phenylalanine. 

SUMMARY 

A microbiological method is described for the determination of n- and 
L-phenylalanine and of nn-phenyllactic acid in the presence of each other 
and in the presence of phenylp 3 Tuvic acid. 

Phenylalanine was determined by this method in the blood plasma of 
normal subjects and of patients with oligophrenia phenylpyru^vica. 

No n-phenylalanine could be detected in the plasma of the mental de- 
fectives. 

We are indebted to Dr. G. A. Jervis for his cooperation in securing blood 
samples from patients. 
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The metabolism of phenylalanine and tyrosine has been the subject of 
investigation for many years. Much evidence has been produced to show 
that in mammalian tissue phenylalanine is converted to tyrosine (1—5). 
Tyrosine can be oxidized to p-hydroxj’phenylpyruvic acid, which can in 
turn form homogentisic acid (5-13). Embden, Salomon, and Schmidt (14) 
showed that phenylalanine, tyrosine, and homogentisic acid yield aceto- 
acetic acid when perfused through a surviiung liver. It has long been 
known that these amino acids have ketogenic activity in vivo (15-17). 
Recently, Winnick, Friedberg, and Greenberg (18) and Weinhouse and 
Millington (19) working vith C‘-*-iS-labeIed dl- and n-tyrosine, respectively, 
showed that tyrosine is at least in part converted to acetoacetic acid in the 
rat and in rat liver slices. Radioactive acetoacetic acid was isolated after 
feeding the rat ^-labeled oL-tyrosine and after incubating rat liver slices 
\snth ^-labeled n-tyrosine. Schepartz and Gurin (20) incubated C'‘ ring- 
labeled DL-phenylalanine with rat liver slices and showed for the first time 
that carbon atoms from the benzene ring are incorporated into acetoacetic 
acid. These workers also proved that if homogentisic acid is formed from 
phenylalanine the carbon side chain must shift on the benzene ring. 

Weinhouse and Millington (19) and Schepartz and Gurin (20) concluded 
from the unequal distribution of isotopic carbon in the acetyl and acetate 
fractions of acetoacetate that ketone bodies are formed as intact 4-carbon 
units in the metabolism of phenylalanine and tjTosine. We considered it 
desirable to obtain additional evidence for this belief and to determine the 
nature of substances other than ketone bodies which might arise from the 
metabolism of the aromatic nucleus of these amino acids. To this end 
labeled optically active phenylalanine was sjmthesized with C'’ in the 
benzene ring and C“ in the a-carbon atom. Labeled, optically active 
tjwosine with in the /3 position was also used. The results of a study 
of the metabolism of these labeled amino acids in rat liver slices, summarized 
in Diagram 1, indicate that phenylalanine and tyrosine are metabolized 
to ketone bodies and malic acid (or its precursor). The experimental evi- 
dence for these findings is given in this paper. 

• Fellow of tbe American Cancer Society- Present address. Department of Der- 
matologj’. University of Michigan Hospital, Ann Arbor. 
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Synthc&is of Labeled Phenylalanine and Tyrosine 

The steps in the synthesis of phenj^lalanine labeled with C^'’ in the benzene 
ring and in the a position are given in Diagram 2. 

Hippuric Acid — 5.20 gm. of C^Mabelcd methyl iodide were converted to 
C^^-methyl-labeled sodium acetate in 90 jocr cent jdeld through a nitrile 
synthesis and alkaline hydrolysis.’ 3.5 gm. of the labeled sodium acetate 
were fused and then treated with bromine and phosphorus pontabroraide 
to give bromoacetyl bromide (21). Water (in 10 per cent excess) was 
added to the bromoacetyl bromide reaction mixture to give monobromo- 
acetic acid. The solution Avas treated with ammonia and benzoyl chloride 


OH OH OH 



CH^COCHgCbOH 

+ 

CO^-f H00CCH2^HC00H 

* 

Diagram 1. Metabolism of C‘* ring-labeled, C” a-labeled phenylalanine. C de- 
notes C‘b C denotes C*’. 

(22) to givehippuric acid. 3.5 gm. (40 per cent of theorjO of hippuric acid 
were obtained. 

JSenzaldehyde — Benzene was converted to benzaldehyde through a Gatter- 
mann reaction as described bj’- Reformatsky (23). 3.187 gm. of benzene 
(Tracerlab) labeled with C’*’ in a single position and having a total acthdty 
of 0.5 me. were diluted with 10 ml. of anhydi’ous cymlohexane in a 50 ml. 
centrifuge tube. The tube was cooled and kept in an ice bath throughout 
the entire reaction. 0.6 gm. of anhydrous cuprous chloride and 11.5 gm. 
of anhydrous aluminum bromide Avere added to the reaction. The mixture 
Avas stirred Augorously, and the anhydrous gases carbon monoxide and hy- 
drogen chloride (in a 2 : 1 ratio) (24-25) Avere bubbled through the mixture 
for 30 minutes. The contents of the reaction tube were then slowty poured 
onto chips of ice. Benzaldehyde Avas extracted from the aqueous layer 

* J. D. Bordeaux, to be published. 
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tmce with 10 ml. portions of a benzene-c 5 ^clohaxane (1:3) solution. The 
organic phase was shaken with an excess of alcoholic sodium bisulfite (26) 
and the resulting benzaldeh 3 'de-bisulfite complex was removed by filtration 
through a sintered glass funnel. The precipitate was washed with benzene 
and air-dried, 3.4 gm. (40 per cent of theorj') of benzaldehyde-bisulfite 

EC’T HaOH 

C'Egl C'SaCE— p — C'EgCOOra 


90^ 



CHsC'EOOOH 


^2 

rherylalp.r.inp 

4: 

Diagram 2. Synthesis of C'* ring-labeled, C” o-labeled phenylalanine. C denotes 
C“; C denotes C‘=. 

complex were obtained. Control runs with non-isotopic benzene usually 
gave 60 per cent of theory. 

The benzene-cj’clohaxane layer, after removal of the alcoholic bisulfite 
layer, was dried over anhydrous sodium sulfate and distilled. The fraction 
distilling at 70°, which contained some unreactive radioactive benzene, 
was reworked to give an additional amount of benzaldehj^de of lower activ- 
itj’. The two benzaldehj'de preparations were converted to phenjdalanine 
separate^. 
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Azlactone of a-Benzoylaviinocinnamic Acid — 3.4 gm. of bcnzaldehyde- 
bisulfite complex, 2,91 gm. of liippurlc acid, 1.35 gm. of frcslily fused sodium 
acetate, 9.2 ml. of acetic anhydride, and 1.0 ml. of acetic acid were added 
to 20 ml. of anliydrous benzene. TJie mixture was refluxed for G hours. 
The azlactone of a-benzoylaminocinnamic acid which crystallized on cool- 
ing was filtered and washed with a few ml. of boiling water. 2.19 gm. of 
azlactone were obtained. 

Phenylalanine— Tha azlactone was treated with red phosphorus and 
hydriodic acid in the usual manner (27) and gave 0.7G0 gm. of pure dl- 
phenylalanine. The jdeld of phen 3 dalanine was 11.3 per cent based on the 
initial amount of benzene and 11.7 per cent based on the initial amount of 
methyl iodide. 

Resolution of the DL-phenjdalaninc to the optically active forms was car- 
ried out by the procedure of du Vigneaud and Meyer (28), in which the 
bmcine salts of the form}'! deriv'ativcs of phenylalanine are separated. 
After two recrystallizations from water and alcohol, 8G.0 mg. of pure 
L-phenylalanine and 185.0 mg. of pure D-phenylalanine W'ere obtained. 
Both preparations of phenylalanine decomposed at 284-288° and gave the 
e,xpected amount of carbon dioxide when oxidized with chromic acid. The 
specific rotations were not detennined on the isotopic phenylalanine prep- 
arations, but control non-isotopic preparations made in the same manner 
with the same reagents were resolved completely. Incubation of the radio- 
active L-phenylalanine with D-amino acid oxidase- prepared from sheep 
kidney showed no oxygen uptake, thus indicating that the L isomer of 
phenylalanine was not contaminated with th e d isomer. The phenylalanine 
preparations had an activity of 3.30 X 10® counts per minute per mM of 
phenylalanine and contained 9.45 per cent C'® in the a position. 

Tyrosine — 5.0 mg. of C‘'-/3-labeled DL-tyrosine® and 27.5 mg. of pure non- 
isotopic L-tyrosine were dissolved in 7.5 ml. of boiling water. On cooling, 
L-tyrosine precipitated and was separated from the mixture by filtration 
through a sintered glass funnel. The precipitate was washed noth a few 
drops of cold water and dried at 110° for 1 hour. 14.1 mg. of L-tyrosine 
were obtained. 

The filtrate was evaporated to dryness and 18.5 mg. of tyrosine were ob- 
tained. This fraction of tyrosine contained a mixture of D-tyrosine, having 
a high specific activity (47.8 X 10® counts per minute per mM), and L-tyro- 
sine having a lower specific activity. To determine the efficiency of the 
resolution procedure, the radioactivity in each of the two preparations was 
determined. The L-tyrosine preparation had an activity of 4.2G X 10® 

“ I am indebted to Dr. E. Kearney and Dr. T. P. Singer for the purified D-amino 
acid oxidase preparation. 

“ Obtained through the kindness of Dr. Melvin Calvin, University of California. 
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counts per minute per mM of tyrosine and the mixed tyrosine fraction (fil- 
trate residue) contained 9.65 X 10® counts of tyrosine. The expected 
activity of L-tyrosine is 3.98 X 10® counts per minute per nur of tyrosine 
(determined by calculating the total activity present in the 32.5 mg. of 
tyrosine from the above values). The value of 3.98 X 10® is in good agree- 
ment with that of 4.26 X 10® actually found and indicates that practically 
pure L-tyrosine was obtained. 

Experimenis in Vitro and Results 

Liver slices from adult, male albino rats were suspended in Krebs’ 
calcium-free 0.01 m phosphate buffer at pH 7.4 (29) with the appropriate 
substrate and shaken for 2 hours at 38°. Oxygen was passed over the 
reaction mixture continuously, and the exit gases were passed through a 
bubbler with 2.5 n sodium hydroxide to collect the respiratory CO 2 . 

Formation of Acetoacetic Acid — ^The procedure followed in most of the 
experiments is exemplified by the following description. 2.0 mg. of C*'* 
ring-labeled L-phenylalanine were incubated with appro.ximately 10 gm. 
(wet weight) of rat liver slices in 20 ml. of phosphate buffer as described 
above. After 2 hours the reaction was stopped. 35.7 mg. of respiratory 
carbon dioxide were found in the alkali. 2.5 ml. of an aqueous solution 
containing 105.1 mg. of acetoacetic acid were added as carrier. The mix- 
ture was diluted with 30 ml. of water and 20 ml. of 25 per cfent cupric sul- 
fate solution. SuflScient solid calcium hydroxide was mixed into the solu- 
tion to make the mixture alkaline to litmus. After standing at room tem- 
perature for 45 minutes, the mixture was centrifuged at 3000 r.p.m. for 
10 minutes and then filtered. 39 ml. of filtrate were obtained, which was 
brought to pH 2 with concentrated sulfuric acid. To remove any radio- 
active carbon dio.xide present in the solution tank carbon dioxide and then 
nitrogen were bubbled through the solution at a rapid rate for periods of 
5 minutes. Acetoacetic acid was converted to acetone and carbon dioxide 
according to the method of Van Slyke (30) as follows: After adding 35 ml. 
of 10 per cent mercuric sulfate and 10 ml. of 50 per cent sulfuric acid, the 
mixture was refluxed for 45 minutes. The acetone formed precipitated as 
Denigfes’ mercurj' complex, and the carbon dio.xide derived from the car- 
boxyl group was collected in a bubbler containing 3 ml. of 2.5 n sodium 
hydroxide. 18.1 mg. of carbon dioxide were obtained. The mercurj'- 
acetone complex was filtered off, washed with cold water, and dried at 110° 
for 1 hour. 487.4 mg. of mercurj^-acetone complex representing approxi- 
mately 24.4 mg. of acetone were obtained. This value is in accord with that 
e.vpected when 18.1 mg. of carbon dio.xide come from the carboxyl group of 
acetoacetic acid. 

The mercurj'-acetone complex was divided into two portions. One por- 
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tion ( 121.5 mg.) was oxidized qiumiiiaiivcly with cliromic acid (31) to 
carbon dioxide. The second portion, representing 356 mg. of the mercury- 
acetone complex, was dissolved in 15 ml. of 6 n hydrochloric acid and the 
acetone was distilled directly into a cooled mixture of 30 ml. of 0.1 n iodine 
and 15 ml. of 17 n sodium hydroxide. The cooled receiving flask was 
shalcen continuously during the distillation of acetone. By this procedure 
acetone was degraded to acetaldehyde and iodoform. The C*'’ activity of 
iodofoi-m represents the mean activity of the two methyl groups of acetone. 
The iodoform, after being allowed to stand overnight, was filtered onto an 
asbestos filter and then dried over calcium chlonde for 48 hours in a small 
desiccator. In this manner 59.9 mg. of iodofonn (50 per cent of theory) 
were obtained. The iodoform was oxidized to carbon dioxide (4.7 mg., 70 
per cent of theory) with chromic acid."* A brief rdsumd of the degradation 
of acetoacetic acid is as follows: 

3CO. 

0 0 /'a,P,y 

* y'' • 

CH.C— CHsCOOH -> CH.C— CH, + COs 
y P a y P a \ 

CH,CHO + CHIj 
a,y p a,y 

The various carbon dioxide fractions obtained from acetoacetate by the 
above procedures are carboxyl as CO 2 , a, /3, and 7 as acetone, and an aver- 
age of a and 7 as iodoform. The C“ activity was determined with a Geiger 
counter on barium carbonate precipitated and filtered on paper disks. 
Control experiments with 2.0 mg. of non-isotopic L-phenylalanine yielded 
less than 1 mg. of acetoacetic acid. Since this amount is small compared 
with the total weight of carrier added in the above experiment (105.1 mg.), 
the activities calculated for 105.1 mg. of acetoacetic acid veiy nearly repre- 
sent the total of isotopic acetoacetic acid present in the reaction mixture at 
the end of the experiment. 

Results of the above experiment are shown in Table I and are in accord 
with the composition of acetoacetate as given in Diagram 1. It can be 
seen that the carboxyl group of acetoacetic acid has relativelj’’ little activity 
and that the remaining 3-carbon unit has much activity. If the acetoacetic 
acid is formed from phenylalanine, as illustrated in Diagram 1, it would be 
expected that all the radioactivity Avould be in the |3- and 7 -carbons and 
none in the a- and carboxyl carbons. Calculation of the specific activity 

* This particular batch of chromic acid was prepared from concentrated sulfuric 
acid instead of fuming sulfuric acid. Oxidation of iodoform with this preparation 
gives a 70 per cent yield of carbon dioxide. 
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of the /3- and 7-carbons from the specific actmties of the acetone gives 
161.8 (107.9 X 3/2) and from the iodoform 160.8 (80.4 X 2/1). These 
results are thus in agreement with the proposed scheme. Experimental 
evidence supporting this ^uem is found in the rvork of Wemhouse and hlil- 
lington (19) who showed that acetoacetic acid was produced with only 
in the a-carbon atom when C“-^-Iabeled L-tyrosine was incubated with 
liver slices. The radioactive phenylalanine used in our experiments had 
no activity in the ^-carbon atom, and hence no activity would be expected 
in the a-carbon atom of acetoacetic acid. Since there is good emdence that 
in the liver phenylalanine is converted to tyrosine, the ketone bodies pro- 
duced from phenylalanine and from tjuosine should arise by identical 
mechanisms. The present results support this view. 

Tabus I 

Dislribution of C** Aclivily in Acetoacetic Acid 
2.0 mg. of C” ring-labeled n-phenylalanine (3.30 X 10* counts per minute per mil) 
were incubated with approximately 10 gm. of rat liver slices for 2 hours at pH 7.4 
and 38°. Inactive acetoacetic acid carrier (105 mg.) was added to the system at the 
end of the reaction. 


Carbon atoms in acetoacetic acid 

Specific activitj', 

1 counts per min. 
per mg. C 

Total activity, 
coimtsper zom. 



242 



4040 



1980 



The question arises as to how C*‘ activity, even though relatively small, 
was found for the carboxyl group of acetoacetate. It will be seen shortlj^ 
that radioactive malate is formed in the metabolism of ring-labeled phenyl- 
alanine. This means that small amounts of carbo.xyl-Iabeled acetoacetate 
could arise from 2-carbon units derived from the metabolism of labeled 
malate. Another explanation for finding some actmty for the carboxjd 
group of acetoacetate is that it represents contamination from other readily 
decarboxylated radioactive substances (e.g. o.xalacetate) that may be pres- 
ent in the reaction mix-ture. Actmty in the carboxyl group does not ap- 
pear to result from a randomization produced by cleavage of acetoacetate 
to acetate and then resynthesis of acetoacetate. It will be shown that the 
carboxjd group had much C“ activity, while the a-, /S-, and 7-carbon atoms 
had veiy little C’’ actmty, thus indicating little randomization. 

If ketone bodies (jS-lydroxj'butyric and acetoacetic acids) are derived 
from phenylalanine as intact 4-carbon units, the C*’ and C‘^ of the phenjd- 
alanine should be diluted equally on conversion to acetoacetic acid, and 
the labeling should not be randomized in the acetoacetate. Since in the 
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experiments described above the excess C® found in tlie carboxyl group of 
acetoacctic acid was insufficient for accurate measurement, similar ex- 
periments were carried out in triplicate, and the reaction mixtures from 
the three flasks were mixed with a total of SO.fi mg. of acetoacctic acid added 
as carrier. In tliis way dilution was reduced. The mixture was degraded 
as described above. 

The results are shown in Table II. Carbon dioxide from the carboxyl 
group was found to contain 0.11 atom per cent excess C’h The original 
phenylalanine had 9.45 atom per cent excess in the a-carbon atom. 
Hence, there was a 1 : 85.9 dilution of the C*® from the original phenylalanine 
to the acetoacetic acid which was isolated with the carrier. 

C^'' activity of the acetone fragment of acetoacetic acid was determined 
after combustion of the mercurj'^-acetonc complex to carbon dioxide. 

Table II 

Comparison of C‘* and C*’ Aclivilics of Phenylalanine and Acetoacetic Acid 

6.0 mg. of C‘^ ring-labeled L-phenylnlanine (3.30 X 10’ counts per minute per mu) 
were incubated with appro.ximntely 30 gm. of rat liver slices for 2 hours at pH 7.4 
and 38°. Inactive acetoacetic acid carrier (39.5 mg.) was added to the system at 
the end of the reaction. 


Compound 

C” nclivity of labeled carbon 
atoms, counts per min. per mg. C 

C‘’ activity of labeled 
carbon atom, per cent excess 

Phenylalanine 

Ring carbons 
P- and T- 

45,918 

613.8 

cr-Carbon 


Acetoacetic acid 

Carboxyl 

»I9 

Dilution 

• 74.8 

85.9 






Assuming that C’'‘ activity is present in only 2 of the 3 carbon atoms of 
acetone, i.c. only the 13- and y-carbons of acetoacetic acid, it was found that 
the labeled carbon atoms had 613.8 counts per minute per mg. of carbon. 
The benzene carbons of the initial phenydalanine had 45,918 counts per 
minute per mg. of carbon. Hence, C“ activity'’ was diluted 74.8 times, and 
this dilution is identical, within experimental limits, with the dilution of 
activity. Only a trace (less than 0.02 atom per cent excess) of was 
found in the carbon dioxide from the acetone fragment. These findings 
indicate that the 4 carbon atoms of acetoacetic acid are split off as a unit 
when phenylalanine is metabolized to ketone bodies. 

4-Carbon Unit from Benzene Ring — Relatively little has been reported 
on the fate of the 4 ring carbon atoms of phenylalanine and tyrosine which 
are not involved in ketone body formation. It has been shovm that these 
amino acids promote formation of liver glycogen in the fasting rat (32, 33). 
This suggests that the glycogen may be derived from this part of the mole- 
cule. The only evidence opposed to this view is that phlorhizinized am- 
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mals excrete ketone bodies and no glucose when given phenylalanine or 
tyrosine (15). Actually, these data do not offer conclusive evidence against 
the formation of glycogenic substances, because such substances could be 
rapidly metabolized, whereas ketone bodies, which are metabolized rela- 
tively slowly, could be excreted in the urine. 

In all of the e.xperiments described above much C“ activity but no C” 
activity was found in the respiratory carbon dioxide. It must be pointed 
out, however, that little C*® activit}”- would be detectable because of the 
great dilution. These results indicated that carbon dioxide was formed 
from the ring carbons that were not involved in ketone body formation. 
Additional evidence for this belief is ^ven by e,xperiments described later 
in the paper, which show that little activity is present in respiratorj’’ car- 
bon dioxide but much activity in ketone bodies when C'^-)S-labeIed tyrosine 
is metabolized by liver slices. The results from the acetoacetic acid derived 
from C’^- and C^’-Iabeled phenjdalanine indicated that 2 carbons of the 
benzene ring (plus 2 carbons of the aliphatic side chain) form ketone bodies. 
The question naturally arises as to how the 4 remaining carbon atoms of 
the ring are separated from the rest of the molecule. It is unlikely that 
2-carbon fragments are formed, because if such a reaction occurred ketone 
bodies formed from the 2-carbon units would be labeled in all 4 carbons. 
This was not found to be the case. The formation of a single carbon unit, 
e.g. carbon dioxide, also is unlikely because the total activity in the respira- 
tory carbon dioxide was always appreciably less than the total activity 
in the ketone bodies. This indicates that the formation of carbon dioxide 
is an indirect process and that many of its radioactive precursors remain in 
solution. It was, therefore, logical to assume that a 4-carbon emit (such 
as fumarate or malate) is formed which eventually is oxidized to carbon 
dioxide. Several years ago Neubauer (34) suggested that fumaric acid 
might be formed from phenylalanine and tyrosine. Since malate and 
fumarate are in equilibrium with each other in the presence of liver tissue 
and since this equilibriiun is greatly in favor of malate, malic acid was 
used to test our hjqiothesis. 

Experiments were set up as described above and 300 mg. of malic acid 
were added as carrier at the beginning of the reaction. Sufficient dilute 
sodium hydro.xide was added to adjust the pH to 7.4. After the reaction 
had proceeded for 2 hours, 2.5 ml. of concentrated sulfuric acid were added 
and the entire reaction mixture was mixed wdth 100 gm. of calcium sulfate. 
Organic acids were separated from the calcium sulfate-tissue mixture b 3 ' 
extraction with ether.® The ether was evaporated and 10 ml. of cold water 
were added. Insoluble fats were removed by filtration and the filtrate 
neutralized with a known quantit}’ of dilute sodium hj’^droxide. The solu- 

‘ J. Meyer, to be published. 
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tion was cvaijoralccl to dryness, and 50 ])cr cent sulfuric acid (in 5 per cent 
excess of the sodium hydroxide i>rcviousl5’’ used) was added to the residue. 
Approximately 100 mg. of anhydrous sodium sulfate and two portions of 
3 ml. of solvent mixture (70 per cent chlorofoiTn and 30 per cent butanol 
saturated with 0.5 N sulfuric acid) were added. The two dry extracts 
were passed through a 15 gm. column of silica gel. After approximately 
150 ml. of solvent had run through the column, the malic acid fraction ap- 
peared. Approximately 70 ml. of additional solvent were used to elute the 
malic acid. G9.G mg. of malic acid were extracted from chlorofonn- 
butanol with water. By neutralizing the malic acid with sodium hj’’droxide 
and evaporating the solution to dryness, solid sodium malate was obtained. 

The two carboxjd groups of malic acid were converted quantitatively to 
carbon dioxide by means of pennanganate oxidation (35). In this oxida- 

Tablk III 

Dislribution of C'^ Acliviiy in Malic Acid 
2.0 mg. of C'^ ring-labeled n-phcnjdalanine (3.30 X 10" counts per minute per mu) 
were metabolised by approx'iniatcl}’ 10 gm. of rat liver slices for 2 hours at pH 7.4 
and 38°. Inactive malic acid carrier (300 mg.) was added to the system at the begin- 
ning of the reaction. 69.0 mg. of malic acid were isolated at the end of the experi- 
ment. 


Carbon atoms in malic acid 

C" activity, counts per min. 
per mg. C 

Carboxyl 

154.7 

a- and /3- 

149.2 




tion the 2 internal carbon atoms appeared as acetaldehyde, which was 
collected in a bisulfite bubbler. The theoretical amount of acetaldehyde 
was obtained. The acetaldehyde was oxidized quantitatively’^ to carbon 
dioxide with persulfate (36). 

The results presented in Table III show that radioactive malic acid is 
formed from phenydalaiiine and that the activity is equally distributed be- 
tween the carboxyd and internal carbon atoms. This finding is consistent 
with the formation of a 4-carbon unit from the benzene ring. 

The results presented in Table IV indicate that when ring-labeled l- 
phenylalanine is the substrate much activity is found in malic acid, but that 
when /3-labeled L-tyrosine is the substrate almost no activity is found. 
21.5 per cent of the activity of 4 ring carbon atoms from phenylalanine ap- 
peared as carbon dioxide or malic acid. This value is probably low be- 
cause malic acid was not extracted quantitatively from anhydrous sodium 
sulfate prior to chromatographic analysis. From this observation one can 
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conclude that the fonnation of malic acid represents a major metabolic 
pathwa}”^ in the oxidation of n-phenylalanine and tyrosine. 

Yield of Ketone Bodies — If phenylalanine and t 3 Tosine are metabolized 
to two 4-carbon fragments, one being malic acid (or its precursor) and tlie 
other a ketone body, the amount of ketone bodies produced from these 
amino acids should be comparable to the amount of malic acid produced. 
This was found to be the case. 

Quantitative measurements of the total amount of radioactivity in aceto- 
acetic acid and /3-hydrox3'butj’Tic acid were carried out as follows: Separate 
experiments with 2.0 mg. of L-phenylalanine and 2.0 mg. of L-tyrosine were 
carried out in the usual manner. After acetoacetic acid was decarboxjdated 

Table It'' 

Conversion of Phenylalanine and Tyrosine to Malic Acid and Carbon Dioxide 

2.0 mg. of C* ring-labeled n-phenylalanine (3.30 X 10® counts per minute per msi) 
and 2.0 mg. of C**-^-labeled n-tjTosine (4.26 X 10® counts) were incubated vdth ap- 
proximately 10 gm. of rat liver slices for 2 hours at pH 7.4 and 38°. Inactive malic 
acid carrier (300 mg.) was added to the system at the beginning of the reaction. At 
the end of the phenylalanine and tyrosine e.xperiments 69.6 and 66.6 mg. of malic 
acid were isolated, respectively. 


Imti&l substrate 

i Substance isolated at eod of 
reaction 

Specific activity, 
counts per min. 
per mg. C 

Per cent of original 
actirily found in 
final product* 

Phenylalanine 

Respiratory COj 

165.0 

7.3 


Malic acid 

152.2 

14.2 

T3Tosme 

Respiratory COj 

7.5 

0.5 


Malic acid 1 

1 <4.0 

1 0 

1 


* See the text for the methods used to calculate these values . 


and the mercury-acetone complex separated from the solution, additional 
acetoacetic acid carrier was added to the filtrate. The mixture was re- 
fluxed with dilute chromic acid (30) to decompose /^-hj'droxj^butyric acid 
and carrier acetoacetic acid to acetone and carbon dioxide. Acetone was 
isolated as Deniges’ mercury complex. The mercurj'’ compIe.xes were 
oxidized to carbon dioxide, which was then precipitated as barium car- 
bonate, and C“ was measured. The results are shown in Table V. In 
general the /3-h}'dro.xybutyric acid fraction had appro.ximately twice the 
activity of acetoacetic acid. 44.4 per cent of the activity originalty 
present in tyrosine was found in ketone bodies after tyrosine had been in- 
cubated with liver slices for 2 hours. Relatively little actmty was present 
in the respiratory carbon dio.xide. In calculating the percentage conversion 
of phenylalanine to ketone bodies it lias been assumed that only 2 of the 
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6 ring carbons were used in ketone body formation and the remaining 4 
carbons in the benzene ring were used in tlic fonnation of radioactive re- 
spiratory carbon dioxide. Tims in the metabolism of d-labcled t3Tosmc 
little activity would be expected in the rcspiratoiy carbon dioxide. This 
was the case and indicated that little rcspiratoiy carbon dioxide came from 
ketone bodies. The results indicate that the formation of ketone bodies 
from phenjdalaninc and tyrosine in rat liver slices represents a major meta- 
bolic pathwaj'’ of these amino acids, and, ns expected, the ketone body for- 
mation is similar from each amino acid. 

Opening of Benzene Ring — It is likety that the benzene ring is first broken 
at only one point and that an 8-carbon dicarboxjdic acid is formed. Such 
a mechanism would be similar to the oxidation of phenol to a-ketoadipic 

Table V 

Conversion of Phenylalanine and Tyrosine io Ketone Bodies and Carbon Dioxide 

2.0 mg. of ring-labeled L-plienylalaninc (3.30 X ICf' counts per minutepermii) 
and 2.0 mg. of C'^-/3-labelcd L-tyrosine (4.20 X lO'' counts) were incubated with ap- 
proximately 10 gm. of rat liver slices for 2 hours at pll 7.4 and 3S°. Inactive aceto- 
aoetic acid carrier was added to the S3’stcm at the end of the reaction. 


Initial substrate 

1 1 

Substance isolated at end of reaction 

Per cent of orirfnal activity 
found in final product* 

Phenylalanine 

Respiratorj’ COj 

24.4 


Ketone bodies 

56.0 

TjTosine 

Respiratory CO: 

2.2 


Ketone bodies 

44.4 


* See the text for the method used to calculate these values. 


acid by a strain of Vibrio (37). Further speculation on the details of the 
mechanism by which two 4-carbon units are split from homogentisic acid 
is not justified at the present time. 

Metabolism of n-Phenylalanine — When D-phenylalanine was used in the 
above experiments, it was found that the activity in the respiratory carbon 
dioxide and in the ketone bodies was approximate^ half that found for an 
equivalent quantity of L-phenjdalanine. 

Alanine from Tyrosine {?) — Recently Felix and Zorn (38) claimed, on 
the basis of their e.xperiinents, that alanine is formed direetty from tyrosine 
in quantitative yields when tyrosine is metabolized by a liver mash. If 
this view were correct, one Avould expect C^-'-/3-labeled tyrosine to be con- 
verted to C^'’-/3-labeled alanine. To test this theory, 1.3 mg. of the mixed 
D and L radioactive tyrosine preparation described earlier in this paper 
were incubated with 5 gm. of rat liver slices. Small aliquots of solution 
were removed from the reaction mixture at 0, 10, 20, 40, 60, 90, and 120 
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minutes for filter paper chromatography. T 5 Tosiiie and alanine can be 
separated effectively by means of filter paper chromatography with a sol- 
vent consisting of 6 parts of 2,6-lutidine, 1 part of ben 2 yl alcohol, and 3 
parts of water. No activity could be detected on the filter paper at the 
spot where alanine should appear. On the other hand, activity over the 
tyrosine spot gradually decreased throughout the experiment, and at the 
end of 2 hours two-thirds of the original activity had disappeared. From 
this one can conclude that alanine does not accumulate in significant 
amounts from tyrosine, as suggested by Felix and Zom. 

SUMMARY 

The work presented in this paper shows that a major pathway in the 
metabolism of B-phenylalanine and B-tyrosine by rat liver slices results 
in the formation of two intact 4-carbon imits. One unit is a ketone body, 
and the other malic acid (or its precursor). 2 carbon atoms of the benzene 
ring, together with 2 carbon atoms of the aliphatic side chain of these amino 
acids, are converted to ketone bodies. The remaining 4 carbon atoms of 
the benzene ring form malic acid. 

A single ex'periment with n-phenylalanine showed that this amino acid 
was metabolized at approximately one-half the rate of the natural isomer. 

The belief of Felix and Zom that tyrosine is metabolized quantitatively 
to alanine could not be confirmed with tracer studies. 

The synthesis of benzaldehyde labeled with C“ in the ring and of phenyl- 
alanine labeled with in the ring and C*’ in the a position is reported. 

I should like to express my thanks to Dr. H. G. Wood for his contribu- 
tions of time and advice to this study. I ndsh to express my appreciation 
to Mr. J. D. Bordeaux for his aid in the synthesis of labeled phenylalanine. 
To Dr. J. Meyer I should hke to acknowledge my gratefulness for the 
details of the method for extraction and separation of organic acids from 
tissues. 
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THE UTILIZA.TION OF THE NITROGEN OP AMjMONIIJjM SALTS, 
UREA, AND CERTAIN OTHER COJIPOUNDS IN THE SYN- 
THESIS OF NON-ESSENTIAL A5HINO ACIDS IN VIVO* 

Bt william C. rose. LEONARD C. SMITH, f .M4.DELYX WOMACK, and 

MORTOX SHAKE 

{From the Division of Biochemistry, Noyes Laboratory of Chemistry, University of 

Illinois, Urbana) 

(Received for publication, July 2S, 1949) 

Inasmucli as ten of the amino acids present in proteins may be synthe- 
sized readily by the organism of the rat (1), it becomes of interest to 
determine what influence would be exerted upon the growlh of the animals 
by restricting the intake of dietar}-- nitrogen to that present in the essential 
amino acids when each is furnished at the minimum level compatible 
with maximum grovlh (cf. (2)). It should be recalled that these mini- 
mum levels were established under conditions which pro\dded an abim- 
dance of all amino acids other than the one under investigation. It might 
be anticipated that a diet carrying the essentials only, each at its mini- 
mum level, would lead to an inhibition in growth, since, under these 
circumstances, nitrogen would not be available for the manufacture of 
the non-essentials. In other words, the latter, under the conditions 
specified, might be e.xpected to become the limiting factors in the growth 
of the subjects. In that event, an opportunity would be afforded of 
deteimining what tjT)es of compounds may sen’^e as sources of nitrogen 
for synthetic purposes in the body. 

Such were the considerations which led to the investigation outlined in 
the following pages. The results demonstrate that growth is markedly 
diminished when the ration furnishes only the essential amino acids at 
their minimum levels, and that a striking acceleration in the rate of gain 
occurs when nitrogen is supplied in the form of any one of a number of 
compounds.* 

* Aided bj’ grants from the United States Public Health Service and the Graduate 
College Research Fund of the University of Illinois. 

t Part of the experimental data in this paper are taken from a thesis submitted 
by Leonard C. Smith in partial fulfilment of the requirements for the degree of 
Doctor of Philosophy in Biochemistry in the Graduate College of the University of 
Rlinois. 

* Many of the data herein recorded rrere presented by the senior author as part 
of a symposium paper sponsored by the American Institute of Nutrition in Detroit 
on April 21, 1949. In the meantime, a preliminary report involving somewhat 
similar experiments with diammonium citrate in a small number of animals has 
been published by Lardy and Feldott (3). 
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nXPEniMENTAL 

Except in certain of the nitrogen balance experiments described below, 
male weanling rats have seiwecl as the subjects. Each animal was housed 
in a separate cage, and Avas permitted to consume food and Avater ad 
lihitim. All groAvth tests Avere continued for 28 da3^s. The amino acids 
Avere purified invariablj’’ until they yielded correct analytical values. 

In Table I is presented the composition of tAvo amino acid mixlures 


TAjiLn I 

Composition of Amino Add Mixtures 



j Mitlurc XXVI 

Mi-cturc XXVn 


Physio- 

loric-illy 

nctivc 

As used 

Physio- 

logically 

active 

As used 

1 

am. 

Sm 

em- 


Valine 

0.7 

I.-IO* 

0.35 


Leucine 

O.S 

O.SO 

0.40 

Qeh 

Isoleucine 

0.5 

1.00* 

0.25 


Methionine 

O.G 

O.GO* 

0.30 


Threonine 

0.5 

1.00* 

0.25 


Phenylalanine 

0.9 

0.90* 

0.35 


Tryptophan 

0.2 

0.20 

0.10 

13 11 

Lysine . 

1.0 


0.50 


“ monohydrochloride 


1.25 


0.63 

Histidine j 

0..1 


0.20 


“ monohydiochloridc monohydratc | 


0.54 


0.27 

Arginine | 

0.2 


0.10 


“ inonohydrochloridc 


0.24 


0.12 

Sodium bicarbonate i 


O.SO 


0.44 

5.S \ 

1 

S.S2 

2. SO 

3.46 


Racemic acids. 


Avhich Avere employed in the experiments. Both contained the ten es- 
sentials onljL Mixture XXVI, Avhen included in the food to the extent 
of 8.82 per cent, furnished each amino acid at the minimum level. As aaoH 
be obseiwed, fixm of the amino acids Avere racemic products. Three of 
these, namely valine, isoleucine, and threonine, Avere doubled in quantity 
in the mixture as used in order to provide the requisite amount of each 
L-amino acid. HoAvever, tliis was not necessary in the case of methionine 
and phenylalanine, since their n and l isomers are equally effective for 
groAvth in the rat (4, 5). 

The ratio of components in Mixture XXVI is slightlj’’ modified in three 
particulars from similar values presented elseAvhere (2) about 12 years ago. 
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Subsequent tests on many additional animals indicated that the minimum 
intakes of leucine and threonine for maximum groM-th, under the condi- 
tions of our experiments, M'ere nearer 0.8 and 0.5 gm. respectively per 
100 gm. of food than the values of 0.9 and 0.6 gm. ori^nally suggested. 
Furthermore, detailed evidence has already been presented (5) to the 
effect that the minimum phenjdalanine requirement is 0.9 gm. rather 
than 0.7 gm. per 100 gm. of ration. Thus, the sum of the phyaolo^cally 
active amino acids remains at 5.8 gm., although three individual values 
have been altered in the h^t of more extenave experience. 

Mixture XXVII contained half the minimum level of each amino acid 
other than phenylalanine. The never figure for the latter had not been 
established when the experiments invohring this mixture were conducted. 
Consequently, half of the ori^al value of 0.7 gm. was emploj’^ed. This is 
unimportant inasmuch as the phenylalanine content was sufficient for 
the purposes for which the mixture was used. In addition to the lower 
levels of the amino acids, Mixture XlXmi differed from Mixture XX\T 
in that it contained only physiologically active components. To ac- 
complish this, valine was resolved according to the method of Fischer (6). 
AU of the threonine and most of the isoleucine were isolated from proteins. 
Part of the isoleucine was prepared by resolution of the racemic form by 
the procedure of Locquin (7). 

In Table II is shown the composition of Diets 1 and 2 containing Mix- 
tures XXA''! and XXVII respectively. Both diets were appropriately 
supplemented with A-itamins. Each kilo of Diet 1 was thoroughly ad- 
mixed vrith the ^^tamins listed in the second column of Table III. With 
Diet 2, the vitamins and concentrates enumerated in the third column of 
Table III were administered apart from the basal ration in the form of two 
pills daily, each containing half of the indicated daily intake. The im- 
known nitrogen present in the liver e.xtract did not exceed 3.5 mg. dailj" 
with Diet 1 and 2.0 mg. daily vith Diet 2. 

Attention was firet directed to the growth of animals upon Diet 1 
and the effects of adding several compounds as supplements to this diet. 
With each supplement except sodium citrate, an amount was used which 
furnished 0 574 gm. of nitrogen, as determined by analysis. This figure 
was selected arbitrarily because it represents the difference between the 
nitrogen content of Mixture XXA'I and that of the physiologically active 
amino acids of Mixture XXIII. As e.xplained elsewhere (1), lMi.xture 
XXIII contains all of the amino acids known to be present in proteins 
except citrulline, and has been used in hundreds of tests in this laboratorjx 
It is now regarded as our standard. 

Xumerous preliminarj^ e.xperiments demonstrated that animals are 
able to grow slowly when they receive Diet 1 alone. In order to obtain 
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Taulb II 


Com'position of BorciI Diels 



Diet 1 

Diet! 


gm. 

gm. 

Amino acid Mixture XXVI 

8.82 

1 

“ “ “ XXVII 


3,46 


15.00 

15.00 


C7.-13 

64.54 

flour 

2.00 


A rrnr 


2.00 




Salt mixture 

4.00* 

3.00t 

riorn oil 

2.00 

4.00 

Haliver oil 

0.05 


Cod liver oil 


4.00 

Tnn.qifol 

0.10 


Choline chloride 

0.20 


TinrH 


4.00 

Liver extractf ■ ■ ■ 

O.IO 



100.00 

100.00 


* Jones and Foster (S). 
t Hubbell, Mendel, and Wakenian (0). 
t Wilson’s liver powder, 1:20. 


Table III 

Vitamin Supplcmoils 



Added to each kilo 
of Diet 1 

Daily intakes oi 
animals upon 
Diet 2* 

Thiamine hj^drochloride 

wr* 

5 

7 

20 

Riboflavin 

10 

40 

Pyridoxine hydrochloride 

5 

20 

Nicotinic acid .... 

5 

20 

Calcium pantothenate 

25 (d) 

200 (dO 

p-Aminobenzoic acid 

300 

3 

a-Tocopherol .... 

25 


Wheat germ oil .... 

50 

2-Methyl-l, 4-naphthoquinone 

2 


Biotin 

100 


Inositol .... 

10 

Choline chloride .... 


10 

Wilson’s liver powder, 1:20 


25 



- 


* Upon this diet the vitamin supplements were administered in the form of two 
pills daily, each containing half of the quantities listed. 
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a more accurate indication of the magnitude of the gain and of the improve- 
ment, if any, in the nutritive quality of the food which results from the 
inclusion of an additional source of nitrogen, the experiments summarized 
in Table W were carried out. In Series I, a comparison was made of growth 
upon Diet 1 without and with the addition of diammonium citrate. For 
this purpose, thirty-two male rats from ten litters were dimded as equitably 
as possible between the two groups. As will be observed, the sixteen 
gnimals which received Diet 1 alone showed a mean gain of 42.1 ± 0.86 
gm., while their litter mates which received the same basal ration supple- 

Table IV 

Growth on Minimum Levels of Essential Amino Acids without and with Nitrogenous 

Supplements 

The experiments covered 28 days each. 


Scries 

No. 

No, of 
animals 
(males) 

Mean gain in weight 
and probable error 
of mean 


Nature of diet* 

I 

16 

gm. 

42.1 0.86 

J Diet 1 


16 

80.6 ± 1.59 


1 -1- diammonium citrate 

II 

15 

91.0 ± 1.65 

it 

14- “ 


15 

63.6 ± 1.89 

<t 

1 A- urea 

III 

15 

85.3 ± 1.27 

(t 

1 -f diammonium citrate 


15 

70.9 ± 1.11 

tt 

1 glycine 

w 

15 

93.9 ± 2.30 

Ci 

1 A- diammonium citrate 


14 

91.6 ± 1.42 

it 

1 + L-glutamic acid 

V 

10 

83.4 ± 1.67 


1 + diammonium citrate 


10 

39.4 i 1.27 

it 

1 + trisodium citrate 

VI 

10 

83.6 ± 0.97 

ii 

1 4- ammonium acetate 


• Each nitrogenous supplement furnished 0.574 gm. of nitrogen per 100 gm. of 
food. In Series V, the ammonium citrate and sodium citrate were supplied in equiv- 
alent quantities. 


mented tvith diammonium citrate manifested a mean gain of 80.6 ± 
1.59 gm. 

Several factors may have contributed to the ability of the anim a ls 
to gain upon the imsupplemented ration. As pointed out above, the 
ration contained three racemic amino acids. One cannot exclude the 
possibility that the d forms of valine, isoleucine, and threonine, though 
unavailable as such for tissue synthesis, may have served as sources of 
nitrogen for the manufacture of the non-essentials. This axplanation 
seems unlikely, inasmuch as such a use of the amino acids would have 
involved their deamination. Unpublished experiments in this laboratory 
have shown that n-valine and n-isoleucine are incapable of replacing the n 
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isomers for growth purposes in the rat (cf. (2)). On the other hand, the 
corresponding a-koto analogues of these amino acids promote excellent 
growth," probably bj^ undergoing asymmetric amination. Thus, the 
inability of the organism to invert n-valine and n-isoleucine may be at- 
tributable to its incapacity to accomplish their deamination. 

A more reasonable explanation of the moderate growth of animals on 
Diet 1 is the reutilization of ammonia liberated in tissue catabolism {cf. 
Schoenheimer, Ratner, and Rittenbcrg (10)). Rurthennore, as has been 
pointed out above, the amino acids in Mixture XXVI reflect the require- 
ments of the rat for vtaxwium growth when the diet furnishes the non- 
essentials. In the absence of the latter, the metabolism of the essentials 
may represent a compromise between direct utilization and decomposition 
with the liberation of ammonia for the manufacture of the non-essentials. 
Thereby, all amino acids might become available, but not in adequate 
amounts to meet the requirements for rapid growth. In any event, the 
data in Series I demonstrate clearlj* that, under the conditions in question, 
the supply of non-essential amino acids, or more specifically of nitrogen 
for their s 3 '’nthesis, becomes the limiting factor. This concept is confirmed 
by the obseiwation that the inclusion in the food of diammonium citrate 
induces a marked increment (38.5 gm.) in the mean gain of the subjects. 
This substantiates, by an entirelj'- different technique, the finding of 
Foster, Schoenheimer, and Rittenberg (11) that dietaiy ammonia can 
be utilized for amino acid s.ynthesis. Moreover, our data reveal the 
further fact ihai (he reactions involved in these synthetic processes take place 
with remarkable facility, as indicated bj' the pronounced acceleration in 
the rate with which the subjects gain in bod}' weight. 

Having demonstrated the growth stimulation of diammoniura citrate, 
like experiments were carried out vdth other nitrogenous supplements. 
Series II, III, and IV (Table IV) illustrate the effects of urea, 
glycine, and L-glutamic acid, respectiveljL Diammonium citrate was 
used for comparison throughout, and the animals of the two groups within 
each series wmre always litter mates. As will be obseiwed, L-glutaniic 
acid is just as effective a source of nitrogen as is diammonium citrate. 
On the other hand, gbrnine is less satisfactoiy, and urea is the least active 
of the three. However, even urea can seiwe as a fairlj'- potent donor of 
nitrogen for the sjmthesis of the non-essentials. A comparison of the 
mean gain of the rats wloich consumed urea (Series II) with those which 
received the basal diet alone (Series I) shows a difference of 21.5 gnu 
Tins is statisticallj'' highlj'^ significant. JMoreover, many other experi- 
ments not included in the present paper demonstrate that a mean gain of 

= Pose, W. C., Johnson, J. E., and Hancock, E. M., unpublished data. 
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40 to 42 gm. in 28 days is typical of weanling rate of our colony recehdng 
Diet 1 without nitrogenous supplementation. 

In view of the fact that the two most readily utilized supplements in 
the above experiments, namely diammonium citrate and ii-glutamic 
acid, are closely related to intennediates in the Kirebs tricarboxylic acid 
cj^cle, it appeared necessary to exclude the possibility that the growth 
effects might be due in part to the non-nitrogenous portions of these 
molecules. For this purpose, a comparison was made of the effects of 
trisodium citrate and diammonium citrate. The concentration of citrate 
ions was identical in the two diets. The results are summarized in 
Series Y, Table W. Evidently, the citrate ion is not the active agent, 
since the mean gain of the subjects which received sodium citrate is 
comparable to that of animals upon the basal diet alone. 

Finally, ten animals (Series IT) received Diet 1 supplemented with 
amm onium acetate. Because of the instability and hygroscopic nature 
of this salt, a concentrated solution was prepared, analyzed for nitrogen, 
and added to the basal ration in an amount sufficient to furnish the re- 
quired quantity of nitrogen. No control experiments were conducted, 
but the results (Table R'') indicate that this salt is quite satisfactory as 
a source of nitrogen, despite its ammoniacal odor. Indeed, the mean 
gain of the subjects was within the range of that obsen’'ed in other series 
when diammonium citrate was used as the supplement. 

In order to obtain further evidence regarding the utilization of urea 
and diammonium citrate, several nitrogen balance e.xperiments were 
carried out upon rate. Teste were first conducted to establish what 
intake of a mixture of the ten essentials would just suffice for body weight 
maintenance. The results showed that 50 per cent of the rnmimrim 
levels then in use (the minimum for phenylalanine at that time being 
regarded as 0.7 gm. per 100 gm. of food, as explained above) would permit 
appro.ximate body weight equilibrium. Therefore, this ratio of the 
component amino acids was employed in formulating hlixture XX^TI 
(Table I). This mixture was incorporated in an otherwise adequate 
diet (Diet 2, Table II), e.xcept for certain mtamins which were administered 
separately. The urea and diammonium citrate were added in amounts 
sufficient to double the nitrogen content of the food. 

The animals were housed in cages with f in. wire screen bottoms. These 
were supported by metal funnels, the inner surfaces of which were coated 
with paraffin. To collect the feces, a fine mesh screen was placed a few 
inches above the inverted apex of each funnel. The feces were removed 
each day, acidified slightly with sulfuric acid, and presented under toluene. 
At the same time, the funnels were washed donm with a stream of 2 per 
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cent boric acid solution. The combined urine samples and ivashings 
from each animal were strained through a small cotton plug, preserved 
under toluene, and stored at low temperature until anal 3 ’-zed. Nitrogen 
was detennined in the food and, at 4 daj’- inleiwals, in the urine and feces 
by the Scales and Harrison (12) modification of the Kjeldalil procedure. 

In Table V are summarized the results of three such e.xperiments, each 
extending over a period of 96 days. The three animals, one male and 
two females, had received the basal ration (Diet 2) for 28 days prior to 
the collection of the excreta. During that time, the}’’ showed weight 


TAnnn V 


Nitrogen Balance without and with Urea or Dinnnnotiium Citrate in Did 


Rat No. 
and sex 

Pe- 

riod 

Aver- 

nce 

daily 

food 

intake 

Average daily N 

Weight 

change 

for 

period 

Nature of diet* 

In- 

take 

Out- 

put 

Balance 


days 

gm. 

tng. 

ntg. 

Vlg. 

gm. 




5188 9 

28 

4.0 

20.1 

17.2 

-1-2.9 

4-1 

Diet 2 



28 

5.4 

47.0 

28.8 

-flS.S 

4-24 

(1 

2 

-1- 0.85% urea 


12 

4.3 

20.4 

20.3 


-5 

li 

2 



28 

0.9 

59.7 

29.3 

-1-30.4 


It 

2 

-1- 3.2% (li ammonium citrate 

5189 9 

28 

4.0 

20.0 

18.4 

4-1.0 

_2 

11 

2 



28 

4.8 

42.4 

20.1 

•4-10.3 

4-22 

II 

2 

4- 0.85% urea 


12 

4.7 

22.1 

19.9 

4-2.2 

-2 

f 1 

2 



28 

6.1 

53.4 

29.8 

4-23.0 

4-33 

It 

2 

4- 3.2% diammoniurn citrate 


28 

3.6 

18.2 

17.3 



If 

2 



28 

4.8 

42.6 

20.8 

4-15.8 

4-17 

<1 

2 

-f 0.85% urea 


12 

3.8 

18.7 

19.7 


-4 

14 

2 



28 

5.6 

49.3 

20.0 

4-23.3 

4-20 

II 

2 

-f 3.2% diammoniurn citrate 


* The urea or diammoniura citrate was added in an amount sufficient to double 
the nitrogen content of the food. 


changes of +1, —1, and +1 gm., respectiveljn Examination of the 
data in Table V reveals the pronounced effect of both urea and diam- 
monium citrate upon nitrogen balance and bodj’' weight. Without either 
supplement, the nitrogen balance varied from -1-2.9 to —1.0 mg. per day, 
and the body weight from -1-1 to —5 gm. per period. The addition of 
either source of extra nitrogen induced a strong retention of this element, 
which was accompanied by a slow growth of the subjects. As in the ex- 
periments with Diet 1, so here also the ammonium salt exerted a more 
pronounced effect than did urea. However, both compounds must 
have been used as sources of nitrogen for the synthesis of amino acids. 
One may affii-m with confidence, therefore, that in the rat the nitrogen 
of the non-essential amino acids may be derived from a variety of com- 
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pounds, including ammonium salts, certain amino acids, and even urea. 
The effectiveness of these supplements in promoting groisdh and nitrogen 
retention probably is dependent merely upon the facility vdth which they 
can be converted by the cells into ammonia for the amination of appropriate 
keto acids, such as pjouidc, oxalacetic, or a-ketoglutaric acid, or their 
ability to participate, as in the case of L-glutamic acid, in transamination 
reactions. Such may be the explanation for the somewhat less pronounced 
effects of urea and glycine, as contrasted with the other compounds tested 
in this investigation. 

In conclusion, the reader should be reminded that the results herein 
reported are not to be confused with the well known fact that in ruminants 
urea and ammonium salts serve as rather satisfactory supplements for 
low protein diets (13-15). In these species, microorganisms in the rumen 
appear to be responsible for the synthesis of proteins, and hence of the 
component amino acids. Under hke dietary conditions, non-ruminating 
animals are said to respond little, if at all, to the inclusion of urea in the 
food (c/. Briss and Marcy (16)). It should be emphasized that the syn- 
thetic processes recorded in the present paper involve the non-essentials 
only, and that the essential amino acids must be furnished preformed. 
Whether alimentary microorganisms play a r61e in the rat cannot be 
determined from the data herein described, but udll be considered in a 
subsequent paper. 


SUMMARY 

Weanling rats gain very slowly upon a diet in which virtually all of 
the nitrogen is in the form of the ten essential amino acids, each at the 
lowest level compatible vdth maximum growth when accompanied by 
abundant supplies of the non-essentials. Under such circumstances, the 
limiting factor is the inability of the cells to synthesize adequate amoimts 
of the non-essentials because of the shortage of nitrogen. 

The addition to such a ration of ammom'um salts, L-glutamic acid, 
glycine, or even urea induces a marked acceleration in the rate of gain. 
Of these supplements, ammonium salts and L-glutamic acid are the most 
effective, glycine is intermediate, and urea is the least active. These 
variations in potency are doubtless to be accounted for by differences in 
the facility with which the compounds in question may serve as sources 
of nitrogen for amination or transamination reactions. 

Young rats receiwng a diet containing only half the minimum levels of 
the essential amino acids maintain nitrogen equilibrium and body "weight. 
The addition of either urea or diammom'um citrate induces strong nitro- 
gen retention accompanied b}' an increase in body weight. 

Both the growth tests and the nitrogen balance studies demonstrate 
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clearly that the nitrogen of ammonium salts, certain amino acids, and 
urea can be utilized by the rat under the condif.ions specified. 
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ENZYMATIC HYDROLYSIS AND OXIDATION OF 
MONOTHIOPHOSPHATE* 


Bt FRANCIS BINKLEY 

{From Ihe Lahoraiory for the Study of Hereditary and Metabolic Disorders, and the 
Departments of Pathology and Medicine, University of Utah College of M cdicine. 

Salt Lake City) 

(Received for publication, Ma 3 ' 21, 1949) 

As a part of a program of study of the mechanism of oxidation of organic 
sulfur, various phosphor 3 dated derivatives of sulfur compounds have been 
prepared. These derivatives were investigated as to their behavior in 
isolated tissue systems. The present report deals tvith a study of the be- 
havior of monothiophosphate. 


EXPERIMENTAL 

Preparation of Disodium Thiophosphale — Disodium thiophosphate vras 
conveniently prepared by adding a solution of sodium hydroxide (6 x) to 50 
ml. of thiophosphorj'l chloride (SPCh) in a flask fitted vith a stirrer and 
cooled in an ice bath. Sodium h 3 ’’dro.xide was added, nith prolonged stirring, 
imtil the mixture was barely alkaline to phenolphthalein. The hj'drate 
was precipitated when alcohol was added to make a final concentration of 
about 50 per cent. After two recrystallizations from water, the material 
was free of chloride and orthophosphate and the over-all jdeld was about 
70 per cent. Total phosphate was found to be 8.3 per cent. The theoreti- 
cal value was 8.3 per cent, calculated as P for Na 2 HSP 03 - 12 H 20 . 

Acid Hydrolysis of Disodium Thiophosphate — ^The thiophoqjhate did not 
respond to tests for orthophosphate* (1) but, with acid hj'drolysis, all the 

* These studies were supported bj' a grant from the United States Public Health 
Service. 

' The author has found that, in his e.xpericnce, the method of Allen (1) is superior 
to other methods in the determination of orthophosphate, phosphate of acid-labile 
esters, and total phosphate. The procedure for orthophosphate and total phosphate 
is described in the original article (1). The procedure for acid-labile esters of phos- 
phate, more or less identical with that usuallj- emploj-ed, is as follows: The samples 
are diluted to 10 ml. with water, and 2 ml. of 60 per cent perchloric acid are added. 
The tubes are heated in a boiling water bath (12 minutes at or near sea level; IS min- 
utes at the altitude of this laboratorj-, 5000 feet) and are then cooled to room tem- 
perature. The estimation of orthophosphate in the cooled tubes is made as described 
by Allen. With such compounds as adenosine triphosphate, the acid-labile phos- 
phate, as determined by this method, is identical u-ith that determined hy a proce- 
dure involving hj-drolj-sis with 1 x sulfuric acid, followed bj- determination of the 
orthophosphate by the method of Fiske and Subbarow (2). The particular advan- 
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phosphate was released. In Fig. 1 , it is seen that the thiophosphate was 
somewhat less labile to acid h3’’drol3’^sis than was pyrophosphate. 
Determination of Thiophosphate — As illuslraled in Fig. 1 , the behavior 
of thiophosphate during h3^drolysis with acid was not sufficiently distinct 
from other “acid-labile” phosphates to i)rovide a method of differentiation. 
It was found possible, however, to determine the thiophosphate as ortho- 



f Fig. 1. Samples cont.aining 1 mg. of monothiophosphntc (S3 y of P) were heated 
in a boiling water bath (94°) with 1 n perchloric acid. The s.amples were cooled and 
orthophosphate was determined by the method of Allen (1). 

phosphate following treatment with an aqueous solution of bromine. In 
Table I, recoveries of thiophosphate are given and it is seen that theoretical 
recoveries were obtained. The phosphate of adenosine triphosphate was 
not converted to orthophosphate by the treatment with bromine water; 
other compounds in which orthophosphate is released by h3"drol3"sis with 
acid have not been tested. 

tages of the method are that calcium and barium ions do not interfere with the 
determinations and the same reagents may be used for the determination of ortho-, 
acid-labile, and total phosphate. 



F. BINKLEY 


319 


Emymaiic Hydrolysis of Thiophosphate—Eldaey and liver of rats were 
investigated as possible sources of a h3'drol3dic enz3Tne. In Table II, the 

Table I 

Eslimalion of Thiophosphate 


To the sample in 5 ml. of solution was added 1 ml. of saturated solution of bromine 
and, after 10 minutes at room temperature, orthophosphate was determined by the 
method of Allen (1) without preliminarj' destruction of excess bromine. 


P addtd as thiophospliate 

P recovered as orthophosphate 

y 

y 

8.4 

8.5 

16.8 

17.0 

42.0 

42.0 

84.0 

84.0 


Table II 

Enzymalic Hydrolysis of Thiophosphate 

10 mg. of disodium thiophosphate were incubated for 1 hour with 2 ml. of extract 
of kidney or liver tissue (1 gm. of tissue in 10 ml. of saline) in a total volume of 10 
ml. of 0.05 II diethyl barbiturate, pH 8.5. Various activators were added to make 
a final concentration of 0.001 m. Orthophosphate was determined by the method 
of Allen (1). In the column, “Non-enzjmatic hj-drolysis,” results obtained in 
control experiments are recorded. In these control experiments, boiled extract 
was added; all values are corrected for orthophosphate released by the incubation 
of the substrate and the enzjme preparations alone. 


1 

Tissue 

Activator 

P rdeastd 

Non-^nrjmat 

Boiled extract 

ic hydrolysis 

No extract 



y 



Kidney 

None 

110 





170 




Cu++ 

530 

560 

1130 


Zn++ : 

310 

310 

820 


Mn++ 

150 




Co++ 

110 




Citrate 

60 




Cyanide 

60 



Liver 

None 

90 




Cu++ 

390 

390 



Zn++ 

240 

240 



results of these studies are given; the effects of various ions are also il- 
lustrated. In contrast to other ions, zinc and cupric ions bring about the 
non-enzjmatic hj'drolj'sis of thiophosphate. The difference between the 
hj’drolj'sis in the presence and in the absence of boiled extract maj^ be in- 
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terpreted as a measure of the combination of the cupric and zinc ions with 
the denatured protein. It appears possible tliat this phenomenon may be 
found to be useful in the development of a method of detennination of the 
combining power of proteins with these ions. The following interpretation 
of the hydrolysis of thiophosphale by cuirric and zinc ions is offered. It 
may be assumed that there arc two isomeric forms of thiophospliate and 
the isomeric form (II) is capable of forming metal complexes. 


Oil 

SH 

/ 

/ 

P— OH 

0=P— OH 

\ 

\ 

OH 

OH 

(I) 

(ID 


In the case of cupric and cobaltous ions, the fomiation of such comple.\es 
is indicated bj'' a many'^-fold enhancement of the color of the solutions of the 
ions upon the addition of monothiophosphalc. The breakdown of these 
metal complexes, in the case of zinc and cupric ions, is driven to completion 
by the formation of the insoluble sulfides. 

Oxidation of Thiophosphale — A comparative study was made of the oxi- 
dation of thiophosphale and sodium sulfide by homogenates of kidney tissue. 
It was found that sulfide was oxidized by the boiled homogenate and cyto- 
chrome c; fresh homogenate was without further elTcct. However, thio- 
phosphatc was oxidized by the fresh homogenate and not by the boiled 
homogenate. These studies are summarized in Fig. 2. 

Tliiophosphate was found to be oxidized by homogenates of liver tissue 
at a rate and extent similar to that of kidney tissue. As with kidney tissue, 
there was a non-enzymatic oxidation of sulfide by boiled homogenates of 
liver tissue and cytochrome c. Maximal uptakes of oxygen (in 5 to 8 
hours), in the case of thiophospliate, corresponded to an uptake of 1 mole 
of oxygen per mole of thiophosphale or to a valence change of 4; such a 
valence change is compatible with the formation of thiosulfate. When the 
filtrates were titrated with iodine (addition of standard iodate, potassium 
iodide, and sulfuric acid, followed by back-titration with thiosulfate), the 
values were found to correspond to the calculated concentration of thio- 
sulfate. It is to be emphasized that such a determination does not estab- 
lish the presence of thiosulfate but it is difficult to reconcile the uptake of 
oxygen and the iodometric titration without the assumption that thiosul- 
fate was produced; tests for sulfate were essentially negatiim. 

Possible Occurretiee of Thiophosphale in Urine — ^No thiophospliate ivas 
detectable in normal urine but, following the ingestion of cysteine, a possi- 
ble excretion of thiophospliate ivas obseiwcd. A study of the excretion of 
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cysteine and thiophosphate following the ingestion of cysteine is summa- 
rized in Table III. 



Fig. 2. 10 /III of substrate were present in each flask and the procedure foUoived 
was that described by Umbreit el al. (3) for the study of oxidative phosphorylation, 
except that succinate, adenosine triphosphate, and creatine were omitted. 

Table III 

Possible Excrelion of Tkiophosphafe 

10 gra. of cysteine were ingested by an 80 kilo male, and urine samples were col- 
lected at the intervals indicated. Acid-labile and thiophosphate phosphorus were 
determined as described earlier in the text. 


1 

Time after 1 

ingestion i 

1 

[ Inorganic P 

i 

[ Add-Iabilc P 

! 

Thiophosphate P 

Cystine (Sullivan 
and Hess (4)) 

hrs. \ 

1 m(. per hr. , 

n(. per hr. | 

ms, per hr. 

jwg. per hr. 

Normal 

! 01 ' 

0 ! 

1 0 

0.3 

2 

1 27 ! 

' 4 

4 

6.3 

3.5 

! 29 i 

: 2 

2 

S.8 

5 

35 1 

3 

3 

4.5 

9 

49 j 

! 2 ; 

1 2 

1.9 

22 

47 1 

' 1 

1 1 

0.7 


DISCUSSION 

If the possible excretion of thiophosphate following the ingestion of 
cysteine is neglected, no eiddence is offered for the occurrence of thiophos- 
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phate in normal metabolism but., since thiophosphate is hydrolyzed and 
oxidized by tissues, it merits further consideration as a possible inteimediate 
in the oxidation of sulfur. Even < hough sulfide is released from cysteine 
by the action of an enzyme of the liver, there is e\ddcnce that sulfide is 
poorly utilized by tissues. As noted above, sulfide is oxidized poorly, if at 
all, by homogenates of kidney or liver and, according to a recent report 
(5), is not utilized in the s 3 ’’nthesis of cysteine by mutants of Neumpora. 

SUiMiMARY 

A method has been developed for the detection of monothiophosphate. 
The enzj’-matic hj'drolysis and oxidation of thiophosphate by tissues of the 
rat were studied; thiophosphate was found to be hj'drolyzed and oxidized 
by kidney and liver tissue of the rat. A possible excretion of thiophosphate 
by man following the ingestion of cysteine was observed. 
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DETERMINATION OF ALCOHOL BY MICRODIFFUSION 
Bx LESLIE D. MacLEOD 

(from ihe Burden Neurological Insliiuie, Slapleion, Bristol, England) 
(Received for publication, June 20, 1949) 

Numerous methods have been described for the determination of alcohol 
in small amounts of blood, and an extensive bibliography of such methods 
has been given by McNally and Coleman (1). Most procedures depend 
upon the volatility of alcohol and its power to reduce oxidizing agents. 

The microdiffusion principle, applied in units designed by Conway 
(2), can be used to exploit these same properties of alcohol, and enables 
considerable numbers of determinations to proceed simultaneously with 
a minimum of attention, so that alcohol determinations can be readily 
combined with other estimations on the same blood samples. 

Winnick (3) has described the application of Conway units to the de- 
termination of alcohol in blood, the principle employed being essentially 
that of evaporation of the blood in the outer compartment and absorp- 
tion of alcohol in the center compartment by means of dichromate and 
sulfuric acid, the excess dichromate being finally determined iodometric- 
ally. As in the Widmark (4) method, heat must be applied in order to 
secure rapid absorption, and this in turn necessitates the use of a special 
fixative. In the present method, saturated potassimn carbonate is em- 
ployed in the outer compartment to assist the expulsion of alcohol, and 
ready absorption at room temperature is secured by the use of alkaline 
permanganate in the center chamber. This reagent vill absorb free ace- 
tone even more readily than alcohol, and in fact the method here described 
could be used with very slight modification for the determination of free 
acetone if desired. Free acetone in quantity in the blood is, however, of 
rare occurrence and the VTiter has not e.xperienced trouble from this 
source follnsving experimental administration of alcohol. By a modifi- 
cation mentioned later, alcohol and acetone may be determined in the 
presence of each other. 

Reagents — 

1. Appro.ximately 0.04 m potassium permanganate in 3 n potassium hy- 
droxide. 0.63 gm. of potassium permanganate, analjdic reagent, is added 
to 100 ml. of a solution containing 17 gm. of potassium hj'-dro.xide, analytic 
reagent, in distilled water made up to 100 ml. and stored in an amber 
glass bottle. The bottle is stoppered and shaken at intenmls until the 
permanganate is totally dissolved. The entry of carbon dio.xide to the 
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alkaline solution should be kept io a minimum during prcpar.ation and 
handling. 

2. 10 per cent, weight. b.y volume, barium chloride (BaCb- 2 Il 20 ) in 
water. This solution should bo kept Avell stoppered when not in use. 

3. A saturated solution of potassium carbonate in water. 

4. 0.04 M solution of thiourea in water, n'liis solution is standardized 
as described later, and is diluted for immediate use twcnt3^-five times to 
give 0.0016 M strength. 250 ml. of solution contain 0.76 gm. of thiourea. 

5. Commercial water glass, verv slight l.v diluted with water to facilitate 
application as a lid fixative. 


Procedure. 

A number of Pj’rex glass Conwaj’’ units (cleaned as described below), 
sufficient to include estimations and two blanks, is laid out on the bench 
and slightlj’’ tilted on strips of cardboard 1 to 2 mm. thick. The lids arc 
in position but not smeared with fi.xative. Before assembly of the units, 
which arc best stored in an inverted position on metal trays in a cup- 
board, both dish and lid should be inspected to insure the absence of 
dust, fluff, etc. 

0.5 ml. of saturated potassium carbonate is pipetted into the outer com- 
partment of each dish at the lowest level, and the lids arc then smeared 
wth fixative and lightlj'’ replaced. Into the center compartment of each 
dish 1 ml. of alkaline pei'inanganatc is pipetted carcfulh' bj' means of a 
pipette of the Ostwald-^’an Sl3'kc pattern which insures very uniform 
pipetting throughout. The lids are rotated to fix them, and the units 
covered 63'- a dark cloth until required. 

To cany out the estimation, 0.1 ml. of blood is delivered into the outer 
compartment at the highest level, the lid is firml3’' sealed, and the dish 
rotated to mix blood and carbonate and then placed in a dark cupboard. 
The dish is ready for titration 2 hours later, though the general practice 
has been to allow 3 hours to insure complete absorption. The dishes may, 
if desired, be left overnight, the blanks being treated similarly. ^^Ten 

blood is obtained from a skin prick, 1 per cent cet3dtrimeth3dammonium 

bromide may be used for cleansing and disinfecting, with oxalate or fluo- 
ride as the anticoagulant. For the estimation of acetone, an absorption 
period of half an hour was found adequate. 

Tiiraiion — In order to secure the maximum sensitivity and convenience 
for operations in Conway units, the principle of titrating over the stage of 
permanganate to manganate was adopted, this first step of reduction being 
that produced by the alcohol during absorption, so long as the capacity of 
the permanganate (0.300 to 0.350 mg. of alcohol) was not exceeded. A 
reducing agent had to be found which would reduce the permanganate 
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very rapidlj' to the stage of manganate and verj' slow]}- bej'^ond. In order 
to overcome the difficulty of detecting the end-point in the presence of the 
intense green color of the manganate, barium chloride was used to precip- 
itate manganate as the insoluble barium salt. Several substances vrere 
found to possess the requisite properties, including potassium iodide, po- 
tassium thiocj'anate, potassium formate, orjS-unsaturated acids, a-hj'- 
droxj" acids, sodium thiosulfate, and thiourea. Of these, only fumaric 
acid, sodium thiosulfate, and thiourea ^vere found to react sufficiently 
rapidly to give sharp end-points. The fumaric acid solution, while satis- 
factorj^ when fresh, deteriorated verj' rapidh' and was useless after 24 
hours. Both thiosulfate and thiourea have been used in practice, but, for 
reasons given later, thiourea is preferable. Suitable strengths of these 
solutions were found to be 0.002 it sodium thiosulfate and 0.0016 ii thio- 
urea, for use with the standard Conway units of the center eompartment 
capacitj' to about 4 ml., with a 2 ml. micro burette (with reservoir) grad- 
uated in dhdsions of 0.02 ml., capable of being read bj^ eye to 0.002 ml. 
Preliminary tests showed that the amount of reducing agent required was 
proportional to the amount of permanganate present, over the range of 
the method. Such an e.vperiment maj' be carried out by diluting the per- 
manganate with 3 N potassium hydroxide. Since everj* specimen of po- 
tassium hydro.vide handled by the writer has possessed the power of caus- 
ing some reduction of permanganate to manganate, it was found necessary^, 
before carrjdng out dilutions, to add permanganate in small amounts to 
the potassium hydroxide solution until a faint pink tinge remained, and to 
make a correction for the small amount of reagent required to reduce the 
excess. The data presented below indicate that the amount of available 
oxygen consumed by the alcohol is also proportional to the amount pres- 
ent, over the range of alcohol concentrations to which the method is ap- 
plicable (0 to 300 mg. per cent with 0.1 ml. samples, 0 to 600 mg. per 
cent vith 0.05 ml.). 

In order to perform the titrations 0.2 ml. of 10 per cent barium chloride 
is added to the center compartment and the contents gently stirred by 
means of a glass rod drawn down to 1 to 1.5 mm. for a length of 6 cm., 
and bent, 10 to 15 mm. from the end, to 135°. The stirring is continued dur- 
ing dropnise addition of the reducing agent, till the last trace of pink 
color has disappeared. Fractional drops may be carried on the rod. The 
end-point is recognized b5' the apparent sudden change of color of the 
precipitated barium manganate viewed through the solution, from steel- 
blue to dark green. 

Calculation of Results — ^The formula applicable is (B — E) X. C = mg. 
of alcohol, or {B —■ E) X lOOOC = mg. per cent of alcohol for 0.1 ml. of 
specimen, where B = the blank titration in ml., E — estimation in ml,. 
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and C = a factor determined experimentally on alcohol solutions of known 
strength. C will then be the number of mg. of alcohol to which 1 ml. of the 
reducing agent, c.g. thiourea, is equivalent. The thiourea is best standard- 
ized directly against known amounts of alcohol in the Conway units. A 
suitable standard solution maj'- be made by delivering 1.000 ml. of pure 
alcohol into a 500 ml. volumetric flask and diluting to the mark with water, 
or by making a solution of Uvice this strength and employing a range of 
dilutions. In the former case, the solution contains 159 mg. per cent of 
alcohol and 0.1 ml. = 0.159 mg. of alcohol. 

As a rigorous test of the method under laboratory conditions, the fol- 
lowng experiment was carried out. On 3 separate days, alcohol solutions 
of fixed strengths were made up and estimated, and on each day fresh dilu- 
tions of a stock solution of thiourea were used for titration. The dilute thio- 
urea was ascertained to titrate 1 ml. for 0.177 =fc 0.0015 mg. of alcohol, 
The results include all accumulated errors of manipulation arising from di- 
lution of alcohol solutions, dilution of thiourea, measurement and introduc- 
tion of samples, pipetting of permanganate, and titration error, as well as 
possible lack of uniformity in cleanliness of dishes, contamination with at- 
mospheric dust, etc. 

The results obtained, wdiich are shown in Table I, indicate that, over 
a considerable range of alcohol concentrations, the method gave good 
results. It should be stressed that the figures shown are for individual 
estimations, not the mean of two or more, and it appears that the over-all 
error, assuming the alcohol dilutions to have been made correctly, w'as of 
the order of ±0.003 mg. for a single estimation. When mean values are 
calculated, the agreement between experimental and calculated figures 
is good. 

In Table II are given some values obtained on oxalated rat blood to w'hich 
alcohol was added in known amounts. This method of producing differ- 
ent alcohol concentrations was not completely satisfactory, how^ever, and, 
as shown in Table III, the results obtained by estimating duplicate blood 
samples taken from animals to which alcohol had been administered gave 
close agreement betw^een duplicates. The amount of volatile reducing 
substance in the blood of untreated animals is also seen to be negligible. 

N otes on Method and Reagents — ^The dishes used must be chemically 
clean. If this is not the case, the fact \vill be readily detected by the 
failure of the permanganate to spread at once evenly over the glass surface 
of the center compartment, and such a dish should be rejected. 

The fixative used, water glass, was adopted in preference to fixatives 
embodying organic substances which might cause reduction of permanga- 
nate if a filament is drawn out during removal of the lid for titration, h 
is easily and completely removed by water and leaves no contaminating 
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substance on the glass. It should not be allou-ed to remain in place more 
than 24 hours, and must be completely removed before acid is used. 


Tabm; I 


Delerminalion of Alcohol Solutions 


Date 

Thiourea used 

Alcohol found 

Alcohol calculated 

I9fr 

mI- 

mt. 

rr.z. 

Sept. 11 

1.329 

0.235 

0.239 

0.905 

0.160 

0.159 


0.607 

0.107 

0.111 


0.377 

0.067 

0.064 

Sept. 12 

1.360 

0.241 

0.239 

0.8S4 

i 0.156 

0.159 


0.640 

0.113 

0.111 


0.320 

0.057 

0.064 

Sept. 16 

1.357 

0.240 

0.239 


0.901 

0.159 ; 

0.159 


0.633 

0.112 ■ 

0.111 


0.350 

0.062 

0.064 

Mean calculated from 3 determinations on 

0.239 

0.239 

4 solutions 


0.158 

0.159 



0.110 

0.111 



0.062 

0.064 


1 ml. of thiourea solution s 0.177 ± 0.0015 mg. of ethyl alcohol; error, ±0.003 
mg. for a single determination. 


Table II 

Recovery of Alcohol Added to Rat Blood in Vitro 


Alcohol calculated 

Alcohol found 

1st series 

2nd series 

mj. 

ng. 

Pig. 

0.145 j 

0.150 

i 0.150 

0.099 

0.097 

0.107 

0.076 

0.076 

0.089 

0.051 

0.050 

0.045 


The following routine procedure has proved satisfactorj' for cleansing 
the units. As soon as possible after completion of titration, the dishes 
and lids are thoroughly washed under the tap. The lids may at once be 
dried vath a towel and put away after removal of fluff. The dishes are 
soaked in dilute hj'drochloric acid to remove barium carbonate, then rinsed 
and filled with dichromate-sulfuric acid cleaning mixture. After standing 
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1 to 2 hours, they arc rinsed with l.ap water and distilled water, stacked 
in an inverted position on metal trays, and dried in the oven. They are 
then stored inverted in a cupboard free from dust, \mt.il required. 

Taiu,i; III 


Determinations on Blood of Alrohnl-Trenlcd and Untreated Animals 









Kxperiment 1 

KTperiment 2 

Exptriment 3 


ml. 

ml. 

r,l. 

Blood from nits t, rented with ethyl alcohol 

/2.30S‘ 

J 

'2.300* 

1 

2.225* 

by inhalation; 0.03 ml. speeimen.s from 

1 

2.290* 

1 

2.301* 

1 

2.252’ 

tail measured in specially calibrated cai)i!- 

, 

1.912 

i 

'2.050 


1.740 

lary pipettes; duplicate determinations 


^1.892 

] 

2.018 


1.763 

. 



l.SSl 

J 

1.9S2 


1.780 



1.900 

1 

,1.984 


1.812 



^1.910 


l.SOS 


'l.930 



d .920 


,1.920 

> 

1.932 




^.980 


'l.S12 




\2.000 


,1.782 



lit.inl. 

Estim.itiont 

Redudn; 

substances 

calculated 




85 acetone 


ml. 

nt. 

Of. ftr mt 

Blood from fasting untreated rabbits; 0.1 

2.5S0 

2.590 


ml. specimens from marginal ear vein 

2.5S0 

2.500 

G 


2.351 

2.332 

2 


2.351 

2.330 

2 


2.318 

2.305 

3 


2. 348 

2.285 

5 


2.31C 

2.2GG 

4 


2.31G 

2.252 

5 


2.172 

2.110 

4 


2.172 

2.092 

6 


1.974 

1.977 



1 ml. of 0.002 M thiosulfate used = 0.147 mg. of alcohol or 0.07S mg. of acetone. 

♦ Blank. 

t Each figure represents blood from a separate animal, the animals being usuall.v- 
bled in pairs. 

By treatment of the alkaline permanganate solution wth one-fifth 
of its volume of 10 per cent barium acetate and centrifugation of the 
barium manganate, a permanganate solution is obtained which is hee 
of manganate and can be titrated under conditions similar to those used 
in the estimations. Since the available oxygen involved in the reduction 
of permanganate to manganate is then exactly one-fifth of the total avail- 
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able oxygea determined iodometrically, it is thus possible to establish 
the absolute reducing power of the solutions used for reduction and to 
draw conclusions about the oxidation products. Thiosulfate apparently 
does not jdeld a single oxidation product. Calculation of the number of 
oxygen equivalents per mole consumed in the oxidation has given the value 
7.3 on several occasions, even when freshly prepared thiosulfate solutions 
were tested. Since oxidation to sulfate involves uptake of 8 equivalents, 
this indicates formation of another oxidation product involving fewer 
equivalents per mole. The explanation does not apparently lie in the 
preliminary formation of a lower oxidation product, e.g. dithionate, with 
slow subsequent oxidation to sulfate, since, if a blank titration is inter- 
rupted for half an hour at the half way point and then completed, the end- 
point is unchanged. Rather, it appears that the oxidation takes two 
courses from the start. An explanation might be found in the possibility 
of resonance in the thiosulfate ion, so that the linkage between the sulfur 
atoms could behave both as a coordinate and covalent bond, with the 
formation of two distinct oxidation products. In the case of thiourea, the 
number of equivalents of oxygen consumed per mole was found to be 
close to 11, an unexpectedlj’’ high figure which suggests cyanate as the final 
oxidation product. As thiourea solutions were found to keep well, and, 
moreover, since this reagent is relatively insensitive to considerable al- 
teration in the titration conditions, such as a gross excess of bariiun chlo- 
ride, thiourea appears the preferable reducing agent. 

Comparison of the empirical factor for alcohol nith the reducing power 
of the soluton also permits calculation of the number of equivalents of 
oxj'gen taken up by alcohol during oxidation. This shows that, while the 
main product is certainly acetate (nith uptake of 4 equivalents per mole 
of alcohol), the oxygen consumption is 7 to 9 per cent more than that 
calculated for this oxidation, probably the consequence of slight enolization 
of the acetaldehj’^de presumably formed as the intermediate product. 
The conditions are thus quite dififerent from those of Friedemaim and 
IQaas (5), who found oxalate as the product of o.xidation of ethjd alcohol 
by boiling alkaline permanganate. 

The use of potassium carbonate as an agent to increase the vapor tension 
of alcohol solutions and so increase absorption in Conway units at room 
temperature is referred to in a verji- brief notice by Rj'an ct al. (6), appar- 
ently in conjunction with Winnick’s (3) absorbent, the statement being 
made that absorption was “almost complete” in 1 hour at room tempera- 
ture. Wlren the VTiter was developing the present method some 3 j'ears 
ago, it appeared to him that the reaction with dichromate and sulfuric 
acid was rather slow for the purpose of a microdiffusion method designed 
to operate at room temperature, and this led to the use of alkaline perman- 
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ganatc. Winnick’s absorbcnl has ilic advantage of not being sensitive 
to acetone. The acetone-absorbing property of alkaline permanganate 
has not in the writer’s experience proved to be a disadvantage under the 
conditions of experimental administration of alcohol, and, owing to the 
rarity of occurrence of free acetone in considerable quantity in the blood, 
errors due to this substance liavc been ignored in some methods; tg., 
that of Widmark (4). 

The method described in this paper can, if necessary, be adapted to the 
estimation of alcohol in the presence of acetone by substituting for the 
saturated potassium carbonate solution a buffered solution of potassium 
sulfite made as follows: 5 gm. of potassium hydroxide are dissolved in 12 
ml. of water and cooled, and 11 gm. of potassium mctabisulfite are added 
in small quantities. Finally water is added dropwise until the added 
salt just dissolves. The pH should then be close to 8. This solution, 
which keeps for about a week in a stoppered flask, has the property of 
permitting alcohol to diffuse completely in a 2 hour period, although 
retaining 93 to 95 per cent of the acetone up to 40 mg. per cent. During 
the absorption period, a very slight but perceptible reduction of the 
permanganate in the blank dish takes place (amounting to 0.03 to 0.05 ml. 
in the titration) due to absorption of sulfur dioxide. The necessity which 
thus arises of completing the titration within a period of approximately 
3 hours from the introduction of the sulfite detracts somewhat from the 
convenience of the method in this form. Acetone has appro.ximately twice 
the reducing power of alcohol towards alkaline permanganate, hlicro- 
diffusion methods for acetone have been given by Werch (7) and Winnick 
(8), depending on absorption in the Denighs reagent and bisulfite respec- 
tively. 

The alkaline permanganate solution deteriorates slowly in the bottle, 
but, if well protected from the atmosphere, can be kept for 2 to 3 weeks. 
It should be discarded when the alcohol-oxidizing capacity falls appreci- 
ably below 0.300 mg. per ml. (blank titration, 1.7 ml. of 0.0016 M thiourea). 
Wlien the oxidizing capacity’’ is ncaidy’’ exhausted by the alcohol present 
in the unit (titration of residual permanganate <0.15 ml. of 0.0016 n 
thiourea), formation of oxides of manganese may’’ commence, and this 
invalidates the calculation based on reduction to manganate. During 
titration, the removal of manganate ions by barium effectively prevents 
such further reduction. 

Carbon dioxide must not be allowed to gain entry to the potassium 
hydroxide in large amounts; otherwdse this action of the barium is dis- 
turbed, but the small amount of carbon dio.xide absorbed from the air 
during titration does not interfere. The precipitated barium manganate 
is stable in the strongly alkaline solutions employed, but thick crusts o 
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this substance should not be allowed to accumulate on the stirring rod, 
as permanganate can be formed on exposure to the air, due to absorption 
of carbon dioxide. 

The alkaline permanganate should not be exposed to an atmosphere 
contaminated by organic vapors (especially alcohol), dust, or tobacco 
smoke. The barium chloride also should be protected from alcohol vapor, 
as appreciable amounts may be absorbed from the air. 

Finally it may be mentioned that if alcohol, or better, acetone is intro- 
duced into the outer compartment of a Conway unit prepared as described 
with potassium carbonate as the expelling agent, the change of color of 
the permanganate solution due to reduction can be easily detected by the 
eye by comparison with a blank dish after quite a short time. This affords 
a vivid visual demonstration of the microdiffusion principle in operation. 

smtsiAHY 

1. A method of determining ethyl alcohol in blood specimens of 0.1 ml. 
is described, the principle of microdiffusion being employed. 

2. By the use of potassium carbonate as an alcohol-expelling agent and 
alkaline permanganate for absorption, the Conway units can be con- 
veniently operated at room temperature. 

3. A method of titrating alkaline permanganate is described, based on 
reduction to manganate by thiourea in the presence of barium ions. 

4. By the employment of a buffered solution of potassium sulfite to expel 
alcohol, interference by acetone can, if necessary, be largely eliminated. 

The writer desires to express appreciation of the interest shown by Pro- 
fessor F. L. Golla. He is also indebted to Mrs. R. K. Carpenter and Mr. 
D. Roberts for technical assistance, and to the Monthly Bulletin Research 
Fund of the British Society for the Study of Addiction, which supported 
the work. 
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TRYPTOPHAN METABOLISM 

XII. TRYPTOPHAN, KYNURENINE, AND RELATED COMPOUNDS 
AS PRECURSORS OF NICOTINIC ACID* 

Bt REINO E. KALLIOf asd CLARENCE P. BERG 
{From the Biochemical Laboratory, State University of loica, Iowa City) 
(Received for publication, July II, 1949) 

It is \rell established that ti^j'ptophan promotes an increase in the urinai^’’ 
output of nicotinic acid derivatives (1, 2) and that a deficienc}’- of niacin in 
the diet can be met or offset bj* an increased intake of tryptophan (3). 
The question of whether trjTitophan is actually itself a precursor of niacin 
(2) or functions only indirectl 5 ’’ to stimulate its production now appears 
to hav'e been resolved in favor of the former view. Direct eiddence is 
had in the recent demonstration that the A^'Cmethylnicotinamide e.xcreted 
after tiyT)tophan-3-C'^ is fed contains the isotope in its carbo-vjd group (4). 

The purpose of the present communication is to record the results of 
tests begun some months ago to determine comparatively the capacities 
of D- and L-trjTitophan, indole derivatives, and certain metabolites of 
tryptophan, particularly k 5 Tiurenme, to produce meth 5 'lnicotinamide in 
the rat. So far as we are aware, no direct comparisons of n- and n-tiyp- 
tophan have prei'iousl 3 ' been made. During the early course of the tests, 
kymuenine, kynurenic acid, and .xanthurenic acid were said (o) to hai’e 
produced no e.xtra urinarj' A'^Lmethylnicotinamide in the rat. It was 
therefore assumed that the synthesis of niacin from tryptophan could not 
proceed \'ia kjmurenine (5). In tests made elsewhere with mutant strains 
of Neiirospora, quite the opposite conclusion was reached (6). The data 
recorded in this paper afford direct eiddence that, even when injected sub- 
cutaneouslj^, kjTiurenine does promote the excretion of extra methj’’lnico- 
tinamide in the rat. Together with recentlj’- pubh’shed circumstantial 
exidence (4, 7, 8), the obsen*ations leave little doubt that kjmurenine is a 
normal intermediate in the production of niacin from tij^itophan in this 
animal. 

EXPERTMEXT-VL 

The DL-try-ptophan used in these studies was a sjmthetic product.’ 
It was acetj'lated and resolved, essentiallj* as directed bj' Berg (9). The 

* The data in this paper were taken largely from a thesis submitted by Mr. Kallio 
in June, 1948, in partial fulfdment of the requirements for the degree of Master of 
Science in Biochemistrj', in the Graduate College of the State University of Iowa. 

t Present address. Department of Bacteriology-, State University of Iowa. 

‘ We are pleased to acknowledge our indebtedness to Dr. L. S. Roehm and The 
Dow Chemical Company for a generous gift of synthetic tryptophan. 
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optical rotations of the acctyl-L- and acot3d-n-ti’yptophan and the l- and 
D-tiyptophan obtained are recorded in Table I. 

The L-lcynurenine and the k^’^nurcnic acid were isolated from the urines 
of rabbits given 4 gm. doses of L-tiyptophan, usually by stomach tube but 
in a few instances by subcutaneous injection. 24 hours later the urine 
remaining in the bladder was obtained by abdominal pressure and added to 
the urine voided. The combined sample was made acid to Congo red with 
5 per cent sulfuric acid, to precipitate the kynurenic acid. After standing 
at least overnight in the refrigerator, the kynurenic acid ^vas filtered off. 
Enough 50 per cent sulfuric acid Avas added to the filtrate to raise its 
sulfuric acid concentration to 5 per cent by volume. It was then mi.xed 
with an equal volume of 10 per cent mercuric sulfate in 5 per cent (by vol- 

Tahli: I 


Specific Rotations of Optically Active Compounds Tested 


Substance 


Concentration 
per 100 cc. solution 

Solvent 

Temperature 

Biblio- 

graphic 

refer- 

ence 

No. 

Found 

Recorded 

in 

reference 

As 

read 

Recorded 

in 

reference 


desrees 

degrees 

ttn. 



'C. 


Acetyl-L-tryptophau 

-I-2G.0 

-f2G.l 

1.0 

0.5 

iMeOH 

20 

(9) 

Acetyl-D-tr 3 ’’ptophan 

-2G.2 

-2G.2 

1.0 

0.5 

(r 

20 

(9) 

L-Tr 3 ’’ptophan 

-32.2 

-32.1 

0.5 

0.5 

IleO 

20 

(9) 

D-Tryptophan 

-1-32.1 

-1-31.0 

0.5 

0.5 

(( 

20 

(9) 

L-Kynurenine sulfate 

-f-10.2 

-f-10.0 

0.5 

2.0 

<( 

30 


it it 


-1-10.7 


0.S7 

it 

1C 

(10) 

it t4 


-1-7. S 


Unstated 

it 

Unstated 

(11) 


* Rowe, V. K., and Berg, C. P., unpublished d.-ita. 


ume) sulfuric acid and set aside for 48 hours at 0°. The brown mercuric 
sulfate complex of kynurenine was removed bj’’ centrifugation, Avashed 
twice AAuth 5 per cent sulfuric acid solution, tAAuce AAuth AA^ater, then suspended 
in water and decomposed Avith hydrogen sulfide. The mercuric sulfide was 
filtered off and the filtrate concentrated in vacuo to about 25 to 15 cc. 
Absolute alcohol was added to make the mixture 85 to 90 per cent alcoholic. 
The long, needle-shaped, buff crystals of kjmurenine sulfate obtained after 
24 hours in the refrigerator appeared to be identical with those in the 
photomicrograph published by Kotake and Iaa^ro (10). Further fractiona- 
tion of the mother liquors failed to yield appreciable additional amounts of 
the product. 

Several recrystallizations from 75 per cent ethyl alcohol produced less 
highly pigmented crystals, having the specific rotation indicated in Table I. 
They responded to the Kildcawa test for kynurenine (12), but not to the 
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Hopkins-Cole test. When heated in a capillaiy tube, they began to darken 
around 170° and melted, with blackening, at 194-195°. Corresponding 
temperatures recorded by Butenandt and his associates (11) are 165° 
and 194°. The nitrogen content (by Kjeldahl) was 8.71 per cent, in good 
agreement with the 8.80 per cent recorded by Butenandt et al., but agree- 
ing less well with the 9.15 per cent calculated from the anhydrous formula 
which they assign to kynurenine sulfate. 

The precipitated k 3 Tiurenic acid was partially purified as described by 
Berg (13), after which it melted at 262-263° (uncorrected). Values re- 
corded in the literature vary widely, usually between 257° and 278° (13). 

The yields of L-kynurenine per 4 gm. dosage of tryptophan ranged from 
0.0556 to 1.66 gm. and averaged 0.935 gm. in the eleven rabbits employed. 
The yields of kynurenic acid ranged from 0.886 to 1.878 gm. and averaged 
1.369 gm. 

The xanthurenic acid- melted at 289-290°, thus comparing favorably 
with the melting point of 288° reported by Lepkovsky, Roboz, and Haagen- 
Smit (14). 

The indole-3-pyruvic acid was prepared in the usual way (15, 16) by 
condensing indole-3-aldehyde w'ith hippuric acid in the presence of acetic 
anhydride and anhydrous sodium acetate, and hydrolyzing the acetylated 
azlactone with alkali. The indole aldehyde was made from indole by a 
modified Reimer-Tiemann reaction (17). The purified indolepyruvic acid 
was light tan in color. It softened at 204° and melted at 210-211°. The 
literature records 212° as the melting point (16). The p-nitrophenyl- 
hydrazone derivative melted at 153°, as compared with 153-154° recorded 
by others (15, 16). 

The indole-3-acetic and indoIe-3-propiom’c acids were purchased from the 
Eastman Kodak Company. They melted at 167-168° and 132-133°, 
respectively. 

The compounds listed were each tested for their capacity to promote 
niacin synthesis bj'' injecting them subcutaneousl}’’ into adult female rats 
maintained on a diet deficient in tryptophan and nicotinic acid and 
determining the urinary excretion of A''^-methj'-lnicotinamide during the 
following 24 hours. The rats were of the Sprague-Dawle 3 ^ strain; they 
averaged 300 gm. in weight, and were housed individuallj^ in cages placed 
in funnels fitted with screens to retain the feces and tubes to collect the 
urine. The tryptophan-deficient diet was fed ad libitum. Per 100 gm., 
it contained acid-hydrol 3 "zed casein 17.7, L-c 3 ’-stine 0.3, glucose 15.0, starch 
37.0, Vream’ 19.0, cod liver oil 5.0, salt mi.xture (18) 4.0, and agar 2.0 gm. 

* This was made available to us through the courtes3- of Dr. Richard H. Barnes 
of Sharp and Dohme, Inc. 

* Vream is a h3’drogcnated mixture of animal and vegetable fat marketed by 
Swift and Companj'. 
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A mixture of the B complex vitamins was also fed separately each clay in 
pellet form, except during the 24 hour periods in which the urine was 
collected. The mixture contained no nicotinic acid. Per day, it provided 
thiamine hydrochloride 40, riboflavin 60, and pyridoxinc hydrochloride 
60 t; calcium pantothenate 0.2, p-aminobcnzoic acid 2.0, inositol 2.0, 
choline hydrochloride 20.0, corn synip 50, and starch 100 mg. A minimum 
of 7 days was allowed after transfer to the experimental diet before the in- 
jections were begun, and 3 days were allowed to intervene between injec- 
tion periods to insure the return of the A^'-methylnicotinamide excretion 
to the basal level. 

To determine its capacit}^ to promote A'^-methylnicotinamide excretion, 
each of the compounds, but one, was tested in a series of twelve rats. These 
were separated into three groups of four animals each. Each of the rats in 
the first group was injected with the test compound in an amount equivalent 
to 100 mg. of trj’^ptophan and each in the second group with 100 mg. of 
L-tryptophan. The rats in the third group seiwcd as basal controls 
and received no injections. In the two succeeding test periods the order 
was changed so that by the end of the third period each rat had sensed as 
an experimental animal, as an l tryptophan conl.rol, and as a basal control. 
In some of the test series, one or more of the rats developed sterile abscesses 
at the site of the injections and were therefore discarded before all of the 
tests were completed. In the series of tests on xanthurenic acid, the supply 
of the compound sufficed for onl}'^ eight animals. All urines were anal 3 'zed 
at least in duplicate for iV^-methjdnicotinamide, essentiallj’’ as directed bj’’ 
Huff and Perlzweig (19). Under the conditions emplo 3 ’’ed, none of the 
compounds tested was found to interfere with the determination. 

DISCUSSION 

The results of the tests are summarized in Table II. On all of the regi- 
mens, marked variations in output of A*-methylnicotinamide occurred. 
Comparable divergence in data from other laboratories (20) seems to indi- 
cate that wide variations maj’’ be inherent in this type of stud 3 \ Rota- 
tation of the animals to test each on all throe regimens in the series should 
have compensated for differences in their sjmthetic capacities. In spite of 
the deviations on each regimen, comparison of the average net excretion 
after injection of the compound being tested with the average net excretion 
after the injection of L-tryptophan seems to afford a fairlj’- valid, though 
rough, estimate of the relati^'e utilit 3 ’’ of the compound for A^'-methyl- 
nicotinamide production. 

In Series I, pyridoxine was added to the solution of tiyptophan in- 
jected to determine whether this would markedty accelerate the methyl- 
nicotinamide excretion. It has been both claimed (5, 21, 20) and denied 



R. E. KAIiUO AND C. P. BERG 


337 


Tabi.e II 


N'-Methylnicotinamide Excretion in Urine of Rats in $4 Sours after Subcutaneous 
Injection of Test Substance in Dosages Equivalent to 100 Mg. of Tryptophan 


Series 

No. 

Substance injected 

No. of 
rats 

1 iV^Methylnicotinaraide 
excretion 

Relative availability 
of test substance for 
e tby Ini co tinami d e 
production* 

Average 

Range 




1 

1 •>' 


per cent 

I 

1 ,-Tryptophan (-f SO y py- 

11 

1290 

820-1925 

115 


ridoxine HGl) 






L-Tryptophan 

n 

1128 

783-1560 



None 

12 

52 

5- 181 1 


II 

n-Tryptophan 

12 

1115 

216-2405 

67 


L-Tryptophan 

10 

1612 

290-2500 



None 

12 

56 

! 8-108 


III 

DL-Tryptophan 

9 

1528 

806-2500 

95 


L-Tryptophan 

11 

1605 

600-2810 



None 

10 

150 

62- 252 


IV 

Acetyl- L-Trj'p topha n 

12 

509 

36-1278 

38 


L-Trj'ptophan 

12 

1204 

250-3035 



None 

12 

87 

15- 185 


V 

Acetyl-D-Tryptophan 

12 

84 

41- 176 

1 


L-Tryptophan 

12 

1456 

176-2652 



None 

12 

64 

15- 106 


VI 

L-Kynurenine sulfate 

12 

526 

60-1520 

40 


L-Tryptophan 

11 

1202 

282-2890 



None 

13 

77 

21- 150 


VII 

Kynurenic acid 

11 

46 

17- 85 

0 


L-Tryptophan 

11 

850 

240-1680 



None 

11 

43 

17- 145 


VIII 

Xanthurenic acid 

8 

82 

34- 104 

2 


L-Tryptophan 

8 

1058 

788-1569 



None 

8 

62 

24- 124 


IX 

Indole-3-pyruvic acid 

11 

1200 

174-1852 

69 


L-Tryptophan 

11 

1712 

224r-2850 



None 

12 

76 

7- 213 


X 

Indole-3-propionic acid 

12 

190 

40- 250 

1 


L-Tryptophan 

12 

1757 

650-2960 



None 

12 

166 

48- 330 


XI 

Indole-3-acetic acid 

i 

109 

62- 160 

1 


L-Tryptophan 

12 

2038 

835-2640 



None 

i 12 

86 

38- 186 



* {Average excretion after injection of test substance) — 
(average control excretion (no injection)) 


(Average excretion after L-trj-ptophan injection) — 
(average control excretion (no injection)) 
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(22) that a deficiency in pyridoxine interferes appreciably with the produc- 
tion of methylnicotinamidc from tiyptophan. It seemed barely possible 
that, if pjn-idoxine were required in the process, the injection of tryptophan 
might impose an extra demand for it sufficient to overwhelm the capacity 
of the tissues to mobilize it and thus induce a deficiency. The increase of 
15 per cent noted in the output of mcth 3 dnicotinamide is probablj’- not 
sufficient!}'- marked to justify making an}'- broad deductions. 

n-Tryptophan (Scries II) appears to be well utilized for A'^'-mcthylnico- 
tinamide production. The fact that indolepynivic acid (Scries IX) pro- 
motes a similar output correlates well with earlier observations that both 
D-tiyptophan and indolepynivic acid can be used about as well as L-tiyp- 
tophan for growth in the rat (23, 24), presumably because they can be con- 
verted into this isomer. Since they arc not also as readily converted into 
kynurenic acid when administered in amounts larger than those which 
suffice for gro-udh (25), it seems reasonable to assume that their conversion 
into L-tryptophan must be limited. Although n-tiyptophan yields n-kynu- 
renine in the rabbit (26, 10) and presumably also in the rat (25), this form 
of kynurenine apparently cannot be converted into kynurenic acid (26, 25) 
by these species, or into niacin by Ncurospora crassa (6). 

Comparative tests leave little doubt that n-kynurenine sulfate (Scries VI) 
can induce niacin synthesis in the rat. This finding seems especially 
significant. It confiims previous observations with Natrospora crassa (6) 
and lends support to the circumstantial evidence afforded by the conversion 
of tryptophan-/3-Ci‘’ into kynurenine (8), and of tryptophan-3-C“ into 
A^i-methylnicotinamide (4), presumably via kynurenine. The rather wide 
individual differences noted in our tests with L-k}-nurenine and the limited 
availability of tliis product to the research worker suggest that the nega- 
tive findings reported by others (5, 27), in support of which they presented 
no data, may have been based on a very limited number of tests. On the 
other hand, our data on A’^-methylnicotinamide excretion after the injection 
of kynurenic acid (Series VII) and xanthurenic acid (Series "^TII) support 
the comment (5) that neither of these increases niacin production. Our 
data on indolepropionic acid (Series X) and onindoleacetic acid (Series XI) 
also show little or no increase in A^*-methylnicotinamide above the output 
under basal conditions. Again the literature refers to unpublished data 
said to afford similar evidence (28). 

Acetylation retarded considerably the capacity of L-tryptophan to pro- 
mote niacin synthesis (Series IV) and made n-tryptophan completely un- 
available for this purpose (Series V). These results agree vdth previous 
observations that, although acetyl-L-tryptophan can be utilized as well for 
growth as L-tryptophan (23, 24), it yields much less Icynurenic acid (23). 
Acetyl-D-tiyptophan, on the other hand, is quite useless either for grovdh 
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(23, 24) or as a source of kynurenic acid (23). Since L-kynurenine is 
unable to replace tiyptophan for growth in the rat (29), the acetyl-L- 
tryptophan so used must undergo deacetylation, without cleavage of the 
indole ring. Such an assumption would be unnecessaiy to account for the 
production of kynurenine or its conversion to iV^-methylnicotinamide. 
The fact that acetyl-n-tryptophan cannot replace n-tiyptophan for growth 
in the rat, as D-trjTJtophan can, argues against its deacetylation before 
ring cleavage, but does not preclude the possibility that it might first be 
converted to acetyl-D-k 5 murenine, then be deacetylated. The capacity 
of D-k3murenine to produce niacin in the animal organism has not been 
determined. It is not converted to Icynurenic acid in the animal (26, 25), 
nor does it appear to serve as a niacin precursor in Neurospora crassa (6). 

The less efficient production of A''*-methylnicotinamide from L-kjmurenine 
(Series VI) than from L-tryptophan is not necessarily out of harmony unth 
the view than V'-methylnicotinamide is produced via L-kynurenine. It 
is quite possible that the concentration of Icynurenine afforded by a single 
large injection might overwhelm the capacity of the organism to convert it 
to nicotinic acid and result in the shunting of a considerable portion of it 
to a more readily available metabolic outlet. Injection of an equivalent 
amount of L-tryptophan, on the other hand, might be e.Kpected to provide 
L-kynurenine at a rate better suited to nicotinic acid synthesis. The fact 
that iV‘-methylnicotinamide is produced from L-kynurenine, an inter- 
mediate metabolite of L-tiyptophan quite incapable of supporting growth, 
emphasizes a point often overlooked, that evidence based on metabolite 
excretion does not always provide a safe criterion as to relative utilit}’ for 
growth. 

Though the compounds used in these studies were injected subcutaneously 
in order to by-pass the intestines, the possibility that niacin may have been 
synthesized in part by the intestinal flora is nevertheless not completely 
excluded. In some animals at least one metabolite of trjqjtophan (kynu- 
renic acid) can be eliminated via the bile and thus reach the intestinal 
lumen. It seems quite unlikely, however, that excretion by this route 
could have provided enough of any metabolite to have accounted for 
more than a small fraction of the increment in the A’''-methylnicotinamide 
e.xcretion noted after the subcutaneous injection of the substances most 
effective in producing it. 


SUMMARY 

Several compounds which bear a metabolic or structural relationship 
to L-trj'ptophan have been tested for their capacities to promote the sjmthe- 
sis of nicotinic acid in rats maintained on a diet deficient in ti^Titophan and 
nicotinic acid. To circumvent, as completely as possible, the action of 
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bacteria in the alimentary tract, the compounds were injected subcu- 
taneously. The A^*-methylnicotinamide content of the following 24 hour 
urines was determined. To alTord maximal control, urines were collected 
from each rat in each series of tests, (a) after the injection of the test 
substance, ( 6 ) after the injection of an equivalent amount of li-tryptophan, 
and (c) after no injection. 

Comparisons with the net excretion after the injection of L-tiyptophan, 
as a standard, indicated that the net outputs after the injections of n-tiyp- 
tophan and indolepyruvic acid were about a third smaller, but after the in- 
jections of DL-tryptophan, onlj’- slightlj' less. Acetylation completely 
blocked the capacit}'’ of n-tiyptophan to produce an increased output of 
methylnicotinamide and lowered that of L-try]jtophan b}’’ more than half. 
Indolepropionic and indoleacetic acids and kynurenic and xanthurenic acids 
failed to promote appreciable nicotinic acid synthesis. 

The plausibility of assuming that L-kynurenine is a normal intermediate 
in the production of nicotinic acid from n-tiyptophan is indicated (a) 
by the relatively high output of A'’‘-methylnicotinamide induced by its 
injection, (b) by the fact that L-k3murenine can be produced from, but is 
quite incapable of being reconverted into, L-tiyptophan, and (c) bj" the 
fact that, in addition to L-tr3''ptophan and L-kynurenine, the only other 
compounds which promoted appreciable increments in the output of 
Af^-methylnicotinamide were those which could be con^'erted into L-ti3’’p- 
tophan, hence were potentially able also to produce L-k3'nurenine. The 
amount of extra iV'-methylnicotinamide excreted in the urine after the 
injection of L-kynurenine sulfate, though large, was less than half that 
excreted after the injection of an equivalent dose of L-tiyptophan. How 
this lower output can be reconciled with the thesis that L-lomurenine is an 
intermediate, is discussed. 
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EVIDENCE FOR THE SPECIFICITY OF ESTERASE AND 
LIPASE BY THE USE OF THREE CHROMOGENIC 
SUBSTRATES* 

By MARVIN M. NACHLASf and ARNOLD M. SELIGMAN 

(From the Kirstein Laboratory for Surgical Research, Beth Israel Hospital, and the 
Department of Surgery, Harvard Medical School, Boston) 

(Received for publication, June 21, 1949) 

Follo^ving the development of a histochemicaJ method for demonstrating 
non-specific esterase (1) in tissue sections by enzymatic hydrolysis of /3- 
naphthyl acetate, the possibility was explored of developing a similar 
method for lipase together with convenient colorimetric methods for 
measuring the activity of both enzymes in blood serum. 

Interest in the enzymes which hydrolyze carboxylic esters stems from the 
discovery by Hanriot in 1896 (2) of an enzyme in serum and tissues which 
hydrolyzed monobutyrin. He called it “lipase,” a term which was imme- 
diately challenged (3, 4) on the ground that the serum does not hydrolyze 
true fats and that the enzyme is an esterase which splits the esters of the 
lower fatty acids. This difference of opinion still prevails (5-7). Pre- 
sumably the ideal substrates for lipase are the glycerides of long chain fatty 
acids and for esterase the simple esters of short chain carboxylic acids. 
But a considerable degree of overlapping in enzymatic hydrolysis by these 
two enzymes occurs, since both enzymes can split esters of intermediate 
sized chains (8). The most effective hydrolysis which each enzyme pro- 
duces (9, 10) depends more on the length of the acid chain than on the type 
of alcohol to which it is attached. Since the enzymes present in liver, 
kidney, and serum h 3 '^drolyze lower fatty acid esters quite readily and 
higher ones poorly, the action involved is considered to be due to esterase. 
Extracts of pancreas hydrolyze both types well and, therefore, probably 
contain both esterase and lipase (11). In order to study these differences 
further, so as to determine more precisely the specificity of these two en- 
zymes noth regard to short and long chain fatty acid esters and their rela- 
tionslnp to certain enzjmatic inhibitors and activators, the /S-naphthjd 
esters of acetic (C 2 ), lauric (Cu), and palmitic-stearic (Cie-Cis) acids were 
prepared as substrates. Solutions or emulsions of these substrates were 

* Tills investigation was aided by a research grant from the National Cancer 
Institute, National Institutes of Health, United States Public Health Service, b}' a 
grant from the IMassachusetts Division of the American Cancer Society, and by an 
institutional grant to Han-ard Universitj- b 3 ' the American Cancer Societj-. 
t Research Fellow of the National Cancer Institute. 
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incubated with tissue homogenates, and, after a period of incubation, an 
azo dye was produced by coupling the /3-naphthol liberated by enzymatic 
hydrolysis with a tetrazonium salt (tetrazotized diorthoanisidinc). This 
colored compound was extracted from the reaction mixture with ethyl 
acetate and measured colorimetrically. 

Preparation of Substrates 

^-Naphthyl Acetate — This was prepared from /3-naphthol, acetic an- 
hydride, and dry pyridine' as previouslj’^ described (J). 

^-Naphthyl Laurate — Laurie acid (40 gm., Eastman grade, m.p. 42-43°) 
and thionyl chloride (40 cc.) were heated in an open Erlenme 3 ’'er flask until 
the acid dissolved. Heating near the boiling point was continued for 
another 10 minutes. Suction was then applied through a one-hole rubber 
stopper, and the excess thionjd chloride was evaporated. /3-Naphthol (29 
gm.) was added in portions to the hot acid chloride, and, when addition 
was complete and the reaction had subsided, 20 cc. of diy pj^idine were 
added and the mixture was heated at 80-90° for 15 minutes. Absolute 
ethanol was added cautiously to the hot solution until 400 cc. had been 
added. The solution was cooled in an ice bath, and the ester was collected 
with the aid of suction and washed with absolute methanol. The yield 
was 55 gm. (83 per cent); m.p. 58-60°. 

CsJ-IsoO", Calculated, C S0.70, II 9.48; found, C 81.03, II 9.18 

^-Naphthyl Stearate — Stearic acid (30 gm., Eastman, m.p. 65-70°) and 
30 cc. of thionyl chloride were used to prepare the acid chloride by the pro- 
cedure given for the laurate. /3-Naphthol (14.5 gm.) was added in portions, 
followed by 15 cc. of dry pju’idine, and the mixture was heated for 15 
minutes. Absolute ethanol (350 cc.) was added cautiousl}’’, the hot solu- 
tion was cooled in an ice bath, and the ester was collected and washed with 
absolute methanol. The yield was 38 gm. (93 per cent); m.p. 73-75° as 
reported (12). 

Better enzj’^matic hydrolj^sis was obseiwed with the naphthyl ester pre- 
pared from crude stearic acid- than with the pure stearate. The crude 
acids melted at 57-59° and the crude naphthyl esters at 49-52°. The 
experiments reported below were perfonned with this crude palmitaic- 
stearate mixture. 

* Pyridine was made anhydrous by refluxing over barium oxide for several daj^s, 
followed by distillation from barium oxide. 

- Purchased from the Howe and French Company, Boston . The material contains 
40 per cent stearic acid, 50 per cent palmitic acid, 8 per cent oleic acid, and traces of 
linoleic and myristic acids. 
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Method 

Fresh tissue obtained from several species and tissue from humans se- 
cured post mortem were weighed wet, homogenized in a groimd glass tube, 
and centrifuged at 1500 h.p.m. for a few minutes to remove the coarse par- 
ticles. Various dilutions with tap water were made. 

Substrates — ^/3-Naphth3d acetate (10 mg.) was dissolved in 2 cc. of ace- 
tone and added to 50 cc. of veronal buffer^ at pH 7.4 and 48 cc. of water. 
A clear solution resulted. In the case of the more insoluble naphthyl lau- 
rate and naphthyl stearate-palmitate, 10 mg. of each were dissolved in 10 
cc. of acetone and added through a submerged pipette into an agitated 
solution containing 50 cc. of veronal buffer^ at pH 7.4, 2 cc. of 1 per cent 
Aerosol solution^ (O.T. 345), and 38 cc. of water. A faintly cloudy solu- 
tion was produced (0.1 mg. per cc). The very pure naphthyl stearate did 
not produce a stable emulsion, but tended to crystallize. Preliminary ex- 
periments showed that this concentration of the substrates was in excess 
of that required for maximal rate of hydrolysis. 

Procedure 

1 cc. of the tissue homogenate and 6 cc. of the substrate solutions were 
incubated (a) for 20 minutes at room temperature when naphthyl acetate 
was used, (6) for 1 hour at 37° when naphthyl laurate was used, and (c) 
for 3 to 24 hoiurs at 37° when naphthyl stearate-palmitate was used. This 
timing was adopted to keep the amount of pigment production within the 
range of the Klett colorimeter, because of the greater activity of esterase 
compared to lipase. At the end of the incubation period 1 cc. of a freshly 
prepared, chilled solution containing 4 mg. of a stabihzed tetrazonium salt 
(in powder form)® was added and the tube shaken. After a few minutes, 
1 cc. of 40 per cent trichloroacetic acid was added to facilitate e.xtrac- 
tion of the azo dye from the protein-containing solution. The mixture 
was shaken with 10 cc. of ethyl acetate and centrifuged for 10 minutes. 
The red component of the purple azo dye was more evident in eth 5 d acetate 
solution than when precipitated from water. The solution was measured 

’ Prepared according to MSchaelis (13) by mi.xing 53. 1 cc. of a solution of 10.3 gm. 
of sodium diethyl barbiturate in 500 cc. of distilled water, with 41.9 cc. of 0.1 N hydro- 
chloric acid. 

* Aerosol was used throughout most of this study because of its value as an emulsi- 
fier. However, it was found toward the end to be unnecessary and, in addition, to 
produce some inhibition of enzjTnatic hydrolysis. In the e.xperiments ^^dth sodium 
taurocholate, .4erosol was not used. 

‘ Contains 20 per cent tetrazotized diorthoanisidine, 5 per cent zinc chloride, and 
20 per cent aluminum sulfate. Provided through the courtesy of Dr. E. II. Laughlin, 
E. I. du Pont de Nemours and Company, Inc., Boston, under the trade name Naph- 
thanil Diazo Blue B. 
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in a Ivlett photoelectric colorimeter with a No. 540 m/ix filter. All reactions 
were run in duplicate. The colorimeter readings were converted to mg. 
and micromoles of /3-naphthol from a calibralion cuitc obtained with 
naphthol under conditions stated above. The cuiwe was linear between 
0.005 and 0.05 mg. of naphthol. When the ethyl acetate extract was 
diluted 1:1, the curve was linear between 0.01 and 0.1 mg. of naphthol. 
When inhibitors or accelerators were added, care was taken to maintain a 
pH of 7.4. The tissue homogenates were incubated with the inhibitor or 
accelerator for 1 hour befoi-e the substrates were added. 

RcsitUs 

Co?npa7ison of Eiizymaiic llydrohjsis of Three S^ihstralcs hy JAver, Kid- 
ney, and Pancreas in Six Species — The results of several experiments with 
each substrate and tissue are given in Table I. Kidnc}’, liver, and pan- 
creas iiydrolyzed the acetic acid ester to about the same extent in all the 
species studied, whereas pancreas hydrolyzed from 50 to 100 times as much 
of the stearic-palmitic acid esters as did kidney' and liver. Pancreas 
hj^di'olyzed about 10 times as much lauric acid ester as did liver in four 
species, but onl}'’ 2 to 3 times as much in man, and about the same amount 
in the guinea pig. Balls and hlatlaek (14) obtained similar results with 
other butyric and stearic esters and concluded that pancreas contains not 
only esterase, but an additional cnzjTnc, lipase. 

Effect of Inhibitors and Accelerators on Enzymatic Hydrolysis of Three 
S7ibstrates — Five substances have been Andely studied for their effects 
upon the esterolytic action of tissue extracts. These are cserine (15), 
sodium taurocholate (16), quinine (17), sodium arsenilate (IS), and so- 
dium fluoride (19). Because of the sensitivity of our technique for de- 
tecting enzymatic actiAUty, AA^e found that the concentrations of these 
agents Avhieh have been suggested to demonstrate their near maximal 
activity Avere inadequate. We have accordingly used higher concentra- 
tions. The reagents Avere placed in contact with the enzjmie for an hour at 
room temperature, folloAAung AA'hich the buffered substrate Avas added and 
the incubation carried out for the time and temperature specified aboA’^e. 
Before treating the liberated /3-naphthol Avith the diazonium compound, 
the same quantity of the Amrious inhibitors Avas added to the control tubes. 
This was found necessary because of a slight but constant alteration in 
the pigment in the presence of many of these inhibitors. The technique of 
measurement Avas then continued as described. All reactions Avere run 
in duplicate. The results are presented in Tables 11 to "iH. Each agent is 
discussed separately beloAv. 

E serine — ^Although this substance is noted primarily for its inhibitory 
effect in Ioav concentrations (10~® m) on cholinesterase, it has also been said 
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to affect the esterase actiaaty of human serum upon methyl butyrate and 
tribut 5 Tin ( 5 , 20 , 21 ). Huggins and Lapides (22), however, found no in- 
hibition of the enzymatic hydrolysis of p-nitrophenyl propionate bj' eserine 

Table I 


Esterolytic Aclivilies of Kidney, Liver, and Pancreas upon Acetate, Laurate, and 
Stearate Esters of P-Naphlkol* 


Species 

Experi- 

^-Naphthyl acetate 

/J-Xaphthyl laurate 

^-Xapbthyl stearate-palmitate 

raent 



■■■■ 








Xo. 

Kidney 

liver 

Pancreas 



Pan- 

creas 

Kidney 

Inver 

Pancreas 

Mouse 

1 

4.80 

5.42 

4.59 

0.46 

0.25 

1.11 

n|B 


0.174 


2 

3.75 

5.42 

3.11 

0.36 

0.24 

0.97 



0.327 


3 

4.17 

4.38 

5.42 

0.39 

0.22 

1.60 

ISVilInKl! 


0.605 

Rat 

1 

5.63 

4.58 

3.13 

0.27 

0.17 

1.47 

0.00049 


0.325 


2 

5.63 

4.58 

3.54 

0.30 

0.17 

0.81 



0.348 


3 

5.42 

7.92 

8.55 

0.29 

0.35 

2.78 


0.00197 

0.325 


4 

5.63 

8.55 

7.72 

0.29 

0.47 

2.64 

0.00044 

raiiiKr 

0.325 


5 

3.86 

4.38 

5.63 

2.23 

0.13 

2.42 

0.00041 


0.186 

Guinea 

1 

2.40 

23.4 

2.92 

0.25 

0.53 

0.42 

0.00020 


0.0417 

pig 


2.29 

22.1 

5.22 

0.23 

0.53 

0.63 

0.00017 

1 

0.0556 



1.46 

15.4 

3.76 

0.19 

0.53 

0.42 

0.00020 

1 

0.0695 

Rabbit 

1 

2.50 

BS 

19.6 

0.13 

0.50 

5.28 



0.34S 


2 

2.80 


24.2 

0.15 

0.50 

3.20 

0.00125 


0.186 


3 

2.29 

12.1 

10.4 

0.19 

1.03 

3.20 

0.00157 


0.870 


4 

2.39 

10.8 

12.9 

0.12 

0.83 

3.75 

nniu u 


0.852 

Dog 

1 


5.84 

9.60 

0.042 

0,21 

2.08 



0.220 


2 

IB 

6.68 

10.2 

0.045 

0.26 

2.22 



0.220 


3 

1.21 

3.12 

Imuw 

0.038 

0.24 

1.32 


flBBiS 

0.162 


4 

1.21 

3.12 

6.46 

0.038 

0.22 

1.95 



0.220 


1 5 

0.58 

3.55 

3.96 

0.052 

0.22 

1.39 



0.500 

Man 

' 1 

0.29 

l.OS 

mmm 

0.013 

0.35 

0.24 

■Hiiaal? 


0.0163 


1 ^ 

bmiii 

2.88' 3.68 

0.029 

0.37 

1.15 

0.00145 


0.0766 


I 3 

I 0.46 


0.01 

0.14 

0.62 



0.0302 


! 4 


1 1.35 

4.17 

0.01 

0.25 

0.77 



0.0348 


1 5 

H 

1 2.08 3.23 

0.01 

0.25 

na 


llili 

0.0620 


* The data are given in micromoles of ^-naphthol liberated in 1 hour by 1 mg. of 
tissue (wet weight). It was found that the amount of substrate hydrolyzed was 
directly proportional to the time of incubation and the concentration of the enzjTne. 
Calculation of the number of micromoles of naphthol produced by enzjTnafic hy- 
drolysis was made with the following equation. 

P-Naphthol (micromoles _ g -naphthol (mg.) X 1000 

per mg. wet tissue per hr.) weight (mg.) X time (lire.) X mol. weight of naphthol 


in this concentration. Similar observations were made by us vith )S-naph- 
thyl acetate as a substrate. Eserine sulfate in 3.5 X 10~^ m concentra- 
tion showed a small inliibitorj’’ effect on the hj'drolysis of all three sub- 
strates by rat tissues, a somewhat greater effect bj- dog tissues, and a 
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very significant effect, especially with the acetic ester, by human tissues 
(Table II). The significance of this species difference is not clear, 
Sodivm Tawocholate — This compound at a concentration of 2 X 10~* 
M was reported by Willstiltter and Mcmmcn (IG) to have an accelerating 
effect upon the hydrolysis of methyl butyrate and t.riacetin by pancreas. 
More than the detergent action was involved in its ability to activate the 
pancreatic enzyme. This is supported by the report of Gomori that so- 
dium taurocholate increased the intensity of pancreatic staining in his 


Tarm: II 

Effect of Escrinc {3.5 X 1Q~^ m) upon Eslcroli/tic Activities of Kidnc;/, Liver, and 
Pancreatic Extracts u'ilh Three Substrates* 


Species 

Tissue 

Inhibition of hydrolysisf of 

/5-Naphthyl acetate 

/5-Nnphthyl laurate 

P-Naphthyl 

stcarate-palmitate 



per cent 

per cent 

per cent 

Rat 

Kidnc3' 

12 

30 (4) 

25 


Liver 

45 

24 (4) 

29 


Pancreas 

70 

3 

23 (5) 

Dog 

Kidne3’ 

59 (4) 

51 

47 


Liver 

61 (4) 

50 

40 

i 

Pancreas 

51 (5) 1 

Of 

67 

Man 

Kidney 

86 (4) 

67 (5) 

53 


Liver 

84 

Of (5) 

4 


Pancreas ' 

83 

1 40 (7) 

{ 05 


* The inhibitor remained in contact with tlie enzyme for 1 hour prior to incuba- 
tion with the substrate solution. Tlie percentages recorded represent the averages 
of three experiments run in duplicate. When more than three were performed, the 
number is indicated in parentheses. 

t The esterolysis of each substrate by tissue was taken to be 100 per cent and 
the results in the presence of esorine are expressed ns a ratio (per cent) in each 
experiment. 

J Indicates acceleration of activitj" that was visible grossly. 

histochemical method which utilizes a water-soluble substrate (Tween) 
(23). He also noted some inlribition of liver and Iddney staining. In the 
experiments with the naphthyl substrates, the esterolytic activities of 
liver and Iddney were slightly inliibited, whereas pancreatic activity was 
markedly accelerated (Table III) Tliis effect is most pronounced with the 
lauric acid ester. Therefore, an esterol 3 d;ic enzyme so activated in pan- 

“ The pure stearate, on the other hand, was poorly hydrolyzed bj’’ pancreatic 
tissue and taurocholate stimulation of enzymatic hydrolysis was not observed. 
However, enzymatic hj’-drolysis and taurocholate accentuation of h 3 ’'drol 3 'sis were 
observed with pure jS-naphthyl palmitatc, m.p. 70-72°, prepared from Eastman pal- 
mitic acid, m.p. 61-62°, and by /3-naphthyl oleate, liquid, prepared from U. S. P. 
oleic acid as described above for the laurate. 
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creas presumably is not present in liver or kidney and is not esterase, but 
lipase. 

Quinine Hydrochloride— Rons, and Pavloric (17) discovered that quinine 
(10 ~' m) inhibited the splitting of tributjTin by pancreas but not by liver 
or kidney. In the e.\'periments given in Table IV, quinine in 5 X 10~- 
M concentration inhibited pancreatic hi'^drolysis of /9-naphthyl acetate to a 

Table III 


Efecl of Sodium Taurocholaie (}0~^ it) upon Eslerolylic Activities of Kidney, Liver, 
and Pancreatic Extracts with Three Substrates* 


Spedes 

Tissue 

Experiment 

No. 

/5'Naphthyl 

acetate 

^-Naphthyl 

laurate 

a-Naphthyl 

stearate-pal- 

mitate 

Rat 

Kidney 

1 

0 

0 




2 

0 

0 

0 



3 

0 

~ 

1 


Liver 

1 

— 

0 

0 



2 

0 

0 

_ 

i 


3 

— 

0 

0 

i 

Pancreas 

1 


■+•" i--f 


i 


2 

-4* 

4-4-4- 

+-i- 


1 

3 i 

4-1- 

-f-f-b 

4— b-b 

Man 

Kidney 

1 

0 

0 

0 



2 

0 

0 

0 



3 

0 ! 

- 

0 



4 

0 

- 

0 


Liver 

1 

- 

~ 




2 

3 


0 

i ! 


Pancreas 

4 

1 

4-1- 

4-4-4- 

1 -| — b 



2 

4- 

-b-b-l- 

1 4- 



3 

4-4- 


0 

1 

1 4 

4- 

-b-b-b 

1 + 


* These e.xperiments were performed as described in Table II with the exception 
that the color of the ethyl acetate extracts was compared grossly and not colori- 
metrically. The sj-mbols have the following designation: — = slight inhibition; 
0 = no effect; + - slight acceleration; -h-f- = strong acceleration; = marked 

acceleration. 


moderate degree and of the laurate and stearate-pahnitate esters almost 
completely. But in contrast to their findings (17), quinine also inhibited 
esterolysis by liver and kidney in var 3 -ing degree except for the hj'drol.vsis 
of the stearate-palniitate ester bt- dog liver and kidnej', which was ac- 
celerated. This is in agreement with the findings of Rona and Haas 
(24) that the inhibitory effect of quinine is more pronounced upon the 
esterolytic action of pancreas (lipase) than of Iddnej' or liver (esterase). 
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Sodium Arsenilate — Rona and Pavlovic (18) noted that atoxyl (2 X 
10~'‘ m) has a much greater inhibiting effect upon tlic tributyrinase activity 
of liver and kidney than upon that of pancreas. The data in Table V 
with 10“^ M concentration of arsenilate support their observations. The 
inhibitory action of atoxyl on the siilitting of short chain carboxylic acid 
esters also holds for the laurate ester, but somewhat less for the stearate- 
palmitate ester. On the other hand, although the estorolysis of naphthyl 
acetate by pancreas is suppressed, that for naphthyl laurate and stearate- 
palmitate is not. In fact, this cleavage is frequently accelerated. Once 

Table IV 


Effect of Quinine Hydrochloride (B X 10~- .v) upon Eslcrohjlic Activities of Kidney, 
Liver, and Pancreatic Extracts with Three Substrates* 


Species 

Tissue 

j Inhibition of hydrolysisf 

0-Naphlhyl ncctntc 

^)-Nnphthyl hiuratc 

P-Naphthyl 

stearatc-palmitatc 



per cent 

per cent 

per cent 

Rat 

Kidney 

27 

53 

53 


Liver 

CO (4) 

05 

41 


Pancreas 

09 

03 

100 (4) 

Dog 

Kidney 

75 

50 

Of 


Liver 

85 

1 44 (4) 

Of 


Pancreas 

35 (7) 

97 

95 (4) 

Man 

Kidney 

78 

90 

81 


Liver 

77 

94 (4) 

85 


Pancreas 

30 (4) 

90 (4) 

89 


* Each number is the average of three experiments except ns indicated by the 
number in parentheses. 

t The esterolysis of each substrate by tissue was taken to bo 100 per cent and 
the results in the presence of quinine are expressed .ns a ratio (per cent) in each 
experiment. 

t Indicates acceleration of activity that was visible grossly. 

again, marked differences are apparent between the hydroljdic properties 
of liver and kidney and that of pancreas. 

Sodium Fluoride — One of the earliest enzyme inhibitors to be studied 
was sodium fluoride. Hamiot (25) found no effect upon the monobuty- 
rinase of serum, whereas Ai’thus (26) observed inhibition. Loevenhart 
and Peirce (27) reported suppression of the activity of hepatic and pan- 
creatic extracts upon ethyl butyrate and olive oil, the effect being 100 to 
1000 times greater upon the butyi’ate ester than on the oil. Rona and 
Haas (24) reported little influence on the pancreatic enzjTne but a marked 
inhibition of the liver and kidney enzyme. Our results (with 3 mg. per 
cc. of sodium fluoride) are in essential agreement (Table VI) except in the 
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Table V 

Effect of Sodium Arsenilate {lOn u) upon Esterolylic Activities of Kidney, Liver, and 
Pancreas Extracts with Three Substrates* 


Species 

Tissue 

Inhibition of hydrolysisf 

^Kaphtbyl acetate 

^-Kaphthyl laurate 

iS-Naphthyl 

stearate-palmitate 



per cent 

per cent 

per cent 

Rat 

Kidney 

99 

98 

78 (5) 


Liver 

99 

100 

85 


Pancreas 

85 

24 

0t(4) 

Dog 

Kidney 

95 

75 

36 (4) 


Liver 

94 (6) 

85 

12 


Pancreas 

47 (5) 

OJ i 

ot 

Man 

Eiidney 

88 

92 

48 


Liver 

96 (5) 

78 (4) 

82 


Pancreas 

27 (7) 

01(4) 

01 


* Each number is the average of three experiments except as noted in parenthe- 
ses. 

t The esterolysis of each substrate by tissue was taken to be 100 per cent and the 
results in the presence of arsenilate are expressed as a ratio (per cent) in each ex- 
periment. 

t Indicates acceleration of activity that was visible grossly. 


Table VI 


Effect of Sodium Fluoride (jterCc.) upon Esterolylic Activities of Kidney, Liver, and 
Pancreatic Extracts with Three Substrates* 


Species 

Tissue 

Inhibition of bydrolysisf 

jp-Kaphthyl acetate 

^“Naphthyl laurate 

/S-Naphthyl 
stearate-pa Imitate 

Rat 

j 

Kidney 

percent 

96 

per cent 

90 

per cent 

73 (4) 


Liver 

93 

! 76 

SO 


Pancreas 

78 

20 i 

37 (6) 

Dog 

Kidney 

92 

95 1 

40 (4) 


Liver 

88 (4) 

! so 

21 (4) 


Pancreas 

5 

i 26 (4) 

25 (4) 

Man 

Kidney 

74 

; 

65 


Liver 

' 81 (4) 

79 (4) 1 

87 


Pancreas 

i 101(7) 

! oi i 

i 


* E.xperiments performed as described in Table II. 

t The esterolj'sis of each substrate by tissue was taken to be 100 per cent and 
the results in the presence of fluoride are e.xpressed as a ratio (per cent) in each 
experiment. 

t Indicates acceleration of acti\-ity that was ^-isible grossly. 
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case of jS-naphth}^! acetate in the rat. With this inhibitor, as with sodium 
taurocholate, quinine, and atoxyl, there is evidence that the pancreas 
contains one esterase which is similar in its activity upon lower fatty acid 
esters to the esterase of liver and kidney and which is inhibited by the same 
agents, while another enzyme, lipase, specific for the pancreas, is more 
active in hych-olyzing the liigher fatty acid esters and is inhibited or ac- 
celerated by these agents independently of their effect on esterase. 

DISCUSSION 

Some investigators (28, 29) still use the tenns esterase and lipase inter- 
changeably. Three methods recommended for determination of serum 
lipase utilize the substrates tributyrin (7), olive oil (30), and sorbitan es- 
ters of long chain fatty acids (31). A histochomical technique intended 
to demonstrate lipase by utilizing a polyglycol ester of stearic acid (32) 
demonstrates an enzyme in the same tissues known to contain esterase bj' 
the fact that such tissues also hydrol 3 ’’ze 7 J-nitrophenyl propionate (33) 
and naphthyl acetate (1). '\\niether the enz^nnes which hydrolyze the 
various carboxylic esters arc identical or different has not been answered 
conclusively until now. We believe that there is sufficient evidence to 
show that the enzymes are not identical and should not be referred to 
interchangeably. 

In the broadest sense, the term esterase refers to anj" enzyme which can 
hydrolyze a carboxylic ester linkage. Three classes are referred to in the 
literature, depending upon the efficiency with which various substrates are 
hydrolyzed, their distribution in tissues, and the effect of inhibitors upon 
their activity. They ai-e cholinesterase, non-specific esterase, and lipase. 
The first obtains its identity because of its capacity to hj-'drolyze esters of 
choline. This specificity is not absolute. One of tliis gi-oup shows mai-kcd 
specificity for acetyl choline. Its distribution in tissues as determined bj' 
both assay (34) and histochemical methods (35) is quite different from 
that of non-specific esterase and lipase. And finally the sensitivity of ace- 
t.yl cholinesterase to minute amounts of eserine (10~® m) further establishes 
its identitj’’ (5, 20). 

Theoretically, esters of short chain fatty acids (C2-C4), such as the p- 
nitrophenyl esters (33) and /3-naphthyl acetate, should be acted upon by 
esterase, while long chain fatty acid esters, such as olive oil and polyglycols 
of stearic acid, should be hydrolyzed by lipase. But the tissue distribu- 
tion of lipase with the use of this latter substrate, according to Gomori’s 
histochemical studies (32), is similar to the assa 3 '' values of Huggins and 
Moulton (33) and the histochemical visualization of non-specific estex’ase 
with naphthyl acetate (1). Although it is possible that two different en- 
zymes have a similar localization in the tissues, there are other conflicting 
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observations. On the one hand, Cherry and Crandall ( 30 ) found that only- 
five tissues were capable of hydro^'-zing olive oil significantly, whereas sev- 
eral workers have reported that a fat such as tribut3Tin is hydrolyzed bj' 
many tissues ( 24 , 36 , 37 ). Tributyrin has been used as a substrate for 
serum lipase ( 7 ) and has given values much greater in magnitude (more like 
those of ethyl butyrate) than those obtained with olive oil as a substrate. 

Studies of the relative decomposition rates of various esters by several 
tissues would be expected to help resolve this problem. Hanriot ( 25 ) 
first pointed out that, as the molecular weight of the fatty acid was in- 
creased, hj’-drolj'^sis by “serum lipase” decreased, while Kastle and Loeven- 
hart ( 19 ) noted that with “pancreatic lipase” the reverse was true. Loe- 
venhart ( 8 ) showed that the comparable activity upon different esters 
by the “lipase” of liver, serum, and kidney was quite different from that 
of the pancreatic enzyme. Two hydrolytic patterns were described by 
Huggins and Moulton ( 33 ), one characteristic of lipase and showing in- 
creasing hydrolytic acti-vity with increase of the acyl chain from 2 to 5 
carbons, the other being attributable to non-specific esterase in which the 
3 -carbon acyl chain was hydrol3fzed more effectively than the other es- 
ters. The work of Balls and Matlack ( 11 , 14 ) went a step further b3’- 
comparing the hydrolysis of but3uate and stearate esters. Horse liver, 
which is rich in eth3dbutyrase and tributyrinase, cannot hydrolyze benzyl 
stearate, while pancreas acts upon all three efiBcientl3’’. The data we have 
presented above, which show striking differences in the hydrolysis of Cj, 
Ci2, and C1S-C18 fatt3’^ acid esters of / 8 -naphthol b3'- liver and Iddney com- 
pared to pancreas in six species, plus the differing effects of inhibitors and 
accelerators, provide additional proof for the existence of two distinct car- 
boxylic esterases. 

At the same time, the data show that there is considerable overlapping 
in the hydrolytic properties of these enzymes for nearl3’^ all carboxylic 
esters. Accordingb'^, the concept, implicit in the term “lipase,” that this 
enzyme specifically hydrolyzes fats should be modified. H3'drol5'sis of 
simple esters of palmitic and stearic acids is readil3'- accomplished by this 
enzyme. Apparentl3’- the glycerol component plays no determinative 
role. On the other hand, the enz3me which is most active upon fats such 
as triacetin, tripropionin, and tributyrin is not hpase, but esterase. The 
most important differentiating factor seems to be the length of the fatty 
acid. Esterase acts most efficient^’- upon esters of short chain fatt3' acids 
and lipase upon those of long chain fatt3’- acids. However, if these enz3mes 
. were mutudl3’^ exclusive in function, Gomori’s histochemical technique 
mth pol3'gl3'col esters of stearic and palmitic acids (Tween) should be more 
specific for lipase than it apparently is. The fact that his substrate is 
decomposed so satisfactoril3' b3' tissues which effect little hydrol3'sis of 
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benzyl stearate, monoslearin, and /3-naphthyl stearate suggests (1) that 
much of the hydi’olysis of Tween is produced by non-specific esterase and 
(2) that the relative solubilities of this substrate in the aqueous and fat 
phases may be of importance in determining susceptibility to enzymatic 
hjfdi’olysis. An ester of a long chain fatty acid made water-soluble be- 
cause of the presence of numerous hydroxyl groups may bring the substrate 
into a physicochemical state more favorable for the activitj’- of non-specific 
esterase. It appears then that simple esters of fatty acids with 8 or more 
carbons provide factors optimal for lipase cleavage (10). 

From our data, it appeared t.hat convenient and specific colorimetric 
methods for measuring the activit}'' of scrum esterase and serum lipase 
could be developed by the use of the three substrates prepared from 
/3-naphthol. Work based on thc.se considerations is in press (38). 

Acknowledgment is due to Miss Marie Mollomo for technical assistance. 

SUMMARY 

The esterolytic powers of kidney, liver, and pancreas of six species were 
studied with tln-ee chromogcnic substrates prepared from /S-naphthol and 
fatty acids (C 2 , C 12 , Cio-Cis). Kidney and liver (esterase) hydrolyzed 
the acetate and laurate. Pancreas (esterase and lipase) hydrolyzed all 
three substrates. At the concentrations used, eserine inhibited esterase 
and lipase, arsenilate and fluoride inhibited esterase, quinine inhibited 
lipase, and taurocholate accelerated lipase and slightly inhibited esterase 
activity. Ehddence is provided for the axistence of two distinct enzjTnes, 
esterase and lipase. Ideal substrates for the former contain short chain 
fatty acids, and for the latter long chain fatty acids. 
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Many cells continue to respire in vitro in the absence of exogenous 
glucose (1). On the other hand, in the presence of added glucose, some 
tissues show high respiratory rates without carbohydrate utilization (2, 3). 
In both cases the question of what materials the tissues utilize has not been 
adequately answered. 

It was hoped that a quantitative study of the in vitro metabohsm of bone 
marrow in a medium containing no glucose might answer the following 
questions. Is the rate of oxygen consumption dependent on the presence 
or absence of glucose? In the absence of aerobic glycolysis, is lactic acid 
involved in the metabolism of bone marrow cells? How much is the respira- 
tory quotient altered when bone marrow cells are denied glucose? 

EXPERUIENTAL 

Methods 

The experimental procedures used in this study have been reported 
previously in detail (4). Bone marrows, obtained from normal rabbits, 
were prepared as cellular suspensions in a Ringer-bicarbonate solution at 
room temperature. No glucose was added to the medium in any of the 
experiments. During sampling, the cell suspension was stirred constantly. 
Manometric data were obtained by means of the Summei-son constant 
volume differential manometer (5). Each manometer vessel contained 
1.0 ml. of marrow suspension to which was added exactly 1.0 ml. of Ringer- 
bicarbonate solution. The composition of the Ringer’s solution was sodium 
chloride 8.65 gm. per liter, potassium chloride 0.23 gm. per liter, and calcium 
chloride 0.24 gm. per liter. Sufficient 0.15 m sodium bicarbonate was added 
to the Ringer’s solution to obtain the desired pH. A gas mixture of 95 
per cent oxygen and 5 per cent carbon dioxide was used for equilibration. 
The pH at the beginning of the ex-perimental period was calculated from the 
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Henderson-Hassclbalch equation with use of values that were obtained by 
direct measurement on each manomctric S 3 ^stcm. In all experiments this 
pH was between 7.4 and 7. 1 . The experimental period was of 2 hours dura- 
tion. Manometer vessels were shaken at a rate of 120 oscillations per 
minute in a constant temperature bath at 37°. 

The total contents of each manometer vessel were transferred quantita- 
tivel}’’ to a 25 ml. volumetric flask and the proteins precipitated by acid 
tungstate. Chemical analyses were performed on the protein-free filtrates 
of both the control and the experimental ^Tssels. When the amount of 
any substance was greater in the control than in the experimental vessel, 
utilization was considered to have occurred. In this report utilisation is 
indicated by a negative sign. Conversely, production of any substance is 
indicated by a positive sign. Lactic acid was determined by the method of 
Barker and Summerson (6). Gl 3 ’’cogen was determined by the method of 
Good, Kramer, and Somog 5 d (7), and fermentable and non-fermentable 
sugars by the method of Van Sljdce and Hawkins (8). Total reducing sub- 
stances were determined as glucose bj’’ the method of Benedict (9) follow- 
ing acid lij’^drotysis for 2 hours in a boiling water bath. In these deter- 
minations the Klett-Summerson photoelectric colorimeter was used. The 
analytical accuracj’’ for each set of chemical detenninations was estimated 
bj’' recovery of glucose and lactic acid from samples containing laioum 
amounts. For determinations of non-protein nitrogen, two methods were 
used. Results from both were in close agreement. The first of these was a 
micro-Kjeldalil method in which ammonia was steam-distilled into boric 
acid and titrated directl}’’ with 0.0143 N sulfuric acid (10). The second was 
the direct nesslerization method of Koch and McMeekin (11). The 
quantity of a-amino acids present in the acid tungstate filtrate was esti- 
mated from the carbon dioxide evolved following the addition of chlora- 
mine-T (12, 13). 

In this report, oxygen consumption is given in c.mm. per mg. of cell 
protein per hour. Total aerobic acid production is in terms of c.mm. of 
carbon dioxide liberated from bicarbonate per mg. of cell protein per hour. 
Analyses of the media are expressed in teims of micrograms of substance 
per mg. of cell protein per hour. The quantity of cell protein was calcu- 
lated from the total cell nitrogen by use of the factor 6.25. The total 
nitrogen was determined in duplicate samples by the micro-Kjeldahl 
method. 


Results 

The manometric rates of the present series are compared with those 
previously reported (4). In both, normal rabbit marrow was studied in 
a Ringer-bicarbonate medium, but in the previous series the medium con- 
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tained approximately 250 mg. per cent of glucose. Oxygen consumption 
of marrow in the presence and in the absence of glucose is compared in Fig. 
1. The upper histogram of Fig. 1 shows the distribution of 76 determina- 
tions obtained in the present study. The lower histogram gives the distribu- 
tion and rates of o.xygen consumption of rabbit bone marrow in thirty- 
nine determinations in which glucose had been added to the medium. Ex- 
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RATE OF OXYGEN CONSUMPTION 


Fig. 1. Comparison of the mean and distribution of rates of oxj-gen consumption 
of rabbit bone marrow in the absence and presence of glucose. 


cept for the presence of glucose the e.xperimental conditions were the same 
in the two groups. The distribution of both series is essentially the same. 
The means average 3.6 and 3.4 c.mm. of ox3’-gen per mg. of cell protein per 
hour. Hence it appears that bone marrow cells respire as actively in a bi- 
carbonate medium containing no glucose as in one to which glucose has been 
added. 

In the lower histogram of Fig. 2 the respiratorj- quotient of rabbit bone 
marrow in a Ringer-bicarbonate medium containing glucose averaged 0.95. 




NUMBER OF DETERMINATIONS 


3C0 


JIETAI30LISM OP PONE MARROW 


Thirty-nine deteiTninat/ions were made. Tliis value lias been interpreted to 
mean that the tissue utilizes carljohjRlraie preferentially. When glucose 
was not added to the medium, l-he average respiratoiy quotient fell to 
0.84. This is illustrated in the upper liistogram of Fig. 2. The fall in 
respiratoiy quotient when marrow is deprived of glucose indicates clearly 
that marrow, like an intact individual, is able to turn to food substances 
other than carbohydrates. 
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RESPIRATORY QUOTIENT 

Fig. 2. Comparison of the mean and distribution of the respiratory quotients of 
rabbit marrow in the absence and presence of added glucose. 

Analyses for glycogen and for fermentable and non-fermentable sugare 
showed that under the conditions of our e.\periments these substances 
existed in very small amounts. Therefore it was decided to limit the studj" 
of carbohydrate balance to that of total reducing substances and lactic 
acid. In thirty-nine experiments in which there was no glucose added to 
the medium, there was an average utilization of 0.9 y of total reducing 
substances per mg. of cell protein per hour. The recoveiy error averaged 2 
per cent. The distribution and average of these analyses are presented in 
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Fig. 3 where each column represents the total number of determinations 
within a 1 7 range. 

Manometric determinations for total aerobic acid production gave evi- 
dence that acid was being formed in small but consistent amounts despite 
the absence of glucose in the medium. In 76 experiments, this averaged 
-{-0.4 c.mm. of carbon dioxide liberated from bicarbonate per mg. of cell 
protein per hour. This low aerobic acid production directs attention to 
the results of analyses for lactate. 
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Fig. 3. The distribution and mean of the change in quantity of total reducing 
substances during a 2 hour e.vperimental period. On the abscissa, a negative sign 
indicates utilization by marrow; a positive sign, production. 


The distribution of values for lactic acid is given in Fig. 4. The average 
recovery error was 4 per cent. In 67 analyses there was an average utili- 
zation of 0.9 7 per mg. of cell protein per hour. This quantit 3 ’' was esti- 
mated to represent between 15 and 30 per cent of the lactic acid present in 
the tissue at the beginning of the e.xperimental period. Examination of 
the individual determinations shows that there was utilization of more than 
0.5 7 of lactic acid per mg. of cell protein per hour in fort 3 '-one cases, and 
apparent production of more than 0.5 y in eleven. The remaining fifteen 
determinations fell in the range of —0.5 to + 0.5 7 - 
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In an attempt to dcmonstraic protein metabolism, analyses were made 
for non-protein nitrogen, total amino acids, and nrea. In twenty-nine 
experiments we were not able to find any consistent indication of produc- 
tion or utilization of non-protein nitrogen. There was apparent production 
in eleven experiments, apparent utilization in cle\'en, and in seven there 
was no measurable difference in flic quantities of non-protein nitrogen in 
experimental and control vessels. Eighteen analyses for amino acids 
indicated that there was no change in the quantity of these substances in 
the tissues during the expcrimcnlal period. A few urea determinations on 
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MICROGMS./MG. CELL PROTEIN/HR. 

Fig. 4. The distribution nnd mean of the change in quantitj’ of lactic acid during 
a 2 hour e.xperimental period. On tlie abscissa, a negative sign indicates utilization 
b}”- marrow; a positive sign, production. 

the acid-tungstate filtrates showed that this substance was present onlj’’ 
in trace amounts. We have interpreted the results of all these anab'^ses to 
mean that significant protein breakdown does not occur in bone marrow 
under the conditions of our experiments. 

DISCUSSION 

The rate of oxygen consumption of excised tissue is the usual criterion 
for determining the level of its metabolic activity. It is clear from our 
results that the deprivation of glucose does not affect this metabolic 
capacity of bone marrow. The question is raised as to whether the endog- 
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enous carbohydrates in marrow are sufficient to maintain the rate of 
oxygen consumption reported here. The utilization of total reducing sub- 
stances during the 2 hour experimental period was from 15 to 30 per cent 
of the total quantity present in the tissue. At this utilization rate, 7 to 
14 hours would be required to exhaust completety the endogenous supply of 
carbohydrates. In four manometric experiments perfoimed under sterile 
conditions and in which the medium contained no glucose, we has’^e obseiv-ed 
that oxygen continues to be consumed at a sustained, linear rate for at least 
30 hours. Dickens and Greville (1) have shown that embrj’onic tissue 
and Jensen rat sarcoma show little or no fall in respiration when these 
tissues are deprived of glucose. This is in contrast to brain cortex, retina, 
testis, liver, kidney, and spleen, which all show a variable reduction of 
oxygen consumption in the absence of glucose. Furthermore, Summerson, 
Gilder, and Lee (14) have shovm that exogenous glucose does not’ partici- 
pate in the oxidative metabolism of mouse lymphosarcoma. It appears, 
then, that rabbit bone marrow, like many embryonic tissues, is not de- 
pendent on a single foodstuff for the maintenance of its metabolic activity. 

The utilization of lactic acid under the ex-perimental conditions em- 
ployed does not make marrow unique. It has been shown that heart 
muscle (15) consumes lactate even in the presence of abundant glucose. 
Indeed such may be the case ■with marrow, for in the presence of exogenous 
glucose, the lactate utilization may be obscured by active aerobic glycotysis. 
The total aerobic acid production observed manometrically must be ex- 
plained by the formation of acids other than lactic acid. Goldinger, 
Lipton, and Barron (16) have reported the formation of citric acid by rabbit 
bone marrow. 

In the absence of exogenous glucose the respiratory quotient of 0.84 could 
indicate the oxidation of protein or the oxidation of a combination of 
carbohydrates, protein, and fats. Our analyses for amino acids, non- 
protein nitrogen^ and urea give no e\ddence for significant protein break- 
down by bone marrow. Combined carboh3’'drate and lactic acid utiliza- 
tion can account for approximate^ 38 per cent of the oxj'gen consumption 
during a 2 hour experimental period. We believe that the remaining 62 
per cent of the oxygen consumption is concerned ’n'ith the metabolism of 
fatty substances and suggest that, under our experimental conditions, 
marrow utilizes carboh3^drates and fats in the ratio of 38:62. According 
to the Zuntz-Schumburg-Lusk table (17) a non-protein respirator' quotient 
of 0.84 indicates the oxidation of carboh3'drates and fats in the ratio of 45:55. 
The similarity of this ratio to our suggested ratio of 38:02 gives strong 
support to the idea that fatty substances ma3' be utilized b3' the marrow. 
Additional support for the utilization of fat b5' marrow is to be found in the 
recent work of Barron (18). 

Direct evidence of fat utilization fay marrow is now being sought. We 
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have observed that the oxygen consumption appears to bo associated with 
the fatty portion of bone marrow. When tlie marrow was suspended in 
Ringer’s solution and centrifuged, three la 3 ’-ers were formed. The top 
laj'-er consisted of fatty material including many marrow cells. The 
bottom layer consisted principally of packed marrow' cells. Manometrio 
observations on the tw'o lajmrs showed that the cellular constituents of the 
fatty material maintained their normal oxj'gcn consumption, whereas there 
w^as virtually no ox 3 'gen consumption b 3 '’ the packed cells. 

Warren has reported (19) that the metabolic characteristics of marrow 
vary according to its cellular composition. Predominantly erythroid mar- 
row w’^as characterized as having essentially no aerobic glycol 3 'sis, whereas 
predominately myeloid marrow was shown to possess marked aerobic 
glycol 3 ’tic activit 3 ^ The question arose as t o whether marrows with unusual 
erythroid-m 3 '^eloid ratios W'ould exhibit the same metabolic pattern in the 
absence of glucose as that reported above for nomial marrow. To answer 
this question, sixteen experiments were performed but are not reported 
here in detail. The cellular composition of the marrows varied from 90 
per cent er 3 d}hroid to 70 per cent m 3 ’^eloid. Within the range of ccllularit 3 " 
studied, the presence or absence of glucose did not affect the rate of oxygen 
consumption of any individual marrow. Warren’s observations concern- 
ing the aerobic glycolytic capabilities of red and of white marrow have been 
confirmed. Tw'o additional obsenmtions were made. There was a lowered 
respiratoiy quotient in the absence of glucose regardless of cellular compo- 
sition, and there w'as utilization of lactic acid when the medium contained 
no glucose. From these experiments, it is concluded that the effect of 
the absence of exogenous glucose is the same regardless of the cellular 
composition of the individual marrow^ 

SUMMABY 

1. The in vitro metabolism of rabbit bone marrow in Ringer-bicarbonate 
media containing no exogenous glucose has been compared with the metab- 
olism of marrow in media to which glucose has been added, 

2. The average rate of ox 3 ’-gen consumption by bone marrow was approxi- 
mately 3.5 c.mm, per mg. of cell protein per hour. This rate was not 
influenced by the presence or absence of glucose. 

3. In the absence of glucose, the average respiratoiy quotient of marrow 
fell from 0.95 to 0.84. Utilization of carboly’^drates, measured as total 
reducing substances, was sufficient to account for only 19 per cent of the 
total oxygen consumption. An additional 19 per cent might be accounted 
for by lactic acid which was utilized in the absence of exogenous glucose. 
No evidence was obtained which would indicate significant protein break- 
down. 
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4. The results obtained in these experiments are interpreted to mean that 
bone marrow utilizes fatty substances in the absence of exogenous glucose. 
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A series of papers has recently appeared (1-13) which does not support 
the assertion (14) that injected cytochrome c may be beneficial in various 
conditions of hypoxia. The enzymatic concept of the therapeutic use of 
cytochrome c postulates that injected cytochrome enters the cells in order 
to display its action. Whether such penetration is actually possible, how- 
ever, has not as yet been proved. Analyses reported by Proger, Dekaneas, 
and Schmidt (15) to demonstrate enhancement of cytochrome c concen- 
tration in organs after injection do not constitute such proof for several 
reasons: (o) Their values for the concentration of cytochrome in normal 
rat tissues are extremely low, and the values for injected animals are, in 
several instances, lower than the average values for normal animals found 
by other workers (16-20) (b) insufficient account seems to be taken of 

the high individual variation of the natural cytochrome level in the case 
of the injected animals; and (c) the presence of injected material in extra- 
cellular fluid is not excluded at the time the samples are taken. Drabkin 
(6) employed a technique of partial hepatectomy for internal control, and 
allowed sufficient time between injection and sampling to exclude inter- 
ference from extracellular material. In these e.xperiments, no evidence 
could be found of incorporation of injected cytochrome c into liver cells. 
Similar results on Iddney were obtained in our laboratory, with unilateral 
nephrectomy for internal control. Although these analytical techniques 
clearly demonstrate that there is no long lasting enhancement of the cyto- 
chrome level in organs after injection of the pigment, they fail to inform us 
of what may happen during the first few hours after injection, when the 
cytochrome content of the extracellular fluid is considerable. 

If it is supposed that cytochrome c injected during hypoxia would enter 

* A preliminary report of this paper has appeared (Federation Proc., 8, 183 (1949))' 
The radioiron used in this investigation was supplied by the Carbide and Carbon 
Chemicals Corporation, Oak Ridge, Tennessee, on allocation from the Isotopes Di- 
vision, Atomic Energy Commission. 

' Beinert, H., unpublished material. 
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tissue cells and participate in intracellular respiration, then it should reach 
a state in these cells equivalent to their intrinsic cytochrome c and should 
become thorouglily mixed with this. When hypoxia and, therewith, the 
supposed “need” were terminated, the cell might eliminate any suiplus 
cytochrome c, regardless of its origin. Knowledge could be obtained of 
such mobilization if either the injected or the intrinsic cytochrome was 
labeled with isotope and the dilution of isotope was determined. 

This paper deals with the injection of commercial cytochrome c into 
rats which had received radioiron. Analyses of some organs of these 
animals for cytochrome c and the radioactivity of this cytochrome are 
given. Unilateral nephrectomy is proposed as a means of obtaining inter- 
nal controls for cytochrome deteiminations in Icidneys, and data gained 
by this technique are reported. All values for C3’tochrome c throughout 
this paper refer to a molecular Aveight of 13,000 (16, 18, 21). 

EXPERIMENTAL 

Supplementation of Rats with Radioactive Iron — Animals for tliis studj’’ 
were available from previous work, briefly described elsewhere (22),^ 
Weanling rats Avere made anemic by being fed an iron-deficient diet, to- 
gether Avith repeated bleeding. These rats A\'ere then injected subcutane- 
ously and intraperitoneall}'’ Avith radioiron for about 12 AA^eeks. The seven 
male rats used in the present study belonged to tAVo different litters. Data 
for Aveight and hemoglobin level at different stages of the experiment are 
included in Table I. An approximate total dose of radioiron correspond- 
ing to 55 X 10^ counts per minute AA'as injected into each animal. About 
45 X 10® c.p.m., or 82 per cent, Avere recoAmred in hemoglobin and 0.3 X 
10® c.p.m., or 0.55 per cent, in cytochrome c. 

Unilateral Nephrectomy, Cytochrome Injection, and Exposure to Hypoxia 
— The right kidneys of tAVO litter mate pairs® AVere removed under ether 
anesthesia, freed from blood clots and fat, well Avashed, blotted, Aveighed, 
and frozen. The animals Avere alloAved 16 hours to recover from the 
operation. One animal of each pair Avas injected, through the tail vein, 
Avith C 3 d;ochrome (Viobin) in saline. The control animal Avas injected AA'ith 
the corresponding quantity of saline alone (c/. Table I). Immediately 
thereafter, both members of each pair Avere placed in a Ioav pressure cham- 
ber and the pressure Avas decreased to an equivalent of 20,000 feet in the 
course of 30 minutes. 24 hours after injection of cytochrome the rats Avere 
decapitated and the remaining Iddneys, the hearts, and samples of skeletal 
muscle Avere removed and treated in the same manner as the right kidneys. 

* A more detailed description of this work will be published soon. 

’ The pair of Eats Oo and O9 was not subjected to unilateral nephrectom3’’, but to 
partial hepatectomy. Otherwise, the treatment was the same. 
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Table I 

Concentration and Specific Activity of Cytochrome c in Kidney, Heart, and Muscle 
Male rats, which had previously been injected with radioiron, received injections 
of cytochrome c, and were exposed to hj^roxia after removal of the right kidney; the 
left kidney was removed 40 hours after the right kidney. Rats Oo and Og were not 
subjected to unilateral nephrectomy, but to partial hepatectom 3 ^ Otherwise, their 
treatment was the same. 
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Analysis of Tissues for Cytochrome c and Radioactivity of Isolated Cyto- 
chro7ne— Tissues of Rats Oc, O7, Oo, and Oo were analyzed by the method 
of Rosenthal and Drabkin (16) and Rats Mi and Mi by the procedure 
proposed by Carruthers (20)'’ for spectrophotometric c3’-tochrome analysis. 
The final cytochrome solution obtained from Rats Oo and O7 was dialyzed 
24 hours against 0.5 per cent NaCl solution. 1.5 ml. of an inactive FeCls 
solution, containing 1 mg. of iron per ml. and 0.5 ml. of concentrated sul- 
furic acid, were then added to each cytochrome sample. Final digestion, 
precipitation of iron, and electroplating were carried out in a manner simi- 
lar to the procedures described by Peacock ct al. (23), with the exception 
that- ammonium citrate was used as the plating medium. Counts were 
taken by means of an argon-filled Geiger tube with a 1 mm. beryllium 
window. 

Detei'mination of Iron in Isolated Cytochrome — A pooled sample of six 
kidneys of Rats Oo, Oo, and Mo was analj'zed for cytochrome, iron, and for 
the radioactivity of a fraction of the isolated cytochrome as well as of the 
liberated iron. The cytochrome isolated by the procedure of Rosenthal 
and Drabldn (16) was dialyzed against 0.5 per cent NaCl solution for 24 
hours. A slight precipitate (Sample A) was centrifuged. Samples were 
drawn for spectrophotometric analysis (Sample B) of c3dochrome and for 
iron deteimination. The precipitate (Sample A) was dissolved in 1 n 
sodium hydroxide, diluted, and its cytoclu'ome content and radioactivity 
deteimined. The method of Drabkin (24) was adapted to the determina- 
tion of iron in cytochrome samples of low purity by including a trichloro- 
acetic acid precipitation of proteins. For example, the mixture of 03^0- 
chrome solution,® 4.0 ml., 0.169 N potassium hydroxide, 1.0 ml., and 30 per 
cent superoxol, 0.25 ml., was digested overnight, and then heated 10 
minutes to 90°. 1 n hydi'ochloric acid, 0.5 ml., was added and heated 10 
minutes to 90°; 100 per cent trichloroacetic acid, 0.3 ml., was added, centri- 
fuged, the volume read, decanted into a 10 ml. graduated C3dinder, and 
the volume again read. 0.5 ml. of 2 n sodiiun hydi'oxide and 0.2 ml. of 
50 per cent ammonium acetate were added to give a pPI of 4.0 to 4.2, and 
0.2 ml. of 1 per cent ascorbic acid and 1.0 ml. of 0.1 per cent o-phenanthro- 
line were added, the color developed for 1.5 hours, and read at 512 mu in 
the Beclonan spectrophotometer. The final solution (Sample C), as well 
as the tricliloroacetic acid precipitate (Sample D), was quantitativel3’- col- 
lected, digested, and plated as described above. From the c3diOchrome 
deteimination in Samples A and B, the iron deteimination in Sample C, 
and radioactivity measurements in Samples A, B, C, and D, the content 

The proper type of aluminum oxide was kindly supplied by Dr. C. Carrutliei-s. 

® The NaCl content of blank and iron standard samples in each run was adjusted 
after the cytochrome solution used. 



H. BEINJDRT AND K. R. REISSMANN 


371 


of cj'tochrome and non-c 3 dochrome iron of the Precipitates A and D was 
calculated. 

The procedure described for the determination of iron in samples of im- 
pure cytochrome was checked independently bj’’ recover}’^ e.xperiments. In 
the method of Keilin and Hartree (25) for the isolation of cytochrome c, 
admixed proteins are precipitated in two steps with ammonium sulfate. 
Protein obtained from such precipitates during the isolation of C 3 i:ochrome 
from rat muscle was dialyzed against distilled water and lyophilized. A 
31 per cent pme cidochrome preparation was then assa 5 'ed for iron with 
so much of this protein added as to make a 9 per cent c 3 i:ochrome and 
■with added standard iron solution. Controls with no additions were also 
analyzed. Good recover 3 ’’ was found in all cases, as can be seen in Table 
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Results 

Comparative determinations of c 3 ’tochrome c in right and left kidneys 
of rats are given in Tables I and III. The rats in Table III had both kid- 
neys removed simultaneous^'’ and those in Table I with a 40 hour inteiwal, 
the right kidney being excised first. The difference of the c 3 dochrome 
concentration in the left and right kidne 3 ' does not exceed ±5 per cent 
(except in one case), ■which is considered to be the error of the anab’tical 
procedure (16). Raska (26) has found considerable increase of the c 3 ’to- 
chrome concentration in the remaining h 3 ’pertrophic kidne 3 ' of unilater- 
ally nephrectomized dogs, but the shortest intenml between the removal 
of the kidneys in his experiments was 6 days. It is possible that the rela- 
tively high difference of 11.2 per cent in one instance (Table I) reflects a 
similar tendency. The additional stress of exposure to h 3 'po.xia and conse- 
quent low food intake, •n'hich the unilaterall 3 ' nephrectomized animals 
imderwent in om: experiments, might well have suppressed rapid h 3 'per- 
trophy ■within the first 40 hours. It is e’vident from the given data that 
unilateral nephrectomy and analysis of the removed kidne 3 ' afford a useful 
means of determining changes in the cytochrome concentration of the 
remaining kidney w'hich occur during the treatment given to the animal 






372 


CTi’TOCHBOME C IN TISSUE. I 




H. BEINERT AND K. R. REISSiLANTs’ 


373 


after removal of the control kidney, provided this interval is kept short. 
Using this technique, ve found (Table IV) that 30 minutes after injection 
of 4 mg. of cytochrome to a 180 gm. rat 8.9 per cent of the injected dose 
■was in the remaining left kidney, the cytochrome content of this kidney 
being increased by 305 per cent. In a similar e.xperiment on a 210 gm. 
rat we found after 2.5 hours 3.6 per cent of the injected dose in the left 
kidney, corresponding to an increase of 75 per cent of its original cyto- 
chrome content. The values for the cytochrome concentration in the 
hearts of these animals were entirely within the normal range for rat heart. 
This is in agreement -with the findings of Drabkin (6) that the kidney is 
the only organ analyzed so far where accumulation of c 3 dochrome c after 
injection can be shown with certainty by normal means of analysis. The 

TabiiE I'V 


Concentration of Cytochrome c in Whole Kidneys and Hearts of Rats 
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tremendous increase of the cytochrome content of 305 per cent after 30 
minutes, as compared to about 100 per cent reported by Drabkin, is ex- 
plained by the fact that he used intraperitoneal injection into rats having 
both kidneys intact, whereas we injected intravenously into unilaterally 
nephrectomized rats. The difference between these two procedures is 
even more striking, since we injected only 4 mg. in contrast to 15 mg. in- 
jected by Drabkin. Drabkin found 14 per cent of the injected dose in the 
urine of his rats. We observed, as a rule, a distinctly reddish urine shortly 
after injection and found, by direct spectrophotometry, 24, 27, and 32 per 
cent respectively of the injected dose (5 mg.) in the first urine of three rats. 
A complete absorption curve was taken, which left no doubt as to the 
identity of the absorbing pigment with cytochrome. It is difiicult to 
understand the failure of Proger and coworkers (15) to detect any cyto- 
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chrome in the urine of their animals, wliich were injected with similar or 
even larger doses. 

Table I shows values for the concentration and radioactivity of cyto- 
chrome c in rats which have been raised under supplementation vith radio- 
iron, nephrectomized unilaterally,^ injected with commercial cytochrome, 
and kept at simulated altitude, as described. The litter mate pairs of 
Rats Og and O7, IN'R and M4, and Oo and O9 were treated together. The 
cytochrome c concentration in the remaining kidneys after injection is 
found to be at the base-line level as given by the previousl}'’ removed con- 
trol kidne3^ This indicates that the 24 hour interval between the injection 
and death of the animals was sufficient t,o clear cytochrome from the e.xtra- 
cellular fluid. In the case of Rat M4 there is some doubt in this regard as 
to the reason for the 11 per cent higher c3dochrome found in the remaining 
kidney. This could be explained as either (a) injected cytochrome c left 
in extracellular spaces, (b) the immigration of injected cytochrome, (c) an 
actual increase of intracellular c3'iochrome in close relation to h3’’pertrophy 
(26, 27), or (d) a great difference in the cytochrome content of left and 
right kidneys in this rat. In the first two instances, we would certainl3’’ 
expect to find 11 per cent lower specific activity of the c3dochrome in the 
left kidney; in (c) ^^'e would expect to find a lower specific activit3’’ if the 
injected pigment is utilized and incorporated during the process of Ityper- 
trophy; and in (d) we would expect the same specific activity in the left 
lddne3'’ as in the right control Iddne3'. As a matter of fact, the specific 
activity is found to be practicall3'’ identical in both lddne3’^s, which would 
mean that either the 11 per cent difference in c3'toclirome content existed 
before or, as we are more inclined to believe, some hypertropliic enliance- 
ment of the cytochrome concentration took place, wliich, however, made 
no use of the injected material. Thus, the finding of an unchanged specific 
activity despite a somewhat increased cytochrome level after injection is 
the more convincing because no injected cytochrome has been incorporated. 
It must be emphasized that our method of unilateral nephrectom3’’ does 
not reveal any hypertrophic process taldng place in the remaining kidne3^ 
It shows us only that, if the organ is enlarged h3'’pertrophicall3'’, this process 
usually does not change the ratio of C3’1;ochrome content to tissue wet 
weight; nor does it change the specific activity of the cytoclmome. Since 
the animals had not been given radioactive iron for several weeks preced- 
ing this experiment, any newly formed cytochrome in the hypertrophic 
Iddney would be expected to be of lower specific activity than the pigment 
present before. The over-all accurac3'^ of the procedure, by which the 
values for the specific activity are obtained, is considered to be ±3 per 
cent. The difference of the specific activity of the heart cytochrome of 
Rats Ml and M4 borders on what may be considered significant; but it 
should be borne in mind that two different animals are compared in the 
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reported heart and muscle analyses, and less emphasis is placed on these 
results than on those obtained on the kidne3's of one animal. On the other 
hand, one has difficulty in believing that a 6.5 per cent enhancement of 
the cytochrome concentration in heart could be of any benefit, inasmuch 
as the individual variation of the cytochrome content of rat hearts is con- 
siderabl}" higher. One would hardly consider Rats Mi, IMi, Oo, and O9 to 
be C3d;ochrome-deficient compared mth Rats Oe and O7, which have a 15 
and 35 per cent higher C3dochrome concentration in their hearts. 

The close agreement of all values for the specific acti\dty of cjdiochrome 
of corresponding organs indicates that the procedures used are reproducible. 
This is even more conclusively borne out by the fact that, for the pairs of 
Rats Os and 0? and Mi and M4, two different procedures for the isolation 
of cytochrome were used, Rosenthal and Drabldn’s method (16) involving 
ammonium sulfate precipitation of contaminating proteins and Carruthers’ 
method (20) applying adsorption of cytochrome on aluminum oxide and 
decantation of contaminants. 

Further proof of the validity of the applied procedure is furnished by 
the determination of iron in a kidnej'- sample obtained bj’- the analytical 
method of Rosenthal and Drabkin. For 1 mg. of pure cytochrome in the 
preparation, as indicated by spectrophotometric analysis, 4.3 ± 0.1 y of 
iron were found. This is true for the dialyzed preparation as described 
above under “Experimental.” Q'tochrome detenninations and radio- 
activity measurements of the precipitate formed during dialj^sis and of the 
trichloroacetic acid precipitate obtained during iron analysis showed that 
the former contained 0.25 7 of iron per mg. of pure cytochrome in the 
original total sample, which could not be accounted for by the C3dochrome, 
and the latter contained practically no unaccountable iron. Since in the 
experiments of Table I the total proteins of the final trichloroacetic acid 
precipitation in the analytical method for determination of c3d;ochrome 
were ashed and counted, whether diatyzed or not, we must add this 0.25 7 
to the 4.3 7 per mg. of cytochrome for these samples, so that they would 
contain 4.55 ± 0.1 7 of iron per mg. of cytochi’ome c. This gives about 6 
per cent as unaccoxmted for by C3'tochrome. However, precipitates formed 
during dialysis of cytochrome consist, to a considerable e.xtent, of denatured 
cyiiochrome, so that 6 per cent may be considered rather as the upper limit 
for non-cytochrome iron in this fraction. It seems justifiable, therefore, 
to sa3’' that nearly 95 per cent of the measured radioactivity’- in the cyto- 
chrome samples stemmed from cytoclu-ome iron. 

DISCUSSION 

It was found that about 30 per cent of the injected material is excreted 
in the first urine after injection and that 8.9 and 3.6 per cent respectively' 
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of the injected dose are present in the left intact Iddncy 0.5 and 2.5 hours 
after unilateral nephrectomj'- and injection of 4 mg. of cytochrome. Thus, 
from 6 mg., which were used as the smallest dose in tlie crucial experiments, 
about 2 mg. would be excreted rapidb’^ and about 500 and 200 y respec- 
tively would be in the left Iddney 0.5 and 2.5 houm after injection. In a 
kidney of 1 gm., wet weight, and 450 y of cytochrome, this would mean a 
dilution of over 100 and of 45 per cent respectively at these times of the 
radioactivity of the intrinsic cjdochrome. If only one-tenth of the 500 y 
present in the Iddney after 30 minutes had entered the cells, we should find 
an 11 per cent dilution of the radioactivity, wliich would still be well above 
the limit of error of the analytical methods used. A 5 per cent dilution 
could not be established with certainty, but it is thought that an incorpora- 
tion of 5 per cent more cytochrome would be of little value for the organism 
for reasons given above under “Results.” 

The present negative results were obtained, despite exposure of the in- 
jected animals to hypoxia, immediatety after injection, when a need for 
more respiratory catalysts should have arisen if respirator}'- catalysts are 
indeed the limiting factors under such conditions. The simulated altitude 
of 20,000 feet appUed in our experiments is certainly easily tolerated b}-^ 
the rats. We did not dare, ho-wever, to expose our animals to a liigher 
altitude so soon after the operation, and it was evident by observation that 
the chosen altitude was sufficient to place a stress upon these animals. It 
was obseiwed, furtheimore, that the animals receiving no cytochrome were 
in better shape than their cytochrome-injected litter mates. This is in 
agreement ■\\'lth results obtained by Christensen and Clinton (4) and by 
Mangun (9). 

Considering the therapeutic value of cytochrome c on the basis of the 
present results, it should be remembered that our approach does not pre- 
clude the possibility that injected cytochrome may have some action, 
perhaps a rather unspecific one, entirely apart from its well established 
classical function as an electron carrier in cellular oxidation-reduction sys- 
tems. There seems to be at least some evidence wliich might point in that 
direction (6, 28). Baumberger, Leong, and Bardwell (29) have discussed 
the peculiar action of hemoglobin on the respiration of yeast cells, wliich 
seems different from its classical function as an oxygen carrier. Our experi- 
ments deal only with the original concept of a utilization of injected C3'to- 
chrome as a catalyst in cellular respiration. 

The difference in the specific activity of hearts and Iddnej’-s is remarkable. 
Iron analysis in Iddne}’- samples shows that this difference cannot be due 
to iron-containing impurities. It rather seems to originate from differ- 
ences in iron utilization. 
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SUiniARY 

1. The difference between the c 3 rtochrome concentration of the right 
and the left kidney of a rat does not generally exceed 5 per cent, whether 
the kidneys are removed simultaneously or with a 40 hour interval. Uni- 
lateral nephrectomy is, therefore, a useful means for establishing an in- 
ternal control for changes in the cytochrome concentration of the remaining 
kidney. 

2. By this technique a 305 per cent increase in the cytochrome level was 
found 0.5 hour after injection of 4 mg. of cytochrome and a 75 per cent 
increase after 2.5 hours in kidney. Up to 30 per cent of the injected cyto- 
chrome was found in the first urine after injection. 

3. Rats which had received radioiron while on an iron-deficient diet were 
nephrectomized unilaterally, injected with commercial cytochrome c, and 
exposed to a simulated altitude of 20,000 feet for 3 and 24 hours respec- • 
tively. No significant elevation of the cytochrome concentration in kid- 
neys, hearts, and muscles was found 24 hours after injection and no 
significant dilution of the specific activity of the isolated cytochrome. 

4. A modification of Drabkin’s method for determination of iron in cjdio- 
chrome is proposed, which is applicable to cytochrome samples containing 
considerable protein impurities. The validity of the procedure is checked 
by the recovery of added iron and the distribution of radioactivity. 

5. The present experiments do not give any evidence of incorporation 
and utilization of injected cytochrome c in tissue cells. The conclusions 
to be drawn from these results on the therapeutic use of cytochrome injec- 
tions are discussed and the limitations of such conclusions pointed out. 

The authors are indebted to Dr. Herman I. Chinn of this institute for 
kindly revising the manuscript. 
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In preceding papers several color reactions of various sugars (desoxy- 
pentoses (1), glucuronic acid (2), galactru'onic acid (3), methylpentoses 
(4)) -with SH compounds in sulfuric acid were described. All of these reac- 
tions, specific for certain classes of sugars, consist of at least two consecu- 
tive reactions, namely an initial breakdown of the sugar under the in- 
fluence of strong acid to a highly reactive product, which combines with 
the SH compound to form a colored product. The present report deals 
rvith a new special form of the cysteine reaction of sugars. In this reaction 
every class of sugars (desoxypentoses, pentoses, methylpentoses, hexoses, 
hexuronic acids) yields reaction products of sufficient, though unequal, 
stability and wth a characteristic absorption curve. This makes it pos- 
sible to detect by spectrophotometric measurements every class of sugars 
present in single samples of a given solution and determine them quantita- 
tively in most cases. In this report only the determination of smpR 
amoimts of pentoses in free or combined form in the presence of other 
sugars is discussed in detail. It appears probable that the reaction prod- 
ucts of sugar's in modifications of the cysteine reaction previously described 
either are identical with those of the same sugars in our new reaction or are 
derived from them by secondary reactions. The new reaction of sugars can 
therefore be regarded as the basic form of the cysteine reaction of sugars and 
will be designated by BCyR. 


EXPERIMJasTAL 

Two Steps of BCyR 

Procedure — To 1 cc. of a solution containing 10 to 50 y of sugar in a 
test-tube are added, wth cooling in tap water, 4 cc. of concentrated sul- 
furic acid. The mixtme is shaken \dgorouslj’^ and repeatedly, and replaced 
in a cold water bath. When the reaction mixture is cooled to room tem- 

* This work was supported by a grant of the Donner Foundation, Inc., Cancer 
Research Division. It was carried out with the technical help of Miss Dorothy 
Kantrowitz, whose work was supported bj' a research grant to Dr. H. Waelsch from 
the Supreme Council, 33° Northern Masonic Jurisdiction, United States of America. 
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perature, the decomposition of the sugar ceases, and the reaction product 
remains unchanged for hours. The reaction mixture is colorless but shows 
in the ultraviolet a strong absorption which rises abruptly from 350 m/i 
to a maximum between 320 and 330 m^ or below.' The maximum differs 
with different classes of sugars (Fig. 1). 

Reaction of Breakdoion Products of Sitgars with C7/stcfnc— When 0.1 cc. 
of 3 per cent cysteine hydrochloride is added to the cooled reaction mix- 
ture, the breakdown products of sugars combine with it to yield compounds 
with an absorption spectrum different from that of the initial breakdown 



Fig. 1. Absorption curves of primary breakdown products of BCyR of various 
sugars in H 2 SO 1 before addition of cysteine. Curve I, ribose, 5 mg. per cent; Curve 
II, fucose, 5 mg. per cent; Curve III, furfural, 1 mg. per cent; Curve IV, glucose, 5 
mg. per cent; Curve V, desoxyribonucleic acid, 25 mg. per cent. 

product and different for every class of sugar’s. The reaction sets in im- 
mediately, but its velocity is different for various sugars. In the case of 
pentoses, hexoses, and he.xuronic acids the reaction with C 3 '^steine is prac- 
tically completed after 10 minutes at room temperature. With methyl- 
pentoses many hours are required and with desoxyribose the reaction is 
completed only after several days. The products of the reaction rvith cys- 
teine have all their absorption maxima between 375 and 410 mp. The 
progress of this reaction is accompanied by a rapid decrease of the absorp- 
tion around 320 and 330 mp, characteristic for the primary breakdown 
products of sugars and can thus easily be measured quantitatively. 

* The ultraviolet absorption spectra of breakdown products of sugars in concen- 
trated H2SO4 were first observed and studied by Bandow (5) and under different con- 
ditions later by Holzman, MacAllister, and Niemann (6). 
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Absorption Spectra of Reaction, Products of BCyR of Sugars — Fig. 2 
contains the absorption spectra of the reaction for five types of sugars 10 



/77//220 330 340 350 360 370 380 390^00 410 420 430 440 


Fig. 2. Absorption curves of reaction products of BCyR of various sugars 10 to 
30 minutes after addition of cysteine. Curve I, ribose, 5 mg. per cent; Curve II, 
fucose, 6 mg. per cent; Curve III, furfural, 1 mg. per cent; Curve IV, glucose, 5 mg. 
per cent; Curve V, desoxyribonucleic acid, 25 mg. per cent. 



Fig. 3. Absorption curves of reaction products of BCyR of various sugars 24 hours 
after addition of cysteine. Curve I, ribose, 5 mg. per cent; Curve II, fucose, 5 mg. 
per cent; Curve III, furfural, I mg. per cent; Curve IV, glucose, 5 mg. per cent; Curve 
V, desoxyribonucleic acid, 25 mg. per cent; Cun'e VI, xjdose, 5 mg. per cent. 

to 30 minutes after addition of cysteine, and Fig. 3, 24 hours later. The 
absorption curves from hexiuronic acids and pentoses are nearly identical 
and the peak of their curves lies at 390 mp. The curtms from desoxyribose, 
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mcthylpentoses, and hexoscs are completely different, with peaks at 375, 
400, and 408 m/i respectively. Sugars belonging to the same classes show 
maxima at the same wave-lengtlis. The shape of the absorption curves is 
characteristic for eveiy class of sugars and essentially identical for all 
members investigated of the same class, but the absolute intensity of ab- 
sorption is different for every sugar. 

Sensitivity of Products of BCyR against Water — Tlie reaction between the 
primary breakdown products and cysteine differs for various classes of 
sugars with respect to its ■\’-elocity, the absorption curve of its product, 
and the stability of the products. This stability depends on the ratio of 
water to sulfuric acid in the reaction mixture. The reaction product from 
pentoses and hexuronic acids is the most unstable. It decomposes rapidly 
at the original (1:4) ratio of water to sulfuric acid, and Am decreases by 
50 per cent after 2 hours to reach a minimum after 24 hours at room tem- 
perature. Tliis rate of decrease is nearly identical for all pentoses and for 
adenosine-3-phosphate. That this instability of the reaction product of 
pentoses is due to the water in the reaction mixture can be easily shown by 
adding various amounts of concentrated HoSO^ to the reaction mixture and 
measuring the rate of decrease of Aoo. Wlicn the reaction mixture consists 
of 8 volumes of H2SO4 and 1 volume of IIoO, the reaction product is prac- 
tically stable for 24 hours. 

The reaction product of hexoses remains stable at the ratio 1:4. How- 
ever, when enough Avater is added after the completion of BCvR to make 
the ratio 1:2.5, this reaction product becomes unstable and its absorp- 
tion at 408 m/i decreases, reaching a minimiun after about 48 hours at room 
temperature. 

The reaction products of methjdpentoses and desoxyriboses, which are 
foiTued much more slowly, show complete stability at the ratio 1:2.5. 
In the case of methylpentose it becomes unstable at 1 : 1.6, and Aoo in this 
case sinks to a minimum after 48 hours at room temperature. 

Influence of Concentration of H«SOi on Velocity of BCyR — Increase of 
the amount of concentrated H2SO4 in the reaction mixture inhibits not 
only the decomposition of the product of BCyR but also the second step 
of BCyR itself. While at the original ratio of 1 : 4 for H2O : H2SO4 BCyR of 
pentoses is pi’actically completed in 10 minutes, at 1:8 several hours are re- 
quired. At this ratio the velocity of BCyR of mcthylpentoses sinks to 
zero and the absorption at 330 oAving to the primary reaction product, 
remains practically unchanged during 24 hours. 

Factors Controlling Intensity of BCyR. (a) Temperahirc and Time of 
Heating — The concentration of the primaiy and final reaction product de- 
pends on the temperature attained during the mixing of H2O and H2SO4 
and the time during Avhich the reaction mixture remains at the tempera- 
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ture necessary for the decomposition of the sugar. The highest values of 
absorption at 320 m/i are, therefore, obtained, when H2O and H2SO4 are 
mbced without any cooling and allowed to cool at room temperature. 
Cooling with ice gives lower values than with water at 20°. The latter 
procedure was chosen as most practical. Once the primary breakdown 
product was formed, it remained unchanged at room temperature. It 
proved advantageous to wait 2 hours before adding cysteine with frequent 
shaldng to avoid excessive formation of air bubbles. 

(b) Influence of Impurities in Sulfuric Acid on Primary Breakdown of 
Sugars in HnSOi — Certain impurities in concentrated H2SO4 increase the 
breakdown of sugars under the influence of acid. This increase is much 
more marked with hexoses than with other sugars. It is, therefore, ad- 
visable to use very pure sulfuric acid (low in N and As). 

Detection of Pentoses, Methylpenioses, and Hexoses in Mixtures with Each 

Other 

Principle — ^Although all classes of sugars differ from each other by the 
position of their absorption maxima in BCyR, it is not possible to use 
these differences for the detection of sugars in mixtures of several classes 
of sugars. For this purpose two procedures can be applied, (o) The ab- 
sorption in BCyR is determined at two or more wave-lengths chosen in 
such a way that the differences of densities at these wave-lengths are posi- 
tive for one class and zero or negative for all other classes of sugars in solu- 
tion. ( 6 ) Differences in the sensitivity of the velocity of BCyR of various 
sugars and of the stability of their reaction products are used for their 
detection. 

When desoxypentoses and hexuronic acids have been excluded by the 
diphenylamine (7) or cysteine reaction ( 1 ) and the carbazole reaction ( 8 ), 
the three other classes of sugars can be detected in one single sample in the 
following way. 

Test for Hexoses — Dm measured 10 minutes after addition of cysteine is 
practically zero for pentoses and methylpentoses and high for hexoses. In 
case of doubt the ratio Dm'Dzm can be used. It is greater than 1 for 
hexoses and zero or nearly zero for the other two classes of sugars 
(Table I). 

Test for Pentoses — Aso — Aw is negative for hexoses and zero for methyl- 
pentoses. It is highly positive for pentoses. Pentoses in presence of 
5-fold excess of hexoses and great excess of methylpentoses can be thus 
detected. If the excess of hexoses is still greater, we use Ago — Dm -f- 
•D 440 . This expression is onlj’’ slightly negative for all hexoses, and becomes 
positive if a pentose in an amount of only one-tenth of that of hexoses is 
present in solution (Table II). 



381 


I’JiNTOSE DKTKU AI INA'l’I ON 


Test for MetJnylpenioses — After tlie reaction mixture lias been tested for 
pentoses and hexoses, O.G cc. of ivaler is added, with cooling. Dm — Dm is 


Tabli; I 

Density Increments for Vorions Sugars between 3S0 and mu, ^Diu.w, and Den- 
sity at 440 77 iti, Duo, in BCylt 10 to 30 Minutes after Addition of Cysteine 


Experiment 

No. 

Substance 

j 

Concentration 

ADi’di.in 

X lOQO 

X 1000 



Wf . per cent 



I 

Ribosc 

5 

+058 

+7 


Xylose 

2.5 

+912 

+5 


Yeast adenylic acid 

10 

+010 


II 

Glucose 

3 

-150 



Galactose 

5 

-137 



Mannose 

5 

-122 


III 

Fucose 

5 

-4 



Ribose 

5 

1 +CG0 

+3 

IV 

Glucose 

0 

-156 



Fructose 

2 r, 

-251 



Desoxyribonucleic acid 

1 2,> 

+24 



Muscle adenylic acid 

1 20 1 

1 

+ 17 

1 


Tabbb II 


Density Increments for Various Sugars between SSO and 4 OO mn 10 Minutes and 2 
Hours after Addition of 0.6 Cc. of HiO to Reaction Mixture of BCyR 


Experiment 

No. 

1 

1 

Substance i 

Concentration 

X 1000 


10 min. 

2 brs. 

I 

Yeast adenylic acid 

mg. per cent 

10 

1 

18 

8 


Ribose 

5 

18 

6 


Xylose 

2.5 

20 

-3 

II 

Ribose 

5 

-4 

-5 


Fructose 

2.5 

177 

179 

i 

Deso.xyribonucleic ticid 

25 

-21 

42 

III 1 

Fucose 

5 

135 

424 


Ribose 

5 

15 

11 

IV 

Glucose 

5 

96 

93 


Mannose 

5 

lOS 

i 105 


Galactose 

5 

85 

81 





1 . 


measured 10 minutes and 2 hours after addition of -water. This densit}'- 
increment is and remains zero for pentoses and is positive for hexoses and 
methylpentoses after 10 minutes. However, it decreases slightly for the 
first two in 2 hours, and increases strongly for the last one. 1 part of 
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methylpentose can be detected in the presence of a 20-fold excess of other 
sugars. 

Quantitative Determination of Pentoses- 

For the determination of desoxypentose, methylpentose, hexose, and 
hexuronic acids the modifications of the cysteine reaction described pre- 
viously (1, 4, 8) are generall3'- more suitable. BCyR can be used for the 
determination of pentoses, pentose nucleotides, and nucleic acids in the 
presence of other sugars. 

Determination of PerUoses in Free Form and Pentose Nucleotides in Mix- 
tures with Hexoses — ^^Tien desoxypentoses, methylpentoses, and hexn- 
ronic acids are not present in a solution in significant amounts, pentoses 
can be determined by the density increment between 425 and 390 ran 
^Dzx.ni, which is practically zero for all fom hexoses investigated 10 to 30 
minutes after addition of cysteine and is highly positive for pentoses and 
pentose nucleotides. As can be seen from Table III, ADm.eis is proportional 
to the concentration of pentose in the range of 1 to 10 mg. per cent, and is 
not significantly influenced by the presence of hexoses. However, various 
pentoses show different values of AHjm.ck- These differences are small 
between ribose, j^east adenylic acid, and arabinose. For xylose, however, 
AHajo, 425 is tvice as great as for ribose. On the other hand the value 
for adenosine-o-phosphate is one-sixteenth of that for adenosine-3-phos- 
phate. It is, therefore, not possible to determine the total amout of 
pentoses in solutions containing more than one of these sugars by BCyR 
alone. This reaction can nevertheless be used with advantage in combina- 
tion \vith other reactions for the determination of pentoses in mixtures. 

The values of AD390.425 for hexoses vary slightly around zero from one 
experiment to another. These variations are in the same sense for every 
hexose. However, in any determination it is always possible to find be- 
tween 420 and 426 m^ the wave-length at which D for hexose is equal to 
Dsx. To assure the highest accuracy it is, therefore, advisable to run with 
every determination two standards, one of a hexose and the other of a 
pentose, and to find the right wave-lengths aroimd 425 m^ii. 

Determination of Ribose Nucleic Acids in Mixtures with Desoxyribose 
Nucleic Acids and Hexoses— ADzio.ai of ribose nucleic acid (RNA) is one- 
half that of an equivalent amount of yeast adenylic acid. For desoxy- 
ribose nucleic acid (DNA) the value 10 to 30 minutes after addition of 
cysteine is less than 2 per cent of the value for the equivalent of ribose 

- Material of biological origin often contains substances which react with H^SO* 
to form compounds absorbing light around 400 npi. Dso — Dm due to these reac- 
tions vdth H^Oi alone must be determined before the addition of cysteine and sub- 
tracted from Djso — Dm determined after the addition of cysteine. 



380 


I’ENTOSE DETEHMINATION 


Table III 

Densities at 390 and 425 mu and Their Differences for Various Sugars in BCyR 
Readings 15 to SO Minutes after Addition of Cysteine 


Experiment 

No. 

1 

Substance i 

1 

1 

Concentra- 

tion 

Dm 

X 1000 

i Dcj 

X 1000 

jDiis 
X 1000 



mg. ptr cent 




I 

Yeast adenylic acid 

5 

520 

209 

311 


Glucose 

f) 

230 

232 

-2 

II 

Yeast adenylic acid 

8 

021 

30 

591 


tl (( 

4 

312 

20 

292 


tt H It 

2 

150 

13 

140 

III 

Fucose 

2.6 

SO 

17 

03 


Galactose 

5 

247 

257 

-10 


Galacturonic acid 

5 

99 

7 

92 


Glucuronic acid 

6 

14 

-3 

17 

IV 

Fucose 

6 

180 

139 

47 


Yeast adenylic acid 

10 

1111 

4') 

1002 

V 

Galactose 

5 

212 

221 

-9 

VI 

Desoxyribonucleic acid 

20 

17 

0 

11 

VII 

Yeast adenylic acid 

10 

048 

27 

021 


Ribose 

6 

1082 

42 

1040 


Xylose 

5 

1800 

81 

1779 

VIII 

Yeast adenylic acid 

5 

381 

17 

364 


tt tt it 

2.5 

192 

11 

181 

IX 

Fucose 

2.5 

28 

8 

20 


Rhamnose 

2.5 

35 

11 

24 


Galactose 

5 

190 

199 

-3 


“ + fucose 

2.5 

222 

200 

22 

X 

Yeast adenylic acid 

10 

780 

40 

740 


tt tt ft 

5 

370 

14 

350 

XI 

“ “ “ (a) 

5 

350 

13 

337 


Glucose (b) 

5 

221 

205 

-bio 


(a) + (6) j 


684 

230 

354 

XII 

Yeast adenylic acid (a) 

5 

300 

132 

228 


Mannose (6) 

5 

281 

291 

-10 


(a) + (b) ! 


084 

450 

228 

XIII 

Muscle adenylic acid 

14 

125 

33 

92 


Yeast adenylic acid 

7 

542 

23 

519 


Harden-Young ester 

22 

080 

870 

-184 

XIV 

Yeast adenylic acid 

5 

000 

-7 

593 


Muscle adenylic acid 

10 

70 


60 


Desoxyribonucleic acid 

20 

32 

10 

16 

XV 

Yeast nucleic acid (a) 

10 

478 

10 

462 


Desoxyribonucleic acid (b) 

20 

23 

5 

18 


(a) + (b) 


528 

30 

498 


Yeast nucleic acid 

5 

240 

19 

227 

XVI 

tt ft it 

5 

220 

11 

215 


Muscle adenylic acid 

10 

03 

5 

58 


Yeast adenylic acid 

5 

470 

30 

434 
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Table III — Concluded 


Experiment^ 

Xo. 

i ; 

Substance 

Concentra- 

tion 

Dm i 
X 1000 

X 1000 

Dm — Disi 

X 1000 



mg. per cent 




XTII , 

Deso.\yribonucIeic acid (a) j 

20 

Si 

6 

IS 


Ribonucleic acid (b) 1 

1 8 

i 364 

24 

340 


Glucose (c) 

' 4 

I 234 

232 

2 


(u) + (6) 


397 

30 

367 


i (a) + (t) + (c) 


652 

265 

387 


1 Desoxyribonucleic acid j 

j 40 

48 

12 

36 


nucleic acid and is proportional to its amount. This is due to the fact 
that the reaction product of desoxyribose nucleic acid in BCyR shows an 
absorption maximum at 375 m^ and some absorption at 390 mfi. As 
DNA can be determined by its diphenjdamine or cysteine reaction, RXA 
can be easily determined in the presence of large excess of hexoses and DNA. 
To this end BCj’^R is carried out on the unknown and on three standard 
solutions of DNA, RNA, and glucose of appropriate concentration. The 
wave-length at which D for glucose is equal to Ago is found. 

Ago — D 425 is determined for the unknown, the RNA and DNA standards. 
From the first value the value of A» — D 425 due to DNA in the unknown is 
deducted. The ratio of this difference to Ago — of the RNA standard 
gives the concentration of the latter in the unknovm. 

Delerminction and Detection of Sugars in Polysaccharides 

Hexoses and methylpentoses in free form in solution can also be deter- 
mined quantitatively by the optical density at 408 and 400 m^i. In mix- 
tures these sugars show an additive behavior. To determine whether su- 
gars bound in polysaccharides can be detected and estimated without 
prior hydrolj'sis by BCyR, solutions of the following five pol 3 ’^saccharides 
were compared with solutions of equivalent amounts of respecth'e free 
sugars: (1) amylose; (2) bacterial dextrosan freed from levulose; (3) liver 
glycogen (about 99 per cent pure); (4) blood group substance A; and (5) 
blood group substance 0.* 

The last two polysaccharides were prepared from hog stomach mucosa. 
Their content in fucose and galactose was determined by the corresponding 
cysteine reactions described in preceding papers. 

Preparations 1 to 3 showed exactly the same Dm as did an equivalent 
amount of glucose. Preparations 4 and 5, however, show a much lower 
absorption at 400 my. than was calculated from their content in fucose and 

* I am greatly indebted to Dr. S. Hestrin for the preparations of amylose and de.x- 
tran and to Dr. E. Kabat for the preparations of blood group substances. 
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galactose. The velocity of the reaction of the jirimary product v’ith cys- 
teine was measured for these two preparations and compared with that of 
a corresponding sugar mixture. This velocit}’- was found lower in both 
polysaccharides than in corresponding sugar mixtures. But while the 
percentage decrease in the concentration of the final reaction product of 
CyR, as compared with free sugars, was about the same in the two im- 
munologically different polysaccharides, thej' differed considerably in the 
velocity of CyR. It is, therefore, possible to detect fucose in those two 
polysaccharides but not to detcimine its absolute amount with the help of 
BCyR. In this respect BCyR differs fundamentally from all other cysteine 
reactions described. 


DISCUSSION 

The original view that the color reactions of sugars with certain aromatic 
compounds in acids are due to the foimation of furfural or its homologues 
and their subsequent combination with the aromatic developer proved to 
be inadequate as a general explanation of this t 3 qDe of reaction. Thus 
adenosine-5-phosphate was shown to give, under certain conditions, a 
much stronger orcinol reaction than other pentoses and nucleotides (9), 
though it yields much less furfural when heated wth acid. In the reac- 
tion with carbazole (10) and sulfuric acid mannose yields a product with 
an absorption spectrum completely different from that obtained with glu- 
cose. Hexuronic acids in the same reaction (8), under certain conditions, 
yield a product completely different from that of pentoses, though like 
pentoses they produce furfural when heated Avith acids. These observa- 
tions led to the conclusion (8) that the action of strong acids on sugars 
produces, apart from furfural and its homologues, a large number of inter- 
mediary products related to or derived from furfural. The nature and the 
relative amount of these products depend on the structure of the sugar. 
Stacey et al. (11) in fact have shown that in the diphenylamine reaction 
of desoxyribose ten different reaction products are fonned, of which only 
one combines with diphenjdamine. 

Our observations on BCyR and other forms of the cysteine reaction of 
sugars support this concept of the mechanism of these types of reactions. 
In BCyR, the primary breakdown of the sugar at high temperature is dis- 
sociated from the following reaction of this product with ej’^steine, which 
goes on at room temperature, and can be followed spectrophotometrically. 
The absorption curves of the final reaction product of members of the same 
class of sugars are of identical shape.' The same is true for the speed of 
the destruction of this product under the influence of Avater. This sug- 
gests that the primary breakdown product is the same for all members of 
a class of sugars, and may be identical with fui’fural in the case of pentoses 
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and hexuronic acid, and with, homologues of furfural in the case of other 
sugars. The fact that adenosine-5-phosphate yields only about one-six- 
teenth as much of the primary breakdown product as all other pentoses and 
adenosine-3-phosphate and that fructose yields 3 times more of it than 
glucose is in agreement with this assumption, because these yields corre- 
spond to the yields of furfural and hydroxymethylfurfural under the influ- 
ence of strong acids in these cases. This ^dew is further strongly supported 
by e-xperiments on pure furfural, freshly distilled in vacuo. To avoid as far 
as possible any change of furfural by HiS04 at high temperature, 0.1 cc. of 
0.01 per cent solution of furfural was added to a mixture of 0.9 cc. of HjO -h 
4 cc. of H2SO4 previously cooled to 0°. This mixture showed essentially the 
same absorption curve between 320 and 350 m^ as the mixture of 1 cc. of 
a 0.005 per cent ribose solution and 4 cc. of H2SO4 added with cooling in 
water at 22° (Fig, 1). After addition of cysteine the absorption in the ultra- 
violet region of both mixtures decreased at practically the same speed and 
a new product with the identical absorption maximum at 390 mjx developed 
(Fig. 2). When 0.6 cc. of H2O was added to both reaction mixtmres with 
cooling in tap water, the reaction product wth cysteine disappeared in both 
cases at the same rate and ADago. 425 became zero at practically the same 
time. A new red compound appeared instead in both mixtures. These 
facts leave little doubt that the characteristic primary breakdown product 
of pentoses in BCyR is mainly furfural, which combines with the added 
cysteine to form a new compound noth the absorption maximum at 390 m/i. 

The similaritj’’ in the shape of the absorption curve of the primary break- 
do^vn product of methylpentoses and hexoses as well as that of their reac- 
tion product with cysteine and the sensitivity against water of the latter 
suggest that these pidmary breakdown products are methyl- and hydroxy- 
methylfurfmal. 

The varying sensitivity to water of reaction products of BCyR may par- 
tially explain the specificity and the mechanism of those modifications of 
the cysteine reaction which were described before. The reaction product 
of furfural and pentoses with cysteine is not stable under the conditions of 
these modifications, in which more diluted H2SO4 is used. The reaction 
product of hexoses, for example, is unstable under the conditions of the 
modification of the cysteine reaction described before as CyRio (4), Only 
the products from methylpentoses can be observed at the end of the heat- 
ing period in the latter reaction, and this disappears after further addition 
of water. 

All classes of sugars, however, form other reaction products of charac- 
teristic color in these various forms of the cysteine reaction, namely the 
red compound of pentoses, the blue compound of hexoses (4), the 3'-ellow 
compound of methylpentoses (4), the purple compound of glucuronic acid 
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I ’ compouiKl of galncturonic acid (3), which develop only 

slowly aftj the addidon of cyaloine. Tliey arc fonncd only under con- 
ditions under which iho reaction products of BCyR of these sugars are not 
^ablc and disappear. Jf W minutes after addition of evsteine, O.G cc. of 
H,0 IS added to the reaction mixture of BCyR so that tlic final concentra- 
don of HoO IS brought to the same as in the modification designated 
CyR, (4), pentoses and furfural .show, after 30 miniitos, the red compound, 
and he.\oses after 24 hours, the charactcristie blue compounds which are 
formed by those c asses of sugars in CyR, after the same lapse of time. 
The variations in the amounts of the blue compound with different hexoses 
are about the same as m CyR,. The fact that furfural forms this secondary 
led compound indicates that its foimation from pentoses in CyRo is due to 
the bieakdown of the reaction product of furfural with cysteine in BCyR. 

' 11 e the mechanism of BCyR of pentoses, methvlpentoscs, and hexo- 
ses appears to be jmry similar, that of 2-desoxypcntoscs difiers considerably. 
Ao primary breakdown product in H,S 04 absorbing between 320 and 350 
«!iTo- ^ j- furfural, therefore, can be formed from these 

vXn With cysteine 

tinn k ^ formed slowly during 48 hours and its foma- 

watpv Tr Gra e ^ as m the case of methylpentosos, by dilution with 
nniTnri , ^ alcohol solutions showed that this com- 

The TP pf exactl}’- in the same way as does deso.\ 3 Tibose. 

tTmP TrJ T 48 hours at room tempera- 

in shonp ^ f- curim shows a sharp maximum at 375 m;u and is 

rived f- ^9 of deso-xjudbose. Furfuiyl alcohol can be de- 

1 d "■^®®°^^Tentofuranose by dehjwlration betw ■een carbon atoms 
this TPipfi^ ^uit.ial rearrangement is necessaiy for 

tosps end f if" formation of furfural from pen- 

iTnin from methylpentosos and hexoses. This can ex- 

tions nf fif^ ^ ^soxypeutoses react with cysteine under the mild condi- 
viousbr (1)^ mocification of the cysteine reaction described pre- 

charartf^T^f’^d^ff^! uiechanism of cy’^steine reaction is able to e.xplain the 
BCvR Tn til f behavior of various polysaccharides in 

the infinpn f ot furfural and its homologues from sugars under 

fwm Z Z r '' 1 ; ^ b^^ty^ene oxide ring 

arf nnffpff dl ’f pos'^^jons 2,5. As long as the latter positions 
cintrpr m ^ g ycosidic linkages, the foimation of furfural from the 

nnd ^ sugar were free. If, however, one of carbons 2 

1 icipa es in a g ycosidic linkage, the reaction of the polysaccharide 
may go on in a very different way from that of the free sugar and forma- 
tion of furfural may become possible only after prior hydrolysis of this 
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linkage. This view is supported bj' the facts that adenosine-5-phosphate 
reacts much more wealdy in BCyR than adenosme-3-phosphate and, on 
the other hand, 2,5-anhj’drohexoses give a much stronger BCyE. than 
corresponding he.xoses. From this it can be deduced that those polysac- 
charides which contain only 1,4 and 1,6 linkages, like amylose, dextran, 
and gl3’^cogen, nill react as free glucose. On the other hand the position 
of the linkages bj' which the molecules of fucose in the blood group sub- 
stances are linked to each other and to the glucosamine galactoside are 
not known completely, and it may be that carbons 2 and 5 are partly in- 
volved. In this case, methylfurfural null, therefore, be formed only after 
prior h3'^drol3’^sis of these linlcages. Rabat et al. (12) have recently shown 
that fucose can be split off the molecule of blood group substances by 
mild h3'drol3''sis. Under relative^ mild conditions of the BCyR, 1 part of 
fucose ma3’’ be split off and form methylfurfural, while the part which is 
not split off will give other reaction products. This would explain the de- 
crease in the value of ZI400 shown by the two blood group substances as 
compared with free fucose. In the other forms of the cysteine reaction 
of methylpentoses the heating is more intense and lasts longer. In this 
case nearl3’’ complete hydrolysis ma3'^ occur before cysteine is added. 

The basic cysteine reaction of sugars promises to be of practical signif- 
icance in several respects. (1) It allows the simple and rapid detection on 
one sample of the classes of sugars present in an unknown solution, and 
can be, therefore, used as a preliminar3’- step in any sugar anal3"sis. (2) 
BCyR permits one to differentiate between ribose nucleotides substituted 
in position 5 and other neucleotides or pentoses. Dische and Schwartz 
(9) showed in 1937 that adenosine-5-phosphate gives a much more intense 
orcinol reaction than other nucleotides and nucleosides of ribose when the 
reaction mixtm-e is heated only 3 minutes at lOO". Our more recent e.x- 
periments (13) show that these differences disappear when the heating is 
continued for 20 minutes as reported first by Mejbaum (14) for the orcinol 
reaction carried out at lower concentrations of acid. B3’’ combining the 
two modifications of the orcinol reaction with BCyR it is, therefore, pos- 
sible to determine various t3T5es of nucleotides in the presence of unidenti- 
fied hexoses, as is the case in tissue extracts. Furthermore it was shown 
that coenz3Tnes I and II behave differently from adenosine-o-phosphate 
in the orcinol reaction (13). Their presence requires the use of a third 
differentiating reaction for complete anal3^. BC3’'R is an appropriate 
reaction for this purpose, as will be shown later. (3) It is possible to 
determine ribose nucleic acid in the presence of desox3Tibose nucleic acid 
and hexoses. (4) Finalb' BC3’^R seems to be sensitive to specific linkages 
in pob’-saccharides and ma3’^ enable us to differentiate between closeb’" re- 
lated polysaccharides of unknown structure. Blood group substances as 
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A and 0 from liog mucosa, wliich previously could be distinguished only by 
immunological reactions, give an examine of such a differentiation. 

KUMMAUY 

1 . The breakdown products of sugans in a mixture of 1 volume of HjO 
t,o 4 volumes of H 2 SO 4 combine with cysteine .at’ room temperature to form 
products which show absorption curvc.s with peaks vaiying between 375 and 
410 mg for different classes of sugars. 

2. The velocity of the reaction with cysteine (BCyK) and the sensitiv- 
ity of the final reaction products against w/iter are different with different 
classes of sugars. 

3. BCyR makes it possible to detect 10 7 of mcthyipcntoscs, pentoses, 
and hexoses in mixtures in a single sample of I ce. 

4. The application of BCyR to the quant it.ative determination of nu- 
cleotides and ribose and desoxyribonucleic acids in mixtures with each other 
and with hexoses is discussed. 

5. The nature of the primary breakdown ])roducts of sugars in H:S0<, 
the general mechanism of BCyR, and other modifications of the cysteine 
reaction of carbohydrates are discussed. 
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NEOPYEITHIAMINE AND THE THIAMINASE OF FISH TISSUES* 

By ROBERT RIDGELY SEALOCK A^•D HILDA S. WTIITE 
(From the Department of Chemistry, Iowa State College, Ames) 

(Received for publication, June 20, 1949) 

The enzyme of the %’isceral tissues of carp, mullet, and other fishes which 
destroys thiamine by cleaving the pjTlmidj’^Imethylene group from the 
thiazole portion may be either inhibited or activated by- appropriate 
analogues of the vitamin. Sealock and Goodland (1) have shown that 
3-(o-ammobenzj'l)-4-methylthiazolium chloride specifically and competi- 
tively inhibits the enz 3 'matic destruction of thiamine. On the other hand, 
when the amino group is present in the meta instead of the ortho position, 
the corresponding compound, 3-(m-aminobenz3d)-4-meth3dthiazolimn chlo- 
ride fails to inhibit the enzyme. Instead activation is observed (2). 
Incubation of the enzyme and thiamine with this analogue results in verj' 
significantly increased destruction of the thiamine. As a result of these 
findings it has been suggested (2) that the position of the amino group 
relative to the methylene attachment to the thiazole ring is of utmost 
importance to the process of inhibition. In fact it would appear that 
both the inhibitor and the substrate combine with the enzyme by means of 
their respective amino groups (1, 2). This suggestion became even more 
valid when it was found that the activation by the 7n-amino compound or 
a substitute for it, m-nitroaniline (or m-aminobenzoic acid), resulted 
from an entirely different mechanism (3) . These latter compounds produce 
their activation by serving as “reactors” during the enzjmatic destruction 
of thiamine, being converted into secondarj’' amino derivatives with the 
pyrimidyhnethylene residue. 

That the amino group is not the only requisite to an effective inhibitor 
may also be concluded, since o-aminobenzjd alcohol does not inhibit the 
enzyme and the aminopyrimidylmethylenesulfonic acid derived from thi- 
amine is a very poor inhibitor (1). It is quite conceivable that the latter 
compoimd, if present in the form of an aminopyrimidj’-lmethjdene quater- 
nary salt rather than a sulfonic acid, would then become a more effective 
inhibitor. Such a compound is available in neopj’-rithiamine or l-((-4:- 
amino - 2 - methyl) - 5 - piTimidylmethyl) - 2 - methjd - 3 - (/S - hj'droxy- 
ethyl)-p}vidinium bromide fij’^drobromide (I), the isostere of thiamine 

* The authors are indebted to Dr. Karl Folkers, Director of Organic and Bio- 
chemical Research of the Research and Development Division of Merck and Com- 
pany, Inc., for making available a supplj' of neop 3 Tithiamine and to the Williams- 
Waterman Fund of the Research Corporation for a grant-in-aid in support of this 
investigation. 
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(II) described by Wilson iind IlniTis (4) and wliieh sliotild be distinguisbed 
from the l)cUcr known i)yi-ilhininine of 'rrney and Idlderfield (5). The 
latter was originally siij)|)o.scd to be the above isoslerc of thiamine but 
according to the report from the Merck laboratories (-1) is a mixture of 
pol^micric substances, none of which jrostess the correct, structure. 

Thiamine was incubated with the enzyme under the usual conditions 
(1) including 0.03, ].2.o, and 2.5 of neopyrithiaminc in appropriate 
tubes. At the conclusion of the incubation the analysis of thiamine by 
the Melnick and Field procedure (0) showed th.at 01 per cent of the thi- 
amine had been destroyofl by the enzyme in the abs'cnce of neopyrithiaminc. 
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With the compound present there was less destruction of thiamine. As 
may be seen in Table I, this decreased destruction amounts to calculated 
inhibitions of 19, 27, and 40 per cent, respectively, with the three concen- 
trations of neopyrithiaminc employed. With a different enzy’^me prepa- 
ration, similar results were obtained, the calculated inhibition amounting 
to 39.9 per cent, as may be seen in the lower portion of Table I. Entirely 
similar results from additional experiments have been omitted for the sake 
of brevity. From these experiments it would be concluded that the thi- 
amine isostere inhibits the destruction of the vitamin by the fish enzyme. 
A more critical examination of the reaction has shovni that such a con- 
clusion does not entirely describe the actual happenings, as will be shown 
in later paragraphs. 
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In order to use the Melnick and Field method of analj'-sis in the above 
e.\'periment, it was of course necessaiy to show that neopyrithiamine neither 
interfered nor reacted to give xylene-extractable chromogenic material. 
Under the same conditions emploj’-ed for thiamine analysis, neopyrithi- 
amine gave no color value even when the reagent was allowed to react for 
0.5, 6, and 24 hours before adding the xylene. At the same time, the pres- 
ence of neopyrithiamine had no effect on the thiamine color value. 

It is of interest to point out that this failure of neopyrithiamine to 
react in the Melnick and Field method furnishes strong evidence relative 
to the nature of the reaction obtained with diazotized p-aminoacetophenone 
and thiamine. The presence of the alkali in the reagent causes the opening 
of the thiazole ring and formation of the sulfhydryl group, as is well knoivn 

Table I 

Apparent Inhibition of Thiaminase with N eopyrithiamine 
The incubations vi-ere carried out in 5 ml. of 0.08 .M phosphate buffer and 4 per cent 
sodium chloride at pH 7.4 and 37.5° for 2 hours. The enzyme was the soluble portion 
from the amount and preparation indicated. 2.5 yM of thiamine (5 X 10~* mole per 
liter) were present in each tube. 



Neopyrithiamine 

i Thiamine destroyed 

Inhibition 


! moles per /. X iO* 

ftif 

per cent 

Enzj-me Dl-215, 40 mg. cquiva- 

0 

1.58 


lent.? per tube 

1.25 

1.22 

19.1 


2.50 

1.11 

26.5 

1 

5.00 

0.92 

39.6 

Enzj'me 83-110, 60 mg. equiva- 

0 

0.98 


lents per tube 

5.0 

0.59 

39.9 


(7). If we assume that the Melnick and Field reaction involves coupling 
of the diazo reagent vdth the sulfhydi^d group in order to form the colored 
(xylene-soluble) complex, it is obvious that neop3’Tithiamine, which neither 
contains sulfur nor can undergo analogous p3’Tidine ring opening, should 
not react in this method. While considerable evidence has accumulated 
in this laboratory that this is the mechanism of the reaction, a more 
complete description will be presented later. 

The lack of interference of neop 3 Tithiamine in the anal 3 'tical method 
has permitted the calculation of apparent inhibition in the e.xperiment 
recorded in Table I. However, the similarit 3 ’- in structure of the com- 
pounds is such that the enz 3 ’me might be expected to produce the same 
cleavage of neop 3 'rithiamine that it does of thiamine. In order to test 
this possibilit 3 '' it is necessaiy to have a method of anab’sis for the former. 
The possibilit 3 ’' that it would undergo the alkaline oxidation and subse- 
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quent production of fluorescence as does thiamine in the thiochrome 
procedure (8) was therefore tested. Solutions of neopyrithiamine, such 
as were used in the enzyme experiments, containing 2.5 pM in 10 ml. of 
0.04 M phosphate buffer and 5 per cent trichloroacetic acid, were diluted 
with water. 5 ml. of a 1:250 dilution treated with 3 ml. of alkaline ferri- 
cyanide and read directly without butyl alcohol extraction gave gal- 
vanometer readings of 11 (corrected for the blank) which correspond to 
the readings obtained with approximately one-fifth the quantity of thi- 
amine. With dilutions of 1:50, scale readings of 75 were obtained and it 
became obvious that the new compound could be determined by moans of 



Fig. 1 Fig. 2 

Fig. 1. The development of fluorescence with noop 3 ’rithiaminD in the thinminc- 
thiochrome procedure. 0.025 /iW of neopjTithiamine in 5 ml. of solution was treated 
with alkaline ferricyanide and the readings obtained dircctlj' with the reaction mix- 
ture. 

Pig. 2. The destruction of ncopyrithi.'imine by carp thiaminase measured at differ- 
ent time intervals. 2.5 /xM of neop 3 TitIiinminc in 5 ml. of reaction mi.xture were in- 
cubated with the enzyme in the usual fashion, the soluble portion from 50 mg. of 
acetone-desiccated powder being used in each 5 ml. 

the thiochrome procedure. At concentrations of 0 to 0.02 jum per 5 ml. of 
aliquot analyzed the galvanometer readings were found to be proportional 
to the concentration. With this method 5.70 moles of neopyrithiamine 
yield fluorescence equivalent to 1 mole of thiamine. All readings have 
been taken at 90 seconds after addition of the reagent, although more 
recently it has been found that maximum fluorescence is not developed 
in this length of time. Analysis of this factor has led to the results in 
Fig. 1 which shows that the maximum value is obtained at approximately 
4 minutes. The curve likewise shows that the 90 second interval used in 
these experiments is beyond the time of rapid reaction, so that probably 
no great error was introduced. The fluorescence from neopyrithiamine 
does not appear in the absence of ferricyanide (analytical control) and 
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may be extracted with isobutanol as in the usual thiochrome procedure. 
However, this latter step was not necessary in these experiments, because 
of the relatively high concentration of compound employed. Neopyrithi- 
amine ma}' also be removed from solution by Decalso, as employed in the 
more complete thiochrome procedure, and elution may be accomph'shed 
in the usual fashion, although this likewise proved unnecessary in the 
experiments described here. 

With the possibility of determining neopyrithiamine established, this 
compound was incubated with the enzyme imder the same conditions 
employed with thiamine. In each tube the soluble material from 40 mg. 

Table II 

Destruction of Neopyrithiamine by Thiaminase 
The incubations were carried out as described in Table I e.xcept for the modifica- 
tions indicated and for the substitution of neop 3 Tithiamine in the amounts indicated 
for thiamine. 


Experimeat 

Enzyme present 1 

Neopyrithiamine 

No. 

Concentra- , 
tion 

Destmetion 



motes Per 1. 
XiOt 

ftU 

fer cent 

I 

None 

2.50 

0.02 

1.6 


<< 

6.00 

0.03 

1.2 


Dl-215, 40 mg. equivalents 

1.25 

0.60 

96.2 


Dl-216, 40 “ 

2.50 

1.20 

96.0 


Dl-215, 40 “ 

5.00 

1.44 

58.0 

II 

Dl-215, 40 “ equivalents 

2.5 

1.25 

100.0 


Dl-215, 40 “ 

5.0 

1.52 

60.8 


Same, boiled 

2.5 

0.04 

3.2 


tt It 

5.0 

0.14 

5.7 


of acetone-desiccated powder was used as the source of the enzyme. Neo- 
pyrithiamine at the levels of 0.63, 1.25, and 2.5 pM was added to appropri- 
ate tubes. At the end of the 2 hour incubation period, the neopyrithiamine 
remaining was determined. At the two lower levels of compound almost 
complete destruction occurred, as may be seen in Table II. At the higher 
level only 57.6 per cent was destroyed. Thus the reaction in this respect 
is similar to the thiamine reaction. As also may be seen in Table II incu- 
bation of the compoimd in the buffer solution alone caused no appreciable 
destruction. In the second e.xperiment shown in Table II incubation of 
1.25 and 2.5 pM of neopyrithiamine with the same amount of enzyme prepa- 
ration resulted in 100 and 60.8 per cent destruction respectively. In 
contrast, incubation with an equivalent amount of previously boiled 
enzyme extract produced essentially no destruction of the added neo- 
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pyrithiaminc. Additional experiments have yielded similar I'esults; how- 
ever, the enz.ymatic nature of the reaction is even more e^ddent in the 
graph of neopyri thiamine destruction with time, shown in Fig. 2. The 
cuiwe obtained is t5^pical of enz}''me reactions and in fact resembles closely 
the analogous curve obtained with thiamine (9). 

With these results it ma}'’ then be concluded that neopyrithiamine suffi- 
ciently resembles thiamine in structure so that it too can undergo destruc- 
tive reaction by the fish enzj'^me. It also may be concluded that the ap- 
parent inliibition recorded in Table I is not inlubition but instead is a case of 
enzymatic action in the presence of competitive substrates. Each of the 
substrates when present in the same cnzj'me solution is competing Avith the 
other for the enzjune. Confirmation of this conclusion has been obtained 
in experiments in AAffiich the enz^’^matic destruction of each substrate 
alone has been compared Avith that obtained AA’hen the tAA'o are present in 
the same solution. In such an experiment thiamine destruction is deter- 
mined b}’’ the Melnick and Field procedure, AA’hereas the total neopyrithi- 
amine and thiamine destruction is measured b.y the thiochrome method. 
By deducting the former value from the latter the amount of neopyrithi- 
amine destroyed was then calculated. IWicn 2.5 /iM of each compound 
AA^ere emplo3''ed AAuth the particular enzyme preparation used, analytical 
difficulties AA’ere encountered due to the unfaAmrable ratio in clu'omogenic 
value in the fluorescence method. Consequent!}’’ a precise evaluation 
of the neopyrithiamine destruction was difficult. By employing 4 times 
as much neopyrithiamine as thiamine a more favorable ratio Avas obtained 
for analytical purposes. With 5.0 of the former and 1.25 juw of the 
latter it Avas found that simultaneous destruction of each compound 
occurred, as may be seen in Table III. 

It should be pointed out also that neopyrithiamine is only the second 
substrate, eA'-en though an artificial one, to be discoA’^ered for this enzyme. 
We, of course, may discount cocarbox}dase, even though it is also destroyed, 
since it is merely the pyrophosphate ester of the original substrate. None 
of the other thiamine analogues AAdiich liaAm been studied haA’’e been found 
to undergo the enzymatic reaction, although some of them are excellent 
competitive inhibitors. 

The results obtained in this study permit at least tentatiA'^e conclusions 
relative to one aspect of the mechanism of the thiaminase action. Since 
it is almost certain that neopyrithiamine is incapable of undergoing the 
ring opening characteristic of the thiamine-thiazole ring in allcaline solution, 
it may be argued that the enzymatic destruction of neopyrithiamine 
occurred Avith the molecule in the foim indicated on a preA'-ious page. If 
the enzyme is able to produce its characteristic reaction AA'^ith neopyi'ithi- 
amine, Avhich is incapable of ring opening, then one may tentatiAmly con- 
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elude that the enzjTue reaction in the case of thiamine is entirely analogous. 
Or in other words, we would suggest that the thiaminase action involves a 
cleavage of the linkage beUveen the two ring units of thiamine when the 
tliiazole moiety is present in the intact and closed ring form. This con- 
clusion is also supported by the fact that the intact thiazole unit can be 
recovered from the enzjTnatic reaction as a product of the reaction. 

If the conclusions at this point are correct, then it would be predicted 
that the compounds which specifically inhibit the destruction of thiamine 
by the fish thiaminase would also inhibit the destruction of neopyrithiamine. 
Likewise, compounds producing activation of thiamine destruction would 
have a similar effect upon neopyxithiamme destruction. Pre limin ary ex- 

T.^ible III 

Simullaneous De.ilruclion of Thiamine and Neopyrilhiamine 

Tlie incubations were carried out as described in Table I except for the modifica- 
tions indicated. The enzj-me preparation in each tube represented the soluble por- 
tion from 33 mg. of Enzj-me S3-138. Thiamine was determined by the Melnick-Field 
procedure and neopjTithiamine by subtracting the Melnick-Field value from the 
total fluorophotometric values. 


Compoond present 

Concentration 

Compound destroyed 


moUs per /. X lO* 

fiU 

fer cent 

Single substrates 


1 


Thiamine 

2.5 ' 

0.792 

63.3 

Neopja-ithiamine , 

Combined substrates ■ 

10.0 

0.S60 

17.2 

Thiamine 

2.5 

1 0.190 

15.2 

XeopjTithiamine 

10.0 

0.870 

17.4 


periments in this direction entirely confirmed both predictions. ^S-Amino- 
ethj'M-methylthiazolium chloride, pretdousl}- shown to be an excellent 
inhibitor of this enzjTne (1), was foxmd to inhibit neop 5 ’Tithiamine destruc- 
tion, and 7 n-nitroaniline (3) caused an increased enzjTuatic destruction of 
neopjwithiamine. Thus additional evidence for identity of the enzjTne 
producing destruction in the case of the two substrates is obtained. 

In conjimction with the analyses made in the enzjTnatic experiments, the 
ultraviolet absorption spectra of neopjiithiamine were studied. Even 
though it is a C-aminopjTimidine derivative and accordinglj' absorbs 
ultraviolet light as thiamine, there are sufficient differences so that each 
of the two compounds maj’ be quantitative!}' determined in the same solu- 
tion. However, it is necessarj* to maintain control of the pH. For e.x- 
ample, in 2.5 x hj’-drochloric acid and at pH 0.45 and 1.25, neopj'rithi- 
amine e.xhibits two maxima, whereas thiamine exhibits onlj' a single 
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maximum at acidities greater than pH 5.0. For the former compound 
the maxima are to be found at 2440 and 2600 A at pH 4.0. These values 
are essentially in agreement with those recorded bj’’ Wilson and Plarris 
(4), although the solvent and pH were not stated in their case, A mini- 
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Fig. 3. The ultraviolet absorption spectra of neopyrithiamine in aqueous solution 
and at different acidities. The compound was present in 2.5 X 10"' m concentra- 
tion. At pH 4 and pH 8, 0.04 m phosphate buffer w.as present. The Beclonan spec- 
trophotometer, model DU, with 1 cm. cells was cmploj’'ed. The instrument was 
adjusted with the solvent as the blank, and a minimum slit V'idth was used at all 
wave-lengths. Density = log (lo/I). 

Fig. 4. The ultraviolet absorption spectra of thiamine (2.5 X 10"' m) in aqueous 
solution and at different acidities. 0.04 m phosphate buffer was present in each so- 
lution. 


mum is also present at 2570 A, as may be seen in Fig. 3. At pH 5 and 
higher the two compounds are more nearly alike in their ultraviolet absorp- 
tion, as is evident from a comparison of Figs. 3 and 4. Since the shift 
from a single maximum to the two maxima is usually characteristic of the 
6-aminopyrimidine compounds as one proceeds from acid to more alkaline 
solution, both compounds would be expected to exhibit this phenomenon. 
However, it is evident that the occurrence of this shift is dependent upon 


R. R. SEAiOCK AND H. S. TTHITE 


401 


the substituent attached to the S-methjdene group of the piTunidine ring. 
When this shift does occur with ts'pical O-aminopyriinidine compounds, 
it has been observed that the pH at which the two maxima appear is a 
characteristic of the individual compoimd, and it even has been possible 
to distinguish and identif}' some of the different G-aminopjTimidines b}* 
the pH value and other aspects of the shift.^ This in turn emphasizes 
the necessity of control of pH in determining the absorption spectra of 
such compounds. 

In the face of the findings with neopsuithiamine described above it is of 
interest to summarize briefly and illustrate the present status of thiamine 
with regard to its analogues. Thiamine is somewhat unique among bio- 
logically important compoimds. On the one hand, there is the role of this 
substance as an important vitamin and accessory factor producing physi- 
ological effects, primarily through the enzymatic functioning of its pyro- 
phosphate ester, cocarboxylase. This role may be designated as that of 
physiological function. On the other hand, there is the destruction of 
thiamine by an enzyme present in a munber of unrelated species, and at 
the moment, it is hardly conceivable that the latter phenomenon could be 
regarded as a component of the former. For each category there are one 
or more specific analogues that may be employed for the purpose of further 
analysis of mechanisms involved or useful inhibition. Neopyrithiamine 
is an antagonist to thiamine function (4), as is pjoithiamine (10), and is 
also a substrate for the fish enzyme. In contrast, the o-aminobenzylthia- 
zolium compounds inhibit the fish enzyme (1), but show no antagonism 
toward thiamine function.^ The corresponding aminoethjd- and aminopro- 
pjdthiazolimn analogues e.xhibit similar behavior, being relatively strong in- 
hibitors of the enzymatic destruction of thiamine. With the m-amino- 
benzylthiazolium compounds neither antagonism to thiamine function 
nor inhibition of destruction is observed. Instead, activation of the 
destructive process is obtained. All of these compounds represent e.xten- 
sive modification of the molecular composition of thiamine and in no 
instance do we find them able to substitute for the vitamin in its physi- 
ological fimction. However, with only slight modification active substi- 
tutes are obtained. For e.xample, the 2-ethjdpyTimidine analogue of thi- 
amine possesses physiological activity (11). Without referring to numerous 
other interesting analogues which have been studied in more or less detail, 
it is obrious that a number of structural modifications are available for 
use in determining the biochemical properties and beharior of thiamine. 
In particular, they should make possible a most detailed analysis of the 
fundamental aspects of enzyme relationships of thiamine. The fact that 

' Sealock, K. B.., and White, H. S., unpublished data. 

* Sealock, R. R., and Picken, J. C., unpublished data. 
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thej'- may also have practical uses yet to be discovered only emphasizes 
the interest in their further study. 

EXPERIMENTAL 

The thiaminase used in these experiments was prepared from acetone- 
desiccated pounders of carp viscera (9) by extracting with 10 per cent 
sodium chloride in 0.2 M iihosphate buffer at pH 7.4, The combined 
extracts were diluted with the solvent so that 2 ml. contained the soluble 
portion of the indicated amounts of the powder and were adjusted to pH 
7.4 before being used. 2 ml. of this extract plus the desired volumes of 
substrates and inhibitors or activators were placed in test-tubes and when 
necessaiy the volume made to 5 ml. with water. The tubes were incubated 
for 2 hours at 37.5°, and unless otherwise indicated, the reaction was 
stopped by the addition of 5 ml. of 10 per cent trichloroacetic acid. After 
at least 30 minutes the precipitated protein was removed b 3 '’ filtration. 
For thiamine determination 2 ml. aliquots of the filtrates were anal 3 ’’zed 
by the Melnick-Field method. For determination of neop 3 Tithiamine 
5 ml. aliquots of a solution made by diluting the filtrates 1:50 were treated 
with 3 ml. of an alkaline ferric 3 ’’anide solution (3 ml. of 1 per cent potassium 
ferricyanide diluted to 100 ml. with 15 per cent sodium In'droxide), or, 
in order to determine the blank galvanometer reading, with 3 ml, of 15 
per cent sodium hydroxide. In determining the total fluorescence in the 
presence of both substrates, 2 ml. aliquots of the filtrates were diluted to 
250 ml., and 5 ml. aliquots analyzed as above. The fluorophotometer 
was adjusted with a quinine solution to allow maximum use of the gal- 
vanometer scale. In all analyses comparison was made with unincubated 
controls to which trichloroacetic acid was added immediate^" after the 
addition of the substrate. 


SUMiMARY 

In preliminaiy experiments neopyrithiamine was found to inhibit the 
destruction of thiamine by the thiaminase of carp tissue. 

The calculated inhibition produced by neopyrithiamine proved not to 
be inhibition in the usual sense, for this analogue in turn undergoes the 
same destructive reaction with thiaminase as does thiamine. Neop 3 ’’rithi- 
amine therefore possesses in its isosteric structure the necessary compo- 
nents for complete action of the enz 3 Tne. It is therefore an additional 
substrate for this enzyme. When the two compounds are present in the 
same enzyme solution, they may be regarded as competing substrates. 

Neopyrithiamine neither reacts nor interferes in the hlelnick and Field 
diazotized p-aminoacetophenone method for the determination of thiamine. 
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It does, however, react under the conditions of the thiochrome procedure 
and ma}’^ be quantitatively determined b}’’ this method. 

With appropriate control of pH, thiamine and neopyrithiaraine may be 
readily distinguished bj' means of their ultraviolet absorption spectra, for 
the analogue e.vliibits tivo ma.vima in acid solution in contrast to thiamine 
which exhibits onl}^ one maximum at acidities less than pH 5. 
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In the extraction of tissues and organs, the present practice is to grind, 
mince, or homogenize. Another technique is, however, possible, when 
speed is not essential. It consists in the slower removal of soluble mate- 
rial from whole organs, or major parts thereof. Such a procedure may 
properly be called “mild e.xtraction.” It was used earlier by Luckhardt, 
Barlow, and Weaver (1) in their removal of secretin from the gut wall. 
A similar technique has sometimes been used to e.xtract intestinal en- 
zymes. It has rarely been applied to other tissues. 

We adopted mild extraction in order to combiue histological and bio- 
chemical techniques in a study of the proteins of skeletal muscle. Specifi- 
cally, we vashed to discover the location of the several known proteins 
within the sarcomere. We hoped to preserve the structure, so far as pos- 
sible, as we removed the proteins seriatim, using conventional extraction 
media. We arranged to freeze and thaw the muscles before extraction. 
Such treatment ex'pedites the egress of protein from the whole tissues, but 
greatly changes the histological picture, even before extraction begins, as 
we have recently discovered. 

In spite of this failme to attain om original objective, we find that the 
freezing technique yields protein solutions which have considerable bio- 
chemical interest. They do not show the turbidity usually found in e.x- 
tracts of muscle and other tissues, and they jdeld electrophoretic and 
ultracentrifugal patterns which are clear and definite, with satisfactorj'- 
consistency in the calculated mobilities. 

Most pre^dous electrophoretic studies of muscle extracts have been made 
with more or less purified solutions of indhddual proteins (2-5). Mehl 
and Se.xton (6) have published a brief summary of work carried out vdth 
extracts of rat and octopus muscle, but give no patterns or mobility values. 
Only in the Li6ge laboratoi^’’ haA-’e S3’'Stematic attempts been made to study 
simultaneously the whole range of components foimd in unfractionated ex- 
tracts of minced muscles, at various pH A^alues and ionic strengths (7-10). 
As many as eleven components have been described in such e-xtracts. The 
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exact relationships existing between these components and the classical 
muscle proteins have not been established. 

Our present communication is concerned with the electrophoretic and 
ultracentrifugal patterns obtained from extracts of muscles made ivithin 
the 1st week after excision of the tissues. The results are offered as a sug- 
gestion to other investigators that protein solutions obtained by mild ex- 
traction may have a r61e in the further development of the study of muscle. 
Preliminary reports have been published (11, 12). 

Methods 

In order to remove blood from the tissues, our animals, which in all 
cases have been rabbits, were exsanguinated. Oxygenated Ringer-Loeke 
solution is infused through a cannula, placed in the jugular vein, at the 
same rate the blood is vdthdrami from the carotid artery. In this waj’’, 
almost all of the blood (96 to 98 per cent) ma}’’ be washed out before the 
heart fails. 

Two distinct types of striated muscle fibers exist. One type contains 
myoglobin and is red in color; a second type lacks this pigment and is 
nearly white. A few muscles consist exclusively of one or the other type; 
most muscles contain mixtures of the two. The differences in color are 
accentuated after nearly total exsanguination. We ha\'c used deep red mus- 
cles, such as soleus, semitendinosus, and vastus intermedins, and nearty 
white muscles, such as adductor longus and brevis and adductor magnus. 
Myoglobin may be quantitatively extracted from whole red muscles, form- 
ing a wine-red solution. "Viniite muscle extracts are practically colorless. 

The separate muscles were carefully removed and transferred to weighing 
bottles ndth ground glass covers. The bottles were partly immersed in a 
bath of carbon dioxide snow and alcohol until the tissues were solidl.y 
frozen. The bottles were then removed, dried, and weighed. After being 
thawed, the muscles were transferred to small flasks to which were added 
0.4 M potassium phosphate buffer solutions at pH 7.6. From 1 to 2 cc. of 
solution was added per gm. of muscle, the exact volume being known in 
each case. Extraction proceeded in the cold room at 0°. For many days, 
such buffer solutions remove only elements of the m 3 mgen complex, in- 
cluding myoglobin. In order to remove mimsin as well, sodium p 3 'Tophos- 
phate was added in the amount of 500 mg. per cent. 

In preparation for electrophoresis, the solutions were poured off, centri- 
fuged once to remove tissue ddbris, and usually dialyzed against 0.1 m 
potassium phosphate buffer solution at pH 7.6. In a few cases, 0.05 m 
buffers have been used, but they were not satisfactory, since myosin par- 
tially precipitates. All extractions and dialyses were carried out without 
adding calcium or magnesium salts. Total protein in the dialyzed extracts 
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was determined by a refractometer. Viscosity measurements were made 
on the same dialyzed extracts. PjTophosphate, added to extract myosin, 
was reduced to very low concentration (<3 mg. per cent) during diatysis. 
Electrophoretic determinations were made at 0°. They were carried out 
at Upsala with the Philpot-Svensson modification of the Tisehus technique. 
The sedimentation diagrams were also obtained at Upsala with the Sved- 
berg ultracentrifuge. 


Residts 

Electrophoretic Patterns — It was our original expectation that 0.4 m po- 
tassium phosphate buffer solutions would be able to extract myosin readil}’^ 
from whole muscles, since the 3 '’ are able to dissolve this protein after its 
extraction. Such was not the case. The viscosity of the extracts was 
only slightly higher than that of their corresponding buffers. The addition 
of actin caused no rise in rdscosit}'; neither did adenosine triphosphate re- 
duce it. Electrophoretic patterns were simple, showing no component 
which could be identified as myosin. In white muscle extracts, only two 
components, A and D, were -visible. In red muscle extracts, three com- 
ponents could be seen, A, B, and D. Examples of both patterns are shown 
in Fig. 1, Section I. These same components, in lower concentration, 
could be extracted by distilled water, and must be considered fractions of 
the myogen complex. In 0.4 m phosphate buffer solutions, the protein ex- 
tracted within the 1st week amounts to appro.ximate]y 1 per cent of the 
wet weight of the muscle. The percentages varj”^ between 0.6 and 1.6. 

It thus became clear that there is a structural factor in the solubility of 
muscle proteins. Solutions which readily extract mj'-osin after the struc- 
tural disintegration of the tissue are unable to dissolve it -Bithin the whole 
muscle mass. Dr. Hans Hoch suggested the use of adenosine triphosphate, 
on the hypothesis that it might dissolve the link between myosin and actin 
within the fibrils, just as it does in actomj^osin solutions. Mj-osin might 
thus be set free to diffuse from the muscle. Since adenosine triphosphate 
would have been quicklj^ split by muscle adenosinetriphosphatase, we de- 
cided to malre use of the discover^’- of Straub (13) that p 3 ’Tophosphate, 
alone among inorganic phosphates, can exert an adenosine triphosphate- 
like activity, at temperatures at or near 0°, without being broken down by 
enzyme action. 

Accordingly w'e began to add sodium p 3 Tophosphate to some of our ex- 
tracting solutions, in the same concentration which Straub ori^nall 3 ’- used. 
Such e.xtracts were much more ^^scous and lugher in protein content than 
those obtained without the use of pyrophosphate. Addition of adenosin^ 
triphosphate gave no significant change in ■siscosit 3 ', indicating the absence 
of actomyosin. The addition of actin solution, on the other hand, caused 



408 


ANALYSIS OF MUSCLE PKOTEIN 


a considerable rise in viscosity, which disappeared when adenosine triphos- 
phate was applied. It now seemed certain that p 3 ’Topliosphato is indeed 
able to dissolve the link between actin and myosin, so that the latter can 
diffuse. 
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Fig. 1. Influence of pyrophosphate upon e.xtraction of protein from skeletal mus- 
cles. In Section I are shown tj^pical electrophoretic patterns secured from extracts 
of whole muscles, both white and red, made with 0.4 si potassium phosphate buffers 
at pH 7.6. In Section II are shown the patterns secured from similar extracts made 
with the addition of 500 mg. per cent of sodium pyrophosphate to the phosphate 
buffers. For further description see the text. 

Electrophoretic analysis confirmed this conclusion. The patterns took 
the forms shotvn in Section II of Fig. 1. In extracts of white muscle, two 
new components, B and C, appeared. In red muscle extracts, a C compo- 
nent also appeared, vdth little or no change in the B component. We 
have retouched the plate in the ascending limb of the red muscle pattern, 
using dots to outline those portions of the pattern which were obscured by 
myoglobin. Complete photographs of the rest of the red muscle patterns 
were obtained by exposing the obscured areas much longer than the rest 
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of the record. The red color e-xtends to the top of the B compofient, which 
is thus identified as m 3 ’'oglobin. 

Table I presents a summar}’' of mobilities calculated for both ascending 
and descending limbs in fifteen experiments. The two limbs gave nearly 


Table I 


Electrophoretic Mobilities of Proteins Extracted from Whole Muscles in Phosphate 

Buffers at pH 7.6 


Averages 

j Mobility X 10* 

Component A 

Component B 

j Component G 

Component D 

15 experiments 

Ascending 

1.90 


3.61 

5.92 



!(1.6&-2.26) 

(2.59-3.10) 

(3.33-3.86) 

(4.51-7.49) 


Descending 

1.90 

2.76 

3.39 

6.00 



(1.42-2.36) 

(2.45-3.01) 

(3.10-3.74) 

(4.81-6.95) 

In 0.10 M K phosphate 

11 experiments 

Ascending 

' 1.92 

2.80 

3.66 

5.64 



(1.75-2.26); 

(2.59-3.10) 

(3.33-3.86) 

(4.51-6.12) 


Descending 

1.94 ; 

2.79 

3.39 

6.67 



(1.42-2.36); 

(2.45-3.01) 

(3.10-3.74) 

(4.81-6.16) 

2 white muscles 

Ascending 

1.8S 1 

i 


5.01 



(1.87-1.90) 



(4.51-5.62) 


Descending 

2.20 1 



6.08 



(2.04-2.36); 

i 


(6.01-6.16) 

4 white muscles + 

Ascending 

1.92 

2.83 

3.69 

5.70 

pyrophosphate 


(1.75-2.26) 

(2.62-3.10) 

(3.33-3.86) 

(5.25-6.12) 


Descending 

1.83 

2.89 

3.31 

5.43 



(1.42-2.18) 

(2.77-3.01) 

(3.22-3.42) 

(4.81-6.15) 

1 red muscle 

Ascending 

1.96 

2.59 


! 5.85 


Descending 

2.01 

2.95 


4.96 

2 red muscles + i 

Ascending 

1.90 

2.85 

3.44 

5.77 

pyrophosphate 


(1.88-1.93) 

(2.72-2.98) 

(3.42-3.47) 

(5.65-5.90) 


Descending 

« 




1 heart muscle 

Ascending 

1.94 


3.76 

5.90 


Descending 

1.99 


! 3.74 

6.06 

1 heart muscle + 

Ascending 

1.91 


3.42 

5.90 

pyrophosphate 

Descending 

2.09 


3.61 

6.14 


* No readings made. 


the same mobilities. Nine e.xtracts were derived from white muscle, four 
from red muscle, and two from heart. In four of the e.xperiments, 0.05 sr 
potassium phosphate buffers were used, in eleven, 0.10 m buffers, all at 
pH 7.6. 

Components A and D gave mobilities which were nearly the same for all 
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three types of muscle. Similarl3’-, Component B had nearly' the same mo- 
bility in both red and white muscle extracts. It is readilj'' extracted from 
red muscles bj'- phosphate buffers and is not notably increased in concen- 
tration by the addition of pyrophosphate. In extracts of white muscle, it 
appears onl3'' when pyrophosphate is used and is colorless. We cannot as 
yet identify it. Conceivably it is globin, not united with a colored pros- 
thetic group. 

Component C, in extracts of both red and white muscles, appears onl3' 
when pyrophosphate has been added to the extracting solutions. Its beha- 
vior is characteristic of a viscous protein. 

In order to establish the identity of Component C, we resorted to elec- 
trophoretic fractionation. In several tests vith white muscle extracts, we 
have been able to separate Components B, C, and D from Component A. 
In the separated fraction, in which Component C comprised about 70 per 
cent of the protein present, the solution gave positive tests for m3’-osin. In 
one longer fractionation of a red muscle extract, we liave been able to 
separate Component C from all others, continuing electrophoresis until the 
fast component, D, had completely left the cell. The solution containing 
only Component C gave a positive test for myosin. Actom3’’osin could 
not be detected. 

Our information concerning heart muscle extracts is incomplete. M3’'o- 
globin is present in heart muscle and is readily e.xtracted, but we have not 
been able to identify it in the electrophoretic pattern or determine its 
mobilit3^. A component with the mobilit3’’ of myosin appeared in the one 
experiment in which no pyrophosphate had been added. In the compan- 
ion run, in which extraction was made noth the aid of p3’Tophosphate, tin's 
component became more prominent. We ha^^e accepted it as a C compon- 
ent, Tentatively, we may conclude that m3’'osin is not strongly linlced vath 
actin in heart muscle, and hence is in part dislodged vithout the aid of 
pyrophosphate. 

Our electrophoretic patterns do not give information concerning the rela- 
tive amounts of the various components originall3'’ present in the muscle. 
They merely disclose the proportions present at a particular time as de- 
rived by the mild extraction teclmique. 

Sedimentation Diagrams — We have obtained a few tests of extracts by 
the ultracentrifuge in Upsala. In Fig. 2, the results obtained with two 
extracts of wliite muscle are presented, one made vdth 0.4 m potassium 
phosphate buffer alone (pH 7.0), the other with the same buffer after ad- 
dition of pyrophosphate. In the second diagram, myosin appeared as a 
sharply defined boundary which retained its discrete character throughout 
the whole run. The observations support our other results in demonstrat- 
ing the ability of pyrophosphate to extract myosin from the whole muscle. 
The sedimentation constant of myosin at infinite dilution, calculated from 
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two rans wth red muscle extract, was 7.4 S. In this experiment, the slope 
of the s-c curve was determined bj'" two readings; the value of S 20 was 6.49 
when the total protein concentration was 0.33 per cent, and 5.53 when it 
was 0.67 per cent. In a determination on a white muscle extract, the S 20 
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SEDIMENTATION DIAGRAM OF WHITE MUSCLE EXTRACTS 


Fig. 2. The ordinates are the derivatives of protein concentration (c) vrith respect 
to the distance from the axis of rotation (x in cm,). The abscissae are the distances 
from the axis of rotation fx in cm.), s values are sedimentation constants in 
Svedberg units. 


value was 4.5 when the total protein concentration was 1.32 per cent, and 
6.04 when the total protein concentration was 0.43 per cent. The sjo value 
at infinite dilution in this second case was calculated to be 6.8. Available 
data are not sufficient to give a precise determination of the s value at in- 
finite dilution. The two figures are in fair agreement with the value of 7.2 
S, recently determined for myosin extracted from minced muscles by 
Snelhnan and Erdos (14). 





412 


analysis of MVSCLF PnOTFlN 


DISCUSSION 

These observations establish the validitj^ of mild extraction as a proce- 
dure adapted to the removal of some of the protein from wliolc muscles 
after they have been frozen and thawed. It is not surprising that myo- 
globin, with molecular weight of 17,200 (15), should readily diffuse from 
the muscle mass. It was less to be c.vpected that larger in 3 'ogen fractions 
with molecular weights from 80,000 to 150,000 (IG, 17) would also diffuse. 
The diffusion of the structural proteins seemed even loss probable. Esti- 
mates of the molecular weight of mj’-osin in the literature range from 
1,000,000 to 4,000,000 (4, 14, IS). If so large a molecule were globular, its 
diffusion through the muscle mass might indeed bo impossible. Molecules 
of the structural proteins, however, arc long thin fibers (19), whose form 
may permit them to move slowl}’- through the membranes and other bar- 
riers witliin the tissues. Certainlj'' our e.xperimcntal evidence demon- 
strates that appreciable fractions of mimsin can diffuse out of the whole 
muscle after its union with actin witliin the fibrils has been broken by 
pyrophosphate. 

It is hazardous to attempt to relate the four components described here 
with the more numerous family of elevations seen by Dubuisson and his 
colleagues (7-10). We agree with Jacob (10) that the fastest component 
in muscle extracts, his h and our Component D, is possibly the myoalbu- 
min of Bate-Smith (2). Beyond tliis tentative identification we are not 
able to go at this time. Jacob has not been able to identify m^msin. 
Neither has he identified myoglobin, which is clearly evident in our red 
muscle patterns. After some hours, our slow component. A, usually begins 
to split into two or three subfractions. The mobilities of this component 
and its fractions do not correspond with those of the slower elements of 
Jacob’s patterns. Further correlation of our results vnth his is not at 
present possible. 

SUMMAEY 

1. An electrophoretic and ultracentrifugal study has been made of the 
proteins found in extracts of whole skeletal muscle, both red and white, 
and of heart muscle, taken from e.xsanguinated rabbits. The e.xtracts have 
been secured in the 1st week after the application of various solutions to 
the tissues, which were frozen and thawed immediately after dissection. It 
is suggested that the procedure be called “mild extraction.” The total 
protein extracted is about 1 per cent of the wet weight of the muscle. 

2. Considerable amounts of the myogen comple.x have been removed 
within the 1st week by extraction with distilled water or mth 0.4 M potas- 
sium phosphate buffer solutions at pH 7.6. Extraction proceeded at 0°. 
Several myogen components, A and D in white muscle extracts, and A, B 
(myoglobin), and D in red muscle extracts, have been detected in the elec- 
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trophoretic patterns and show characteristic mobilities, on the average 
nearly the same in both tj’pes of muscle. Components with similar mobili- 
ties have been obsen'^ed in heart muscle. 

3. The phosphate buffer solutions, which readily extract myosin from 
minced or homogenized tissue, did not remove it from carefully dissected 
whole skeletal muscles. A structural factor in the solubility of muscle 
proteins has thus been disclosed. In order to extract myosin, sodium py- 
rophosphate has been added in a concentration of 500 mg. per cent. This 
salt appears to break the link between actin and myosin in the fibrils so 
that the latter protein is free to diffuse. 

4. The presence of myosin, in the e.xtracts of red, white, and heart 
muscles, made with pjwophosphate, is demonstrated by (a) a considerable 
viscosity, increased by the addition of actin, and later diminished by the 
addition of adenosine triphosphate, (6) the appearance of a sharply defined 
elevation, Component C, in the electrophoretic patterns, and (c) the ap- 
pearance of an equallj'' sharply defined boundarj' in the ultracentrifuge 
sedimentation diagrams. 

We wish to acknowledge, vith great appreciation, the many courtesies 
shown to us m the Upsala laboratories by Dr. Ame Tiselius, Dr. The Sved- 
berg. Dr. Kai 0. Pedersen, and members of their staffs, 
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Work in this iaboratoi^" has demonstrated that esterification of inorganic 
phosphate accompanies passage of electrons from dihj’-drodiphosphopyri- 
dine nucleotide (DPNH;) to oxygen in preparations of rat liver which 
consist largely of mitochondria (large granules) (1, 2 ). The esterification 
reaction was followed by measurement of the degree of incorporation of 
inorganic phosphate labeled with P’" into the esterified phosphate fraction 
(easily hydrolyzable groups of adenosine triphosphate (ATP)). The iso- 
topic technique was used because the enzyme preparations did not contain 
the transphosphor3'-lases necessai^* to cause phosphorjdation of secondarj' 
acceptors such as glucose, creatine, etc., b}’’ the ATP generated during the 
course of the oxidative phosphory^Iation. Measurements of this t3’pe, 
however, did not lend themselves readil}' to determination of the P :0 
ratio (moles of inorganic phosphate esterified to atoms of oxygen taken 
up) for reasons already discussed (1). 

After the properties of the sj’^stem had been more thoroughlj’- estab- 
lished by the use of the tracer technique, it was found possible to measure 
the P :0 ratio of this o.xidation in non-isotopic e.\periments b3' using rela- 
tively high concentrations of adenosine diphosphate (ADP) or muscle 
adenylic acid (AiMP) as phosphate acceptors. Under these circumstances 
disappearance of inorganic phosphate from the medium could be readil3' 
measured for calculation of P :0 ratios. This paper deals mth the P :0 
ratios obserr’^ed during the DPN-linked oxidation of /5-h3’^dro.x3Lut5'rate 
to acetoacetate in the same t3qje of enz3me preparation used in the pre- 
rious study (2). Since the acetoacetate formed in this reaction does not 
imdergo further o.xidation, the observed phosphate e.xchanges ma3’’ be at- 
tributed solely to electron transport between /S-h3'dro.x\'^but3aate and 0x3'- 
gen, and, further, since no phosphor3dation has been obseix'ed during the 
interaction of substrate with DPN, it is probable that all the phosphate 
exchanges observed occur onh' on electron transport between DPNH; and 
oxygen (2). 

* This investigation was supported by grants from the American Cancer Society 
(recommended by the Committee on Growth of the National Research Council) and 
from the Nutrition Foundation, Inc. 
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PUOSPHORYLATION AND ELECTRON TRANSPORT 


EXPERIMENTAL 

Preparations — The muscle adenylic acid used ivas prepared according to 
Kerr (3) and recryslallized from water several times. In addition the 
preparation marketed by the Ernst BischolT Company, Inc. (My-B-den) 
was found to be entirely adequate for these studies. Tiie ATP employed 
was a commercial preparation (Armour), Tlie adenosine diphospliate 
(ADP) was prepared from ATP by an unpublished method utilizing the 
hexokinase reaction for removal of the third phosphate group. The prep- 
aration contained 13 per cent ATP but this type of impurity liad no 
bearing on the usefulness of the preparation in this work. 

Methods — ^Acetoacetate was determined colorimetrically as acetone by 
the method of Greenberg and Lester (4), following decarbo.xylation by 
incubation of aliquots of the trichloroacetic acid filtrates with aniline 
hydrochloride under properly standardized conditions. Inorganic and 
acid-labile P (A7P) were determined by the standard Fiske-Subbarow 
method. The determination of inorganic p 3 ’-rophosphatc used was based 
on the method of Jones (5). Although the specificitj’’ and accuracy of the 
method were not extensively explored, it was found to give reasonably 
accurate recoveries and appeared to be completely specific for inorganic 
pyrophosphate in the trichloroacetic acid filtrates of the reaction media 
under study. An aliquot of a trichloroacetic acid filtrate containing at 
least 1.0 fxu of inorganic pyrophosphate was brought to pH 4.0 to 4.2 
as nearly as possible with NaOH, with pH test paper. The volume was 
then made to 5.0 ml. with water. To this ivere added 5.0 ml. of 0.1 m 
acetate buffer, pH 4.1, 0.50 ml. of 10 per cent MnCl2’4H20, and 0.7 ml. of 
acetone, and the contents mixed. The pH w'as adjusted to 4.1 (glass 
electrode) if necessary. At this point a turbidity due to precipitation of 
manganous pyrophosphate was observed in tubes containing more than 2 
fiM. Smaller amounts of pyrophosphate caused formation of turbidity on 
standing. The tubes were allow^ed to stand at room temperature over- 
night. They ivere then centrifuged and the supernatant discarded. The 
precipitated manganous pyrophosphate packed fiimly and little difficult 5 '- 
was experienced due to losses of precipitate during decantation. The resi- 
due was w^ashed with 2.5 ml. of 1 per cent MnCl 2 *41-120 (prepared bj'- dilu- 
tion from the stock 10 percent solution used above), recentrifuged, and the 
wash solution decanted and drained off as completely as possible. The 
residue was then dissolved in 0.1 N HCl and made to a convenient volume, 
an aliquot of which was used for determination of A7P. In the range from 
1.0 to 15 /m of pyrophosphate (2 to 30 jj.u of A7P) recovery from pure solu- 
tion or from trichloroacetic acid filtrates of actual reaction media was ex- 
cellent. At the lower level recovery was within 10 per cent; at the higher 
levels, within 2 to 3 per cent. Under these conditions, 15 mm of ATP, 15 
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^M of muscle aden3'lic acid, 8 of DPN, or 28 /im of inorganic orthophos- 
phate added to trichloroacetic acid filtrates gave absolutely no turbidity 
nor did they cause interference in the recovery of known amounts of 
pjTophosphate. In this study the method has also been used in the separa- 
tion of inorganic pyrophosphate from a mixture of ATP, ADP, inorganic 
orthophosphate, and DPN for determination of radioactivity in experi- 
ments in w'hich inorganic orthophosphate labeled with P^" was used as a 
tracer. Inorganic pyrophosphate was separated from the filtrate as de- 
scribed above. It was then redissolved in 0.1 x HCl, brought to pH 4.1, 
and reprecipitated from this medium with hln"^ and washed. The pre- 
cipitation was repeated a second time to yield a fraction essentially free of 
contaminating radioactive materials. Radioactivity measurements were 
performed as described before (2). 

The enzyme preparations were made as described before (6) ; the washed 
residue was taken up in cold 0.15 m KCl. Suspensions of purified mito- 
chondria (2, 7) were not used in the efficiency measurements, because 
it was feared that the lengthy procedure necessary might cause some in- 
activation of phosphorylating activity. Since maximum activity was re- 
quired, the shorter procedure, although it 3'ields preparations containing 
nuclei and er3rthroc3i:es as well as mitochondria, appeared to be most 
practical. 


Resnlls 

In a system composed of rat liver eDZ3mie, j8-hydroxybutyrate, DPN, 
Mg"^, c3^ochromec, inorganic phosphate, either adenyh’c acid or adenosine 
diphosphate, and air as gas phase, inorganic phosphate disappears from the 
medium as the substrate is oxidized to acetoacetate and there is an accumu- 
lation of acid-labile P (7 minutes hydrolysis in 1 n H2SO4 at 100°) cor- 
responding in amoimt to the inorganic phosphate lost. If 0.02 m sodium 
fluoride is present, the disappearance of inorganic phosphate is much 
greater. These basic findings are presented in Table I. Furthermore, 
it is clear from the data that in the absence of substrate there is no sig- 
nificant uptake of oxygen, and instead of a decrease of inorganic phosphate 
there is an increase due to hydrolysis of the adenine nucleotides. The 
data on oxygen uptake and acetoacetate formation agree very well, as in 
the previous study (2). The addition of DPN is absolutely necessary to 
demonstrate oxidation of /8-bydroxybutyrate in this type of e.xperiment. 
Although the fresh enzyme preparation contains a suboptimal amount of 
DPN, this appears to be completely destroyed b3’- enzymatic action during 
the 5 minute equilibration at 30°. 

The P:0 ratios calculated from this type of e-xperiment are about 1.0 
in the presence of fluoride and about 0.4 to 0.6 in the absence of fluoride. 
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Since some liberation of inoi'ganic pliospliafc from adenine nucleotide 
occurred even in the presence of fluoride, it ai)j)carcd logical fo expect 
that the true P:0 ratio of the oxidafion mighi he significanlly greater (lian 
1 . 0 . 

It was soon appreciated that another factor operated against dolcr- 
mination of the maximum P:0 ratio of the oxidation under the.'Jo conditions. 

Taju.c I 

Net Removal of Inorganie Phosphate Coupled to Oridalinn of ^-J! ydroxghuturalr 

to Accloacctntc 

The main compartment of the Warburg ve.‘wcl.s oonlained 0.10 ml. of MgCl; 
(0.005 m),* 0.10 ml. of glj'cylglycinc buffer, plF 7.-15 (0.02 .m), 0.10 ml. of cytochrome 
c (1.5 X 10“^ m), 0.40 ml. of inorganic ortliophoKphatc (0.005 m), 0.20 ml. of mu.‘;clc 
adenylate (0.004 m) or ADP (0.003 .m), 0.10 ml. of 4f-p-hydro.xybutyratc (0.02 m) 
(or HjO, as indicated), 0.10 ml. of DPX (0.0005 ^r), and 0.20 ml. of NaP (0.02 m) or 
water as indicated. The enzyme suspension, 0.50 ml., was placed in the side arm 
and tipped in after a 5 minute temperature equilibration period at 30°. The total 
volume was made to 2.00 ml. with II;0. Tlio reaction wn.s .stopped at zero time 
(end of equilibration period) or at 15 minutes by addition of trichloroacetic acid. 






1 

; j 



1 


t 

1 

V 

rt 

Flask 

No. 

Sub- 
j stratc 

P acceptor 

NaF 

Time 

i O’ 

, uptake 

Aceto- 1 
1 acetate | 
formed | 

llnorK-anic 
' P 

1 

A7P 

P 

0 


o 

I.J 

rt 

o 

it 

i 

1 



! 

1 

mm. 

Piicro* 

ohms 


pW 

plf 




1 

+ 

AMP 

- 

0 


0.00 

11.3 





2 

4- 

tt 

- 

15 

3.50 

3.40 

9.55 1 

3.82 i 

0.49 

0.51 

3 


it 

— 

15 

0.18 

0.10 

13.6 



1 


4 

+ 

a 

+ 

0 


0.00 

11.3 ! 

0.10 

1 

i 


5 

+ 

ft 

+ 

15 

3.30 

3.40 

7.55 

3.82 

l.OS 

1. 

10 

6 

— 

<1 

-t- 

15 

0.13 

0.10 

12.5 

0.00 




7 

+ 

ADP 

-f- 

0 

i 

0.10 

11.4 

5.20 




8 

+ 

(( 

+ 

15 

3.28 

3.15 

8.29 i 

8.22 

0.94 

1.02 

9 


(t 

+ 

15 

0.18 

0.10 

12.9 

3.10 

1 

1 

I 

1 

1 



* The figures in parentheses indicate the final concentration of each component 
in complete reaction medium. This notation is used in all tables. 


Previous work had sho^vn that incubation of the enzyme preparation by 
itself at 30° for short periods caused inactivation of the phosphorjdation 
reaction without significant loss of oxidative activity (2). In the type 
of experiment described in Table I, the enzyme preparation was kept in 
the side arm for 5 minutes at 30° (the temperature equilibration period) 
before addition to the main compartment. It was found that this treat- 
ment caused great losses in phosphorylating ability. The temperature 
equilibration period is of course necessary for accurate manometric deter- 
mination of oxygen taken up. 
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Since the amount of oxj^gen taken up is stoichiometricalty related to 
acetoacetatc formed during the oxidation (1 microatom of oxj’-gen — 
1 fiM of acetoacetate), it is possible to conduct measurements of the P;0 
ratio ivithout manometric measurements of oxj'gen uptake simph-^ by 
colorimetric determination of acetoacetate formed and inorganic phosphate 
taken up. In Table I it is seen that the ratio of P to acetoacetate is equiv- 
alent to the P;0 ratio. Under these circumstances the complication of 
the equilibration period can be avoided, since rigid temperature control is 
not necessar}\ This approach has a second advantage in that the colori- 
metric determination of acetone by the modification of the method of Green- 
berg and Lester (4) is far more sensitive and accurate than manometric 
measurement of oxygen uptake when relatively small oxidative changes 
occur. As will be seen, the P:0 ratio of the oxidation decreases udth 
time. Obviously, measurement in the first few minutes will give more 
nearly maximum ratios. Over these short periods manometric measure- 
ments of oxj'gen uptake, even imder the best conditions, are subject to 
relatively much larger errors than is the colorimetric estimation of ace- 
toacetate. 

By means of this technique measurements of the P'.O ratios were carried 
out as follows: Ice-cold enzjTne was added directly to the main compart- 
ment of the Warburg vessel with all necessar}' components already present 
and with trichloroacetic acid in the side aim. The vessel was immediately 
attached to the manometer and placed in the bath (25-30°) . N o manomet- 
lic readings were taken. The o.ridation was terminated by tipping the 
trichloroacetic acid into the main compartment. The filtrates were then 
analyzed for phosphate exchange and formation of acetoacetate. 

With this approach it was possible to measure P:0 ratios during reac- 
tion periods as short as 2 to 3 minutes. Although there was no rigid 
temperature control over at least the shorter reaction periods, the P:0 
ratio does not necessarily depend on temperature, although it is possible 
that the pm-ely oxidative and the purely phosphoi^dative reactions may 
have somewhat different temperature coefficients. 

With this approach a large number of determinations have been carried 
out. Each enzjme preparation was tested over several different time 
inteiwals. In Table II are shown the data collected from five consecutive 
enzjTue preparations from a total of twelve tested. It is quite clear from 
the data that the P:0 ratio of the oxidation -measured under these condi- 
tions is significantlj’^ higher than the figure of 1.0 obtained by the tjq)e of 
experiment outlined in Table I. Also, it is obrtous that phosphorjdating 
ability declines with time, as has been obsenmd in the tracer e.xperiments. 
All of the ratios obser\md in the experiments listed in Table II are suf- 
ficiently greater than unity to allow the conclusion that probably at least 
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TAni.c II 

Ratio of Inorganic Phosphate Estcrificd to Acctoacclair I'ormrd during Oridnlion 

of p-IIydroxyhxilyralc 

The vesseJs contained 0.10 ml. of MgCh (0.005 Af), 0.10 ml. of ('lycylf'lycino huP 
fer, pH 7.40 (0.02 m), 0.10 ml. of cytochrome c (1.5 X 10~® m), 0.10 ml. of 
droxybutyrate (0.02 m), 0.10 ml. of DPN (0.0002 .m), 0.20 ml. of NnF (0.02 m), 0.40 
ml. of inorganic phosphate, 0.40 ml. of adenylate (0.003 to O.OO.'i .m). Tlio ice-cold 
enzyme suspension, 0.50 ml., was added last to tlie othcrvvi.se complete medium 
(total volume, including enzyme, made up to 2.0 ml. with II;0) at timed inter- 
vals. Each vessel was immediately placed in a hath at 2.5° or .30°. Tlio reaction was 
stopped by addition of 0.30 ml. of 20 per cent trichloroacetic acid from the side 
arm at the times stated. 
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2 molecules of inorganic phosphate are esterified for each pair of electrons 
passing from substrate to oxygen. In this series, five individual measure- 
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meats M'ere greater than 2.0. Each of these represented measurements 
made near the beginning of the reaction, when the system would be ex- 
pected to have maximum phosphorjdating ability. Although the measure- 
ments of acetone and inorganic phosphate are least accurate at the be- 
ginning of the reaction for ob^nous reasons, the average error in the P:0 
ratio is probably no greater than ±10 per cent. These five values derive 
more significance, however, when it is considered that none of the values 



Fig. 1. Hate of phosphate uptake coupled to OJadation and rates of dephospho- 
rylation of ATP and AMP. These experiments were arranged as in Table II and 
carried out at 30°. The concentration of AMP in both uptake and dephosphoryla- 
tion experiments was 0.003 ii and that of ATP in the dephosphorylation experiment 
was 0.002 M. Curve A represents the course of uptake of inorganic orthophosphate 
in the actively phosphorylating oxidation. Curve B represents the rate of forma- 
tion of acetoacetate (also in micromoles) during the oxidation. Curve C represents 
the liberation of inorganic orthophosphate from AMP when the substrate for the 
oxidation (^-hj'droxj-butyrate) is omitted, and Curve D the liberation of ortho- 
phosphate from ATP (/3-hydroxy'butyrate omitted). 

recorded has been corrected for the considerable dephosphorylation of 
adenine nucleotides which occurs simultaneously with the phosphorylation 
reaction. 

In order to show the magnitude of such dephosphorylation losses e.x- 
periments have been carried out in which the phosphate axchanges have 
been determined at two time intert^als in a complete sj'stem showing 
aerobic phosphorylation. The same enzyme preparation was used to de- 
termine dephosphorylation losses during the same time intervals by omit- 
ting the substrate. The results of a typical experiment are shown in 
Fig. 1. It will be noted that both the phosphate acceptor (adenylic acid) 
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aiul tlie presumed pliospliorylation product. (ATP) lira .sul)ject to dephos- 
pliorylal.ion. Tlio uncorreefed P:0 nilio of I Ids particular experiment, 
al. 12 minutes was 1.7{). If this figure is corrected upward !)y adding to 
the amount, of inorganic phosphate found to disappear oxiflalively (3.5 
/xm) the amount, of inorganic phosphate lost by depliosphorylation in the 
absence of substrate (tlie average of the loss from .adenylic acid and ATP, 
or 1.05 Ju^t, will suffice for an approximation), then a total of approxi- 
mately 4.55 juM of inorganic phosphate is obtained. The P:0 ratio, with 
this correction, becomes 4.55/1.99 or 2.28 in this particular experiment. 
Although this experiment did not show an uncori-ectcd P:0 r.atio which 
was among the highest found, it docs show the relative magnitude of 
the dephosphorylation loss and the approximate magidtude of the correc- 
tion. The rates of depliosphorylation of ATP and AMP did not differ 
greatly among the dilTercnf. preparations tested. If the P:0 ratios shomi 
in Table II are corrected upward for such depliosphorylation losses, it 
would appear that a significant proportion of the total number of individual 
P:0 ratios observed would be above 2.0. 

Before the general validity of applying such corrections for dephos- 
phorylation losses could be accepted, it was first necessary to c.xamine 
two questions pertaining to interpretation of aerobic phosphorylation 
data. 

The first question, regarding validity of dcphosphoiylation corrections, 
was brought up by Ogston and Smithies (S), u'ho suggested that the 
measurements of ATPase activity in the presence of NaF, conducted by 
Ochoa (9) as part of his work on the efficiency of phosphoiylation, may 
have been complicated by contamination of the ATP sample used nith 
inorganic pjo-ophosphate. They suggested that true ATPase activity was 
actually completely inhibited by fluoride and that the observed formation 
of inorganic phosphate in the presence of fluoride arose not from ATP 
but from inorganic pja’ophosphatc presumed to be present as a contam- 
inant of the ATP sample emplo.i^ed by Ochoa. They quote the observa- 
tion of Lolimann (10) that the hydrolysis of inorganic pyrophosphate is 
not inhibited by fluoride in frog muscle as evidence that fluoride possibly 
did not inhibit inorganic pyrophosphate hj'-drolysis in Ochoa’s axperiments. 
The adenine nucleotides used in the present investigation were found to 
contain at the most onlj’- negligible quantities of inorganic pyrophosphate 
as determined by the rather sensitive and specific method already out- 
lined. Such tests revealed that the samples of ATP used contained at 
the very most onl}'' 2 to 3 per cent of the A7P as inorganic pyrophosphate. 
Also, the effect of fluoride on the rate of dephosphorylation of adenylic 
acid, ATP, and inorganic pyrophosphate by the enzj^me suspension used 
has been determined and is diagrammed in Fig. 2. It can be seen that 
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fluoride inhibited not onlj’ hj'drolysis of ATP and adenylic acid but Avas 
also Iflghly inhibitory' to the hydrolysis of inorganic pyrophosphate. In- 
hibition of purified yeast psTrophosphatase by fluoride has been observed 
by Bailey and Webb (11). It would appear from these considerations 
that orthophosphate liberation from the adenine nucleotide samples used 
is not complicated by the presence of impurities of inorganic pyrophos- 
phate and a selective inhibitory action of fluoride. For these reasons it 
is felt that these particular objections of Ogston and Smithies to correc- 
tion of P;0 ratios for dephosphorylation losses do not apply in this case. 


ATP AMP 


INORGANIC 

PYROPHOSPHATE 



TIME 


Fig. 2. EJEect of 0.02 m NaF on rates of orthophosphate liberation from ATP, 
AMP, and inorganic pyrophosphate. The reaction medium and conditions ivere 
exactly the same as those described in Table II, g-hydroxybutyrate being omitted. 
Concentration of ATP, 0.002 si; AMP, 0.003 m; inorgatuc pyrophosphate, 0.002 
M. Temperature, 30®. 


There is a second point of uncertainty concerning the measurements 
of the P;0 ratio and their interpretation. Cori and Ochoa (12) in un- 
published work foimd that oxidation of glutamate in rat liver dispersions 
caused accumulation of inorganic pyrophosphate. More recently' Cross 
et al. (13) have isolated inorganic pyrophosphate as a phosphorylation 
product after oxidation of Krebs’ cy'cle intermediates by washed rabbit 
liver preparations similar to the rat liver preparations used in this study. 
The mechanism of origin of the inorganic pj'rophosphate during oxidative 
phosphory'lation has not been established. However, it now appears 
tempting to ascribe it to the occurrence of an enzymatic reaction recently' 
discovered by' Komberg in yeast preparations (14). The enzy'me de- 
scribed b5' Komberg cataly'zes the reversible reaction 

(ri DPX + HjP-Oj” ^ ATP 4- nicolinamide mononucleotide 
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Since the equilibrium constant of this reaction is about 0.4 according to 
Kornberg, the reaction could conceivably explain the appearance of in- 
organic pyrophosiDhate in the experiments f[Uotcd if (his enz3'mo is present 
in animal tissues. 

If this reaction docs not occur in the preparations mentioned, the in- 
organic pyrophosphate may arise as an artifact, owing to decomposition 
of a “coenzyme pyrophosphate,” as suggested b^^ Ochoa (0) and Cross 
et aL (13), or it may actually arise as the product of the anhydridization 
of 2 molecules of orthophosphate coupled to the oxidation. In the latter 
case 2 molecules of orthophosphate would di.‘<appcar for onlj’’ one phos- 
phate bond created, whereas if inorganic idiosphatc disappear.? by phos- 
phorylation of adenjdic acid, as has been gencrallj^ assumed, disappearance 
of 1 molecule of orthophosphate is equivalent, to the s^mthesis of one 
phosphate bond. If inorganic pj^phosphale is formed dirccll}’’, the cal- 
culations of thermodynamic efficienc}’’ must nccessarib’’ take this into 
account. It therefore became of interest to determine whether the DPN- 
linked oxidation-phosphoiylation under study caused the formation of 
inorganic pjmophosphate instead of, or in addition to, formation of aden- 
osine polyphosphates. 

By means of the method described for determination of inorganic pyro- 
phosphate, trichloroacetic acid filtrates of media in wliich the o.xidative 
phosphorylation described had taken place were examined for the presence 
of inorganic pyrophosphate. In no case could any accumulation of pyro- 
phosphate be detected. I^nown amounts of inorganic p 3 U’ophosphate were 
readily recovered from such filtrates without an 3 ’’ evidence of interference. 
In a typical large scale experiment it was found that 22.0 fiu of inorganic 
phosphate had disappeared, with the formation of 23.2 /xm of A7P (adenylic 
acid was the phosphate acceptor). No inorganic p 3 'rophosphate could 
be detected in this filtrate, although an addition of 2.0 yxM of inorganic 
pyrophosphate to the filtrate could be recovered to the extent of lOS per 
cent. It would appear that if inorganic p 3 ''rophosphate were formed in 
this experiment the amount was considerably less than 10 per cent of the 
total A7P formed. 

In order to determine more conclusively the role of inorganic pyro- 
phosphate in the DPN-linked oxidation under stud 3 ’’, experiments were 
performed in wliich the oxidative phosphoiylation took place in the pres- 
ence of inorganic orthophosphate labeled with P^' and unlabeled ATP and 
unlabeled inorganic pyrophosphate. Also present in the medium were 
the usual additions: /3-hydroxybutyrate, DPN, Mg'*"’’, cytochrome c, buffer, 
and sodium fluoride. After the reaction had taken place, the trichloro- 
acetic acid filtrate was fractionated to determine to what extent the labeled 
inorganic phosphate had exchanged ivith the acid-labile P of ATP and 
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mth the inorganic p 3 ’Tophosphate. The total amount of the inorganic 
P” incorporated into esterified form -vras determined by measurement of 
radioacti\at 5 ’- remaining in solution after two magnesia precipitations of 
inorganic phosphate, each preceded bj’’ carrier dilution of inorganic P®* 
(2). The amount of P^- incorporated into the inorganic pyrophosphate 
was determined by separation of the inorganic pyrophosphate from another 
aliquot of the original trichloroacetic acid filtrate by precipitation with 
Mn"*^ at pH 4.1. The pyrophosphate salt obtained was redissolved in 

Table III 

Non-Parlicipalion of Inorganic Pyrophosphate in Coupled Phosphorylation 
The reaction vessels contained 0 60 ml. of MgCh (0 005 m), 0 60 ml. of glycyl- 
glycine buffer, pH 7.35 (0 02 ill, 0 60 ml. of cytochrome c {1 5 X 10"' m), 4.80 ml. of 
inorganic phosphate labeled with P” (678,900 counts per minute), 4 80 ml. of ATP, 
0 60 ml. of /3-hydro’cj’butyrate (0.02 m), 0.60 ml. of DPN (0 0005 ii), 2 40 ml. of NaF 
(0 02 ii), 2 40 ml. of inorganic pyrophosphate, and 3 00 ml. of enzyme added directly 
to the medium. Total volume made up with H:0 to 12 0 ml The reactions were 
fixed at zero time and after 12 minutes at 30° by addition of 1 80 ml. of 20 per cent 
trichloroacetic acid. 



Zero time 

After incubation 

Acetoacetate, nsi 

0.00 

16.4 

Inorgamc orthophosphate, jur 

55 2 

54.2 

Total A7P, pif 

6T.2 

64 8 

Inorganic pyrophosphate ATP, pu 

44.4 

39.4 

ATP ATP, by difference, pit 

Specific activity of inorganic orthophosphate, counts per 

22.8 

25.4 

min. per pu P 

12,300 

8120 

% P'= in total esterified P 

0 02 

35 2 

% “ “ inorganic pyrophosphate 

0.29 

l.OS 

Specific activity of inorganic pyrophosphate 
% P*^ in ATP, by difference 

Specific activity of ATP of ATP, by difference 

44.3 

186 

30.6 

8170 


acid and reprecipitated tndce with Mn'*"*'. The reprecipitated pyrophos- 
phate, now essentially free of contaminating radioactive materials, was 
brought into solution in acid and the A7P and radioactivity determined. 

The supernatant of the magnesia-treated aliquot used for determina- 
tion of total esterified P’" w'as then brought to pH 7.0 and the ATP and 
inorganic pyrophosphate precipitated by addition of barium acetate. The 
precipitate w'as washed with 1 per cent barium acetate and then dissolved 
in 0.1 N HCI, and barium was removed as the sulfate by addition of a 
slight excess of ]Sra:S 04 . The filtrate was analyzed for A7P and for radio- 
actmty. 

The complete data of a tj^pical experiment are presented in Table III. 









^I2() IMIOSI’IIOItYLATION AM) ni.f.C'rUO.V TIJA.VSPOIIT 

It will be seen that nceioncelalc was formed during Ihc incubation due to 
oxidation of /3-h3''drox3’’butyrate. At zero time os.sonti.‘ilI.v no inorganic 
P^“ was ijresent in the Mg-soluble fraction or the inorganic j)yropliospiiatc 
fraction, attesting to the completeness of sei)arntion of inorganic phos- 
phate from the fractions. After the J2 minute oxidation period, however, 
a total of 35.2 per cent of the inorganic had been converted into a form 
not precipitable b.y magnesia mixture and therefore i)re.‘'Umabl.v cstcrificd. 
It will be noted that in this particular experiment there was no net up- 
take of inorganic orthopho.si)hate, although considerable exchange had 
taken place. The inorganic pyroj)ho.spha i e remaining at the end of the 
experiment, 88 per cent of that added at the beginning, contained only 
a total of 1.08 per cent of the I”-, probably not a significant amourit of 
incorporation. The specific activity of this fraction was onl.y some 2 
per cent of that of the ATP of ATP. The Mg-soluble, Ba-insoluble frac- 
tion (largelj’^ ATP and ADP and inorganic p\'rophosphatc) contained 89 
per cent of the esterified P^' of which 91 per cent was in the form t)f ATP, 
as already mentioned. Since the inorganic pyrophosphate fraction meas- 
ured separate!}’’ contained esscntiall.v no radioactix'it}’, it maj' be pre- 
sumed that whatever radioacti^'it 3 ’■ was i)re.scnt in the “ATP” fraction 
must have been present in a form other than inorganic p^’rophosphatc. 
Since ATP (or probably a mixture of ATP and ADP) is the only major 
component of this fraction, it must be the component bearing the label. 
The data on specific actiMt}’’ of remaining inorganic orthophosphate and 
the ATP of the ATP show that the P^' was evcnl.y distributed between 
the two fractions, or that complete equilibration had taken place. 

Under the conditions empIo 3 ’’ed in this experiment, then, inorganic 
phosphate does not undergo significant incorporation into inorganic p 3 TO- 
phosphate but does exchange readil}’’ with an esterified form of phosphate 
having the characteristics of the acid-labile groups of ATP. It may bo 
concluded that inorganic p3’’rophosphate is not formed under these ex- 
perimental conditions and that the reaction of Kornberg probabl}'^ docs 
not occur in this system. If it had, it would be e.xpectcd that ATP bear- 
ing P^^ (as a result of aerobic phosphoiylation) would have come into 
equilibrium with inorganic pyrophosphate, since considerable DPN was 
present in this medium. 

Although inorganic pyrophosphate formation has been observed in prep- 
arations of rat liver (12) and rabbit Ihmr (13), it is possible that the en- 
zymes necessary for its generation have been separated from the particu- 
late material used in this stud}’’ by the Avashing procedure emplo3’’ed in 
preparation of the suspension or that the system was inactive under the 
test conditions used. 

The former explanation Avas borne out b}’- other experiments, the results 
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of which ma}' be mentioned briefl 3 ^ A comparison was made between 
the well washed particulate material used in these experiments and a 
crude, unfractionatcd homogenate of rat liver vdth respect to the ability 
of each type of preparation to cause incorporation of inorganic orthophos- 
phate into inorganic pyrophosphate. Conditions were e.xactlj’- as de- 
scribed in Table III. Although the specific activit}' of inorganic pyro- 
phosphate in e.\'periments with well crashed enzyme never exceeded about 
2 per cent of that of the ATP of ATP, when crude homogenates were used 
there was extensive incorporation into pyrophosphate approaching that 
found in the ATP A7P, indicating that whole rat liver homogenate does 
have the abilit}' to fom pjnophosphate. However, other experiments 
revealed that the rate of incorporation of inorganic phosphate into in- 
organic p 3 ''rophosphate in whole rat liver homogenate is considerably lower 
than the rate of incorporation into ATP, suggesting that p 3 nophosphate 
formation is not on the main pathwa 3 ’- of aerobic phosphoi^dation. 

These e.xperiments allow the tentative conclusion that the phosphor 3 "- 
lation process studied involves as the ovei’-all reaction the conversion of 
adenylic acid to ADP or ATP b 3 '’ phosphorylation coupled to the o.xidation 
without the participation of inorganic p 3 nophosphate. For this reason 
it is felt that the P:0 ratios may be legitimately corrected for dephosphor- 
yiation losses due to h 3 ’'drolysls of the adenine nucleotides without com- 
plications arising from a possible participation of inorganic pyrophosphate. 

Although a correction ma 3 ' appear legitimate, its accurate mathematical 
expression is not simple to derive owing to the d 3 Tiamic changes in con- 
centrations of components with time. In any event a significantly large 
proportion of the individual measurements, if corrected b 3 ’’ what seem to 
be reasonable factors, falls above 2, and since the coupled esterification 
appears to be a quantized phenomenon, then a value of 3 might be postu- 
lated for this oxidation, as has been done for other oxidations (9, 13). 

DISCUSSION 

The P:0 ratios observed for the isolated oxidation reaction studied are 
quite comparable to values obtained for Krebs’ C 3 '’cle o.xidations b 3 r Belitzer 
and Tsibakova (15), Ochoa (9), and more recently by Gross ef al. (13). 
Each oxidative step of the Krebs cycle, except the o.xidation of succinate 
to fumarate, appears to cause the esterification of somewhat more than 2 
molecules of orthophosphate. If some correction upward is allowed for 
dephosphorylation losses, the P:0 ratio may be as high as 3.0. 

If the normal electrode potentials of the deh 3 ^drogenase-substrafe sys- 
tem (—0.293 volt at pH 7.0 (16)) and of the oxygen electrode (-f0.81 
volt at pH 7.0 and 0.2 atmosphere of O 2 partial pressure) are used for 
calculation of the maximum free energy change on passage of a pair of 
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electrons from substrate to oxygen, then AF = —nFE — —2 X 23,068 
X (0.29 -\- 0.81) = —50,700 calorics. Since each labile P bond of ATP 
requires at least 12,000 calories for generation, then a maximum of 50,700/ 
12,000 = 4.23 bonds can be formed. The data presented lierc indicate 
an observed yield of two bonds or a measured efficiency of some 47 per 
cent. If correction of the basic data for dcphosj)hoiyIation losses is per- 
missible, the efficiency ma}'’ be correspond ingl}’- higher. For reasons al- 
ready considered (2) it appears probable that all of the obsen'ed phos- 
phoiylation in the aj’^stem studied occurs on passage of electrons from 
DPNH; to oxygen. Since the normal electrode potential of the pyridine 
nucleotide S 5 ’’stem is nearly identical with that of the /3-hydroxybutyrate- 
acetoacetate system (—0.28 volt (17) compared to —0.293 volt (16)), 
the calculations of efficiency alread}’^ given on the basis of the fi-hydvoxy- 
butyrate system as electron donor apply also to the case in wliich the 
DPNHo is regarded as electron donor with onlj' a small error. However, 
it must be emphasized that the P.'O ratios studied have been observed 
^vith the /3-hydrox3’'butyrate system and not with DPNII: as suirstrate. 
Some experiments have been canied out with DPNH: in high concentration 
as substrate in an effort to determine the P:0 ratios directly. How- 
ever, several factors weigh against demonstration of maximum ratios 
under these conditions. Manometric measurement of oxygen uptake is 
necessary in this case and not only is subject to tlic difficulties of enzjmc 
inactivation already described but also becomes rather unwieldy owing 
to the very high rate of oxidation of DPNHa by these preparations. In 
addition, it has already been reported (2) that high concentrations of 
nucleotide are inhibitory to phosphorylation. Tlieoretically it is possible 
for enough energ}’- to be liberated during the interaction of /?-hydroxy- 
butyrate with DPN to cause some phosphorylation, but only near the 
beginning of the oxidation, when the ratio of /3-hydroxybutyrate to aceto- 
acetate is very high and the ratio of DPNHo to DPN is quite low. How- 
ever, as has been mentioned before (2), attempts to demonstrate phos- 
phoiylation during this phase of the over-all oxidation process have met 
with failure. Also, judging from the general pattern of DPN-linked de- 
hydrogenase systems, it appeal’s unlikely from both the mechanistic and 
energetic view-points to expect a phosphorjdation to occur during inter- 
action of /3-hydroxybutyrate with DPN. 

More rigidly controlled experiments to establish the validity, magni- 
tude, and mathematical form of correction for dephosphorylation losses 
have not been attempted. It appears more profitable at this stage in our 
Icnowledge of oxidative phosphorylation to devote research efforts to 
elucidation of basic mechanisms rather than to refinement of efficiency 
measurements. 
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SUMMAKY 

The ratio of moles of morganic phosphate esterified to atoms of oxygen 
taken up during the course of the DPN-Iinked oxidation of ;S-hydroxy- 
butjTate to acetoacetate in washed rat liver preparations has been studied. 
P:0 ratios approaching 2,0 were consistently obsen’^ed. All the phos- 
phorjdation which occurred can probably be attributed to the oxidation 
of DPNHj by molecular ox 3 ’-gen. It appears possible that this value 
should be corrected upward, owing to the fact that both adenjdic acid, 
the phosphate acceptor, and ATP, the presumed phosphorj'lation product, 
undergo dephosphorjdation losses, the magnitude of which has been in- 
dicated. Tracer experiments with P^' showed that inorganic p 3 Tophos- 
phate is not formed as a phosphorjdation product during the course of the 
oxidation in the liver preparations studied. 
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That mammalian blood contains a proteoljdic enzyme was first reported 
by Dastre (1). Reviews of the subsequent literature pertaining to the 
proteoljdic enzyme have been published recently by Christensen and 
MacLeod (2), by Kaplan (3), and by Rocha e Silva and Rimington (4). 

The inactive form of the proteolj’tic enzyme of animal serum has been 
named, by various investigators, “serum tryptogen” (5), “profibrinolysin” 

(6) , and “plasminogen” (2), while the active form has been called “serum 
tryptase,” “fibrinolj^sin,” and “plasmin.” Unfortunately, the term 
“fibrinolysin” was origmally used, and is still used by bacteriologists, to 
denote a factor, elaborated by streptococcal bacteria, which activates 
the serum protease. In this report, we shall use the terms “plasminogen” 
and “plasmin” to refer to the two forms of the enzjme, while “strepto- 
kinase” will refer to the bacterial activator. The term “proenzyme” 
will be used synonymously with “plasminogen.” 

The principal objects of this study were to discover methods for puri- 
fying plasminogen and to elucidate further the properties of both the 
active and inactive forms of the enzyme. Partial purification of the 
enzyme has been reported previously by EdsaU, Ferrj^, and Armstrong 

(7) , by Loomis, George, and Rj^der (6), and by Rocha e Silva and Rim- 
ington (4). We have succeeded in obtaining purification of plasminogen 
by a factor of 136- to 165-fold compared to the original serum. We 
present the following results to provide information to others who may 
wish to attempt further purification of plasminogen. 

Materials and Methods 

Serum — Except where otherwise stated, the serum used in these studies 
was prepared from dried human plasma supplied by the American Red 
Cross. The dried plasma was reconstituted in distilled water plus suffi- 
cient dilute acetic acid to lower the pH to 7.8 to 8.0. Following solution 
of the proteins, the fibrinogen was clotted at 35° by additions of human 

* Supported in part by a grant from the Wisconsin Alumni Research Foundation. 
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or bovine thrombin concentrates. Tlic fil)rin clois were collapsed by 
stirring and removed shortl}’’ after their formation. A final centrifugation 
at approximate!}'' 1500 X g was used to remove (be small shreds of fibrin. 

Streplokinasc — Concentrates of strcptokina.‘''c were prepared by the 
method of Christensen (8), by use of a human group C strain of Strepto- 
coccus hemolylicus (H4GA) kindly supplied to us by Dr, Christensen. 

Casein Solutions — Commercial preparations of casein were found un- 
suitable for assay purposes because of their high content of acid-soluble 
nitrogen. The casein used in this study was j>rccipitatcd from milk at 
pH 4.7. It was dissolved in water plus dilute XaOII and rcprccipitated 
two or more times by addition of dilute IICI. The precipitated protein 
was washed successive!}'' with water, ethanol (95 per cent), and ethyl 
ether, and then dried in vacuo. For use the casein was dissolved in a 
solution of 0.1 iM phosphate, 0,9 per cent NaCl, and sufficient NaOH to 
adjust the solution to pH 7.40. Tlic solution was immomed in boiling 
water for 15 mimitcs, filtered, and the pll readjusted to 7.40. After a 
preliminary nitrogen determination, the solution was diluted to the de- 
sired concentration, usually 5 gm. of casein per 100 ml. of solution. 

Eippuraniide — This compound was prepared and purified by the method 
of Fischer (9). The product melted at 180° (reported, 183°). A micro- 
Kjeldahl determination showed 15.40 per cent nitrogen (thcoiy, 15.73). 
The product gave a negative Nesslcr’s test, which became slightly positive 
in 30 minutes and strongly positive on further standing. 

Phosphate-Saline Buffer — Unless otherwise slated, the plasniinogen 
preparations, streptokinase concentrates, and casein used in enzyme assays 
Avere dissolved in 0.1 ai potassium phosphato-0.9 per cent XaCl solution 
previously adjusted to pH 7.40. When necessary the resulting solutions 
Avere adjusted to pPI 7.40, either by dialysis against an excess of the same 
buffer or by addition of dilute NaOH or dilute acetic acid. 

Determination of Acid-Soluble “Tyrosine” — For this determination the 
method of Heidelbergcr and MaePherson (10), AA'ith minor modifications, 
Avas used. The reducing capacity of each test solution was expressed in 
terms of the equiA^alent amount of pure tyrosine. 

Determination of Proteolytic Activity — An appropriate amount of plas- 
minogen solution AA'as placed in a 25 ml. Erlenmeyer flask, and diluted to 
0.8 ml. Avith phosphate-saline buffer. 0.3 ml. of 5 per cent casein so- 
lution in phosphate-saline buffer and a predetermined excess of strepto- 
kinase concentrate, contained in 0.2 ml., AA'ere added. The mixture Avas 
incubated at 35° for 10 minutes to permit complete activation of the 
plasminogen. 3.7 ml. of 5 per cent casein AA’-ere then added, and the com- 
bination mixed thoroughly, 2 minutes from the time of adding casein, 
an aliquot (2 ml.) was withdraAvn and added to an equal volume of 10 
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per cent trichloroacetic acid. Incubation of the remaining sample was 
continued at 35° for 1 hour, when a second aliquot was withdrawn and 
treated in the same manner. After 20 to 30 minutes the precipitated 
protein was removed b}' filtration through Schleicher and SchuII No. 
576 paper. An appropriate aliquot (usuallj’’ 1 ml.) of each filtrate was 
transferred to a colorimeter tube, diluted to 2 ml. with 5 per cent trichlo- 
roacetic acid, and the acid-soluble tyrosine determined by the procedure 
cited above and by reference to the standard t 3 '^rosine curve. Units of 
acid-soluble tyrosine per complete digest were calculated from the results 
for the 2 and 62 minute aliquots, the increase being taken as a measure 
of the proteoljdiic activity. 

Proteolytic Unit — 1 proteol 5 ’tic unit was arbitrarily taken as that amount 
of enzyme producing an increase of 450 r of acid-soluble tyrosine in a 
medium of 4 per cent casein in 1 hour. 

Nitrogen — The total nitrogen content of impure samples of plasminogen 
was determined by the micro-Kjeldahl procedure. Samples of lower ni- 
trogen content were analyzed by digestion and nesslerization. 

EXPBROIENTAIi 
Preliminary Studies 

Demonstration of Proteolysis — Two preliminaiy experiments were made 
for the purpose of demonstrating tme proteotysis by human plasma or a 
fraction thereof. In Experiment I, 10 ml. of whole plasma were incu- 
bated at 37° with 20 ml. of phosphate-saline buffer and 20 ml. of a strepto- 
kinase preparation. The amount of streptokinase used was adequate to 
cause lysis of a fibiin clot formed from the same quantity of plasma in 4 
to 6 minutes. At the same time a control was run in which phosphate- 
saline buffer was substituted for streptokinase. In Experiment 2, samples 
of “lysin factor” (11, 2), prepared from fresh human senim and from 
the serum of dried and reconstituted plasma, were used as plasminogen 
sources, while casein was added as the substrate. 1 ml. of each tysin 
factor solution was incubated with 1 mi. of streptoldnase concentrate 
for 10 minutes. 12 ml. of 5 per cent casein solution were added to each 
flask and incubation continued at 37°. The acid-soluble tyrosine and 
nitrogen were determined, in both Experiments 1 and 2, after incubation 
for the periods indicated in Table I. 

The results for Experiments 1 and 2 are presented in Table I. It is 
apparent that in Experiment 1, in which whole plasma was used, very 
little proteolj'sis could be detected. Though there was lj’'sis of the fibrin- 
ogen in the test sample (addition of thrombin produced no clot), the ac- 
tive enzyme was apparent^ neutralized quickl 5 '' bj’' the serum inhibitor 
l )• n 'xperiment 2 appreciable proteolysis occurred, as is shown bj' 
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the large increase in both acid-soluble tyrosine and nitrogen. 7'hcsc ex- 
periments demonstrated the necessity of fractionating an original scnim 
before its content of plasminogen can be determined. Usiiall}’’ the original 
activity of a given scrum vas dctei-mincd b}' tlic prejjaration and nssaj" 
of a lysin factor sample, a recovery of fOO per cent of the oivAymc being 
assumed. This assumption seems warranted because of tlie cxlrcmely 
low sohibilit}'^ of the enzyme, under lhc.se condilions, wlien purified frac- 
tions are tested. 

Deter 7 ninolion of Opihnal S^ibslralc Concciilration — Direct proportion- 
alit}’’ between enzyme concentration and t,he elTocf, measured requires 
that the enzyme be saturated wi(.h respect to substrate. Since this pro- 


TAHi.r. I 

Proteolysis by Plastnin before ond after Rrinovnl from Whole Phi'^mn 


Experiment 

No. 

Sample 

Inciib.ition 

lime 

' 

Aci(l*5oIublc 

t>*ro«iinc 

Acid-soluble 

nilrocen 




y i'cr nl. dl^esl 

r-.g. per r-l. 
dignl 

1 

Whole plasma, test 

1 min. 

15.1 

0.051 



25 “ 

10. G 

0.05S 



102 “ 

21. S 

0.050 


“ “ control 

1 •' 

M.O 

0.012 



102 “ 

13.0 

O.OM 

2 

Lysin factor from dried 

1 “ 

59 

0.10 


plasma 

00 “ 

-MO 

O.Sl 



13 hrs. 

091 

1.91 


Lysin factor from fresh 

1 min. 

51 

0.11 


serum 

90 “ 

-152 

O.Sl 



13 hrs. 

775 

1.S5 


portionality is desirable for quantitative assaj’’ of the enzjTne content of 
various fractions, an experiment was conducted to detennine the sub- 
strate (casein) concentration necessaiy for saturation of the enz 3 Tnc. 
Constant amounts of plasminogen and streptokinase wore incubated 30 
minutes at 35° to insure complete activation. At the end of this time, 
casein of constant vohmie but vaiying concentration was added, the 
casein having been diluted with phosphate-saline buffer. The increase 
in acid-soluble tyrosine during 1 hour’s incubation at 35° was then de- 
termined in the usual manner. Tlie first c.xperiment on optimal sub- 
strate concentration was made with casein wliich had been precipitated 
from fresh skim milk and roprecipitated twice. The total volume of 
digesting medium was 7.5 ml. The results, shown graphical^’' in Cuia^e 
1, Fig. 1, were surprising. Concentrations of casein above 1.0 per cent 
caused diminishing amounts of tyrosine to be converted to the acid- 
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soluble condition. Since it appeared possible that these results depended 
upon the presence of inhibitors in the casein preparation, the experiment 
was rerun with casein which had been reprecipitated a total of six times 
after removal from skim milk. The results, shown in Cuiwe 2, Fig. 1, 
confirmed those of the firet trial, in so far as the two e.xpeiiments were 
comparable. The actual magnitudes of the effects in the two experi- 
ments, for a given casein concentration, do not coincide, because two 
different enz 5 Tne preparations w'ere used. The final concentration of 
enzj-me in the firet ex-periment was 1.02 proteolytic units per digest; 
that in the second, 1.25 proteobdic units. Suboptimal amounts of sub- 



Final Casein Concentration (%) 

Fig. 1. Curves for casein substrate concentration. The increases in acid-soluble 
tyrosine are in terms of microgratns per 7.5 ml. of digestion medium. Curve 1 was 
obtained with casein reprecipitated two times; Curve 2, with casein reprecipitated 
six times. 

strate are indicated below the 1.0 per cent casein level. As the substrate 
concentration was increased above 1.4 per cent casein, diminishing amounts 
of tyrosine were converted to the acid-soluble condition. 

Relation between Time and Effect Measured — Since the curves for sub- 
strate concentration indicated possible inhibition b}' the accumulation 
of end-products, time cun'es were run at twm different concentrations of 
casein. Four flasks were set up, each containing 11.3 units of proenzj’me 
and an excess of streptokinase, the total volume in each flask being 13.5 
ml. The flasks were incubated 30 minutes at 35°. 54 ml. of casein were 
then added to each flask. In two flasks, 5 per cent casein was added, 
giving a final concentration of 4 per cent. In the other twm flasks, l.G 
per cent casein was added, gi\ing a final concentration of 1.28 per cent. 
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The flasks -were then incubated at 35°, aliquots being AvitlidraM-n periodic- 
allj^ for determination of acid-soluble t 3 U-osine and nitrogen as described 
previousl 3 ^ The results, calculated on the basis of 7.5 ml. digests, are 
shown in Fig. 2. 33oth acid-soluble to'rosinc and nitrogen continued to 
increase for 4 hours in the medium containing 4 per cent ca.scin. After 
an initiallj^ sloAver rate, the acid-soluble materi.al inci-cased almost linearl}', 
beginning to drop off during the 4th hour. In the medium of 1.28 per 
cent casein, the rate of conversion was higher during the Ist. hour, lait 
began to drop off after digestion for SO to 100 minutes. 



Fig. 2. Time curves for digestion of casein bj’ jilasinin. V'alucs for tyrosine and 
nitrogen are in terms of mg. per 7.5 ml. of digestion medium. Cun’o 1, production 
of acid-soluble tyrosine in 4 per cent casein; Curve 2, production of acid-soluble nitro- 
gen in 4 per cent casein. Curves 3 and 4 correspond respectively to Curves 1 and 2, 
but were obtained in a medium of 1.2S per cent casein. 

A final casein concentration of 4 per cent was chosen for routine assay's. 
Lower levels of substrate offered the possibility of a greater magnitude 
of the effect measured (increase in acid-soluble tyrosine). However, it 
was considered probable that the 4 per cent let^el would give better pro- 
portionality between the units of enzjone eniplo 3 '’ed and the effect meas- 
ured. Furthermore, the range in which this proportionality would apply 
could be expected to be larger at the higher level. 

Proportionality between Enzyyne Concentration and Effect Measured — 
The validity of assuming strict proportionalit 3 ’' between enz 3 ’-me con- 
centration and effect was tested directly. A final concentration of 4 
per cent casein was used, since this concentration had been chosen for 
routine assays. Varying amounts of plasminogen (0.28 to 2.80 units) were 
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activated vath an excess of streptoldnase by incubating at 35° for 30 
minutes, the final volume in each case being 1.5 ml. 6 ml. of 5 per cent 
casein were then added to each flask. The increase in acid-soluble ty- 
rosine during 1 hour was then determined in each case. The results are 
shown in Table II. The error between duplicate flasks was 8.5 per cent 
at the lowest concentration. However, this concentration was never 
used in determining the enzyme content of critical samples. If the 
approximate degree of purification warranted reinvestigation, dilute sam- 
ples were concentrated by (NH 4 ) 2 S 04 precipitation or by isoelectric pre- 


Tabub II 

Relation between Enzyme Concentration and Production of Acid-Soluble 

Tyrosine 


Enzyme per flask 

Increase o£ 
add-EoIuble tyrosine 

Apparent 

P. U. per ml.* 

ml . 

Mai F. V. 

y ptr d-iesi 


0.1 

0.28 

121 

2.69 

0.1 

0.28 

111 

2.47 

0.2 

0.56 

238 

2.65 

0.2 

0.56 

238 

2.65 

0.4 

1.12 

508 

2.82 

0.4 

1.12 

498 

2.76 

0.6 

1.68 


2.81 

0.6 

1.68 

735 

2.72 

0.8 

2.24 


2.80 

0.8 

2.24 


2.80 

1.0 

2.80 

1170 

2.60 

1.0 

2.80 

1173 

2.61 

0.0 

0.00 

0 

0.00 


* Apparent units of plasminogen per ml. of enz3'me solution added. 


cipitation at low ionic strength. The error between duplicates at con- 
centrations from 0.56 to 2.8 units was 0 to 3.25 per cent. The departure 
from strict proportionality between 0.56 and 1.68 units, the range used 
routinely, was 5.1 per cent. 

Purificalion Experiments 

It was suspected at the beginning of tliis study that once the serum 
protease became active it would prove to be unstable. Particularly in 
the presence of inhibitors would this be true, as indicated by the work 
of Christensen and MacLeod (2) and by our preliminaiy studies. No 
attempts were made, therefore, to isolate the activated enzjTne. In fact 
spontaneous activation, encountered occasionallj^ has generally made fur- 







cJSS pkoteolytic enzyme of human sekum 

ther purification from the point of its inception an almost liopeless task. 
Purification of the inactive enzj'me is preferable from another stand- 
point; namely, that the mechanism of activation could then be studied 
more satisfactorily. In the purification experiments to be reported, the 
enzymatic activity per mg. of nitrogen (P. U. per mg. of N) was used as 
the sole criterion for the degree of purification attained. 

Earhj Pwijicalion Results — Soon after the beginning of the present 
stud}’-, we accomplished purification of j)lasminogen by a factor of ap- 
proximately 335-fold, calculated from the original serum. The procedure 
used for this purification included alcohol fractionation, precipitation by 
NanSOd at pH 5.4, adsorption upon and elution from kaolin, fractionation 
in dilute trichloroacetic acid at pH 3.75, and a second adsorption upon and 
elution from kaolin. The o\’'er-all recoveiy of acti\'e material, in the 
purest fraction, was quite low (1.9 per cent), while most of the enzyme 
could be accounted for in impure fractions. Subsequent experiments 
revealed that such a procedure was not reliable, and, further, that plas- 
minogen samples showed inconsistent behavior. In particular, part of 
the enzyme precursor centrifuged upward when precipitated with NajSOi, 
wliile part of it centrifuged downward. Plasminogen showed widely ^’ar- 
iable solubility in the trichloroacetic acid fractionation, and this ap- 
peared to depend upon the previous history of the material used. Some 
fractions were found to give veiy poor results when purification was 
attempted with kaolin as an adsorbent. Such results made it appear 
inadvisable to continue with the same methods of fractionation. 

Alcohol Fractionation — In view of the greater number of variables offered 
by water-ethanol mixtures (12), it was hoped that such s^'stems would 
enable a critical separation of the protcobTic enz 3 'mc of human scrum. 
A large number of alcohol fractionations were perfoimed under the fol- 
lo-vving conditions: While alcohol was being added, and during the sub- 
sequent pei-iod of stirring, the temperature of the Avater-ethanol S 3 ^stem 
for each fractionation was held at the freezing point or not more than 
2° above this temperature. A 49.2 volume per cent solution of ethanol 
was used for establishing the alcohol concentrations. In water systems, 
with no ethanol present, the temperature was routine^'' held at 2-5°. 
The precipitates were removed from suspension b 3 ’- quick centrifugation 
(3 to 5 minutes) at approximately 5000 r.p.m. in a model SS-1 Servall, 
angle head centrifuge. This speed of centrifugation was chosen because 
of the apparently contradictory results, and to allay doubts as to whether 
precipitated proteins were being removed completely. During the high 
speed centrifugations, the temperature of the water-ethanol s 3 '-stems oc- 
casionally rose from 0° to -f 2°. 

The results of extensive efforts to purify plasminogen with water- 
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ethanol mixtures maj'- be summarized as follows; Immediately after pre- 
cipitation from serum, either b3’’ ammonium sulfate or ethanol (at pH 
7.0 or above), the proenzyme appears to possess a very low solubilit}' 
under the following conditions: pH 7.0 to 8.0, ionic strength from 0 to 
0.05, ethanol concentrations of 10 to 15 volumes per cent. Under these 
conditions, considerable total protein precipitates from the primaiy frac- 
tions of serum. Upon further purification, especially by precipitation 
at 0.08 ionic strength and pH 5.3, the proenzjme exhibits a much higher 
soIubilit5’- imder the conditions stated prerdously, and at the same time 
very little, if any, protein is precipitated. Changes in apparent solu- 
bility bj^ factors of several fold have been encountered frequently under 
supposedly fixed conditions but at dififerent stages of purification. We 
have, in one experiment, reversed this change of solubility by comb inin g 
the fractions separated in the isoelectric precipitation. 

The pronounced tendency of plasminogen to precipitate with other 
proteins has, in general, resulted in distribution of the proenzyme into 
every fraction separated, too frequently in proportions similar to those 
in which total protein was distributed. Some increases in purity have 
been obtained, but alwa3’'s with the loss of a large share of the enzyme in 
impure fractions. 

Precipitation by Ammonium Sulfate — Precipitation by ammonium sul- 
fate has not proved to be an effective method for purif3mg plasminogen 
in this laboratory. Our results indicate that a solution of partiall3'- puri- 
fied plasminogen (from human plasma) must be adjusted to approximately 
0.4 saturation with ammonium sulfate to cause essentia^ quantitative 
precipitation, while part of the active material is precipitated at 0.28 
saturation. As the concentration of ammonium sulfate is increased in 
the range between 0.28 and 0.4 saturation, there appears to be no critical 
pomt of precipitation of plasininogen. Attempts to fractionate with this 
reagent have usually resulted in dispersal of plasminogen into several 
fractions, with onis’' minor degrees of purification. We have employed 
ammonium sulfate principall3’' as a reagent for concentrating dilute so- 
lutions of plasminogen. 

Isoelectric Precipitation — ^The e.xperiments to be described here were 
suggested by Christensen's report (8) that the proteol3i;ic enz3Tne could 
be removed from human serum b3" dial3’sis or dilution to low iom'c strength, 
followed b3'’ acidification to pH 5.3. That this precipitate could be puri- 
fied further at pH 5.3 and an ionic strength of 0.08 was indicated b3' the 
work of Edsall, Ferr3q and Armstrong (7). Fre3hl3^ prepared serum was 
dialyzed uith stirring against several changes of distilled water, for periods 
of 10 to 57 hours. Dialysis for the longer periods was applied when a 
large %mlume of serum was involved. This treatment would be expected 
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to give an ionic strength less than 0.001. Tlie dial 3 'zed senim was then 
adjusted to pH 5.3, and the precipitated proteins removed by centrifu- 
gation at 5000 R.p.M. in the Scrvall angle head centrifuge. By this means, 
a purification of 7- to 10-fold was accomplished. The precipitate was 
then subjected to isoelectric precipitation from 0.08 m NaCl as shown in 
the purification diagram. The results of five experiments (A to E), in 
which this procedure was used, are shoAvn in Table III. The over-all 
recovery vailed between 61 and 72 per cent. Fractionation by successive 
isoelectric precipitations at the two ionic strengths has proved not only 

Table III 


Purificali 07 i of Plasmhiogcn hy Isoelectric Precipitation 



Fraction 

1 

1 Original 

1 purity 

i 

Enrymc 

concentra- 

tion* 

Ionic 

strcnglht 

Purity of 
ppt. 



P. V. Ur 
tng. N 

mSM 


P, V, ter 

A-1 

Serum, dialyzed 10 hrs. 

0.14 


<0.001 

l.OS 

A-2 

Ppt. of A-1 

l.OS 


o.os 

4.73 

B-1 

Same as in A-1 

0.14 

0.03 

<0.001 

1.22 

B.2 

Ppt. of B-1 

1.22 

0.80 

o.os 

4. OS 

C-1 

Serum, dialj’-zcd 57 hrs. 



<0.001 


C-2 

Ppt. of C-1 



0.08 

1 4.00 

D-1 

Serum, diab'zcd 14 hrs. 

0.12 


<0.001 

1.10 

D-2 

Ppt. of D-1 

1.10 

0.70 

o.os 

4.54 

E-1 

Serum, diab'zed 50 hrs. 

0.12 

i.n i 

<0.001 


E-2 

1 

Ppt. of E-1 

1 

j 

o.co 

o.os 

5.21 


* Enzyme (plasminogen) concentrations are those c.xisting immcdiatelj' prior 
to centrifugation. 

t The values, <0.001, are estimates indicating the appro.ximatc salt concentra- 
tion after dialysis of the serum, with stirring, against several changes of distilled 
water for the time indicated. 

to be a reliable approach to the problem of purification, but it has also 
resulted in plasminogen samples which give favorable results when puri- 
fied further by adsorption upon kaolin. 

Kaolin Adsorption — ^As mentioned previouslj’’, the plasminogen of cer- 
tain fractions could be purified further by adsorption on, and elution from, 
kaolin. This method of purification had been abandoned for a considerable 
period during this investigation, because of the large losses encountered 
in its use. However, subsequent experiments with other methods have 
revealed the probability that heavy losses ma}-- be unavoidable. Frac- 
tionation by adsorption on kaolin not only offered the highest degree of 
purification, but it appeared to be a more reliable procedure for puri- 
fication beyond 50- to 80-fold. Thus it seemed advisable to verify the 














L. F. REMMERT AlJD P. f. COHEX 


441 


results of kaolin adsorption -with several fractions previously prepared by 
a standard procedure. 


Partial Purification of Plasminogen 
Serum, dialyzed to low ionic strength 

— j 

1 

Adjust to pH 0.3 n-ith dilute acetic acid; centrifuge 
I 


Ppt. Supernatant 

Dissolve in 0. 16 .w XaCi, pH 7. 0-7.4; dilute to 0.08 Ji XaCl (discard) 

and appro.vimately 1 proteobUic unit per ml.; adjust to 
pH 5.3 with dilute acetic acid; centrifuge 


Ppt. Supernatant 

Dissolve in phosphate-saline buffer, pH 7.40; centrifuge (discard) 

to remove insoluble proteins 


Supernatant 

Ppt. 

Dialj’ze against 0.3 ii NaCI; dilute to 1-2 proteoljdio units 
per ml. by addition of 0.3 m XaCl; adjust to pH 5.0 
by addition of dilute acetic acid or an acetate buffer; 
add 1 gm. kaolin per 80-100 proteolj'tic units; stir IJ— 2 
hrs.; centrifuge 

1 . . 

(discard) 

t 

Eiaolin 

1 

Supernatant 

Suspend with stirring 15-20 min. in each of two portions 
of 0.1 JI phosphate-0. 9% NaCl buffer, pH 5.4; centrifuge 
after each period of stirring 

(discard) 

Kaolin 

1 

Two washings 

Suspend with stirring 3-^ hrs. in phosphate-saline buffer, 
pH 7.40, total volume half that during adsorption step; 
centrifuge 

! 

(disc.ard) 


Eluate Kaolin 

Contains plasminogen, 15 to 19 proteoij’tic units per mg. N (discard) 

The fractions chosen for this study vrere the precipitates formed at 
ionic strength O.OS and pH 5.3, as indicated in Table III. The procedure 
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for the adsorption experiments is described in the last fhrec stejis of tiic 
flow chart of the entire purification process, Tiie specific data aiu! liic 
results of seven adsorption experiments arc indicated in Table 

Analysis of the kaolin, after adsorption and elution of plasminogen, 
indicates that some protein and plasminogen remain on the kaolin. A 
second elution with the phosphate-saline bulTcr removes negligible amoiinis 
of plasminogen which was relatively impure. Attempts to remove all 
of the plasminogen, by use of phosphate bulTers under vaiying (!ondi- 
tions, have proved unsuccessful. 


Tadck IV 

Purification of Plasminogen by Adsorption on Kaolin* 


Experiment 

Eawme 

employed 

Volume 

Kiiolln odded 

1 Enrymc in 1st ciuatc 


Purity 


P. V. 

ml. 

Itn. 

ptrctnt\ 

P. U. per ms. N 

A 

26.9 

\ 23 

0.30 

29.9 

19.0 

B 

26. 9 

23 

0.30 

30.2 

18.9 

C 

26.9 

30 

0.30 

29.8 

19.1 

D 

98. 6 

44 

1.10 

25.8 

16.8 

E 

49.3 

30 

0.55 

25.8 

16.3 

E 

49.3 

40 

0.55 

23.3 

17.7 

G 

295.8 

220 

3.30 

24.4 

17.2 


* In Experiments A to C, the original material ;vas a fraction of proteins pre- 
cipitated at ionic strength 0.08 and pH 5.3, ns indicated in Table III. This fraction 
possessed 4.54 P. U. per mg, of N. In Experiments D to G, the original material 
was a similar fraction possessing 5.21 P. U. per mg. of N. The volume indicates 
the total ml. of suspension during the adsorption phase, 
t Per cent of the total enzyme committed to adsorption. 

Kinetic Studies 

Kinetics of Activation— In view of Ratnoff’s report (13) that plasminogen 
is activated by a stoichiometric reaction with streptolcinase, at least under 
certain conditions, it was considered of interest to study this reaction. 
Two proenzj'-me preparations were used, the first one proving unsuitable 
because of the presence of inhibitors. Tliis first prepai’ation was a sam- 
ple of lysin factor, containing 1.85 proteoljrtic units per ml. Evidence 
for the presence of inhibitors in this sample was later discoi'ered in that 
the sample showed a negative dilution effect on assaying at two concen- 
trations. The other sample had been purified further by isoelectric pre- 
cipitation at 0.08 ionic strength, and showed no dilution effect. It con- 
tained 2.46 proteolytic units per ml. The procedure was as follows: 5 
ml. of the proenzyme were mixed and incubated with 0.2 ml. of strepto- 
kinase at 35°. Aliquots (0.7 ml.) were vdthdravm periodically, added to 
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casein solutions, and assa 3 ’'ed for active enz 3 Tne bj' the usual 1 hour’s 
incubation. The logarithm of the ratio of the total acti^^t 5 ’• attainable 
(Cl) to the amount of enzjune (C*) not activated at the end of each time 
intenml was calculated, and these values were plotted against the time 
of incubation in minutes. The results of the first series are shown in 
Cur\'e 1, Fig. 3. An excessive concentration of streptokinase had been 
used, maldng the results valueless. However, it was noted that the 
activity dropped considerably after the initial, rapid activation. The 



Fig. 3. Kates of activation of plasminogen by streptokinase. Plasminogen 
Sample 1 (Curves 1 and 2) contained 1.85 proteoh’tic units per ml.; Sample 2 (Curves 
3 and 4) contained 2.46 proteolytic units per ml. Streptokinase {SK) was diluted 
as indicated. Explanation of log C,/C- presented in the te.\'t. 

procedure was then repeated tsith the same materials, except that the 
streptokinase had been diluted 1:20. The results are shown in Cun^e 2, 
Fig. 3, and thej’’ indicate again the presence of inhibitoi-s. It should 
be mentioned, however, that activation did continue even after 40 minutes. 
The results on the first sample made inad\dsable anj' further stud}' with 
it as the enzjTne source. The procedure described above was then re- 
peated with the second proenzyme sample and streptokinase at 1:20 
and 1:40 dilutions. The results are shown in Qin'es 3 and 4, Fig. 3. 

A first order reaction is indicated mth the second sample, since the 
slope of Curve 3 is approximate!}' double the slope of Cun'e 4 during the 
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first 10 minutes. However, the results after the first 10 minutc.s arc com- 
plicated by obvious destruction of part of the enzyme. 

pH of Optimal Aclmty—'^mcG two recent reports (14, bl) indicate that 
more than one proteolytic enzyme may be present in human scnim, two 
different plasminogen preparations were used in I his study. One of these 
Avas a preparation of lysin factor, having 1,08 proteolytic unif.s ijor mg. 
of nitrogen, while the other had been further purified by adsorption on, 
and elution from, kaolin. The latter preparation had 15.8 proteolytic 
units per mg. of nitrogen. The two cnz 3 'mc preparations Avcrc diluted 
to approximately the same concentration, according to their a.ssays with 
casein as the substrate. In these experiments a final concentration of 
0.8 per cent casein was used because a preliminaiy run at 4 per cent casein 
shoAved a Ioav response to change in pll. 0.8 ml. of the two enzyme prep- 
arations AA^as placed in Iaa'O scries of flasks. Activation AA'as accompli.shed 
by addition of 0.2 ml. of streptokinase. 5 minutes incubation at 35° 
AA'ere alloAved for actiAmtion, and this AA\as done at pH 7.40 in all cases. 
4 ml. of casein (1 per cent in m/ 15 phosphate buffer) AA’crc then added 
to each flask, the pH being Awiable. Incubation Avas continued at 35°, 
aliquots being Avithdrawn at 2 and 52 minutes after addition of casein. 
The increase in acid-soluble tyrosine was then determined b}’ the pro- 
cedure described previously. The results are shoAA*n graphically in Fig. 
4. It should be mentioned here that at values aboA'c pH 7.7 the pH 
dropped during the incubation. In these instances the aA^erages of initial 
and final pH values were plotted, AA'hile at all loAver pH IcA^els onlj’- the 
initial pH was plotted. It may be seen that both enzyme preparations 
showed optimal activity betAA^een pH 7.30 and 7.50. 

Fibrinolysis — To test further the hypothesis that human seioim may 
contain more than one proteolytic enzyme, AA’^e haAm compared the rel- 
ative activities of tAvo plasmin preparations against tAvo substrates. No 
synthetic substrates for plasmin have been reported. HoAveAmr, it AA'as 
felt that the use of two proteins might giA'^e a similar type of cAudence. 
The relative activities of plasmin samples against (1) casein and (2) fibrin 
clots AA'^ere compared. One of the plasminogen samples was a preparation 
of lysin factor containing 1.08 P. U. per mg. of N; the other consisted of 
material purified to 19.0 P. U. per mg. of N by adsorption on kaolin. 
The tAA’’o samples were diluted so that 0.8 proteolytic unit was contained 
in each ml. of the two separate preparations. The dilutions AA^ere made 
in accordance with the assay values when production of acid-soluble 
tyrosine from casein was measured. The tAvo pi'eparations were then 
compared for the rates of fibrin lysis. The procedure for determining 
lysis time Avas as follows: The plasminogen, contained in a volume of 0.5 
ml., Avas activated for 3 minutes at 35° with an excess (0.1 ml.) of strepto- 
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kinase. At zero time, 0.3 ml. of a bovine fibrinogen solution (0.33 per 
cent clottable) was blown into the tube, followed immediately by 0.1 
ml. of bovine thrombin. The tubes were incubated at 35° and the times 
of l 3 ’’sis noted. This latter time extended from the moment that fibrinogen 
was blown into the tube until tysis was complete. All of the materials 
added were dissolved in 0.9 per cent NaCl at pH 7.4, except that the 



Fig. 4. pH of optimal actirity for two preparations of plasmin. Activity is ex- 
pressed in terms of the increase in micrograms of acid-soluble tyrosine per ml. of 
the digestion medium. Curve 1 was obtained with a sample of b'sin factor -nith l.OS 
proteolytic units per mg. of K; Curve 2, with a kaolin eluate containing 15.8 proteo- 
lytic units per mg. of N. 

fibrinogen solution contained, in addition, 0.01 .w potassium phosphate 
buffer and an unknown concentration of sodium citrate. 

In the interest of brevit}’’ the results of such comparisons, at five differ- 
ent concentrations of plasmin, are summarized. Except at the lower con- 
centration of enzime, l 5 "sis of the fibrin clots followed the kinetics of a 
first order reaction. That is, the product of plasminogen or plasmin 
concentration and the lysis time was constant for all but the lowest enzj'me 
concentration. At the lowest concentration, Ij’sis occurred more rapidl 3 ' 
than was e.xpected. When plasminogen from the two samples described 
above was added to establish the same concentration, according to their 
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assays with the casein substrate, the lysis limes were the same, within 
the limits of experimental error. This iiulicafccl that ihc two enzyme 
preparations, differing in purity by a factor of IT.O-fokl, posso.sscd the 
same ratio of activities toward the two substrates, casein and fibrin. 

Attempted Hydrolysis of Ilippnramide—Fmion (10) I’ejmrtcd that rabbit 
serum contains an endopcptidasc which hydrolyzes hij)i)urarnidc. It oc- 
curred to us that hippuramidc might .sein'c as a substrate for plasrnin. 
Different plasminogen preparations were activated by streptokinase and 
used in three separate e.xperimcnts designed to detect the hydrolysis of 
liippuramide. Our results v'ere completely negative, since in no instance 
did the formol titration of test mixtures exceed tliat of control mixtures. 
We conclude that the plasrnin of human serum floes not hydrolyze hip- 
puramide. 

DISCUSSION 

The occurrence, in animal serum, of inliibitors of plasrnin has long 
been Icnown. Though we have made no stud}* of such inhibitors, our 
preliminaiy experiments demonstrate the necessity of removing the en- 
zyme from serum before appreciable proteolj^sis can be detected. 

Attempts to purify plasminogen have indicated a property of the pro- 
enzyme which, to our knowledge, has not been reported prcviousl 3 ^ Our 
results are consistent with the lypothesis that plasminogen possesses 
a marked facilit}’- for coprecipitation with, or adsorption upon, other 
precipitating proteins. Under ivideb’- vaiying conditions, in water-ethanol 
systems, in dilute trichloroacetic acid, and in aqueous solutions at pH 
values above 7.0, plasminogen was found to precipitate whenever ap- 
preciable protein was precipitated. Under similar conditions, but after 
previous removal of a large share of the contaminating proteins, plas- 
minogen exhibits a much higher solubilit 3 ^ Though inexplicable losses 
of the enzyme Avere encountered occasionalljq the total enz 3 Tme used in 
a given fractionation procedure could gencrall 3 " be accounted for b 3 ’’ assa 3 ’’ 
of all the resulting fractions. The apparent change of solubilit 3 ’^ of plas- 
minogen upon purification could not, therefore, be explained simpb'^ on 
the basis of enzyme denaturation. 

Successive isoelectric precipitation, first at very low ionic strength and 
then at 0.08, proved to be the most effective approach to the problem of 
purifying plasminogen. For purification beyond approximatel 3 ’- SO- to 
80-fold, adsorption upon, and elution from, kaolin gave the best results. 
Though purifications by factors of 136- to 165-fold were obtained, such 
preparations appear to contain considerable protein other than plasmino- 
gen. In our opinion, more highl 3 '- specific methods, which circumvent the 
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possibility of coprecipitation, must be found before plasminogen can be 
purified complete!}'. 

Contradictoiy results have been obtained concerning the mechanism 
by vrhich streptoldnase activates plasminogen. Eatnoff (13) reported 
a stoichiometric relationship for this reaction when accomplished under 
certain circumstances. Chiistensen and MacLeod (2) had reported a 
firet order, catalytic mechanism for the activation process. Our results 
confirm those of Clmistensen and MacLeod (2) when a plasminogen prep- 
aration, believed to be low in inhibitor content, was employed. When 
a preparation of plasminogen was used which apparently contained in- 
hibitors, inconclusive results were obtained. We suggest that the stoichi- 
ometric reaction described by Eatnoff (13) may depend upon a reaction 
between streptokinase and the antistreptokinase reported by Kaplan (17). 

Eecent reports (14, 15) suggest that two proteolytic en 2 !ymes may be 
present in human serum. Our results do not exclude this possibility, 
but they do indicate that only one proteolytic enzyme is appreciably 
active after incubation of preparations of human plasminogen vdth strepto- 
kinase. 

The authors wish to express their appreciation to Dr. L, E. Chi’istensen 
for providing a pure strain of Streptococcus hemolyticus, and for his many 
helpful suggestions during the early stages of this work. 

StJJIMARY 

1. Plasminogen was purified by 136- to 165-fold compared to the orig- 
inal human serum. 

2. Inconstant behavior of plasminogen samples during fractionation 
procedures, suggesting coprecipitation with other proteins, made further 
purification difficult with these techniques. 

3. Some erddence is given for the presence in human seinm of only 
one proteol 5 d;ic enz 3 me activated by streptokinase. 
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AND PLANT HYDANTOINASES 
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(From the Departments of Physiology and Pharmacology, and of Biochemistry, 
Duke University School of Medicine, Durham, North Carolina) 

(Received for publication, June 6, 1949) 

Hydantoin is rapidly hydrolyzed to hydantoic acid by suspensions of 
the livers of omnivorous animals (1). Kidney suspensions hydrotyze it 
more slovrly, but other organs are not active. The enzyme responsible 
for the hydrolysis is absent from all the organs of Herbivora such as the 
rabbit and guinea pig. It is present, however, in jack bean meal, in 
beans, peas, and their huUs, and in cucumber and melon seeds. The 
mammalian and jack bean enzymes show identical specificities in that 
neither di-substituted hj’-dantoins nor parabanic acid is hydrolyzed (2). 
They differ, however, in certain properties such as Michaelis constant, 
pH optimum, effects of temperature, and sensithdty to %''arious drugs. 
The following is a description of the partial purification of the two enzymes 
and some quantitative data on their activity. 

EXPEHUIENTAL 

The enzyme activity was measured manometricaliy in a solution con- 
taining 0.05 M Na-K-phosphate and 0.05 m NaHCOa in equilibrium with 
a gas mixture of 5 per cent CO 2 and 95 per cent nitrogen. The hydantoic 
acid formed displaced CO 2 , but the end-point of the reaction was less than 
the theoretical. When the evolution of CO 2 ceased, aliquots of the solu- 
tion were analyzed for hydantoic acid by the method of Archibald (3) 
and compared with ammonium hydantoinate made according to the 
method of Lippich (4), which had been incubated with the enzyme under 
exactly the same conditions as the hydantoin. The results showed that 
when CO 2 evolution ceased all the hydantoin was converted to hydan- 
toic acid. It was thus possible to use the manometric method for the 
quantitative estimations. The colorimetric method was also used for 
certain ex-periments. The pH optima of the liver and jack bean enzjmes 
were determined in this way m borate buffer, since accurate pH determina- 
tions of solutions equilibrated with CO 2 are difficult. The optimum for 
the liver enzyme is pH 8.2, for the jack bean pH 8.6. The manometric 
determinations were all done at pH 7.8 in phosphate buffer. 

The liver enzjme was prepared from rat liver which was ground in a 
mortar with 25 ml. of 0.05 m Na-K-phosphate buffer of pH 7.8. The 
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insoluble mal/cvial was removed by centrifugation and discarded. 20 
per cent acetic acid was added to the supernatant droji by droji until no 
further precipitation occurred. Usually 10 drops were sullicicnt, 1'hc 
precipitate was centrifuged and the supernatant, dialyzed overnight in the 
ice box. It was then warmed to 40°, and this produced a precipitate 
which was increased by the addition to 2 to 3 drops of 1 jicr cent IsaTICOj. 
This precipitate was again centrifuged and discarded. 3.0 ml. of 05 per 
cent alcohol wore added to every 10 ml. of tlie supernatant. Tlic precipi- 
tate was centrifgued and discarded and the supernatant evaporated to 
dryness at room temperature under a fan. It was tlien taken up in 5.0 
ml. of HoO and centrifuged once more. The clear solution, containing some 
hemoglobin, had high cnz 3 TOatic activitjL 

The jack bean enzjnne was prepared from the meal supplied bj’ The 
Arlington Chemical Compan 3 L To 5.0 gm. of meal, 25 ml. of borate buf- 
fer, pH 8.5, Averc added and the mixture allowed to stand for 4 hours at 
room temperature. The materia! was centrifuged and the supernatant 
dialyzed overnight in the ice box. The turbid solution was evaporated 
to half its volume under a fan at room temperature and centrifuged again. 
It remained turbid and was used as such. Both enzymes retained their 
activity for at least a week in the ice box. The liver preparation con- 
tained small amounts of various esterases but no oxidative onz 3 *mcs. 
The jack bean preparation contained urease and allantoinaso. Urease 
has no effect on either hydantoin or allantoin, but it was possible that 
allantoinase was responsible for the liydrob'sis of both, even though the 
liver enz 3 ^me has no effect on allantoin. Tliree experiments shmv that 
different enz 3 '’mes in jack bean meal arc responsible for the In'drolr'sis 
of these compounds. In the first, undial 3 ’’zcd extract of the meal Avas 
precipitated by Amrious concentrations of alcohol and the ratio of allan- 
toinase to h 3 ’-dantoinase activit 3 f determined in each precipitate. Equi- 
molar concentrations of the substrates Avere used and the relatiA'e rates of 
hydrolysis determined during a 2 hour period. In the untreated extract 
the ratio of allantoinase to h 3 ’'dantoinase actiA''it 3 '' AA’as 0.50. In the pre- 
cipitate formed by 30 per cent alcohol the ratio Avas 0.15, in the 50 per 
cent alcohol precipitate it was 0.41, and in the SO per cent alcohol precipi- 
tate, 0.57. Thus hydantoinase is precipitated at lower alcohol concen- 
trations than allantoinase, and the tAim enz3Tnes can be Aurtualb’’ sep- 
arated by 30 per cent alcohol. Secondly, pea hulls contain large amounts 
of hydantoinase but little allantoinase, the ratio of the two being 10:1. 
Bean hulls, hoAA'^ever, contain more allantoinase than h3'’dantoinase in a 
ratio of 7 : 5. Finalb’’, dimethylhydantoin was added to the diab'zed jack 
bean meal extract and its effect on the hydrol 3 '’sis of equimolar concentra- 
tions of hydantoin and allantoin measui’ed. At a concentration of 
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0.05 M, dimethylh3''dantoin inhibits the hydrotysis of hydantoin 65 per 
cent but has no effect on the h^'-drolysis of allantoin. 

Both enzymes are inactivated by acetone but not by alcohol. Both 
are stable in alkaline solutions but unstable in acid, and in this respect 
the liver enzjune is more sensitive than the jack bean. As shown below, 
cj^anide inhibits the liver enzyme at much lower concentrations than the 
jack bean. The differential is greater than is indicated bj’’ the figures 
because the liver enzyme solution contains methemoglobin which binds 
some of the added cyanide. The relative sensitivitj’’ of the two enz3Tnes 
to sodium arsenite is the same as to cyanide. When two solutions of equal 
activity are compared, 3.0 X 10~^ M arsenite inhibits the h3’^drol3'sis b3^ 
the fiver 80 per cent, by the jack bean 11 per cent. Twice this concen- 
tration inhibits the latter only 18 per cent. This differential is not due 
to extraneous sulfhydryl groups in the jack bean preparation, for if it is 
heated in a boiling water bath for 2 minutes to mactivate the enzyme and 
then added to the fiver preparation, the latter is not protected against the 
action of the arsenite. As shown below, metrazol inhibits both enz3Tnes 
equally. In high concentrations, parabanic acid and procaine inhibit; 
glycine and urea in concentrations of 5.0 mg. per ml. have no effect. 1 X 
10~'“ M iodoacetate inhibits the jack bean enzyme 30 per cent, the liver 20 
per cent. 

Rate of Reaction — In nearly all experiments it was found that the rate 
could be represented very accurateb’^ by the first order equation, ki = 
In a/ (a — x) (Fig. 1), where a is the initial substrate concentration; the 
exceptions were a few experiments in which wide but irregular de%'iations 
occurred, and these were rejected. Not only did the rate in the earl3’- part 
of the experiment follow this equation, but there was no divergence even 
when 90 per cent or more of the substrate was h3'drolyzed, as shown in 
Fig. 1, where the dotted fine indicates the amount of COj evolved on com- 
plete hydrol3’’sis. The relationship of velocity to substrate concentration 
given by the Michaelis-Menten equation is 

dx Fnui. (a — z) 

Jt “ (a - z) + K„ 

When (a — x) is small with respect to Km, this reduces to the first order 
equation, dx/dl — k{a — x). Since in our e.xperiments Km was found to 
be 0.016 and 0.032 respectively for the two enz3’mes, as shown below, and a 
usuall3’’ varied between 0.005 and 0.05, this condition was not fulfilled. 
It would therefore be expected that the veIocit3' equation could be derived 
b3^ integrating equation (1) as it stands; this leads to the equation recentl5' 
derived in a different wa3' b3' Van Slyke (5). 
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^^innr. f*=a:*}“AfnIn . (2) 

(a — z) 

Our data, however, fit the first order equation instead of this. Although 
it is not probable, it is still possible that the divergence might be ascribed 
to the products of the reaction causing a progressive decrease in the rate, 
exactly balancing x, the first term of the right hand side of equation (2), 
and thus reducing the expression to the first order equation. That this 
is not so is shown by an experiment in wliich 1 0.0 mg. of hydantoic acid 



MINUTES 

Fig. 1. Hydrolysis of 2.0 mg. of hj'danloin in tho presence of liver enzyme at 21.5'^. 
The ordinate represents e.mm. of COj evolved. The dotted lino gives the amount 
evolved when complete hydrolysis has occurred. 

failed to atfect the rate of hydrolysis of 2.0 mg. of liydantoin by either the 
liver or jack bean enzyme. 

For each experiment log (a — .t) was plotted against t, and the equation 
of the “best” straight line determined by the method of least squares. 
The slope thus obtained and corrected for the difference between common 
and natural logarithms is the velocity constant, k. 

Michaelis Constant — The velocity constant, k, was plotted against the 
initial velocity, obtained by multiplying the velocity constant by the 
initial substrate concentration, a. As a rule the points fell fairly close to 
the straight line predicted b}'’ the Michaelis-Menten equation when written 
in the form 


t> ^ V mux. ~ Am”" (3) 

a 

An example is given in Fig. 2. No evidence was observed of any tend- 
ency towards a systematic deviation from such a line. The slope of 
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this line is the Michaelis constant, and it was computed from the data by 
least square methods. Results of consecutive experiments were pooled 



Fio. 2. The Michaelis constant at 37.5° for jack bean enzyme. The ordinate 
gives imtial velocity of hydrolysis (moles per minute X 10*) ; the abscissa gives the 
velocity constant (fc X 10*). The slope of the line (0.013) is the Michaelis constant 
for this experiment. 


Table I 


Michaelis Constant for Liver and Jack Bean Enzymes at S7.S° 


Liver 

Jack bean 

No. of scjparate rate 
determmatloQS 

Fooled values of K 

No. of separate rate 
determinations 

Pooled value* of X 

5 

0.0122 

5 

0.0143 

11 

0.059 

15 

0.0136 

22 

0.029 

19 

0.0167 

26 

0.031 

22 

0.0161 

30 

0.031 

25 


34 

0.029 

30 

0.0166 

40 

0.031 

35 

0.0155 

46 

0.032 

41 

0.015S 



44 

0.0159 



48 j 

0.0159 


until an approximately stable value was obtained. Table I shows the 
values obtained by successive pooling for each of the enzymes for experi- 
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ments at 37.5°. It is evident that further experiments are unlikely to 
alter these values materially. The F te.st .shoved that the individual 
values of the constant do not vaty more than might be e.xpcctcd from the 
errors involved in their separate determinations. It will be seen that the 
constant for the liver enzyme is almost exactly twice that for the jack 
bean enzyme which, Ihcrcrore, has a greater aflinity for the substrate. 

Effect of Temper atm e — With use of a colorimetric method and a sub- 
strate concentration of 0.02 m, the velocity constant, h, was determined at 
four different temperatures between 0° and 37.5°. In Fig. 3 the reciprocal 



Fig. 3. The effect of temperature on the rate of hydrolysis of hydnntoin by liver 
enzyme. The ordinate gives the velocity constant {k X 10'); the .abscissa gives 
the reciprocal of the absolute temperature. 

of the absolute temperature is plotted against log k for one of these experi- 
ments. It is clear that the points lie veiy close to the straight line of the 
Arrhenius equation, 

jEJ 1 

log fc = log .4 - - X - 

From the slope of this line the activation energy (E) may be calculated. 
As with the determination of the Michaelis constant, the results of suc- 
cessive experiments were pooled until a relatively stable ^mlue was ob- 
tained. Table II shows the successive values obtained in this way for 
each enzyme. It is apparent that the energy of activation for the reac- 
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tion as catalyzed by the jack bean, enzyme is approximately twice that 
found in the case of the liver enzyme. 

The effect of changes of temperature on the Michaelis constant was 
also investigated. By the manometric method, the Michaelis constants 
for each enzyme were determined at 24°, and at 2°, and compared with 
those already found at 37.5°. Table III shows from pooled data of suc- 


Table II 

Aclivalion Energy for Liver and Jack Bean Enzymes 


No. of separate rate determinations 

E from pooled data 

Liver 

Jack bean 


calorics 

calvrtcs 

2 

6765 

12,908 

4 

6145 

11,445 

6 

5662 

11,874 

S 

5476 

12,171 

10 

5274 

11,903 

12 

5335 

11,627 


Table III 


ESecl of Temperature on Michaelis Constant 


Liver, 2° 

Liver, 24' 

Jack bean, 2* 

Jack bean, 24' 

N 

K„ 

N 


N 


N 

Kr, 

6 


6 

0.0442 

o 


6 

BnK 

12 

0.0398 

12 

wnKitM 

11 

■Hi 

12 


18 


18 


17 

0.0149 

18 

■oB 

24 

0.0372 

24 


23 

0.0145 

24 

■nn 

30 

0.0345 


HmnH 

28 

0.0139 

30 

0.0175 





34 

0.0158 

36 

0.0176 





40 

0.0158 




N = total number of separate rate determinations. 


cessive experiments that the effect of change of temperature on the Mi- 
chaelis constant is practically nil for each enzyme. This means that the 
heat of formation of the enzyme-substrate compound is zero in each case. 
This is in agreement with results of Nelson and Blomfield (6) (but see 
discussion by Steam (7)). 

It is tempting to identify the enz 5 ’me-substrate compound with the 
"activated” molecule of Glasstone, Laidler, and Ejuing (8). If we do so, 
we may calculate the following values in calories: 
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iJl 

Af 

1 

1 

Liver 

0 

— 

Jack beau 

0 




However, the proof of identity of these two theoretical substances is 
lacldng, and it is entirely possible that activation occurs as a further stage 
after the formation of the enzyme-substrate compound, ns believed, for 
instance, by Kaufman, Neurnth, and Schwert (9). These figures must 
therefore be taken with caution (see also Linewenver and Burk (10)). 



!Fig. 4. The effect of cyanide (mg. in 2.0ml.) on the rate of hydrolysis of hydantoin 
by liver and jack bean enzymes at 37.5°. The ordinate gives the initial velocit}’ 
(moles per minute X 10^); the abscissa gives the mg. of cyanide added. 

Inhibition — Differences between the two enzymes are also shovm by the 
effect of cyanide on the rate of hydrolysis (Tig. 4). Each mg. of cyanide 
added to the jack bean enzyme in the presence of 0.04 m hydantoin de- 
creases the velocity constant by 0.27. In the case of the liver enzyme 
under similar conditions the decrease is 0.41, U times as great. 

Both metrazol and dimethylhydantoin act as competitive inhibitors; 
on plotting the velocity constants, k, against initial velocity, as in the 
determination of the Michaelis constant given above, it was found that 
the slope of the line had changed; theoretically the slope is now KmCl + 
i/Ki) instead of Km- Table IV shows the results of pooling successive 
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values for the slope for each enzyme and for the two inhibitors. In all 
cases F tests were not significant, indicating that the values obtained in 
individual experiments did not vary more than expected when the errors 
of separate determination were considered. Values for Ki were then 
computed from the final figures in each column and are as follows: 


Hetrazal 


Liver 0.013 

Jack bean 0.013 


Dimethylhy- 

dantoln 

0.125 

0.044 


The affinity of each enzyme for metrazol appears to be the same, and is in 
each case greater than that for hydantoin. The affinity of the two en- 
zymes for dimethylhydantoin is different, but in neither case greater than 
that for hydantoin. 


Tasie IV 


Inhibilion by Dimel'hylhydanloin and Meirazol of Liver and Jack Bean Enzymes 
The figures represent the pooled values for the slope Ka (1 + i/Ki). 


liver j 

Jack bean 

Dlmetiyliydantoin | 

Metrazol 

Dinietiylhydaiitoin 

Metrazol 

N 


N 


N 


N 


4 

0.041 

4 

0.077 

5 

0.050 

4 

0.033 

8 

mSm 

10 

0.058 

11 

0.025 

7 

0.034 

14 

■EH 

16 

0.050 

17 

0.030 

11 

0.021 

20 

0.039 

22 

0.050 

23 

0.030 

17 

0.027 

26 

0.042 





23 

0.025 


N = total number of separate rate determinations. 


DISCUSSION 

At one time hydantoins were considered possible intermediates in the 
metabolism of amino acids. No evidence for the presence of such com- 
pounds has been found in analyses of tissues and urine. Lazarev (11), 
however, claims that incubation of glycine and ammonia with liver slices 
yields hydantoic acid. We have been unable as yet to confirm this, but 
the possibility remains that some glycine may be metabolized to hydan- 
toin. It is the only amino acid which would form unsubstituted hydantoin 
and the enzjme is apparently specific for this compound. In plants also 
gl 3 ’-cine may form h 5 ’-dantoin, for many contain an extremely active hydan- 
toinase. Extracts from pea hulls, for instance, have been obtained which 
hydrolyze 1 mg. of hydantoin per minute. Purification of this enzj-me 
will yield a tool with which it may be possible to analj'ze animal and plant 
tissues for the presence of hydantoin. 
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SUMMAKY 

The partial purification of hydantoinnscs in animal and plant tissues 
has been described. Tlie rale of liydrolysi.s catalyzed by these cnzjTncs 
follows the first ortlcr equation, tl’lie enzymes olitained from liver and 
jack bean respectively have ineiierties dilTcrinK as follows: o|)timnm pll. 
8.2 and 8.G; Micliaclis constant at 37.5°, 0.032 and O.OJO; at 21°, 0.03-J and 
0.018; at 2°, 0.034 and O.OIG. The cITcct of tempondure is that predicted 
b}'^ the Arrhenius equation and the lieats of activation arc 5335 and J1,G27 
calories, respectively. If the enzyme-substrate compound is identified 
with the "activated” molecule, the change in free energy will be 1838 and 
22G4 calorics, respectively, and the change in entrojw — G.GS and —8.23 
calories. Tlic heat of formation of the enzyme-substrate compound is 
zero in both cases. 

The two enzj'-mes differ also in the elTcct of inhibitor.^ on them. Both 
are inactivated by acetone but. not by alcohol. Cyanide and arsenitc 
affect the liver enzimic more st rongly than I he jack bean enzyme. Competi- 
tive inhibition occurs with mctrazol and dimeth.ylhydantoin. The af- 
finity of the former for both cnzj'mcs is the same, but the latter has a 
greater affinity for the liver enzyme than for the other, 
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Many methods for preparing diphosphopyridine nucleotide (DPN) 
suitable for enzymatic studies have been published (1-9). Most of these 
methods are complicated by a number of different purification steps which 
are tedious and time-consuming. Simmer and collaborators (7) have 
proposed a different method of extraction and purification which eliminates 
the use of heavy metal separations. The latter method was found in 
this laboratory to yield a crude product of about 1 per cent purity and 
products of about 30 and 60 per cent purity, respectively, after one and 
two adsorptions on norit. Although the final product is of a purity 
similar to that of products obtained by other procedures commonl3'- used 
(4, 6, 8), the yield is not as high. 

The method here described is based on principles found in the original 
method of Sumner and collaborators, but is modified and improved to 
^ve much higher yields of an 85 per cent pure DPN preparation. The 
five simple and rapid steps which are involved consist of extracting j'^east 
with an acidified mixture of acetone and alcohol, precipitating DPN 
from this mixture with more alcohol, dissolving the crude DPN in water, 
and reprecipitating with alcohol, followed by two adsorptions on norit. 
The final product is a white amorphous material free from gum and com- 
pletely soluble in water. Enzymatic tests with the TPN*-dependent 
glucose-6-monophosphate system have showm that only about 1 per cent 
TPN could be present in the final coenzyme preparation. 

It is believed that our modified procedure is less difiicult to carry out 
and gives as high as or higher yield and purity of DPN than methods thus 
far described. 


EXPEREIIENTAL 

Extraction and Precipitation of DPN — ^Prepare acidified alcohol by 
cautiously stirring 550 ml. of concentrated H2SO4 into 3500 ml. of cold 95 
per cent ethyl alcohol, and cool. Crumble 10 pounds of fresh pressed 

* This work has been made possible by a grant from the Donner Foundation, Inc., 
whose assistance is gratefully acknowledged. 

* Triphosphopyridine nucleotide. 
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bakers’ yeast* into 3500 ml. of acetone, stir for about 5 minutes, and then 
add slowly and with stirring the entire volume of acidified alcohol pre- 
viously prepared. After stirring the suspension (at room lernpcrnturc) 
for 15 minutes, it is filtered through large rapid fluted papers or centri- 
fuged. 

The clear brown solution (about 6.8 litere by the filtralion procedure) 
is mixed with an equal volume of 95 per cent ethyl alcohol, and the mix- 
ture filtered through large fluted papers (Schleicher and Schiill, No. 
595). The precipitate, which consists chiefly of IGilSOi, is discarded. 
The filtrate is mixed wth another volume of alcohol and is allowed to 
stand overnight in a cold room at —15° if possible, or in a refrigerator at 
approximately 0-4° for 24 to 48 hours. The precipitate is then collected 
on large fluted filter papers (Schleicher and Schiill, No. 595). 

Reprecipitaiion of DPN by Alcohol — ^The precipitate on the filter papers 
is collected quantitatively in a total of 200 ml. of distilled water, and 
an equal volume of 95 per cent alcohol is then added with stirring. The 
mixture is filtered and 400 ml. of 95 per cent ethyl alcohol are added to 
the filtrate vdth stirring. The mixture is placed in the cold room (4°) 
for 12 to 24 hours to obtain separation of a precipitate wliich can be readily 
centrifuged. 

The precipitated DPN is centrifuged in the cold, and the clear super- 
natant fluid is discarded. The DPN is suspended in a total of 150 ml. of 
absolute alcohol and the hard precipitate broken up thoroughly with a 
stirring rod. The mixture is then centrifuged, the alcohol decanted 
off, and the precipitate resuspended in 40 ml. of absolute alcohol. After 
centrifugation, the precipitate is similarly washed twice vdth 40 ml. por- 
tions of ethyl ether. Finallj’-, the DPN is dried, first in air and then in 
vacuo over PaOs. The 3 deld at this point is approximately 4 to 4.5 gm. 
of DPN of 15 to 20 per cent purit 3 ^ Differences in purity at tius stage of 
the procedure depend to a considerable extent upon the freslmess of the 
yeast used. 

Purification of Crude DPN. First Adsorption — Dissolve an amount 
of crude DPN calculated to contain 400 mg. of pure DPN (for example 
2.0 gm. of 20 per cent DPN) in 800 ml. of distilled water and stir for 5 
minutes ^vith 8 gm, of acid-washed norit (prepared according to Sumner 
and collaborators (7)). The DPN-norit adsorption complex is centri- 
fuged and washed twice with 800 ml. portions of distilled water and tvdee 
with the same volume of dilute ammonia (0.0028 per cent). In wash- 
ing with ammonia, a considerable length of time is required for centri- 

* We have used Fleisobmann, Anheuser-Busch, and National Grain pressed bakers’ 
yeast as well as top brewers’ yeast and have found National Grain yeast to give the 
highest yield of DPN, However, the freshness of the yeast is probably naore im- 
portant than the particular brand used. 
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fu^g and a small amount of norit is lost. The norit adsorption complex 
is then Tvashed trrice more -with distilled Tvater. 

The DPN-norit complex is suspended in 100 ml. of distilled vrater, 
10 ml. of isoamyl alcohol are added, and the DPN is eluted from the norit 
by shaking the mixture mechanically for about 1 hour at room tempera- 
true. The norit is then centrifuged and this elution is repeated. The 
combined eluates are filtered through a wet filter paper to remove any 
norit which was not completely removed by centrifugation. A third 
elution Trill yield only a small additional amount of DPN. The eluates 
may be stored for at least 24 hours in a refrigerator at 0-4°. 

The solution of eluted DPN is made slightly alkaline to phenol red rrith 
1 or 2 drops of approximately 7 n NHjOH. The solution is then evapo- 
rated at reduced pressure rrith use of a 500 ml. Qaisen flask connected 
to two traps m series, the first of which is cooled rrith crushed ice and 
the second rrith a mixture of acetone and dry ice. The second trap is 
connected to a vacuum pump. The Claisen flask is equipped with a fine 
capillary to prevent bumpiug, and is heated by a water bath held at a 
temperature of 35-40°. TThen the volume of solution remaining in the 
Claisen flask is between 20 and 30 ml., the solution is transferred to a small 
pear-shaped Claisen flask of about 100 ml. capacity and is further evapo- 
rated to a final volume of 2 to 3 ml. The evaporated solution contain- 
ing the DPN is transferred by pipette to a 50 ml. centrifuge tube and the 
flask is washed vrith 2 to 3 ml. of distilled water, this washing being added 
to the main part of the solution. A volume of absolute alcohol exactl}' 
equal to that of the DPN solution (not over 5 ml.) is added to the small 
Claisen flask to wash out the last traces of DPN. This alcohol washing 
is then transferred as completely as possible by pipette to the DPN solu- 
tion in the centrifuge tube. After mixing, the solution is centrifuged to 
remove any remaining traces of norit. The clear supernatant is trans- 
ferred to another 50 ml. centrifuge tube and 25 to 30 ml. of absolute 
alcohol are added. The suspended DPN is then caused to flocculate out 
by the addition of 2 drops of 7.5 n H-S 04 . After centrifuging, the clear 
supernatant is decanted off, and the precipitated DPN is washed with 
25 to 30 ml. of absolute alcohol. This alcohol is removed by centrifuga- 
tion and decantation, and the DPN is then washed once or twice Tvith 
ethyl ether. The purified DPN is dried in the air and then in a desiccator. 
The yield at tlus point is 300 to 400 mg. of DPN Tvith a piuritj' of 65 to 
78 per cent. The purity depends upon that of the crude DPN used as 
starting material; if the latter was approximately 20 per cent pure, the 
product at this stage should have a puritj- of 77 to 78 per cent. 

In this first adsorption step, the ratio is 50 mg. of 100 per cent DPN 
to 100 ml. of water to 1 gm. of norit. 

Second Adsorption — ^Dissolve an amount of once adsorbed DPN calcu- 
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lated to contain 400 mg. of pure DPN in 800 ml. of cli.s(.illcd water and mix 
for 5 minutes with 8 gm. of acid-wa.shcd norit. Centrifuge tlie DPN- 
norit adsorption complex and wash once with an cqmd volume (800 ml.) 
of water, once with the same volume of dilute ammonia (0.0028 per cent), 
and then once more with the same volume of water. 

The DPN is eluted as previouslj’' described, except that 5 ml, instead 
of 10 ml. of isoamyl alcohol are used, and a total of three elutions employed. 
After maldng the combined chiates alkaline to phenol red, the solution 
is again evaporated under a vacuum. The final concentrate (not over 5 
ml.) is mixed with an equal volume of absolute alcohol and centrifuged. 
The clear supernatant is mixed with 30 to 40 ml. of absolute alcohol and 
2 drops of 7,5 n H2SO4 are added. After centrifuging, the precipitated 
DPN is washed vdth absolute alcohol and ether as in the previous adsorp- 

TAriLc I 

Yield and Purily of DPN at Different fllnges of Procedure 
The figures represent ranges obtained from .several individual run.s starting with 
10 pound batches of yeast. 


Procedure 

Yield 

Per cent 
purity 

1 

Cnlcuhted 
pure DPN 

Per cent 
rccos’cry 

Extraction 

ms. 

4000-1500 i 

15-20 

ms. 

800-900 


1st adsorption 

COO- SOO 

05-78 

470-C20 


2nd “ 

450- 500 

85 

380-120 



tion procedure, and the product is dried, first in air and then in a vacuum 
desiccator over P^Oe. The final, white amorphous product weighs from 
250 to 300 mg. and is of approximately 85 per cent purity. 

Table I shows the yield and purity of the DPN obtained from 10 pounds 
of fresh, pressed, bakers’ yeast at the three stages of purification already 
discussed. 

Assay — ^The hydrosulfite reduction method of Warburg and Christian 
(2) as modified by LePage (8) was used to assay the DPN, The absorp- 
tion of the reduced DPN was measured at 340 mfi, from rvhich Avas de- 
ducted the small absorption of an equivalent concentration of oxidized 
DPN. The Beclonan spectrophotometer was employed. The method 
was found to be satisfactory and reproducible, and compared favorably 
with the recent modification of Gutcho and Stewart (10). 

Since the isolation procedure described had no chemical steps designed 
to separate DPN from other nucleotides, it seemed necessary to determine 
the complete ultraviolet absorption spectra of both the oxidized and re- 
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duced forms of the purified product. These spectra are recorded in Fig. 
1, and uniformly resemble those curves for pure DPN which have pre- 
viously been published (2, 11). 

The biological activity of the purified DPN was also tested by measur- 
ing the rate and extent of reduction of the oxidized DPN by lactate and 
lactic dehydrogenase. A comparison was made nith a sample of DPN 
purchased from the Schwarz Laboratories, Inc., which is prepared by a 
different tj^pe of procedure. The enzyme emplo3"ed was crystalline lactic 
dehydrogenase, prepared according to Straub’s method (12). In order 
to obtain maximmn reduction of DPN (about 75 per cent), it was found 
necessary to add KCN to combine with the product of the reaction, 



Fig. 1. Absorption spectra of o.xidized and reduced DPls". The sample used was 
a twice adsorbed preparation of 85 per cent purity. O o.xidized, A same concentra- 
tion after hydrosulfite reduction. 

pyruvic acid. The reaction system consisted of the folloning components, 
added in the order given; 0.50 ml. of 0.10 xt Na2HP04-KH2P04 buffer, 
pH 7.2; 1.10 ml. of distilled water; 1.00 ml. of 0.5 xi dZ-sodium lactate; 
0.1 ml. of a diluted solution of ci^'stalline lactic dehydrogenase; 0.2 ml. 
of 0.2 M neutralized KCN ; and 0.10 ml. of an aqueous solution of DPN 
calculated to contain appro.ximately 0.22 mg. of pure coenzjme. The 
diluted lactic dehydrogenase was prepared bj’' first dissolving cr>’’stals of 
the enzjme in a small volume of 0.1 saturated (NIDsSO* to give a strong 
stock solution (hairing a concentration of several per cent), and then 
further diluting with 0.1 saturated (NH4):S04 to an enzjTne concentration 
convenient for spectrophotometric rate measurements. The control 
S3fstem contained all of the above components e.\'cept DPN. The light 
absorption of the reduced form of DPN was measured at 340 mp in the 
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Beclcman spectropliotomcter. TJio Schwarz Laboratories preparation 
was treated with ILS to remove heavy metal impurity, and was then 
found to be 55 per cent pure. 

In Fig. 2, the rates of onz 5 mialic reduction of the two samples of DPN 
are compared. It can bo seen that the reduction of the Schwarz sample 
■was somewhat slower than that of the sample prepared in tliis labora- 
torj’-, although both preparations were finally reduced to the same c.x- 
tent (75 per cent). The different rates of reduction may be due to differ- 
ent amounts of impurities in the samples. Such effects demand 
consideration in enzymatic studies involving different samples of DPN. 
• Inasmuch as the calculation of the amount of DPN present is based 
on the amount of light absoi-ption of the sample at 340 mu after reduction 



TIME (MINUTES) 

Fig. 2. Reduction of DPN by lactatc-lactic doliydrogcnasc. O preparation from 
Schwarz Laboratories, 55 per cent purity; A twice adsorbed DPN, 85 per cent purity. 

■with hydrosulfite, any triphosphopjmidine nucleotide (TPN) in the prep- 
aration would be calculated as DPN. The amount of TPN in the DPN 
preparation was therefore determined from the onz 3 'matic reduction of 
TPN by Robison ester dehydrogenase and hexose monophosphate.^ 
The reaction system was established by adding the follonfing components 
in the order given: 0.25 ml. of 0.50 M phosphate buffer, pH 7.5; 2.20 ml. 
of distilled water; 0.20 ml. of enzyme (75 mg. in 3 ml. of 0.25 M phos- 
phate buffer, pH 8.3); 0.25 ml. of 0.10 M sodium glucose-6-phosphate; 
and 0.10 ml. of a 3 per cent aqueous solution of the purified DPN prepa- 
ration or of a 1 per cent solution of the purified TPN. The control re- 
action system contained all of the above components except the coenzjme. 
The amount of reduced TPN present was deteimined by measuring the 

® The authors are indebted to Mr. Kurt Altman for samples of purified TPN and 
Zwischenferment. 
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amount of light absorption in the Beckman spectrophotometer at 340 
m/i and comparing the reduction obtained with the DPN sample and the 
known TPN. 

By this method, it was foimd that only about 1 per cent of TPN could 
have been present in the twice adsorbed (85 per cent pure) product. 

DISCUSSION 

The method described for the preparation of DPN is based on the 
procedure reported by Sumner and collaborators (7), but three significant 
changes have been made. The first change consists of an additional 
fractionation of the crude DPN vdth alcohol. This step, which can be 
carried out rapidly, removes excess potassium acid sulfate and other in- 
soluble impurities, thereby allowing for a better degree of purification 
when the DPN is subsequently adsorbed on norit. It was also found 
that Sumner and collaborators had used an insufficient amount of acid 
in the original extraction procedure. Establishment of an optimal acid 
concentration during extraction enhanced the purity and yield of the 
crude DPN considerably. The third change is the use of a more effec- 
tive cytolytic agent,'* namely acetone, in place of ethyl ether. The use of 
acetone instead of ether, at optimal acid concentration, together with 
additional fractional precipitation ■with alcohol, increased the purity of 
the crude DPN to values far greater than those of the original method 
(7), and also increased the yield about 3-fold. 

Purification of the crude DPN by adsorption by acid-washed norit can 
be easily and successfully carried out to obtain a reasonably pure DPN 
preparation. It was found that, in order to obtain maximum purity and 
3 deld in the adsorption steps, it is essential to maintain a proper ratio of 
DPN to norit. It was also found that the DPN-norit complex should be 
eluted two or three times with isoamyl alcohol and water in order to 
recover a reasonably high fraction (70 per cent) of the adsorbed DPN. 
The elution -with isoamyl alcohol and water, originally used by Jandorf 
(6), was found to be more satisfactory than the elution udth pyridine em- 
ployed by LePage (8). 

Attempts to increase the purity of a 65 per cent DPN preparation by 
the use of lead, silver, or barium precipitation have given no further in- 
crease in pmity, and instead usually have resulted in a decreased purit 5 ^ 
Hence a second adsorption is to be recommended for obtaining DPN of 
purity greater than 65 per cent. It can be surmised from the work of 
Hogeboom and Barry (9) that a final purification by means of the tech- 
nique of counter-current distribution would jdeld practicall 5 ’^ pure DPN. 

*■ The authors are indebted to Dr. A. Rothstein for his advice in this problem. 
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SUMMAHY 

An improved and comparatively easy method is described for the ex- 
traction and purification of diphospliopyridinc nucleotide (DPN) from 
10 pounds of bakers’ 3mast Avith jdclds of 500 to 800 mg. of approximately 
85 per cent pure DPN. 

The method is based upon Sumner’s procedure (7) of organic solvent 
extraction and precipitation followed li.y adsorption on charcoal, without 
any hcav.y metal fractionation. This DPN preparation is highly active 
in biological systems, and contains onlj' a vciy slight amount of triphos- 
phopyridine nucleotide (TPN). 
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THE EFFECT OF FOLIC ACID UPON THE URINARY EXCRE- 
TION OF THE GROWTH FACTOR REQUIRED BY 
LEUCONOSTOC CITROVORUM* 

By H. E. SAUBERLICH 

(From the Laboratory of Animal Nutrition, Alabama Agricultural Experiment Station 
of the Alabama Polytechnic Institute, Auburn) 

(Received for publication, June 20, 1949) 

In a previous study it was observed that Leuconostoc citrovorum 8081 
failed to grow on a synthetic medium adequate for the growth of Leuco- 
nosioc mesenteroides P-60 and other common assay organisms (1). How- 
ever, the addition to the medium of certain extracts from Hver permitted 
excellent growth of L. citrovorum. Similarly, folic acid stimulated growth 
of the organism but the amounts necessary were very high (1).* The 
present paper is concerned with the effects of folic acid upon the urinary 
excretion of the L. citrovorum factor by the rat. 

EXPERIMENTAL 

Methods 

Care of Animals — Rats of Aabama Experiment Station strain were 
placed individually in wire-bottomed cages and fed a basal diet of the 
composition shown in Table I. 

Certain groups of rats received dietary supplements of folic acid, thy- 
mine, vitamin Bu concentrate, sulfaguanidine, or ascorbic acid (see Ta- 
bles II to IV). Other groups of rats received folic acid by subcutaneous 
or intraperitoneal injection. In the first series (Tables II and III) the 
rats averaged 70 gm. and in the second series (Table DQ 200 gm., initial 
weight. The weight of the animals used had no apparent influence upon 
the results. Urine collections were made after the rats had been main- 
tained on the respecth’’e diets and supplements for a period of at least 1 
week. Samples of urine were collected from individual rats over a period 
of 48 hours. The urine samples were adjusted to pH 6.8, made to a 
known volume with water, and filtered. The diluted samples were then 
stored under toluene in a refrigerator until used for the determination 
of their growth-stimxflating activity for L. citrovorum. 

* Published with the approval of the Director of the Alabama Agricultural Ex- 
periment Station. The folio acid used in this study was donated by the Lederle 
Laboratories Division, American Cyanamid Company, and all other wtamins, in- 
cluding the vitamin Bu concentrate, were donated by lilerck and Company, Inc. 

* Sauberlich, H. E., and Baumann, C. A., J. Biol. Chem., in press. 
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Microbiological Dclcrminalions—T\\o Icclmiqucs used to determine the 
activity of rat urine in promoting tlic growtli of L. cilrovonnn ivcrc similar 
to those used by Sauberlicli and Baumann (1) in the assay of other crude 
materials. The only dilYcrcncc was that 5 gm. of acid-hydrolyzed casein 
supplemented with cystine, c 3 'stcinc, tryptophan, alanine, and glycine 
(100 mg. each per 500 ml. of double strength basal medium) were sub- 
stituted for the amino acids in the medium used b}' the above investigators. 
No significant difference was noted in the growth of the organism when 
this substitution was made. 


Tahlc I 


Composition of Ihisnl Did 


Extracted casein (2) . . , 

fer cm! 

20 

Corn oil . . 

-1 

Salts Mixture 5 (2) . . . 

4 

Cod liver oil 

1 

Choline chloride . 

0.2 

Sucrose to 

! 100 

Pyridoxine hydrochloride 

f-i- ft' 

G 

Thiamine chloride .... 

G 

Riboflavin 

G 

2-Methyl-l,4-naphthoquinonc 

2 

Nicotinic acid 

20 

Calcium pantothenate 

30 

a-Tocopherol 

25 

a-Tocopherol acetate ... 

25 

Biotin 

0.5 

Inositol ... 

500 


In the present stud}'-, turbidimetric measurements were used through- 
out. The results are expressed in teims of citrovorum units. 1 ciirovonnn 
unit was found to be equivalent to 0.025 jul. of the liver concentrate, 
reticulogen (20 U. S, P. units per ml.), and gave a galvanometer reading 
of about 65 (Evelyn colorimeter, 660 m^ filter) after an incubation period 
of 16 to 20 hours (1), 

The folic acid content of the urine samples was detennined with Strepto- 
coccus faecalis as the assay organism. The test organism was grown on 
Medium IV (3) with folic acid omitted, and growth was measured tur- 
bidimetrically with the Evel}^! colorimeter after an incubation period of 
20 to 22 hours. 



H. E. SAUBEHLICH 


469 


Results 

Young rats fed the basal diet Tvithout supplementary folic acid irere 
found to have an average daily urinary excretion of only 140 cilrovorum 
units (Table II). In marked contrast, rats fed the diet supplemented 
vrith relatively high levels of folic acid had a high urinary excretion of the 
factor stimulating the grorvth of L. cilrovorum. When the diet contained 
10 7 of folic acid per gm., the average daily excretion was about 20,000 
cilrovorum units; when the diet contained 5 and 1 7 of folic acid per gm., 
the average daily excretion was about 10,000 and 2000 units, respectively 
(Table II). In general, the activity of the urine was proportional to the 
dietary intake of folic acid. 

In another series, rats were fed the basal diet containing sulfaguanidine 
along with supplements of folic acid in an attempt to determine the pos- 

Tabix II 

Urinary Excretion of cilrovorum Factor by Rat As Influenced by Dietary Folic Acid 


Determinations livere made on urine samples collected after the rats had been 
on the diets for a period of 2 weeks; the results are averages per rat per day. 


Folic acid 
suppleaent 

Xo, of rats 

Folic add 
ingested 

j 

Folic add 
excreted 

j Eiaelioa, eOrtrcrum units 

Utwt. 

2nd pt, 1 

3rd rek. 

7 ter im. diet 

0 

3 

T 

0 

Y 

o.ozs 

74 

145 

138 

0,25 

1 

2.45 

0.126 

333 

443 


0.5 ! 

2 

6.85 

0.137 

205 

423 


1.0 ! 

1 

10.7 

0.875 

750 

1,900 


5.0 

2 

58.5 

1.57 

10,300 

9,500 


10.0 

3 

146 

6.21 

20,300 

21,800 

23,500 


Bible effect of intestinal microorganisms upon the production of the factor 
active for L. cilrovorum. The results indicated a depression in the ac- 
tivity of the mine when sulfaguanidine was added to the diet (Table III), 
but the urine still possessed appreciable acthitj'. (Sulfaguanidine did 
not inhibit the growth of L. cilrovorum when added in amounts as high 
as 5 mg. per 10 ml. assay tube; this concentration of sulfaguanidine was 
nauch higher than would be encountered in any of the urine samples 
analyzed.) Furthermore, the administration of folic acid by subcutaneous 
or intraperitoneal injections resulted in the excretion of relatively active 
urine (Table III). This would indicate that the intestinal microorganisms 
were not essential for the excretion of the highly active urines, "When 
the folic acid was injected into the rats in a single dose, the excretion of 
the cilrovorum factor in the urine was onlv' one-fourth to one-fifth that 
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Microbiological Determinations — The techniques used to cletcimine the 
activity of rat urine in promoting the growtli of L. citrovorum were similar 
to those used by Sauberlieh and Baumann (1) in the assay of other crude 
materials. The only dilTcrencc was that 5 gm. of acid-hydrolyzed casein 
supplemented with cystine, cysteine, tryptophan, alanine, and glycine 
(100 mg. each per 500 ml. of double strength basal medium) were sub- 
stituted for the amino acids in the medium used by the above investigators. 
No significant difference was noted in the growth of the organism when 
this substitution was made. 


Tabm: I 

Composition of Basal Diet 


Extracted casein (2) 

Corn oil 

Salts Mi.xture 5 (2) ... . 

Cod liver oil . ... 

Choline chloride 

Sucrose to 

Pyridoxine hydrochloride . . 

Thiamine chloride 

Riboflavin 

2-Methyl-l, 4-naphthoquinone . . 

Nicotinic acid 

Calcium pantothenate 

a-Tocopherol 

a-Tocopherol acetate 

Biotin 

Inositol 


fer cent 
20 
4 
4 
1 

0.2 

100 

rt[. per ig. 
6 
G 
C 
2 

20 

30 

25 

25 

0.5 

500 


In the present study, turbidimetric measurements were used through- 
out. The results are expressed in teims of citrovonm units. 1 citrovorum 
unit was found to be equivalent to 0.025 pi. of the liver concentrate, 
reticulogen (20 XJ. S. P. units per ml.), and gave a galvanometer I'eading 
of about 65 (Evelyn colorimeter, 660 mp filter) after an incubation period 
of 16 to 20 hours (1). 

The folic acid content of the urine samples was determined with Strepto- 
coccus faecalis as the assay organism. The test organism was grown on 
Medium IV (3) with folic acid omitted, and growth was measured tur- 
bidimetrically with the Evelyn colorimeter after an incubation period of 
20 to 22 hours. 
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Results 

Young rats fed the basal diet without supplementary folic acid were 
found to have an average daily urinary excretion of only 140 ciirovorum 
units (Table II). In marked contrast, rats fed the diet supplemented 
with relatively high levels of folic acid had a high urinary excretion of the 
factor stimulating the growth of L. citrovorum. When the diet contained 
10 Y of folic acid per gm., the average daily excretion was about 20,000 
citrovorum units; when the diet contained 5 and 1 7 of folic acid per gm., 
the average daily excretion was about 10,000 and 2000 units, respectively 
(Table II). In general, the activity of the urine was proportional to the 
dietary intake of folic acid. 

In another series, rats were fed the basal diet containing sulfaguanidine 
along with supplements of folic acid in an attempt to determine the pos- 

Table II 

Urinary Excrelion of ciirovorum Factor by Rat As Influenced by Dietary Folic Acid 


Determinations were made on urine samples collected after the rats had been 
on the diets for a period of 2 weeks; the results are averages per rat per day. 


Folic acid 
supplement 

No. of rats 

Folic acid 
ingested 

FoUc acid 
excreted 

Eicxetioa, cilrcfierum units 

1st wlc. 

2nd wk. 

3rd Trk. 

T per gm. diet 

0 

3 

y 

0 

y 

0.028 

74 

145 

138 

0.25 

1 

2.45 

0.126 

333 

443 


0,5 

2 

5.85 

0.137 

205 

423 


1.0 

1 

10.7 

0,875 

750 

1,900 


5.0 

2 

58.5 

1.57 

10,300 , 

9,500 j 


10.0 

3 

146 

6.21 

20,300 

21,800 

23,500 


sible effect of intestinal microorgam'sms upon the production of the factor 
active for L. citrovorum. The results indicated a depression in the ac- 
tivity of the urine when sulfaguanidine was added to the diet (Table III), 
but the urine still possessed appreciable activity. (Sulfaguanidine did 
not inhibit the growth of L. citrovorum when added in amoimts as high 
as 5 mg. per 10 ml. assay tube; this concentration of sulfaguanidine was 
much higher than would be encountered in any of the urine samples 
analyzed.) Furthermore, the administration of folic acid by subcutaneous 
or intraperitoneal injections resulted in the e.xcretion of relatively active 
urine (Table III). This would indicate that the intestinal microorganisms 
were not essential for the excretion of the highly active urines. lYhen 
the folic acid was injected into the rats in a single dose, the excretion of 
the citrovorum factor in the urine was only one-fourth to one-fifth that 
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FOT.IO A(’Il) AM) CrriJOVOrfU.M I'ACTOU 


Taiim: nr 

Excretion of cilrovamm Factor h\i Eat /I.*: Injlncarcd hti Enntc of Adininictration of 
Folic Acid and Inj Salfn(iiiiinidinr Ingccdion 


All nils rcccivctl the diets or supplements for n period of 2 weeks l)efore urine 
collections woio nuulo; the values arc averages of three rats. 


Supplements 

j 

Route of nflmmiitratinn 
of folic ncul 

I) lily 
intake 
of folic 
ncifi 

I).illy 
excretion 
of folic 
mid per 

1 

1 Exert- 
, lion per 
ml per 
diy 



per r.it 

nt 

1 


y 

7 

citro^ 

rerun 

units 

None 


0 

O.Ofd 

295 

1% sulfaguanidinc 

1 

0 

0.110 

120 

10 7 folic acid per gm. diet 

1% sulfaguanidinc -|- 10 y folic acid per 

' Diet 

1 

1.10 

IS. '1C 

31,900 

gm. diet . 

1 

127 

10 . -to , 

13,500 

0.1% thymine . 

! i 

0 1 

0.001 

202 

Folic acid 

1 Inlrapciitoneally 

100 

33.5 

5,000 

(C <l 

1( 

(1 injection per 
day) 

500 

111.2 

11, -100 

(( (( 

Intrapcritonc.ally 
(5 injcction-s 
daily, 100 y 
each) 

500 

S3.0 

1 

35,300 

! 

it a 

Subcutaneously 

1 100 

30.3 

3,500 

“ “ + 1% sulfaguanidinc 

Intrapcriloncally 

! 100 

! 

33.1 

4,350 


Table IV 


Effect of Var 20 vs Supplements upo?i Urinarij Excretion of citrovorurn Factor by Rat 

All I’ats received the diets or supplements for a period of 1 week before urine 
collections were made. 


1 

Diet 

No. of rats 

Excretion 
per rat per 
day 

Basal 

2 

citroToruin 

units 

309 

29,500 

“ + 10 7 folic acid per gm. diet 

3 

“ -j- vitamin Bu concentrate*. . . 

2 

143 

“ + 0.1% thymine . 

1 2 

377 

“ -d" 0.1% “ + vitamin Bj» concentrate* 

I 2 

24S 

“ -1-5 mg. ascorbic acid injected intraperitonealljr daily 

1 

100 

“ +5 “ “ “ per gm. diet 

2 

235 


~ 0.3 T of vitamin per gm. of diet. 
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obtained when an equivalent amount of folic acid was ingested in tbe 
diet (Table III). However, if the folic acid was administered to the 
rats in five separate injections per day instead of in one, the activity of 
the urine was increased to 35,000 units. The feeding of other supple- 
ments that may be related to folic acid metabolism, such as vitamin 
Bi 2 , thymine, or ascorbic acid, caused no increase in the activity of the 
urine above that of rats receiving only the basal diet (Tables III and IV). 

Since it is known that high amounts of folic acid will stimulate the 
growth of L. dtrovorum (1),^ it was necessary to assay the urine samples 
for their folic acid content to determine the probability of folic acid con- 
tributing to the activity of the dtrovorum factor in the samples. Prom 
the results of the folic acid analyses of the urine samples (Tables II and 
III), it may be noted that the urinary excretion of folic acid was directly 
related to its intake. About 20 to 33 per cent of the folic acid appeared 
in the urine when the folic acid was administered by injection and only 
2 to 12 per cent when the folic acid was added to the diet. This may 
account for part of the difference in activity of the urine for L, dtrovorum 
when the two methods of administering folic acid were used. 

For the most part, the total amounts of folic acid in the urine samples 
were small. In view of the high dilutions necessary for the determina- 
tion of the dtrovorum factor in the urine samples, the amounts of folic acid 
contributed by the samples would be very small. Supplementaiy ax- 
periments showed that the urine samples could contribute amounts of 
folic acid up to 10 y per 10 ml. assay tube before causing any significant 
effect on the turbidimetric assay employed for tbe determination of the 
growth factor. Thus, even the highest amounts of folic acid found in 
the urine from rats (Table III) would be well within the limits of safety, 
since these urine samples would be diluted to such an extent that they 
would contain not more than 0.01 to 0.02 y of folic acid per ml. 

In one experiment, urine samples were collected from a human subject 
before and after the ingestion of folic acid. The results were similar to 
those obtained with the rat. Before the ingestion of supplementarj’- 
folic acid, the subject excreted about 6500 dtrovorum units per day, but 
when a single dose of 30 mg. of folic acid was given orally, the urine con- 
tained 425,000 units for the folloviing 24 hour period. 

DISCUSSION 

The fact that urine from the rat or man fed relatively large amounts 
of folic acid is highly active in stimulating the growth of L. dtrovorum 
indicates either that animals are capable of converting folic acid to a 
more active compound or that the added folic acid stimulates the excretion 



of an nclivc compound. 'Tlio rc.stillinjf producl may be (he melabolically 
aclivc fonn of folic acifi for anitnala or only an e.vcretoiy product of folic 
acid metabolism. 

The evidence indicalc.s (hat (he iidc.slinal bacloria are not essential 
for the production of the active principle. l'’olic acid injected subcuta- 
ncou.sly or intrapcritoneally .still permitted tlio c.vcrction of a highly ac- 
tive urine. Furthermore, when folic acid was admini.stcred in five injec- 
tions per day, the activity of the urine was ineroa.sed con.siderably over 
that obtained when the folic acid was given in a .single injection per day. 
This suggests that (he rate of absorption detcrmine.s the efficiency of 
conversion of folic acid to (he active principle. The excretion of folic 
acid in the urine would also suggest this relationship. Experiments on 
the human have indicated that, about 15 to oO i)er cent of the ingested or 
administered folic acid could be accounted for in the urine (4-9). Similar 
results Avere obtained in this investigation with rats. Perhaps part of the 
apparent disappearance of folic acid ma}" be accounted for in the urine 
as the factor active for the growth of L. citrovomm. 

Recent reports indicate close relationships between -vitamin Bi;, thy- 
midine, folic acid, and possibly ascorbic acid (10-19), For instance, 
thymidine has been shown to be capable of replacing the vitamin Bj 2 re- 
quirement of Lactobacillus lactis Dornor (12, 14, 15) and Lactobacillus 
leiclmannii (15-17). Moreover, Shivc ct al. (15) have reported that 
thymidine, after a lag phase, slowly replaces both the folic acid and the 
vitamin Bu required for the growth of L. Icichmannii. Similarly, Shive 
el al. (11) have demonstrated that the inhibition of growth of Lcuconosloc 
7nescnieroides 8293 methylfolic acid is overcome more readily AA’ith 
thymidine than rAuth folic acid. Th3Tnidine to a limited extent also 
replaces the factor required by L. citrovomm, but Autamin B 12 appeared 
to be inacthm (1).’ Vitamin B 12 has been postulated to be involved in the 
synthesis of thymine or its conAmrsion to thjunidine (14, 15). The re- 
sults Avith rats fed Autamin B^ concentrates, thjnnine, or A'itamin B 12 
concentrates and thymine together do not indicate an}’- significant in- 
creases in the activity of the urine, although the excretion of thjonidine to 
any great extent in the urine would have been detected b}'- L. citrovonim. 
Similarly, rats fed ascorbic acid shoAA’-ed no increased actiAdtj'- in the urine. 

The possibility remains, hoAvever, that folic acid stimulates the pro- 
duction and excretion of thymidine. In this respect it should be noted 
that the response of L. citrovomm to graded amounts of the urine sam- 
ples resulted in linear relationships that Avere not obtained when pure 
thymidine Avas tested (1).^ Tliis indicates that the actiA'^e compound in 
the urine is not thymidine. 
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STjMXIAET 

1. Rats fed diets without supplementan- folic acid excreted urine that 
was low in the factor required by Leuconosloc cilrovorum 8081. How- 
ever, rats fed diets containing 1 to 10 t of folic acid per gm. excreted 
urine that was very high in this factor, the activitj* being proportional to 
the amounts of folic acid ingested. The activity was increased as much 
as 200-fold on the hi^er levels of fohc acid. 

2. The presence of sulfaguanidine in the diet suppressed somewhat the 
excretion of the active principle; however, folic acid administered to rats 
subcutaneouslj' or intraperitoneaUj' resulted in a relatively active urine. 
The feeding of thymine, xdtamin Bu, or ascorbic acid did not increase 
the activitj’’ of the urine. 

3. The ingestion of 30 mg. of folic acid by a human subject markedly 
increased the urinary excretion of the L. ciirovorum factor. 
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COm^RSION OF OCTANOIC ACID TO RAT LD^R GLYCOGEN, 
STUDIED WITH C« C'^-LABELED OCTANOATE* 


Br WCTOR LORBER, MARGARET COOK, and JOE MEYERf 

{From the Department of Biochemistry, School of Medicine, Western Reserve 
University, Cleveland) 

(Received for publication, June 27, 1949) 

In a study of the conversion of isotopic acetate and butyrate to liver 
glycogen in the intact rat, it was shown that isotope from the carboxyl 
group of acetate appears primarily in carbons 3 and 4 of the glucose de- 
rived from the liver glycogen (1). The label from the methyl carbon 
of acetate was found predominantly in positions 1, 2, 5, and 6 of the glucose. 
Carboxyl- and )3-labeIed butyrate yielded the same isotope distribution 
pattern as found with carboxyl-labeled acetate, while a-Iabeled butyrate 
gave rise to an isotopic glycogen similar to that following administration 
of methyl-labeled acetate. These findings are consistent with ^ o.xidation 
of butyrate to 2 molecules of acetate, or an acetate-like intermediate. 

In the present experiments liver glycogen has been employed in an effort 
to study the metabolism of a fatty acid of intermediate chain length in 
the intact animal. Octanoate containing C’® in the carboxyl group and 
C“ in the 7-({')carbon has been used. This type of labeling affords an 
opportunity to study the fate of the carboxyl and f-carbons imder strictly 
comparable conditions. If octanoate is metabolized via /3 oxidation to 
acetate-like 2-carbon units, the first and last of these fragments should 
be carboxyl-labeled, and both types of isotope should appear principally 
in carbons 3 and 4 of the glucose from the liver gtycogen (1). This has 
been found to be the case. However, the contribution of the carboxyl 
carbon to positions 3 and 4 of the glucose has been found to exceed that 
of the f-carbon by about 30 per cent. The possible significance of this 
finding will be considered. 

Methods 

C“- and C^Mabeled octanoate were prepared separately, and mixed 
together prior to use. n-Octanoic acid-carboxyd C“ was synthesized by 
the Grignard reaction. n-Octanoic acid-7-C^* was made by a synthesis 
similar in principle to that employed by Dauben in the preparation of 
palmitic acid-6-C*‘ (2). C‘^-carboxyl-labeled acetate was reduced to 

• Aided by a. grant from the American Cancer Society upon recommendation of 
the Committee on Growth of the Rational Research Council. 

t Present address, Veterans Administration Hospital, Fort Logan, Colorado. 
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OCTANOIC ACID CONVERSION TO GLYCOOEN 


ethanol with lithium aluminum hj^clridc, then converted to the bromide, 
and the dieth}^ cadmium salt prepared via the Gri^ard reagent. This 
was condensed with the ethyl ester chloride of adipic acid, hydrolysis of 
the condensation product yielding O-keto-n-octanoic acid, Tlie keto acid 
was reduced by a modified Wolff-Kishner reaction to form n-octanoic 
acid-7-C*h The C'Mabcled acid was purified by repeated steam distil- 
lation and rcciystallisation from cold water. Both products e.vhibitcd the 
same boiling and melting points as did authentic octanoic acid. 

Two 24 hour fasted male albino rats were fed 1,1 m.M of octanoate and 
3.38 imi of glucose, per 100 gm. of body weight, by stomach tube. Re- 
spiratory CO* was collected throughout the e.xperiment. After 3 hours, 
liver glycogen was isolated, hydrolyzed to glucose, and degraded. The 
methods used were those previously reported (1, 3, 4), 

RESULTS .rVND DISCUSSION 

The general e,\'perimental data are summarized in Table I. In Table II 
are presented the results obtained from the degradation of the liver gly- 
cogen. 

The appearance of isotope predominantly in carbons 3 and 4 of the glu- 
cose is consistent with conversion of octanoate to glycogen via 2-carbon 
fragments (1). However, it should be pointed out that, on the basis of 
available knowledge concerning acetoacetate metabolism (5), condensation 
of the 2-carbon units to acetoacetate prior to conversion to glycogen would 
not be e.\pected to affect the isotope distribution pattern. The traces of 
isotope found in the other positions of the glucose are of the same order of 
magnitude as previously reported in CO- fixation experiments (4). A sig- 
nificant difference is apparent in the relative contributions of the carboxjd 
and f-carbons of octanoate to the 3 and 4 positions of the glucose, the 
carboxyl carbon predominating in a ratio of approximately 1.3:1. As- 
suming that the principal pathway for the transfer of carbon to glycogen 
from 2-carbon fragments arising from fat catabolism is the tricarboxjdic 
acid cycle (1), it may be inferred from the foregoing result that the tenninal 
2-carbon unit from octanoate, because of the presence of a methyl group, 
reacts less rapidly in the initial condensation reaction of the cycle than the 
2-carbon fragments arising from the rest of the chain. The results of e.x- 
periments on the conversion of isotopic octanoate to acetoacetate in liver 
homogenates have led Gurin and Crandall (6) to postulate a difference 
in reactivity of the terminal 2-carbon unit of octanoate in acetoacetate 
formation. 

The predominance in the glycogen of the carboxyl over the f-carbon 
may be explained in other ways. Since the isotopic composition of liver 
glycogen may be assumed to reflect hepatic metabolism primarily, the lower 


V. IXIHBEB, M. COOK, AND J. MEYER 


477 


C** content might result from a greater extrahepatic metabolism of the ter- 
minal carbons of the fatty acid chain. This could be achieved if more 
terminal than carboxyl 2-carbon imits were converted to acetoacetate or if 
the last 4 carbons of part of the octanoate were converted directly to 
acetoacetate, since acetoacetate appears to be metabolized primarily in 
extrahepatic tissues. Available evidence indicates that the first 4 carbons 


Table I 

General Experimental Data 


Experi- 

ment 

No. 

Body 

weight 

after 

fasting 

Type of octanoate adtninisteted 

1 

1 Amount of 

1 octanoate 

1 adminis- 
tered 

Amount 
of glucose 

1 adminis- 
tered 

i 

Liver 

weight 

Liver 
glyco- 
gen (as 
glucose) 




tnu per 
i JOO gm» body 
vtighl 

mu per 
100 pn- t!oiy 
veigkt 

gm. 

vtu 

1 

180 i 

CHj • G»Hi- (CHi) a- C»OONa 

1.1 

j 3.38 

6.36 

1.39 

2 

175 


1.1 

1 3.38 

7.44 

1.79 


Table II 

Distribution of Isotope in Liver Glycogen after Administration of 

-Labeled Octanoate 


Experiment 

No. 

Type of isotope 

Isotope concentra- 
tion* in labeled 
carbon of adminis- 
tered octanoate 

Isotope concentrationf in degrada- 
tion fractions of glucose 

Carbon atoms of glucose 

Percent admin- 
isUred isotope 
recovered in 
carbon atoms 

3 and 4 




3,4 

2,5 

i 1.6 


1 

G“ 

17.2 

1.92 

0.06 


2.69 


G'* 

39,700 

1.49 

0.05 

0.06 

2.09 

2 

G“ 

17.2 

2.09 

0.06 


3.89 


GJ‘ 

39,700 

1.58 

1 

o.Di ; 

1 


2.93 


* Expressed as atom per cent excess for C*’, and counts per minute per mg. of 
carbon for C“. 

t Expressed as per cent of the isotope concentration in the labeled carbon of the 
administered octanoate. 


of octanoate are not transformed directly to acetoacetate, but proceed via 
2-carbon fragments (6) . Direct conversion, however, has not been excluded 
for the terminal 4 carbons. 

The data on the respiratory CO 2 , presented in Table III, show that the 
carboxyl and f-carbons of octanoate enter the respiratory CO 2 at identical 
rates, in contrast to the finding in the liver glycogen. It might be expected 
that the isotope occurring in the glycogen in relatively higher concentration 
would be relative^ less abundant in the respiratory COj simply because 
less was available for transformation to CO«. However, the per cent 
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recovery of administered isotojic in ilic Klycogcn is so small compared to 
that in the rcspiraloiy CO 2 lliat the exjiectod di/Tcrcnco could not be de- 
tected reliably. Although the finding of equal amounts of carboxyl and 
f-carbon in the rcspiratoiy CO 2 raises other quc.stions concerning the inter- 
pretation of the glycogen data, it .‘'’liould be borne in mind that, while the 
glycogen may be considered as reflecting hepatic metabolism, the rcspira- 
toiy CO 2 arises from all the tissues, TIjc dilTcrcnca noted between the 
glj’’cogcn and rcspiratoiy CO 2 may therefore be indicative of difTerent 
metabolic patterns in liver and peripheral tissues. On the other hand, it 
may mean that the pathways for the transfer of carbon from fatty acids 
to carbohydrate and to CO- arc not identical, as previously assumed (1). 

The present experiments throw some light on the possible r61c of u oxida- 
tion in octanoato metabolism in the liver. If w oxidation, followed by /S 


Taiilk III 

Da/a on Itcs-piratory CO; 


Experi- 
ment No. 

CO; output in m\i j 

Type of 
Isotope 

1 Isotope concentration* in 

1 respiratorj- CO; 

Per cent 
ttdminis- 
tered 

isotope re- 
covered in 
respiratory 
CO: 

1st hr. 

2nd hr. 

3rd hr, j 

1 

Ist hr. 

2nd hr, j 

! 

3rd hr. 

1 

10.65 

S.97 

8.05 

Cu 

2.73 

3.28 

3.20 

42.6 





C'< 

2.70 

3.23 

3.26 

42.5 

2 

10.41 

9.59 

8.97 

c» 

2. 90 

3.78 

3,17 

49.5 

1 

i 





2.97 

3.79 

3.1G 

49,6 


* Expressed as per cent of the isotope concentration in the labeled carbon of the 
administered octanoate. 


oxidation, occurred with the fonnation of C“HrCOOH or COOH-C^H:-- 
CH 2 -COOH, the introduced into liver glycogen by this mechanism 
should reside chiefly in carbons 1, 2, 5, and 6. The results indicate that 
such a mechanism, if present, is quantitatively trivial. 

Finally, a word should be said about the isotope found in positions 1, 
2, 5, and 6 of the glucose. In the present experiments these carbons are 
found to have 2 to 4 per cent of the isotope content of positions 3 and 4. 
This relationship has been noted previously in CO 2 fixation experiments 
(4) and has been confinned by Gibbs (7). There are no well established 
pathways to account for the introduction of isotope into these positions, 
either from CO- or the carboxyl group of a 2-carbon unit. An attempt to 
explain this finding has been made in a prior communication (4). The 
possibility exists that the label appearing in positions 1, 2, 5, and 6 in the 
pi’esent experiments and in the CO 2 fixation experiments may be an artifact 
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of tlie degradation procedure perhaps introduced during the bacterial fer- 
mentation of the glucose. 


smatAET 

C”,C“-labeled octanoate (CH 3 -C^^H 2 -(CH 2 )s-C“OONa), together with 
glucose, was administered to fasted rats. The distribution of isotope in 
the resulting liver glycogen was found to be consistent vith octanoate 
metabolism via 2-carbon fragments arising by jS oxidation. The two iso- 
topes entered the respiratory CO 2 at identical rates, but relatively more 
than appeared in the liver glycogen. The possible significance of 
this finding has been discussed. 
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ON NAPHTHOQUINONES AS INHEBITOKS OF SPORE 
GERMINATION OF FUNGI* 


Bt MTJBRAY W. rOOTE, JOHK E. LITTLE, aso THOAIAS J. SPROSTON 

{From the Departments of Agricultural Biochemistry and Botany of the Vermont 
Agricultural College of the University of Vermont, Burlington) 

(Received for publication, June 27, 1949) 

Reports on the antifungal activity of naphthoquinones have been con- 
cerned chiefly vrith their action on animal pathogens. However, 2,3- 
dichloro-1, 4-naphthoquinone has gained commercial importance as a 
plant fimgicide (1), and this laboratory has reported the activity of 
2-methoxy-l, 4-naphthoquinone (2) and 2-methylmercapto-l, 4-naphtho- 
quinone (3) against certain plant pathogens. These findings directed 
om- interest to a study of the point of action of naphthoquinones as in- 
hibitors of spore germination. 

Data are presented to show that certain naphthoquinones, which are 
not substituted by hydrox}-! in positions 2 and 3, are potent inhibitors of 
the carboxylase system. 

A general parallelism was found to exist between the effective dose 
necessary to produce 50 per cent inhibition of spore germination (FHm) 
(4) with Monilinia frudicola and the quantity required to produce 50 
per cent inhibition of carbon dioade output by the carbo.xylase system. 
This suggests that a possible locus of antifungal action of certain naphtho- 
quinones is this enzyme. 

If this were so, it was reasoned that the enzyme system might provide 
a means of determining the antifungal potency of naphthoquinones and 
other compounds. 


EXFERiarKNTAL 

The naphthoquinones employed were sjmthesized in this laboratory 
by procedures reported in the literature. 2-Cj'clohe.\yI-3-hydro.xy-l,4- 
naphthoqumone was supplied by Dr. L. F. Fieser. The required con- 
centrations were dissolved in HsO and checked with a Beckman spectro- 
photometer. The quantities necessary to produce 50 per cent inhibition 
are reported as the concentration in the final enzjTne-substrate-inhibitor 
mixtme. 

* Printed bj' permission of the Vermont Agricultural Experiment Station; Journal 
Series Paper No. 7. We are grateful to the Herman Frasch Foundation for a grant 
in support of this work. 
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l^ITJCCT or iN'AI’IITIIOQUliN‘ON'j;S OX IT/XOI 


A study was first made of (ho clT('cl. of naidfilioquinonos on the respi- 
ration and fermentation of a livinp; organism. Saccharomyccs ccrcvisiae 
was chosen for lliis preliminary work because of availability and ease of 
manipulation. A suspension of washed cells was prepared from bakers’ 
yeast (FIcischmann). The concentration of cells was to adjusted that 
the oxygen consumption of the control was a])j)roximate!y GO per hour. 
Glucose (10 per cent solution) was em])loye(l ns (he substrate and 0.5 m 
acetate buffer at pH 4.8 ns the suspending medium. Tlic temperature 
of the bath was kept at 28°. 

The direct method of Warburg was used for (he measurements of car- 
bon dioxide and oxygen. Readings wcie taken for 30 minutes in the 
absence of inhibitor, after which a solution of the naplithoquinone was 
added from the side aim and readings continued for 2 hours. 

The carbo.xjdasc was prepared from balccrs’ yeast (.5) according to the 
method of Green, Herbert, and Subrahmanyan (0). Tlic product of the 
third fractionation with ammonium sulfate, designated by the authors 

(6) as Fraction Illb, was used ns the purified enryme. Tiiis was sus- 
pended in sufficient half saturated ammonium sulfate so that 0.2 cc. of 
the enz 3 me in the final fluid volume of 3.3 cc. in the manometer cup would 
produce about 250 gl. of carbon dioxide per liour. 

The side aim of the Warburg vessels contained 0.5 cc. of 0.25 At sodium 
pyruvate (as substrate) adjusted to pH 6. The main vessel contained 
0.3 cc. of 0.2 M citrate buffer at pH 6, 0.2 cc. of the purified carboxjdase 
preparation, a solution of the substances to bo tested, and water to give 
a final volume of 3,3 cc. The gas phase was air and the temperature was 
maintained at 30°. 

The evolution of gas for the second half hour after tipping in the sub- 
strate was talcen as a measure of the actiidty. 

Remits 

The effect of 2-methoxy-l, 4-naphthoquinone as the inhibitor of metab- 
olism of yeast is shown in Fig. 1. It is evident that there is a slight stim- 
ulation of respiration for the first 90 minutes. (This effect is somewhat 
more pronoimced at lower concentrations of the inliibitor.) Gaffron 

(7) has noted a similar effect upon the respiration of algae by appropriate 
concentrations of some quinones, and attributes it to a catalysis of the 
oxidation of material already present in the cells. Accompanying this 
slight increase in oxygen consumption is a pronounced decrease in evolu- 
tion of carbon dioxide. Since certain naphthoquinones have been found 
to be potent inhibitors of carbox 3 dase (8), it seemed that the fermenta- 
tion of yeast might be blocked at this point. Similarly, the naphthoqui- 
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nones might be effective at this point in inhibiting the germination of 
fungus spores. 

Table I records the relative potencies of several naphthoquinones re- 



Fig. 1. The effect of 106 X 10 ~' m 2-methoxy-l,4-Daphthoquinone on the metab- 
olism of yeast. Inhibitor added after 30 minutes 


Table I 

Molar Conceniraltons of Various Compounds Required to Produce BO Per Cciis 

Inhibition 


Compound 

against 

carboxylase 

£Z>i 9 against 
ilonthnta 
fruchcola 

2, 3-Dichloro-l ,4-naphthoquinone 

2.86 X 10-» 

3.1 X 10-» 

2-Amino-l,4-naphthoquinonimine HCl 

2. 88 X 10-' 

5.34 X 10-« 

2-Mercapto-l ,4-naphthoquinone 

4 8 X 10-' 

5.0 X 10-' 

1 , 4-K’aphthoquinone 

4.24 X 10-' 

62.0 X 10~' 

2,3-Dimethoxy-l , 4-naphthoquinone 

46 3 X 10-' 

22.8 X 10-' 

2-jMethoxj’-l , 4-naphthoquinone 

106 X 10-' 

16.4 X 10-« 

2-Amino-l , 4-naphthoqmnone 

205 X 10-' 1 

52.5 X 10-« 

2-Hydroxy-l , 4-naphthoquinone 

701 X 10-' 

>600 X 10-‘ 

J-49* 

19.6 X 10-* 

119 X 10-‘t 

2K-5* 

36.7 X 10-' 

140 X lO-'t 

36-L’ 

264 X 10-' 

2000 X lO-'t 


* Substituted pyrazoles supplied by the Naugatuck Chemical Company, 
t LDti on tomato foliage infected ■with Alternaria solani (McNew, G. L., and 
Sundholm, N. R., unpublished data) 


ported as the molar concentration required to produce 50 per cent inhi- 
bition of carbon dioxide output. For comparison the EDio values (4) 
against Monilinia {Sderotinia) fniclicola are also shotvn for some of the 
compounds. Although obvious discrepancies e.xist, there is better agree- 
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meni among those quinoncs ■wliicli inhibit nt vcr 3 ' low concentrations and 
are therefore possibly more siiccific. 

The greater activit}'^ of 1 ,4-naplilhoqninone in vitro is not surprising 
in view of its greater reactivity. 'J^hc pos.sibilily of combination with 
proteins other than the enzyme protein is llius enliancecl and might scn-c 
to lower its effectiveness in vivo (0). A .sinniar effect was noted by Bued- 
ing, Peters, and Waite (10) in the inhibition of glycoly.sis of Schistosoma 
mansoni by 1,4-naplithoquinonc and is comparable to the serum inacti- 
vation of man}’’ antibiotics. 

The loss of activity with the introduction of a hydroxyl group is paral- 
leled in the test of spore genninafion. O.xford (11) found that the intro- 



Fig. 2. The effect of prior time of conlnct of inhibitor (3.G X 10~' si 2-nmino-l,4- 
naphthoquinonimine hj'drochloride) with components of the enzyme sj’stcm. Curve 
1, substrate and inhibitor for SO minutes; Curve 2, enzyme and inhibitor for 20 min- 
utes; Curve 3, enzyme and inhibitor for SO minutes. 


duction of hydroxjd into benzoquinone derivatir'^es similarly resulted in 
a decrease in antibacterial activity of those compounds. On the other 
hand, Ball ei al. (12) reported that certain 2-hydro.\y-3-allcylnaphtho- 
quinones were very potent general respiratory inhibitors. Several of the 
naphthoquinones inliibit the oxygen uptake of the succinate oxidase 
system and the respiration of the malarial parasite, Plasmodium knoivlcsi. 
2-Hydroxy-3-cyclohexyl-l, 4-naphthoquinone, which was found bj’- Fieser 
and Heymann (9) to inhibit the respiration of red blood cells parasitized 
with Plasmodium lophurae, was completely inactive against the carbox 3 dase 
system. Methylation of the lydroxyl group resulted in a compound which 
was active against the enzyme but was too insoluble to produce 50 per 
cent inliibition of carbon dioxide evolution. 

The possibility that inhibition of carboxylase might provide a quick 
and reliable guide to antifungal activity was investigated. Assmning the 
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activity of any one class of compounds against the enzyme, the results 
indicate that the test in vitro affords a means of revealing the more potent 
members thereof. Other naphthoquinones, which are inhibitors of spore 
germination but for which no ED^ was obtained, are also inhibitor of 
carboxylase. In the pjTazole series (Table I), the values obtained for 
Compounds 2K-5 and J-49 against the enzyme were decidedly lower 
than the value for Compound 36-L. This is paralleled in the field tests 
and in the EDso-^ Certain dyes, such as methylene blue and malachite 
green which are antifungal (13), were found to inhibit carboxylase. Tetra- 
methylthiuram disulfide and disodium ethylenebisdithiocarbamate gave 
inconsistent results. This may be due to insolubility of these compounds, 
a limiting factor in this type of assay. 

Of theoretical interest was the observation that no great inhibition of 
carboxylase occurred unless the enzyme was in contact with the substrate. 
No appreciable difference was seen between the experiment in which the 
substrate was added immediately after equilibration and that in which 
the enzyme and inhibitor were in contact 1 hour longer before tipping 
in the substrate. To rule out a reaction between inhibitor and substrate, 
these compounds were allowed to remain in contact for 80 minutes, after 
which the enzyme was added from the side arm. These results are shown 
in Fig. 2. 

The inhibition of carboxylase by naphthoquinones may therefore be 
classified as non-competitive with the inhibitor, combining only with the 
enzyme-substrate intermediate. This was confirmed by apphcation of 
the equations outlined by Ebersole et al. (14) for the kinetic analysis of 
the various types of inhibition. 


DISCtJSSION 

The work of Wendel (15) and of Heymann and Fieser (16) has shown 
that proteins depress the activity of naphthoquinones and that the ratio 
of susceptibility to different proteins is by no means constant. Other 
factors, such as diffusibility into the lining cell and the differences in time 
that the inhibitor is in contact with the living and the enzyme sj'stems, 
would tend to produce varying results. In view of this, the close agree- 
ment between values in vitro and in vivo for the most potent compounds 
and the rough parallelism of the other results would seem to be significant. 
The finding that the introduction of a h 3 'drox 3 d into the naphthoqui- 
none nucleus markedly decreased its anticarbo.xjdase actimty as well as 
its activity against spore germination could be taken as further evidence 
for this hj^pothesis. This does not impty, however, that the carbo,xylase 
system is the sole point of inhibition of the antifungal naphthoquinones, 

* McNcvr, G. L., and Sundholm, N. R., unpublished data. 
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since 2-hydroxy-3-cyclohcxyl-l,4-nnplilhoqiiinono inhibits the germina- 
tion of spores, possibly through inhibition of succinoxidnsc. 

It has not been possible to aseorliiin tlic manner in whicli naphthoqui- 
nones block the carbox 3 ’Iasc system. 'I’lio fact that the cnz 3 Tnc must be 
in contact with the substrate to afford inhibition might i)rovidc an approach 
to the problem. Carbox 3 ’lasc is a sulfhydryl-containing enz 3 ’mc (17). 
It is known that sulfh 3 'dr 3 ’l groups differ in availabili( 3 ', possibly depend- 
ing upon whether thc 3 ’’ arc superficial or deep in the protein (IS, 19). 
If, therefore, the inhibitoiy action of naphthoquinones involves the sulf- 
hydryl groups, the possibility exists that it is the so c.allcd sluggish sulf- 
liydryl groups which are affected and become available onl 3 ' when the en- 
zyme is functioning. 

Studies are being undertaken in an attempt to clarify' the obscn'ation 
that the three components must be present. 

STOMAnV 

1. Certain hydroxyl-free naplithoquinoncs and other compoimds have 
been shown to be active against carboxylase. 

2. Parallelism exists between quantities necessary' to produce 50 per 
cent inhibition against spore germination of Mom'Hnia fniclicoJa and of 
the activity of carboxylase. This relationship suggests that carbo.xylase 
is one of the points of inhibition of antifungal naphthoquinones. 

3. This activity might provide a quick and reliable guide for testing 
certain antifxmgal compounds. 

4. The observation that the enzyune must be functioning in order to 
be inhibited is made. Possible implications of the phenomena are dis- 
cussed. 
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THE EFFECT OF CARBOHYDRATE ON THE OXIDATION OF 
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Although the mechanism of ketone body formation from fatty acids is now 
well established (1-3), the factors which regulate their production by ani- 
mal cells remain undisclosed. One widely quoted explanation for the 
antiketogenic action of carbohydrate is that carbohydrates and fatty acids 
are in competition for the oxygen available to the normal liver cell, and 
that when both substrates are present carbohydrate is utilized in prefer- 
ence to fatty acids (4-6). According to this concept ketogenesis is a re- 
flection of an increased fatty acid catabolism when carbohydrate is lacking 
or cannot be utilized. 

Supporting evidence for this hypothesis stems mainly from studies of 
Edson in vitro (7) who found a generally lower endogenous ketogenesis by 
liver slices from nourished than from fasted animals, and also found many 
oxidizable substrates, such as glucose, glycerol, and lactate (8) inhibited 
ketogenesis to var 3 dng extents. Further support for this view was pro- 
vided by Cohen (9) who considered the antiketogenic effect of carbohydrate 
to be a result of lowered fatty acid catabolism due to competition for the 
oxidative enzyme surfaces between structurally similar fatty acid and car- 
bohydrate intermediates. 

The availability of isotopically labeled fatty acids has made possible an 
experimental appraisal of this concept of ketogenesis. It is difficult ordi- 
narily with liver slices to determine the rate of oxidation of a metabolite 
by the differences in oxj’-gen uptake from endogenous lev'els because of the 
already high endogenous respiration and the uncertainty concerning the 
effect of the added metabolite on the endogenous metabolism. With iso- 
topic substrates, however, the rate of oxidation can be determined, regard- 
less of the magnitude of endogenous respiration, simpfy by measurement 
of the amoimt and isotopic content of the respiratory CO 2 . 

This procedure was employed in the present study to ascertain the effect 

* TMs work was sponsored by the Sun Oil Company, Philadelphia, and aided by 
a grant from the National Cancer Institute, United States Public Health Seiadce. 

t Taken in part from the thesis of Bernice Friedman in candidacy for the 
degree of Master of Arts in the Graduate School of Temple University. 
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of carbohydrate on the rates of oxidation of fatty acids by surviving liver 
slices. The oxidation rates of a series of acids ranging from acetic to 
octanoic were compared in (1) the glycogen-“free” liver of the fasted rat, 
(2) the glycogen-rich liver of the nourished rat, and (3) the liver of the 
fasted rat in the presence of the easily oxidizable carbohydrate intermedi- 
ate, pyruvic acid. The results of this study provided no support for the 
idea that carbohydrate is oxidized by liver preferentially to fatty acids. 

Methods 

Isotopic Substrates — The fatty acids used in this study were labeled in 
the carboxyl position with carbon 13, having been prepared by the action 
of isotopic CO 2 on the appropriate Grignard reagent. The carboxyl 
excesses were as follows: octanoic acid 9.60, hexanoic acid 7.67, butyric 
acid 7.41, and acetic acid 5.53, representing over-all excesses, respectively, 
of 1.20, 1.28, 1.85, and 2.77 atom per cent. 

Experimental Procedure — The liver slices were incubated in 250 ml. War- 
burg type flasks each carrying a side bulb and a 24/40 standard taper 
joint. These were attached to ordinary Warburg manometers, the ground 
joints of which were replaced by 24/40 standard taper joints through which 
extended an inner tube. To this inner tube there was attached a filter 
paper roll soaked with C02-free KOH for absorption of the respiratory 
CO 2 . This arrangement made it possible to measure the oxygen consump- 
tion and to collect the respiratory CO 2 in a single experiment. Though 
oxj'-gen consumption measurements were not very precise, they served to 
indicate whether respiration was proceeding normally. Qoi values ranged 
from 6 to 14; these are of the same order as in comparable microscale ex- 
periments (7-10). 

The animals used in this study were stock colony male rats fed Purina 
dog chow, weighing approximately 200 gm. The fasted rats received no 
food for 24 hours prior to an experiment and had a liver glycogen content 
of 0.06 to 0.2 per cent, as compared with values of 2 to 4 per cent for the 
nourished rats. 

They were killed by decapitation, and, after removal of a sample for 
glycogen assay (11), the liver was sliced with the Stadie-Riggs sheer (12). 
Approximately 5 gm. were weighed and then distributed equally between 
two flasks, each containing 30 ml. of phosphate-buffered saline solution 
(13) and the substrates in 0.01 M concentration. The flasks were filled 
with oxygen and shaken for 2 hours at 37°, after which sufficient acid was 
tipped in from the side bulb to release bound CO 2 . After an additional 
5 to 10 minutes shaking, the flasks were cooled; the filter paper rolls were 
quicldy transferred to a flask containing barium chloride solution, and the 
precipitated barium carbonate filtered off under nitrogen. Two Icnown 
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sources of error are involved in this procedure; there is a small blanlc cor- 
rection for reagents, amounting to about 10 /ixi of CO:, and there is also a 
slow decomposition of acetoacetate, amounting to about 3 to 5 per cent 
per hour (14)* which, in these experiments would account for another 5 to 
10 pxi of CO;. Since these errors are rather small, and are probably bal- 
anced to some extent bj’ unkno^ra losses, we have not applied any correc- 
tions. 

The solutions were decanted from the slices, the latter were washed 
sev^eral times, and the combined solutions and washings acidified with 
sulfuric acid and distilled with steam. Tlie distillate, containing un- 
changed acid, together with acetone derived by thermal decarboxylation 
of the acetoacetate, was caught in an iced receiver, neutralized, and redis- 
tilled, thereby separating the acetone from the residual fatty acid. The 
acetone was isolated as the Denig^s complex (15) and the acids determined 
and recovered bj”^ the procedure of Friedemann (16). 

Calculations — For determinations, the respiratory CO; was liberated 
by action of acid, and the acetone-mercury complexes o.xidized to CO: by 
wet combustion (17). The isotope excesses of the respiratory CO: are com- 
puted as relative values, based on an assumed 100 per cent over-all excess 
in the fatty acid; i.e., relative C‘* excess = actual C’ excess X 100/C'* ex- 
cess of fatty acid. 

In the first experiment of Table I, for example, the respiratory CO; had 
an excess of 0.58 atom per cent. Since the octanoate had an over-all ex- 
cess of 1.20 per cent, the relative C'* excess of the respiratory CO: is 0.58 X 
100/1.20 = 48 per cent. This value is recorded in Column 3. On the 
reasonable assumption that the labeled carboxyl carbon of the fatty acid 
is converted to CO; to the same extent as the other 7 carbons, that is, that 
the labeled position is representative of all the fatty acid carbon, the rela- 
tive isotope excess gives the actual proportion of fatty acid carbon in the 
respiratory CO:. On this basis 48 per cent of all the respiratoiy CO: can be 
considered to represent octanoate carbon. Since a total of 309 /jm of res- 
piratoy CO; was obtained, (Column 2) we can calculate that 309 X 0.48 = 
149 microatoms of octanoate carbon were completely oxidized. This is 
the value given in Column 4. Calculated in this way, this value expresses 
the capacity of a tissue to oxidize a fatty acid regardless of its chain length. 

Over-All C'* Excess of Acetoacetate — ^In those experiments in which octan- 
oate, hexanoate, and acetate were used as substrates, the over-all C'* ex- 
cess of the acetoacetate was computed from the C'* excess of the Deniges 
complex on the assumption that all of the excess C'* of the acetone was in 
the carbonyl carbon and that this position, representing the acetoacetate 
/?-rarbon, had the same C'* excess as the acetoacetate carboxyl carbon. 

’Also our own unpublished observations. 
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For example, in the first experiment of Table II, the acetone had a C*® ex- 
cess of 0.60 per cent, representing 0.60 X 3 = 1.80 per cent in the carbonyl 
carbon. This represents an over-all C*® excess in the 4 acetoacetate car- 
bons of 1.80 X 2/4 = 0.90 per cent. Since the octanoate had an over-all 
excess of 1.20 per cent, the relative excess is 0.90 X 100/1.20 = 75 
per cent; that is the value given in Column 3. 

These calculations are based on previous studies (1) which disclosed that 
the acetoacetate formed from carboxyl-tagged octanoic acid had an essen- 

Table I 

Yields and Excesses of Respiratory CO 2 from Oxidation of Carboxyl-Labeled Fatty 

Acid by Rat Liver Slices 

The substrates were used in 0.01 m concentration, and incubation was carried out 
for 2 hours at 37° in oxygen. Calculated for 1 gm. dry weight of tissue; quantities 
in micromoles; values in atom per cent excess, based on 100 per cent excess in 
the fatty acid. 



Fasted 

Fed 

Fasted + pyruvate, 0.01 ii 

Acid 

Total 

Relative 

C>« 

excess 

From 

fatty 

acid 

Total 

Relative 

C‘> 

excess 

From 

fatty 

acid 

Total 

Relative 

c» 

excess 

From 

fatty 

acid 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(S) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

(9) 

(10) 


pit 

ttT cent 

1 pit 

flM 

per cent 


nil 

per cent 

/lAf 

Octanoic 

309 

48 

EH 

264 

63 

167 

710 

42 

296 

H 

321 

48 


366 

47 

171 

600 

22 

132 

a 

382 

42 

159 1 




856 

33 

277 

tt 







583 

21 

122 

Hexanoic 

295 

38 

113 

625 i 

36 

189 

955 

36 

344 

<< 

513 

39 

200 

507 i 

40 

202 

622 

20 

124 

<( 







1085 

33 

358 

<1 


1 

1 


i 


736 

30 

221 

Butyric 

348 

32 

113 

472 1 

37 

173 

496 

24 

119 


390 

31 

122 

616 i 

40 

249 

525 

16 

84 

Acetic 

687 

19 

130 

755 

24 

184 

820 

18 

148 


639 

23 

147 

745 

21 

154 

850 

19 

161 

tt 

640 

22 

141 

650 

19 

124 





tially equal distribution of C“ between the carboxyl and /3-carbons, and 
no C“ in the a- and 7-carbons. Further experiments with hexanoic and 
octanoic acids have confirmed these results. The accuracy of the thermal 
degradation procedure we employed was established by experiments with 
synthetic /S- and carboxyl-tagged acetoacetate. Buchanan et al. (2) have 
found in similar experiments, however, a definitely higher content in 
the carboxyl than in the /3-carbon. Since the only obvious difference was 
their use of a chemical (aniline citrate) instead of thermal decarboxylation, 
we repeated several experiments, using the aniline citrate decarboxylation. 
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and we also observed an unequal distribution. In three experiments with 
COOH-tagged octanoate the isotope ratios for COOH-;3*carbon in the aceto- 
acetates were 1.10, 1.37, and 1.52. It seems apparent that thermal decar- 
boxylation j'ields COj from some source other than acetoacetate, and this 
source of error can be avoided by use of the more specific chemical decar- 
boxx'lation. Inasmuch as we were interested only in the order of magnitude 
of the acetoacetate C'^ excess, we have not attempted to correct our figures, 
but recognize that they are probabh' somewhat low. 

Table II 

Yields and C‘* Excesses of Accloacelate 


The same experiments listed in Tabic I. 



Fasted 

Fed 

Fasted + pyruvate 0.01 it 

Add 

Total 

Relative , 

c» 1 

eiccss < 

Froai 

fatty 

add 

Total 

Relative 

excess 

From 

fattv 

add 

Total 

' Relative 
Cu 

excess 

From 

fattyl 

add 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

«) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(S) 

(!>) 

(10) 



ptr CfrJ 



fer cen! 

MU 

MU 

per cent 

MU 

Octanoic 

212 

75 

159 

6S 

72 

49 

171 

73 

124 

tt 

121 1 

72 

SS 

147 

C5 

96 

18S 

42 

80 

“ 

171 

76 

130 




238 

64 

152 

4i 







115 

56 

65 

Hexanoic 

150 

55 

83 

149 

58 

86 

199 

49 

98 

(( 

219 

63 ‘ 

139 

135 * 

55 

75 

162 

* 

« 

tt 
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35 

41 
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85 

48 

41 

Butj-ric 

349 

61 

213 

136 

59 

80 

219 

50 

110 

tt 

391 

67 

260 

257 , 

64 

164 

145 

47 

68 

Acetic 

166 

33 

54 

39 

26 

10 

90 

25 

23 

tt 

123 

38 

47 

24 : 

* 

* 

85 

23 

20 

tt 

130 

36 1 

47 

41 

23 

1 

9 


1 

I 



* No determination. 


In the special case of but 3 Tate, from which acetoacetate can apparently 
be formed by direct oxidation as well as by fission and recombination (18), 
the value of 1.9 for the COOH-^-C*’ ratio was used. This is the average 
of values previously observed and confirmed in subsequent experiments. 
To represent the relative C'® excess as the relative proportion of fatty acid 
carbon in the acetoacetate, it is necessary to assume that all of the fatty 
acid carbon contributes equally to the formation of acetoacetate. Al- 
though this assumption roaj' not be strietty justified, particularly in view 
of the results of Buchanan et al. (2), it provides a useful appro.ximation to 
the true values. 
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Results 

Complete Oxidation of Fatty Adds by Liver of Fasted Rat — Data on the 
yields and excesses of the respiratory CO 2 obtained in these experiments 
are summarized in Table I. Two observations are particularly note- 
worthy. First, despite a considerable degree of variability in the total 
respiratory CO 2 , the relative excesses are quite constant for each acid. 
With octanoate as substrate the fatty acid carbon makes up about half of 
the total respiratory CO 2 , whereas with acetate only about 20 per cent of 
the CO 2 was derived from the labeled acid. Apparently fatty acids of in- 
termediate chain length tend to inhibit the oxidation of endogenous sub- 
strates. The significance of this finding is not clear and is now being 
studied further; it is important, however, in illustrating the variable effects 
different substrates may have on the endogenous metabolism and empha- 
sizes the hazards involved in the common practice of calculating the rate 
of oxidation of a substrate by differences in oxygen consumption from en- 
dogenous levels. 

The second observation is that the quantity of fatty acid carbon com- 
pletely oxidized (Column 4) is of similar magnitude for all four acids, 
ranging from 113 to 200 microatoms per gm. of tissue per 2 hours. This 
suggests that liver tissue has a rather fixed capacity for oxidation of fatty 
acid carbon, regardless of the chain length of the acid. 

Comparison between Livers of Fed and Fasted Rats — Data on respiratory 
CO 2 from the fed rat livers, recorded in Column 6 of Table I, show that 
the presence of endogenous glycogen has no particular effect on the pro- 
portion of fatty acid carbon to endogenous carbon completely oxidized. 
With each acid, the relative C^® excess of the respiratory CO 2 was of the 
same order in the “fed” livers as in the “fasted.” In some experiments 
the rate of fatty acid oxidation was definitely higher in the “fed” than in 
the “fasted” liver. In these instances the increase was due to an elevation 
of the total respiratory activity of the tissue rather than to an increase in 
the proportion of fatty acid to endogenous carbon in the respiratory CO 2 . 

Fatty Acid Oxidation in Presence of Pyruvate — In view of the lack of 
effect of endogenous glycogen on the rates of oxidation of these fatty acids, 
it was of interest to test the effect of a carbohydrate intermediate which is 
Icnown to be rapidly and completely oxidized by liver, namely pyruvic 
acid. It was expected that the presence of approximately equal molar 
concentrations of fatty acid and pyruvate would provide the best conditions 
for the demonstration of substrate competition. It is obvious, however, 
■when the data of Column 10 are compared with those of Column 4, that 
pyruvate did not inhibit, but in many experiments enhanced the rate of 
fatty acid oxidation. Inasmuch as the presence of pyruvate raised the 
respiratory levels considerably in all experiments, it seems evident that, 
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aside from an}' accelerating effect p}'ruvate may ha'i'e on fatty acid oxida- 
tion, the respective oxidations arc additive rather than competitive. 

Acc(oacc(atc Fomalion — ^iilthough data on respirator}' CO; were of pri- 
mar}' importance to this study, it is of interest to consider the effect of car- 
bohydrate on acotoacetate formation in these experiments. These results, 
for the same experiments listed in Table I, arc presented in Table II. De- 
spite wide variations in total acetoacctatc production (Column 2), the con- 
stancy of relative C*“ excess for each acid was noted to be the same (Column 
3). The proportion of fatty acid carbon in the acetoacetate ranged from 
75 per cent for octanoate to 35 per cent for acetate, with intermediate 
values for hexanoate and but}'rate. Tliese levels, for each acid, are dis- 
tinctly higher than those for the respirator}' CO:. In agreement with 
earlier e.xperiments (9, 10) acetoacetate production was highest from butyr- 
ate and lowest from acetate (Column 4). 

Comparison of Column 7 with Column 4 reveals that, despite some over- 
lapping, acetoacetate formation was generally lower in the “fed” than in 
the "fasted” liver. This effect was most evident vdth butyrate and par- 
ticularly with acetate as substrate. Because of the large individual varia- 
tions among different e.xperiments no definite conclusions can be drawn 
concerning the effect of pyruvate on acetoacetate formation. With butyr- 
ate and acetate as substrates its effect in lowering acetoacetate production 
is similar to that of the “fed” Uver. 

Complete Oxidation versus Ketone Body Formation— Oi these two catabolic 
reactions of fatty acids occurring in liver slices, quantitatively ketone body 
formation is more significant, particularly under fasting conditions, where 
the conversion of fatty acid carbon to acetoacetate ranges up to 4 times 
the conversion to CO*. The difference is even greater if we consider that 
acetoacetate is always accompanied by one-fourth to one-half its amount 
of /S-hydroxybutyrate. Comparison with data on “fed” liver suggests that 
where an effect of carbohydrate is evident it is to increase the conversion 
to CO: and to decrease the conversion to ketone bodies. 

Though no attempt was made in these experiments to account quantita- 
tively for all of the fatty acid which disappeared, conversion to CO: and 
to acetoacetate accounted for from 50 to 80 per cent; a substantial part of 
the remainder must have been converted to hydroxybutyrate, which was 
determined in only a few ex-periments. Isotopic analysis of the residual 
solutions and tissues revealed no significant accumulation of C^^ though 
its presence in small amounts could have been masked by the large quan- 
tities of normal carbon. 

Effects of Other Substances on Octanoate Oxidation — The effects of several 
other substances on the oxidation of octanoate by fasted rat liver slices 
are given in Table III. Glycerol and glucose were tried, because these were 
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found by Edson (8) to be strongly antiketogenic. N o significant differences 
were observed, however; the yields of CO 2 and acetoacetate, and the pro- 
portions of fatty acid carbon therein, were of the same order as with octan- 
oate alone. 

Malonate in 0.02 M concentration inhibited total respiration by about 
two-thirds, but almost completely blocked the oxidation of octanoate. 
Acetoacetate production was completely inhibited. The addition of fumar- 
ate restored the oxidation of octanoate slightly, but did not restore aceto- 
acetate production. This somewhat surprising observation suggests that 
malonate exerts some effect other than inhibition of succinate oxidation 
(19). 


Table III 

Effect of Easily Oxidizable Substrates on Octanoate Oxidation by Fasted Rat Liver 

Slices 

Conditions same as in Table I. 


Additions 

Respiratory CO 2 

1 Acetoacetate 

Total 

Relative 

C« 

excess 

From 

fatty 

acid 

Total 

Relative 

C'» 

excess 

From 

fatty 

acid 


flir 

fer cent 

/lAf 

■■ 

per cent 

■IB 

Glycerol, 0.01 m 

303 

49 

149 

mm 

83 

IBI 

Furaarate, 0.01 M 

460 

42 

191 

wsm 

74 


Glucose, 0.01 “ 

445 

46 

205 

153 

81 

124 

“ 0.05 " 

550 

43 

238 

146 

73 

106 

Malonate, 0.02 “ 

168 

2 

3 




Same -f- fumarate, 0.01 m 

215 

8 

17 

0 




This effect of malonate, which we have confirmed in numerous experi- 
ments with non-isotopic fatty acids in slices and in washed and crude 
homogenates, is in marked contrast to the results of Lehninger (3) who 
found that conversion of octanoate to acetoacetate was only slightly sensi- 
tive to the presence of malonate. The only explanation is a difference in 
strain of rats (c/. Lehninger (3)). 

DISCUSSION 

Inasmuch as the present study has provided no support for the idea that 
carbohydrate is oxidized preferentially to fatty acids in liver, it is of interest 
to consider other possible explanations for the antiketogenic action of car- 
bohydrate. A considerable body of evidence has accumulated to indicate 
that carbohydrate may exert its effect at the 2 carbon level of fatty acid 
breakdown (20, 21). By supplying oxalacetate (presumably by carboxyla- 
tion of pyruvate) carbohydrate can direct the metabolism of the acetyl 
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derivative formed by /S oxidation of fatty acids to complete oxidation via 
the Krebs cycle. In the absence of oxalacetate, an accumulation of acetyl 
groups would lead to their self-condensation to acetoacetate. Not only is 
this theorj' in full accord with the results of these experiments, but it af- 
fords a reasonable explanation for the apparent increase in the rate of oxi- 
dation of these fatty acids brought about by endogenous glj-'cogen or added 
pjTuvate. It also supplies an explanation for the findings of Bobbitt and 
Deuel (22) that glycogen added to liver slices increased the rate of butyrate 
utilization but decreased the rate of ketogenesis, a finding which they at- 
tributed to “ketolysis.” 

The possibilitj' that carboh 3 ’’drate exerts a “ketol}d.ic” effect by cata- 
lyzing the further oxidation of ketone bodies remains for consideration. 
This hj-pothesis is now under investigation. 

Tlie authors express their appreciation to the Sun Oil Company, Phila- 
delphia, for its support and interest and to Mr. Arthur Kent for the C“ 
analyses. 


SUMMARY 

Tlie theory that carbohj'-drate inhibits ketogenesis by competitively in- 
hibiting fatty acid oxidation was tested by measuring the effect of en- 
dogenous glycogen and added pyruvate on the rates of oxidation of a series 
of short chain, isotopically labeled fatty acids, the extent of oxidation being 
determined by the amount and isotopic content of the respiratory CO 2 . 
Not only was there no inhibition, but in many experiments carbohydrate 
increased the rate of fatty acid oxidation. 

Ketogenesis was inhibited in the “fed” liver and by the addition of 
pyruvate when acetate and butyrate were used as substrates, but was es- 
sentially unchanged when hexanoate and octanoate were used. 
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Recent correlation b}’ Lineweaver and Murray (1) of the antiti^'ptic 
factor of chicken egg wliite tvith ovomucoid, together vdth further studies 
by Linevreaver ct al. (2, 3) on its interaction with tyj'psin, have stimulated 
interest in this protein. From its resistance to heat and to the precipitat- 
ing action of various reagents, ovomucoid has been considered to be a very 
stable protein, although no evidence has been presented that such treat- 
ments do not alter its structure. The methods used to prepare it (4) 
involve conditions sufficiently drastic to denature many other proteins. 
The purpose of this investigation was to develop a method for the separa- 
tion of ovomucoid under somewhat less drastic conditions and, further- 
more, to axamine the physical and chemical properties. The relatively 
high solubility of ovomucoid in trichloroacetate systems, previously recog- 
nized (1, 5), has in part formed the basis of the fractionation methods. 

EXPEnniENTAIi 

The ovomucoid was prepared from fresh egg white by using a combina- 
tion of sodium trichloroacetate precipitation with ethanol fractionation. 
The various ovomucoid preparations used in the studies on chemical char- 
acterization were thoroughly dialyzed against distilled water at the iso- 
electric point, lyophilized, and then further dried in a vacuiun oven at 60° 
for 24 hours. 

Electrophoretic analyses of ovomucoid fractions were carried out in a 
sodium diethyl barbiturate buffer of ionic strength 0.1 at pH 8.6. Mobility 
experiments were carried out in buffers of 0.1 iom'c strength, sodium chlo- 
ride constituting 80 per cent of the salt. In the experiments at ionic 
strength 0.01, buffer salt alone was used. 

Velocity sedimentation analyses were performed in the Svedberg oil 
turbine ultracentrifuge, a schlieren optical system being used to record 
the boundaries.* 

Diffusion experiments were carried out in an electrophoretic apparatus 

* This work was supported in part by a grant from the Wisconsin Alumni Research 
Foundation. 

t Fellow of the Belgian-American Educational Foundation, 1948-49. 

‘ The sedimentation experiments were carried out by Mr. E. M. Hanson. 
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at 1.2° with the conventional schlieren lens system. The boundary sharp- 
ening technique of Kahn and Poison (6) was utilized. The value for the 
diffusion constant was corrected to 20° in the usual manner (7). 

Heterogeneity constants were determined by the method of Alberty (8). 
The electrical spreading was determined at a potential gradient of 1.7 
volts per cm. 

Viscosity determinations were perforaied in an Ostwald viscometer at 
25°, in a solvent 0.1 m in sodimn chloride and 0.05 M in sodium acetate 
buffer at pH 3.9. In studies of the effects of 8 m urea on ovomucoid the 
solutions were allowed to stand at least 1 hour before viscosity measure- 
ments were made. 

The partial specific volume of the protein was determined in water at 
25° in a pycnometer of approximately 20 ml. volume. 

The well known tryptic inhibitor activity of ovomucoid was determined 
by the procedure of Lineweaver and Murray (1) and was referred to the 
activity of dry egg white prepared by lyophilization. Tryptic activity 
was measured by the hemoglobin method of Anson (9). 

Nitrogen deteiminations were carried out by a micro-Kjeldahl procedure. 

The carbohydrate content of the protein was measured by the orcinol 
method of Sorensen and Haugaard (10) and the carbazole method of 
Dische (11), with mannose as the refei’ence standard. Glucosamine was 
determined by Hevatt’s (12) method on ovomucoid samples hydi’olyzed 8 
hours at 100° in 2 n HCl. Extinctions wez’e measured with a Beclonan 
spectrophotometer. 


Residts 

The method utilized for the preparation of ovomucoid depends in part 
upon its relatively high solubility in sodium trichloroacetate solutions. 
The most suitable conditions of pH and trichloroacetate concentration for 
the removal of non-ovomucoid proteins were studied with whole egg wliite 
at 1 : 6 dilutions vith distilled water. Picrate ion likewise gives satisfactory 
results in these studies at even lower concentrations than trichloroacetate 
ion. The other egg white proteins are relatively insoluble in the presence 
of the above anions at pH values acid to their isoelectric points. The 
main contaminant of the ovomucoid in the supernatant solution under 
such conditions is ovalbumin. The solutions, after the initial precipitation 
carried out with trichloroacetate ion, "were dialyzed at pH 3.9 to remove 
the salt; the protein was then recovered by lyopliilization. In Table I are 
shown the data for jfield and purity of ovomucoid as a function of pH and 
trichloroacetate ion concentration. 

The ovomucoid so obtained consists of two closely related electrophoretic 
components and will be referred to as “crude” ovomucoid (Precipitate II, 
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Diagram 1). Tlie minor component made up approximately 5 to 8 per 
cent of the total. In buffers at pll S.G and ionic strength 0.1, it migrates 


T.mile I 

Conditions for Precipitation of Noti-Ovotnucoid Proteins of Whole Egg 
White hy Triehloroacctatc 


Predpitalinc conditions 

i Composition of supernatant solution 

i 

pH 

Triehloroacctatc 

concentration 

Protein per liter 
cgR white 

Ovomucoid 

Ovalbumin 


emt 

Xn. 

fer cent 

per cent 

4.9 

3 

72 

17.6 

75.5 

4.0 

3 


3 S .0 

65 

4.0 

5 

22 

72 

24 

3.5 

5 

14 

99-100 

0-1 

2.8 

3 

17 

95 

4 



Fig . 1. Electrophoretic patterns of ovomucoid fractions at ionic strength 0.1. 
Duration of Experiments A, B, and C, 10,800 seconds at a potential gradient of 6 
volts per cm. A, crude ovomucoid at pH 8.6 (Precipitate II, Diagram 1) ; B, purified 
ovomucoid at pH 8.6 (Precipitate II-C, Diagram 1) ; C, purified ovomucoid residue 
at pH 8.6 (Precipitate II-B, Diagram l)j D, purified ovomucoid at pH 4.1 (8100 sec- 
onds, potential gradient 3.7 volts per cm.). 

as a slow and poorly resolved shoulder. An ovomucoid fraction which is 
free of this minor component was prepared by ethanol precipitation. Con- 
ditions for its separa^’"” "" "" ^ 
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slio\m in Diagram 1. To avoid the use of excessive volumes and reagents, 
all fractionations were canned out on undiluted egg white. The success 
of the several separations is indicated by the electrophoretic patterns in 
Fig, 1. The material which has given rise to Fig. 1, B will be designated 
hereafter as “purified” ovomucoid (Precipitate II-C, Diagram 1). This 


Diagram 1 


Preparation of Ovomucoid 
1 liter fresh egg white dispersed with Waring blender; 
adjust pH to 3.5 with 1 n H 5 SO 4 ; add 1 volume 10% 
sodium trichloroacetate, pH 3.0; final pH adjusted 
to 3.5 (25°); allow to stand overnight; decant and 
centrifuge 


Ppt. I, discarded Supernatant 

Filter and add 0.5 N NaOH to pH 6.0; cool to 0°; 
add 2 volumes precooled 95 % EtOH; temper- 
ature —6° to —8°; allow to stand several brs.; 
decant and filter 


Ppt. II (10 gm. protein) Supernatant discarded 

Crude ovomucoid 

Dissolve protein paste in HjO at 0°; dialyze 
against distilled HjO 1-2 days at 0°; protein 
concentration adjusted to 2%, pH 3.2; ft 
0.02 (NaCl), temperature 0°; add 1 volume 
precooled 95 % EtOH; temperature —6° to 
—8°; centrifuge 


Ppt. II-A (5-6 gm. protein) 
Reprecipitated at conditions for 
Ppt. II but EtOH at 42 % 
concentration 


Ppt. II-C (3 gm. protein) Supernatant 
Purified ovomucoid discarded 


Supernatant 

Precooled 95 % EtOH added to 65% 
concentration; temperature —6° 
to -8° 


Ppt, II-B Supernatant 
discarded 


protein was extensively characterized. As indicated by Diagram 1, this 
substance represents the less soluble portion of the crude ovomucoid. The 
more soluble portion (Precipitate II-B, Diagram 1, and Fig. 1, C) shows 
an enhanced amount of the more slowly migrating component. 

Electrophoretic Studies 

The so called purified ovomucoid showed a single boundary upon elec- 
trophoretic study in buffers of 0.1 ionic strength, althoueh. as is evident 
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in Fig. 1, D, there is some asjTnmotry near the isoelectric point. A plot 
of electrophoretic mobilities versus pH (Fig. 2) pves an isoelectric point of 
3.9. This value is somewhat lower than that reported by Longsworth, 
Cannan, and Macinnes (13) and bj’’ Hessclvik (14) for ovomucoid pre- 
pared by differential heat denaturation of the other egg white proteins. 



pH 

Fig. 2. pH-mobility curve of ovomucoid at ionic strength 0.1 



Fig, 3. Variation of the apparent diffusion constants (D*) of ovomucoid during 
electrophoresis at ionic strength 0.1 and pH 3.9. Current reversed after 14,400 sec- 
onds. □ and O represent the experimental data for the right and the left limbs of 
the cell. 


Heating purified ovomucoid for 1 hour at 100° at pH 3.9 in low salt con- 
centration does shift the isoelectric point to pH 4.2, which is in good agree- 
ment vdth the value of 4.3 found by Longsvmrth, Cannan, and Macinnes, 
but lower than Hesselvik’s value of 4.5. 

The electrophoretic inhomogeneity of ovomucoid prepared by heat 
treatment has been previously recognized by Longsworth, Cannan, and 
Maclimes (13), Our purified preparations were studied quantitatively 
in this respect by the method of Alberiy (8). In Fig. 3, the apparent 
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diffusion constants at 1.5° in both cell limbs, obtained in buffer of pH 3.9, 
ionic strength 0.1, at a potential gradient of 1.7 volts per cm., are plotted 
against time in seconds. The cun^e maxima indicate the point at which 
the current was reversed at 14,400 seconds. After complete electrophoretic 
reversal, the apparent diffusion constant was found to equal the diffusion 
constant obtained by the usual procedure. Since the boundary spreading 
was completely reversible, a heterogeneity constant was calculated. Values 
of 0.51 X 10"® and 0.55 X 10"® were found for the two limbs. Curves 
constructed from these values agree reasonably well with the experimental 


4 . 



Fig. 4. Electrophoretic patterns of purified ovomucoid at ionic strength 0.01. 
Duration of experiments 10,800 seconds. A, C, andD2.1 per cent protein ; B, 1.1 per 
cent; A, pH 4.0; 5, pH 4.5; C, descending boundary at pH 8.6; D, ascending bound- 
arj' at pH 8.6. Arrows denote the positions of the initial boundary. 

points, except during the early stages of the experiment, when the errors 
in the determination of the apparent diffusion constant are relatively 
large. 

The mean heterogeneity constant of 0.53 X 10"® is of the same order of 
magnitude as that found for some other protein systems (15, 16). By the 
use of this constant and the value of 2 X 10"® for the slope of the mobility- 
pH curve of Fig. 2, the standard deviation for the distribution of the 
isoelectric point of ovomucoid is calculated to be 0.26 unit. 

Electrophoretic patterns of purified ovomucoid in buffers of ionic 
strength 0.01 and different pH values are shown in Fig. 4. These experi- 
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ments were also carried out at a constant potential gradient of approxi- 
mately 6 volts per cm. A resolution which is particularly e^ddent on the 
ascending limb indicates at least five electrophoretic maxima at pH 4.5, 
as sho-iTO by Fig. 4. The effects noted are electrophorctically reversible. 
Resolution of these maxima is less complete upon electrophoresis at pH 
4.0, and, at pH 8.6, ovomucoid shows only a pronounced asymmetrical 
broadening on the descending limb. It has been previously pointed out 
by Alberty (8) that heterogeneities in protein systems are more readily 
discerned at the lower ionic strengths. In any event, the electrophoretic 
experiments with ovomucoid at ionic strength 0.01 indicate the presence 
of at least two components in the S3’stem, whereas at ionic strength 0.1 
onlj' one is indicated. Heating ovomucoid preparations at 100° for 1 hour 


Table II 

Scdimcnlation Experiments on Ovomucoid Preparations 


Material j 

Protein 

concentration 

Sedimentation 

constant 


cent 

Sceiierc units 

Electrophorctically separated ovomucoid 

0.4 

2.7 


1.2 

2.8 

Crude ovomucoid, alcohol precipitation 

0.9 

2.8 

“ “ ammonium sulfate precipitation 

0.75 

2.9 

Purified ovomucoid, pH 3.9 

0.5 

2.75 

•' ■' " 3.9 

0.9 

2.85 

“ “ “ 3.9 

1.5 

2.7 

« <1 IC j ^ 

0.75 

2.75 

“ “ “ 11.6 

0.8 

2.7 

Treated by 5% trichloroacetic acid 

0.5 

2.8 

Heat-treated 

0.7 

2.6 


does not change their electrophoretic properties in diethyl barbiturate 
buffer of pH 8.6 and ionic strength 0.1. 

Sedimentation Studies 

The sedimentation constants of various ovomucoid preparations were 
determined under a variety of conditions. These results are presented 
in Table II. Ovomucoid shows a single symmetrical boundary, which 
indicates that in the systems considered the protein is substantially homo- 
geneous. No difference in the sedimentation constant of ovomucoid 
prepared by fractionation methods and by electrophoretic isolation was 
apparent. The sedimentation constant was independent of protein con- 
centration over a 0.5 to 1.5 per cent range and gave an average = 
2.8 Svedberg units. Crude ovomucoid gave the same values as did the 
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purified material. No difference in ovomucoid precipitated from the 
trichloroacetate solutions by ethanol and ammonium sulfate was apparent. 
Moreover, ovomucoid was not affected by previous treatment vath 5 per 
cent trichloroacetic acid. Sedimentation experiments at pH 1.4 to 11.6 
likevdse revealed no change. Ovomucoid solutions heated for 1 hour at 
100° consistently gave a slightly lower sedimentation constant (ssow = 
2.6 Svedberg units) than did unheated material. A sedimentation experi- 
ment at very low salt concentration at pH 3.9 showed a single boundary. 
The sedimentation diagram of purified ovomucoid in 0.15 m NaCl at pH 
3,9 is shown in Fig. 5. 



Fig. 5. Sedimentation pattern of purified ovomucoid after 160 minutes at 185,000 
X g. 


Diffxmon Constants 

Values for the diffusion constant at 1.2° at protein concentrations of 
0.6 and 0,9 per cent were found to be 4.45 and 4.25 X 10“^ cm.^ sec.~^ 
respectively. The mean value of these deteiminations, when corrected 
to 20°, is 8.0 X 10"^ cm.2 sec.~b 

Apparent Specific Volumes 

This constant (V,p) was determined at protein concentrations of 1.60, 
1.09, and 0.79 per cent respectively. The corresponding Vtp values were 
0.684, 0,686, and 0.679. Since the last value was subject to greater 
errors because of the lower protein concentration, the mean of the first 
two values, 0.685, was used. This figure is considerably lower than the 
V,p observed for most proteins (7), although Carter has reported 0.658 for 
thjmus nucleohistone (17). From the values for the sedimentation and 
diffusion constants and the partial specific volume, a molecular weight 
of 27,000 is calculated. This is in agreement with the value of 28,800 
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reported by Lineweaver and IMurray (1), obtained from osmotic pressure 
measurements on ovomucoid. 

ViscosUy Studies 

The specific viscositj- of ovomucoid was found to be proportional to 
the concentration within the limits of experimental error. As is sho^^^l 
in Fig. 6, heat-treated ovomucoid (100° for 1 hour) showed only a very 
slight increase in viscosity. It is interesting that material treated in 
identical fashion gave a slightlj’ lower sedimentation constant, a change 
wliich might be due to the increased viscosity. Treatment with 8 m 
urea did, however, cause a small increase in viscosity. From the viscosity 
increment of S, an axial ratio of 6.5, calculated as a prolate ellipsoid, is 



Fig. 6. Effect of heat treatment and 8 m urea on the specific viscosity of ovomu- 
coid. 

obtained from the tables of Mehl, Oncley, and Simha (18). From the 
sedimentation and diffusion constants a value of 1.35 is obtained for the 
frictional ratio. This gives an axial ratio of 6.3, which is in good agree- 
ment with the value obtained by viscosity studies. Since the degree of 
hydration is not kno-\vn, the figures obtained are necessarily maximum 
values. 

Other Studies 

Purified ovomucoid was found to contain 13.2 per cent nitrogen, in 
agreement with the results of Lineweaver and Murray (1). The ash 
content was less than 0.05 per cent. No trichloroacetate ion was bound 
by the purified ovomucoid. The sample showed 9.7 per cent mannose 
as determined by the orcinol method. The carbazole method of Dische 
(11) gave a carbohydrate value of 9 per cent when the extinction at 540 m/i 
was compared with that of pure mannose.^ These results are in fair 

’ We wish to thank Miss Margaret E. Marshall for carrying out this determi- 
nation. 
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agreement with those reported by Sorensen (19). An average of four 
determinations gave a glucosamine value of 17 per cent, which is some- 
what higher than that reported by most workers (4). The nitrogen, 
glucosamine, and mannose content of the various ovomucoid prepara- 
tions of Fig. 1 showed no apparent differences. 

The antitryptic activities of the various ovomucoid fractions were es- 
sentially identical. The samples gave a value of 8 antitryptic units per 
mg. of protein, compared to the value of 1 unit per mg. of dried egg wliite 
as defined by Lineweaver and Murray (1). Our results are quite consistent 
with these values. Failure to discern any difference in activity between 
the various fractions assayed may well be due to the limitations of the 
method used. Attempts to crystallize ovomucoid from concentrated 
ammonium sulfate solutions were unsuccessful. 

DISCUSSION 

Ovomucoid is a mucoprotein of unusual stability. The viscosity data 
indicate that no denaturation is apparent after the protein is heated for 
1 hour at 100°. However, biological inactivation in the form of loss of 
antitryptic activity has been shown by Lineweaver and Murray (1) to 
occur under such conditions. The shift in the isoelectric point likewise 
shows that undefined changes have occurred. Tlois emphasizes the danger 
of using heating procedures to prepare mucoproteins, despite their unusual 
stability. In 8 m urea solution, only small changes appear in specific 
viscosity. 

At ionic strength 0.01 and pH 4.5, ovomucoid shows the presence of at 
least five electrophoretic maxima. In sedimentation analysis under the 
same conditions there is a single boundary. Thus it would appear that 
the electrophoretic results are not due to a dissociation of this protein 
into smaller molecular fragments. Our present knowledge of electro- 
phoretic phenomena occurring at low ionic strength does not permit an 
explanation of these results. A somewhat similar situation has been previ- 
ously noted by Sharp et al. (20) for horse senma albumin. The possibility 
of anomalies arising from the binding of buffer ions may be a factor in 
the apparent complexity of the electrophoretic behavior in this system. 

If the heat stability of ovomucoid is due to its Ifigh carbohydrate content, 
it would appear that the various protein molecules present are mucopro- 
teins, since the system showed such extreme resistance to denaturation. 
The high density of this protein (proteins) may be related to its carboh}’-- 
drate content, which, in terms of mannose and glucosamine, constitutes 
approximately 27 per cent of ovomucoid. 

The electrophoretic behavior in buffers of ionic strength 0.1, wliile 
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shomng ovomucoid to be relatively heterogeneous, does not disclose the 
complexity seen at ionic strength 0.01. In order to evaluate tliis property 
of ovomucoid more full}', extensive fractionation of tliis system will be 
required. It might be \Yell to point out the inconsistency of interpreting 
the results of fractionation experiments carried out at low ionic strengths 
in terms of electrophoretic analyses at ionic strength 0.1. Thus, upon 
electrophoresis at the latter ionic strength, one is led to the conclusion 
that a fairlj' homogeneous protein has been separated, while great com- 
plexity may be indicated in buffers of ionic strength 0.01. Since the sub- 
fractionation used in preparing so called purified ovomucoid was carried 
out at an ionic strength of approximately 0.01, one might suggest that 
in terms of the electrophoretic diagram shown in Fig. 4, B the possibilities 
for further separation are indicated. 

SCiElLYRY 

Ovomucoid has been prepared under conditions of fractionation which 
are less rigorous than those usually employed, giving a substance which 
is substantial!}’- monodisperse. A combination of data on sedimentation, 
diffusion, \iscosity, and partial specific volume for this very stable muco- 
protein gives a molecular weight of 27,000 and an axial ratio of approxi- 
mately 6.4. 

In buffers of ionic strength 0.1 the ovomucoid behaves as a single elec- 
trophoretic component with a heterogeneity constant of 0.53 X 10~® cm.* 
volt"* see."*. 
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Despite the many procedures and their modifications (1-4) which have 
appeared in the literature, there is still need for a more satisfactory method 
for determining sodium in scrum. The normal range of serum sodium 
(310 to 330 mg. per cent) has a percentage variation wliich is considerably 
less than that of any other blood constituent commonly estimated. Thus 
it is etddent that an adequate method for the determination of sodium in 
serum should be accurate to considerably better than 5 per cent, a cri- 
terion which very few of the available methods can meet. 

The'flame photometer, while extremely sensitive and capable of a high 
order of accuraejq has not met nith great success because of the technical 
difficulties involved in its use (5). The apparatus is expensive and often 
confficts with local fire ordinances when propane is used for combustion. 
A sensitive nephelometric method has been described by Lindsay, Braith- 
waite, and D’Amico (1), but it has not achieved great popularity. The 
older, purely chemical methods seem in general to be the most reliable. 
Basically, they all depend on the formation of a somewhat insoluble salt of 
sodium-uranium-zinc or sodimn-uranium-magnesium acetates. The best 
of these methods require preliminary ashing of the serum, a final gravimet- 
ric step, or both, and these procedures are inconvenient and time-consum- 
ing. Attempts to circumvent the difficulties by colorimetric modifications 
have been hampered by the inherently low color intensity of aqueous solu- 
tions of the triple salt. Barrenscheen and Messiner (6) attempted to 
intensify the color of the triple salt by the addition of potassium ferro- 
cyanide, but the reaction has been foxmd to be far too sensitive to varia- 
tions in temperature and reagent concentration. In fact, the color of the 
triple salt solution itself is affected by temperatme changes. Hoffman 
and Osgood (7) foimd that the addition of ammonium thiocyanate to solu- 
tions of the triple salt lessened the temperature effect but did not increase 
the color intensity. 

During the course of an investigation of the interdependence of sodium 
and chloride excretion (8), it was found necessary to develop a simple and 
more accurate method for the determination of sodium in biolo^cal fluids 

511 



512 


COLORIMETRIC DETERJIINATION OF SODIUM 


than was presently available. In a preliminaiy report (9) we outlined a 
rapid colorimetric procedure which was suitable for the determination of 
sodium in serum and urine by the average hospital, and which did not re- 
quire any special apparatus or techniques. The method was based on the 
Rosenheim-Daehr reaction (10) in vdiich the uranyl ion, in strongly alkaline 
solution, is treated with hydrogen peroxide to produce a complex of in- 
tensely reddish yellow color. Arnold and Pray (11) had studied this reac- 
tion in the development of a sodium method but had made no attempt to 
adapt it to biological uses. 

It was realized at the time our method was developed that, inasmuch as 
the triple salt was somewhat soluble, the conditions of the procedure would 
have to be fiimly fixed in order to obtain reproducibility of results. With 
continual use it was found that it would be advantageous to change some 
of the set conditions of the method reported in our previous paper (9). 
For example, the precipitate of the triple salt was too voluminous for con- 
venient handling. In view of the special problem presented by serum 
sodium, it was decided to attempt to increase the accuracy of the method. 
At the same time a more detailed investigation was made of the spectro- 
photometric characteristics of the uranium complex, the influence of tem- 
perature on the reaction, the selection of optimum wave-length for measure- 
ment, and the accuracy, reproducibility, and recovery obtained by the 
method. 

EXPERIMENTAL 

Reagents — 

1. Uranyl zinc acetate. A solution of 14 ml. of glacial acetic acid in 750 
ml. of distilled water is brought almost to a boil. 77 gm. of uranyl ace- 
tate are added. To this mixture 231 gm. of zinc acetate, divided into five 
or six portions, are added with frequent stirring. Finally, 7 ml. of glacial 
acetic acid are added, and the solution is cooled to room temperature and 
diluted to 1 liter. Thereafter, 200 ml. of 95 per cent ethanol are added, and 
the solution is refrigerated overnight and filtered. 

2. Triple salt. To 10 or 15 ml. of the above solution there is added 
enough of a concentrated sodium chloride solution to remove all but a 
trace of yellow color from the supernatant liquid. The precipitate is col- 
lected by filtration and washed five times with glacial acetic acid and five 
times with ether, then dried, 

3. TFas/i reagent. A solution of 425 ml. of 95 per cent ethanol and 75 
ml. of glacial acetic acid is saturated at room temperature with pure triple 
salt (see above). The reagent is stored in a brown bottle. 

4. Ammonium carbonate. A saturated aqueous solution. 

5. Hydrogen peroxide, 30 per cent (superoxol). 

6. Trichloroacetic add. A 10 per cent aqueous solution. 
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A-pparatus 

The Beckman spectrophotometer, model DU, and the Leitz Rouy 
photrometer were used for color measurements. 

Method 

Protcin-Frcc Filtrate— To 9.0 ml. of 10 per cent trichloroacetic acid is 
added 1.0 ml. of serum dropmse. The mixture is shaken or stirred thor- 
oughly and centrifuged. 

Precipitation of Triple Salt — 1.0 ml. of the protein-free filtrate is pipetted 
into a 15 ml. graduated centrifuge tube and 6.0 ml. of the uranyl zinc 
acetate reagent arc added. The solutions are mixed well by holding the 
tip of the centrifuge tube between the thumb and forefinger and rotating 
it rapidly back and forth. The tube is allowed to stand for 20 minutes, 
during which it is twirled turice by the same maneuver in order to stir up 
the precipitate. The tube is then centrifuged at high speed for 7 min- 
utes, the supernatant liquid is decanted, and the tube allowed to drain for 
1 minute. 

Washing Precipitated Triple Salt — 5 ml. of the wash reagent are added, 
care being taken to wash down the sides of the tube as well. The contents 
of the tube are mixed by twirling, and it is then centrifuged for 7 minutes, 
decanted, and drained. 

Color Development — The precipitate is dissolved in a few drops of dis- 
tilled water and 6 ml. of ammonium carbonate are added. Then, 1 ml. 
of 30 per cent hydrogen peroxide is added, and the volume is adjusted to 
15.0 ml. with distilled water. After mixing by inversion, the solution 
is ready for reading in the colorimeter. When handling substantial num- 
bers of samples, it is vise to add the peroride and dilute to volume only 
two to three tubes at a time, in order to forestall the formation of gas 
bubbles which may interfere with accurate colorimetric readings. 

Measurement — The sample is read in a photoelectric colorimeter with a 
460 va.fl filter. 


Calibration 

Calibration emves may be prepared in two ways: either by serial dilu- 
tion of a standard solution of the triple salt and subsequent color develop- 
ment, or by running known sodium (chloride) solutions through the en- 
tire procedure. It was of obvious importance to compare the agreement 
of these two techniques, as it would give an indication of the magnitude of 
technical errors involved in the preparation of the precipitate. Fig. 1 
shows curves obtained with both methods. It appears that there is a small 
but constant loss of sodium involved in the preparation of the precipi- 
tate from the standard sodium solution, for serial dilutions of the triple 
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salt yield slightly more intense colors throughout. Tlus loss evidently rep- 
resents the sum of the mechanical losses (which are probably insig- 
nificant) and the loss due to the slight solubility of the precipitate, which 
is probably the more important factor. Although a small, empirical cor- 
rection factor could be calculated from these curves and the calibration 
of the instrument simplified by the use of triple salt solutions, it appears 
wiser to us to calibrate by the use of sodium (chloride) solutions run 



Pig. 1. Calibration curves prepared with NaCl and triple salt solutions 

through the entire procedure. In this way, the calibration is adjusted to 
the technique of the individual operator, and results are more likely to ap- 
proximate absolute values than when empirical corrections are introduced. 

Filters 

With use of the Beclonan spectrophotometer, the absorption spectra of 
various concentrations of the final colored product were determined, as 
shown in Fig. 2. The peak absorption occurs just below 400 m/i, and there 
the variations with concentration are greatest. Theoretically, measure- 
ments carried out at or near this wave-length should yield the best results. 
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but in actual practice this ^vas found not to be the case. The reasons for this 
discrepancj’ arc evident from Fig. 3. Here are plotted the curves obtained 
from a series of standard sodium (ehloridc) solutions developed in the man- 
ner described and measured vnth the filters available in our colorimeter 
(the Leitz Rouj' photrometcr). With use of the 415 m/i filter (the closest 
available to the theoretical 400 mfj), a curve was obtained wliich indicates 



V/AVE LENGTH IN mM 

Fig. 2. Curves A through H represent sodium concentrations of 0.02, 0.08, 0.1, 0.3, 
0.5, 1.0, 2.0, and 5.0 mg. per ml. of final solution, respectively. 

that Beer’s law is obeyed, but the concentrations of most interest, namely 
the normal serum sodium values of 310 to 330 mg. per cent, fall in the range 
of poor instrumental sensitivity in which large errors are involved. 

To avoid this, and to bring the readings for normal values into the range 
of maximum instrument sensitivity, either a smaller sample could be used 
to give less intense colors, or another filter could be employed. The size 
of the sample was of necessity fixed so as to yield the optimum amount 
of precipitated triple salt. Lessening that amount would entail an in- 
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creasingly large and variable experimental error, inasmuch as the triple 
salt is by no means completely insoluble and the loss by incomplete pre- 
cipitation and by washing of small quantities of precipitate would be pro- 
portionately gi’eat. It was evident, therefore, that other filters would 
have to be considered. 

At 520 m/x, Beer’s law is followed fairly well, but the sensitivity is again 
very low and the precision therefore is not good. The use of filters with 
transmission pealcs at 445 and 460 mfi resulted in deviations from Beer’s 
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Fig. 3 


law, but the precision in the normal sodium range was far better. Inas- 
much as the sodium content of serum falls within such a narrow range of 
concentrations, the precision becomes more important than obedience to 
Beer’s law. The 460 mjx filter was therefore chosen for the method and 
used for all further measurements. 

It should be emphasized at this point that the various makes of filter 
photometers and spectrophotometers have different characteristics. When 
the method is to be used with instruments other than the Leitz Rouy 
photrometer, it is advisable to determine which of the available filters gives 
maximum sensitivity in the concentration range to be studied. 
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Stability of Complex Ion 

Numerous obson’ations have been made at various concentrations over 
a period of 2 hours, and no detectable change in the color intensity was 
observed. After a variable period of time, however, there is a tendency 
for the formation of bubbles along the walls of the cuvettes. We have 
found it advisable to interrupt the simultaneous processing of a large num- 
ber of specimens after the addition of ammonium carbonate. The addi- 
tion of peroxide, dilution to final volume, and reading in the colorimeter 
are carried out on a small number of tubes at a time. This shortens the 
time between the addition of peroxide and final reading and eliminates 
the bubble nuisance without increasing appreciably the time required for 
the manipulation of a large number of samples. 


Table I 

Effect of Temperature on Precipitation of Triple Salt 
The figures represent actual meter readings. 


Na concentration 

2Q‘ 

2S* 

30* 

tr.e. per emt 

250 

33.1 

33.2 

33.0 

300 

32.5 

28.0 

28.8 

29.1 

350 

28.9 

22.9 

22.4 

24.0 


23.0 




Effect of Temperature 

In older methods employing the imaltered solutions of the triple salt, 
difficulties were sometimes encotmtered because of the influence of tem- 
perature. It was necessary, therefore, to investigate the effect of tempera- 
ture both on the precipitation reaction and on the final color complex. 

The precipitation reaction was studied by preparing 1:10 dilutions of 
standard solutions of sodium chloride equivalent to 250, 300, and 350 mg. 
per cent of sodium respectively. 1 ml. samples of each of these solutions 
were precipitated in the usual manner at temperatmes of 20°, 25°, and 30°. 
The precipitates were then treated and read in the usual fashion at room 
temperature (23°). The results are shown in Table I. It is evident that 
all the figures for a given concentration lie within the experimental error. 
Thus, changes in precipitation at temperatures between 20-30° are neg- 
ligible. 

The effect of temperature on the firial color was studied on 1 ml. samples 
of the standard solutions described above, which were precipitated and 
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processed at 23°. Duplicate sets of the reagents used in color develop- 
ment and dilution (ammonium carbonate, hydrogen peroxide, distilled 
■water) -were carefully adjusted to 20° and to 30° and one group of precipi- 
tates developed at each temperature. The tubes were placed in constant 
temperature baths at these temperatures for 5 minutes more and then read 
colorimetrically. The results are shown in Table II. The variation of 
the meter readings is well within the limit of experimental error, indicat- 


Table II 

Effect of Temperature on Developed Uranium Color Complex 
The figures represent actual meter readings. 


Na concentration 

20° 

30° 

mg. ptr cent 



250 

34.3 

34.7 

300 

29.2 

29.0 

350 

25.0 1 

24.9 


Table III 


Reproducibility of Determinations in Standard Sodium {Chloride) Solutions 



Na concentration, mg. per cent 

2S0 

300 

3S0 

Group A, Beckman spec- 

249 

301 

352 

trophotometer 

245 

297 

352 


246 

301 

346 

1 

248 

298 

353 

1 

Group B, Leitz Rouy pho- 


1 

300 


trometer 


300 




305 




300 



ing that the effect of temperature variation between 20-30° on the final 
color is negligible. 


Reproducibility 

The precision of the method was tested by quadruplicate determina- 
tions carried out on the 1:10 dilutions of the standards containing 250, 
300, and 350 mg. per cent of sodium. The results are presented in Table 
III. It nail be seen that, with one exception in Group A and one in Group 
B, the agreement of the figures is 1 per cent or better. 

The data in Group A were obtained noth a 1 cm. cell in the Beckman 
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spectrophotometer set at 460 m/i; Group B was read in the Leitz Rouy 
photrometer with a 460 m/i filter. 

Recovery 

Recover}' experiments were designed to approximate as closely as possi- 
ble the conditions encountered in the handling of blood serum. For this 

Tablt: IV 


Recovery of Sodium from Scrum 


Sample 

Meter 

reading 

j 

Ka found 

Na 

calculated 

Ertot 

Recovery 



rt{, fcf cent 

mi. fer cent 

Per cent 

Per cent 

Dialyzed serum 






Run 1 

50.9 

136 




“ 2 

51.9 

132 




'■ 3 

51.5 

134 




“ 4 

51.2 

135 




Average 


134 




Dialyzed scrum -t- 150 mg. 



284 



Na per 100 ml. 






Run 1 

28.9 

285 


-fO.S5 


“ 2 

29.1 

287 


-M.06 


■' 3 

28.9 

285 


+0.35 


Average 


285.7 


+0.57 

100.6 

Dialyzed serum -1- 200 mg. 



334 



Na per 100 ml. 






Run 1 

25.2 

330 


-1.19 


“ 2 

25.1 

331 


-0.9 


“ 3 

25.3 

329 


-1.5 


Average 


330 


-1.19 

98.8 


purpose, 400 ml. of fresh pooled serum were collected and dialyzed to re- 
move a considerable proportion of the sodium. Analysis of a sample 
of the dialyzed specimen showed the residual sodium concentration to be 
134 mg. per cent. To 100 ml. aliquots of this preparation, exactly 150 and 
200 mg. of sodium (in the form of sodium chloride) were added, and the 
solutions were then analyzed for their sodium content at a concentration 
which now approximated the levels found in normal serum. The error of 
analysis and the recovery are shown in Table IV. 
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Muliiflier Effect 

The multiplier effect is a well Icnown device of the colorimetrist to in- 
crease the sensitivity of an instrument. It consists essentially of the sub- 
stitution of a light-absorbing substance for the usual reagent blank. In 
this particular case, potassium dichromate solutions were found suitable 
for the purpose. Fig. 4 shows the effect on the calibration curve of the 
uranium complex when the aqueous ammonium carbonate reagent blank 
(Curve A) or dilute potassium dichromate solutions of 75 per cent (Curve 
B) or 50 per cent (Curve C) transmittance are used for the instrument blank. 
The curves show that a decrease in the transmittancy of the blank produces 
a decrease in the slope of the calibration cuiwe (f.e., an increase in sensi- 



Fig. 4. Calibration curves obtained with instrument blanks of ammonium car- 
bonate reagent (Curve A), and dilute potassium dichromate solutions of 75 per cent 
(Curve B) and 50 per cent (Curve C) transmittance. 

tivity). In this particular case, the slope of the curve calibrated against 
ammonium carbonate was 1.0. With the 75 per cent transmittance blank 
the slope decreased to 0.86 and with the 50 per cent transmittance blanlc to 

0.705. In practice, this means that a given range of concentrations is 
spread over a much larger portion of the meter scale, thus increasing the 
instrument sensitivity considerably.^ 

SUMMARY 

1. A rapid colorimetric method for the deteimination of sodium in 
biological fluids is presented. As outlined, it is specifically intended for 
the study of serum sodium. 

2. Sodium is precipitated as the sodium-uranyl-zinc triple acetate. 
After washing, its color is intensified by application of the Rosenheim- 
Daehr reaction. 

> The mathematical basis of this effect was presented recently by Hiskey (12). 
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3. The stability of the complex was studied as well as the effect of tem- 
perature upon it. 

4. The accuracy of the method is within 1 per cent or better. 

It should be noted tluit when urine samples are prepared as outlined 
in our preliminary report (0), their sodium content may be determined equally ■well 
under the conditions given in this paper. 
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Glutamine has been suggested as an immediate source of nitrogen for the 
synthesis of essential nitrogenous components of protoplasm (1-3). Utiliz- 
ing anterior pituitary' gron-th hormone preparations for the production of 
nitrogen storage in dogs, we were unable to obtain any evidence that glu- 
tamine fimctions as an interim storage form of amino nitrogen (4). 
Changes produced in plasma glutamine and the excretion of urinary am- 
monia, however, emphasized the importance of the glutamine-glutaminase 
system in the transport and storage of ammonia (5) and suggested that 
kidney glutaminase might be directly or indirectly affected by anterior 
pituitary growth hormone. 

Studies were therefore undertaken to determine whether or not growth 
hormone alters the activity of kidney glutaminase in vitro, or its concen- 
tration in vivo, in normal or hypophysectomized rats. 

EXPERIMENTAL 

Animals — Female rats of the Sprague-Dawley strain, both normal and 
hypophysectomized, were used in all experiments. The hypophysectomized 
animals were supplied by the Hormone Assay Laboratories of Chicago 
and were 26 to 28 days old at the time of operation. The animals usually 
required from 10 to 14 days to reach a plateau in body weight after the 
operation. In some experiments, normal female rats 5 to 6 months old 
were used. 

Diets — ^The rats were maintained on a diet consisting of 24 per cent 
casein, 55.5 per cent white flour, 10 per cent whole milk powder, 1.5 per 
cent calcium carbonate, 1 per cent sodium chloride, 8 per cent com oil 
supplemented with a vitamin mixture (6), and fresh lettuce. 

Growth Hormone Preparations ' — ^Preparations assayed by means of gain 
in weight of normal or hypophysectomized rats were used in all experiments. 
In some of the studies, preparations were used which had also been shown 

* We are especially indebted to Dr. D. A. McGinty and Mr. L. W. Donaldson of 
Parke, Davis and Company for supplying assayed preparations. 
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to produce both nitrogen storage and gain in weight in adult female dogs 
(4, 7). 

Methods — Lyophylized growth hormone preparations were taken up in 
0.8 per cent saline and prepared fresh at 2 day intervals. The solutions 
were stored frozen, and were thawed and warmed to 37° before adminis- 
tration. Injections were made once a day by the intraperitoneal route. 


Table I 

Kidney Ghilaminase of Normal and Hypophyseciomized Rats and of Hypophysectomized 
Rats Treated with Anterior Pituitary Groioth Hormone Preparations 


No. 

of 

Female rats, 26-28 days old 

Feeding method 
and treatment 

Body weight 

Glutaminase* 
per gm. kidney 

Pt 

tate 






1 


1 


units 


6 

Hypophysectomized 

Ad lihilunv, 
no treat- 
ment 

72.0 

73.5 

1 1.5 

76 (±3.6) 


6 

tt 

Ad libitum; 
10 mg. 
Prepara- 
tion Rx- 
0998161 

74.0 

91.5 

17.5 

122 (±2.4) 

<0.01 

5 

1 

Normal 

Stomach 
tube;§ no 
treatment 

99.0 

92.5 

-6.5 

141 (±26.2) 


6 


Ad libitum; 
no treat- 
ment 

124.0 

150.5 

26.5 

233 (±12.2) 



* The values shown are the average of two assays. Each assay was conducted on 
the pooled kidneys of two to three rats. The values in parentheses are the standard 
deviations of the mean. 


t From Fisher’s (14) table of t. Values of 0.01 or less are considered highly sig- 
nificant. 

t Growth hormone, Preparation Rx099816, assayed at 1361 units per gm. in the 
normal adult female rat. The 10 mg. dose was administered in daily 1 mg. injections 
over a 10 day period. A 200 mg. dose of this preparation produced nitrogen storage 
of 0.7 gm. per kilo of body weight in an adult female dog (4). 

§ Based on the average food consumption of the hypophysectomized rats treated 
with grovdih hormone. 

In general, a 5 day control period followed by a 10 to 15 day period of 
treatment tvith the growth hormone preparation constituted an experiment. 
At the end of the experiment the rat was fasted for 24 hours and then sacri- 
ficed by a sharp blow on the head Rnd decapitated. The kidneys were 
quicldy removed, decapsulated, frozen, and stored in dry ice until assayed. 
Glutaminase assays were conducted according to the method of Archi- 
bald (8) by micro ammonia distillation and nesslerization (9). 










P. D. PAnTI.ETT AND O. H. GAEBliEli 


525 


Rcsnlls 

In Table I arc recorded the results of studies on kidney glutaminase of 
normal and hj-pophyscctomized rats and of hj'pophysoctomized rats treated 

Taum; II 


Kidncii Gliitnminaac of J[;ipophy!!cclo}nizcd Rais Treated irilh Anterior Pituitary 
Growth Hormone Preparations 

Each group consisted of ten hypophyscctomizod female rats, 2G to 28 days old. 


Feeding raethod and Irealmcnt 

Body weight 

1 

Glutjkminase* 
per gra. kidney 




Ad libitum; no treatment 

Pair-fed with untreated animals; 0.8 mg. 
Preparation Rx099SlCt 


[ im- 
1 77.0 

1 90.0 


units 

79 (±10) 

80 (±4) 


* The values shown arc the average of two glutaminase assays. Each assaj’’ was 
conducted on the pooled kidneys of five rats. 

t Growth hormone, Preparation Rx099816, is the same preparation used and de- 
scribed in Table I. 

Table III 

Kidney Glutaminase of Normal Rats Treated with Anterior Piluitary Growth Hormone 

Preparations 


Each group consisted of three normal female rats, 5 to 6 months old. 


Feeding method and treatment 

Body weight 

Glutaznlnase* 

pergm. 

kidney 





jm. 

pn. 

tm. 

units 

Controls fed ad libitum; no treatment 

278.8 

274.2 

-4.6 

95 

Pair-fed with controls fed ad libitum; 3.5 mg. 
Preparation Rx099916t 

274.2 

284.0 

9.8 

100 

Pair-fed with controls fed ad libitum; 7 mg. 
Preparation Rx099916 

265.5 

288.5 

i 

23.0 

95 


* The values shown are for assays on pooled kidney preparations prepared from 
the niunber of rats shown in each group. 

t Growth hormones, Preparation Rx0999i6, assayed at 3502 units per gm. in the 
normal adult female rat. In hypophysectomized rats this preparation assayed 
at an activity equivalent to about 91 per cent of that obtained at the 10 y level 
for a 10 day injection period with pure crystalline growth hormone described by 
Pishman, Wilhelmi, and Russell (15). The injections in this experiment were 
spread over a 16 day period. 

vrtth a growth hormone preparation. Treatment of hypophysectomized 
rats w'ith growth hormone resulted in a marked increase in the concentra- 
tion of kidney glutaminase, which approached the value obtained in nor- 
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mal rats fed the same amount of food by stomach tube. Normal rats of the 
same age group, fed ad lihitum, gave a still higher assay of kidney gluta- 
minase. Growth hormone-treated rats had an average daily food intake 
during the injection period of 5.9 gm., while the untreated hypophysecto- 
mized animals consumed 6 gm. per da3^ 


Table IV 

Kidney Glutaminase of Normal Rats Treated with Anterior Pituitary Growth Hormone 
Each group consisted of three normal female rats, 5 to 6 months old. 


Feeding method and treatment 

Body Tfcight 

I Glutaminase* 

1 per gm. kidney 

P 





Ad libitum-, no treatment 
Pair -fed with group fed 
ad libitum; 20 mg. Prep- 
aration Rx099916t 

gm. 

258.3 

259.8 

gm. 

256.3 I 
297.5 i 

gm. 

-2.0 

37.7 

units 

93 (±10.0) 
83 (±13.0) 

Between 0.2 and 
0.1 


* The values shown arc the average of two assays. One assay was conducted on 
the pooled kidneys from two rats, while the other assay was conducted on the kid- 
neys from one rat. 

t Growth hormone. Preparation Rx099916, is the same as that described in Table 
III. The total dosage of 20 mg. was administered over a 15 day period. 


Table V 

Effects In Vitro of Anterior Pituitary Growth Hormone Preparations on Kidney 

Glutaminase 


Growth hormone* added to assay tube 

Amide nitrogen hydrolyzed in IS min. 

7 

7 

None 

14.3 

0.1 

14.7 

1.0 

14.7 

10.0 

14.4 

100.0 

14.0 

1000,0 

15.0 


* Growth hormone. Preparation Rx099S16, described in Table I, was used in this 
experiment. 


In Table II are summarized the data obtained in similar experiments con- 
ducted at lower growth hormone dosage levels, ■with pair-fed hypophy- 
sectomized rats. It is quite apparent that, although the dosage levels em- 
ployed were effective in producing body weight gains of from 17 to 19 
per cent, no significant changes in kidney glutaminase were produced. 

Table III shows the results of a study conducted on 5 to 6 month-old 
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normal female rats. Animals treated with doses of 3.5 and 7.0 mg. of 
groR-th hormone and pair-fed with controls recemng food ad Ubiium 
showed increases in weight but no significant change in glutaminose con- 
centration. 

In Table IV are shown data obtained at a higher level of growth hormone 
treatment. 5 to 6 month-old normal females, treated with a total dosage 
of 20 mg. of growth hormone and pair-fed with controls fed ad libitum, 
showed slightly diminished kidnej’ glutaminase concentrations. 

Table V summarizes the results of a t 3 T)ical study in which the effects of 
anterior pituitary growth hormone preparations were tested in vitro on 
kidney glutaminase preparations obtained from hypophysectomized rats. 
A series of assay tubes was prepared as in the usual assay procedure, and 
to each tube was added 1 ml. of an 0.8 per cent saline solution of the growth 
hormone preparation containing the desired concentration of the prepara- 
tion to be tested. The tubes were incubated for 15 minutes and the amide 
nitrogen hydrolyzed was determined by the usual micro ammonia distilla- 
tion procedure. Added concentrations of growth hormone ranging from 
0.1 7 to 1 mg. produced no significant effect. 

DISCUSSION 

From the results shown in Table I, it is apparent that h 3 T)ophyBectomy 
results in a decrease in the concentration of kidney glutaminase. Treat- 
ment of the hypophysectomized animals with growth hormone prepara- 
tions at the total dosage level of 10 mg. produced a highly significant 
increase in kidney glutaminase, yet treatment with doses approximately one- 
tenth as great, as shown in Table II, failed to produce any change. Since 
treatment of the rats at the low dosage level produced a marked gain in 
weight, this response appears to be more sensitive than the increase in 
kidney glutaminase concentration. 

Of considerable interest is the apparent increase in the utilization of food 
consumed by hypophysectomized rats treated with growth hormone. The 
food intake of both treated and untreated animals was nearly identical, 
yet the treated animals showed an increase in body weight of approximately 
24 per cent above their control level. This finding is in agreement with 
results reported by Lee and Schaffer (10) and Nilson et al. (11) on normal 
pair-fed rats and on normal rats genetically equivalent with respect to the 
utilization of food. 

No significant changes in kidney glutaminase concentrations were pro- 
duced in 5 to 6 month-old normal female rats treated at three different 
dosage levels with a highly active growth hormone preparation. That this 
was not due to rapid excretion or inactivation of the hormone by normal 
animals is indicated by their gain in weight. 
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Failure to obtain significant effects from growth hormone preparations 
at physiological levels in experiments both in vivo and in vitro seems to 
indicate that anterior pituitary growth hormone has no direct effect on 
kidney glutaminase. The production of a significant increase in the con- 
centration of kidney glutaminase in hypophysectomized animals at higher 
dosage levels, however, suggests an indirect effect. Explanation of such 
an effect might be found in an increased stimulation of renal glutaminase 
through ketosis (12), produced in rats treated with growth hormone (13). 

SUMMAEY 

1. Effects of anterior pituitary growth hormone preparations on Iddney 
glutaminase were studied in hypophysectomized animals, in normal ani- 
mals, and in experiments in vitro. 

2. Growth hormone preparations, at dosage levels well above those re- 
quired to produce the physiological response of body weight gain, produce 
a significant increase in the concentration of kidney glutaminase in 26 to 
28 day-old hypophysectomized rats. At dosage levels just sufl&cient to 
produce body weight gain, no change occurred in Iddney glutaminase. 

3. Anterior pituitary growth hormone had no effect on the kidney 
glutaminase of normal 5 to 6 month-old female rats which had reached a 
weight plateau. 

4. Anterior pituitary growth hormone preparations produced no effect in 
vitro on the hydrolysis of amide nitrogen from glutamine by Iddney gluta- 
minase. 
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STUDIES ON THE MECHANISM OF NITROGEN STORAGE 

HI. THE EFFECTS OF ANTERIOR PITUITARY GRO^^TH HORMONE 
PREPARATIONS ON THE pyRU\OVTE-ACTIVATED DE.^MIDA- 
TION OF GLUTiVMINE IN LITOR TISSUE 

Bt PAUL D. BARTLETT and OLWER H. GABBLER 

(From the Edsel B. Ford Insliluic for Medical Research, Henri; Ford 
Hospital, Detroit) 

(Received for publication, July 18, 1949) 

High deh 5 'dropeptidase activity in neoplastic liver tissue (1) might be 
considered evidence for the active participation of dehydropeptides and 
their h 3 ’drolyzing enzymes in processes of growth. Since pyruvate-acti- 
vated deamidation of glutamine has been interpreted as being due to inter- 
mediate dehydropeptide formation followed by enzymatic hydrolysis to 
glutamic acid, ammonia, and pyruvic acid (2), it seemed of interest to de- 
termine whether or not this process is altered in normal liver tissue when 
growth is arrested by hjTiophysectomy or induced by administration of 
growth hormone. Experiments of this type were also a logical extension 
of preceding ones concerning the glutamine-glutaminase system, in which 
deamidation is phosphate-activated (3). 

EXPBRIMENTAIi 

Tissues — The rat liver tissues used in the deamidation studies were ob- 
tained from animals sacrificed during the course of the experiments reported 
in the preceding paper (3). 

Preparation of Tissue Extracts — Aqueous extracts of fresh liver tissues 
were obtained by weighing the organ immediately after removal from the 
animal and homogenizing (4) with a volume of water equivalent to 10 times 
the organ weight. Homogenates were allowed to stand 1 hour at room 
temperature with occasional shaking and then centrifuged for 5 minutes 
at 1500 R.P.M. (5). The supernatant was used immediately in the deamida- 
tion study. 

Preparation of Reaction Tubes — ^The reaction mixture used in determin- 
ing the capacity of the liver extracts to deamidate glutamine in the presence 
of pyruvate was essentially the same as that described by Errera and 
Greenstein (6). Each tube contained 1 ml. of veronal-acetate buffer at pH 
6.8, 1 ml. of aqueous glutamine substrate containing 14 p'is. of glutamine, 1 
ml. of pyruvate solution neutralized to pH 7 and containing 30 pas. per ml., 
and 0.5 ml. of rat liver extract. Extract and reagent blanks were prepared 
and run simultaneously. Tubes were incubated for 4 hours at 38°, and 
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then immediately frozen and stored in dry ice until the ammonia produced 
in the deamidation could be distilled. The micro ammonia distillation and 
nesslerization procedure of Archibald (7) was used. Results of the deter- 
mination were expressed in terms of deamidation values defined as the 
number of micrograms of amide nitrogen (blank-corrected) split from gluta- 
mine under the described experimental conditions. The values tabulated, 
with the exception of those shown in Table II, are averages obtained from 
determinations conducted on liver extracts prepared from each rat in the 
group. 


Table I 

Effects of Hypophysect07ny and Growth Hormone Preparation on Pijruvate-Activated 
Deamidation of Glutamine in Liver Extracts 


No. of 

Female rats, 26-28 

1 

Feeding method and i 

Body weight 

Deamidation 
value,* amide N 

rats 

I days old 

treatment 

Initial 

Termi- 

nal 

Change 

deamidated 
in 4 hrs. 




gm. 

gm. 

gm. 

y 

5 

Hypophysecto- 

mized 

Ad libitum', no 
treatment 

72.8 

73.4 

0.6 

23.7 (±3.0) 

5 

1 

Hypophysecto- 

mized 

Ad libitum', 10 mg. 
Preparation 
Rx099816t 

74.0 

92.2 

18.2 

22.9 (±1.8) 

1 

4 

Normal 

Stomach tube, 
based on intake 
of treated rats 

77.0 

72.0 

-5.0 

27.3 (±3.5) 


* The values in parentheses are standard deviations from the mean, 
t Growth hormone, Preparation Rx099816, which assayed 1361 units per gm. by 
the normal adult female rat method. The rats received 1 mg. per dayintraperitone- 
ally for 10 days. 


Results 

In Table I are recorded the results of a study on 26 to 28 day-old hypo- 
physectomized rats treated with a total dose of 10 mg. of a growth hormone 
preparation previously shown to be potent with respect to the production 
of nitrogen storage and gain in body weight in the dog. Extracts prepared 
from the livers of the treated animals showed practically the same capacity 
to deamidate glutamine in the presence of pyruvate as extracts prepax’ed 
from the untreated hypophysectomized group. Normal rats maintained 
at a food intake based on that of the treated group showed a slightly higher 
capacity to deamidate glutamine under the same conditions. 

The results of a similar experiment conducted on four groups of rats in 
the same age group, but treated withmuch smaller doses of growth hormone, 
are summarized in Table II. Liver e.xtracts prepared from hypophysec- 
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Tahijt: II 


Effects of Vonous Doses of Anterior Pituitanj Growth Hormone Preparation on 
Pi/rnratc-Actifatcd Deamidation of Glutamine in Liver Extracts 
Each group consisted of five females hypophj'sectomizcd at 20 to 28 days of age. 


Fctding method and treatment 

Body weight 

Deamidation 
value,* amide N 
deamidated in 

4 hrs. 

Initial 

Tcnninal | 

Change 


£m. 

gm. 1 

fm. 

7 

Ad libitum; saline controls 

C9.8 

71.6 

1.8 

22.0 

Ad libitum; 10 y Preparation Rx09991G per 
daj' for 15 daj’sf 

67.0 

77.9 

10.9 

31.2 

Ad libitum; 20 y Preparation Rx099916 per 
d.ay for 15 da3’S 

69.0 

85.1 

16.1 

25.2 

Ad libitum; 40 y Preparation Rx09991C per 
daj- for 15 daj'S 

68. 7 

89.3 

1 

! 

20.6 

20.0 


* Liver from five rats in each group pooled for determination of the deamidation 
value. 

t Growth hormone, Preparation Rx099916, assayed at 3502 units per gm. by the 
normal adult female rat procedure. The total treatment was administered over a 
15 day period. The assay of Preparation Rs09991G, by the 26 to 28 day-old hypo- 
phj-sectomized rat procedure, showed an activity of approximately 91 per cent of 
that obtained at the 10 y per day injection level with pure crystalline growth hor- 
mone described by Fishman, Wilhelmi, and Russell (9). 

Table III 

Effects of Anterior Pituitary Growth Hormone Preparation on Pyruvate- Activated 
Deamidation of Glutamine in Liver Extracts of Adult Rats 

Each group consisted of normal female rats, 5 to 6 months old. 


No. of 

Feeding method and treatment 

Body Nveight 

Deamidation 
; value, amide N 
deamidated in 

4 hrs. 

rats 

i Initial 

1 Terminal 

j Change 



gm. 

gm. 

Sm. 

7 

4 

Ad libitum; no treatment; 
controls 

275.3 

273.4 

-1.9 

29.6 (±1.0) 

4 

Pair-fed with controls; 3.5 
mg. Preparation Rx099916t 


281.0 

10.9 

32.9 (±2.9) 

3 

Pair-fed with controls; 7.0 
mg. Preparation Rx099916 

261.8 

284.8 

23.0 

32.3 (±9.3) 


* From Fisher’s table of i values. A value of 0.01 or less is highly significant, 
t Growth hormone. Preparation Rx099916, described in Table II. Injections 
were spread over a 15 day period. 

tomized rats treated tvith 10 y of growth hormone per day for 15 days 
showed a greater capacity to deamidate glutamine than liver extracts from 
similar rats treated with 20 and 40 y per day. 
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Tables III and IV show the results of studies on 5 to 6 month-old normal 
female rats, treated at three different dosage levels with the groiiVth hormone 
preparation described in Table II. The capacity of liver extracts prepared 
from animals treated at the 3.5 and 7.0 mg. levels to deamidate glutamine 
in the presence of pyruvate does not differ significantly from liver extracts 
of normal controls. At the 20 mg. level of treatment the difference in the 
deamidating capacity is greater but still statistically insignificant. 

Table IV 

Effects of Large Doses of Anterior Pituitary Growth Hormone Preparation on 
Pyruvate-Activated Deamidation of Glutamine in Liver Extracts 


Each group consisted of four normal female rats, 5 to 0 months old. 


Feeding method and treatment 

Body weight 

Deamidation 
value, amide N 
deamidated in 

4 hrs. 

P 





Ad libitum-, no treatment; controls 
Pair-fed with controls; 20 mg. Prep- 
aration 11x099916* 

fim. 

258,2 
259.8 1 

1 

1 

gm. 

256.3 

297.5 

gm. 

-1.9 

37.7 

7 

32.4 (±2.5) 
38.0 (±2.3) 

0.4 


* Growth hormone, Preparation Rx099916, described in Table II. Injections 
were spread over a 15 day period. 


DISCUSSION 

In considering the results of our experiments on both normal and hypo- 
physectomized rats, we find that pyruvate-activated deamidation of gluta- 
mine in liver extracts is in general unaffected by hypophysectomy or by 
anterior pituitary growth hormone preparation, even though decided 
changes in weight were produced. The results of the study tabulated in 
Table II might suggest an effect at very low levels of hormone treatment. 
Liver extracts prepared from rats treated with 10 7 per day gave a deamida- 
tion value of 31.2, while those from livers of control animals gave a value 
of 22. 

In addition to the proposed dehydropeptide-dehydropeptidase mecha- 
nism for pyruvate-activated deamidation of glutamine (2), it recently has 
been suggested that pyruvate might function as a coenzyme in a reversible 
enzyme-pyruvate complex (8). Regardless of the mechanism, ouf nega- 
tive results are of interest in that pyruvate-activated deamidation of 
glutamine in rat liver tissue appears to be unaffected by growth hormone 
at doses above 10 7 per day. 

SUMMAEY 

1. Effects of anterior pituitary growth hormone preparations on the 
pyruvate-activated deamidation of glutamine were studied in liver tissue 
extracts prepared from both normal and hypophysectomized rats. 
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2. Treatment of Iu*pophyscctomized rats at high dosage levels had no 
cfTect on the capacity of the liver tissue extracts to deamidate glutamine in 
the presence of pjTUvatc. Results of studies at very low levels of growth 
hormone treatment suggest an cfifcct but are not conclusive. 

3. Tile capacit}' of the normal rat liver to deamidate glutamine in the 
presence of piTuvate appears to be unaffected by anterior pituitary growth 
hormone treatment. Tlircc different le'V’cls of growth hormone treatment 
were studied. 
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(From the National Cancer Institute, National Institutes of Health, 
Bethesda, Maryland) 

(Received for publication, July 21, 1949) 

The three peptides, glyc3ddeh3’^droalanine (GDA), glycyl-L-alanine 
(i/-GA), and glyc3’l-D-alanine (n-GA), are rapidly hydrolyzed by kidney 
and other tissues (2-6). Thus far no knottni function has been demon- 
strated for the so called n-peptidase and dehydropeptidase s3'stems. The 
problem arises as to whether the enz3'mes attacldng these three analogous 
substrates are separate in identit3\ Maschmann has shoum that in guinea 
pigkidne3’' eAdracts manganese and C3'steine, when added together, markedly 
accelerate the cleavage of the more slowb'^ hydrol3'zed n isomer of glycyl- 
DL-alanine, whereas the more rapidly hydrol3’^zed l isomer was slightly 
inhibited (6). On the basis of these e.vperiments he has concluded that the 
two isomers of gl3’’cyl-nL-alanine are h3’^drolyzed by different enzymes. 

Using gIyc 3 ddehydroaIanine and optically pure glycyl-L-alanine and 
glycyl-n-alanine (7), we have utilized a number of different experimental 
techniques to investigate this problem more fully. The methods used 
have included (a) a comparison of the activity ratios of the three sub- 
strates in extracts of rat tissue, (6) differential centrifugation of tissue 
homogenates, (c) alcohol, low temperature fractionation, {d) the rela- 
tion of activity to pH, (e) enzyme saturation studies, and (/) activation 
and inhibition experiments. Evidence from all of these approaches is 
consistent with the conclusion that the hydrolysis of each of the three 
substrates is catalyzed by a separate enzyme. 

EXPEKIMENTAL 

Preparation of Substrates 

Glycyldehydroalanine was obtained by amination of chloroacetyl- 
dehydroalanine (8). Chloroacetyldehydroalanine was synthesized from 
chloroacetonitrile and pyruvic acid by the method of Price and Green- 
stein (9). 

Glycyl-L-alanine and glycyl-n-alanine were prepared by the enzymatic 
resolution of chloroacetyl-DL-alanine by the procedure of Fodor, Price, 
and Greenstein (7). 

* A prelinunary report of this work has appeared (1). 
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Enzymatic Determinations 

Dehydropeptidase activity was detennined by the measurement of 
the disappearance of the characteristic ultraviolet absorption spectrum 
of glycyldehydroalanine (10),^ or by deteimination of the ammonia evolved 
during the digestion. H 3 >'drolysis of glycylalanine was measured by 
the estimation of the amino acids released by using the Van Slyke gaso- 
metric ninhydrin procedure (11). 

The digests generally consisted of 1 cc. of tissue extract- or enz 3 Tne 
solution in suitable dilution, 2 cc. of borate or veronal buffer at the desired 
pH, and 1 cc, of 0.05 m substrate. Correction was made for the enz 3 rme 
blanlcs. There was no significant non-enz 3 'matic hydrol 3 'sis of the sub- 
strates under the conditions of the determinations. 

The rate of enz 3 anatic activity toward the three substrates is expressed 
in terms of micromoles of peptide hydrolyzed per hour per mg. of pro- 
tein nitrogen, and is designated as Ac(l-GA), Ac(r)-GA), and Ac(GDA). 
The rates were approximated from the initial portion of the respective 
time curves. An alternative abbreviation for the activity of the re- 
spective enzymes is n-GAase, n-GAase, and GDAase. 

Tissue Distribution Studies 

A number of tissues were ground with sand and extracted with 5 vol- 
umes of 0.15 M borate buffer at pH 8.0. After light centrifugation the 
extracts were diluted as necessary and assayed immediately. The activ- 
ities are given in Table I. 

All three substrates were hydrolyzed most rapidly by Iddney. l-GA 
had the greatest susceptibility in all the tissues except defibrinated blood. 
Although both l-GA and GDA were hydrolyzed by all the tissues studied, 
there was no measurable hydrolysis of n-GA by hog spleen or b 3 '^ rat 
brain, muscle, and defibrinated blood. The ratios of the rates of hydroly- 
sis of any two of the three substrates are not constant from one rat tissue 
to another. The ratio of Ac(l-GA):Ac(d-GA) varies from 8:1 in pan- 
creas to 164:0 in brain, while Ac (l-GA): Ac (GDA) varies from 3:1 in 
pancreas to 12:1 in muscle. The ratio of Ac(GDA):Ac(n-GA) is 2:1 
in Iddney and 18:0 in brain. These variations in ratios from one tissue 
to another suggest the possibility that these substrates may be hydrolyzed 

» The measurements were made at 2400 A on aliquots of digests deproteinized 
with 3 per cent perchloric acid and read against controls in which the substrate 
was omitted. 

* Hog and beef tissues were obtained fresh from a slaughter-house, frozen im- 
mediately, and stored at —15° for not more than 1 week before use. Some variation 
was found from one batch of tissues to another, depending presumably upon the 
age and condition of the animals. 
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by different cnzjincs. The absence of D-GAase in brain, muscle, and 
defibrinated blood is espcciallj' significant, for each of these tissues has 
a definite L-GAase and GDAase. 

Diffcrcniial Cenirifugation 

Rat tissues were ground with G volumes of ice-cold water in a Potter- 
Elvehjem homogenizer and centrifuged at 26,000 X. g iov 2 hours at 0°. 
The sediments and supernatants were diluted to the original volume 
and assaj’ed for the respective peptidase activities. In every tissue 

Table I 


Hydrolysis of Analogous Peptides by Crude Tissue Extracts 


Tissue 

Substrate h>dro!y:ed per hr per mg. N* 


Gl> cyl-D-alaninc 

Glycylde- 

b>dro&UnIne 

Rat kidney . . . 

ttif 

1240 

1 

136 

fiU 

256 

" liver 

341 

2.9 

29 

" lung .. . . 

493 

59 

116 

“ spleen 

313 

0.7 

24 

“ testicle 

162 

17 

50 

“ brain 

164 

0 

1 

“ pancreas 

116 

15 

36 

“ muscle 

47 

0 

3.8 

“ blood 

4.6 

0 

5.1 

Hog kidney 

4350 

310 

508 

“ spleen 

380 

0 

39 

“ pancreas . 

103 

38 

27 

Mushrooms ... . . 

204 

0.5 

21 


* At 38°; the digests consisted of 1 cc. of tissue extract, 2 cc. of 0.15 m borate 
buffer at pH 8.0, and 1 cc. of 0.05 ii substrate. 


(Table II) the n-GAase was predominantly in the supernatant and only 
10 to 20 per cent was found in the unwashed sediment. With n-GAase 
the reverse situation holds, for here in all the tissues studied the greater 
percentage of activity was found in the sediment. 

It is apparent from these data that the L-GAase is largely present in 
tissue homogenates as a soluble en 2 yme, although even on repeated wash- 
ing all of the activity cannot be removed from the sediment. The fact 
that most of the n-GAase can readily be separated from the soluble l- 
GAase by centrifugation makes it quite certain that these activities 
represent two separate enzymes. The particulate nature of n-GAase 
is of interest and further study of this finding is in progress. Preliminaiy 
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experiments indicate that in rat Iddney and hog pancreas homogenates 
the n-GAase is concentrated primaril 3 '’ in the small particles, sediment- 
able between 9000 X g and 26,000 X g? 

In all the tissues the greater part of GDAaso was in the supernatant 
with the exception of kidnej’’, where 85 to 90 per cent of the activitj’’ was 

Table II 


Separation of Activities toward Three Analogous Peptides by Centrifugation at 

S6,000 X g* 


Rat tissue 

Substrate 

Per cc 

Supernatant 

;nt of oriclnal acl 

Pellet 

tivity 

Sum 

Kidney 

l-GA 

51 

21 

i 72 


d-GA 

7 

SO 

87 


GDA 

25 

88 

113 

Liver 

l-GA 


% 

m 


d-GA 

17 

79 

96 


GDA 

82 

21 

103 

Lung 

l-GA 

96 

13 

109 


d-GA 

25 

89 

114 


GDA 

SO 

32 

112 

Spleen 

l-GA 

88 j 

12 

100 


d-GA 

24 

78 

102 


GDA 

74 

24 

98 

Pancreas 

l-GA 

111 1 

13 

124 


d-GA 

46 1 

76 

122 


GDA 

81 

16 

97 

Testis 

l-GA 

100 

12 

112 


d-GA 

15 

106 

121 


GDA 

98 

5 

103 

Brain 

l-GA 

85 

14 

99 


d-GA 

0 

0 

0 


GDA 

79 

\ 

16 

95 


* The digests consisted of 1 cc. of enzyme solution, 1 cc. of 0.15 m borate buffer 
at pH S.O, 1 cc. of water, or 0.05 m substrate. 


consistently found in the sediment. Attempts to separate GDAase 
from D-GAase by differential centrifugation of rat Iddnej’’ homogenates 

® Rat kidnej’’ was homogenized with 5 volumes of ice-cold water and the ho- 
mogenate centrifuged at 9000 X g for 20 minutes- The sediment (large particles) 
had an Ac(d-GA) of 1.5 and an Ac(GDA) of 12. The supernatant, Si, was centri- 
fuged at 26,000 X for 2 hours. The sediment (small particles) had an Ac(d-GA) 
of 140 and an Ac(GDA) of 104. The final supernatant, S;, had an Ac(d-GA) of 8.5 
and an Ac(GDA) of 21. Thus when the activity of the various fractions is related 
to their nitrogen content, it is apparent that the most active fraction is that of the 
small particles ndth respect to both n-GA and GDA- 
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have been unsuccessful. It is apparent that the GDAase is also asso- 
ciated with the small particles,^ and that, although on centrifugation 
at varj-ing speeds from SOOO X ? to 25,000 X g moderate changes in 
ratio between the two activities are obtained, the}' are not readily re- 
producible. It seems probable that, while the small particles are not 
homogeneous in their enz}*mo content, separation of the two activities 
will be ver}' difficult by available techniques. 

Alcohol, Low Temperature Fraclionalion 

Hog spleen has no measurable capacity to hydrolyze d-GA, This 
tissue was subjected to alcohol, low temperature fractionation to attempt 
separation of the GDAase and n-GAase. This has been accomplished, 
although with some difficulty because of the lability of the two enzymes 
and because of the similarity in solubility of the two proteins under a 
variety of conditions. In homogenates of hog spleen the ratio of 
Ac(i/-GA):Ac(GDA) was about 8:1. By the following procedure we 
have obtained a preparation which is low in n-GAase as compared to 
GDAase. During the course of the fractionation the ratio of Ac(l-GA):- 
Ac(GDA) was changed 70-fold. 

6700 gm. of thawed, defatted, fresh frozen hog spleen were ground in a 
Waring blendor with 2 volumes of ice-cold water. The mixture stood in 
the cold for 2 hours and was filtered through gauze. Sodium chloride 
was added to 0.1 u concentration. The activities of the various frac- 
tions are summarized in Table III. Total activities, designated as 
TAc(l-GA) and TAc(GDA), are expressed in units calculated so that 1 
unit of peptidase activity is the amount of enz}Tne necessary to hy- 
drolyze 1 /zM of substrate per hour. The original extract had a volume 
of 18,000 cc., a nitrogen content of 5.6 mg. per cc., a TAc(l-GA) of 27,- 
000,000 units, and a TAc(GDA) of 3,460,000 units. This extract was 
centrifuged for 20 minutes at 600 X g and then put through a Sharples- 
refrigerated centrifuge twice at 60,000 X g (the radius measured to the 
outer wall of the centrifuge bowl). The sediment. Pi, was discarded. 
The clear supernatant, Si, had a volume of 12,800 cc. and nitrogen of 
3.2 mg. per cc. The TAc(l-GA) was 17,000,000 units and the TAc(GDA) 
was 1,960,000 units. Cold 60 per cent alcohol was added to Si to a final 
concentration of 8 per cent. 0.2 m acetic acid was added to lower the 
pH to 6.3. The sodium chloride concentration was kept at 0.1 m through 
Pb (Table III), after which no sodium chloride was added. After 12 
hours at —4° the precipitate, P®, was collected at the Sharpies centri- 
fuge, care being taken to keep the temperature just above the freezing 
point of the solution. P 2 had a TAc(i/-GA) of 1,700,000 and a 
TAc(GDA) of 120,000 units. The TAc(l-GA) of S 2 was 15,600,000 units, 
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the TAc(GDA) 1,800,000 units. S 2 was taken to 12 per cent alcohol, 
pH 5.3, — 6 ° for 12 hours. The precipitate, P 3 , was discarded and the 
supernatant, S3, was adjusted to 30 per cent alcohol at pH 5.0, and —15° 
for 12 hours to precipitate the active protein, so that it could be resus- 
pended in a smaller volume. After being taken up in 0.1 m NaCl, the ex- 

Table III 


Sunmary of Hog Spleen Fractionation 


Fraction 

Conditions 

Substrate 1 
per hr. 
cnzyni 

Glvcyl-t- 

nfaninc 

lydrolyzcd 
per mg. 

1C N* 

Glycyl- 

dthydro- 

alaninc 

Ratio, 

Ac(l-GA):- 

Ac(GDA) 



pAf 



Original 

0.1 MNaCl 

270 

34 

7.9 

Si 

Centrifugation 

412 

47 

8.7 

Pi (discarded) 





Ss 

8% alcohol, pH 6.3, —4° 

412 

50 

8.2 

Ps (discarded) 


291 

22 

14.3 

S 3 

12% “ “ 6.3, -6° 

103 

25 

4.1 

Pj (discarded) 


5S6 

47 

12.5 

Si “ 

30% “ » 5.3, -16' 




P 4 


149 

43 

3.4 

St 

12% “ « 5.3, -6' 

15 

15 

1.0 

Ps (discarded) 


29 

5.1 

5.7 

Se “ 

30% “ “ 5.6, -15' 




Pt 


36 

18 

2.0 

Sr 

12% “ « 5.9, -6' 

25 

47 

0.52 

P 7 (discarded) 


36 

12 

3.00 

Ss “ 

30% " “ 5.0, -15' 




Ps 


27 

38 

0.70 

S, 

12% “ “ 5.9, -6' 

32 

112 

0.28 

Ps (discarded) 


24 

15 

1.6 

SlO “ 

CO 

0 

b 

1 

O 




Pio 


24 

104 

0.24 

Sji 

12% “ “ 5.5, -6' 

15 

73 

0.20 

Pii (discarded) 


28 

28 

1.0 


♦ The conditions of the assay are the same as in Table II. 


tract, P4, had a protein nitrogen concentration of 3.0 mg. per cc. and was 
taken again to 12 per cent alcohol, pH 5.3, —6°. The supernatant S4 had 
0.62 mg. of N per cc. and was discarded. These alternate 12 per cent 
and 30 per cent alcohol steps were repeated three more times. The 
final clear, slightly pink supernatant, Su, had a volume of 45 cc. and a 
nitrogen content of 1.1 mg. per cc., with a TAc(l-GA) of 730 and a 
TAc(GDA) of 3600 units. 
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P: bad a ratio of Ac(l-GA):Ac(GDA) of 14.2:1. Su had a ratio of 
0.203:1, so that during the course of the fractionation the ratio was 
markedly reversed and a 70-fold change in ratio was achieved. Frac- 
tion Pe was used for manj' of the studies that follow. 

The change in ratio by means of the fractionation procedure described 
indicates the presence of two different enzjTnatic entities. A high con- 
centration of the cnziTne hydrolyzing glycyldehydroalanine could not 
be obtained. Fraction Pj had high GDAase but was discarded because 
the ratio Ac(i/-GA):Ac(GDA) was even higher than the original homo- 
genate. In obtaining the marked changes in activity ratios a less active 
fraction on the basis of activity per mg. of protein N resulted. 

That the separation is not simply due to denaturation of the L-GDAase 
may be seen from the continuous progressive change in ratio throughout 
the fractionation procedure. The activity values of fractions Pa, Sa, 
and Pa bear directly on this point. Fraction Pa had a TAc(l-GA) of 
13,000 and a TAc(GDA) of 18,600 vdth a ratio of Ac(ii-GA) : Ac(GDA) 
of 0.70:1. This was taken to 12 per cent alcohol, pH 5.9, —6°, and 
after 12 hours centrifuged. The supernatant, Sa, had a TAc(l-GA) of 
3750 and a TAc (GDA) of 13,000 with a ratio of 0.28:1, whereas the pre- 
cipitate, Pa, had a TAc(l-GA) of 8500 and a TAc(GDA) of 5300 with 
a ratio of 1.6:1. If the activities of Sa and Pa are added together, we 
find a recovery of 12,250 units of TAc(i/-GA) out of 13,000 in Ps, or a 94 
per cent recovery of the TAc(l-GA). 18,300 out of 18,600 units of 
GDAase, or 98 per cent, were recovered. In this and in some of the 
other steps there was only slight loss of activity, while in still others the 
loss in activity was marked. Regardless of this, in each step the ratio 
Ac(l-GA):Ac(GDA) was higher in the pellet of the 12 per cent alcohol 
step, and consistently lower in the supernatant. Since hog spleen 
has no measurable n-GAase and fraction Sa has an Ac(i,-GA) : Ac(GDA) 
ratio of 0.2, Sa is at least 5 times higher in its rate of hydrolysis of 
GDA than either of the two saturated peptides. 

'pH-Aciivity Studies 

With rat kidney homogenates the optimal pH is 8.3 for the hydrolysis 
of l-GA, 8.2 for GDA, and 8.8 for n-GA. 

A study of the relation between pH and the rate of hydrolysis of l-GA 
and GDA in hog spleen fraction Pe revealed striking differences. The 
optimal pH for the hydrolysis of l-GA is 8.2, whereas that for GDA is 
7 .7. In Fig. 1 it may be noted that in this fraction from pH 6 to pH 7.2 
the ratio of Ac(l-GA) : Ac(GDA) is 1:1. At pH 8.0 this ratio rises to 
1.7:1 and at pH 8.5 it is 6.2:1. At pH 9.0 the ratio of activities is 14:1 
and the hydrolysis of GDA is minimal, whereas that of l-GA is still at 70 
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pH 

Fig. 1. Hydrolysis at different pH values of gl 3 'cyl-i.-alnninc (X) and glycylde- 
hydroalanine (O) by hog spleen fraction Po. The digests consisted of 1 cc. of Pc 
diluted 1:5 with water, 2 cc. of buffer, and 1 cc. of either water or 0.05 M substrate. 
Pe had a protein nitrogen of 7.7 mg. per cc. From pH 4.6 to 6.2 a 0.0237 m veronal 
buffer was used. Above pH 7.0, Sprensen’s borate buffer was used. Incubation 
period, 20 minutes at 38°. 



S MICROMOLES SUBSTRATE 

Fig. 2. Substrate saturation curves of glycyl-L-alanine (O) and glycyldehydro- 
alanine (X) in hog spleen fraction Pc. The digests consisted of 1 cc. of fraction 
Pc diluted 1:6 with water, 2 cc. of Sprensen’s borate buffer, and 1 cc. of solution 
containing 0.05, 0.1, 0.25, 0.5, and 1.0 m substrate for the successive points. Sub- 
strate and borate were added together and adjusted to 7.4. The enzyme was sep- 
arately adjusted to 7.4. Incubation period, 20 minutes at 38°. 
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per cent of the maximal rate. This is again strongly suggestive that we 
arc dealing with two separate enzj’nralic activities. 

Effect of Substrate Concentration on Rale of Hydrolysis 

The effect of substrate concentration on the rate of hydrolysis of irGA 
and GDA by fraction Pc of hog spleen is shown in Fig. 2. With the same 
amount of Pc in the digestion mixture considerably more n-GA than 


Table IV 

Aclhalion-Inhtbilion Studies with Ral Kidney 


CoTipound 

Substrate h>dfolyMd per hr. per mg. it* 

fibnine 

Glvcyl-D- 

aiamne 

Glycylde- 

bydroalanine 


pv 

sv 

JKV 

None 

916 

42 

190 

Zn++ acelatef . i 

41 

66 

371 

Co++ “ ft . : 

418 

100 

295 

]Mn++Cfit... . i 

685 

49 

212 


896 

39 

189 

Cysteine HC1§ ^ 

47 

9 

73 

“ § -b MnCl-t 

690 

45 

236 

KCNll... 

333 ! 

9 

54 

Na,PiOjil 

49 

8 

50 


* The conditions of the assay are the same as in Table II. Activator or inhibitor 
vras added to the buffer and carefully adjusted to pH 8.0. 

t Final concentration, 0.001 ii 

t It was noted that on adding cobaltous ion to glycyldehydroalanine the solution 
became yellow-brown and then deep pink in color. This is probably due to com- 
plex formation between cobaltous ion and glycyldehydroalanine. Burk el al. 
have demonstrated similar color changes in the formation of complexes between 
cobaltous ion and peptides of histidine (12) Further work on this observation is 
in progress. 

§ Final concentration, 0.003 m. 

11 Final concentration, 0 01 ii. 

GDA is required for saturation. The Michaelis-Menten constant for 
GDAase is 16.5 X 10“® mole per liter and that of n-GAase, 47.0 X 10“® 
mole per liter. 

Activators and Inhibitors ,v/. 

The effect of several metallic salts, cysteine, cyanide, and pyrophos- 
phate in crude rat kidney extracts was examined. The compound to be 
studied was added to the 0.15 m borate buffer and the pH carefully ad- 
justed to 8.0. Determinations of the pH of the digestion mixture were 
checked before and after incubation. In Table IV it will be seen that 
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there was marked inhibition of hydrolysis of all three substrates by cys- 
teine, cyanide, and pyrophosphate. Manganese ion strongly counter- 
acts the cysteine inhibition with each of the substrates. In contrast 
to the finding of Masclimann with guinea pig kidney e.xtracts, we ob- 
served no marked activation of n-GAase by l\In++ and cysteine in rat 
kidney. causes marked inhibition of the soluble L-peptidase but 

activates both the n-GAase and the GDAase, Yudlcin and Fruton (13) 
have reported a similar Zn++ activation of the hydrolysis of glycyldehy- 
drophenylalanine in swine kidney. Co++ causes moderate inliibition of 
the L-peptidase and activates n-GAase and GDAase, Mn++ inhibits 

Tablc V 

Effect of Zn*^ Ion on Enzymatic Hydrolysit, of Glycyl-x,-alaninc and 
Gl ycyldehydroalanin c 


Substrate hydrolyzed per hr. per mg, extract N* 


Tissue 

— 

Glycyl-t-alaninc 

1 Glycyldehydroalaninc 

Without Zn** 

Witli Zn-^+t 

Without Zn+''’ 

With Zn++f 


Mtt 

1 txU 

1 nit 

fiJtf 

Rat kidney 

1010 

70 

190 

484 

“ spleen . 

286 

0 

33 

23 

Hog kidney . 

2535 1 

462 , 

387 

687 

“ spleen 

1246 

0 

95 

4 

Beef kidney 

2380 

70 

404 

1640 

“ spleen 

324 

11 

25 

4 


* The conditions of the assay are the same as in Table IV. 
t Final concentration, 0.001 m. 


slightly the L-peptidase, but otherndse Mn++ and Mg-*-*- have no sigm’fi- 
cant effect. 

Care should be exercised in interpreting the results of activation studies 
on enzymes whose activities are primarily located in the cell particulate 
matter. In the case of Zn++ the activity of the soluble L-GAase was 
strongly inhibited but the n-GAase and GDAase were accelerated. Both 
of the latter two activities are in the small particles. In view of this 
difference in the physical state of the enzymes it is difficult, at the pres- 
ent time, to interpret and to utilize this diflference in activation as being 
more than suggestive evidence for the separate identity of L-GAase from 
the n-GAase and the GDAase, The data in Table V emphasize this 
point. GDAase, like L-GAase, is a soluble protein in rat, hog, and beef 
spleen. The addition of Zn++ causes slight inhibition of GDAase in rat 
spleen and marked inhibition in both hog and beef spleen. This is in 
contrast with the finding of marked activation by Zn++ of the insolu- 
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ble GDAase in rat, hog, and beef kidney (Table V). The mechanism 
of this Zn"^ activation of the GDAase in kidney extracts is still unknown 
(cf. (13)). 

In the study of hog spleen fraction P* it was found that 0.003 si cys- 
teine caused marked inhibition of L-GAase, whereas the GDAase was 
only minimalh’ affected. The relation of this inliibition to pH is shown 
in Table VI. The ratio of Ac(l-GA):Ac(GDA) rises as the pH is raised 
from G.9 to 8.2, both with and without cysteine. This is consistent with 
the pH-acti\ity study alread3’’ described. The cysteine inhibition of 
L-GAase at pH 6.9, 7.4, and 8.2 is 60, 57, and 54 per cent respectively. 
Under identical conditions the inhibition of GDAase is only 19, 35, and 0 


Table VI 

Effect of Cysteine on Hydrolysis of Glycyl-Zj-alanine and Glyeyldehydroalanine 
tinder Identical Conditions by Hog Spleen Preparation* 




Subslrale hydrolyred ' 

Ratio, 

AcfL-GA):Ac(GriA) 

Substrate 

pH 


1 



No 

With 

No 

With 



cysteine 

cysteinet j 

cysteine 

cysteiaef 




■■ 



Glycyl-L-alauine . 

6.9 

18.7 

KH 

1.2 

0.6 

Glyeyldehydroalanine 

6.9 

14.9 

mm 

Glycj-l-ii-alanine . 

7.4 

29.1 

mm 

1.3 

0.8 

Glyeyldehydroalanine 

7.4 

23.3 

15.0 

Glycyl-L-alanine . 

8.2 

43.8 

20.3 

4.2 

1.8 

Glyeyldehydroalanine 

8.2 

10.4 

11.0 


* Digests consisted of 1 cc. of fraction Pe, diluted 1:6 Trith HjO, 2 cc. of borate 
buffer, and 1 cc. of 0.23 M substrate. Incubation period 20 minutes at 38°. 
t Pinal concentration, 0.003 is. 


per cent respectively. These data were rechecked with quadruplicate 
determinations and a carefully controlled pH of 7.4 with 0.25 u substrate. 
The results obtained were 53 per cent inhibition of the L-GAase and 15 
per cent inhibition of the GDAase. The difference in cysteine inhibi- 
tion is also present when the enzyme is fully saturated by substrate. 
When 1 cc. of 1.0 m l-GA was present in the 4 cc. digestion mixture at 
pH 7.4, the hydrolysis of li-GA was 41.3 and 42.1 pM in duplicate de- 
terminations, whereas with cysteine it was 13.1 and 12.8 pM. With 1.0 m 
GDA under identical conditions the values were 22.8 and 21.8 pM with- 
out cysteine, and 20.2 and 20.3 pM with cysteine. In the absence of 
cysteine the ratio Ac(l-GA):Ac(GDA) was 1.9, whereas in the pres- 
ence of a final concentration of 0.003 m cysteine the ratio was 0.6. The 
addition of cysteine by its marked inhibition of L-GAase caused a com- 
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plete reversal of the activity ratio. Thus it seems liighly probable that 
the hydrolysis of l-GA and GDA is catalyzed by separate enzymes. 

We are indebted to Mrs. Mar}'’ Hoyer and Miss Florence Leuthardt for 
technical assistance. 

SUMMARY 

1. Different experimental techniques have been utilized to demon- 
strate that glycyl-L-alanine, glycyl-n-alanine, and glycyldehydroalanine 
are hydi’olyzed by different enzymes. 

2. The ratio of the rates of h 3 '’drolysis of any two of the three substrates 
by extracts of rat tissue is inconstant from one tissue to another. There 
is no measurable hydrolysis of glycyl-n-alanine by rat brain and muscle, 
whereas both glycyl-L-alanine and glyc}’'ldehydroalanine are hydrolyzed 
by these tissues. 

3. Differential centrifugation studies revealed that the enzyme hydrolyz- 
ing glycyl-L-alanine is primaril}'- a soluble protein, while the enzyme 
hydrolyzing glycyl-n-alanine is in the particulate matter. The enzjmie 
attacking glycyldehydroalanine is soluble except in kidney, where it is 
in the particulate matter. 

4. By alcohol, low temperature fractionation of a hog spleen homo- 
genate the ratio of the rate of hych’olysis of glycyl-L-alanine to glycyl- 
dehydroalanine was changed from 14:1 to 0.2:1 during the course of the 
fractionation. Since hog spleen does not attack glycyl-n-alanine, the 
final preparation, Su, was higher in its activity toward gl 3 '’cyldehydro- 
alanine than either of the analogous saturated peptides. 

5. In rat Iddney the pH of optimal activity toward gl 5 ''cyI-L-alanine is 
at 8.3, toward glycyl-n-alanine at 8.8, and toward glyc 3 ddehydroalanine 
at 8.2. In a hog spleen fraction. Pc, the pH of optimal activit}’’ toward 
glycyl-L-alanine is at 8.2, while that toward glyc 3 ’’ldeh 3 '’droalanine is at 
7.7. The dissimilarity between the pH activity curves is discussed. 

6. Enzyme saturation studies were carried out on fraction Pc of hog 
spleen. The Michaelis-Menten constant of glycyl-L-alanine was 47 X 
10“® mole per liter and that of glycyldehydi’oalanine was 16.5 X 10"^ 
mole per liter. 

7. In activation and inlubition experiments on rat Iddney extracts it 
was found that 0.003 u cysteine, 0.01 m cj'-anide, and 0.01 m pyrophos- 
phate markedly inhibit the enzjunatic hydi-olj^sis of all thi'ee substrates. 
]\In++ largel}’’ counteracted the cysteine inhibition but in the absence of 
C 3 '^steine had little effect. 

Zn'^^ and Co++ inhibit the hydrolysis of glycyl-L-alanine by rat kid- 
ney extracts, whereas the hydro^’-sis of glycyl-n-alanine and glyc 3 '’lde- 
hydroalanine is accelerated. 
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8. In rat, bog, and beef kidney extracts, ^Yhcre tbe enzymatic activity 
toward glycyldchydroalanine is in the particulate matter, the addition 
of Zn'^ markedl}' accelerates the hydrolj'sis of glycjddehj'^droalanine. 
In contrast to this in extracts of rat, hog, and beef spleen the enzyme 
attacking gl3-cj-ldch3'droalanine is a soluble protein. There is slight 
inliibition of the hydrob'sis of gl3'C3ddeh3'droalanine by Zn++ in extracts 
of rat spleen and ven* marked inliibition b3’’ Zn++ in extracts of hog and 
beef spleen. 

Caution is recommended in the interpretation of tbe results of activa- 
tion studies on enz3mes located in the particulate fractions. 

9. C3'steine causes marked inhibition of the hydrolysis of glycyl-L- 
alanine in hog spleen, fraction Pc, under conditions in which the cleavage 
of gl3’cyIdeh3’'droalanine is only slightly inhibited. 

10. These findings are consistent with the conclusion that glycyl-L- 
alanine, gtycyl-n-alanine, and glycyldchydroalanine are each hydrolyzed 
by a separate enz3me. 
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SEPARATION OF ENZYjMATIC ACTIVITIES TOWARD 
CHLOROACETYLALANINE, CHLOROACETYL- 
ALANYLGLYCINE, AND GLYCYLALANINE 

By PAUL J. FODOR* akd JESSE P. GREENSTEIN 

{From the National Cancer Institute, National Institutes of Health, 
Bethesda, Maryland) 

(Received for publication, July 21, 1949) 

A’’-Acylated amino acids and A'’-acylated dipeptides are readily hydro- 
lyzed by hog kidney (1-3) and other tissue preparations (4-7). The 
question is whether these substrates are hydrolyzed by the same enzyme 
and whether this or a different enzyme is responsible for the hydrolysis 
of free, unsubstituted dipeptides. In order to answer this question, we 
have attempted to separate and distinguish by various criteria the en- 
zymatic activities in certain tissue homogenates toward chloroacetyl- 
alanine and glycylalanine on the one hand, and chloroacetylalanine and 
chloroacetylalanylglycine on the other. As supplemental to the study on 
the separation of the activities toward chloroacetylalanine and glycyl- 
alanine, a similar study was made on the separation of the activities 
toward the analogous unsaturated substrates, chloroacetyldehydroalanine 
and glycyldehydroalanine. 

The experimental procedures employed included (a) determinations of 
the susceptibility of the various substrates at different pH values, (&) 
differential heat inactivation, (c) differential alcohol inactivation, (d) 
alcohol-acid fractionation of the tissue proteins at low temperature, and 
(e) distribution of activities between sediment and supernatant after 
high speed centrifugation of the homogenate. 

EXPERIMENTAL* 

Relation of Actitfiiy to pH — ^The hydrolysis of chloroacetyl-DL-alanine 
by hog kidney homogenates possesses an optimum at pH 7.0 (3).* Under 

* Research Fellow, National Cancer Institute; on leave from The Hebrew Uni- 
versity of Jerusalem. 

* The hydrolysis of the saturated substrates was followed by the ninhydrin-CO. 
manometric method. Activities are represented in terms of micromoles of substrate 
(n form of the alanine residue) hydrolyzed per hour per mg. of N of enzyme prepara- 
tion, and are determined from the linear region of the hydrolysis-time curves up 
to 30 per cent hydrolysis of the substrate. The hydrolysis of the dehydropeptides 
was followed by determinations of the evolved ammonia. 

® The shape of the pH-activity curve in hog kidney homogenates for chloroacetyl- 
phenylalanine is practically identical with that for chloroacetylalanine, with an 
optimal susceptibility for both substrates at pH 7.0. Using carbobenzo.xyglycyl-r,- 
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the same conditions, the hydrolysis of chloroacetylglycyl-EL-nlanine, 
chloi’oacetyl-DL-alanjdglycine, and glycyl-DL-alanine possesses an optimum 
at pH 8.0 (3). With homogenates of rat spleen, the optimal pH for the 
hydrob^sis of chloroacetyl-L-alanine is at 6.0, whereas for glycyl-L-alanine 
it is at 7.6 (Fig. 1). 



Fig. 1. Hj'drolj'sis at different pH values of chloroacetyl-L-alanine (O ) and glyC 3 d- 
L-alanine (□) by rat spleen homogenates. The digests consisted of 1 cc. of diluted 
aqueous homogenate, 1 cc. of buffer solution, and 1 cc. of either water or 0.025 m 
neutralized substrate. From pH 5 to S a 0.0G6 m phosphate buffer was used; above 
pH 8, a 0. 10 M borate buffer was used. For chloroacetylalanine the tissue preparation 
contained 2 mg. of N per cc.; for glycylalanine the tissue preparation eontained 0.1 
mg. of N per cc. Temperature 38°. 

Differential Heat Inactivation — These experiments were conducted with 
homogenates of hog Icidney in glycerol wliich were observed to be in- 
activated much more slowly and evenly by heat than the corresponding 
aqueous homogenates. The homogenates were prepared by mixing 1 part 
of the tissue with 9 parts of 90 per cent glj'^cerol in a Waring blendor and 

phenylalanine and carbobenzoxyglycly-L-tyrosine as substrates, Bergmann and Fru- 
ton reported the presence of a carbo.vypeptidase in hog Iddney preparations with an 
optimal activity at pH 5.4 (5). At this pH, the susceptibility of chloroacetyl-L- 
phenylalanine is nearly zero. Results with racemic substrates were identical with 
those obtained with the corresponding L forms. 
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allowing the mixture to stand for 16 hours at 30°. The mi.xture was then 
lightlj- centrifuged and stored at 5°. The activity of these preparations 
in glycerol toward several substrates was onlj' slightly less than that of 
comparable aqueous homogenates of the same total N content. 

Heated preparations were made by subjecting the undiluted glycerol 
extracts to a temperature of 00° for 25 minutes. The effect of this heating 
is noted in the data of Fig. 2. HTiereas the decrease in the activity toward 
glj'cyl-L-alanine was considerable, the decrease in the activity toward 



Fig. 2. Heat inactivation of homogenates of hog kidney in glycerol toward chlo- 
roacetyl'-L-alanine (® ), glycyl-i.-alamne (E), and chlDToacetyl-Di.-alanylglycine (A.). 
The digests consisted of 1 cc. of heated or unheated preparation in glycerol, 1 cc. of 
0.066 jt phosphate buffer at the appropriate optimal pH, and 1 cc. of either water 
or 0.025 SI substrate based upon a single optical form. For the above substrate, 
the tissue preparation concentrations were 0.118 mg., 0.059 mg., and 1.1 mg. of N 
per cc. respectivelj'. Temperature of incubation was 38°. The solid curves repre- 
sent heated homogenates. 

chloroacetyl-L-alanine and toward chloroacetyl-DL-alanylglycine was 
nauch smaller in magnitude.® 

Differential Alcohol Inactivation — In contrast to the results of the ex- 
periments on heat inactivation, the effect of addition of alcohol to 10 per 
cent causes a considerably greater inactivation of aqueous hog kidney 
homogenates toward chloroacetyl-n-alanine than toward glycyl-L-alanine 
(Fig. 3). 

Fractionation Studies — A. separation of the proteins in the hog kidney 
homogenates was achieved by increasing the alcohol concentration, by low- 

’ A separation by differential heat inactivation of the activities toward dipeptides 
and acylated amino acids by procarboxypeptidase has been reported (8) (c/. (5)). 
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ering the pH through addition of acetic acid, and by decreasing the storage 
temperature from +2° to — 15°. The centrifugation of the protein frac- 
tions was generally performed at the storage temperatures. The alcoholic 
supernatants were diluted with water until the alcohol content was less 
than 0,2 per cent before they Avere tested for activity. The sediments 



Fig. 3. Alcohol inactivation of hog Iddney homogenates toward chloroacetyl-L- 
alanine (□) and toward glycyl-L-alanine (O). The digests consisted of 1 cc. of ho- 
mogenate diluted with 0.3 cc. of either water or absolute alcohol, 1 cc. of 0.066 m 
phosphate buffer at optimal pH for each substrate, and 1 cc. of either water or 0.025 
M neutralized substrate. For the above substrates, the tissue preparations contained 
0.044 mg. of N per cc. Temperature 38°. The broken curves represent alcohol- 
treated homogenates. 

after centrifugation tvere dialyzed against distilled water to remove the 
last traces of alcohol. 

Separation of Activities toward Chloroacetyl-h-alanine and Glycyl-h- 
alanine—1 part of decorticated hog Iddneys was mixed ivith 2 parts of 
distilled water in a Waring blender. The homogenate was then centri- 
fuged at 0° and at 2800 r.p.m. in an International refrigerated centrifuge 
for 1 hour and the supernatant labeled Sc. The supernatant Avas then 
brought to pH 5.7 and ethanol added to bring the final concentration to 
15 per cent. The mixtureAA^as stored at —3.5° for 16 hours. The sediment 
(Pi) Avas then centrifuged at —3.5°. To the supernatant (Si) was added 
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alcohol to 30 per cent and the mixture was allowed to stand for 18 hours at 
— 15°. The sediment w.as eentrifuged at this temperature and both the 
supernatant (S:) and the sediment (Pj) examined for activity. The data 
are given in Table I. In alcohol-water mixtures of the composition 
employed the activity toward chloroacetyialanine is more soluble than that 
toward glycyl-L-alanine, and a clear cut separation can be acliieved. 

The recovery of the respective enzymatic activities in the various 
fractions is reasonably good. The total actirdty on chloroacetyialanine 


Table I 

Separation of Activities toward Chhroacctyl-i^alaninc and Glycyl~i.-alan{ne in Hog 

Kidney Homogenates* 


Fnclioa 

Substrates i 

Ratio 

Chloroacetylalanincf | 

1 Glycylalaninet 





Supernatant Sc 

1036 

1,744,620 

2826 

4,758,980 

0.4 

Sediment Pj 

302 

384,140 

2181 

2,774,230 

0.1 

Supernatant St 

2964 

1,224,132 

665 

274,640 

4.4 

Sediment Pj 

2150 

111,800 

1043 

54,170 

2.1 

Supernatant S; 

18S1 

289,670 

369 

56,820 

i 5.1 


* Activities in terms of micromoles of substrate hydrolyzed per hour per mg. of 
N at 37°. The digests consisted of 1 cc. of enzyme solution, 1 co. of phosphate 
buSer at optimal pH, and 1 cc. of either water ox 0.025 si neutralized substrate 
solution. 

t Activity in original homogenate, SOO. 

t Activity in original homogenate, 2260. 

§ Total activity in terms of micromoles of substrate hydrolyzed per hour by 
entire volume of enzyme preparation (activity X total N). 

in Pi -p Si gives a value of 1,608,270 as compared with 1,744,620 for the 
original supernatant Sc, or 92 per cent. Values for Pa -f Sa yield 401,470, 
as compared ■vsith a total activity of 602,200 on chloroacetyialanine in 
the amount of Si taken for the further fractionation, or 67 per cent. 

The total activity on glycylalanine in Pi -f Si gives a value of 3,048,870 
as compared with 4,758,980 for the original supernatant Sc, or 65 per cent. 
The amount of Si taken for subsequent fractionation had a total activity of 
137,320. Values for Pz + Sz derived from this fraction had a total activity 
of 110,990, or 81 per cent. 

Separation of Activities toward Chloroacetyl-T>jj-aJanine and Chloroacetyl- 
nij-alanylglycine^ — Decorticated hog kidneys were blended as above with 

* Racemic and optically active substrates may be used interchangeably in these 
experiments, for, under the conditions used, the susceptibility of the l form which 
is measured is practically independent of the presence of the n form. 
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water, centrifuged, the supernatant (Sc) brought to pH 6.3, and alcohol 
added to 15 per cent. The sediment after centrifugation was discarded, 
and to the supernatant (Si), adjusted again to pH 6.3, alcohol was added 
to 30 per cent and the temperature lowered to — 10°. After standing for 
16 hours at this temperature, the mixture was centrifuged at —10° 
and the sediment again discarded. The pH of the supernatant (So) was 
brought to 5.7, the mixture allowed to stand at — 10° for 5 hours, and the 
sediment (P3) removed by centrifugation. This sediment was dialyzed and 
brought to pH 5.5, and alcohol was added at — 15° to 30 per cent. After 5 
hours, the sediment (P4) was centrifuged clear and dialyzed. Repetition 
of these procedures with alcohol to 15 per cent yielded sediments Pg and 


Table II 

Separation of Activities toward Chloroacetijl-Dh-alanine and 
Chloroacctyl-DL-alanylglycine* 


Fraction 

Substrates 

Katio 

Chloroacetyl- I 
alaninef 

Chloroacetyl- 

alanylglydnet 

Supernatant Sc 

912 

22 

41 

Sediment Pa 

3432 

5s ; 

59 

“ Pa 

3332 

75 

44 

“ Pa 

2950 

187 

16 

“ Pa 

700 

165 

4 


* The activities are the same as in Table I. 

t Activity in original homogenate, SOO. 

t Activity in original homogenate, 25. The distribution of activity toward 
chloroacetylglycjd-BL-alanine in each of the fractions was very nearly the same 
as that given above for chloroacetyl-DL-alanylglycine. The latter substrate is 
hydrolyzed nearly 3 times faster than the former. 

Pe consecutively. Further alcohol treatment produced such marked re- 
duction in the activities toward both substrates as to render the results 
dubious. The data on the fractions obtained to Pe are given in Table II. 

The marked drop in activity of Pe toward chloroacetylalanine might 
have been due to alcohol inactivation to which the enzyme, active on this 
substrate, is quite susceptible (see the section on “Differential alcohol 
inactivation”)- If this lowered value for Pe were due to incomplete 
precipitation, the value for the supernatant should show a corresponding 
rise in activity; the activity, however, in this supernatant was too loiv and 
the alcohol concentration too high to be able to measure the former con- 
veniently. Total activities could therefore not be calculated. 

Distribution of Activities toward Chloroacetyl-Bh- Alanine and Cliloroacetyl- 
mj-alanylglydne between .Sediment and Supernatant — Fresh hog Iddney 
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corlax was homogenized in the 5-fold weight of cold distilled water and the 
homogenate subjected to centrifugation at 9000 X g for 20 minutes at 0°. 
The heavy particles so removed possessed relativel}' little activity toward 
either substrate. Tlic supernatant Sc was then centrifuged at 26,000 
X for 2 hours at 0°, and the activities in the supernatant (Si) and the 
sediment (Pi) compared. The data arc given in Table III. The recovery 
of total activity from sediment plvis supernatant on chloroaeetylalarune 
is 78 per cent, that on chloroacetylalanxdglycine 09 per cent of the original. 

From two lines of evidence, the activities toward chloroacetylalanine 
and chloroacetylalanylglycine have thus been distinguished (a) by pro- 
gressive precipitation with alcohol, wherebj’’ the enzyune which hj'drotyzes 
the acylated dipeptide becomes increasingly less soluble (Table II), and 

Tahle III 

Di^lribution of Activilic^ toward Chloroacclyl-vih-alaninc and 
CMoroacctyl'nij-alanylglycinc between Supernatant and 
Sediment in Agucous Homogenates* 



Substrates 


Fraction 

Cb!oroacet>laIanme i 

CWoroa cetyl- 
alanylslycine 

Ratio 




Activity 

Total 

activity 


Supernatant Sc . . 

785 

218,520 

25 

6800 

31 

“ s, . 

1300 

159,900 

20 

2460 

65 

Sediment Pi . . . 

2S0 

9,800 

64 

2240 

4 


* Activities and total activities are the same as in Table I. 


(5) by high speed centrifugation of the aqueous kidney homogenate, where- 
by the activity toward chloroacetylalanylglycine is found in greater meas- 
ure in the sediment and that toward chloroacetylalanine in greater meas- 
ure in the supernatant (Table III). 

Separation of Aciiviiies toward Chloroacetyldehydroalanine and Glycyh 
dehydroalanine — ^The enzymes in kidney responsible for the h 3 >'drolysis of 
chloroacetyl-L-alanine and of glycyl-n-alardne are water-soluble. So too 
is the enzyme which hydrolyzes chloroacetyldehydroalanine, but that 
responsible for the activity toward gtycyldehydroalanine is largety as- 
sociated with the insoluble particulate matter of this tissue.® We have 
noted in agreement with Shack that these enzymes ma 3 ’- be readity sepa- 
rated by the foUowdng procedure. Hog kidney’-s were mixed with 5 times 
their weight of distilled water in a Waring blendor. The homogenate was 
centrifuged for 20 minutes at 9000 X ff at 0° and the relatively inactive 

‘ Personal communication from Dr. J. Shack. 
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sediment discarded. The supernatant hydrolyzed chloroacetyldehydroal- 
anine with an activity rate of 50 nu per hour per mg. of N and glycyl- 
dehydroalanine with a corresponding activity of 550 (ratio 0.1). The 
total activity toward these substrates was 8000 and 84,000 /xu per hour, 
respectively. When this supernatant was centrifuged at 0° at 26,000 
X <7 for 1 hour, a sediment was obtained which hydrolyzed chloroacetyl- 
dehydroalanine at a rate of 9 (total activity 280) and glj'-cyldehydroal- 
anine at a rate of 1005 (total activity 31,000) (ratio 0.009), and a su- 
pernatant which hydrolyzed these substrates at rates, respectively, of 
45 (total activity 6210) and 169 (total activity 23,320) (ratio 0.3). 
The total activity toward chloroacetyldehydroalanine in sediment and 
supernatant, 6490, is thus 81 per cent of the original, and that toward 
glycyldehydroalanine, namely 54,320, is 65 per cent of the original. The 
greatly different shapes of the pH-activity cuiwes for these substrates are 
another means of distinguishing the enz 5 rmatic activities responsible for 
their hydrolysis (3, 9, 10). 

Thus not only are chloroacetyl-L-alanine and glycyl-L-alanine hydrolyzed 
by two different enzymes, but so also are chloroacetyldehydroalanine and 
glycyldehydroalanine. The enzymes active on the saturated substrates 
are both relatively water-soluble in Iddney homogenates, and are not readily 
sedimentable after centrifugation at 26,000 X g for 1 hour (cf. (3)). In 
alcohol-water mixtures, however, that enzyme responsible for the hydrolysis 
of chloroacetylalanine is the more soluble (Table I). The separation in 
aqueous Iddney homogenates of the activities toward the corresponding 
unsaturated substrates is more easily accomplished, for the activity toward 
chloroacetyldehydroalanine is largely soluble at 26,000 X g, whereas the 
activity toward glycyldehydroalanine, although partly soluble, is largely 
insoluble. By this criterion, the enzymes active on glycyl-L-alanine and 
glycyldehydroalanine are also readily separated {cf. (11)).® Thus far, 
the activities toward chloroacetyl-L-alanine and chloroacetyldehydroalanine 
have not been clearly separated. It appears probable that the chloro- 
acetylated dipeptides are attacked by enzymes different from those which 
attack the chloroacetylated amino acids, the former being associated with 
larger, more readily sedimentable particles; the same distinction possibly 
holds for the enzymes acting on the corresponding unsaturated compounds 
(cf. (3)). The primary point of enzymatic attack on the acylated dipep- 
tides is not yet known (3). Since only the initial hydrolysis rate of chloro- 
acetylalanylglycine is determined, presumably only one of the two avail- 
able bonds of the l isomer of this tripeptide was attacked {cf. (3)). 

Attempts to Separate Activities toward Acetyl-'h-alanine, Chloroacetyl-h- 

' The D-peptidase acting upon glycyl-n-alanine is also sedimentable at 26,000 X g 
(11), and can thus be distinguished from the more soluble n-peptidase. 
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alnninc, and Cliloracicrtyl-h-phcnyMamnc — No way of distingui'shmg the 
activities toward these three compounds could be found by any of the 
procedures described above. Thus, by the alcoliol fractionation pro- 
cedure no changes in activity ratios could be detected in any fraction 
tested for these compounds, with either hog kidney or rat liver as the 
enzjTnc source.' Chloroacetylalanine is readily hydrolyzed by kidney 
preparations, whcrc.as chloroacetylphenjdalaninc is only weakly attacked 
(1). The reverse is true of pancreas preparations. The kidney enzyme is 
related to the carboxypeptidasc of the pancreas in so far as its specificity 
appears to be restricted to peptides lacking a free a-amino group (non- 
ampholytes). However, the'relativc action of kidney and of pancreas on 
chloroacetylalanine and cliloroacetylphenylalanine strongly indicates that 
two quite different systems are involved in the two tissues. The presence 
of a /3-phenyl group enhances susceptibility of the substrate to the action 
of the pancreas enzyme, whereas it diminishes susceptibility of the sub- 
strate to the action of the Iddney enzyme. Neither kidney nor pancreas 
enzjTnes act upon the acylated n-amino acids. 

Attempts to separate the activities toward acetylglycine and benzoyl- 
glycine in hog kidney homogenates by low temperature alcohol fractionation 
were inconclusive because of the relatively low activity of all fractions 
toward the latter substrate (0.6 in the original homogenate). The activity 
toward acetylglycine could be increased some 6-fold and that toward 
benzoylglycine some 15-fold, but, in view of the relatively small changes 
in activity ratios on fractionation, as well as the low order of magnitude of 
activity toward benzoylglycine, we are reluctant to impute to these changes 
any clear cut separation. 

SUMMABY 

1. On the basis of the relation of activity to pH, of differential heat and 
alcohol inactivation, and of fractionation in alcohol-water mixtures at low 
temperatures, the enzymatic activities toward chloroacetyl-n-alanine and 
toward glycyl-L-alanine have been distinguished. The optimal activity of 
rat spleen homogenates toward the former substrate is at pH 6.0, toward 
the latter at pH 7.6. With hog kidney preparations, the heat stability of 
the activity toward glycyl-L-alanine is less than that toward chloroacetyl- 
L-alanine; the stability of the respective activities is reversed when the 
fresh preparation is treated with alcohol to 10 per cent. In alcohol-water 

’ Preliirdnarj' studies revealed that addition of cysteine caused about a 25 per 
cent inhibition in the capacity of hog kidney preparation Pj (Table II) to hydroli'se 
chloroacetyl-L-alaiune, and little or no effect on the hydrolysis of chloroacetyl-n- 
phenylalanine. On the other hand, cobalt salts added up to 0.012 m accelerated 
the hydrolysis of chloroacetyl-ir-nhenylalanine to an apparently greater extent than 
that of chloroacetyl-ii-alanine. 
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mixtures the activity toward chloroacetylalanine is the more soluble and 
a clear cut separation from that toward glycyl-L-alanine can be made. 

2. The activities toward chloroacetyldehydroalanine and glj’-cyldehy- 
droalanine can be distinguished by a single high speed centrifugation of 
aqueous hog Iddney homogenate, that toward the former substrate re- 
maining largely in the supernatant and that toward the latter substrate 
precipitating mostly in the sediment. 

3. On the basis of alcohol fractionation at low temperature and of liigh 
speed centrifugation of the homogenate, the activities in hog kidney toward 
chloroacetylalanine and chloroacetylalanylglycine have been distinguished. 
In alcohol-water mixtures, as well as under conditions of high speed 
centrifugation of the aqueous homogenate, the activity toward the latter 
substrate is the less soluble. 

4. The methods employed were unable to distinguish the activities in 
hog Iddney toward acetylalanine, chloroacetylalanine, and chloroacetyl- 
phenylalanine. 
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THE RELATION OF AMINO ACID AVML^VBILITY IN DIETARY 
PROTEIN TO LIFTER ENZYI^IE ACTIWTY* 

Bt J. X. WILLIAMS, Jn., and C. A. ELVEHJEM 

(From the Department of Biochemistnj, College of Agriculture, University of Wisconsin, 

Madison) 

(Jlcccivcd for publication, July 2S, 1919) 

In 194S Miller (1) demonstrated that the loss of liver xanthine oxidase 
activity in the rat greatly exceeded the loss of liver protein during acute 
inanition. iNIoreover, xanthine oxidase appeared to be the most labile of 
the four liver enzj-mes studied. Westerfeld and Richert (2) observed that 
increasing the level of protein in the diet tended to bring about an increase 
in liver xanthine oxidase activity, although there vas no dtreci correlation 
between the level of dietar 3 ' protein and enzjmie activity. 

Because of the apparent lability of liver xanthine oxidase, the present 
work was undertaken to obsen'e whether the measured activity of this 
enzi-me could be used as an index of general protein metabolism. In this 
work the question of availability of amino acids in dietary protein has been 
related to liver xanthine oxidase activity under conditions in which gross 
body changes are not in general sensitive enough to reflect small protein 
variations in the animal body. It has been found that, at a level of whole 
dietary protein which maintains and even supports growth of the adult 
rat, liver xanthine oxidase activity may be appreciably decreased, prob- 
ably because of incomplete assimilation of the amino acids in the protein. 

Early in the experiments it was observed that animals fed a 14.6 per 
cent casein diet exhibited much lower liver xanthine oxidase activity than 
rats fed a good stock ration. It was also observed that if the animaTg 
were fed acid-hydrolyzed casein at an 18 per cent level (isonitrogenous with 
14.6 per cent casein) the xanthine oxidase activity based on liver protein 
was also much higher than that in animals fed the 14.6 per cent casein diet. 
If the animals were unable to digest completely the ingested whole pro- 
tein, the poor availability of one or more essential amino acids could account 
for the low xanthine oxidase activity. On the other hand if the protein 
were fed in a predigested form, i.e., as acid-hydrolyzed casein, this diffi- 
culty should not be encountered and xanthine oxidase activity should be 
normal. To rule out the possibility of the formation of unknown factors 

* Published -with the approval of the Director of the Wisconsin Agricultural 
Experiment Station. Supported in part by grants from the Research Committee 
of the Graduate School from funds supplied by the Wisconsin Alumni Research 
Foundation, and from The Robert Gould Research Foundation, Inc., Cincinnati, 
Ohio. 
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during acid hydrolysis of casein which might in some way increase liver 
xantliine oxidase activity, a mixture of purified amino acids simulating 
casein was fed and xanthine oxidase activity of the livers of the animals 
determined. 

If the animals were unable to obtain enough of one or more amino acid 
from a 14.6 per cent casein diet, it was possible that feeding a higher level 
of casein might furnish the required amino acid levels by a mass action 
effect. Therefore, other experiments were carried out in which the ani- 
mals were given a 40 per cent casein diet. 

From calculation of the essential amino acid concentrations in a 14.6 
per cent casein diet, metluonine was found to be slightly below the level 
stated by Womack and Rose (3) to be necessary for growth of young, grow- 
ing rats. Although we used adult animals in our experiments, it was de- 
cided to increase the methionine level in the 14.6 per cent casein ration to 
a value slightly above that required for the young rat. Therefore 0.25 
per cent extra methionine was added to the ration and xantliine oxidase 
activity determined in the livers of the animals fed this ration. 

EXPERIMENTAL 

Adult, male albino rats of the Holtzman strain weighing 250 to 350 gm. 
were maintained on a good stock ration for 2 weeks before being placed on 
the purified rations. 

A series of five synthetic rations was prepared, similar in all respects 
except for the type or quantity of protein included. The rations contained 
the follondng common components: Salts IV (4) 4 gm., corn oil 5 gm., 
vitamin mixture^ 2 gm,, protein at the desired level, and sucrose to make 
100 gm. In addition, 2 drops of halibut fiver oil were administered each 
week by dropper. The protein contents of the five rations were as fol- 
lows: Ration I, 14.6 per cent Smaco casein; Ration II, 14.35 per cent 
Smaco casein -f- 0.25 per cent DL-methionine; Ration III, 18 per cent 
acid-hydrolyzed casein (5) -f 0.5 per cent DL-tryptophan; Ration IV, 
24,7 per cent purified amino acid mixture^ corresponding to casein (6); 
and Ration V, 40 per cent Smaco casein. The acid-hydrolyzed casein was 

^ 100 gm. of vitamin mixture contained the following vitamins in a sucrose base: 
thiamine hydrochloride 10 mg., riboflavin 15 mg., niacin 75 mg., pyridoxine 12.5 
mg., calcium pantothenate 100 mg., biotin 0.5 mg., pteroylglutamic acid 1 mg., 
choline chloride 5 gm., and f-inositol 0.5 gm. 

* 24.7 gm. of amino acid mixture contained the following amounts of purified 
amino acids: DL-alanine 0.90, L-glutamic acid 3.7, L-cystine O.OG, nn-leucine 3.92, 
DL-phenylalanine 0.84, nn-valine 2.26, DL-aspartic acid 1.0; glycine 0.8, L-histidine 
Iwdrochloride 0.50, nn-isoleucine 2.10, n-Iysine hydrochloride 2.80, L-proline 1.33, 
L-tyrosine 1.0, DL-methionine 0.57, DL-threonine 1.26, L-arginine hydrochloride 
0.45, DL-scrine 1.21, DL-tryptophan 0.29 gm. 
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anaU’zcd microbiologically for arginine, glutamic acid, and the essential 
amino acids. The amino acids shown to be decreased by the acid hj-drolysis 
from reported casein levels were supplemented with purified amino acids 
to the required levels. Since trj'ptophan was completely destroyed during 
acid hydrolysis, 0.5 per cent DL-trj'ptophan was added to bring the l- 
tiyptophan level up to that of casein, \snien the amino acid mi.xture in 
Ration IV was fed at a 2-1.7 per cent level, the concentrations of amino 
acids utilizablc by the rat were equivalent to those found in 14.6 per cent 
casein, since only the L forms of leucine, valine, isoleucine, lysine, and 
threonine are active for the rat (7). 

The animals were maintained on the respective rations for at least 2 
weeks before being used in the enzjune studies. Si.x animals were main- 
tained on each ration, except that eight animals comprised the group 
recei\dng Ration III. 

After the feeding period, the animals were stunned by a blow on the 
head, decapitated, and exsanguinated. The livers were removed in tolo, 
placed immediatelj' into cracked ice, and cliilled for several minutes. 
They were then blotted free of moisture and weighed. A portion of each 
liver was homogenized in 5 volumes of ice-cold 0.039 m sodium potassium 
phosphate buffer (pH 7.3), and xanthine oxidase activity was determined 
according to the method of Axelrod and Elvehjem (8) with a "Warburg 
bath maintained at 30°. 

Total nitrogen, non-protein nitrogen, and dry weight of aliquots of each 
homogenate were determined in duplicate or triplicate. All nitrogen 
analyses were made by a modification of the micro-Kjeldahl technique. 
Non-protein N was determined by precipitating the protein in 5 ml. 
aliquots of the homogenates with 20 ml. of 20 per cent trichloroacetic acid, 
heating for 2 minutes at 100°, and filtering. The determination of nitro- 
gen in 10 ml. aliquots of the filtrate gave the non-protein N of the liver 
homogenates. Homogenate protein was calculated from total N less 
non-protein N per gm. of liver times the protein factor 6.25. To serve as a 
check on how accurately the liver homogenates were prepared, total N 
of approximately 0.1 gm. portions of each liver was determined. 

The results of xanthine oxidase activity were calculated in terms of 
liver protein, dry weight, wet weight, and activity per 100 gm. of rat. 
In this way the relation of xanthine oxidase activity to a variety of liver 
factors, e.g., total liver protein, liver solids, liver moisture, and body 
weight, could be obtained. 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

The results of the enzyme determinations for the various groups of ani- 
mals are presented in Table I. Although the standard errors of the mean 
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are given only for enzyme activity based on liver protein, approximately 
the same relative deviations hold for the other results. 

When xanthine oxidase activity was based on liver protein in the ani- 
mals receiAung the different diets, it was observed that, although the ani- 
mals were gaining weight in eveiy case, the liver xanthine oxidase activity 
of the group receiving 14.6 per cent casein was much lower than that of 
any other group. "When 0.25 per cent methionine was added to the 14.6 
per cent casein ration, liver xanthine oxidase activity returned nearly 
to normal. Moreover, when the protein was either acid-hydrolyzed 
casein or the purified amino acid mixture, xanthine oxidase activity based 


Table I 

Relation of Liver Xanthine Oxidase Activity in Rat to Dietary Protein 


Ration* 

Activity per gm. 
liver protein 

1 

Activity per 1 
gm. dry liver 

Activity per 
gm. wet liver 

Activity per 
100 gm. rat 

Average gain 
in weight 
per week 


111. Ot per hr. 

111. Oi per hr. 

til, O 2 per hr* 

111. Oi per hr. 

gm. 

I 

590 ± 40 

360 

99 

350 

+2 

II 

1080 ± 60 

680 

163 

790 

+18t 

III 

900 ± 100 

540 

100 

490 

+3 

IV 

1100 ± 90 

630 

180 

630 

+3 

V 

1200 ± 30 

670 

182 

790 

+9 

Stock 

1200 db 150 

680 

190 

720 

+8 


* See the text for composition. 

t These animals were somewhat younger than the other animals when they were 
placed on the purified ration. They were maintained on the purified ration, however, 
until their average weight was the same as that of the animals in the other groups. 
This probably accounts for the large value here, since these figures were calculated 
from weight changes throughout the period of feeding the purified diets. 

on liver protein was also nearly noimal. It was concluded from these 
results that methionine was probably the limiting amino acid in the 14.6 
per cent casein ration. The fact that the level of cystine is so low in 
whole casein makes it appear doubtful that it was important in tliis prob- 
lem. In the acid-hydrolyzed casein ration cystine was probably still 
lower than in the casein ration because of destruction during the hydrolysis. 
No extra cystine was added to the acid-hydrolyzed casein ration, however, 
because of lack of adequate methods for assaying for that amino acid in 
the hydrolysate. It appeared also that, although there was enough methio- 
nine in a 14.6 per cent casein ration to keep xantliine oxidase activity at a 
normal level, the animals were unable to utilize all the metliionine present 
in the whole protein. This lack of utilization was possibly due to incom- 
plete digestion of the protein, since the same level of metliionine in either 
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acid-hydrolyzcd casein or the purified amino acid mixture was enough to 
keep xanthine oxidase at nearly a normal level. 

It is interesting to observe in these experiments that the enzyme activity 
based on liver protein followed verj' closely the pattern observed when 
actinty was based on drj’ weight. However, a somewhat different pat- 
tern was observed when cnzjTue activity was based on wet weight of the 
liver. The enzj-me results based on wet weight of the liver for the two 
groups of animals recci%*ing 14.6 per cent casein and acid-hydrolyzed 
casein were nearly the siunc and also lower than those for the other groups. 
The reasons for these results are not clear, although they may possibly be 
explained by a higher salt content of the acid-hydrolyzed casein. This 
would tend to increase the water intake, and consequently the water con- 
tent of the liver, wth a concomitant decrease in wet weight enzyme ac- 


Tabi.e II 

Relation of Liver Nitrogen and Non-Prolcin Nitrogen in Rat to Dietary Protein 


Ralion* 

1 

1 Nitrogen per gm. liver 

1 

Non-prottin N per gm. liver 

I 

0.032 

0.0032 

11 

0.030 

0.0032 

III 

0.030 

0.0033 

IV 

0.030 

0.0035 

V 

0.033 

0.0032 

stock 

0.031 

0.0032 


* See the text for composition. 


The possibility of the presence of factors toxic to the rat in acid- 
h3'drolyzed casein also should not be overlooked. 

When the results were expressed as enzyme activity per 100 gm. of rat, 
the pattern most nearly approximated that observed when the results 
were based upon liver dry weight. The differences in enzyme activity 
between the groups of animals were not greatly amplified, as sometimes 
occurs when enzyme results are expressed in this manner. This was 
probably due to the fact that the weights of the animals of all groups were 
approximately the same when used in the enzyme studies. 

In Table II the results of the total N and non-protein N determinations 
for the various groups of animals are presented. The total N results were 
obtained from the nitrogen determinations upon portions of the whole 
livers. Very few if any significant differences were observed either in 
total N or non-protein N among the different groups of animals. Other 
workers (9) have reported measurable decreases in liver protein per gm. 
of fiver under severe conditions of protein depletion. It thus appears 
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that xanthine oxidase activity may decrease markedly without a notice- 
able decrease in non-enzyme liver protein. 

The changes in xanthine oxidase activity observed in these experiments 
were probably due to an actual decrease in enzyme protein rather than to 
variations in dietary riboflavin (10), since all groups of animals received 
the same adequate level of riboflavin throughout the feeding period. 
Similarly, although pteroylglutamic acid has been shoivn to influence 
xanthine oxidase activity profoundly both in vitro (11) and in vivo (12), 
the effects we have observed in the present experiments cannot be at- 
tributed directly to that factor. 


SUMMARY 

1. Evidence has been presented that liver xanthine oxidase activity 
can be used as a sensitive index of amino acid availability in dietary pro- 
teins. 

2. With use of liver xantliine oxidase activity as a criterion, it has been 
demonstrated that methionine in dietary casein is not readily available to 
the rat. However, if either acid-hydrolyzed casein or a mixture of puri- 
fied amino acids simulating casein is fed as the source of protein, the rat 
appears to utilize the ingested amino acids much more completely. 

3. The effects of the low availability of methionine in casein fed at the 
14.6 per cent level upon liver xantliine oxidase can be overcome by feed- 
ing a 40 per cent casein diet. 
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FACTORS INFLUENCING GALACTOSE UTILIZATION^ 


Bt V. II. BARKI, P. FEIGELSON, R. A. COLLINS, E. B. HART, and 

C. A. ELVEIIJEM 

(From Ihc Department of Biochcmielru, College of Agriculture, University of Wisconsin, 

Madison) 

(Received for publication, August I, 1949) 

A relalionslup between fat and the utilization of galactose was first 
reported by Schantz cl al. in 193S (1). They fed mineralized skim milk 
to rats and found as much as 35 per cent of the ingested galactose in the 
urine. "Vinten whole milk was fed or when sldm milk was supplemented 
■nith one of several other fats at the level of 4 per cent, galactosuria was 
prevented. This obsertmtion was confirmed by Geyer et al. (2) who 
extended the work to include sjmthetic diets containing lactose or galactose. 
Nieft and Deuel (3) found tliat increased levels of fat resulted in lower 
galactosuria. Thej' also found that the rate of intestinal absorption of 
galactose varies inversely with the percentage of fat in the diet. 

On the other hand Zialcita and Mitchell (4) fed a lactose-casein-salts 
diet to which they added butter fat, com oil, or glucose in isocaloric 
amounts, and found approximately equal galactose losses in the urine. 
They concluded that fat as such does not favor galactose utilization in the 
animal. 

The possibility was considered that these conflicting results might have 
been due to inadequate control of galactose intake per unit of body weight. 
Therefore, studies were initiated in which the galactose intake was con- 
trolled by administering galactose solutions to rats through a stomach 
tube, while permitting them to eat fat-free or fat-containing diets ad 
libitum. 

Method for Galactose Determinations — ^Total sugar, or more correctly 
total reducing substances, in the urine were determined coloiimetricaUy 
by a micromethod of Somogyi (5) with Nelson’s arsenomolybdate color 
reagent (6). The boiling period was extended to 30 minutes for more 
complete oxidation of the galactose. The urine samples were diluted 
so that 1 ml. would contain the equivalent of 15 to 50 y of galactose. 1 
and 2 ml. samples, each in duplicate, were used in all determinations. 

* Published with the approval of the Director of the Wiseonsin Agricultural 
Experiment Station. Supported in part by a grant from the Research Committee 
of the Graduate School from funds supplied by the 'Wisconsin Alumni Research 
Foundation and by a grant from the National Dairy Council, Chicago, on behalf of 
the American Dairy Association. 
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Samples of standard galactose solutions were included with every assay. 
For the galactose deteiminations 9 ml. samples of the above dilution were 
placed in a centrifuge tube, to which was added 0.2 ml. of 50 per cent yeast 
suspension (1 gm. of bakers’ yeast after six washings was made to 2 ml. and 
stored below freezing temperature). After incubation at 37° for 30 
minutes, the yeast cells were centrifuged down. 1 and 2 ml. samples 
were removed and carried through the procedure outlined above. Special 
attention was paid in neutralizing the samples before the addition of the 
copper reagent, because it was found that the yeast treatment lowered the 
pH, and in this method it is important to keep the pH between 7 and 9. 

It should be mentioned that, in the galactose determination, other non- 
fermentable reducing substances which might be present are also measured 
as galactose. The average daily excretion of such substances by rats on 
a lactose- and galactose-free diet was found to be 15.7 mg. per 100 gm. of 
body weight. In each case this figure was subtracted in order to obtain 
the true galactose value. All values are expressed on the basis of 100 gm. 
of body weight. 

Studies with Purified Diets — Rats of the Sprague-Dawley strain weighing 
about 120 gm. were used in these experiments. They were housed indi- 
vidually in metabolism cages, food consumption records were kept, and 
the urine was collected under toluene. Each e.xperiment included three 
groups of rats which were given the following basal diets (the figures 
represent parts). 



Diet 1 

Diet 2 

Diet 3 

Casein 

2.0 

6.5 

2.0 

Salts IV (7) 

0.4 

0.4 

0.4 

Butter fat 

2.0 



Sucrose 



4.5 


2 drops of haliver oil per rat per week were the source of the fat-soluble 
vitamins. Water-soluble vitamins were mixed into the basal ration.* 
It will be noticed that all basal diets contained casein and Salts IV. The 
balance was made up by isocaloric amounts of either butter fat, casein, or 
sucrose. 

In the first series, which included three experiments, different measured 
amounts of galactose were administered by stomach tube in three equal 
portions each day for 3 or 4 days. The basal diets constituted the part 
of the daily rations given ad libitum. 

* Each 69 gm. of Diet 1 and each 100 gm. of Diets 2 and 3 were supplemented 
with 0.5 mg. of thiamine, 0.7 mg. of riboflavin, 0.6 mg. of pyridoxino, 3.0 mg. of 
calcium pantothenate, and 150 mg. of choline hydrochloride. 
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It was observed that the galactose excretion was proportional to the 
galactose intake per unit body weight (Fig. 1). Somewhat lower galactose 
excretion was obtained on Diet 1 (fat) especially at the lower galactose 
intakes. The galactosuria ranged from 30 to 70 per cent of the ingested 
galactose. It was suspected that these high galactose losses in the urine 
were due largel}’ to the mode of galactose administration. Therefore in a 
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Fio. 1. Galactose excretion in the urine of rats on various levels of galactose 
intake by stomach tube and in their diets. Each point represents an average of 
three rats. 

second series of experiments comparable amounts of galactose were in- 
corporated in the diets which were consumed ad libitum and the amounts 
recorded. Four such experiments were conducted, each of which was of 3 
days duration. Again it was observed that galactose excretion was pro- 
portional to the galactose intake. At low levels of galactose intake the 
galactose excretion was strikingly lower when the galactose was consumed 
in the diet, as compared to that excreted when the galactose was fed by 
stomach tube in three portions each day. 
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Since it Avas observed that the rate of administration of galactose exerted 
a definite effect on the percentage of galactose excreted it was considered 
advisable to study bj'- another method the effect of delaying the availabil- 
ity of the galactose in the digestive tract. 

This was done in a tliird series of experiments in Avliich lactose Avas in- 
corporated into the same diets replacing the galactose. Lactose AA^as 
employed, since galactose would be sloAAdy released by the hydrolysis in 
the tract. In the calculation of the results, the factor 180/342 AA'^as used 
to convert the amounts of lactose consumed into galactose. The results 
are shoAAm in Table 1. It is apparent that on the lactose diets considerably 
less galactose Avas excreted than when an equivalent amount of galactose 


Table I 


Galactose Excretion on Purified Diets Containing Lactose 


Diet No. 

No. of days 

1 j 

No. of rats 

Galactose inRested 
per 100 gm. body 
weight per day 

Per cent ingested 
galactose excreted 

1. Fat, 

2 

3 

0.83 

0.28 


3 

1 


0.31 


2 

3 

0.41 

0.60 

2. Casein 

2 

3 

0.73 

2.67 


3 

3 

1.11 

5.25 


2 

3 

0.61 

1.78 

3. Sucrose 

2 

3 

0.87 

1.93 


3 

2 

0.84 

3.49 


2 

^ 1 

0.46 

1.01 


was fed. Wlien higher levels of lactose Avere mixed in the diets, severe 
diarrhea resulted, preventing accurate excretion data at high lactose con- 
sumptions. 

Studies with Milk Diets — In early investigations on this problem, milk 
Avas fed and the galactose intake per unit of body weight AA^as not con- 
sidered. Therefore, attention was paid in the present studies to this 
factor. Three diets, aaLoIo milk, sldm milk, and sldm milk containing 
cerelose Avere used. In the third diet the cerelose was added in amounts 
isocaloric with the 4 per cent fat in the whole milk. In order to equalize 
the content of lactose in unit volume of the three diets, 96 ml. of sldm 
milk AA^ere diluted to 100 ml. AAuth Avater for the second diet; to another 96 
ml. of sldm millc 9 gm. of cerelose Avere added, and this was brought to 
100 ml. for the third diet. In the calculation, 100 ml. of milk were con- 
sidered to contain 4.78 gm. of lactose. 

Rats weighing about 240 gm. each were divided into three groups and 
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placed on these diets ad lihiinm for 2 weelis of preliminary feeding. For 
the 2 day experimental periods, the rats were weighed daily and their 
respective milk diets were offered in four or five fresh portions each day, 
in amounts proportional to their body weight. Some rats on the second 
and tliird diets (skim milk and skim milk plus cerelose respectively) were 
restricted in their intake to equal that of the rats on whole milk, the latter 
haring generallj’^ required less than the former two groups. Three other 
rats on the skim milk diet and two rats on the sldm milk plus cerelose diet 
were allowed ad libitum amounts, wliich were like\rise measured in 4 or 5 
portions each day. The results are shown in Table II. It is observed 
that fat in the whole milk exerted a small but significant effect in lowering 
the galactosuria. 


Table II 

Galaclosc Excretion on Mill: Diels 


Diet (2 diyi) 

No. of rata j 

' i 

Galactose ingested 
per day per 100 
gm. body weight 

Per cent galactose 
eiaeted 

Whole milk 

1 

1 

1 4 

im, 

0.634 

0 


5 

0.734 

0 

Skim “ 

6 

0.640 

0.83 


3 

0.767 

2.5 


3 

1.017 

1.3 

" “ -1- cerelose 

5 

0.635 

0.7 


3 

0.746 

1.0 


2 

0.902 

1.75 


DISCUSSION 

These data indicate that one of the major factors controlling the excre- 
tion of galactose in the urine is the rate at which this sugar reaches the 
circulation. Observations leading to this conclusion are as follows: (a) 
When small amounts of galactose were given by stomach tube in three 
portions per day, a considerably larger fraction was excreted than when 
equal amounts were slowly ingested in the diet through the day (Fig. 1). 
At high levels of galactose intake the difference between the two methods 
of administration was smaller, because presumably the rate of absorption 
from the intestine was the limiting factor and not the amount of galactose 
present in the stomach and intestine at any one time. (6) Feeding higher 
amounts of galactose per unit time resulted in a much higher per cent 
excretion (Fig. 1). (c) When equivalent amoimts of galactose were fed 
iU' the form of lactose, considerably less galactose was excreted (Fig. 1 
and Table I), probably due to the gradual hydrolysis of lactose to galac- 
tose and glucose. 
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Coryell and Christman (8) found that, following the administration by 
stomach tube of 2 gm. of lactose per Idlo of rat, an average of 32, 59, and 
73 per cent of the sugar was hydrolyzed at the end of 1, 2, and 3 hours 
respectively. They further observed that glucose made available by the 
hydrolysis of lactose was absorbed as rapidly as it was formed, while the 
galactose was absorbed at a somewhat slower rate. 

Our general observation that the galactose excretion in the urine is 
largely controlled by the rate at which this sugar reaches the circulation 
is in line with the conclusion of Dominguez and Pomerene (9) who found 
that the rate of galactose excretion is proportional to the plasma concen- 
tration. In their study they injected galactose intravenously into dogs 
and measured plasma concentration and urinary excretion of this sugar. 

Concerning the role of fat in the utilization of galactose, the data pre- 
sented show consistently some beneficial influence which becomes of 
greater importance at certain low levels of galactose intake or availability 
in the digestive tract. When the galactose intake is low enough, and 
particularly when it is gradually liberated from lactose, the galactose 
reaches the blood at such a slow rate that complete utilization follows. 
When this rate is exceeded and galactose appears in the urine, then the 
presence of fat appears to reduce or prevent the galactose excretion and 
consequently increases the utilization. At very Wgh levels of galactose 
intake, the presence of fat appears to have less influence on the galacto- 
suria. It is possible that the I'ate of absorption approaches its upper 
limit at these high levels. It is also possible that the rate of excretion 
becomes the limiting factor, but there is no evidence that fat has any 
influence on the excretion mechanism. 

Since the effect of fat does not appear to be very great at any level of 
galactose intake, it would seem that the known r61es of fat in slowing 
gastric emptying and in delaying the absorption of galactose from the 
intestines (3) would completely account for the relatively small effect of 
fat on the galactose excretion. 

In their study on the effect of the level of fat on the excretion of galac- 
tose, Nieft and Deuel (3) apparently ignored the inverse relationship be- 
tween the level of fat in the diet and the galactose intake which is now 
known to affect excretion. Previous workers in this laboratory (1, 2) 
took cognizance of this factor and in some experiments attempted to 
equalize the intake per rat. It should be remembered, however, that, 
while at the beginning of each experiment their rats might have been of 
equal weight, by the time the urine collections were made, 2 or more 
weeks later, the rats on the skim milk diets probably weighed less (as was 
observed in the present studies) and consequently received more galactose 
per 100 gm. of body weight when the amounts per rat were equalized. 
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Therefore, it is not surprising that they obsenred much higher galacto- 
Euria in rats on skim milk diets. 


SUMMARY 

1. Studies on the utilization of galactose in rats when this sugar was 
^ven in proportion to body weight gave the follomng results: (a) The 
e.Ycretion of galactose was proportional to the intake of this sugar. (6) 
A considerably larger fraction was excreted when small amounts were 
^ven directly into the stomach in three portions per day than when equal 
amounts were ingested by the rat in the diet throughout the day. (c) 
Galactosuria was strikingl 3 ’ lower when equivalent amounts of galactose 
were fed in the form of lactose. 

2. When the influence of fat was compared with that of casein or sucrose 
on the per cent excretion of galactose, the presence of fat resulted in some- 
what lower galactose excretion. This was more noticeable when low 
levels of galactose were ingested with the diet. 

3. Since the influence of fat on the excretion of galactose appears to be 
small, it is possible that it is exerted largely or entirely by delaying the 
gastric emptying and by reducing the rate of absorption of galactose. 

4. It appears that the major factor influencing the excretion of galactose 
is the rate at which thus sugar reaches the circulation. 
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(Received for publication, July 21, 1949) 

The great size of the cock’s comb in contrast to that of the hen or capon 
is due in large part to the presence of a thick lajmr of shiny mucinous con- 
nective tissue. Champy and Ivritch (1) and later Hardesty (2) demon- 
strated that this swollen connective tissue stains metachromatically with 
certain basic dyes. Since metachromasia with basic dyes is a well recog- 
nized property of mucopolysaccharides (3), we decided to study the chem- 
ical nature of the metachromatic comb material. 

Hyaluronic acid has been identified in the skin of the pig (4), rabbit 
(5), and man (6). Since the comb may be considered a modified skin 
structure, it seemed possible that its metachromatic material might also 
be hyaluronic acid. Extractions were therefore carried out in order to 
isolate and identify the comb substance. 

The combs were extracted by methods used by Meyer (7) and Meyer 
and Palmer (8) on umbilical cords and vitreous humor. The dried comb 
extract represented 0.6 per cent of the initial dried comb weight. Identi- 
fication of the material extracted was based upon its viscosity, upon the 
reduction of viscosity and turbidity by the action of hyaluronidase, upon 
its glucosamine, nitrogen, and acetyl contents, and upon the electrophoretic 
pattern. The results of these determinations were in close accord with 
the hyalimonic acid values obtained by others from sources such as um- 
bilical cord and vitreous humor (7-9). 

EXPEBIMENTAL 

Methods — 500 gm. of adult cocks’ combs (assorted breeds),* obtained 4 
hours after killing, were ground twice in an electric meat grinder with J 
inch holes and placed in a liter of acetone in a refrigerator. After 24 hours 
the acetone was squeezed from the comb material and additional acetone 
added. This was repeated ten times in 24 hour intervals. After the last 
extraction the remaining acetone was evaporated in a stream of air. 
The weight of the dried and defatted comhs was 80 gm. This mate- 
rial was extracted ten times successively with a 5 per cent solution of 

* Aided by a grant from the American Cancer Society. 

t Charles Klingenstein Fellow. 

* Cocks’ combs were Hndly supplied by Armour and Company, Chicago, and the 
Oak Valley Farm Products, Inc., New York. 
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sodium acetate, with 1 liter at 24 hour intervals; each time the viscous 
fluid was squeezed through several la3'^ers of cheese-cloth. Frequent ad- 
ditional macerations in a Waring blendor were necessary for complete 
extraction of the viscous material. The final comb residue was then 
discarded. 1.5 volumes of ethyl alcohol were added to the aqueous ex- 
tracts. The precipitates formed were pooled, centrifuged, redissolved in 
5 per cent sodium acetate solution, and recentrifuged. Protein was re- 
moved from the supernatant solution by shaking it with chloroform four 
times and then with a chloroform-amyl alcohol (1:4 parts to 1:2 parts) 
mixture several times until a gel no longer formed. The final solution 
was dialyzed; sodium acetate crystals were added to make a 5 per cent 
solution. Following acidification to pH 4.0, the solution was precipitated 
with ethyl alcohol and the precipitate was desiccated in vacuo over calcium 
chloride. The final dried material weighed 500 mg. and was pure white 
and fibrous in appearance. It dissolved slowly but completely in water, 
giving a clear viscous solution. 

Identification — ^Viscosity was determined with an Ostwald viscosimeter 
at a temperature of 37°. With m/ 15 phosphate buffer of pH 7.0, both as 
the control flow time and as solute for the unknown, the relative viscosity 
of the latter at 0.1 gm. per cent concentration was 2.37, and at 0.3 gm. 
per cent concentration 6.41. Reported values for the viscosity of hyalu- 
ronic acid vary from 1.1 to 8.2 at a concentration of 1 gm. per liter (9). 

A prompt fall in viscosity resulted from incubating the unlcnown sub- 
strate with hyaluronidase.^ At the end of 26 minutes, the relative vis- 
cosity of the 0.3 gm. per cent solution had fallen from 6.41 to 1.33. 

By using a standard turbidimetric assay method- with Icnown amounts 
of hyaluronidase, we compared the relative diminution of turbidity between 
a Icnown hyaluronate preparation^ and the comb extract; they were found 
to be identical. 

Glucosamine was determined by the method of Elson and Morgan (10) 
on material that had been hydrolyzed for 6 hours with 5 n hydrochloric 
acid at 100° and evaporated to dryness. The glucosamine content of the 
cock’s comb material was 28.4 and 32.7 per cent. (Whereas theory de- 
mands 43 per cent, actual analyses of hyaluronic acid range from 20 to 
43 per cent and seem to vary with the viscosity of the preparation (9).) 

Nitrogen was determined by the micro-Kjeldahl method and values of 
3.2 and 3.4 per cent were obtained (theoretical 3.3 per cent). 

For the acetyl determinations, the comb material was hydrolyzed for 
1^ hours in 2.5 N sulfuric acid at 100° under a reflux condenser. It was 
then steam-distilled in an apparatus described by Markham (11). The 

= Bull testis hyaluronidase and potassium hyaluronate were generously supplied 
by Dr. D. Roy McCullagh of the Sohering Corporation, Bloomfield, New Jersey. 
The turbidimetric method used was that developed at the Schering Corporation. 
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distillate was titratwl against x/70 sodium lu'droxide. This method gave 
acetyl values of 12.2 and 13.2 per cent (theoretical, 10.2 per cent). 

A sample of the cock’s comb extract was analyzed electrophoretically® 
in a phosphate buffer of pH 8.00, ionic strength 0.10, similar to that used 
bj* Blix (12) in studying vitreous humor and sjmovial fluid hyaluronate. 
The cock’s comb material had a sharp peak with a mobility of 1.16 cm.® 
volt"' sec."' 10"^. This is in agreement with the value Blix (12) obtained 
for sjTiovial fluid hyaluronate. 


DISCUSSION' 

Hj-aluronic acid is present in appreciable ciuantities in the cock’s comb 
and can be isolated in rclativel}’- pure form by the methods outlined here. 

The metachromasia obscived in the cock’s comb with certain basic 
dyes (toluidine blue, thionine, etc.) appears to be in large part, if not wholly, 
due to the presence of hyaluronic acid. 

In 1934 Berdnikoff and Champy (13) extracted two viscous substances 
from the cock’s comb. One of these extracts contained a reducing sugar 
resembling glucose. Because of the presence of phosphorus in one extract 
and appreciable quantities of nitrogen in both, they were led to believe 
that they had isolated glycoproteins and phosphoproteins. These, they 
believed, were responsible for the metachromasia obsen'ed in the cock’s 
comb. In view of what we now know, in all likelihood they dealt with an 
impure form of hyaluronic acid. 

SUMMARY 

Hyaluronic acid is present in the cock’s comb in appreciable quantity. 
Aqueous extraction methods were used and its identification was based 
upon its viscosity, its reaction with hyaluronidase, its glucosamine, nitro- 
gen, and acetyl content, and on its electrophoretic pattern. 
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OF THEILER’S GD VII VIRUS* 


Bt HAROLD E. PEARSON and RICHARD J. WINZLERf 

{From the Departments oj Bacteriology and of Biochemistry, University of Southern 
California School of Medicine, and the Laboratory Division, 

Los Angeles County Hospital, Los Angeles) 

(Received for publication, May 16, 1949) 

Repeated failures that have attended attempts to culture various vi- 
ruses in the absence of living host cells suggest that vims multiplication 
depends upon metabolic systems in the host tissue. The present study 
concerns the relationship of oxygen consumption, glucose utilization, and 
lactic acid production in minced, 1 day-old mouse brain to the in vitro 
propagation of Theiler’s GD ^TI strain of mouse encephalomyelitis virus 
in this tissue. 


Materials and Methods 

Brain tissue was removed asceptically from 1 day-old Swiss mice. The 
brain was minced at room temperature with scissors into small cubes of 
about 0.5 c.mm., and 50 to 90 mg. of minced tissue were placed in sterile 
50 ml. Erlenmeyer flasks, or sterile Warburg vessels containing 2.5 ml. of 
the appropriate medium. The composition of the medium in the flask 
experiments was the Simms’ solution indicated in Table I, unless otherwise 
stated. Warburg experiments were mainly carried out with a modified 
culture medium designated as Solution 23 in Table I. A strain of Thei- 
ler’s GD VII mouse encephalomyelitis virus which is readily propagated 
under these conditions (1) was added to the infected series of flasks or 
Warburg vessels. This virus was obtained from the supernatant fluid of 
virus-infected, 1 day-old minced mouse brain in Simms’ solution. This 
supernatant was diluted 1000-fold and was added so that the minced tissue 
suspension had a starting titer of !()"*; i.e., 100-fold dilution would kill 
haK of the mice injected intracerebrally with 0.3 ml. Control flasks of 
minced brain suspension received the same amount of supernatant fluid 
from non-infected tissue. In flask experiments the pH was adjusted to 
9 with NaOH and the volume brought to 3 ml. with Simms’ solution. 
Oxygen consumption was measured at 35° by the direct Warburg method 

* This work was aided by a grant from The National Foundation for Infantile 
Paralysis, Inc. 

t With the technical assistance of Alice Guizot and Dorothy Lagerborg. 
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with potassium hydroxide in the center cup and an atmosphere of air. 
The flask experiments were carried out at 35° in closed vessels in an atmos- 
phere of air without agitation. All the flasks were tested and found 
sterile at the end of the incubation period. Tissue was removed by cen- 
trifugation for 10 minutes at a centrifugal force of 900 times gravity in a 
horizontal head. The supernatant fluid was used for determination of 
viras titer and glucose and lactic acid content. The virus titer was deter- 
mined by intracerebral injection of 0.03 ml. of the diluted supernatant 
into mice, the titer being expressed as the highest dilution which was lethal 
to at least half of a group of six to eight mice. 

1 ml. of the supernatant was added to 9 ml. of freshly prepared tungstic 
acid reagent (5 ml. of 0.66 n H2SO4 plus 5 ml. of 10 per cent NaW04 and 
diluted to 50 ml.). The precipitated proteins were centrifuged off, and 


Table I 

Composition of Culture Media 


Constituent 

Simms’ solution X7 

Solution 23 

NaCl 

gm. per 1. 

8.0 

0.2 

0.147 

0.203 

1.01 

0.213 

1.0 

0.01 

gm. per 1. 

8.0 

0.2 

0.147 

0.203 

0.605 

0.05 

2.0 

0.01 

KCl 

CaCls -21120 

MgCls-GH-O 

NaHCOa 

NaoHPO«-12H20 

NaHjPOi’HjO 

Glucose 

Phenol red 



glucose and lactic acid determinations carried out on the supernatant by 
the methods of Folin and Malmros (2) and of Barker and Summerson (3) 
respectively. Differences in the medium or in the conditions of incubation 
are indicated in the data for specific experiments. All metabolic values 
are expressed as quantities per 100 mg. of fresh tissue. 

Results 

The oxidative and glycolytic metabolism of sterile minced mouse brain 
tissue as a function of time and the influence of virus upon this metabolism 
have been studied in Warburg and in flask experiments. Fig. 1 shows a 
typical experiment in which the oxygen consumption of 1 day mouse brain 
was studied in the presence and absence of virus for a period of 70 hours. 
It is seen that the rate of metabolism falls rapidly with time and reaches 
low values by the end of 24 hours. The Qoi of brain minces inoculated 
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Anrus was not significantly different from the uninoculated tissue 
except after 4S hours when the infected tissues occasionally showed lower 
rates than the controls. 

In experiments of the tjT50 shoum in Fig. 1, the disappearance of glucose 
and the production of lactic acid and virus were determined at the end of 
the Warburg experiment. The results of typical experiments are shovui 
in Table II. The relationship of metabolism to incubation time and virus 
propagation lias also been studied with the flask technique, the results 

LO 


05 

Qo, 

ac 


Oi 


10 20 30 ^0 so 60 70 

HOURS 

Fia. 1. The oxygen consumption of minced mouse brain. 50 to 80 mg. of sterile 
minced mouse brain were placed in 3 ml. of Solution 23 and the oxygen consumption 
followed manometrically at 35°. 0 , 1 day-old mouse brain; • , 1 day-old mouse brain 
infected with Theiler’s GD VII virus. The values on the ordinate are expressed as 
microliters of O. used per hour per mg. of wet tissue. 

being summarized in Fig. 2. No differences were observed between in- 
fected and control tissue. These data indicate that the lactic acid pro- 
duced by 1 day-old mouse brain under the conditions of these experiments 
is usually slightly in excess of the glucose which disappears. When the 
oxygen consumption is expressed in terms of the amount of glucose oxi- 
dized, the discrepancy between the glucose used and that calculated from 
the end-products is increased. This is, of course, interpreted as an indi- 
cation that endogenous substrates are available both for glycolysis and for 
respiration in these long term experiments. 
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Table II 

Utilization of Oxygen and Glucose and Production of Lactic Acid and Virus by I 
Day-Old Mouse Brain in Warburg Experiments 


Tissue and treatment 

Incu- 

bation 

Total 

oxygen 

used 

Glucose 

equiv- 

alent 

oxygen 

Total 

lactic 

acid 

produced 

Total 

glucose 

disap- 

peared 




hrs. 

c»mm. 

mg. per 

m- Per 

mg. per 






100 mg. 

100 mg. 

100 mg. 





m. 






1 day-old brain -f- virus 

21 


1.14 

1.93 

1.76 

8.6 

io-< 

1 “ “ no virus 

21 


1.11 

1.85 

1.80 

8.6 


1 “ “ + virus 

70 


2.61 

3.90 

3.45 

7.5 

10-' 

1 “ “ no virus 

70 


2.41 

3.28 

3.18 

7.9 



Approximately 50 mg. of 1 day-old mouse brain in 3 ml. of Solution 23 with and 
without virus. The experiments were carried out at 35° in an atmosphere of air. 

* Highest dilution that killed at least half of a group of six to eight mice after 
intracerebral injection of each with 0.03 ml. 


Q' 



Fig. 2. The effect of Theiler’s GD VII virus on glucose utilization and lactic acid 
production by 50 to 80 mg. of 1 day minced mouse brain incubated in Simms’ solution 
at an initial pH of 9 at 35° in flask experiments. 

It is to be noted from Figs. 1 and 2 that the oxidative and glycolytic 
metabolism of mouse brain minces falls off considerably after 12 to 24 
hours. In spite of this diminished metabolism, it has previously been ob- 














H. E. PEAnSOS* AN'i) n. J. AnNZLER 


581 


sen'cd (1) that virus added to minced brain tissue, preincubated at 35° 
from 2 to 10 days, multiplies almost as well as when the virus is added to 
the freshly prepared brain tissue. This is also shown in Table III. 

Table III 

Propagalion of Thcilcr’s OD VII Virus in Minced Mouse Brain Prcincubatcd for 

Various Times 

Incubation with virus was accomplished in 3 days. 


Tissue 

Final virus titer* 

1 da}' -old 
1 “ 



10-' 

It 

" prPinriihfifpHf 2 dfiys 

10-» 

1 “ 

it 

“ * " 5 “ 

10-< 

1 " 

(1 

•' “ 10 “ 

10-M0-* 

1 

If 

If it tt 

10-J 




* The initial titer of virus is 10~*. 

t Preincubated at 35° in an atmosphere of air without agitation before the addi- 
tion of the \’irus. 


OISCUSSION 

It is evident from this work that the oxidative or glycolytic metabolism 
of minced 1 day-old mouse brain tissue is not affected significantly by the 
propagation of Theiler’s GD VII virus during the time when the virus is 
growing at a maximal rate. 

It is of interest that virus propagation occurs in spite of the decrease in 
rates of oxygen consumption, glucose utilization, or lactic acid production 
of cultures of 1 day-old mouse brains preincubated for as long as 10 days 
before addition of virus. It would appear that the rate of carbohydrate 
metabolism of the host tissue is not of paramount importance in determin- 
ing the growth of the virus. 

Hacker and Kabat (4) and Nickle and Kabat (5) have reported that the 
anaerobic glycolysis rate of mouse brain taken from mice showing paralysis 
following intracerebral injection with neurotropic viruses was lower than 
the rates for brains of uninoculated controls. Wood, Rusoff, and Reiner 
(6), however, were unable to verify these findings. The phosphorylation 
of glucose appeared to be inhibited in homogenates of mouse brain infected 
with Lansing or Theiler’s F. A. viruses (Racker and Krimsky (7)). Exper- 
iments with brain tissue taken from infected adult mice are not comparable 
with those reported here. However, even in oim experiments, where the 
proportion of cells affected by the virus may be expected to be maximal, 
the effect of virus propagation on oxygen consumption, glucose utilization, 
or lactic acid production has not been demonstrable. The failure of Thei- 
ler’s virus propagation to influence oxidation or glycolysis rates of 1 day- 
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old mouse brain minces is of interest in view of the marked effects of this 
virus on the turnover of the phospholipide and protein-bound phosphate 
fractions of mouse brain and on the assimilation of radioactive glucose 
fragments reported elsewhere (8, 9). 

SUMMARY 

The oxygen consumption, glucose utilization, lactic acid production, and 
propagation of Theiler’s GD VII mouse encephalomyelitis virus in minced 
1 day-old mouse brain have been studied. The propagation of the virus 
had no significant influence on the oxidative or glycolytic metabolism of 
the host tissue. The rate of oxidative or glycolytic metabolism of the host 
tissue was not of prime importance in affecting the propagation of the virus. 
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Previous studies in this laboratory have shovTi that the propagation of 
Theiler’s GD VII strain of mouse encephalomyelitis virus in minced 1 
day-old mouse brain had no effect on oxygen consumption, glucose utiliza- 
tion, or lactic acid production of the host tissue (1). It was also concluded 
that a high rate of glycolysis or respiration in the host tissue was not of 
primary importance in determining growth of the virus, since brain tissue 
preincubated for 10 days prior to the introduction of virus had low rates of 
glycolysis and respiration, but would still support virus growth. It seemed 
possible that synthetic reactions might be directly influenced by the virus. 
We have therefore undertaken a study of the rate of incorporation of P®^- 
labeled inorganic phosphate into various phosphate fractions of 1 day-old 
minced mouse brain and the effects of the propagation of Theiler’s GD 
VII virus on these processes. 

Methods and Materials 

Preparation of Cultures and Incubation Conditions — 40 to 60 mg. of 
weighed, minced brain tissue aseptically removed from day-old mice 
were placed in a 50 ml. Erlenmeyer flask containing 2.5 ml. of Simms’ 
solution (1) and 1 pe. of P^^ as inorganic phosphate. Theiler’s GD VII 
virus grown in minced mouse brain was added, so that 0.03 ml. of the 
supernatant fluid diluted 100-fold was lethal for half the mice injected 
intracerebrally. Increase in the virus inoculum by 10-foId or a reduction 
by 100-fold did not alter the results obtained. Control flasks received the 
same amoimt of material from non-infected brain minces. The reaction 
\ s>iAYte flasks was adjusted to pH 9 by the addition of dilute NaOH. The 
final volume of each flask was 3.0 ml. The flasks were closed with rubber 

* This work was aided by a grant from The National Foundation for Infantile 
Paralysis, Inc. A preliminary report was presented before the American Society of 
Biological Chemists, Detroit, April, 1949. 

t With the technical assistance of Alice Guizot and Dorothy Lagerborg. 

683 



584 


THEILER’s GD VII VIRUS AND UPTAKE 


stoppers and incubated without shnldng at 35° for varying periods of 
time. At the termination of the incubation period all flasks were tested 
for sterility. 

Determination of Virus Titer — After the incubation period 0.5 ml. of 
the supernatant fluid was aseptically removed from the flasks without 
agitation and its virus titer deteimined by injecting 0.03 ml. of serial 
10-fold dilutions intracereb rally into groups of six mice 5 to 7 weeks old. 
The end-point employed was the dilution at which at least half of the mice 
died in 3 to 15 days. 

Fractionation of Tissue — ^Two fractionation procedures differing only 
in the extent of fractionation of the total protein-bound phosphate frac- 
tions were used. 

The contents of two incubated flaslcs were combined and transferred 
quantitatively ^vith water to graduated centrifuge tubes. Trichloroacetic 
acid (TCA) was added to a final concentration of 5 per cent. The tubes 
stood, Avith occasional shaldng, for 30 minutes at room temperature and 
were then centrifuged. This yielded two main fractions, the total acid- 
soluble (TAS) and the acid-insoluble residue (R). The residue was 
washed three times with 15 ml. of 5 per cent TCA for 15 minutes each 
time and the washes discarded. After a sample of the TAS was removed 
to determine total phosphorus in that fraction, the fraction was sepa- 
rated into the inorganic orthophosphate (IP) and organic acid-soluble 
(OAS) fractions by the method of Delory (2). Preliminary studies had 
shown that, while the Delory procedure coprecipitates some ester-boimd 
phosphorus, a more complete precipitation of inorganic orthophosphate 
was obtained than wth the alkaline magnesia method. A minor correc- 
tion was applied to IP and OAS after digestion of the Delory precipitate. 

The lipide-bound phosphate (LP) was extracted from R by shaking 2 
hours with 5 ml. of 3 : 1 ethanol-ether and refluxing at 70° for 30 minutes 
with 5 ml. of 1:1 chloroform-methanol. The remaining residue, the 
“total protein-boimd” phosphate fraction (TPP), was washed twice with 
5 ml. of ether and dried in vacuo. 

In a second series of experiments the TPP fraction was further frac- 
tionated by combining certain portions of the methods of Schmidt and 
Thannhauser (3) and of Schneider (4). The TPP fraction was treated for 
14 hours at 35° with 1 n NaOH (phosphate-free). After a sample was 
removed for the determination of total protein-boimd phosphorus, the 
solution was acidified with 0.1 volume each of concentrated HCl and 
50 per cent TCA to precipitate desoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) and residual 
protein (RP). The acid supernatant contained ribonucleic acid (RNA) 
and inorganic phosphate (PIP), presumably liberated from phospho- 
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protein during treatment. The PIP fraction u-as extracted from the HP 
by t^\'o 15 minute treatments Vidth 5 per cent TCA at 90°. Repetition 
of the entire fractionation, beginning n-ith the initial treatment of the RP 
fraction with 1 K NaOH, yielded no additional amounts of RNA or DNA 
phosphorus. In experiments designed to test the validity of the RNA 
and DNA phosphorus fractionations, pentose and deso.xypentose deter- 
minations with the orcinol-HCl and diphenylamine reactions (5, 6) were 
carried out simultaneously with phosphorus determinations by the frac- 
tionation procedure on 1 gm. quantities of 1 day-old mouse brain. Table 
I shows the excellent agreement obtained with these methods. In the 
ensuing experiments, phosphorus determinations alone have been used as 
a quantitative estimate of the RNA and DNA present in each experiment. 
This procedure permits the independent determination of P^‘ and P^- 
in each fraction. 


Table I 

Comparison of Nucleic Acid Phosphorus Values Obtained by Phosphorus Estimations 
and As Calculated from Pentose and Desoxypeniosc Determinations 


The values are given in micrograms of P per 100 mg. of fresh tissue. 


RNA 

DNA 

By pBospBoros 

By pentose 

By phosphorus 

By desoxypentose 

16.5 

16.0 

13.0 

13.7 

18.4 

17.5 

14.2 

13.8 

17.1 

16.9 

13.6 

13.3 


and P’* Analyses — ^The chemical analysis for P’^ was carried out by 
a modification of the method of Fiske and Subbarow (7) in which as- 
corbate was used as a reducing agent and a heating period was employed 
for color development and stabilization. 

Radioactive samples were prepared in 0.25 ounce tin ointment dishes. 
The samples were dried under an infra-red lamp and counted with a 
mica window tube on the same day, thereby negating decay or covmter- 
corrections. Counts were always many times the backgroimd and a min- 
imum of 3000 counts was always taken. 

Expression of Results — results are expressed as micrograms of phos- 
phorus per 100 mg. of fresh tissue weight. Protein nitrogen determina- 
tions by the method of Sobel, Mayer, and Gottfried (8) yielded a good 
correlation with fresh tissue wei^t as an index of the amount of active 
tissue present. 

P’^ results are expressed in terms of relative specific activity (RSA), 
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f.e. the specific activity (counts per minute per microgram of of each 
fraction as per cent of the specific activity of the IP fraction.^ 

EXPERIMENTAli 

Effects of Incubation Time and Virus Propagation on Uptake — 

Table II shows the data for the average and the range of uptake of P^^ 
into the LP, TPP, and OAS fractions as a function of incubation time 
and as influenced by virus propagation. In both infected and non- 
infected brain, the relative specific activities of these fractions increased 
initially with incubation, reached a maximum in 24 to 48 hours, and then 
decreased with further incubation. 

Virus propagation markedly stimulated the uptake of P®^ into the LP 
and TPP fractions in the first 6 to 24 hours of incubation, whereas there 
was no significant effect on the uptake into the OAS fraction (Table II). 
These differences are well outside any experimental errors. It is con- 
cluded that during the period of virus propagation the turnover of phos- 
pholipides and protein-bound phosphorus is greater than for uninfected 
controls. It is of interest that this first 24 hour inteiwal is the period of 
maximal virus production, as can be seen from Table III, which presents 
data showing the relation of virus titer to incubation time. Although 
the effect of the virus on P^^ uptake is apparent in the 6 and 12 hour inter- 
vals, no liberation of virus into the supernatant fluid is apparent in this 
interval (Table III). The explanation for this phenomenon is as yet not 
apparent. 

At 36 and 48 hours the difference between infected and non-infected 
tissues became less significant. After 72 and 120 hours of incubation the 
relation was reversed with the LP and TPP fractions having relative 
specific activities higher in the non-infected than in the infected tissues. 
This reversal appears to be due to a more rapid fall in relative specific 
activity in the infected tissues. No difference in the relative specific 
activities of the OAS fraction between the infected and non-infected 
tissues was seen at any incubation time. 

Table IV shows the variations in phosphorus content for the experi- 
ments reported in Table II. No significant differences were formd in 
these three fractions between infected and non-infected tissues. 

A certain amount of contamination of the phospholipide and total 
protein-bound phosphate fraction was observed when labeled inorganic 
phosphate was added to new-born mouse brain mince and the tissue 

1 In the experiments included in this work 95 to 98 per cent of the added radio- 
activity was recovered in the fractions and washings analyzed. 90 per cent of this 
was in the inorganic phosphate fraction in the medium, since this contained 3 times 
the amount of the combined OAS, LP, and TP fractions. 
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t Calculated after Pishor for small sample statistics. 
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Table III 


Uclalion of Virus Titer to Incuhalion Time 


Incubation 

Virus titer* 

hrs. 


0 

10-2 

6 

10-= 

12 

10-= 

IS 

io-< 

24 

lo-'-io-' 

36 

lO-'-lO-' 

48 

lO-S-10-' 

72 

lO-'-lO-" 

120 

10-‘-10-“ 


* Highest dilution that killed at least half of a group of six to eight mice after in- 
tracerebral injection of each with 0.03 ml. 


Table IV 

Total Phosphate Content of Phospholipide, Total Protein-Bound, and Organic Acid- 
Soluble Fractions at Various Incubation Times 


The values are given as micrograms of P per 100 mg. of tissue. 


In- 

cuba* 

No. 
of ex- 
peri- 
ments 

LP 

TPP 

OAS 

tion 

No virus 

Virus 

No virus 

Virus 

No virus 

Virus 

hrs. 








0 

3 





88.0±1.2 


6 

6 

43.0 ± 2.6 

52.0 ± 7.2 


46.0±3.4 

44.0±1.7 

42.0 ±1.0 








P = 0.341 

12 

19 

46.0 ± 1.8 

44.0 db 2.1 


40.0 ± 1.3 

34.7± 1.2 

31,0±1.7 








P = 0.218 

24 

16 

50.0 ± 1.1 

48.0 ± 1.5 


43.0±1.6 

31.0±1.0 

25.0±1.1 








P = 0.055 

36 

7 




46.0 ±2.4 

22.0 ± 0.7 

17.0±0.5 








P = 0.097 

48 

11 

54.0 ± 2.2 


43.6 ±2.1 

44.1 ±2.3 

18.0±0.9 

15.0±1.0 








P = 0.244 

72 

7 

46.0 ± 1.6 



39.6± 1.2 

11.1 ±0.9 

10.0±1.2 








P = 0.560 

120 

7 

36.0 ± 3.3 

31.0 ± 4.7 



7.2± 1.2 

6.3±0.9 








P = 0.439 


* Standard error of the mean calculated from s.e.m. = ■\/(dY(ra — l))/n' 
t Calculated after Fisher for statistics on small samples. 


treated immediately with. TCA. The relative specific activities of the 
acid-insoluble residue phosphate (R) were 0,20 ± 0.02 in eight experi- 
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ments. The amount of P” adsorption appeared to be consistent and in- 
sufficient to impair the validity of the conclusions dra\\'n. The adsorp- 
tion of organic acid-soluble phosphate has also been considered. The 
O.VS filtrate vas taken from tissue incubated for 24 hours in P’-. This 
filtrate was neutralized, added to both fresh virus-infected brain tissue 
minces and \*irus-infected minces incubated 24 hours, and fractionated 
immediately. The relative specific activit}* of the acid-insoluble residue 
was insignificant, being less than 0.01 for both types of experiments. 
This experiment would indicate that absorption of organic acid-soluble 
phosphate is not a factor wliich would interfere vlth the conclusions 
reached. 

Parlicipadon of Various Prolcin-Boiind Fractions in Increased Activity 
Due to Virus Propagation — ^Table V shows the relative specific acthities 
and the distribution of phosphorus in the various protein-bound phos- 
phate fractions of brain tissue after 12 and 24 hours of incubation. The 
relative specific acti%ities of the RNA at both 12 and 24 hours and of the 
PIP at 12 hours were significantlj’' higher in the virus-infected tissue than 
in the non-infected tissue. No significant differences were found in the 
DNA or E,P fractions. In the infected preparation the amoimt of RNA 
phosphorus at both 12 and 24 hours is significantly above and the amount 
of DNA phosphorus at 24 hours significantly below the uninfected con- 
trols. 

It is seen from Table V that the specific activity of the RNA fraction 
accounts for the major portion of the increased P’- uptake by the ^'irus- 
infected tissue, since this fraction is present in highest amount and has a 
high specific activity. In 12 hours over half the effect of virus is on the 
RNA uptake of P’-; at 24 hours 83 per cent of the effect is on the turn- 
over of the RNA fraction. 

The highest relative specific activity of any protein-bound phosphate 
fraction was found in the PIP fraction. In separate experiments in which 
P^^Oi was added to 1 day-old mouse brain and fractionated immediately 
by the above procedure, it was found that radioactive phosphate was 
found only in the PIP fraction and not in DNA, RNA, or RP. Thus it 
is concluded that inorganic phosphate is carried by absorption into this 
fraction and is freed by the NaOH and TCA treatments. The PIP 
fraction cannot be solely due to adsorbed inorganic phosphate, since its 
relative specific activity would then be 100. 

Effect of Preincubation on P^^ Uptake and on Its Stimulation by Ffrwa 
— ^It has previously been observed (1, 9) that 1 day-old mouse brain 
incubated at 35° for periods up to 10 days was capable of supporting 
growth of Theiler’s virus. It was of interest to determine whether in such 
preincubated tissue the virus would exert its stimulating action on phos- 
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pholipide and total protein-bound phosphate metabolism. Table VI 
gives the data from 24 hour experiments in which P®“-labeled phosphate 


TAnan V 

Effects of Vims Propagation on Uptake of P^- and Distribution of Phosphorus in the 

Various Protein-Bound Fractions 



Relative speciCe activity 

P per 100 rag, tissue, a 

12 brs. 

24 hrs. 

12 hrs. 

24 hrs. 

TPP 

No virus 

1.20 db 0.01* 

2.32 bh 0.16 

36.3 dz 0.6 

40.2 d: 0.9 



(1.1 - 1.4)t 

(2.1 - 2.7) 

(35 - 39) 

(39 " 42) 



P = <0.0011 

P = <0.001 

P = 0.04 

P = 0.12 


Virus 

2.15 ± 0.01 

3.55 ± 0.17 

38.6 dz O.S 

42.8 dz 0.3 



(2.0 - 2.3) 

(3.4 - 3.9) 

(38 - 43) 

(39 " 43) 

RNA 

No virus 

1.16 ± 0.04 

2.38 ± 0.04 

15.3 zb 0.5 

15.5 zfc 0.5 



(1.1 - 1.3) 

1 (2.3 - 2.6) 

(14 - 17) 

(13 - 17) 



P = <0.001 

P = <0.001 

P = 0.001 

P = 0.001 


Virus 

2.09 ± 0.06 

3.99 d: 0.07 

18.8 dz 0.6 

21.4 dz 1.2 



(1.9 - 2.3) 

(3.9 - 4.1) 

(17 - 21) 

(18 - 26) 

DNA 

No virus 

0.54 ± 0.01 

1.16 db 0.04 

8.3 dz 0.3 

13.0 dz 0.3 



(0.5 - 0.6) 

(1.0 - 1.2) 

(7.0 - 9.1) 

(12.0 - 14.0) 



P = 0.165 

P = >0.562 

P = 0.044 

P = 0.001 


Virus 

0.61 ± 0.04 

1.18 dz 0.04 

9.7 dz 0.5 

9.6 dz 0.5 



(0.5 - 0.8) 

(1.0 - 1.3) 

(8.9 - 11.1) 

(7.9 - 11.0) 

RP 

No virus 

0.83 ± 0.04 

0.84 db 0.03 

4.4 dz 0.3 

5.5 dz 0.5 



(0.7 - 1.0) 

(0.8 - 1.0) 

(3.1 - 5.1) 

(4.9 - 7.1) 



P = 0.562 

P = >0.562 

P = >0.562 

P = >0.562 


Virus 

0.84 ± 0.03 

0.89 dz 0.02 

4.8 dz 0.3 

4.5 dz 0.5 



(0.8 - 1.0) 

(0.8 - 1.0) 

(4.0 - 6.0) 

(3.0 ' 5.9) 

PIP 

No virus 

1.67 d= 0.19 

4.57 dz 0.25 

7.6 dz 0.5 

6.8 dz 0.6 



(1.1 - 2.3) 

(3.7 - 6.2) 

(7.1 - 9.0) 

(5.0 - 8.1) 



P = 0.001 

P = >0.562 

P = >0.562 

P = >0.562 


Virus 

3.62 db 0.39 

4.94 dz 0.4 

8.0 dz 0.1 

7.1 dz 0.6 



(2.8 - 5.1) 

(4.0 - 6.7) 

(7.3 - 9.0) 

(5.8 ' 9.6) 


The results are averages of six experiments of each group. 

* Standard error of the mean from s.e.m. = V’(dV(w - Vi)/n. 
t Range of values for each group. 

X Calculated after Fisher for statistics on small samples. 

and virus were added to 1 day-old brain minces preincubated for 0, 5, 
10 or 15 days at 35°. The 24 hour uptake of into the LP and TPP 








RAFELSOX, ■tt'INZLER, AKD PEARSON 


591 


fractions progressivelj* declined as the preincubation period was prolonged. 
The -^irus stimulated the P” turnover of both fractions at 0, 5 , and 10 
but not at 15 days of preincubation. Tliis virus effect appears to corre- 
spond roughly to the abilitj* of the \nrus to grow in these preparations. 


Table VI 

P’- Uptake in Day-Old ^[ousc Drain Cultures Prcincubatcd Varying Period of Time 
Prior to Introduction of Virus and P” 


Pfciacatatioa* 

RtUtive specific activities 

_ _ 1 

TPP 

Virus tStert 

Ko virus 

\^ru3 

1 Ko virus 

Vinis 

dsxj 







0 

Average 

2.91 

4.15 

2.38 

1 

3.54 

10“‘ 

5 


2.09 

3.40 

1 

1 1.02 

1.65 

i(r‘ 



2.20 

3.28 

1.00 

1.53 



1 

2.00 

3.19 

o.ss 

1.70 



Average 

2.10 

3.29 

0.97 

1.64 


10 


1.82 

2.35 

0.83 

1.43 

io-< 


1 

1.67 

2.71 

0.74 

1.34 



1 

1.73 

2.46 

0.70 

1.29 


1 

Average 

iB 

2.51 

0.76 

1.35 


15 


1.68 

1.56 

0.83 

0.63 

10r« 



1.43 

1.39 

0.74 

0.76 




1.38 

1.42 

0.59 

0.68 



Average 

1.49 

1.46 

1 

0.72 

0.69 



* P** and virus are added at the end of this period and preparations are incu- 
bated for 24 hours longer. 

t Highest dilution that killed at least half of a group of six to eight mice after in- 
tracerebral injection of each -with 0.03 ml. 

DISCUSSION 

It has been shown that during the period of maximal virus propaga- 
tion the increased uptake of P^- into the TPP fraction is due almost en- 
tirely to the increased turnover of RNA phosphorus, and that the slower 
turnover of DNA phosphorus is not affected by virus propagation. Pur- 
thermore, the amoimt of RNA was increased and that of DNA decreased 
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in the infected minced tissue, as compared to non-infected controls. These 
observations may be of significance in regard to the type of nucleic acid 
in Theiler’s virus. In somewhat parallel experiments Cohen (10) has 
studied the phosphate metabolism of Escherichia coli infected with Tj 
bacteriophage. 99 per cent of the total phage phosphorus could be ac- 
counted for by its DNA content. The metabolism of RNA, which is 
synthesized in 3 times the quantity of DNA by normal E. coli, was found 
to be essentially inert in the phage-infected E. coli, indicating that the 
phage had redirected the nucleoprotein metabolism of the infected cells. 
Hyden (11), using microspectrographical and cytochemical methods, 
has shown that viruses in general cause the production of nucleotides in 
the host tissue of the specific type contained in the infecting virus. The 
present finding of both an increased turnover and an increased net amount 
of RNA may indicate that Theiler’s GD VII virus is an RNA type virus. 

It would be premature to hazard the suggestion that the increased 
turnover and amount of RNA in the virus-infected tissue represent the 
contribution of the virus itself. It has not been possible to isolate a 
pure virus preparation from these minces or to determine its composi- 
tion and its content. 

At the present time no infoimation is available as to the significance 
of the increased turnover of the phospholipide fraction brought about 
by the virus. Studies on the nature of this fraction are contemplated. 

A puzzling aspect of the present experiments is the fall in relative 
specific activities of the LP and TPP fractions with prolonged incubation 
times. A possible explanation for this effect might involve the selective 
breakdown of newly formed phospholipide and nucleoprotein during longer 
incubation periods. 


SUMMABY 

The uptake of P^Mabeled inorganic oi-thophosphate and the distribu- 
tion of phosphorus in the various trichloroacetic acid-insoluble phosphate 
fractions of minced 1 day-old mouse brain and the effect of Theiler’s 
GD VII virus propagation have been studied. During the period of 
maximal rate of virus propagation the uptake of P^^ markedly stimu- 
lated in the phospholipide and “total protein-bound” phosphate frac- 
tions. Increased turnover in the “total protein-bound” fraction asso- 
ciated with virus propagation is due primarily to the increased turnover 
of ribonucleic acid phosphorus. Desoxyribonucleic acid phosphorus 
turnover was not affected. The virus-infected tissue as compared to the 
non-infected tissue had an increased ribonucleic acid-phosphorus content 
and a decreased desoxyribonucleic acid-phosphorus content. 
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THE EFFECTS OF THEILER’S GD Yll \TRUS ON THE INCOR- 
PORATION OF R^VDIOACTmU CARBON FROM GLUCOSE 
INTO jMINCED one DAY-OLD ^lOUSE BRAIN* 


By I.UX E. RAFELSON, Jn., RICHARD J. WINZLER, and 
HAROLD E. PEARSONt 

{From the Departments of Biochemistry and Bacteriology, University of Southern 
California School of Medicine, and the Laboratory Division, Los Angeles 
County Hospital, Los Angeles) 

(Received for publication, May 31, 1949) 

Previous studies in this laboratory have shown that the propagation of 
Theiler’s GD VII strain of mouse encephalomyelitis \nrus in minced, 1 
day-old mouse brain had no effect on the rates of oxidative or glycolytic 
metabolism of these minces (1). In spite of the failure to influence res- 
piration and glycol 3 ’-sis, it was found that the virus markedly stimulated 
the incorporation of P’^Oi into the phospholipides and ribose nucleic acids 
of the host tissue (2). This obser\'ation has led us to investigate the 
effect of virus propagation on other S3mthetic processes of the infected 
brain tissue. This paper describes the effects of Theiler’s GD VII strain 
of mouse encephalomyelitis virus on the incorporation of radioactive car- 
bon from labeled glucose into the tissue components of minced, 1 day- 
old mouse brain. 


Methods and Materials 

Preparation and Incubation of Tissues — Control and virus-infected 
minced, 1 day-old mouse brain was prepared as previously described 
(1, 2) in sterile 50 ml. Erlenmeyer flasks containing Simms’ solution (1) 
and 3 mg. of C^^-containing glucose prepared photosyntheticaUy with 
sweet potato leaves by a modification of the method of Putman et al. 
(3).i The pH of the minced tissues was adjusted to 9 with dilute NaOH 
and the volume made up to 3 ml. The flasks were closed with rubber 
stoppers and incubated at 35° for 24 hours. After removal of the free 
CO 2 by aeration into dilute NaOH, all flasks were tested for sterility and 

* This work was aided by a grant from The National Foundation for InfantDe 
Paralysis, Inc. A preliminary report was presented before the Society for Experi- 
mental Biology and Medicine, section of the Pacific Division, American Association 
for the Advancement of Science, Vancouver, June, 1949. 

t With the technical assistance of Dorothy Lagerborg. 

' The glucose used in this work had calculated specific activities of 0.25 to 0.4 nc. 
per mg. With the tube and geometry of our system, such material gave 5.5 to 8.8 
X 10* counts per minute per mg. corrected to a sample thickness of 0.5 mg. per sq. cm. 
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virus titer was determined on the supernatant as previously reported (1,2). 
The virus titer at zero time was 10“^ and at 24 hours was 10~®, corre- 
sponding to a 1000-fold increase during the 24 hour incubation period. 

Fractionation of Tissue — Trichloroacetic acid (TCA) was added to the 
incubated flasks to a final concentration of 5 per cent and the evolved 
CO 2 was aerated into the previous NaOH solution for 30 minutes. The 
trichloroacetic acid-soluble fraction (AS) was separated from the acid-in- 
soluble residue (R) by centrifugation. The residue was washed three 
times for 15 minutes each with 10 ml. of 5 per cent TCA and the washes 
discarded. The lipide fraction (L) was extracted from the residue (R) by 
shaking for 2 hours with 5 ml. of 3:1 ethanol-ether mixture and refluxing 
twice for 20 minutes at 70° with 5 ml. portions of 1:1 chloroform-methanol. 
The remaining “protein fraction” (P) was washed twice with 5 ml. portions 
of ether and dried in vacuo. The P fraction was then solubilized by treat- 
ment with 1 N NaOH for 14 hours at 35°. 

(7^^ Analysis — Duplicate ahquots of each fraction were dried directly on 
aluminum disks over an area of 15.9 sq. cm. and counted with a thin mica 
window tube. All samples were less than 1 mg. per sq. cm. in thickness 
and were corrected to 0.5 mg. per sq. cm. All samples contained counts at 
least 3 times that of the background and a minimum of 2000 counts was 
taken. 

Expression of Results — ^The results are expressed as the recovery in each 
fraction (CO 2 , AS, L, and P) in per cent of the radioactivity initially added 
as glucose. 


EXPERIMENTAIi 

Incorporation of Radioactive Carton from Labeled Glucose — Table I gives 
data from eighteen different experiments for the incorporation of radio- 
carbon from glucose into the CO 2 , acid-soluble, lipide, and “protein” frac- 
tions of minced, 1 day-old mouse brain incubated for 24 hours with 3 mg. 
of labeled glucose. Some 91 per cent of the original C“ remained in the 
trichloroacetic acid-soluble fraction at the end of the incubation period, 
and, from the previous study (1), would be expected to be present largely 
as lactic acid and unchanged glucose. No differences were found between 
the virus-infected and control flasks in this fraction. 

Approximately 1.75 per cent of the initial radioactivity was found in 
the carbon dioxide formed during the experimental period with no signifi- 
cant difference between the control and the infected tissue. This would 
correspond to the complete oxidation of 0.053 mg. of the added glucose 
and is much less than that calculated from oxygen consumption (1). 

A significant increase in the extent of incorporation of the carbon of the 
glucose substrate was apparent in the “protein” fraction of the brain tissue 
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infected with the %drus as compared mth the non-infected controls. The 
C“ accumulation rose from an average value of 0.7 per cent up to 1.6 per 
cent vith overlapping in only one instance. The nature of the radioactive 
components of this “protein” fraction in \drus-infected and uninfected 
tissues v-ill be the subject of a future study. 

Table I 

Effects of Propagation of Theiler's GD VII Virus on Incorporation of Radioactive 
Carbon from Labeled Glucose into Various Fraetions of Minced 1 Dap-Old Mouse 
Brain after S4 Hours of Incubation 


Per cent of added C“-eIucosc activity recovered 


CO : 


Add-soluble 

Protciu 

Lipide 

recovery 

No virus 

Virus 

No 

virus 

Virus 

No 

virus 

Vims 

No 

virus 

Vims 

No 

virus 

Viros 

2.36 

2.10 

94.02 



1.50 

1.10 

EH 

98,18 

95.18 

2.50 

2.00 

95.98 

92.11 

0.62 

1.20 

1.02 



95.93 

2.60 

2.01 

94.20 

98.59 


1.41 

1.08 

0.72 

98.56 

102.73 

1.30 

2.09 

86.22 



1.98 

1.30 

0.78 

89.82 

97.85 

1.40 

1.40 


95.55 

1.11 

2.11 

1.40 

0.90 

97.69 

99.96 

1.30 

1.51 

in 

91.95 

1.19 

2.07 

1.36 

0.90 

95.85 

96.43 

1.20 

1.29 

89.65 


0.48 

1.93 

1.04 

0.41 

92.37 

97.63 

1.60 

1.40 

87.95 

88.63 

0.62 

2.00 

1.10 

0.49 

91.17 

92.62 

1,40 

1.23 


91.37 

0,50 

1.23 

1.05 

0.50 


94.33 

2.40 

1.17 

88.30 

90.40 

0.59 

1.27 

1.45 

0.70 

92.74 

93.54 

2.70 

2.36 

95.40 

86.90 

0.70 

1.20 

1.40 

0.59 


91.05 

2.68 

1.94 


94.20 

0.61 

1.10 

1.50 

0.41 


97.65 

1.76 

2.63 

89.45 

88.30 

0.80 

1.47 

1.35 

0.40 


92.80 

1.70 

2.37 


90.60 

0.59 

1.53 

1.35 

0.60 


95.10 

1.90 

1.69 

Kanai 

88.92 

0.81 

1.60 

1.41 

0.43 


92.64 

1.50 

1.81 

87.62 

93.18 

0.78 

1.45 

1.39 

0.33 

91.29 

96.77 

1.70 

1.50 

95.68 

87.30 

0.52 

1.45 

1.62 

0.44 

99.52 

90.69 

1.70 

1.80 


88.11 

0.60 

1.70 

1.18 

0.80 

92.48 

92.41 

Average. .1.87 
±0.10* 


91.15 

±0.20 

91.23 

±0.20 

0.71 

±0.10 

1.57 

±0.10 

1.28 

±0.10 

0.59 

±0,10 

95.57 

95.29 

P = 0.553 t 

P = 

0.553 






Per cent total 


* Standard error of mean calculated from s.e.m. = — l.))/n- 

t Calculated after Fisher for small sample statistics. 


In contrast to the stimulating effect of virus propagation on the incor- 
poration of into the “protein” fraction, it is seen that the incorporation 
into the lipide fraction was significantly decreased. The decrease from 
1.3 per cent to 0.6 per cent was without overlapping values. The signifi- 
cance of this observation is not now apparent. The eflPect does not cor- 
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respond with the increased phosphorus turnover of phospholipides noted 
in the pre^dous studies with ( 2 ). 

Incorporation of C^'^-Ldbeled Bicarbonate — ^The fixation of carbon dioxide 
into metabolizing animal tissues has frequently been demonstrated, and 
it was of interest to investigate the effect of Theiler’s GD VII virus on 
such carbon dioxide fixation. 

Table II shows the data for the incorporation of NaHC^^Os into the 
various fractions of minced, 1 day-old mouse brain after 24 hours of in- 
cubation in 3 ml. of Simms’ solution containing 3.03 mg. of C^^-labeled 
NaHCOs with an activity of 0,75 mc. per mg. In both the lipide and pro- 


Table II 

Effects of Propagation of Theiler’s GD VII Virus on Incorporation of NaHC^*0i into 
Various Fractions of Minced One Day-Old Mouse Brain after 
S4 Hozirs of Incitbation 


Per cent of initial NaHC“Oj activity recovered 


[COi 

Acid-soluble 

Protein 

Lipide 

recovery 

No virus 

Virus 

No 

virus 

Virus 

No 

vims 

Virus 

No 

vims 

Virus 

No 

vims 

Virus 

93.50 


m 


0.14 

m 


m 

94.46 

95.11 

93.11 

91.59 



0.19 



HI 

93.99 

92.86 

94.64 


0.53 

0.49 

0.21 

m 

0.41 

0.22 

95.79 

99.51 

94.00 

97.53 

0.47 

0.51 

0.15 

0.16 

0.34 

0.33 

94.96 

98.53 

94.30 

92.37 

0.56 

0.39 

0.12 

0.15 

0.33 

0.35 

95.31 

93.26 

Average.. .93.91 

94.82 

0.49 

0.55 

0.16 

IQ 

0.34 

0.30 

94.90 

95.85 

±0.85* 


±0.05 

±0.05 

±0.02 


±0.03 

±0.03 



P = 0.204t 

P = 

0.394 

P = 0.447 

P = 0.447 



Per cent total 


* Standard error of mean calculated from s.b.m. = VCSdVfn — l))/n. 
t Calculated after Fisher for sample statistics. 


tein fractions the per cent of incorporation of radioactivity derived from 
bicarbonate was considerably less than that derived from glucose under the 
same conditions. No significant differences were found between the virus- 
infected and non-infected tissues in the amount of incorporation found in 
the various fractions. The extent of incorporation of from labeled bi- 
carbonate, though much less than that obtained vdth glucose, represents 
significant carbon dioxide fixation, since the experiments described below 
showed no adsorption of carbon dioxide on the various fractions. 

Adsorption — The possibility that adsorption of radioactive acid-soluble 
compounds to the acid-insoluble fractions might effect the results shown 
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in Tables I and II was investigated. 1 day-old mouse brain was incubated 
for 24 hours with normal glucose j radioactive glucose was added at the 
termination of the incubation period and was followed by immediate frac- 
tionation. Over 99.5 per cent of the radioactivity was recovered in the 
acid-soluble fraction and less than 0.05 per cent of the initially added 
radioacti\’ity was adsorbed by the acid-insoluble residue (R). These ex- 
periments would indicate that adsorption of labeled glucose was not a 
factor which would interfere with the conclusions reached. 

The possibility that other radioactive acid-soluble components might 
have a greater adsorptive affinity than glucose for the acid-insoluble frac- 
tion (R) was investigated by neutralizing the acid-soluble fraction from 
flasks incubated 24 hours with radioactive glucose, adding it to minced tis- 
sues previously incubated for 24 hours in the presence of normal glucose, 
and fractionating immediately after mixing. Again less than 0.05 per 
cent of the activity was found in the acid-insoluble residue. Radio- 
active NaHCO added to minced brain incubated for 24 hours in the pres- 
ence of normal glucose followed by immediate fractionation showed vir- 
tually all of the radioactivity in the carbon dioxide fraction with less than 
0.05 per cent in the trichloroacetic acid-insoluble fraction. These exper- 
iments indicate that the incorporation of radioactive carbon from labeled 
glucose or bicarbonate into the lipide and “protein” fractions involves 
little or no correction due to adsorption of acid-soluble components. 

DISCUSSION 

These data have demonstrated that Theiler’s GD 'iTI virus increases 
the extent of the incorporation of glucose fragments into the "protein” 
fraction and decreases the incorporation into the lipide fraction of minced 
1 day-old mouse brain. This effect occurs during the period of maximal 
virus propagation (2) and may possibly be interpreted as a redirection of 
carbon metabolism in the virus-infected tissue. 

It has previously been reported (2) that during the period of maximal 
virus propagation, the uptake of P’* into the phospholipide and ribose 
nucleic acid phosphate fractions was stimulated. The present data 
show that the virus stimulates the incorporation of glucose fragments into 
the “protein” fraction but inhibits their incorporation into the lipide frac- 
tion of the host tissue. The discrepancy between the C“ and data 
concerning the effect of virus propagation on lipide metabolism of minced 
mouse brain tissues may be more apparent than real, since the different 
components of the phospholipide molecule may turn over at different 
rates. Likewise, the uptake of P^- is an indication of the metabolic activity 
of the phospholipides only, whereas the incorporation of glucose fragments 
may be a measure of the metabolic activity of other tissue lipides as well. 
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The relatively small amount of carbon dioxide fixation into “protein” 
and lipide fractions observed in these experiments and the failure of virus 
propagation to infiuence the extent of carbon dioxide fixation suggest that 
this process may not play a significant r61e in the metabolic processes con- 
cerned with virus propagation, or that a low level of fixation fulfils the 
requirements. 

It will be noted in Table I that about 96 per cent of the initial radioac- 
tivity was recoverable in the various fractions. Another 1 to 3 per cent 
in the various washes which were discarded. This still left 2 to 4 per cent 
of the initial radioactivity not accounted for. Although a perfect balance 
is highly desirable for isotopic studies, it is felt that this loss is close to the 
experimental error of our methods and should not impair the conclu- 
sions reached. 


SUMMARY 

The effects of the propagation of Theiler’s GD VII strain of mouse en- 
cephalomyelitis virus on the incorporation of radioactive carbon from 
labeled glucose into the tissue components of minced, 1 day-old mouse 
brain incubated for 24 hours at 35° have been studied. During the period 
of maximal virus propagation there is an increased incorporation of glucose 
fragments into the “protein” fraction and a decreased incorporation into 
the lipide fraction of virus-infected tissue, as compared vath non-infected 
minces. Virus propagation had no influence on the relatively slower fixa- 
tion of radioactive carbon dioxide into lipide and “protein” fractions. 
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OXIDATION-REDUCTION POTENTIALS OF THIOL-DISULFIDE 

SYSTEMS* 

Bt LEON D. FREEDAIANt and .VLSOPH H. CORWIN 

(From (he Chemical Laboratory of The Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore) 

(Received for publication, June 7, 1949) 

The importance of sulfhydrj'I compounds in biological systems has led 
to considerable interest in the following equilibrium. 

RSSR + 2H+ + 2c- 2RSH 

Dixon and Quastel (1) were the first to attempt to measme the oxida- 
tion-reduction potential of this reaction. Their data fit an equation of 
this form, 

r.i+i 

X = ro -f — In [H+] — fn c 

r r 

where rr is the observed e.m.f., to is an undefined “normal reduction 
potential,” and c is the concentration of thiol. 

Kendall and Nord (2) reported that a trace of hydrogen peroxide, 
sodium disulfide, or molecular oxygen enables cysteine to reduce indigo- 
carmine and makes it possible for cystine to oxidize reduced indigo. From 
evidence of this type, they concluded that the thiol-disulfide system is 
reversible. Dixon and Tunnicliffe (3) objected to this deduction; they 
stated that even in the absence of any catalyst cysteine reduces indigo- 
carmine. Kendall and Loewen (4) could not confirm this observation. 
They found that in the presence of a constant concentration of the “ac- 
tivating agent” the velocity of oxidation and reduction is influenced by 
the ratio of thiol to disulfide; they reported, also, that in the presence of 
indigo and “catalyst” the disulfide concentration affects the potential of 
a solution of cysteine. Whatever the merits of this controversy, it was 
not 8ho\v'n that mixtures of thiol and disulfide establish potentials which 
are in accord with the appropriate thermodynamic equations. 

Dixon (5) proposed that the potential of a thiol solution is determined 
by an equilibrium in which the rate of transference of hydrogen atoms to 
the electrode is balanced by the diffusion of hydrogen gas from the elec- 
trode. Harrison and Quastel (6) showed that the potential of a metal- 
free cysteine solution is not affected by the addition of small amounts of 

* This paper is from the doctoral dissertation of Leon D. Freedman, The Johns 
Hopkins University, 1049. 

t Predoctorate Fellow of the National Institutes of Health, 1949. 
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ferric or cupric ions. They believed that this result disproved the mech- 
anism that Dixon had advanced. 

Michaelis and Flexner (7) confirmed the electrode equation deduced by 
Dixon and Quastel, and showed that all the proposed explanations were 
inadequate. Barron, Flexner, and Michaelis (8) suggested that the 
cysteine potential at the mercury electrode is due to the following reaction. 

(RSlsHg + 2H+ + 2c- 2RSH + Hg 

Under fixed experimental conditions, they said, the concentration of 
mercuric cysteinate remains constant and is unaffected by the ratio of 
thiol to disulfide or the pH. They presented little quantitative evidence 
for this theory, but they did show that metallic mercury is attacked by 
cysteine to form slightly soluble complexes. 

Williams and Drissen (9) and Fischer (10) attempted to solve the prob- 
lem by potentiometric titration of the reduced form. They obtained 
different Eq values with different oxidizing agents. In the case of titra- 
tions with iodine, they found that the potential changed approximately 
30 mv. per pH unit instead of the theoretical 59. Nevertheless, they 
calculated a “normal potential” by arbitrarily using the equation 

Eo = Eob>. - 0.059 log + 0.030 pH 

Ghosh and his coworkers (11-13) reported that it is possible to obtain 
a reversible thiol-disulfide system by the partial reduction of buffered 
solutions of disulfide at a mercury cathode. Their procedure, they stated, 
removes an oxide fiilm from the mercury and thus enables it to function 
as a truly inert electrode. They reported the same Eo values for cysteine, 
thioglycolic acid, and thiolactic acid; from this evidence, they concluded 
that the force between the sulfur and hydi’ogen atoms is independent of 
the rest of the molecule. This deduction cannot be coi’rect, for the pK 
values of thiols vary over a considerable range (14-19). 

Green (20) was able to repeat the experimental results of Ghosh and 
his coAvorkers. He believed, however, that a mercury-thiol complex 
(which he did not show was present) was formed in the electrol 3 ’’sis, and 
that this complex made the thiol-disulfide system electromotively active. 
He stated, too, that in the absence of oxygen and in the absence of any 
electric current such complexes were not present; therefore, he could not 
accept the theory of Barron, Flexner, and Michaelis (8). 

In a paper which is not mentioned by later investigators, Larsson (21) 
reported that the potentials of the thioglycolic acid-dithiodiglycolic acid 
system are made erratic by traces of iron or copper salts. In solutions 
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vrhich cont-ained 10“' mole per liter of these ions, Larsson found a rapid 
adjustment of the observed potentials to values which could be interpreted 
by the conventional equations. 

Fruton and Clarke (22) used dyes of known potential in an attempt to 
measure the Eo values of several compounds containing sulfhydrjd groups. 
Hellerman (23) has pointed out that the versatile reactivity of thiols 
makes the assmned reaction between dye and mercaptan questionable. 

Borsook and his coworkers (24) calculated the standard electrode poten- 
tials of several thiol-disulfide sj'stems from thermal measurements. Their 
method is certainly valid, but experimental difficulties prevent the at- 
tainment of high accuracy. 

Kolthoff and Bamum (25) studied the polarographic behavior of cysteine. 
Their results showed that c 3 ’Hteine is not oxidized to cj-stine at the dropping 
mercurj- electrode. Normal anodic waves were not obtained with the 
platinum micro wire electrode, nor were they obtained with the mercury 
electrode except at pH 1. Analysis of the normal wav'e indicated that 
it could be gov^emed by the reaction 

RSH -f- Hg HgSR -f- 0 * 

Since no compound has ever been isolated in which mercurous ion is present 
as Hg+, it seems imUkely that this mechanism is correct. Cartledge (26) 
has found that the equilibrium constant for the conversion of Hg+ to 
Hgs'^ is about 10”. 

Kolthoff and Bamum (27) have also described the reduction of C 3 'stine 
at the dropping mercury electrode. The waves obtained were very com- 
plex; however, there is little doubt that the potentials observed do not 
refer to the thiol-disulfide system. 

Ryklan and Schmidt (28) reported that iodide ion catalyzes the cystine- 
cysteine equilibrium. Using iodine or potassium permanganate as oxi- 
dizing agent, they detennined the normal potentials of eight thiols. 

If the results reported by R 3 ’-klan and Schmidt are valid, then the prob- 
lem is solved, for the method they describe is simple and rapid. However, 
there are several reasons to doubt that the potentials they observed were 
determined by the thiol-disulfide equilibriimi. First of all, it is well known 
that iodine can react with thiols to form compounds other than disulfides. 
For example, Lucas and King (29) have shown that the amount of iodine 
consumed in the titration of cysteine varies with the temperature, pH, 
initial concentration of thiol, iodide concentration, and the strength of 
the iodine solution used. 

Some of the experiments described by R 3 'klan and Schmidt are rather 
puzzling. For their potentiometric titrations they mixed 10 ml. of a 
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0.05 M buffer solution with an equal volume of 0.05 m thiol solution. Then 
they titrated with an oxidizing agent, usually iodine. Assuming that 
the stoichiometric equation is 

2RSH -1- Is -» RSSR + 2HI 

the solution must become more acid during the titration (if the original 
pH of the buffer-thiol mixture is greater than about 1.4). In the absence 
of a constant pH the results become difficult to interpret. 

The earlier work of Williams and Drissen (9) and Fischer (10) indicated 
that iodine titrations do not yield potentials wliich obey the thermodynamic 
formulations. It seems strange that Ryldan and Schmidt should obtain 
such different results. 

Ryklan and Schmidt report also that cystine affects the potentials of 
cysteine solutions even in the absence of iodide ion or other catalyst. This 
result differs from the observations reported by several earlier investigators 
(1,2,7). 

Recently Preisler and his coworkers have reported that the thiourea- 
formamidine disulfide system (30) and the dithiobiuret-3,5-diimino-l,2,4- 
dithiazoline system (31) are reversible. He has indicated (32) also that 
he has been unable to confirm the conclusions of Ryklan and Schmidt. 

Materials and Methods 

The titration vessel used was similar to the one described by Michaelis 
and Eagle (33). In the experiments involving electrolytic reduction, a 
cell like that emplo 3 '-ed by Ghosh, Raychaudhuri, and Ganguli (11) was 
used. Nitrogen gas was purified by passing it through a tube packed 
with copper wire which was heated to about 500°. The reference half- 
cell used in all the experiments was a saturated calomel electrode; the 
potential of this electrode was taken from Clark (34). The two half- 
cells were joined by an agar-KCl bridge. Liquid junction potentials 
were ignored. The thermostat used was an oil bath, the temperature of 
which could be controlled to ±0.02°. The electrode potentials were 
determined with a Leeds and Northrup student potentiometer, which 
could be read to ±0.1 mv. 

All solutions used were shown to contain less than 1 part in 10 million 
of either iron or copper. The color test described by Lyons (35) was 
used to estimate the concentration of iron, and the dithizone method was 
used to show the virtual absence of copper. 

All pH measurements were made with a glass electrode in conjimction 
■with a Beclonan model G pH meter. 

Thioglycolic acid was purified by vacuum distillation. It boiled at 
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101-103° at 11 mm. Dithiodiglycolic acid was prepared by the method of 
Harrison (36);m.p. 106-107°. 

Cj'steine h 3 'drocliIoride was obtained from the Pfanstiehl Chemical 
Companj'. Anal^'sis showed that it contained 1 mole of water per mole 
of cj'steine. 

The i/-C 3 'stine supplied bj' the Eastman Kodak Company was purified 
bj' solution in dilute alkali and precipitation with acetic acid. 

The thiourea was recrj^stallized from hot water. Formamidine disulfide 
was prepared by the method of Preisler and Berger (30). 

A sample of eth 3 ’'Iene thiourea which was kindl 3 ’- furnished us by the 
Rohm and Haas Company was purified by recr 3 'staUization from hot 
water. 

The method used to analyze solutions of cysteine and thioglycolic acid 
was based on the work of La\nne (37). 

The determination of traces of mercury was carried out by means of 
the dithizone method outlined by SandeU (38). 

The semimicrodetermination of mercury was performed by the method 
of Bartlett and McNabb (39). 

The mercury used for electrodes was purified by the method described 
by Wichers (40). 


RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Iodide Ion As Mediator — Using thioglycolic acid, we have attempted 
to repeat some of the work of Rykian and Schmidt (28). In order to 
keep the pH constant during oxidations r\-ith iodine, standardized sodium 
hydroxide solution was added (when necessary) as the titration proceeded. 
If this was not done, we found that large changes in pH occurred during 
the titration of solutions, the initial pH of which was greater than about 
1.4. For example, when a buffer-thiol mixture of pH 2.4 was titrated 
with iodine alone, the pH at the end-point was 1.9. Of course, we could 
have used higher buffer to thiol ratios instead of adding sodium h 3 ''droxide. 
However, we preferred to use solutions of the same ionic strength as those 
employed by Rykian and Schmidt. 

At a constant pH, the electrode equation assumed by Rykian and 
Schmidt can be reduced to 


Eou. = “constant” + 



. RT, 

100 - z 2F 


Vo+AV 

Vc 


where x is the percentage oxidation, Fo is the original volume of the solution 
being titrated, and AF is the increase in volume due to the addition of the 
iodine solution and the sodium hydroxide solution. 
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The curves in Fig. 1 were drawn from points calculated -with the aid 
of the above equation. The “constant” in the equation was the average 



PERCENTAGE OXIDATION 

Fig. 1. Potentials observed witb the platinum electrode 

of values obtained by substituting the potentials observed with a platinum 
electrode between 10 and 90 per cent oxidation. It is immediately ap- 
parent that the assumed electrode equation is not closely obeyed. 
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Other anomalous results were obtained. It was very difBcult to obtain 
precise readings with a platinum wire electrode. The galvanometer 
seemed verj' sluggish and insensitive; an “off balance” of 1 mv, produced 
a barely noticeable deflection. Tliis obseivation suggests the possibility 
that a platinum-thiol compound is formed on the surface of the electrode. 
Such a film would be expected to increase the resistance of the cell. 

It was strange, too, that the change in potential from 10 to 90 per cent 
oxidation was always less than theoretical. In no case was the difference 
between the obsen'ed and calculated change within the limits of e,xperi- 
mental error. 

Potentiometric measurements were made also with the boron carbide 
electrode. This electrode in conjunction with quinhydrone has been 
successfully used for the measurement of the ionization constants of a 
number of acid-substituted mercurials (41). 

The most significant fact about the thiol-disulfide potentials observed 
vith the boron carbide electrode is that they were always different from 
those determined vdth the platinum electrode. The fact, alone, casts 
doubt on the idea that iodide ion promotes reversibility of the thiol- 
disulfide system. In well poised iodine-iodide solutions, boron carbide 
yields the same potentials (to within 1 mv.) as does platinum. 

It is difficult to generalize further about the sulfhydiyl potentials re- 
corded by boron carbide for the reproducibility of such measurements 
was poor. In no case, however, did the observed potentials even approxi- 
mate those of the assumed electrode equation. 

In addition to the discrepancies already mentioned, we found that even 
in the presence of iodide ion dithiodiglycolic acid did not affect the potential 
nearly as much as theory predicts. For example, in one experiment we 
had a titration vessel containing 22.03 ml. of solution of the follov-ing 
composition: [RSH] = 0.0164; [RSSR] = 0.0029; [I“] — 0.25; pH = 1.4. 
The potential of a platinum wire electrode immersed in the solution was 
—0.084 volt (against the saturated calomel electrode); that of a boron 
carbide electrode was -f0.133 volt (against the saturated calomel electrode). 
To this solution was added 89.5 mg. of dithiodiglycolic acid. This in- 
creased the disulfide concentration to 0.0252 m. Therefore, the potential 
should have increased by an amount equal to 0.030 log (0.0252/0.0029) or 
0.027 volt. Actually we found that the e.u.f. of the platinum electrode 
had become —0.079 volt (an increase of only 0.005 volt) and that the 
potential of the boron carbide electrode had decreased to 4-0.126 volt. 

From the work described above, it appears that the potentials of platinum 
or boron carbide electrodes immersed in solutions of thioglycolic acid and 
dithiodiglycolic acid do not refer to the thiol-disulfide system. 

Cysteine Potential at Mercury Electrode — ^When we became convinced 
that the results of Ryklan and Schmidt (28) do not represent valid measure- 
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merits of tliiol-disulfide potentials, we decided to investigate the method 
of Ghosh and his coworkers (11-13), 

By using an Esterline-Angus recording milliammeter in some of the 
electrolysis experiments, we found that cystine at pH 9 can be reduced 
with virtually 100 per cent current efficiency (Table I). This fact enabled 
us to simplify the method used by Ghosh. measuring the current 
consumption, we could reduce a Icnown fraction of the cystine, cut off the 
applied voltage, and wait for equilibrium. It was no longer necessary to 
withdraw samples for analysis. When we used 0.1 m borate buffer as 
the solvent, we found that the change in pH from 0 to over 90 per cent 
reduction was less than 0.04. 

The procedure just described made it possible to keep the volume of 
the solution constant and obtain points from a few per cent reduction to 
almost 100 per cent reduction. In other words we were able to “titrate” 
the disulfide with electrons. Using this method we obtained the curve 
shown in Fig. 2. A considerable number of similar experiments left no 


Table I 

Comparison of Current Consumption and Disulfide Reduction 


Average current 

Duration of electrolysis 

Faradays used 

Thiol found 

mo. 1 

min. 


mole 

0.91 

405 

2.30 X 10-^ 

2.31 X 10-^ 


300 

1.68 X 10-< 

1.65 X 10-^ 

0.90 

45 

0.25 X 10-* , 

0.24 X 10-^ 


doubt that the electrode equation assumed by Ghosh is obeyed more 
closely than the semiempirical relationship proposed by Dixon and Quastel 
( 1 ). 

These results do not, however, tell us whether cystine affects the elec- 
trode potential. Tliis question was answered by performing the following 
experiments. In one experiment 25 ml. of 0.01 n {i.e. 0.005 m) cystine 
buffered vath borate at pH 9.0 were placed in the titration vessel and 
reduced 10 per cent; i.e. the resulting solution contained 0.001 n cysteine 
and 0.009 N cystine. The “equilibrium” potential observed was —0.586 
volt (against the saturated calomel electrode). 

In a second experiment an equal volume of 0.002 N cystine similarly 
buffered was placed in the electrode vessel, where 50 per cent of it was 
reduced; i.e. the resulting solution contained 0.001 n cysteine and 0.001 n 
cystine. Since this second solution contained only one-ninth as much 
cystine as the first solution and since both solutions contained an equal 
concentration of cysteine, we would expect the potential in the second 
experiment to be more negative by an amount equal to 0.030 log 9/1 or 
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0.029 volt. Actuall}'- the second solution gave a potential of —0.566 volt, 
a value more positive than the e.ji.f. observed in the first experiment. 

Apparently, then, the method of Ghosh does not jdeld potentials which 
are characteristic of thiol-disulfide systems. If this conclusion is correct, 
then what oxidation-reduction system is responsible for the values ob- 



tained? Barron, Flexner, and Michaelis (8) had proposed that the cysteine 
potential at the mercurj’' electrode is due to the following reaction. 

(RS)jHg + 2H+ + 2e- 2RSH + Hg 

Ghosh and his coworkers were aware of this suggestion. They believed, 
however, that after electrolytic reduction there is no mercury complex 
dissolved in the solution, since it fails to give a precipitate with hydrogen 
sulfide. Their conclusion was, therefore, that the cysteine-mercuric 
cysteinate system could not be involved in their measurements. 

We confirmed the observation of Ghosh (and of Green) that solutions 
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of disulfide after electrolj^sis at a mercuiy cathode do not give precipitates 
^vith hydrogen sulfide. This fact docs not prove, however, that such 
solutions are completely free of mercury; solutions of cysteine to which 
small amounts of mercuric chloride were added gave no immediately 
visible precipitates with hydrogen sulfide unless the concentration of 
mercury exceeded 2 X 10“® m. 

Using the dithizone method (38), we learned that thiol-disulfide solutions 
prepared by the method of Ghosh do contain divalent mercury. Further- 
more, we found that the concentration of mercury varies rouglily in ac- 
cordance with the electrode equation proposed by Barron, Flexner, and 
Michaelis (8) . Tliis is shown by some data in Table II. 

We cannot expect the values of Eq from these experiments to agree any 
more closely. For not only do we have the usual errors due to uncertainties 
in pH, in analytically determined concentrations, and in observed e.m.f., 
but in addition these potentials are very poorly "poised,” since in these 


Table II 

Mercury in Solution after Electrolytic Reduction of Cystine 


pH 

' Cysteine 

1 

Cystine 

Mercury 

E.M.F.* 



jtf 


Jlf 

volt 

mmm 

9.05 

0.00100 

0.00450 

2.3 X 10~« 



9.02 

0.00100 

0.00050 

19.6 X 10-0 

■B 

m 


* E.M.F. versus saturated calomel electrode; temperature, 30°. 
t These values were calculated on the assumption that the observed potentials 
are governed by the equilibrium, (RS) 2 Hg + 2H+ -f 2c~ Hg + 2RSH. 


experiments the cysteine-mercuric cysteinate system is almost entirely 
in the reduced state. Qualitatively, however, there is little question that 
cystine cannot be the potential-determining oxidant and that mercuric 
cysteinate may be. 

Another set of obseiwations led us to the same conclusion. In these 
experiments, 10 ml. of a buffered solution of 0.01 N cystine were placed in 
the electrode vessel, deaerated, and then electrolyzed at a potential not 
quite negative enough to reduce a detectable amount of disulfide. Then 
0.01 N cysteine solution was added. After the potential had become 
constant, additional 0.01 n cystine solution was introduced into the titra- 
tion vessel. The change in potential caused by the additional cystine 
solution could conceivably be governed by one of three electrode equations, 
(1) the thiol-disulfide relationsliip assumed by Ghosh, (2) the relationship 
proposed by Dixon and Quastel, or (3) the cysteine-mercuric cysteinate 
relationship. If any one of these three possibilities holds, we would expect 
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the potential to become more positive after the further addition of the 
C3’Btine solution. However, the magnitude of the change is appreciably 
different for each case. If the thiol-disulfide system is the potential- 
deteimining sj^stem, then we would expect the observed e,m.f, to increase 
by an amount equal to the difference between 0.060 log (final [RSSR]0/ 
(final [RSH]) and 0.060 log (initial [RSSR]*)/(initial [RSH]). If the elec- 
trode equation of Dixon and Quastel applies, then we would expect the 
potential to increase by an amount equal to 0.060 log (initial [RSH])/ 
(final [RSH]). If the cysteine-mercuric cysteinate system is the potential- 
determining sj'stem, then we would expect an effect due only to dilution 
of the solution; this change would be equal to 0.030 log (final volume)/ 
(initial volume). The results presented in Table III show clearly that 
the potential is not governed by either relationship (1) or (2) and that 
it may be determined by the cj'steine-mercuric cysteinate system. 


Table III 

Comparison of Observed and Theorelical Potential Changes 


pH 

laiti&l volume 

Final volume 

AE calculated from* 

AB found 

Relation^ 
ship (1) 

Relation- 
ship (2) 

Relation* 
sblp (3) 


fnU 

ml. 

mv. 

mp. 

rtp. 

fnp. 

9.05 

34.00 

59.00 

24 

14 

7 

6 

1.12 

35.00 

55.00 

21 

12 

6 

8 


* See the text. 


Compounds of mercury and cysteine have been reported by a number of 
investigators (42-46). We prepared mercuric cysteinate by mixing a 
solution of 1.7 gm. of cysteine hydrochloride in 25 ml. of water with a 
solution of 1.4 gm. of mercuric chloride in 25 ml. of water. In a few minutes 
a white, crystalline material began to come out of the solution. After 
several hours in the ice box, the compound was filtered, washed with cold 
water, and dried over sodium hydroxide pellets. A yield of 1.9 gm. was 
obtained. Analysis of this material indicated that it is a mixture of the 
free base and the hj'drochloride of mercuric cysteinate. There is no 
question that it contains 1 mercury atom to 2 cysteine molecules. 

Analysis — 

CtHi,CIjHgNiO,Si. Calculated. C 14.05, H 2.76, Cl 13.83, Hg 39.04, N 5.46 
Cja^HgNjO^S,. “ “ 16.33, “ 2.74, “ 45.48, “ 6.35 

Both compounds. Found. “ 14.74, " 2.72, “ 8.45, “ 40.32, “ 5.68 
Calculated. C:Hg 6.00, N:Hg 2.00 
Found. “ 6.11, " 2.02 
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We found that dithizone in carbon tetrachloride extracts mercury 
quantitatively from dilute, acid solutions of mercuric cysteinate. Some 
typical analyses on 10 ml. samples are given in Table IV. 

These results are pertinent not only to the use of the dithizone method 
for determining the concentration of mercuric cysteinate, but also to the 
use of dithizone derivatives as antidotes for heavy metal poisoning (47). 

It was of considerable interest to determine whether mixtures of cysteine 
and mercuric c 3 ’^steinate would yield potentials which obej^ed the require- 
ments of a reversible system and wliich were consistent with the Eo values 
in Table II. Our experimental results leave no question that such is the 

Table IV 


Recovery of Mercury from Mercuric Cysteinate Solutions 


Mercury taken 

Mercury found 

y 

y 

12.0 

12.3 

10.0 

10.3 

10.0 

9.7 


Table V 


Potentials of Cysteine-Mercuric Cysteinate Mixtures 


ESH 

I (RS)^e 

1 

r.jx.r.* 

& 

M 

u 

volt 

volt 

0.00500 

0.00262 

-0.065 

0.185 

0.00600 

0.00210 


0.184 

0.00665 

0.00181 

-0.079 

0.183 

0.00714 

0.00151 


0.185 


* E.M.F. versus saturated calomel electrode; temperature, 30°. 


case. Some data obtained with solutions in 0.1 N hydrochloric acid (pH = 
1.15) are presented in Table V. 

When solutions of ej'^steine of known concentration were placed in the 
mercury electrode vessel and titrated potentiometrically with standardized 
mercuric chloride, the end-point appeared a little before the value expected 
from the equation 

2RSH + HgClo -> 2HC1 -f (RS)sHg 

We interpreted this apparently premature end-point to mean that the 
thiol plus traces of oxygen in the solution had reacted with the mercury 
electrode to foim a small amount of mercuric cysteinate. This explana- 
tion seems reasonable in the light of the work of Michaelis and Barron (48). 
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The results of a titration of 25 ml. of 0.00931 m cysteine in 0.1 n HCl 
(pH = 1.10) A\*ith 0.00500 M mercuric chloride in a similar buffer are sho-mi 
graphically in Fig. 3. A plot of AE versus A ml. located the end-point at 
17.90 ml. of the mercuric chloride solution. Since the expected end-point 
was 18.62 ml., we calculated that 0.00017 m (RS):Hg was present in the 
cj’steine solution before any mercuric chloride was added. On this as- 

y- 

-I 

o 



Fig. 3. Titration of cysteine with mercuric chloride; temperature 30° 

sumption, the value of Ea proves to be 0.182 volt, which differs but little 
from the values shown in Table V. 

Similar results were obtained by the following procedure. Exactly 10 
ml. of buffer solution were placed in the mercury electrode vessel and sub- 
jected to electrolytic reduction at a potential not quite negative enough 
to liberate hydrogen. When the current became less than 10~® ampere, 
the applied voltage was removed. Then a small quantity of standardized 
mercuric chloride solution was introduced into the cell. Finally, varying 
quantities of cysteine solution were added from a burette. The first 




614 


THIOL-DISULFIDE SYSTEMS 


portion of the cysteine solution added was in excess of tliat needed to 
bind completely the mercuric chloride present. After each addition of 
cysteine, the potential, which became constant in about 3 minutes, was 
recorded. In this way, potentials were obtained under conditions in 
which the concentration of thiol was large compared to the concentration 


Table VI 


Potentials of Mixtures of Cysteine and Mercuric Chloride 


RSH 

(RS)2Hg 

E.ii.F.* at pH 8.97 

Eo 

M 

Hf 

volt 

voll 

0.00074 

0.000040 

-0.5402 

0.185 

0.00144 

0.000037 

-0.5584 

0.185 

0.00203 

0.000035 

-0.5685 

0.185 

0.00256 

0.000032 

-0.5751 

0.185 

0.00300 

0.000030 

-0.5803 

0.185 

0.00375 

0.000027 

-0.5872 

0.185 

0.00461 

0.000023 

-0.5952 

0.185 

0.00616 

0.000016 

-0.6066 

0.186 

0.m75 

0.000013 

-0.6113 

0.186 


* E.M.F. versus the saturated calomel electrode; temperature, 30°. 


Table VII 


Potentials of Mixtures of Cysteine and Mercuric Chloride 


RSH 

(RS)jHg 

E.M.r.* at pH 8.99 

Eo 

H 

if 

volt 

volt 

0.00059 

0.000076 


0.183 

0.00123 

0.000070 


0.184 

0.00179 

0.000065 


0.184 

0.00228 

0.000061 

-0.5658 

0.184 

0.00271 

0.000057 

-0.5710 

0.185 

0.00309 

0.000054 

-0.5753 

0.184 

0.00343 

0.000051 

-0.5788 

0.184 

0.00424 

0.000044 

-0.5862 

0.184 

0.00521 

0.000036 

-0.5946 

0.184 

0.00575 

0.000031 

-0.5983 

0.185 

0.00635 

0.000026 

-0.6034 

0.185 


* E.M.F. versus the saturated calomel electrode; temperature, 30°. 


of mercuric cysteinate. Some data obtained by this technique are shown 
in Tables VI and VII. 

By combining the potential of the mercury-mercuric couple given by 
Latimer (49) with the potential of the cysteine-mercuric cysteinate couple, 
we can calculate the instability constant of mercuric cysteinate. Its 
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value is about 5 X 10~^. This shows that mercuric cysteinate is more 
stable than HgClr or HgBr^", but at pH 0 less stable than HgH" (50). 
In 1 N hydriodic acid, 1 mole of mercuric cj'steinate consumes 2 equivalents 
of iodine. As should be expected, too, the nitroprusside test for the free 
sulfhydi^'l group is negative with mercuric cysteinate. 

The experiments and calculations discussed in this section make it 
possible to give a simple, consistent explanation of the obseiamtions re- 
corded in the literature of cysteine potentials at mercurj’’ electrodes. Many 
of the data reported b3’' Barron, Flexner, and Michaelis (8) are in disagree- 
ment with their hypothesis that such potentials are governed by the 
cysteine-mercuric cysteinate equilibrium. They' ascribe this lack of agree- 
ment to the “formation of higher complexes” and possibly activity cor- 
rections. We believe that the most important reason that the changes 
in potential they observed were smaller than expected is that the mercury 
electrode reacted with the cysteine to form a significant quantity of mercuric 
cysteinate. In similar experiments we have found that the concentration 
of mercuric cysteinate formed by the reaction between thiol and electrode 
may be as high as 2 X 10"* u. Therefore, we cannot neglect the initial 
concentration of mercuric cysteinate and expect the potential to depend 
only on the amoimt of mercury added. 

Green (20) describes an experiment in which 0.1 m cysteine buffered 
at pH 7.35 produced a potential of —0.281 volt at a mercury electrode. 
After electrolytic reduction the potential changed to —0.305 volt. He 
states, “The only plausible explanation is that the mercury electrode 
suffered some change.” We believe that a more likely reason for the 
change in potential is that the electrolysis decreased the concentration 
of mercuric cysteinate present. Our experiments show that mercuric 
cysteinate can be reduced electrolytically to cysteine and metallic mercury. 

All of the evidence discussed in this paper leaves little doubt that mercuric 
cysteinate was the potential-determining oxidant present in the experi- 
ments of Ghosh. An additional inference that may be drawn is that the 
following equilibrium is not rapidly reversible: 

Hg -1- USSR Hg(SR), 

for if this reaction were able to take place rapidly, then the mercury com- 
plex in low concentration could “mediate” thiol-disulfide ^sterns. This 
is apparently not the case. 

Thiourea-Formamidine Disulfide and Related Systems — Our observations 
on the thiourea-formamidine disulfide system are in complete agreement 
with those of Preisler and Berger (30). We found, however, that electrodes 
of boron carbide or gold-plated platinum do not yield potentials which 
are in accord with the theoretical electrode equation. This is illustrated 
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in Fig. 4. These results may indicate that even this thiol-disulfide system 
is not completely electromotively active, but depends on some unknown 
reaction with the platinum electrode. 

We have also investigated ethylene thiourea. The disulfide of this 
compound has not been reported except as an iodine complex of undeter- 
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mined stracture (51). We prepared the disulfide of ethylene thiourea by 
the follomng procedure. 

5 gra. of recrj'stallized ethylene thiourea were suspended in 40 ml. of 
drj' meth}’! alcohol which was 4.4 n in hydrogen chloride. The mi.xture 
was cooled to 0° and stirred vigorously as 30 per cent hydrogen peroxide 
was slowly added. "nTien 3.2 ml. had been added, the supernatant solu- 
tion gave a negative test with the copper sulfate-hydrochloric acid reagent 
of Edens and Johnson (52). The suspension was allowed to remain in 
the ice bath for about an hour after the reaction was completed, and then 
was filtered. The o.xidation product, which was a fine, white powder, 
was washed with a little dry alcohol and dried in vacuo over sodium hy- 
dro.xide. The yield was 5.6 gm. 

Analysis — CeHi;CI;NiSj. Calculated. C 26.19, H 4.36, N 20.36 
Found. ■' 25.91, " 4.53, “ 20.71 

This compound is only slightly soluble in absolute alcohol and practically 
insoluble in ether. It is ver 3 '’ soluble in water or 95 per cent ethanol. 
When dilute iodine was added to an aqueous solution, a dark red, crystalline 
precipitate was formed. This material was filtered off, washed with 
water, and dried; m.p. 118-120° (with decomposition). Johnson and 
Edens (51) reported a melting point of 119° for their iodine complex. 

Even in the solid state, the disulfide dihydrochloride of ethylene thiourea 
is rather unstable. After standing at room temperature for several 
months, it turned yellow and gave off the odor of hydrogen chloride. 
Sulfur and ethylene thiourea were identified among the decomposition 
products. In 1 N sulfuric acid solution, the disulfide decomposes in a 
few hours. 

Titration of 0.01 N ethylene thiourea in 1 N sulfuric acid with 0.025 n 
ceric sulfate gave the results shown in Fig. 5. It was not possible to 
estimate the end-point potentiometrically. Platinum electrodes recorded 
potentials which closely obeyed the theoretical electrode equation for the 
first 70 per cent of the oxidation; then, apparently, the disulfide formed 
in the reaction begins to react with the ceric sulfate. The value for Eo 
calculated from the points between 5 and 70 per cent oxidation is 0.489 
volt (at 25°). 

Similar results were obtained by the method of mixtures. The total 
concentration of thiol plus disulfide was kept constant at 0.01 N; the solvent 
was 1 N sulfuric acid. The instability of the disulfide made it necessary 
to complete these experiments as soon as possible after the solutions were 
prepared. The data obtained are shown in Table VIII. 

The potentials of thiol-disulfide systems at a constant pH should vary 
not only with the ratio of oxidized to reduced form but also with the total 
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Fig. 5. Titration of ethylene thiourea with ceric sulfate ; temperature 25° 


Table VIII 


Potentials of ilffxtures of Elhyhne Thiourea and Its Disulfide 


Oxidation 


fer cent 
28.6 

34.6 

40.0 

50.0 
68.9 

66.7 

77.0 
83.3 


E.u.r.* 

Fo 

volt 

volt 

0.2970 

0.496 

0.3022 

0.496 

0.3071 

0.497 

0.3145 

0.497 

0.3220 

0.497 

0.3301 

0.498 

0.3407 

0.497 

0.3500 

0.497 


* E.M.p. versus saturated calomel electrode; temperature, 30°. 
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concentration. If the ratio of tliiol to disulfide is kept constant and only 
the total concentration varied, the observed e.m.f. should obey the follow- 
ing relationship, Eoh,. ^ 0.030 log m, where m is the total concentration 
(in equivalents) of thiol plus disulfide. 

This equation was tested by the follonung experiment. Exactly 10 ml. 
of 1 N sulfuric acid were placed in the titration cell. Purified nitrogen 
was bubbled through the solution for 45 minutes. Then we added varying 
quantities of a 1 N sulfuric acid solution wliich was 0.005 n in ethylene 


o 

> 

z 



Fig. 6. The variation in potential as a function of total concentration; tempera- 
ture 30°. 

thiourea and 0.005 N in its disulfide. The potentials observed are shown 
in Fig. 6. It is seen that the logarithmic expression is closely obeyed; the 
slope is 0.030 as called for by theory. The value of Eo calculated from 
this experiment is 0.492. 


SUMMARY 

1. Experimental and theoretical evidence has been presented which 
indicates that the method of Ryklan and Schmidt yields potentials which 
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are not characteristic of tliiol-disulfide systems. Even in the presence 
of iodide ion, dithiodiglycolic acid has little effect on the potentials of 
thiogly colic acid solutions. 

2. The method used by Ghosh and his coworkers has been shown to 
give results which are not consistent with their assumed electrode equation. 
We have obtained data Avliich prove that cysteine potentials at mercury 
electrodes are due to the cysteine-mercuric cysteinatc equilibrium. The 
potential of this couple at 30° v/as found to be 0.183 volt. This investiga- 
tion has shown also that dithizone can e>ctract mercury quantitatively 
from mercuric cysteinate. 

3. Preisler’s observations on the thiourea-formamidine disulfide system 
have been completely confirmed. The disulfide of ethylene thiourea has 
been prepared and its properties studied. The reduction potential in 
In sulfuric acid was found to be 0,495 volt at 30° 

One of the authors (L. D. F.) ivishes to acknowledge a grant-in-aid 
from the Hynson, Westcott and Dunning Research Fund. 
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STRUCTURAL REQUIREMENTS OF SPECIFIC INHIBITORS 
FOR a-CHYMOTRYPSIN* 

Br SEYMOUR KAUFMANf and HANS NEURATH 

(From Ihe Dcparlmcnl of Biochemhlry , Duke UnivcTsiiy School of Medicine, Durham, 

North Carolina) 

(Received for publication, May 23, 1949) 

Recent studies of the structural requirements of specific substrates for 
a-chjTnotrypsin have led to a relatively narrow definition of the groupings 
of the substrate which are involved in combination with, and in activa- 
tion by, this proteolytic enzyme (2-5). These are (1) an aromatic amino 
acid residue or its structural equivalent, (2) a secondary peptide bond 
or in its place a group capable of hydrogen bond formation by donation, 
and (3) the enzymatically susceptible peptide, amide, or ester bond. 
An attempt has now been made to apply the information obtained in 
these studies to the search for specific inhibitors for chymotrypsin which 
are structirral analogues of specific substrates. Confidence in the suc- 
cess of such an undertaking was gained from preceding, analogous in- 
vestigations of carboxypeptidase (6), which have shown that certain 
structmal analogues of substrates which are devoid of the susceptible 
I>eptide bond are potent inhibitors for that enzyme. In the work pre- 
sented here, substrate analogues were also included which contain, in 
place of the susceptible peptide or ester bond, a bond which is resistant to 
enzymatic hydrolysis. The negative results previously reported (2) with 
one of these types of compoimds, i.e, l-phenyl-2-acetaminobutanone-3, 
can now be explained by the unfavorable conditions with respect to sol- 
vent composition and enzyme-substrate affinity for the demonstration of 
inhibitory activity. Under otherwise identical conditions, the degree of 
competitive inhibition depends on the ratio of the enzyme-substrate 
dissociation constant,^ Km, to the enzyme-inhibitor dissociation con- 
stant, Ki, inhibition increasing with increasing Km/Ki ratios. Accordingly, 
substrates for chymotrypsin of relatively low, medium, and high Km values 
were employed in this investigation to test the inhibitory activity of the 
present compounds. Account was also taken of the effect of methanol 
which in the case of one of the reference substrates, i.e. acetyl-L-tyTosin- 

* A preliminary account of this work has been published elsewhere (1). 

t Postdoctorate Fellow of the National Institutes of Health. 

* Km is an explicit function of the rates of reversible combination between en- 
zyme and substrate and of the rate of activation of the enzyme-substrate com- 
plex (2); 
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amide, has been sho^vn to increase Km witliout affecting the rate of acti- 
vation, k’ (7). 

The results of the work presented herein liavc been integrated with 
those of preceding studies (2-4) in an attempt to infer certain structural 
characteristics of the catal3d4c centers of chymotrypsin. 

EXPERIMENTAL 

Enzyme — ^The preparation of a’-ch 3 Tnotiypsin (IV) was the same as 
that previously described (2). 

Substrates — Benzoyl-L-tyrosinamide (BTA), glycyl-L-tyrosinamide 
(GTA), and acetyl-L-tyi’osinamide (AT A) were prepared as previously 
described (2, 7). 

Inhibitors — Hydrocinnamic acid (recrystallizcd before use) and 
j3-phenylethylamine were Eastman products. Benzoyl-L-phenylalanine, 
benzoyl-D-phenylalanine, benzoyl-o-nitro-L-tyi-osine, bcnzo 3 d-L-tyrosine, 
DL-a-benzaminophenylacetic acid, a-acetaminocinnamic acid, df-l-phenyl- 
2-acetaminobutanone-3 (PAAB), and a-benzylmalonic acid were pre- 
pared as previously described (2-4). L-Phenylalanine was a product 
of Mann Fine Chemicals, and D-phenylalanine was received through the 
courtesy of Dr. W. H. Stein of The Rockefeller Institute for Medical 
Research. 

iV-Acetylglycine (AG) was prepared by the usual acetylation procedure. 
M.p. found, 208-209°; reported (8), 207-208°. 

0,iV-Diacetyl-L-t3nosine (DAT) was prepared according to the method 
of Bergmann and Zervas (9). M.p. found, 168-169°; reported (9), 170° 

Calculated, N 5.28; found, N 5.00 

dW-p-Hydro.xyphenyl-2-acetaminobutanone-3 (HPAAB) was pre- 
pared according to the directions of Levene and Steiger (10). M.p. 
found, 116-118°; reported (10), 123-124°. 

Calculated, N 6.33; found, N 6.19 

Methods — Unless otherwise stated, measurements were performed at 
pH 7.8, 25°. The phosphate buffer concentration was 0.045 M in the 
presence of 30 per cent methanol and 0.10 m in the absence of methanol. 
Amidase and esterase activities were determined as previously described 
(11). Enz 3 ane, substrate, and inhibitor solutions were freshly pre- 
pared for each experiment. The preparation of solutions containing 
the difficultly soluble substrate ATA has already been described (7). 

Results 

The reference substrates used for testing inhibition of chymotryptic 
activity were glycyl-L-tyrosinamide (GTA), acetyl-L-tyrosinamide (ATA), 
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and benzo 3 ’l-i/-tyrosmamide (BTA). Only measurements with BTA as 
substrate were performed in the presence of 30 per cent methanol. The 
kinetic constants which characterize the chymotryptic hydrolysis of these 
substrates are as follows: GTA, Km = 0.118 and k' = 3.9 X 10“^; BTA 
(in 30 per cent methanol), Km — 0.042 and k' = 6.5 X 10~^; ATA, Km = 
0.029 and k' = 3.1 X 10~* (2, 4, 12). It has already been sho^^^l that at 
constant initial substrate concentration, the rates of hydrolysis of all three 
substrates could be approximated by first order reaction equations, at 
least over the major portion of the rate curves, although first order reaction 
kinetics do not apply when the initial substrate concentration is varied 
(2, 4, 13). 

For purposes of comparison of the inhibitory activities of the various 
compounds that have been tested, fiirst order reaction constants have been 
used, and inhibitory activity was simply expressed as the per cent decrease 
of the proteol 3 'tic coefficient (14) of the reference substrate caused by the 
addition of the inhibitor, i.e. 

c ~ c 

% inhibition = — X 100 (1) 

where C is the proteolytic coefficient without added inhibitor, and C,- the 
proteolytic coefficient, at the same initial substrate concentration, in the 
presence of the inhibitor. Except when otherwise stated, the substrate- 
inhibitor mole ratio was imity. 

In order to establish a common basis for comparing the degree of inhi- 
bition obtained from measurements at a single initial substrate concen- 
tration ndth that obtained for two representative inhibitory compounds 
from more detailed measurements (see below), the following relation was 
used to calculate enzyme-inhibitor dissociation constants, Ki (15): 

V. C. ' Km+S 

Here, v and Vi are the reaction velocities in the absence and presence of 
inhibitor, respectively, and I and S are inhibitor and substrate concen- 
trations, in moles per liter. Km and Ki having already been defined. This 
equation is predicated on the assumption of competitive inhibition, and 
as a first approximation, this assumption has been applied to all active, 
inhibitory compounds of the present investigation. 

The results of the present measurements are given in Table I. 

Inspection of the data shows that in every case tested the inhibitory 
activity of a particular compound was higher when tested against ATA 
or GTA in the absence of methanol than when tested against BTA in 
the presence of 30 per cent methanol. This result is to be anticipated from 
the relative magnitudes of the Km values of these systems, as well as 
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Taulb I 

Inhihiiory Activities of Structural Analogues of Sithstratcs for Chymolrypsin 


Compound tested 

Substrate* 

Inliibltiont 

Substrate 

Inhibitlont 

Kit 



per cent 


[ per cent 

le-iu 

1. Benzoyl-nn-phenylalaninc 

BTA§ 

1 

GTA 


2.CII 

2. Benzoyl-L-phcnylalanino 



" § 

37.6 

2,9 

3. Benzoyl-n-phenylalanine 



“ § 

54.1 

1.5 

4. Hydrocinnamic acid 

BTA 

3 

ATA 

75.2 

0.45 

5. Benzoyl-o-nitro-L-tyrosino 

i( 

3^ 




6. Benzoyl-n-tyrosine 

tt 

o-n 




7. DL-Phenylalanine 

t{ 

0 




8. D-Phenylalanino 

ATA 

0 




9. L-Phenjdalanine 

it 

0 




10. DL-a-Benzaminophcnylace- 

BTA 

6 

ATA 

56.8 

0.78 

tic acid 






11, 0,iV’-Diacetyl-ii-tyrosine 

H 

6 

tt 1 

34.2 

2.0 

12. «-Acetaminocinnamic acid 

it 

13 

tt 

36.7 

1.8 

13. l-Phenyl-2-acetaminobu- 

tt 

18 

tt 

56.3 

0.7911 

tanone-3 






14. l-p-Hydro.\yphenyl-2-ace- 



tt 

59.0 

0.72 

taminobutanone-3 






15. /3-Phenylethylamine 



tt 

18.1** 


16. Ci-Benzylmalonic acid 



tt 

0 


17. iV-Acetylglycine 

BTA 

0 

tt 

0 



Measurements at pH 7.8, 25°. Unless otherwise stated, the substrate-inhibitor 
molar ratio was 1:1. The Km values for the three substrates are BTA, 0.042; ATA 
0.029; GTA, 0.118. 

* The measurements involving BTA as substrate were carried out in the presence 
of 30 per cent methanol. 

t Expressed as per cent change in the proteolytic coefficient, at constant initial 
substrate concentration, caused by the addition of the inhibitor. 

t E.xcept when otherwise noted, these values were calculated from kinetic data 
at a single substrate concentration, with the use of te.xt equation (2), assuming com- 
petitive inhibition. In the case of racemic inhibitory compounds, the molar con- 
centration of the racemate was used in these calculations. 

§ Substrate-inhibitor molar ratio, 2:1. 

II This value was obtained from the data given in Fig. 1, with the use of text 
equation (4). 

"if These low values are within the limits of the experimental error. While the 
insolubility of these compounds in the absence of methanol precluded determina- 
tions with GTA or ATA as test substrate, perceptible inhibition may be expected, 
since the corresponding esters are potent substrates for chymotrypsin (2) . 

** There is probably considerable error involved in this determination, since 
under the conditions of the present measurements of amidase activity, /3-phenyl- 
ethylamine was included in the titration, and the blank correction was of a high 
order. 
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from the effect of methanol on Kn (7). It was also found that benzoyl- 
phenylalanine was a potent inhibitor when tested against GTA, a sub- 
strate of relativelj’’ low affinity for the enzjTne. In contrast to results 
obtained nith carboxypeptidase (6, 13), both optical isomers of the re- 
action product were inhibitoi:^', although the n isomer was somewhat 
more so than the l isomer. In agreement nith the specificity require- 
ments of specific substrates for ch}’motr 3 q)sin, it was observed that the 
presence of a free amino group hindered combination with the enzyme, 
phen}'lalanine being devoid of inhibitory activity against GTA, in con- 
trast to the inhibitory A’’-benzoylated analogues.- 
More detailed measurements of enzyme-inhibitor dissociation con- 
stants, Ki, were performed for the anionic inhibitor benzoyl-nn-phenyl- 
alanine and for the uncharged inhibitor, PAAB, with use of GTA and ATA, 
respectively, as substrates. The initial concentration of GTA was varied 
within the range of 0.0125 to 0.05 m, and that of ATA, within the range of 
0.016 to 0.032 It. Km and Ki may be evaluated from such data by means 
of the equation (16) 


V Tnus. \ Ki J C T an. 


(3) 


where v is the initial velocity expressed as moles per liter of substrate 
hydrolyzed per minute, PraK. the maximum velocity; a is initial substrate 
concentration and I is inhibitor concentration, both in moles per liter. 
Initial reaction velocities, v, were more accurately determined by extra- 
polation, from apparent proteolytic coefficients, C — k/e, where k is the 
first order reaction constant calculated from decimal logarithms and e is the 
enzyme concentration in mg. of enzyme N per cc., and Fmax. = k'e. Since, 
for e = 1, a = —da/di = 2.3ka = 2.3Ca, equation (3) becomes 


1 

2.3Ca 





(4) 


where k' is the specific rate constant for the slowest step between the 
formation of the ensjune-substrate complex and the subsequent appearance 
of free enzyme and reaction products (12). In Fig. 1, equation (4) is 
plotted for the system chymotrypsin-GTA-benzoyl-DL-phenylalanine and 
for the system ch 3 'motrypsin-ATA-PAAB. The common ordinate inter- 
cept of the pair of straight lines in each system is indicative of competitive 
inhibition. The enzjTne-inhibitor dissociation constants, Ki, calculated 


* The results obtained with benzoyl-i.-tyrosine, ben 2 oyl-o-iiitro-i.-tyrosine, and 
0,lV-diacetyl-L-tyrosine are, at best, suggestive of inhibitorj' activity of these 
compounds (see the foot-note to Table I). 
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from these data, are 2.6 X lO"* for benzoyl-DL-pbenylalanine and 7.9 X 
10“* for PAAB. 



a 

Fig. 1. A plot of equation (4) to demonstrate competitive inhibition of chymo- 
trypsin. The symbols refer to the following systems: A ATA, ▲ ATA + 7.72 X 
10~’ M PAAB, O GTA, O GTA + 2.37 X 10~- m benzoyl-DL-phenylalanine. For 
calculated values of Ki, see Table I and the text. 

DISCUSSION 

An analysis of the structural characteristics of the present compounds 
which have been tested for inhibitory activity is facilitated by the accom- 
panying diagrammatic representation of a structural analogue of specific 
substrates, e.g. A-acylphenylalanine. This compound fulfils all require- 
ments for specific substrates except that the susceptible peptide (or ester) 
bond is replaced by a carboxylate group. 


0 ' 

II 

R-C-NH- 

-CH- 

0 2 
-Lo- 

3 

4 
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It has alrcad}’- been sho^\^^ that the structural Components 1, 3, and 4 
are required for rapid h}’drol 3 ’sis bj' chymotrypsin (4) and the contribu- 
tion of all four components to inhibitor}' activity vill now be considered. 

Component 1 {Secondary Peptide Bond ) — While in the case of substrates 
replacement of this grouping by other electronegative constituents, or 
its entire omission, greatly decreases the susceptibility of the resulting 
compound to enz}-matic hydrolysis (3, 4), the secondary peptide bond 
does not seem to be required for enzyme-inhibitor interaction. Thus 
hydrocinnamic acid’ is among the most potent inhibitors of the present 
study. 

The relative resistance of ethyl a-acetaminocinnamate to chymotryptic 
hydrolysis has been e.\'plained by the assumption that only one of several 
isomeric forms in which this dehydropeptide analogue can exist, fulfils 
the steric requirements of specific substrates (4). The fact, in contrast, 
that a-acetaminocinnamic acid (Compound 12 of Table I) is a relatively 
active inhibitor, may be taken as further evidence that the steric con- 
figuration of the “secondary” peptide bond is inconsequential for inter- 
action of inhibitors nith the enzyme. 

0 0 

II II 

H,N— -C— CH— C— NHs 

I 

CH. 

I 

CeH, 

a-Benzylmalonamide 

However, if the carbonyl and imino groups of the secondary peptide 
bond are reversed, as in a-benzylmalonamide, the resulting compound 
is entirely inactive as a substrate.^ In this case, mutual saturation of 
the hydrogen bonding capacities of the “secondary” amide group and of a 
complementary peptide group on the enzyme can no longer be achieved, 
and in addition, close approach to the enzyme surface is hindered by elec- 
tronic repulsion and steric interference^ of the two carbonyl oxygens. 
This is shown in the accompanying Structure B, whereas Structure A 
shows the favorable conditions for hydrogen bonding of substrates (or 
inhibitors) with a complementary peptide group on the enzyme surface. 
A similar type of bonding provides at least partial binding of the sus- 
ceptible peptide or ester group of substrates, or of carboxylate or ketone 

> It is of interest to note that hydrocinnamic acid fulfils also the structural require- 
ments for inhibitors for another proteolytic enzyme, i.e., carbo.^ypeptidase (6). 

* Unpublished experiments by the authors. 

‘ Manipulations with Fisher-Hirschfelder models support this conclusion. 
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groups of inhibitors to an adjacent peptide group on the enzyme. These 
considerations apply equally to d isomers of specific substrates, since in 
these compounds the positions of the secondary peptide bond and of the 
susceptible bond will be interchanged with respect to the peptide groups 
of the catal 5 d;ic centers, thus creating conditions analogous to those just 
described for a-benzylmalonamide.® 

Substrate — C — 

II H 
o 

.. 0 

H II 

Enzyme — — C 

(A) (B) 

If a carboxylate group is introduced in place of the secondary peptide 
group (a-benzylmalonic acid), the inhibitory power is likewise lost. 

The presence in specific substrates of a positive charge in place of the 
secondary peptide group {i.e. tyrosinamide or tyrosine ethyl ester (4, 11)), 
greatly decreases the susceptibility of the resulting compound to chymo- 
tryptic hydrolysis. A similar effect exists for inhibitory compounds, as 
evidenced by the failure of either isomeric form of phenylalanine to cause 
any measurable inhibition. However, the presence of an a-amino group 
in compounds which are devoid of the secondary a-carboxylate group 
(/3-phenylethylamine) does not destroy inliibitoiy activity. 

Component 2 {Carboxylate Group ) — While compounds containing a 
carboxylate group in the a position are inhibitory, provided the remain- 
ing structural requirements are fulfilled, this group is not essential for 
inhibitory activity. One of the most potent inhibitors for chymotrypsin 
as yet found results when the susceptible bond is replaced by a methyl 
ketone group which is resistant to enzymatic hydrolysis. This is demon- 
strated by results obtained with PAAB (Compound 13 of Table I) and 
HPAAB (Compound 14 of Table I) which are the structural analogues 
of the specific substrates A-acylphenylalanine methyl ester and N-acyl- 
tyrosine ethyl ester (2-4). Replacement of the carboxylate group by 
an amino group likewise yields an inhibitory compound (see above). 

Component S {Methylene Group ) — When this grouping is eliminated 
from a typical substrate (benzoylphenylalanine ethyl ester), the result- 
ing compound (ethyl nn-a-benzaminophenylacetate) is resistant to chymo- 

• This factor differentiates d isomers of substrates which contain a secondary 
peptide bond from those which are devoid of this bond. Thus both isomers of 
methyl dl-or-chlorophenylacetate are hydrolyzed at the same slow rate, whereas in 
the case of methyl phenyllactate, the I isomer, which offers some measure of inter- 
action through the hydroxyl group, is more rapidly hydrolyzed than thb d isomer (3). 


-N— C— 

H II 
0 
0 

H II 

-N— C— 
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tri^ptic h 3 'dro]yEis. In contrast, the corresponding acid, i.e. nn-a-benz- 
aminophenj'lacetic acid (Compound 10 of Table I) has a relatively high 
inhibitorj’- activity. This result is in contrast to analogous studies of 
specific inhibitors for carboxypeptidase (6) xvhich have shown that the 
distance of separation of the phenyl group from the a-carbon atom is of 
critical importance. 

Component S (Phenyl Ring ) — It has been shown that the phenyl ring, 
or its electronic equivalent, is an essential grouping in specific substrates 
(4). The lack of inhibition observed with acetylglycine indicates the 
necessity of this structural component for specific inhibitors as well. 

Consideration of the present ex'perimental findings, in conjunction 
with those of the preceding analj^sis of the structural requirements of 
specific substrates for chymotrypsin (2-4), leads to certain generalizations 
which may be stated as follows: (1) The structural requirements for 
specific inhibitors are less stringent than those for specific substrates. 
Thus benzoyl-D-phenylalanine, hydrocinnamic acid, a-acetaminocinnamic 
acid, and nn-a-benzaminophenylacetic acid are active inhibitors, whereas 
the corresponding esters are only slowly hydrolyzed by chymotrypsin, 
if at all (3, 4). The reverse situation, i.e. a substrate with less stringent 
requirements than the corresponding acid, has not yet been encountered. 
(2) Both ionic and neutral molecules can serve as inhibitors. (3) Neither 
of the two compounds which bear two charges adjacent to the a-carbon 
atom, i.e. phenylalanine and a-benzylmalonic acid, exhibits inhibitory 
activity. (4) Whereas only the l isomer of specific substrates is hydrolyzed, 
both optical isomers of the corresponding inhibitory analogues are specific 
inhibitors (i.e. benzoyl-DL-phenylalanine). (5) The secondary peptide 
group is not requisite for inhibitors if a negatively (carboxylate) or posi- 
tively (amino) charged group is adjacent to the a-carbon atom. 

The foregoing considerations converge toward the view that the active 
centers of chymotrypsin possess a complementary configuration to that 
of specific substrates and inhibitors, part of such a complementary con- 
figuration being two adjacent peptide groups along a peptide chain. 
Additional complementary structures have to e.xist to account for the 
side chain specificity of substrates and inhibitors, which decreases in the 
order of tyrosine, phenylalanine, tryptophan, methionine (4). Although 
it has been shown that chemical modification of the total tyrosine residues 
of chymotrypsin causes enzyme inactivation (17), whereas fractional oxi- 
dation by tyrosinase (18-20) does not, the evidence is insufficient to 
assign to a critically placed tyrosine residue in chymotrypsin a catal 5 rtic 
function.^ A more detailed discirssion of this aspect of the problem of the 

’’ It is of interest to note that, on the basis of the amino acid analyses of Brand 
(quoted in Northrop et al. (21)), a-chymotrypsin contains 3.1 tyrosine residues per 
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enzymatic specificity of chymotrypsin and of other proteolytic enzymes will 
be presented elsewhere.® 

It is to be emphasized that these conclusions are predicated on the 
assumption that the active inhibitors which have been studied interfere 
with the combination of the substrates with the catalytically active 
centers on the enzyme surface. Combination of substrates, and inhibitors, 
respectively, with the same groupings on the enzyme has not been definitely 
established. However, for two specific compounds, i.c. bcnzoyl-DL- 
phcnjfialanine and PAAB, competitive inhibition has been demonstrated, 
and the structural resemblance of all inhibitory compounds to specific 
substrates provides presumptive evidence that in every case the enzy- 
maticallj’’ active groupings or closely adjacent regions on the enzyme 
surface are involved. 

This work has been supported by the United States Public Health 
Service, National Institutes of Health. 

SUMMARY 

A series of structural analogues of specific substrates of chymotrypsin 
has been prepared and tested for inhibitory activity. It has been found 
that analogues wliich are either devoid of the susceptible bond or which 
contain in its place a (Icetone) group which is resistant to chymotryptic 
hydrolysis can serve as inhibitors provided other structural requirements 
of substrates are fulfilled. 

The structural requirements for specific inlubitors are less stringent 
than those for specific substrates. 

The secondary peptide group has been found to be dispensible for in- 
hibitors. Among the most active specific inhibitors are benzoyl-uL- 
phenylalanine and dZ-l-phenyl-2-acetaminobutanone-3, both of these 
compounds exhibiting competitive inhibition. 

Considerations of specificity requirements of specific substrates and 
inliibitors have led to a tentative formulation of the configuration of the 
catalytic center of chymotrypsin. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

1. Kaufman, S., and Neurath, H., Arch. Biochem., 21, 245 (1949). 

2. Kaufman, S., Neurath, H., and Schwert, G. W., J. Biol. Chem., 177, 793 (1949). 


20,000 molecular weight unit (22). By means of the same source of data for chymo- 
trypsinogen, a phenylalanine content of 4.3 residues per 20,000 molecular weight 
unit is calculated. In the light of recent studies of the stoichiometric relations of 
the inhibition of chymotrypsin by diisopropyl fluorophosphate (23) it seems unlikely 
that more than one catalytic center exists per chymotrypsin molecule. 

® Neurath, H., and Schwert, G. W., manuscript in preparation. 



S. KAUFJLVK AXD H. NKURATH 


633 


3. Snokc, J. E., and Ncuratli, H., Arch. Biochcm., 21, 351 (1949). 

4. Kaufman, S., and Neuralh, H., Arch. Biochcm., 21, 437 (1949). 

5. MacAIlister, R. V., Hannon, K. M., and Niemann, C., J. Biol. Chem., 177, 767 

(1949). 

6. Elkins-Kaufman, E., and Neurath, H., J. Biol. Chem., 178, 645 (1949). 

7. Kaufman, S., and Neurath, H., J. Biol. Chem., 180, ISl (1949). 

8. Blatt, A. H., Org. Sgnlhcscs, coll. 2, 11 (1943). 

9. Bergmann, M., and Zervas, L., Biochcm. Z., 203, 280 (1928). 

10. Levene, P. A., and Steiger, R. E., J. Biol. Chem., 79, 95 (1928). 

11. Schwert, G. W., Neurath, H., Kaufman, S., and Snokc, J. E., J. Biol. Chem., 

172, 221 (1948). 

12. Schwert, G. W., and Kaufman, S., J. Biol. Chem., 180 , 517 (1949). 

13. Elldns-Kaufman, E,, and Neurath, H., J . Biol. Chem., 176, 893 (1948). 

14. Irving, G. W., Jr., Fruton, J. S., and Bergmann, hi., J. Biol. Chem., 138, 231 

(1941). 

15. Ebersole, E. R., Guttentag, C., and Wilson, P. W., Arch. Biochem., 3, 399 (1943- 

44). 

16. Lineweaver, H., and Burk, D., J. Am. Chem. Soc., 66, 65S (1934). 

17. Sizer, I. W., J. Biol. Chem., 160, 547 (1945). 

18. Sizer, I. W., J. Biol. Chem., 163, 145 (1946). 

19. Edman, P., J. Biol. Chem., 168, 367 (1947). 

20. Sizer, I. W., J. Biol. Chem., 169, 303 (1947). 

21. Northrop, J. H., Kunitz, M., and Herriott, R. M., Crystalline enzs'mes. New 

York (1948). 

22. Sehwcrt, G. W., J. Biol. Chem., 179, 655 (1949). 

23. Jensen, E. F., Nutting, M.-D. F., Jang, R., and Balls, A. K., Federation Proc., 

8, 210 (1949). 






THE MICROBIOLOGICAL ASSAY OF -^TTAMLN- Bn WITH 
LACTOBACILLUS LEICHMAHNII 

Br C. E. HOFFMAIs'N, E. L. R. STOKSTAD, B. L. HUTCHINGS, 

A. C. DORNBUSH, and THOMAS H. JUKES 

{From the Lcdcric Laboratories Division, American Cyanamid Company, 
Pearl River, New York) 
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The organism Ladohacillus laclis Domer (ATCC 8000) was reported to 
need two unidentified factors for growth (1), one of which (LLD factor) 
was present in liver extracts in amounts which bore a close relationship to 
the potency of the extracts in producing a remission of pernicious anemia. 
Later investigations (2) led to the separation from liver of a red crystalline 
compound, “vitamin Bn,” which was therapeuticallj" effective in pernicious 
anemia and which was found to be highly active for L. laclis Domer (3), 
showing vitamin Bn to be “either wholly or partially responsible for the 
LLD growth activity observed for livnr extracts.” Other investigations 
(4) demonstrated that thymidine could function as a source of LLD factor 
and that thjTnidine and other deso.xjnibosides were essential growth fac- 
tors for various lactic acid bacteria (5-7). 

The attempted use of L. laclis Domer as an assay organism for vitamin 
Bn has led to difficultj-" in obtaining reproducible results (8) and Shorb 
and Briggs (9) have shown that under certain conditions this organism dis- 
sociates into a form which does not require vdtamin Bn- 

It was found that Ladohacillus leichmannii 313 (ATCG 7830) would re- 
spond to crystalline antipemicious anemia factor on a chemically defined 
culture medium (10) and the use of this organism for assay purposes was 
suggested. A second strain of L. leichmannii (ATCC 4797) was simul- 
taneously reported to respond to concentrated preparations of a growth 
factor for mice, termed the animal protein factor, which was indicated as 
being closely related to vitamin B^ (8). Following these publications, 
both these strains of L. leichmannii have been used for the assay of vita- 
min Bi 2 (11, 12). 

The present communication deals with a study of the factors influenc- 
ing the response of these organisms to vitamin Bij. It was foimd that 
the addition of a reducing agent such as thioglycolic acid stimulates the 
growth of the organisms and protects vitamin B 12 from destraction during 
the autoclaving of the samples. This finding was noted in a preliminaiy 
communication (13). 
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EXPERIMENTAL 

Assay Organisms and Basal Medium — L. Icichmannii 313 (ATCC 7830) 
and L. leichmannii ATCC 4797 were used as assa}’’ organisms. The inocu- 
lum was prepared as follows: The culture was maintained on a medium 
containing liquid skim milk 1000 ml., tomato juice (not clarified) 100 ml., 
and yeast extract 5 gm., with a final pH of 0.5. Transfers from a 24 hour 
milk-medium culture were made into 10 ml. portions of the basal medium 


TABim I 

Composition of WO Ml. of Double Strength Basal Medixm* 



£m. 


jng. 

Glucose 

10.0 

Adenine 

10.0 

Sodium acetate, anhj’^drous 

10.0 

Guanine 

10.0 

“ citrate 

10.0 

Uracil 

10.0 

Trypsin-digested casein t 

1.2 

p-Aminobenzoic acid 

2.5 

Acid-hj^drolyzed “ J 

6.0 

Nicotinic acid 

1.0 

KsHPO^ 

3.0 

Riboflavin 

0,8 

KHjPO^ 

3.0 

Pyridoxal 

0.4 

MgSOr7HjO 

2.8 

Pyrido.xine 

0.2 

MnSOr4HsO 

' O.C 

Calcium pantothenate 

0.2 

FeSO«-7HjO 

0.17 

Thiamine 

0.2 

Tween 80 

1.0 

Biotin 

0.002 

L-Cystine 

0.2 

Folic acid 

0.002 

Asparagine 

0.1 



DL-Tryptophan 

0.1 




* Thioglycolic acid, 0.2 gm., is included when the medium is used for assa}” pur- 
poses. It is added just before autoclaving. 

1 100 gm. of Labco vitamin-free casein were added to 1000 ml. of 0.8 per cent so- 
dium bicarbonate and steamed 5 to 10 minutes. The solution was adjusted to pH 
8, 2 gm. of trypsin or pancreatin were added, and the mixture M’as incubated 48 
hours at 37° (pH readjusted to 8 after 12 to 24 hours). The digest was neutralized, 
filtered, brought to pH 3, adsorbed twice with 15 gm. portions of norit 231, and 
the volume adjusted to 1 liter (equivalent to 100 mg. of casein per ml.). If blanks 
in the assay were too high, a third norit adsorption was made. 

t 900 gm. of Labco vitamin-free casein were reflu.\'ed vdth 9000 ml. of 6 N hydro- 
chloric acid for 9 hours. The hydrolyzed mixture was concentrated to a thick syrup, 
diluted to 4.5 liters, neutralized to pH 3.0, and filtered. The solution was decolor- 
ized by two adsorptions with 90 gm. portions of Darco G-60 or norit. 

(without thioglycolic acid) containing 2.5 ml. of refined liver extract, 10 
U. S. P. units per ml. per liter of single strength medium. This tube was 
incubated for 24 hours; the cells were then centrifuged and resuspended 
in 60 ml. of saline. 1 drop of this inoculum was added in each assay tube. 

The composition of the basal medium is shown in Table I. The assays 
were carried out in 12 X 100 mm. Pyrex test-tubes in a total volume of 
2.0 ml. After sterilization of the sample pltis medium for 15 minutes the 
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tubes were inoculated and incubated at 37° for var 5 dng lengths of time. 
After incubation, turbidities were measured in a Coleman spectrophoto- 
meter at GOO mp. 

Assay Siatidards — Crj'-stalline antipernicious anemia factor' (14) or vita- 
min Bu (Cobione, Merck) was used for obtaining standard response curves. 
These materials gave identical responses; a suspected difference in their 
phosphorus content (15) has recentlj’’ been shown not to exist and the pre- 
parations are considered identical (16). The term “liver extract” refers 
to concentrated liver extract, 15 xmits per ml. (Lederle Laboratories). 

Results — In preliminary’’ experiments, two apparently conflicting phenom- 
ena were noted in relation to autoclaving. In spite of the known ther- 
molability of vitamin Bu (17), it was found that the response obtained in 
certain samples was increased when the period of autoclaving the assay 
tubes was prolonged. In contrast, almost no growth was obtained when 
the medium was sterilized by steaming, even though large amounts of vita- 
min Bis M-ere added. This suggested that an essential growth factor was 
formed when the medium containing glucose was subjected to autoclaving 
and that this growth essential was not formed when the medium was steri- 
lized by the less drastic heat treatment involved in steaming. Certain de- 
composition products derived from sugars by autoclaving -with the basal 
medium have been noted to be required for “prompt growth” of Lacto- 
iacUlus hulgaricus (18). 

In order to investigate this point the medium was autoclaved and the 
samples weresterile-filtered through a Seitz filter, and then diluted in sterile 
water and added asepticaUy to the cooled medium. A greater response 
was obtained than when the samples were added to the medium before 
autocla-ving. From these results, illustrated in Fig. 1, it appears that 
vitamin B 12 was partially destroyed by autocla’ving and that a second 
grouiih factor was produced in the medium during the autoclaving process. 

In the next series of experiments the effect of thioglycolic acid was in- 
vestigated. When this substance was included in the medium, similar 
results were obtained when the samples were added before autoclaving and 
when the samples were added asepticaUy to autoclaved medium containing 
thioglycolic acid. These results, which are also illustrated in Fig. 1, indi- 
cate that thioglycolic acid protected vitamin Bj^ during the autoclaving 
process which was used in the assay. 

The next point investigated was the effect of different compounds in re- 
placing the growth factor which was formed in the medium during auto- 
claving. When glucose was autoclaved separately from the remainder of 
the medium and vitamin B 12 was added asepticaUy, almost no growth was 

* Crystalline antipernicious anemia factor was kindly furnisked by the Glaxo 
Laboratories, Ltd. 
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obtained, even with large amounts of vitamin B12. If sucrose was used 
instead of glucose, no growth was obtained even if the sucrose was auto- 
claved with the medium for 20 minutes. However, when thioglycolic acid 
was added, a growth response was obtained to vitamin B12 both in the me- 
dium containing glucose which had been autoclaved separately and in the 
sucrose medium. The addition of meth3dglyoxal produced similar results 
with the first of these two media. These results, which arc summarized in 
Table II, indicate that the failure to obtain growth was due to the fact 



Pig. 1. Effect of thiog] 3 ^co]ic acid and of aseptic addition of samples on the response 
of L. Icichmcmnii 313 to liver extract. Curve A, samples autoclaved with medium 
containing 0.2 mg. of thioglycolic acid (TGA) per tube; Curve B, sterile samples 
added aseptically to autoclaved medium containing 0.2 mg. of TGA per tube; Curve 
C, samples added aseptically to autoclaved medium; Curve D, sample autoclaved 
with medium, no thioglycolic acid added. 

that glucose did not form a reducing agent unless it was autoclaved in con- 
tact with the rest of the medium and that sucrose did not form a reducing 
agent even when autoclaved together with the medium. Fui'ther results 
presented in Table II indicated that ascorbic acid and cysteine could re- 
place thioglycolic acid as reducing agents. 

In the next series of experiments, the effects of thioglycolic acid on the 
growth response to liver extract and to crystalline antipernicious anemia 
factor were compared. The gro^vth response to liver extract was markedly 
increased by adding thioglycolic acid. This increase was much more 
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marked than that obtained by adding thioglycolic acid to crystalline anti- 
pemicious anemia factor (Fig. 2). The vitamin Bu content of liver meas- 
ured by comparison M'ith the crj'stalline factor was apparently increased 
by the addition of thioglycolic acid to the medium. T\vo explanations may 
be offered for the difference between liver extract and crystalline anti- 
pernicious anemia factor wth respect to the effect produced by adding 
thioglycolic acid. (1) Tliere may be a microbiologically inactive form of 
vitamin Bu in liver extract which is activated when it is autoclaved with 
thioglycolic acid. (2) Vitamin Bij may be more labile in liver extract than 
in pure solution w’hen autoclaved in the absence of thioglycolic acid. 


Table II 

EJfecl of Methods of Sterilization and Type of Carbohydrate on Growth of L. 
Icichmannii SIS (ATCC 78S0) 


Carbohydrate used 

Treat- 

ment 

Redudng agent added per ml. 
medium 

Growth (optical density) 
obtained with various levels of 
vitamin B« 






mugm. 




None 


1.0 

Glucose 

* 

None 


0.15 

0.79 

<< 


0.2 mg. TGAt 

0.40 

0.88 

1,38 


* 

0.2 “ cysteine 

0.31 

0.55 

1.35 

(< 

« 

0.5 “ ascorbic acid 

0.19 

0.61 

1.4 

f< 

t 

None 

0.02 

0.01 

0.14 


X 

0.2 mg. TGA 

0.26 

0.47 


tt 

i 

0.2 “ methyl glyoxal 

0.07 

0.25 

0.73 

Sucrose 

mm 

None 

0.02 

0.05 

0.28 

tt 

IH 

0.2 mg. TGA 

0.35 

0.68 

1.0 


* Carbohydrate at i per cent level autoclaved with medium. 

t TGA = thioglycolic acid. 

t Carbohydrate autoclaved separately and added aseptically to autoclaved me- 
dium after cooling. 

These points were explored by adding sterile-filtered liver extract and 
crystalline antipemicious anemia factor aseptically to the medium after 
the latter had been autoclaved. It was foimd that the responses obtained 
by aseptic addition were the same as those obtained when the materials 
were autoclaved in the presence of thioglycolic acid. This observation 
indicates the absence in liver extract of any appreciable quantity of a 
“microbiologically inactive form” of %dtamin Bis which was activated by 
thioglycolic acid. These results are illustrated in Fig. 2 and in Table III. 

In the next series of experiments a study was made of the conditions in- 
fluencing the stability of vitamin Bu in liver extract and in pure solution. 
It was found that the addition of the basal medium to the liver extract 
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accelerated the decrease in potency. The addition of thioglycolic acid 
to liver extract diluted with water did not completely protect the vitamin 



Fig. 2. Effect of thioglycolic acid (TGA) on the response of L. leichmannii 313 
to liver extract (Curves A and D) and vitamin Bu (Curves B and C). Curves A and 
B, 0.2 mg. of thioglycolic acid per ml. of medium; Curves C and D, medium without 
thioglycolic acid. 


Table III 

Effect of Thioglycolic Acid (TGA) on Destruction of Vitamin Bn in Liver Extract 


Treatment of liver extract 

Loss of vitamin Bu 
activity 


per cent 

n 

Diluted 1:100 in water; autoclaved 10 min 

Rf) 

“ 1:100 “ “ + 0.20 mg. TGA per ml. at pH 6.5; 

autoclaved 10 min 


Diluted 1 :100 in basal medium; autoclaved 10 min.. . 

92 

90 

“ 1 : 100 “ “ “ +0.20 mg. TGA per ml. at pH 

6.5; autoclaved 10 min 




Bi 2 as indicated by microbiological activity of the samples, but the addi- 
tion of thioglycolic acid to liver extract diluted with the basal medium gave 
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good protection. Thus thioglycolic acid exerted its maximum stabilizing 
effect in the presence of the basal medium. 

Use of Asparagus Concentrate jIs Source of Stabilizing and Reducing 
Agent— A concentrate xvas prepared from asparagus as follows: 200 ml. (100 
gm. of solids) of asparagus juice concentrate- were diluted to 1 liter and 
adjusted to approximately pH 7.5 with 60 gm. of sodium bicarbonate. 
The solution was filtered and then extracted continuously with normal 
butanol in vacuo for 72 hours, following which the butanol was removed by 
evaporation under reduced pressure in an atmosphere of nitrogen. The 
volume of the final solution was adjusted to 1 liter and 10 ml. were used 
in 500 ml. of double strength medium. It was found that this concentrate 
could be used to replace the enzyme-digested casein in the medium in Table 
I and that it also had a protective effect on the potency of the samples 

Table IV 

Effect of Various Supplements on Microbiological Assay of Vitamin Ba 
Organism, L. leichmannii 313 (ATCC 7830); sterilization time, 10 minutes at 
120°. The results are expressed in micrograms of vitamin Bjj found per ml. 


Liver extract 

! 

^lediozn, no 
addition 

Medium + 0.02 
per cent thio- 
glycolic acid 

Medium + S per 
cent asparagus 
concentrate 

Medium auto- 
claved alone: 
sample added 
asepticaUy 

1 


30, 35 

27 

33 

2 

2.1 

30 



3 


28 


27 

4 


17 

20 


5 

3 , 2.0 

30, 27 

31 

32, 27 

6 

6, 2.1 

40, 41 


i 


during autoclaving similar to that exerted by thioglycolic acid. The basal 
medium in which the enzyme-digested casein was replaced by an asparagus 
concentrate at a level of 5 ml. per liter produced a lower response (optical 
density 0.2) than that produced by the basal medium containing enzyme- 
digested casein and thioglycolic acid (optical density 0.5). The thio- 
glycolic acid-like effect of the asparagus concentrate was found to be vari- 
able, and in some cases more consistent results were obtained by adding 
both the asparagus concentrate and thioglycolic acid. The assay values 
obtained for liver extract or vitamin B 12 solutions by using the medium 
containing enzyme-digested casein and thioglycolic acid were not sub- 
stantially different from those obtained with the modified medium contain- 
ing asparagus concentrate. This is illustrated in Table IV. 

’ Asparagus concentrate was Mndly supplied by the Western Regional Research 
Laboratory, United States Department of Agriculture, Albany 4, California 
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Correction for Effect of Desoxyribosides — It has been demonstrated that 
growth of L. leicJmannii is obtained when thymidine or other desoxy- 
ribosides are used to replace vitamin Bij (5-8, 10) and hence it is necessary 
to devise a method for separating vitamin B 12 from the desoxyribosides if 
L. leicJmannii is to be used for assa 5 '-ing the vitamin Bj 2 content of natural 
materials. It has been shown that the antipernicious anemia potency of 
liver fractions (19) and vitamin B 12 (17) in pure solutions is destroyed by 
treatment with sodium hydroxide. In the present investigation it was 
found that vitamin B 12 was destroyed by heating with 0.2 n NaOH at 
100° for 30 minutes and that under these conditions the desoxyribosides 
of thymine, guanine, and h 3 TDOxanthine were not affected. Liver extract 
was assayed before and after this treatment with alkali, and the difference 
between the two assay values was used to express the vitamin B 12 content. 
Usually about 97 per cent of the total microbiological activity of liver ex- 
tract was found to disappear upon treatment with alkali, indicating that 
desoxyribosides were responsible for only a small fraction of the micro- 
biological activity of the extracts. 

Use of L. leichmannii ATCC JffQJ — This organism was also used for 
assay purposes. It required 48 hours to reach nearly maximum growth, 
compared with 20 hours for the more rapidly growing strain 313. 

Comparison of Results Obtained with Different Microbiological Procedures 
and with Chick Assays — Assays of a number of liver extracts were made 
with the different microbiological procedures described here and the results 
are presented in Table IV. The data show that the results obtained by 
aseptic addition of the sterile sample were essentially the same as those 
obtained by the use of thioglycolic acid or asparagus concentrate. These 
values in turn agreed well with the results obtained by chick assay against 
a crystalline vitamin Bj 2 standard.^ 

Modifications of Procedure for Use in Routine Assays — Sodium citrate 
and enzyme-digested casein are omitted from the medium described in 
Table I when routine assays are to be made, and 10 ml. of the asparagus 
juice fraction, described above, are included in 500 ml. of double strength 
medium. The salts are replaced by K2HPO4 1 gm., KH2PO4 1 gm. (Salt 
Mixture A); MgS04 -71120 0.4 gm., NaCl 20 mg., FeS04 -41120 20 mg., 
MnS04-4H20 20 mg. (Salt Mixture B). The medium is adjusted to pH 
6.8 to 6.9, as determined electrometrically, heated until the precipitate 
flocculates, and filtered. Thioglycolic acid is added just prior to steriliza- 
tion and the pH is readjusted to 6.8 to 6.9. The assay is carried out in 
18 X 150 mm. Pyrex culture tubes with a total volume of 10 ml. of medium. 
After autoclaving for 10 minutes, the tubes are inoculated and incubated 
at 37° for 40 hours, following which the turbidity is measured in a photo- 

* Manuscript in preparation. 
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electric colorimeter. The content is calculated by reference to a response 
curv’e made with crj'stalline vitamin Bj 2 over a range of 0.05 to 1.0 mpgm. 

The modihcations in the preceding paragraph represent changes in the 
assay procedure which were developed as a result of the present investiga- 
tion. The medium described in Table I should be modified in accordance 
with these recommendations w’hen assays are to be made. 

DISCUSSION 

The relation of the vitamin Bu content of liver extracts, as determined 
by microbiological assay, to clinical potency, as measured by tests in 
patients with pernicious anemia, is of much interest. Purine and pjoi- 
midine desoxjTdbosides wiU produce a response in the assay with L. 
leichmannii, although Euglena gracilis has been shown not to respond to 
thymidine (20) . In the present investigation it was found that a correction 
could be made for the desoxyriboside content of liver extracts by subtract- 
ing the alkali-stable potency from the potency of the untreated extract. 
The alkali-stable potency represents the desoxjwibosides. These have 
been shovTi to have about 0.03 per cent of the potency of vitamin Bjs 
for L. leichmannii (6, 10). Thymidine has not been found to have activity 
in pernicious anemia (21). The presence of growth factors in liver extract 
other than vitamin Bu and desoxyribosides is of interest both from the 
standpoint of their possible clinical effects and of their activity in micro- 
biological assays. It has been shown (22) that antipemicious anemia 
liver extracts may be good sources of a growth factor for Leuconostoc 
citrovorum 8081 which has been differentiated from the factor for L. leich- 
mannii in such extracts, presumably vitamin Bis, by migration in an elec- 
trolytic apparatus (23). Vitamin Bn will not replace the ciirovorum 
factor in promoting the growth of L. citrovorum nor does the citrovorum 
factor appear to promote the growth of L. leichmannii (24). 

The possible presence of "conjugates” of vitamin Bn, incompletely 
available microbiologically, in liver extracts remains to be explored. Cer- 
tain fermented materials have shown potencies for L. leichmannii which 
corresponded to only a fraction of their potencies in the chick assay for 
animal protein factor (25). This may indicate the possible existence of 
such conjugates in nature. 

SUMMARY 

1. The use of two strains of Lactobacillus leichmannii for the assay of 
vitamin Bn in liver extracts is described. These are designated respec- 
tively strains 313 (ATCC 7830) and ATCC 4797. Both strains gave 
satisfactory results; the former grows more rapidly, enabling the use of a 
short assay period. 
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2 . The addition of a reducing agent was necessary to protect vitamin 
B]2 from destruction when the assay tubes were autoclaved. Alternatively, 
destmction of vitamin B12 could be prevented by the addition of the 
sterile assay samples to the autoclaved medium. 

3 . A growth factor was produced in the medium during autoclaving, 
but, when sucrose was substituted for glucose in the medium, the factor 
was not produced. The growth factor was not needed if thioglycolic 
acid or an extract of asparagus was included in the medium. 

4 . The effect of desoxyribosides, which replace vitamin B12 for the 
growth of L. leichmannii, was measured and corrected by assaying the 
samples before and after alkaline hj^drolysis which destroyed vitamin B12. 
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ICETONE BODY FORMATION FROM TYROSINE* 

Br SIDNEY WEINHOUSE and RUTH H. MILLINGTON 
(From the Research Instilutc of Temple University, Philadelphia) 

(Received for publication, July 11, 1949) 

In a preliminar3' communication (1) we reported results of a study wdth 
isotopic tyrosine which, as illustrated, indicated that in the metabolic 
conversion of tjTosine to acetoacetate the carboxjd and or-carbons of the 
latter are derived respective!}’’ from the a- and j8-carbons of tjTosine, the 
|3- and 7-carbons being pro'\’ided by 2 tyrosine ring carbons. The present 
report is concerned vith a more detailed account of this investigation. 

ho/ ^CHiCHNHiCOOH CH.COCHiCOOH 
\ f/ 21 <821 


EXPEMMENTAL 

The experimental procedure consisted of incubation of liver slices of 
the rat -with isotopic tyrosine, labeled with in the /S-carbon, followed 
by determination of the distribution of the among the 4 carbons of 
the acetoacetate which is formed metabolically imder these conditions. 
The starting material was DL-tyrosine, j8-labeled vdth obtained through 
the kindness of Dr. Melvin Calidn of the Radiation Laboratory, Uni- 
versity of California. This substance, in an amount of 2.34 mg., was 
added to 230 mg. of n-tyrosine and twice crystallized from water, yielding 
179 mg. of essentially pure n-tyrosine. For assay, a sample was oxidized 
to CO2 (2), which was isolated as barium carbonate, spread in an “infinitely 
thick” layer 5 sq. cm. in area and counted under a thin ■window coimter 
(3). The actmty was 678 coimts per minute. AU samples derived from 
these experiments were assayed similarly; their specific actmties are re- 
ported as relative values based on an assumed value of 100 for the l- 
tyrosine. 

The experiments were made in Warburg-type flasks of large capacity. 
Procedures for incubation, recovery of respiratory CO2, and thermal de- 
carboxylation of acetoacetate were essentially the same as described pre- 
^dously (4). The labeled tyrosine was added to the flasks as an approxi- 
mately saturated solution neutralized to pH 7.4. The liver slices, from 
adult male rats fasted 24 hours, were prepared with the Stadie-Riggs 
sheer (5). 

Distribution of in Acetoacetate — In the first experiment 33.5 mg. of 
the labeled tjuosine were incubated 2 horns at 37° in oxygen with 4 gm. 

* This -work -svas supported by the Sun Oil Company, Philadelphia, and aided by 
a grant from the National Cancer Institute, United States Public Health Service. 
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of liver slices. The acetone-mercury complex, obtained by thermal de- 
carboxylation of the metabolically fonned acetoacctate, had an activity 
of 138 counts per minute, whereas the CO 2 , representing the acetoacctate 
carbox 3 d, had an activity of only 5 counts per minute. The acetone- 
mercury complex Avas dissolved in HCl, and the acetone distilled into an 
ice-cold alkaline hypoiodite solution. The precipitated iodoform, col- 
lected bj’’ extraction Avith chloroform, had an activity of 51 counts per 
minute. This preliminary experiment thus established the presence of 
radioactivity in the a- or 7 -carbon of acetoacctate, or both, and left open 
the question of the presence of radioactivity in the /S position. 

It was eAudent that further information on the distribution of AA-^ould 
require a supplementary degradation procedure, necessarily one Avhich 
Avould distinguish betAA^een the a and 7 positions. It seemed probable 
that a mild oxidation of acetoacctate AA'ould yield acetic acid from the /3- 
and 7 -carbons. In agreement AA'ith this expectation a very simple deg- 
radation procedure Avas developed, based on oxidation Avith permanganate 
in acid solution at Ioav temperature, yielding acetic, formic, and carbonic 
acids in accordance Avith the following equation: 

CHsCOCHjCOOH -f- 30 -> CHjCOOH + HCOOH + CO- 

Under the experimental conditions employed not all of the a-carbon 
is recoA^ered as formate, but some is oxidized to CO 2 , resulting in formation 
of the three products in an approximate molar ratio of 1:0. 4: 1.6. In 
a typical experiment 1.00 mai of acetoacctate ji elded 1.02 mM of acetate, 
0.44 mM of formate, and 1.50 mM of CO 2 . The detailed procedure is 
given in the next section. 

Oxidation of Acetoacetate with Pevniangaiiatc — For convenience and com- 
pleteness in the recoA'-ery of the volatile acids the amounts of acetoacetate 
taken ranged betAveen 0.5 and 1.0 mM. 'V^^len smaller amounts AA^ere 
available, as in these experiments, sufficient carrier AA^as added to give 
a total of around 0.5 mM. Smaller quantities could undoubtedly be de- 
graded by appropriate microprocedures. 

The solution of acetoacetate (copper-lime filtrates in these experiments) 
is Avashed into a 200 ml. three-necked flask canying a dropping funnel, 
a lead-in tube extending to the bottom, and a condenser, the top of Avhich 
has a tube leading to an absorption toAver. The apparatus used is essen- 
tially the same as the one described previously for persulfate oxidation 
(2). The flask is immersed in an ice bath, and sufficient strong sulfuric 
acid and Avater added to give 100 ml. of a 1 m acid solution. C02-free 
air is draAAm rapidty through the flask for about 5 minutes to remove any 
dissotyed CO 2 ; then 10 ml. of an 0.5 m COj-free NaOH solution are placed 
in the bead toAA^er and, AAuth a moderate stream of air passing through the 
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solution and into the bead tower, a sufBcient quantit}"" of 1.5 n ICMn04 
solution is added to the acetoacetate to give a permanent pink color (8 
to 10 ml. were required in these experiments). About 30 minutes are 
allowed for complete absorption of the CO:, after which the alkaline so- 
lution in the bead tower is washed back into the flask and the carbonate 
precipitated by the addition of barium chloride. 

To recover the volatile acids the excess peimanganate is destroyed by 
dropwise addition of 3 per cent hi'drogen peroxide, any excess peroxide is 
decomposed bj' adding a few drops of verj’' dilute peimanganate to a 
permanent pink color, and the solution is steam-distilled until no more 
acid comes over, each portion of 50 ml. being titrated with standard alkali. 
The neutralized solution is evaporated to 50 ml., cooled, and acidified vdth 
2 ml. of 18 N sulfuric acid. Tliis is placed on the same set-up used for 
the original oxidation, 10 ml. of 10 per cent mercuric sulfate solution are 
added, and with a moderate stream of air passing through, the solution 
is refluxed half an hour. The CO: resulting from the oxidation of the 
formate is again collected in a bead tower and precipitated and collected 
as barium carbonate. 

The acetate remaining is recovered and determined by distillation essen- 
tially according to the method of Friedemann (6). Duclaux curves on 
this fraction, obtained from sjmthetic or metabolic acetoacetate, are in- 
distinguishable from those of pure acetic acid. 

Oxidation of Synthetic, Labeled Acetoacetate — ^From the products and 
their jdelds in this process it seemed quite certain that the acetate, formate, 
and CO: were derived respectively from the/5 and 7, the a, and the carboxyl 
carbons. To check this point, however, synthetic /5- and COOH-labeled 
acetoacetate, CH3C‘^OCH2C‘^OOH, was submitted to this procedure; the 
results are given in Table I. The data leave no doubt concerning the 
correctness of this assumption. The acetate had the calculated C^^ ex- 
cess, and the formate, coming from the unlabeled a position, had no excess 
C^^ The C^^ content of the CO: accurately reflected its origin from the 
carboxyl and partial^’’ from the a-carbon, the obsen'^ed and calculated 
values being 1.77 and 1.73 atom per cent respectively. 

Interference of ^-Labeled Tyrosine — ^It was also necessary to determine 
to what extent the presence of /S-labeled tyrosine might interfere in tflis 
degradation procedure. Preliminary tests indicated that extensive oxi- 
dation of tjorosine occurred imder the conditions of the oxidation but 
without the formation of appreciable amounts of volatile acids. To de- 
lect the possible formation of traces of these, 0.5 mM of non-isotopic aceto- 
acetate was oxidized by permanganate in the presence of 12.5 mg. of 
radiotyrosine. The results, given in Table II, indicate that the /S-carbon 
of tyrosine is not only oxidized to CO: to an appreciable extent, but also 
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appears as formate or some substance chemically similar. Fortunately, 
however, no significant amounts of acetate are formed from the tyrosine 
jS-carbon; hence there is no interference in the determination of the isotope 
content of the acetoacetate /3- and y-carbons. 

With the two degradation procedures it was possible to obtain complete 
information concerning the distribution in acetoacetate. The thermal 
decarboxjdation (aniline citrate can also be used) provided a separation 
of the carboxyl from the a-, /3-, and y-carbons isolated as acetone, whereas 
the permanganate oxidation separated the /3- and y-carbons in the form 

Table I 


Yields and (7“ Distribution in Prodxicts Obtained by Permanganate Oxidation of 
Synthetic Sodium Acetoacetate Labeled with in /9 and COOII Positions 
Over-all O'® excess = 1.32 atom per cent. 



Acetate 

Formate 

Carbon dioxide 

Found 

Calcu- 1 
latcd 

Found 

Calcu- 

lated 

Found 

Calcu- 

lated 

Calcu- 
lated on 
formate 
yield 

Quantity, yiM 

excess, atom % 

C99 

1.28, 

688 

1.32 

m 

CSS 

0 


HI 

1151 

1.73 


Table II 


KMnOi Oxidation of 600 yii of Non-Isotopic Acetoacetate in Presence of 18.6 Mg. of 

8-Labeled Tyrosine 

The specific activity of tyrosine = 100. 


Product 

Amount 

Relative specific 
activity 

Per cent of total 
activity 

Acetate 

flSI 

510 

0.2 

0.3 

Formate 

196 

28 

9 

Carbon dioxide 

1020 

8 

13 


of acetic acid. A further separation of the jS- and y-carbons could be made 
by decarboxylation of the barium salt of acetate with recovery of the 
acetate carboxyl as barium carbonate; however, this step was not neces- 
sary in these experiments, since no activity was found in the acetate. 

Distribution in Acetoacetate Derived from ^-Labeled Tyrosine — With 
methods established for distribution, two lai’ge scale experiments were 
carried out, each with 10 gm. of liver slices in 120 ml. of saline solution 
divided between four large Warburg flasks. After 2 hours of incubation, 
the solutions were combined, treated with copper-lime reagents, and the 
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filtrate divided into two portions. The first was used for recovery of 
acetone and CO2 by thermal decarboxylation as described pre\'iously; 
the second portion was submitted to oxidation with permanganate after 
addition of carrier acetoacetate. Data on C'* distribution are given in 
Table III; other over-all quantitative data for the same experiments are 
in Table IV. 

Table III 


Relalivc Specific Activities of Acetoaeetalc Brealtdown Products 


Substance 

Carbon of 
acetoacetate 

1 

Method of degradation 

Spedfic activity 

Eipciijneiit 

2 

Experiment 

3 

.\cetone 

y 

Thermal 

31.6 

41.5 

Carbon dioxide 

COOH 

(1 

0.7 


Acetate 

y 

KMnOj oxidation 

2.1 


Formate 

a 

<< (( 

187* 

103* 


* Activity partly from residual t3TOsine. 


Table IV 

Yields and Relative Activities of Acetoacetate and Respiratory CO 2 from Experiments 

vnth p-Labeled Tyrosine 


Each experiment conducted ^dth 10 gm. of liver slices in 120 ml. of saline solution. 
2 hours at 37° in Oj. 



j Experiment 2 

1 

1 Experiment 3 


Amonnt 

Relative 

activity 

Amount 

Relative 

activity 


fiu ! 

220 

100 

149 

100 


166 

24 

150 

31 


1090 

1.3 

1270 

0.8 


1700 

1990 





From Table III it is e\adent that essentially all of the acetoacetate radio- 
activity is in the a-carbon. Neither the acetate, representing the ^ and 
y positions, nor the CO2 obtained on thermal decarboxjdation, thus repre- 
senting the carboxyl position, had an appreciable activity. 

In all three experiments, radioactivity measurements were made on the 
residual washed tissue, and on the residues and extracts obtained there- 
from after extraction vdth alcohol and ether. No radioactivity was foimd 
in these fractions, indicating that incorporation of into the cell proteins 
or lipides was not appreciable under the conditions employed. Probably 
such incorporation could be shown with a more highly active tyrosine. 
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DISCUSSION 

Though the ketogenic activity of tyrosine and phenylalanine has been 
generally recognized for many years (7), actual proof for the conversion 
of tyrosine carbon to acetoacetate was obtained only quite recently ( 8 ). 
The present study establishes the liver as one of the sites of this transfor- 
mation. Unlike ketogenesis from fatty acids, which involves a rccondensa- 
tionof 2-carbon units split off by/3 oxidation (4), ketogenesis from tyrosine 
apparently occurs via a different mechanism. As shown in the accom- 
panying diagram, the condensation of 2 -carbon units, split from the tyrosine 
side chain (presumably after conversion to homogentisic acid) would 
result in the formation of acetoacetate tagged in both the a- and 7 -carbons. 


COOH 

I 

CHNHs 

I 

* 

CH2 


COOH 

I 

CO 


* 

GHz 


OH 


OH 




CH3COOH 



Restriction of C^'‘ essentially to the a-carbon indicates very strongly 
that the acetoacetate arises from an intact 4-carbon unit, and that two 
of the tyrosine ring carbons, as well as the a- and /3-carbons of the side 
chain, contribute to the acetoacetate molecule. Additional information 
concerning this process has recently been provided by Schepartz and 
Gurin (9) who found that phenylalanine, labeled in the 1 position of the 
benzene ring, yielded, in phlorhizinized rats, acetoacetate labeled mainly 
in the 7 -carbon. This important finding not only completes the proof 
for participation of the ring carbons in acetoacetate formation, but also 
shows that the side chain migrates in homogentisic acid formation, as sug- 
gested many years ago by Neubauer and others (7). 

COOH COOH 

1 1 

CHNHs CO COOH 

I I ( 



OH 


HOOCCH=CHCOOH 
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Though some of the finer details of the reactions concerned in the con- 
version of tj'rosine to acctoacetate are still in doubt, the data of this study 
are in full accord with a mechanism comprising the following steps: oxi- 
dative deamination (or transamination) to p-hydroxjTihenylpjTuvate; de- 
carboxylation, oxidation, and side chain rearrangement to homogentisic 
acid; and oxidation of this di phenolic acid to acetoacetic and an as yet 
unknown 4-carbon residue, probably fumaric acid. 

Felix and Zom (10) have suggested that the breakdown of tyrosine in- 
volves the intermediate formation of j3-(2,5-dihy'droxj"phenyl)alanine, 
which thej' consider jnelds alanine by hydrolydic cleavage of the side 
chain, together with a hydroxydated benzene ring, which breaks domi to 


acetoacetate and 2 molecules of CO 2 . 


COOH 

I 

COOH 

1 


1 

CHNHs 

1 

1 

CHNH; 

1 

> CHjCHNHjCOOH 

1 

cn. 

1 

1 

CHi 


6 -- 

OH 

j 

^^OH 

Hoi^ 

— > ho/ ^OH 

OH 

1 



CHjCOCHsCOOH -1- 2COj 


This hypothesis, which obviously is not supported by the isotopic data, 
is based on their observations that no ammonia is formed during the break- 
down of L-tyrosine by pig hver minces, and that additional alanine ap- 
pears in amounts roughly equivalent to the tyrosine metabolized. These 
findings are not necessarily inconsistent with the mechanism suggested 
by the isotopic data. If a 4-carbon dicarboxylic acid is formed from 
part of the tyrosine ring, it could yield pyruvate, and the transfer of the 
tyrosine nitrogen to pyruvate by^ transamination reactions conceivably 
could accoimt both for the absence of ammonia and the extra formation 
of alanine. 

Rate of Tyrosine Oxidation in Liver — In order to consider the quantitative 
significance of ketogenesis from tyrosine, data on the yrelds and specific 
activities of the acetoacetate and respiratory CO 2 derived from these e.x- 
periments are presented in Table IV. The following calculations from 
these data indicate that the acetoacetate derived from tyrosine makes up 
only a small portion of the total formed, and that the conversion of tyrosine 
to acetoacetate represents a very small fraction of the oxygen uptake of 
the liver slices. 
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On the basis of the mechanism established in these experiments it can 
be calculated that /3-labeled tyrosine with an over-all activity of 100 would 
yield acetoacetate with an over-all activity of 225. This follows from the 
fact that the /3-carbon has an activity of 100 X 9 = 900 in tyrosine, and 
in acetoacetate it would be diluted by 3 non-isotopic carbons (900/4 = 
225). The acetoacetates formed in Experiments 2 and 3, respectively, 
had over-all specific activities (calculated from the acetone activities) 
of 24 and 31, which indicates that 24 X 100/225 = 10.7 and 31 X 100/225 
= 13.7 per cent respectively of the total acetoacetate had its origin in 
tyrosine. Under similar conditions acetoacetate derived from labeled 
short chain fatty acids would constitute from 35 to 75 per cent of the. 
metabolic acetoacetate.^ 

As to oxygen uptake, in Experiment 2 a total of 166 nn of acetoacetate 
was formed, of which 10.7 per cent came from tyrosine. Thus 166 X 
0.107 = 17.7 of acetoacetate came from tyrosine. If we assume the 
conversion takes place as follows: 

Tyrosine -f 50 — * acetoacetate fumarato -f CO; 

it would have required 5 X 17.7/2 = 44 mm of oxygen, which is only 
44/1700 = 2.6 per cent of the total oxygen uptake. In Experiment 3 
the corresponding value is 5.1 per cent. 

Complete Oxidation of Tyrosine — ^The very low recovery of in the 
respiratory CO 2 indicates that tyrosine is not metabolized to any significant 
extent by pathways leading to complete oxidation of the j8-carbon. This 
observation is of additional importance in demonstrating the relative ab- 
sence of ketolytic activity by the liver. Experiments thus far on fatty 
acid oxidation in liver have established two catabolic pathways, namely 
complete oxidation to CO 2 and conversion to ketone bodies (4). It has 
been impossible, however, to determine with any certainty whether the 
metabolic CO 2 arises by a pathway different from that which gives rise 
to ketone bodies or whether the CO 2 is derived by the further oxidation of 
acetoacetate. If acetoacetate were readily oxidized by liver in these ex- 
periments, the CO 2 of respiration would have had a relatively high specific 
activity, reflecting the activity of the acetoacetate. The low content 
of the CO 2 thus provides the first definite proof that the intact rat liver 
slice does not oxidize acetoacetate to an appreciable extent. 

SUMMARY 

When tyrosine, labeled wth C“ in the jS position, is incubated with liver 
slices of the rat, it is converted to acetoacetate labeled predominantly in 
the a position. These results, in conjunction Avith those of other investi- 

* Unpublished experiments. 
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gations, indicate that this conversion proceeds through the intermediate 
steps of p-hydroxj'phenylpyruvic and homogentisic acids. This reaction 
is comparatively slow, and is not accompanied by other metabohc reac- 
tions of t 3 Tosine involving the complete oxidation of the /3-carbon. 
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A FRACTIONATION PROCEDURE FOR THE ACID-SOLUBLE 
PHOSPHORUS COMPOUNDS OF LR^R* 

By JACOB SACKS 

{From the Biology Department, Droohhaven National Laboratory, Upton, New York) 
(Received for publication, July 11, 1949) 

A procedure has been worked out for the fractionation of the acid- 
soluble P compounds of liver for use in tracer experiments. Like all 
similar fractionations, e.g., those of LePage (6) and Kaplan and Green- 
berg (3), it is based principally on differences in the solubilities of the 
alkaline earth salts of these compounds and in their susceptibility to 
hydrolysis. LePage separates the “barium-insoluble” from the “barium- 
soluble” compoimds, then applies appropriate analytical methods to each 
fraction. This is adequate for analytical purposes but does not effect 
the separation necessary for tracer experiments. Kaplan and Greenberg 
have carried the separation somewhat further in their tracer studies (4). 
The present procedure is considered to be an improvement over that of 
Kaplan and Greenberg in that a more complete separation of the alkaline 
earth-insoluble compounds from the soluble ones is achieved by the use 
of calcium in addition to barixun than is possible with barium alone. 
Also, the alkaline earth-soluble fraction has been separated into several 
well defined entities. 

The procedure is simpler than would be the case if phosphocreatine were 
present. Although a number of papers indicate the presence of this sub- 
stance in liver, there are no reports of its isolation from this organ. When 
molybdic acid reagent was added at room temperature to liver filtrates 
from which inorganic P had been removed by magnesia mixture, no indi- 
cation was obtained of the presence of any readily hydrolyzable P com- 
pound corresponding to phosphocreatine. The procedure as given below 
should be applicable to other mammalian tissues which do not contain 
phosphocreatine. 

The fractionation has been applied to tracer studies on the metabolic 
significance of the phosphorus compounds, on rats of the Cansmrth and 
Sprague-Dawley strains. The results of these experiments will be de- 
scribed in a subsequent paper. It may be mentioned that differences 
were found between these two strains with respect to the amount of total 
acid-soluble P in the liver and in the amoimts of adenylic acid, glucose-6- 

* This research was carried out at Brookhaven National Laboratory under the 
auspices of the Atomic Energy Commission. 
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phosphate, and propanediol phosphate present. The analytical data of 
Table I were obtained on the livers of male rats of these two strains, 
weighing between 300 and 400 gm., fed ad libitum on Purina laboratory 
chow. 

The liver was excised from the animal under pentobarbital anesthesia 
and immediately dropped into a freezing mixture, either liquid nitrogen 
or diy ice-ether. The frozen liver was powdered and ex'tracted with 
approximately 5 volumes of ice-cold 10 per cent solution of trichloroacetic 
acid (TCA), in the manner previously described for muscle (14). The 
mixture was stirred for 15 minutes while being kept close to 0°, tlien 
filtered into a chilled receiver. The amount of filtrate obtained was 
usually such that 40 cc., representing 5 to 7 gm. of liver, were available 
for the fractionation. Tiiis generally contained 4 to 6 mg. of total acid- 
soluble P. The fractions that have been separated are inorganic ortho- 
phosphate, a nucleotide fraction consisting of the mixture of adenosine 
triphosphate (ATP) and adenosine diphosphate (ADP) that is normally 
present in liver and from which the acid-labile P and acid-stable P have 
been separated, adenylic acid, glucose-l-phosphate, glucose-6-phosphate, 
phosphoglyceric acid, glycerophosphoric acid, propanediol phosphate, and 
a “coenzyme fraction” of which a major constituent is diphosphopyridine 
nucleotide (DPN). Some of the fractions are probably free of other 
compounds; others are known to be mbetures. This is particularly the 
case with the fractions derived from the material whose alkaline earth 
salts are water-soluble. On the average, some 80 per cent of the total 
acid-soluble P was accounted for in the several fractions. 

The particulars of the procedure are given in the Flow Sheets 1 to 3 
in sufficient detail so that the remaining discussion can be regarded in 
the nature of foot-notes to these flow sheets. The procedure is outlined 
in terms of working up 40 cc. of the TCA filtrate, the amount which would 
be available from the liver of a normal rat weighing from 300 to 400 gm. 

The magnesia mixture used had the following composition: magnesium 
nitrate, 0.5 m; ammonium nitrate, 2 n; ammonium hydroxide, 2 n. Of 
this, 15 cc. were used for the precipitation of P as magnesium ammonium 
phosphate from 40 cc. or less of solution. 

The molybdic acid reagent used was made by adding 1 volume of 20 
per cent solution of ammonium molybdate in 1 n ammonium hydroxide to 
1 volume of 7 N nitric acid. To each liter of the mixture was added 1 mg. 
of P as sodium phosphate. The material was let stand for at least 2 
days and then filtered. For the precipitation of P as phosphomolybdate, 
the solution was made about 2 n with respect to nitric acid; 40 per cent 
solution of ammonium nitrate was added in an amount to give a final 
concentration of about 5 per cent, and 20 cc. of the molybdic acid reagent 
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then added. The solution was wanned to about 60® and let stand over- 
night before the precipitated phosphomolybdate was removed by filtration. 

Flow Shed 1 {ly — ^The removal of glycogen from the TCA filtrate by 
precipitation with ethanol, first used by LePage (6), is essential, even when 
only traces of this substance are present. The small amounts e.vtracted 

Flow Sheet 1 
40 cc. TCA filtrate (t) 

Add 45 cc. 95% ethanol; let stand overnight in refrigerator; centrifuge in re- 
frigerated centrifuge 


1 


Ppt. 

Glycogen, discard 

Supernatant (S) 

Add finely divided barium hydroxide 
to definite alkalinity to phenol- 
phthalein, then 125 cc. ethanol; cen- 
trifuge immediately at room temp- 
erature 

Ppt. 

Most Ba salts; starting material for 
Flow Sheet 2 | 

Supernatant 

Contains coenzyme fraction and pro- 
1 — panediol phosphate; let stand in 
refrigerator overnight, then centri- 
fuge 

Ppt. 

Coenzyme fraction 

Dissolve in dilute HNOj, evaporate on 
hot-plate to 5-10 cc., add 2 gm. 
NBuNOa, 10-15 cc. concentrated 
HKOj, digest on hot-plate 3-4 lirs., 
dissolve in about 50 cc. water, and 
add molybdic acid reagent to ppt. P 
of this fraction 

Supernatant (S) 

Contains propanediol phosphate 

Acidify with acetic acid, concentrate 
to 10-15 cc., add equal volume con- 
centrated HNOj, centrifuge; wash 
ppt. twice with 1:1 HNOi 


Ppt. 

Ba(NOj) 2 , discard 

Supernatant and washings 

Add 2 gm. initNO:, digest on hot- 
plate 4r-5 hrs., allowing most of acid 
to evaporate; add 50-60 cc. water 
and molybdic acid reagent to ppt. 
P of propanediol phosphate 

by TCA from the livers of rats which had been fasted 24 hours were found 
to hold in solution as barium salts 1 to 2 mg. per cent of inorganic P and 

3 to 5 mg. per cent of ATP-ADP as P. Simple dilution of the extracts. 


as recommended by Kaplan and Greenberg (3), is inadequate to overcome 
this interference. 


* The figures in italic refer to the stages indicated in the flow sheets. 
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Only negligible amounts of P are lost by adsorption on the glycogen. 
This was sho^^^l by wet ashing the glycogen precipitates from four TCA 
filtrates. These were found to contain less than 20 7 each of P out of 
the total of 4 to 6 mg. present in the TCA filtrates. 

{2) The coenzyme fraction, so called by LePage (7), is a mixture of 
which DPN accounts for about one-half. This was shoAvn by determina- 
tion of the ribose phosphate ratios. The nature of the other substances 
present was not investigated. This fraction can be obtained only if the 
precipitated barium salts are separated by centrifugation almost imme- 
diately after the addition of the alcohol, as it begins to separate out at 
room temperature within a few hours. 

(S) Propanediol phosphate, which Lindberg first discovered in the eggs 
of the sea-urchin and later isolated in brain and liver (10), is probably the 
only P compound present in the barium-soluble, alcohol-soluble fraction. 
The barium present was removed from the solution as nitrate rather than 
as sulfate, in order to minimize the possiblity of losses by adsorption on 
BaS04. It is possible that some of the discrepancy between the amount 
of acid-soluble P present in the TCA filtrate and the sum of the fractions 
isolated may be accounted for by adsoi-ption losses when it is necessary 
to remove barium as sulfate. 

As may be seen in Table I, the range of values for this fraction in rats 
of the Carworth strain is of the order reported by Lindberg. In the 
Sprague-Dawley strain, two widely separate ranges were found, vdth no 
overlapping. The lower range is the same as in the Canvorth rats, and 
75 per cent of the values obtained was in this range. The upper range 
is almost 4 times as high. 

Flow Sheet 2 (>^) — The addition of barium hydroxide to the TCA solu- 
tion to pH 8.2, as applied by Cori and Cori (2) to muscle filtrates and recom- 
mended by LePage (6) as a general method, was found to leave in solution 
relatively large amounts of ATP-ADP and some inorganic P. On four 
filtrates which were treated in this way, the addition of the calcium salt 
to the supernatant precipitated inorganic P equivalent to 0.9, 1.3, 1.8, 
and 0.7 mg. per cent, and ATP-ADP equivalent to 5.9, 6.5, 1.9, and 4.2 
mg. per cent of P. In four other filtrates to which barium hydroxide had 
been added in excess and the excess then neutralized with TCA, the 
calcium precipitates contained inorganic P equivalent to 0.1, 0.34, 0.26, 
and 0.3 mg. per cent, and ATP-ADP equivalent to 0.3, 1.0, 0.9, and 3.3 mg. 
per cent of P. 

The omission of the calcium treatment might thus give an error of 50 
per cent in the values for the glucose-l-phosphate fraction, since this is 
present to the extent of 1.7 mg. per cent as P, on the average, and the in- 
organic P remaining in the barium-soluble fraction would be precipitated 
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along with that of the glucose-l-phosphate. The ATP-ADP remaining in 
solution after barium would appear as part of the adenylic acid fraction. 

Table I 

Dislrihulion of Acid-Soluhlc Phosphorus in FracHons Isolated from Livers of 

Nortnal Rats 


Values as mg. of P per 100 gm. wet weight of liver. 


Fraction 

Carworth strain, 

IS rats 

Sprague-Dawley strain, 

20 rats 

Mean and 
standard 
error of 
mean 

Range 

Mean and 
standard 
error of 
mean 

Range 

Total acid-soluble P* 

77.3 


84.1 

66.1-99.6 


±2.3 


±2.2 


Inorganic 

18.5 

13.1-23.9 

19.2 

14.4-26.4 


±0.6 


±0.65 


Labile P of ATP-ADP 

9.9 

6.9-14.3 

11.6 

8.0-14.1 


±0.9 


±0.5 


Stable P of ATP-ADP 

6.1 

4.9- 9.7 

6.6 

5.2- 8.8 


±0.4 


±0.25 


Adenylic acidf 

6.3 

4.3- 7.3 

4.1 

2.3- 7.5 


±0.5 


±0.3 


Phosphoglyceric acid 

3.7 

1.0- 6.9 

3.2 

2.2- 3.8 


±0.35 


±0.1 


Glycerophosphoric acid 

9.2 

4.1-13.7 

9.6 

5.0-13.7 


±0.4 


±0.4 


Glucose-l-phosphate 

1.8 

1.4- 3.1 

1.7 

1.1- 2.6 


±0.1 


±0.15 


Glucose-6-phosphatet 

2.7 

1.7- 3.3 

3.8 

2.8- 7.1 


±0.1 


±0.3 


Coenzyme 

3.1 

1.4- 6.6 

2.6 

0.9- 5.3 


±0.4 


±0.3 


Propanediol phosphate 

1.6 

0.7- 3.6 

1.5 

0.4r- 2.5 


±0.2 


±0.21 





6.1§ 

5.1- 7.1 

% of total accounted for in fractions, 
isolated 

81 

73 -93 

80 

71 -94 


* Difference between strains significant at level of p = 0.05. 
t Difference between strains significant at level of p = 0.01. 
t Three-fourths of group. 

§ One-fourth of group. 

(5) The ratio of acid-labile to acid-stable P in the ATP-ADP fraction 
was found to range from 1.2 to 2.0. The average value in both strains 
was 1.7, corresponding to 70 per cent ATP and 30 per cent ADP. 




660 


FRACTIONATION OF LIVER ACID-SOLUDLB P 


Ppt. of most Ba salts {4) 

Dissolve in 20-25 cc. ice-cold 6 % TCA; add powdered Ba| 
(faint pink) with TCA; Jet stand 15 minutes; centrifuge 


Ppt. 

Ba-insoluble fraction with adsorbed Ba-solublo compounds; rcdissolve in 10-15 cc. ice-co 
TCA, and reprecipitate with Ba(OH). as above; centrifuge 


Ppt. 

Most of Ba-insoluble compounds; reserve until Ca ppt. below 
is obtained 


Ppt. 

Dissolve in ice-cold TCA; combine Traces of inorganic P and Al 

with solution of Ca ppt. j cold TCA; add to solutic 

To combined solutions above, add 1 cc. n HjSO*; centrifuge immediately in refrigerated cen 
with ice-cold water 


Ppt. 

BaS 04 ; discard 

■ 

Supernatant and washings (7) 

Add 15 cc. magnesia mixture; let stand 48 hrs. ii 

1 

Ppt. 

Dissolve in 10 cc. dilute HNOj; add molybdic acid 
reagent to ppt. inorganic P 

Filtrate (7, 
Aerate at 60' 
add exce: 

Ppt. 

Labile P of ATP-ADP (5); dissolve in 
HNO 3 ; add molybdic acid reagent 

dilute 

Filtrate 
Contains stabl 
acetate; let 


Ppt. 

Digest with 2 gm. NH4NO3 and concentrated HNOj 
4-5 hrs. on hot-plate; add water, separate BaSO^ 
at centrifuge; add mol 5 '^bdic acid reagent to super- 
natant to ppt. P of phosphogly ceric acid 

Rapoport (11) reports that about 60 per cent, and LePage (7) that prac- 
tically all, of this fraction in rat liver is ADP. Rapoport did not separate 
the ATP-ADP fraction from the adenylic acid, and his ratio is based on 
determinations by difference. 
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ET 2 

to marked alkalinity to phcnolpUthalcin; adjust to pH 8.2 


Supernatant 

Part of Ba-soluble fraction udth small amounts of Ba-insoluble 
compounds 


imatant 

of Ba-soluble fraction, with traces of inorganic 
and ATP-ADP; add to supernatant above; add 2 
i.MEolution of Ca trichloroacctatc; let stand ovcr- 
ight in refrigerator; centrifuge 

( — 

I 


OP; dissolve in ice 
Ba ppt. 

ge; wash ppt. tnice 


Supernatant 

Ba-Ca-soluble fraction; starting point 
for Flow Sheet 3 


figerator; filter 


femove ammonia (4r-5 hrs.) ; make 1 n with HXOj, heat 20 min. in bath of boiling water, cool, 
Maonia; let stand 48 hrs. in refrigerator; filter 


(as ribose-5-phosphate) and phosphoglyceric acid; add 4 cc. Ji Ba trichloro- 
. JQ overnight in refrigerator; centrifuge 


n>atant (6) 

ly with HNOj, evaporate to small volume, and digest with concentrated HNO» on hot-plate 
hrs.; add sufficient water to dissolve Ba(NO»)j; then add molybdic acid reagent to ppt. 
P of ATP-ADP 


The customary hydrolysis period, 7 minutes, tvhich is sufficient for 
small voliunes of solution acidified with HCl, needed to be lengthened 
because of two factors. The relatively large volumes of solution dealt 
■with require several minutes to reach the temperature of the water bath. 
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and tlie hydrolysis is slower in nitric acid than in HCl on account of the 
lower activity coefficient of the former. In previous studies on muscle 
extract with sulfuric acid, a 15 minute hydrolysis period was found neces- 
sary for small volumes of solution. For these reasons a 20 minute period 
was adopted in the present experiments. 

(6) In the conversion of the stable P of this fraction to orthophosphate, 
removal of the barium present by precipitation as sulfate was found to 
result in large losses by adsorption. It is unnecessary to remove the 
barium, as the amount present as nitrate remains in solution and there- 
fore does not interfere. 

(7) It is necessary to allow all precipitations of magnesia mixture to 
stand in the refrigerator for 2 days to obtain as complete precipitation 
as possible. The necessity for this was established by the following ex- 
periment: Solutions containing tracer phosphate in the amounts arising 
from the fractionation were allowed to stand with magnesia mixture 
over 1 or 2 nights; the precipitates separated by filtration, and carrier 
phosphate equivalent to 1 mg. of P added to the filtrates. The carrier 
precipitates were removed by filtration the next day, and the original 
and carrier precipitates converted to phosphomolybdate. Determinations 
of radioactivity were then made. By this means it was found that, of 100 
to 1000 7 of P present as orthophosphate, 30 to 50 y remained in solution 
1 day after the addition of the magnesia mixture. Allowing the precipi- 
tation to continue over a 2nd night reduced the amount remaining in 
solution to less than 10 y. 

The 30 to 50 y remaining in solution might amount to 20 to 40 per cent 
of the P of glucose-l-phosphate. The appearance of this in the adenjdic 
acid fraction would amount to a 5 to 15 per cent contamination of this 
fraction. Similarly, the P of adenylic acid remaining in solution after 1 
night with magnesia mixture might amount to a 10 to 20 per cent con- 
tamination of the glucose-6-phosphate fraction. The 10 y amounts of P 
remaining in solution after 2 days standing with magnesia mixture might 
still amount to 10 per cent of the glucose-l-phosphate P, but would be 
less than 5 per cent contamination of the adenylic acid or glucose-6-phos- 
phate fractions. 

Flow Sheet S (8 ) — The adenylic acid fraction contains a few micrograms 
of P of the glucose-l-phosphate, and larger amounts derived from 
glucose-6- and fructose-6-phosphates. In addition, LePage (7) finds 
that there is some free pentose phosphate. Determinations of fructose 
by the method of Roe (12) indicate the presence of somewhat less than 
0.5 mg. per cent of P as fructose-6-phosphate, and about this same amount 
of P is liberated by the hydrolysis of some 15 per cent of the glucose-6- 
phosphate. The analytical amount of P reported in this fraction is 
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Flow Sheet 3 

Solution of Ba-Ca-soluble compounds from Flow Sheet 2; add 4 volumes 95% 
ethanol adjusted to pH 8.2, let stand overnight in refrigerator, centrifuge 


Ppt. 

Dissolve in 10 cc 
1 N H^SOi, he 
boiling water, 
water 

Supernatant 

:. 5 % TCA^ add 1 cc. Discard 

at 10 min. in bath of 
centrifuge, wash with 

Ppt. Supernatant ai 

BaSO« If aliquots are i 

fructose, gl 
take aliquot 
pptn. of P 
entire soluti 
let stand 48 

id washings (7, 9) 

desired for determination of adenylic acid, 
ucose-l-phosphate P, make up to 25 cc., 
s for above determinations, and 20 cc. for 
of glucose-1 -phosphate; otherwise, use 
ion for this pptn.; add magnesia mixture, 
hrs. in refngerator, filter 

Ppt, Filtrate (7, S) 

Dissolve in dilute HNOj; add molybdic Aerate at 60° t 

acid reagent to ppt. P of glucose-1- make 1 n with 

phosphate boiling water 1 

ammonia, let 
frigerator, filti 

0 remove ammonia, 
HNOa, heat 5 hrs. in 
lath, cool, add excess 
stand 48 hrs. in re- 
er 

Ppt. 

Dissolve in dilute HNOj; add molybdic 
acid reagent to ppt. P of adenylic 
acid fraction 

Filtrate 

Add 2 cc. M solution of calcium tri- 
chloroacetate, 4 volumes 95% eth- 
anol; let stand overnight in re- 
frigerator, centrifuge 

Ppt. (10) 

Dissolve in 15 cc. 5% TCA, add NaOH 
to 1 N, heat 3 hrs. in bath of boiling 
water, cool, acidify to 2 n with nitric 
acid, add molybdic acid reagent, let 
stand overnight, filter 

Supernatant 

Discard 

1 


Filtrate (,11) 

Add S cc. 0.2 M HIOi, let stand 1 hr. at room 
temperature, bring acidity to 2.5-3 n with 
HNOj, heat 1 hr. in bath of boiling water. 
Ppt. is P of glycerophosphorio acid 


Ppt. 

P of glucose-6-phosphate 
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therefore erroneously high by some 15 to 25 per cent. The error in specific 
activity is relatively less important than the error in analytical amount, 
as the specific activities of the determinable contaminants were found to 
be so close to that of the adenylic acid P itself that the error was not 
significant. 

Precipitation of adenylic acid by mercury, as carried out by Kaplan and 
Greenberg (3), might yield the adenylic acid with less contamination by 
other P compounds. However, LePage (8) found that in such a mercury 
precipitation not all of the P in the precipitate was associated with ribose. 
If mercury were used, the contaminants would then appear in the glucose- 
6-phosphate fraction. In this the error in analytical amount would be 
relatively greater than that arising from the hydrolysis procedure, and the 
possible error in determination of the specific activity might become ap- 
preciable. It was felt that mercury precipitation would not offer sufficient 
advantage to make up for the complications arising from its use. 

(9) The solution is made up to volume and aliquots talcen for determina- 
tion of anal 3 d;ical amoimts of adenylic acid, fructose-6-phosphate as fruc- 
tose, and glucose-l-phosphate P. If these values are not desired, the 
entire quantity of solution obtained is used for the fractionation. 

(10) The method for allcaline hydrolysis of glucose-6-phosphate is that 
of Kursanov (5), cited by Kaplan and Greenberg (3). It was found that, 
under the conditions described, more than 80 per cent hydrolysis was 
obtained. Assuming that the remainder was attacked by periodate in the 
subsequent treatment to obtain the P of glycerophosphoric acid, the 
maximum error in the analytical amount of this substance would be less 
than 5 per cent, and the error in specific activity would be negligible. 

(11) The periodate oxidation of glycerophosphoric acid to the readily 
hydrolyzable glycolaldehyde phosphate was first used by Leva and Rapo- 
port (9) as an analytical method. Since the allcali treatment for hy- 
drolysis of the glucose-6-phosphate results in the formation of considerable 
of the derivative, which does not react with periodate, the excess of this 
reagent is not removed. Heating the acid solution, as Leva and Rapoport 
have shown, results in rapid conversion of the jS to the a form, which 
then undergoes the oxidation and hydi’olysis. On pure a-glycerophos- 
phate, and on material first heated with 1 n NaOH, 93 per cent yields 
were obtained, compared to the 96.5 per cent reported by Leva 
and Rapoport. This slight difference may be due to the higher acidity 
present than, is prescribed for the analytical method. 

For determination of radioactivity, the phosphomolybdate precipitates 
obtained were collected in Pyrex Gooch crucibles with sintered glass 
disks, modified either for use with a thin walled Geiger-Miiller counter or, 
in the later experiments, for counting with the methane flow proportional 
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counter of Bernstein and Ballentine (1). The precipitates in the crucible 
■were washed ‘vv'ith 0.2 per cent solution of Aerosol htA in 5 per cent am- 
monium nitmte to overcome the tendency to creep. After uniform dis- 
tribution over the surface of the disk had been obtained by this means, 
the Aerosol and ammonium nitrate were washed out •udth ethanol, and 
the samples allowed to drj’’ at room temperature. This was sufficient 
preparation for use with the Geiger-lMuller tube. With the methane 
flow counter, however, it was found necessary to place 0.5 cc. of a 1 per 
cent solution of collodion in acetone in the crucible and allow the acetone 
to evaporate at room temperature. The collodion film thus formed keeps 
the precipitate from being disturbed by the current of methane. 

After the counting, the phosphomolybdate is dissolved by the addition 
of 1 cc. of phosphate-free 1 N NaOH. The solution and washings are 
made up to volume and suitable aliquots taken for determination of P 
by the method of Fiske and Subbarow. The modifications of the Gooch 
crucible and the other apparatus used for the filtration and solution of the 
precipitate have been described elsewhere (13). 

The author is indebted to the generosity of Dr. Carl Neuberg and of 
Dr. G. A. LePage for supplying the samples of 3-phosphoglyceric acid 
and glucose-6-phosphate, respectively, which were used in working out 
the procedures described for the isolation of the P of these fractions. 

SUMMARY 

1. A procedure has been described for the fractionation of the acid- 
soluble P compounds of liver for tracer experiments. 

2. The P of the following fractions is probably free, or practically free, 
of other P compounds: inorganic P, ATP-ADP, phosphoglyceric acid, 
glycerophosphoric acid, propanediol phosphate, glucose-l-phosphate, and 
glucose-6-phosphate. 

3. A fraction containing principally adenylic acid and one of which the 
major constituent is DPN have also been obtained. These are kno'wn not 
to represent single P compoimds. 

4. The procedure has been applied to the livers of rats of the Carworth 
and Sprague-Dawley strains, and some differences have been foimd be- 
tween these strains •with respect to the amounts of P in the adenjffic acid 
and glucose-6-phosphate fractions and in the total acid-soluble P. 

5. In the livers of the rats of the Sprague-Dawley strain, the amounts 
of propanediol phosphate present have been found to faU into two distinct 
ranges, of 'which the higher is about 4 times the lower. The amoimts of 
this substance found in the livers of the Carworth strain animals are in 
the lower range. 



666 


FRACTIONATION OF LIVER ACID-SOLUBLE P 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 

1. Bernstein, W., and Ballentine, R., Rev. Scicnt. Inslrujticnls, 20, 317 (1949). 

2. Cori, G. T., and Cori, C. F., J. Biol. Chan., 91, 6G1 (1931). 

3. Kaplan, N. 0., and Greenberg, D. M., J. Biol. Chan., 166, 611 (1944). 

4. Kaplan, N. 0., and Greenberg, D. M., J. Biol. Chan., 166, 625, 643 (1944). 

5. Kursanov, A., Biokhhniya, 3, 467 (1938). 

6. LePage, G. A., in Methods in medical research, 1, Chicago (1948). 

7. LePage, G. A., Cancer Res., 8, 193 (1948). 

8. LePage, G. A., Cancer Res., 8, 197 (1948). 

9. Leva, E., and Rapoport, S., J. Biol. Chem., 149, 47 (1943). 

10. Lindberg, 0., Ark. Kani, Mineral, o. Geol., 23 A, No. 2 (1947). 

11. Rapoport, S., J. Biol. Chan., 161, 429 (1945). 

12. Roe, J. H., J. Biol. Chem., 107, 15 (1934). 

13. Sacks, J., Anal. Chem., 21, 876 (19491. 

14. Sacks, J., and Altshuler, C. H., Am. J. Physiol., 137, 760 (1942). 



QUINOLINIC ACID METABOLISM 

I. URDCAIIY EXCRETION BY THE RAT FOLLOWING TRYPTOPHAN 
AND 3-HYDROXYANTHRANILIC ACID ADMINISTRATION 

By L. M. HENDERSON and HERBERT M. HIRSCH 

{From the Division of Biochemistry, Noyes Laboratory of Chemistry, University of 

Illinois, Urbana) 

(Received for publication, July 5, 1949) 

The presence of an acid-labile precursor or derivative of nicotinic acid 
in the urine of rats folloving the ingestion of large amounts of tryptophan 
vras first reported by Singal et al. (1). Using a number of adsorbing agents, 
they concentrated the substance by adsorption from acid solution and elu- 
tion with dilute alkali. It was pointed out that this compound resembled 
quinohnic acid with regard to stability to heat at various pH values and 
that their concentrates gave a positive color test with ferrous sulfate, as 
does quinolinic acid. The suggestion was made that quinolinic acid might 
be formed from an indole nucleus through a quinoline derivative, since 
kyniurenic acid can arise from tryptophan (2). 

Mitchell and Nyc (3) reported experiments which indicate that 3-hy- 
droxyanthranilic acid is an intermediate in the transformation of tryp- 
tophan to nicotinic acid in Neurospora. This compound also has nicotinic 
acid activity for the rat (4). Quinolinic acid is a likely intermediate be- 
tween 3-hydroxyanthranilic acid and nicotinic acid, since it could be 
formed by the oxidative cleavage of the benzenoid nucleus in the 3-4 posi- 
tion followed by reclosure with the amino group. Evidence for this reac- 
tion has been obtained and will be presented in this and subsequent com- 
munications. 

A preliminary report (5) from this laboratory described the isolation of 
the “acid-labile” form of nicotinic acid from rat mine and its identification 
as quinolinic acid. The details of these studies are reported here. 

EXPERIMBNTAL AND RESULTS 

Care of Animals — ^Adult male rats from the stock colony were placed in 
individual metabolism cages over glass funnels and fed the 9 per cent 
casein ration (6) which has been widely used for tryptophan-nicotinic acid 
studies. After 3 weeks, a 3 day collection of mine was taken to establish 
preexperimental control values. The ration was then supplemented with 
2.5 per cent DL-tryptophan at the expense of the sucrose and fed ad libitum 
while urine was collected under toluene for five 3 day periods. The av- 
erage food consumption was 8.8 gm. per rat per day, as compared to 10 
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to 13 gm. per day in the preexperimental period; all animals lost weight 
during the period of tiyptophan administration. In preliminary studies 
adult animals of similar histoiy and age were employed with the same re- 
sults as in the experiment reported in detail here. 

Methods — A. modification^ of the Lactobacillus arahinosus assay for nico- 
tinic acid (7, 8) was used. A number of Icnown metabolites of tryptophan 
were tested for growth-promoting activity under the conditions of the 
assay. The results" showed that tryptophan, kynurenine, kynurenic acid, 
xanthurenic acid, l-methyl-6-p3Tridone-3-carboxamide, A'-mcthylnicoti- 
namide, 3-hydroxyanthranilic acid, and pyridine-3, 6-dicarboxylic acid pos- 
sessed no biological activity and none resulted when they were autoclaved 
for 2 hours with glacial acetic acid. A number of these compounds have 
been tested by various investigators and found inactive for L. arahinosus. 

A chemical method for the determination of nicotinic acid, in which 
cyanogen bromide and anihne were employed (9), was used for follovdng 
the progress of fractionation procedures in some cases. Quinolinic acid did 
not give a color with these reagents but led to the expected color intensity 
following decarboxylation by autoclaving for 2 hours with glacial acetic 
acid. 

Produciion of Nicotinic Add Activity in Urine — Singal et al. (1) reported 
excretion values for the “acid-hydi'olyzable” form of nicotinic acid, using 
the microbiological assay following autocla^dng with 1 n sulfuric acid for 
15 minutes at 15 pounds pressure. Apparently the rate of the reaction 
involved was not determined. In our studies the effects of acid concen- 
tration and time on the formation of the active compound were first deter- 
mined. Urine from rats receiving DL-tryptophan was used. It was found 
(Table I) that the maximum values for the urine specimens studied were 
not reached until the autoclaving with 1 n hydrochloric acid had been con- 
tinued for approximately 24 hours. While the time required to obtain 
maximum values varied slightly from one experiment to the other, in all 
cases more than 15 hours were required; 10 to 12 per cent was released in 
1 hour and approximately 40 per cent in 4 hours. From 7 to 8 per cent 
decarboxylation of quinolinic acid resulted when it was autoclaved for 5 
hour with 1 N sulfuric acid. The production of activity in urine with 0.1 
N and 6 N hydrochloric acid was slower than with 1 n acid. 4 hours of 
autoclaving with 6 n hydrochloric acid or 1 hour with 5 n sodium hydrox- 

1 Unpublished. 

s These compounds were kindly supplied by the following: Dr. S. Lepkovsky, 
Division of Poultry Husbandrj’-, University of California (kynurenine, kynurenic 
acid), Dr. B. S. Schweigert, American Meat Institute Foundation, Chicago (.\an- 
thurenic acid). Dr. B. C. Johnson, Department of Animal Nutrition, University of 
Illinois (1-methyl -6-pyridone-3-carboxamide), Dr. H. A. Lardy, Department of 
Biochemistry, University of Wisconsin (pyridine-3, 6-dicarboxylic acid). 
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ide did not result in destruction of the active compound, since complete 
actinty vas found after subsequent treatment with 1 n hydrochloric acid. 
These results suggested that the reaction involved in the production of a 
compound possessing nicotinic acid activity for L. arabinosus is non- 
hj'drolytic. 

Other reagents were tested, and glacial acetic acid was found to be very 
effective. Maximum values, which correspond to those obtained with 
prolonged autoclaving with 1 n hydrochloric acid, were obtained when the 
urine was autoclaved ■with glacial acetic acid for 1 to 2 hours. The rates 
of decarboxylation of pure quinolinic acid under the influence of 1 n hydro- 

Table I 

Effect of Reagents and Time of Autoclaving on Production of Nicotinic Acid from 
Quinolinic Acid and Rat Urine 


All values are expressed as micrograms of nicotinic acid acti'vity per ml. for L. 
arabinosus and are corrected for active compounds present in urine before auto- 
cla'sring. 


*111116 

Rat urine, 125 ml. per rat per day 

Quinolinic add, 100 gamma per tnl. 



1 N hydiochloric acid 

Gladal acetic add 

Am. 





0 

2.7 


0.009 


i 


63.3 


60.0 

s 


75.8 


66.5 

1 

8.3 

75.1 


72.0 

2 

15.1 

83.3 

13.0 

71.6 

4 

33.8 

83.3 

31.2 

68.3 

8 

61.0 




16 

76.0 




24 

82.0 




48 

82.7 





chloric acid and glacial acetic acid at 15 pounds pressure agreed well with 
the corresponding rates of formation of nicotinic acid in the urine of tryp- 
tophan-fed rats. 

Prior to the feeding of tryptophan the rats excreted approximately 30 y 
per day of “free”’ nicotinic acid and a considerable amoimt of the “acid- 
labile” form. Dining the feeding of the tryptophan-containing ration 
the “free” nicotinic acid rose to 300 to 500 y per day and the total activity 
after acetic acid treatment to 6 to 11 mg. per day in the different collection 
periods. A more detailed study of the effect of diet on minary excretion 
of quinolinic acid, nicotinic acid, and A^’-methylnicotinamide has been 
made (10). 

* Mlcrobiologically available. 
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Isolation — The urine from four rats (15 cla 3 '’s collection) was diluted to 
2500 ml., adjusted to pH 1.4 with hj’-drochloric acid, and stirred for 1 
hour with 100 gm. of norit. After standing at room temperature for 2 
hours, the norit was filtered off and Avashed with 100 ml. of distilled water. 
The active material Avas eluted hy stirring for 1 hour Avith 2 liters of 0.1 N 
ammonium hydroxide. After standing for 1 hour, the norit Avas removed 
by filtration and discarded. These procedures resulted in the recovery of 
more than 80 per cent of the activity with approximate!}'’ 20 per cent of 

Tabw5 II 


Progress of Isolation of Quinolinic Acid from Rat Urine 


Frac- 

tion 

No. 

Description 

Drj’ Aveiglit 

Nicotinic acid activity 

Untrc.atcd 
(free nico- 
tinic acid) 

Autoclaved with 
acetic acid (nic- 
otinic acid 4- 
quinolinic acid) 




ms. 


1 

Urine 

30 Ca. 

27 

490 

2 

Norit filtrate 

24.35 

3.4 

8.6 

3 

“ eluate 

6.38 

5.5 

408 

4 

Acid methanol residue 

0.323 

0.075 

4.8 

5 

“ “ e.xtract placed on col- 





umu 

6.06 

5.85 

380 

6 

Methanol Avashings 


0.16 

1.76 

7 

Water Avashings 


0 

0.2 

8 

1st NH 4 OH fraction, to pH 8.9 


5.1 

9.0 

9 

2nd “ ” “ “ 8 . 9-9. 2 

0.078 

0 

29.8 

10 

3rd “ “ » “ 9. 2-9. 3 

0.912 

0.136 

323 

11 

4th “ “ 

0.225 

0 

10.1 

12 

After Amberlite treatment of Fraction 





10 



260 

13 

Ether extract of Fraction 12 

0.006 


0.56 

14 

Crystalline product from 40% acetic acid 

0.207 


153 


the solids (Table II). Some experiments indicated that approximately 10 
per cent more actiAUty could be recovered by eluting with ammonium 
hydroxide a second time. 

After removal of small aliquots for analysis, the eluate Avas concen- 
trated to 50 ml. in vacuo at a temperature beloAA' 40° and extracted tAA'ice 
Avith equal volumes of Avarm chloroform. The chloroform extract con- 
tained no actiAuty and Avas discarded. The aqueous solution was then 
concentrated to dryness in vacuo and extracted Avith 40 ml. of Avarm metha- 
nol after being adjusted to pH 3.0 by the dropAvise addition of concentrated 
hydrochloric acid. A small amount of a AAdiite, crystalline, water-soluble 
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solid wliicli did not dissolve in the methanol was filtered off and found to 
contain little active material (Fraction 4, Table II). 

The acid-methanol extract was chromatographed on a 30 mm. column 
containing 250 gm. of activated alumina.^ 800 ml. of methanol were 
used to wash, followed bj' 2050 ml. of distilled water (Fractions 6 and 7, 
Table II). The colunm was then developed with anunoniiun hydroxide 
prepared by diluting 1 ml. of concentrated ammonium hydro>dde to 500 ml. 
with distilled water. The activit 3 ’’ in the various fractions as estimated 
by the ferrous sulfate test (11) agreed with that obtained by microbiological 
assaj’’ following decarboxylation. Noting the pH changes was also useful, 
since there was a rather rapid increase as the column was developed, until 
the active compound appeared in the eluate at pH 9 to 9.2. This pH range 
corresponds to that at which the bivalent anion of quinolinic acid is formed, 
as shown by an experimentaUj’’ determined dissociation cur\’’e of quinolinic 
acid. During the elution of the active compound the pH remained con- 
stant, but it rose rapidly in the inactive fractions which followed. Au- 
thentic quinolinic acid behaved in the same manner on a similar alumina 
column. 

Fraction 10, which contained only a trace of “free” nicotinic acid, ac- 
counted for 323 mg. of the 380 mg. of activity in the methanol extract 
chromatographed. This fraction was concentrated to dryness in vacuo 
and fem-Uke crystals formed. The dry weight corresponded to a prepara- 
tion of the diammonium salt of quinolinic acid which was 58 per cent pure, 
with retention of 70 per cent of the original activity. 

This fraction in 40 ml. of distilled water was treated with 12 gm. of Am- 
berlite IE,-100-H and, after stirring for 3 to 5 minutes, at which time the 
pH was 2.3, the resin was filtered off and washed with small portions of 
water to gve a total volume of filtrate and washings of 200 ml. 260 mg. 
or 80 per cent of the activity survived this step. 

The aqueous solution of free quinolinic acid was extracted with an equal 
volume of ether. The water laj’^er was concentrated to dryness in vacuo, 
and the residue dissolved in 9 ml. of hot 40 per cent acetic acid. On cool- 
ing, 207 mg. of white ciystals appeared. They were removed and reciys- 
tallized from 40 per cent acetic acid. 

Identification — On the micro block® the isolated compound began to sub- 
lime at 166°, evolved a gas at 188-190°, and formed new ci^^stals which 
melted above 230°. When heated rapidly, it melted completely at 232- 
237° with sublimation. Authentic quinolinic acid alone or mixed with 

* Alcoa activated alumina grade No. 20, 80 to 200 mesh, was treated with concen- 
trated hydrochloric acid for 1 hour, washed until chloride-free, and heated to 
250-280° for 1 hour. 

* All melting points were taken on the Kofler micro block and are corrected. 
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the isolated compound sublimed at 166-168°, suddenly changed ciystalline 
form, with the evolution of gas, at 188—190°, and melted at 227—230° with 
rapid sublimation. 

C7Hi, 04N. Calculated, G 60.28, H 3.02, N 8.39 
Found. " 60.52, ” 3.17, “ 8.44 

Further proof of the identity of the compound ivith quinolinic acid was 
provided by comparison of the ultraviolet absorption spectrum with that 
of pure quinolinic acid and by the preparation of derivatives. 



Fig. 1. Ultraviolet absorption spectra of authentic quinolinic acid (•) and that 
isolated from urine (O) in 95 per cent ethanol. 

j, _ logio I o/J 

gm. per liter X length in cm. 

In Fig. 1 are shown the ultraviolet absorption spectra for the compound 
isolated and authentic quinolinic acid. The two curves coincide over a 
considerable portion of the range measured. 

5 mg. of the isolated quinolinic acid were autoclaved for If hours with 
0.5 ml. of glacial acetic acid. The acetic acid was removed and the nico- 
tinic acid recrystallized from ethanol. The product melted at 230-234° 
with sublimation when heated rapidly, and there was no depression of the 
melting point when the product was mixed with authentic nicotinic acid. 

The dimethyl esters of the compound from rat urine and authentic 
quinolinic acid were prepared as follows; 10 mg. of each were dissolved in 
5 ml. of absolute methanol and 0.2 ml. of acetyl chloride was added. After 
12 hours in a desiccator over phosphorus pentoxide, at room temperature, 
the material was evaporated to dryness in vacuo. 3 ml. of distilled water 




L. M. HENDERSON AND H. M. HIRSCH 


673 


were added and the pH adjusted to 8.5 with solid sodium bicarbonate. 
The esters were removed b}' extraction with two 5 ml. portions of chloro- 
form. After drying with anhydrous magnesium sulfate, the chloroform 
was removed. The esters w’ere recrystallized twice from a mixture of 
carbon disulfide and Skellj’solve B. The birefringent plates melted at 
53-55°; the ester prepared from quinolinic acid melted at 53-54:° and the 
mixed melting point was 53-54.5°. 

DISCUSSION 

The marked increase in the amoimt of quinolinic acid in the urine fol- 
lowing tryptophan feeding is interpreted as evidence that this compound 
is formed from tiyqjtophan. Unequivocal proof of this conversion can 
only be pro\nded by studies with isotopically labeled tryptophan. If tryp- 
tophan is a true precursor of quinolinic acid, it would be of interest to know 
whether the latter is an intermediate in the now established conversion of 
tryptophan to nicotinic acid (12) or a side reaction product. The low ac- 
tivity of quinolinic acid for the growth of the rat and Neurospora (10), the 
excretion of large amounts of quinolinic acid following the injection of 3- 
hydroxyanthranilic acid (10), the accumulation of quinolinic acid in the 
medium of a nicotinic acid-requiring mutant of Neurospora (10), and the 
conversion in vitro of 3-hydroxyanthranilic acid to quinolinic acid by rat 
liver slices or homogenates (13, 14) are all consistent with the postulate 
that quinolinic acid is an intermediate. 

There have been a number of observations reported which suggest that 
quinolinic acid is capable of replacing nicotinic acid for various living or- 
ganisms, presumably by decarboxylation to nicotinic acid. Dann ei al. (15) 
found that quinolinic acid exhibited variable though definite preventive 
action for blacktongue in dogs. In curative tests it was found inactive 
(16, 17). 1 gm. doses of quinolinic acid improved the condition of pella- 
grins (18), suggesting that in man decarboxylation can occur. Koser et al. 
(19) have suggested that the activity reported for man and the dog may be 
due to the nicotinic acid present as impurity. 

Quinolinic acid has been reported to possess nicotinic acid activity for 
Proteus (20, 21), but little or none for LactohaciUus ardbinosus (21), Staphy- 
lococcus aureus (22, 23), Torula cremoris (24), dysentery bacilli (19), or 
Neurospora (3, 25). While the variation in results may be due in part to 
different degrees of purity of the quinolinic acid used and to variations in 
the extent of decarboxylation occurring during autoclaving, these do not 
appear to provide a complete explanation for the activity observed. Dann 
et al. (15) found, by a chemical method, less than 0.03 per cent nicotinic 
acid in the sample they used, which would not account for the antiblack- 
tongue activity noted. Elfinger and coworkers (21) found from 12 to 25 
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per cent of the expected activity Avith various species of Proteus, Avhile 1.2 
per cent activity was found with L. ardbinosus, suggesting that in the for- 
mer case, at least, decarboxylation by the organism did occur. Except for 
the report that iV^-methylnicotinamide is excreted by the rat following the 
administration of quinolinic acid (21), no previous studies of the activity 
for this species have been reported. 

SUMMARY 

1. Rats receiving a 9 per cent casein-low niacin diet, supplemented with 
2.5 per cent DL-tryptophan, excrete quinolinic acid at the rate of 6 to 11 
mg. per rat per day. 

2. The acid was isolated by adsorption on and elution from norit and 
cliromatographing on alumina from methanol with the aid of dilute am- 
monium hydroxide as a developing solvent. The free acid Avas crystallized 
from 40 per cent acetic acid. 

3. It was identified by melting point, analj’^sis, ultraAuolet absorption 
spectrum, preparation of the dimethyl ester, and decarboxylation to nico- 
tinic acid. The latter Avas identified bj’" melting point, mixed melting 
point, the cyanogen bromide-aniline color reaction, and biological activity 
for Laclohadllus ardbinosus. 
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QUINOLINIC ACID METABOLISM 
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Since the observation (1) that tryptophan and nicotinic acid are mutu- 
ally interchangeable, vnthin limits, in supporting the grotvth of rats, con- 
siderable etddence has accumulated which indicates that biosynthesis of 
nicotinic acid can proceed from tryptophan (2-5). Unequivocal evidence 
for this transformation was provided by the experiments of Heidelberger 
el al. (6) who fed labeled tryptophan 03-mdol3d-3-C“-a-aminopropionic 
acid) and found that the A'-methylnicotinamide isolated from the urine 
contained in the carboxamide group. 

Studies with Neurospora have demonstrated a similar synthesis (7, 8) 
involving kynurenine and S-hydroxj’-anthranilic acid as intermediates. 
That the synthesis proceeds by this pathway in the rat is suggested by the 
demonstration (9) that S-hj-’^roxyanthranilic acid replaces tryptophan or 
nicotinic acid for growth in the rat and increases the excretion of nicotinic 
acid in the rrrine (10). 

Recently work from this laboratory (11, 12) has shown that quinolinic 
acid is excreted by the rat following tryptophan or 3-hydroxyanthranilic 
acid administration. While this suggests that quinolinic acid is another 
intermediate, formed by oxidative cleavage of the bensenoid nucleus of 
3-hydroxyanthranilic acid, quinolinic acid has been reported inactive for 
the growth of Neurospora crassa mutants (7, 9). 

The studies reported here concern the ability of quinolinic acid to re- 
place nicotinic acid in the diet of the rat and the effects of the incorporation 
of the probable intermediates into the diet on the urinary excretion of 
nicotinic acid, N*-methylnicotinamide, and qrrinolinic acid. The failure of 
quinolinic acid at low levels to support the growth of N. crassa has been 
confirmed. At higher levels, however, mutant 4540 responded, while mu- 
tant 3416 did not. Quinolinic acid has been isolated from the medium of 
mutant 3416 following growth with limiting amormts of nicotinamide. 

expeeimental and eesults 

Methods — All rats used for growth studies were obtained from the stock 
colony at approximately 21 days of age. They were selected to give even 

an 
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distribution of litter mates in each experimental group and were fed the ex- 
perimental rations ad lihitim for 4 or 5 weeks. The basal ration was iden- 
tical to that described by Hankcs et al. (13) with 0.2 per cent L-cystine and 
0.2 per cent DL-threoninc. Supplements were given by (1) daily injection 
intraperitoncally, (2) as a small volume of solution in a supplement dish 
once daily, or (3) mixed in the ration. 

Nicotinic acid values as used here refer to those obtained by anabasis of 
urine without preliminary treatment. They may include nicotinic acid, 
nicotinamide, nicotinuric acid, and any other compound active for Lacto- 
bacillus arahinosiis. It has been found that mild allcaline hydrolysis of rat 
urine does not alter the nicotinic acid available to Ladohacillus arahinosiis, 
which confirms the obsciwations of Singal ct al. (4). Quinolinic acid values 
were calculated from the difference between the nicotinic acid content be- 
fore and after autoclaving with glacial acetic acid. While this value may 
include other compounds which acquire nicotinic acid activit}’’ during auto- 
claving with acetic acid, it has been considered as representing onl}’^ quino- 
linic acid, since no evidence has been obtained for the presence of other 
such compounds in rat urine (12). 

An appropriate volume of rat urine was evaporated to drjmess in a test- 
tube or 50 ml. Erlenmeyer flask on a steam bath or at low temperature m 
vacuo. To the dry residue, 0.5 ml. of glacial acetic acid was added and the 
receptacle autoclaved for 2 hours at 15 pounds pressure. Periods as short 
as 1 hour with as little as 0.2 ml. of acetic acid appear adequate, though 
complete decarboxjdation is assured by the foimcr treatment. The sam- 
ples were then neutralized to pH 7.0 with sodium hydroxide and diluted 
to a volume such that the nicotinic acid content was approximately 0.1 y 
per ml. The microbiological determinations were made with L. arahhiosiis 
by use of either turbidimetric or titrimetric procedures with a total volume 
of 2 ml, per tube. Most values reported are based on the results obtained 
with twelve to eighteen tubes per sample. W^-lMethylnicotinamide was 
determined by the acetone-fluorometric method of Huff and Perlzweig (14). 

The 3-hydroxyanthranilic acid was prepared from S-methoxj’-benzoic 
acid by the method of Nyc and Mitchell (15). Quinolinic acid was pre- 
pared by oxidizing 8-hydroxyquinoline with nitric acid (16). The quino- 
linic acid used in the first two experiments contained 0.009 per cent of 
nicotinic acid as measured microbiological!}’-, and that used in the other 
experiments contained less than 0.002 per cent. It was not possible to de- 
termine precisely the amount of nicotinic acid present in the latter sample 
with the microbiological method because non-competitive inhibition pre- 
vented the addition of sufficiently high levels of the sample to promote 
maximum growth. 

Excretion Studies with Adult Rats — ^Four male rats weighing 286 to 323 
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gm. were fed the basal ration without added threonine for 9 days. They 
were then placed in indindual metabolism cages and, while the same regi- 
men was continued, urine was collected for two consecutive 48 hour pe- 
riods. Each of two animals then received 2 mxi of L-trj’ptophan, intra- 
peritoneallj', during a 48 hour period, in ten 5 ml. portions of 0.9 per cent 
sodium chloride solution at pH 6. The other two rats received, in the 


Table I 

Urinary Excretion of Mclaholilcs by Rat Following Intrapcritoncal Administration of 
Tryptophan and S-Hydroxyanthranilic Acid 


Rat Xo. 

Metabolite* excreted 

CollectloQ periodf 

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 




trig. 

rtf. 

r..r. 1 

ns. 

1 

Isicotinic acid 

0.020 

0.017 

0.26 

0.45 

0.040 


Quinolinic acid 


0.067 

14.3 

23.8 

mSm 


A'-Mef 

0.065 1 

0.050 

6.3 

13.0 


2 

Nicotinic acid 

0.025 1 

0.021 

0.20 

0.27 

0.045 


Quinolinic acid 

0.049 ! 

0.049 

17.3 

9.5 

0.20 


N‘-Mc 

0.045 

0.050 

3.6 

5.2 

0.78 

3 

Nicotinic acid 

0.026 

0.023 

0.095 

1 0.27 

0.064 


Quinolinic acid 

0.064 

0.051 

2.1 

17.9 

1.44 


N‘-Me 

0.115 

O.OSO 

1.6 

, 5.8 

1.95 

4 

Nicotinic acid 

0.021 

0.016 

0.11 

0.26 

0.038 


Quinolinic acid 

0.056 

0.037 

3.4 

i 28.9 

0.82 



0.10 

0.10 

1.74 

5.1 

0.78 


* N’icotime acid was measured by the microbiological method without prelimi- 
nary treatment of the urine. Quinolinic acid values represent the increase in nico- 
tinic acid value on autoclaving with acetic acid; to convert to quinolinic acid multi- 
ply by 1.36. 

t Collection Period A was the 3rd and 4th days prior to the administration of 
the compounds; Period B, the 2 days immediately preceding; Period C, the first 24 
hours of administration; Period D, the second 24 hours; and Period E, the 2 days 
immediately following. AH values are for 24 hour excretion. Rats 1 and 2 re- 
ceived 1 mil (204 mg.) of n-tryptophan per day for 2 days (during Periods C and D). 
Hats 3 and 4 received a corresponding amount (153 mg.) daily of 3-hydroxyanthra- 
uilic acid. 

t iV*-Methylnicotinamide analyses were kindly done by Dr. G. B. Ramasarma. 

same manner, 2 mM of 3-hydroxyanthranilic acid in saline suspension, ad- 
justed to pH 5.5 to 6.5. 24 hour urine collections were made during this 
2 day period and a fifth collection was made during the 2 following days. 
All urine collections were carried out under toluene. The urine was ana- 
lyzed for nicotinic acid, quinolinic acid, and A^’^-methylnicotinamide (iV^-Me) 
as described above. 

During the preinjection periods (A and B, Table I) all rats excreted 
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small and relatively constant amounts of all three metabolites. When 
tryptophan was administered (Rats 1 and 2, Periods C and D), the uri- 
nary excretion of nicotinic acid rose about 10-fold, W'-Me about 100-fold, 
and quinolinic acid about 200- to 300-fold. A rather prompt return to 
normal values resulted following the cessation of tryptophan injections. 
The injection of 3-hydroxyanthranilic acid caused a similar elevation in 
the urinaiy excretion of these metabolites, but the response appeared to be 
delayed. There was also some evidence of greater delay in the return to 
normal values. This may reflect delayed absorption of the sparingly solu- 
ble 3-hydroxyanthranilic acid, which could be administered at such dosages 
only in suspension. The quinolinic acid excretion was from 20.0 to 38.0 
mg., expressed as nicotinic acid, during the 2 day period, accounting for 8 
to 15.5 per cent of the total material administered, while W^-methylnico- 
tinamide accounted for 2.5 to 8 per cent. Rat 1 excreted approximately 23 
per cent of the administered tryptophan in the form of these two metabo- 
lites. 

From these results it is evident that both in the control period and 
during the injection of precursors of nicotinic acid quinolinic acid is quan- 
titatively at least as important as iV*-Me as an excretion product. These 
results confirm the intermediary r61e of 3-hydroxyanthranilic acid which 
had been indicated by growth and excretion studies (9, 10). Additional 
evidence that tryptophan and 3-hydroxyanthranilic acid increase the ex- 
cretion of quinohnic acid is presented in the following section. 

Quinolinic Add and S-Hydroxyanthranilic Add for Rat Growth — ^Four 
growth studies were conducted in an effort to determine the relative abil- 
ity of tryptophan, 3-hydroxyanthranilic acid, quinolinic acid, and nicotinic 
acid to supplement a nicotinic acid-tryptophan-deficient diet. In Experi- 
ment I (Table II) the first three of these metabolites were administered 
once daily by intraperitoneal injection of 0.02 mM of each in 1 ml. of 0.9 
per cent sodium chloride. Three female rats were used in each group; all 
received the threonine-containing basal ration ad libitum. All compounds 
produced marked improvement in the growth rates. 3-Hydroxyanthra- 
nilic acid appeared to be slightly more effective than the other supplements, 
since all three animals grew at a more rapid rate than any of the animals 
in the other groups. This may have been the result of the gradual availa- 
bihty of this compound, which was administered as a suspension. Quino- 
linic acid appeared to be slightly inferior to the other substances, which is 
not surprising in view of the extent to which it was excreted unchanged. 
In this experiment the average quinolinic acid excretion with a relatively 
low level of intake was 2.62 mg. or 80 per cent of that injected. 

The studies of urinary excretion reported in Table II were made on in- 
dividual collections in two 3 day periods during the 4th week of the experi- 
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merit. Indix-idual analyses rvere made on each of these twenty-four sam- 
ples, but only the average values nith standard errors are showm in Table II. 

In Experiment II, 0.02 mM of the quinolinic acid was administered daily 
as a solution in a supplement dish to female weanling rats. The entire 
dose was consumed promptly. By this route of administration quinolinic 
acid again showed a marked effect on the growth. 

In other e.xperiments (Table III) attempts were made to detennine the 
relative effectiveness of dietary nicotinic acid, quinolinic acid, and trypto- 


Table n 

Groiclh and Urinary Excretion of Nicotinic Acid, Quinolinic Acid, and N^-Melhyl- 
nicotinicamidc by Eat As Influenced by Precursors of Nicotinic Acid 


o 

Rs 

o 

z 

S' 

Suppltratat 

Average 
growth, 
4 vrts. 

Urinary excretion, average of two 3 day periods during 
4th wk. 


O 


Nicotinic add ' 

Quinolinic addt 



■ 



y per day 


y per day 

I 

B 

None 

1.0 

4.3 ifc 0.03* 


7.9 ± 2.2* 


1 2 

1 

0.02 mil (4.08 mg.) n- 
tryptophan per day 
intraperitoneally 

10.9 

11.8 ±0.6 

471 dz 43 

i 

243 ±13 


3 

0.02 mil (3.06 mg.) 3- 
hydroxyanthranilic 
acid per day intra- 
peritoneally 

13.2 

12.5 ± 1.0 

32o db 32 

141 ± 18 

u 

4 

1 

2 

0.02 mil (3.34 mg.) qui- 
nolinic acid per day 
intraperitoneally 
None 

0.02 mil quinolinic 
acid daily as oral 
supplement 

10.4 

0.75 

8.5 

6.0 i 0.6 

1 

1930 ± 250 

25,0 =b 4.9 


* Standard error, 
t Expressed as nicotinic acid. 


phan in supporting growth. In Experiment III the levels chosen did not 
effectively demonstrate the quantitative relationship, but it is evident 
that 20 mg. per cent of quinolinic acid were slightly more effective than 
0.4 mg. per cent of nicotinic acid, or a relative activity ratio of less than 
50 on a weight basis. 100 mg. per cent of quinolinic acid were better than 
1.0 mg. per cent of nicotinic acid, or a ratio of less than 100. 

In Experiment IV quinolinic acid was compared with tryptophan. It 
was found that 0.25 mii of Du-tryptophan was a more effective supplement 
than either 0.25 or 0.625 text of quinolinic acid. These results appear in- 
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consistent wth the postulate that quinolinic acid is an intermediate in the 
conversion of tryptophan to nicotinic acid. Two possible e.vplanations for 
this result are evident. Since the ration is limiting in tryptophan, the 
added growth may be due, in part, to the additional tryptophan, which 
can be used for purposes other than nicotinic acid synthesis. Presumably 
quinolinic acid could spare tryptophan only by providing nicotinic acid. 
The tryptophan may be more effective because of its greater availability 
at the site of transformation. The rapid excretion of quinolinic acid re- 
ferred to above may be another factor. Further experimentation is re- 
quired before the explanation for this non-equivalence of tryptophan and 
quinolinic acid can be established. There can be no question that quino- 


Table III 

Relative Activity of Nicotinic Acid, Quinolinic Acid, and Tryptophan in Promoting 

Groiuth of Male Rats 


Experiment 

No. 

Group. No. 

Supplement to 100 gm. basal ration 

Growth for 

4 wks. 

Ill 

1 

None 

gm. per wi. 

0.68 


2 

0.4 mg. nicotinic acid 

2.6 


3 

1,0 “ “ “ 

6.7 


4 

1,0 “ quinolinic “ 

0.67 


6 

5,0 “ “ “ 

0.16 


6 

20.0 mg. quinolinic acid 

3.6 


7 

100.0 mg. quinolinic acid 

7.0 

IV 

1 

1 mg. nicotinic acid 

10.3 


2 

51 mg. (0.25 mM) DL-tryptophan 

16.1 


3 

42 “ (0.25 “ ) quinolinic acid 

7.0 


4 

105 “ (0.625 " ) “ “ 

9.4 


linic acid did exhibit true activity, for the amount of nicotinic acid present 
in the highest level of quinolinic acid fed would not elicit a growth response. 

Studies with Neurospora — Of the nicotinamide-requiring mutants of iV. 
crassa at least two (mutants 4540 and 3416) fail to respond to any of the 
Imown precursors of nicotinic acid. Quinolinic acid has been tested and 
found inactive for other nicotinamideless mutants (7, 8). Since the earlier 
work (17) with nicotinamide-requiring mutants had shown that the pH of 
the medium determined the extent to which nicotinic acid could substitute 
for nicotinamide, presumably because of failure of the dissociated acid to 
enter the cells, this matter was reinvestigated. Quinolinic acid at con- 
centrations up to 10 7 per ml., sterilized separately at pH 7,0 to prevent 
decarboxylation, failed to support growth of either mutant^ at pH 3 or 5 

* Cultures were kindly supplied by Dr. H. K. Mitchell, California Institute of 
Technology. 
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in 4 days. Likewise, concentrations of quinolinic acid diamide up to 0.1 
mg. per ml. at ])H 5 failed to replace nicotinamide for either mutant. 
However, concentrations of quinolinic acid above 0.05 mg. per ml. sup- 
ported the growth of mutant 4540. Concentrations as high as 5 mg. per 
ml. failed to show acti\'ity for mutant 3416. Grondh of neither mutant 
in the presence of 0.5 7 per ml. of nicotinamide was affected by concentra- 
tions of quinolinic acid up to 5 mg. per ml. 

The results of one experiment, in which the quinolinic acid was sterilized 
b}' filtration to preclude the possibility of slight decarboxylation during 
autoclaving, are shown in Table IV. It will be noted that the response of 
mutant 4540 to 500 7 of quinolinic acid was greater at the lower pH. That 
the response of mutant 4540 is not due to nicotinic acid present in the 

Table IV 


Utilizalion of Quinolinic Acid by Nicotinic Acid-Requiring Mutants of N. crassa 


Supplement per 10 ml. medium 

1 Weight of myccliam after S days groxth 

1 Mutant 5416 

Mutant 4540 

Nicotinic &dd 

Quinolinic add 

pH 3.3 

pH 3.1 

pH 3.3 

pH 3.1 

7 

7 

mg. 

mg. 

nr. 

mg. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

16.6 

0.6 

3.0 

0.5 

5 

0 

40.0 

44.9 

30.9 

39.3 

10 

0 

63.3 

59.8 

40.5 

59.1 

25 

0 

39.7 

78.5 

43.4 

62.3 

0 

500 

0 

0 

71.8 

2.4 

0 

2,500 

0 

0 

71.5 

86.9 

0 

10,000 

0 

0 

77.6 

90.1 

2 

2,500 

19.3 

4.5 

59.9 

88.0 


quinolinic acid is indicated by the failure of mutant 3416 to respond to 
high concentrations and by the results of assays of the quinolinic acid 
used with L. arabinosm. 10 mg. of the quinolinic acid contained less than 
0.2 7 of nicotinic acid as an impurity. 

The possible significance of this low activity of quinolinic acid for N. 
crassa 4540 is emphasized by the fact that quinolinic acid was produced in 
the medium when mutant 3416 was grown in the presence of suboptimum 
quantities of nicotinamide. This mutant was grown for 6 days in 5 liters 
of basal medium (18) containing 2.5 mg. of nicotinamide at pH 5.5 in a 20 
liter carboy. A stream of filtered air was used to aerate the cultme. At 
the end of 4 days growth, analysis of an aliquot indicated that only a trace 
of nicotinamide remained, but 92 mg. of nicotinic acid activity were found 
followiag acetic acid treatment. After 2 more days the mycelium was re- 
moved by filtration and after drying weighed 16.2 gm. The medium con- 
tained 158 mg. of quinolinic acid, 37 mg. of which were isolated by the 
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procedure wliich lias been described for rat urine (12), The active com- 
pound exhibited the same behavior as did quinolinic acid in each step of 
the isolation procedure. It was further identified by melting point, mixed 
melting point, ultraviolet absorption spectnim, and biological activity fol- 
lowing decarboxjdation. 


DISCUSSION 

f IVhile these results do not prove conclusively that the transformation 
of tryptophan through 3-hydroxyanthranilic acid to nicotinic acid or its 
amide proceeds through quinolinic acid, they do strongly suggest this pos- 
sibiUty. The fact that tryptophan has been found only approximately 2 
per cent as effective as nicotinic acid in promoting the growth of rats re- 
ceiving 9 per cent casein rations (19) and the rather small extent to which 
administered trjqitophan can be recovered as urinary nicotinic acid and 
related compounds have led to the view that the over-all conversion of 
tryptophan to nicotinic acid is veiy inefficient. The similar low order of 
activity of 3-hydroxyantliranilic acid (9) would suggest that the limiting 
reaction in the series from tryptophan to nicotinic acid is between 3-by- 
droxyanthranilic acid and nicotinic acid. The very rapid conversion of 
3-hydroxyanthranilic acid to quinolinic acid by rat liver slices and homog- 
enates (20) and the excretion of the major part of the administered quino- 
linic acid unchanged would suggest that the limiting reaction in the rat is 
the decarboxylation of quinolinic acid. It seems possible that the low ac- 
tivity of administered quinolinic acid may be the result of rapid excretion. 
Its slow formation from 3-hydroxyanthranilic acid vfithin certain cells may 
permit greater retention and more efficient decarboxylation than when it 
comes from an exogenous source. 

The accumulation of quinolinic acid in the medium of N. crassa 3416 
and its nicotinic acid activity for mutant 4540 lend support to the hypothe- 
sis that quinolinic acid is a true intermediate. On the other hand, quino- 
linic acid may result from a reaction, such as ring closure, of the true 
intermediate and the biological activity of quinolinic acid may be a result 
of the reversal of this reaction. 


SUMMARY 

1, A quantitative method for the determination of quinolinic acid in rat 
urine, involving decarboxylation to nicotinic acid, has been described. 

2. The injection of 1 mM per day of tryptophan or 3-hydroxyanthranilic 
acid into adult rats receiving a 9 per cent casein ration resulted in approxi- 
mately a 10-fold increase in the urinary excretion of nicotinic acid, 25- to 
100-fold increase in iV^-methylnicotinamide, and 100- to 300-fold increase 
in quinolinic acid. The urinary levels of all three metabolites decreased 
toward normal values when the injections were discontinued. When 0.02 
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mxi per day of quinolinic acid -was injected into j'oung groning rats, ap- 
proximatel}' SO per cent ■svas excreted unchanged. There was some in- 
crease in the excretion of nicotinic acid and A’^-methylnicotinamide. 

3. Trj-ptophan, 3-hydroxyanthranilic acid, quinolinic acid, and nico- 
tinic acid were compared mth regard to their abilitj' to support the growth 
of rats recei\*ing a 9 per cent casein-c3'stine-threonine diet. Intraperi- 
toneally, quinolinic acid was slightlj' inferior to and S-hj'droxj-anthranilic 
acid was more effective than triptophan. "^Mien the quinolinic acid was 
incorporated into the ration, it was found one-one hundredth to one- 
twentieth as active as nicotinic acid and less than half as active as dl- 
triptophan. 

4. Quinolinic acid was isolated in relativelj’^ large amounts from the me- 
dium in which mutant 3416 of Neurospora crassa had grown with subopti- 
mum levels of nicotinamide. Neurospora mutant 4540 utilized quinolinic 
acid as a source of nicotinic acid onlj' when the concentration in the me- 
dium was approrimately 0.05 mg. per ml. 

5. The question of the possible intermediary role of quinolinic acid in 
the conversion of tryptophan to nicotinic acid is discussed. 
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111. FORMATION FROM 3-m’DROXA"ANTHRANILIC ACID BY RAT 
LIMSR PREPARATIONS 

By L. M. HENDERSON and G. B. R.ANL\SARMA 

(From the Division of Biochcjnislrn, h^otjes Laboratory of Chemistry, University of 

Illinois, Urbana) 

(Received for publication, July 18, 1949) 

The administration of tryptophan to the rat is followed promptly by 
marked increases in the urinary excretion of quinolinic acid (1, 2), N^- 
methylnicotinamide, and nicotinic acid (2-5). Experiments in which the 
intestinal tracts have been removed surgically indicate that the conversion 
of tryptophan to these metabolites occurs largel 3 ' in the tissues and is not 
influenced by the intestinal microflora (6, 7). 

Hurt el al. (8) reported studies in vitro wliich showed that the incubation 
of tryptophan with liver slices increased the nicotinic acid content as 
determined by analj'sis vnth Lactobacillus arabinosus following autoclaving 
for 1 hour with 1 n sulfuric acid. Schweigert (9) demonstrated the con- 
version of 3-hydroxyanthranilic acid bj’’ liver slices to a compound which 
becomes active for L. arabinosus when autoclaved with 1 x suKuric acid. 
The results reported here show that the active substance formed imder 
these conditions is primarily, and probably entirely quinohnic acid, which 
was partially decarboxylated by the hydrolysis procedure emplo 3 ’’ed by the 
above workers. No increase in the nicotinic acid or quinolinic acid con- 
tent of liver slices could be demonstrated when they were incubated with 
low concentrations of tryptophan or kynurenine. 

EXPERIJIENT.4I. AND RESULTS 

Methods — Standard procedures were used for preparing and incubating 
preparations of rat liver. The animals were exsanguinated and the liver 
rapidly removed, chilled, and sliced or homogenized with a Potter-Elvehj- 
em homogenizer in cold Krebs-Ringer phosphate buffer. Substrates 
were added to 3 ml. of buffer, at pH 7.2, containing sUces or homogenate 
at 37° in Warburg flasks or test-tubes. After being shaken slowly for 
definite periods of time, exposed to the atmosphere, the contents were re- 
moved, placed in a boiling water bath for 3 minutes, homogenized, and 
diluted to 10 ml. with distilled water. Aliquots were removed for determi- 
nation of nicotinic acid and quinolinic acid (10). 

Isolation of Product — ^The properties of the substance formed when liver 
slices are incubated with 3-hydroxyanthranilic acid suggested that it was 
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quinolinic acid. In particular, the slow formation of nicotinic acid during 
autoclaving with 1 n sulfuric acid and the rapid reaction on heating wth 
acetic acid corresponded well with the behavior of quinolinic acid. That 
the product is quinolinic acid was proved by the isolation of this com- 
pound from an incubation mixture. 

100 mg. of 3-hydroxyanthranilic acid were incubated for 25 minutes at 
37° with 10.4 gm. of homogenized rat liver in 200 ml. of Krebs-Ringer 
phosphate buffer in a 2 liter Erlenmeyer flask with intermittent shaking. 
An additional 4.6 gm. of freshly homogenized liver were then added and 
the incubation continued for 15 minutes. The mixture was heated on a 
steam bath for 10 minutes, filtered, and the filtrate and washings were 
diluted to 250 ml. The solution contained 2.0 mg. of nicotinic acid and 
48.5 mg. of quinolinic acid. After dilution to 1 liter, the solution was 
adjusted to pH 1.2 with concentrated hydrochloric acid and stirred wth 
25 gra. of norit for 1 hour. The quinolinic acid was eluted from the norit 
with 1 liter of 0.1 n ammonium hydroxide and the filtrate was concentrated 
to dryness. The residue weighed 780 mg.; it contained 38.3 mg. of quino- 
linic acid but no nicotinic acid. The white solid was dissolved in 25 
ml. of methanol adjusted to pH 2 and chromatographed on 50 gm. of 
alumina in an 11 cm. column (2). After being washed with 300 ml. of 
methanol and 400 ml. of distilled water, the column was developed with 
approximately 0.03 n ammonium hydroxide. The fraction coming from 
the column from pH 8.7 to 9.6 gave a slight test with ferrous sulfate and 
contained 29.5 mg. of quinolinic acid. This corresponded to 49.5 per 
cent pure diammonium salt. After conversion to the free acid by addition 
of hydrochloric acid to pH 2, the product was dried in vacuo and crystal- 
lized from 40 per cent acetic acid. After recrystallization from the same 
solvent, approximately 4 mg. of crystalline quinolinic acid were obtained. 
On the micro block, the crystals lost their luster and began to sublime at 
165-170°; at 187-188° they melted and promptly formed new crystals 
which melted at 225-230° with sublimation when heated rapidly. There 
was no alteration of this behavior when the substance was mixed with 
authentic quinolinic acid. The ultraviolet absorption spectrum agreed 
closely with that of quinolinic acid. Autoclaving with glacial acetic acid 
resulted in the theoretical quantity of nicotinic acid. These fi ndi ng s are 
considered proof that the product formed by the action of liver prepara- 
tions on 3-hydroxyanthranilic acid is quinolinic acid. 

Studies with Liver Slices and Hennogenates — The results of an experiment 
designed to determine the effect of various reagents on the release or for- 
mation of nicotinic acid from incubated liver slices are summarized in 
Table I. Following incubation under the conditions indicated above, 
aliquots were removed and treated in various ways prior to the determina- 
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tion of nicotinic acid in each. Strong alkali had no effect on the nicotinic 
acid content. Likewise in the control flasks (Nos. 1 and 2) to which no 
substrate was added, neither acetic acid nor sulfuric acid treatment affected 
the values signiflcantlj*. Incubation of the slices with 3-hydroxyanthra- 
nilic acid or quinolinic acid did not influence the “free” nicotinic acid con- 
tent. That quinolinic acid or some similar compound was formed in Flask 
3 is evident from the results of analysis following autoclaving with acetic 
acid. In Flask 4, more than SO per cent of the quinolinic acid added was 
recovered after incubation for 3 hours. The results with the sulfuric 
acid-treated aliquots indicate that the slight conversion of 3-hydroxyan- 
thranilic acid to nicotinic acid, reported by Schweigert (9), was the result of 
partial decarboxjdation of quinolinic acid by the procedure employed for 
releasing the nicotinic acid. When samples were autoclaved for 30 minutes 


Table I 

Nicolinic Acid and Quinolinic Acid Content of Rat Liver Slices Incubated with 
S-Hydroxyanthranilic Acid 



i 

Fresh 
weight of 
slices 

Nicotinic add per fiasb 

FUst No. 

Substrate added and incubation time 

No 

treament 

1 nNsOH 
autoclaved 
IS mic. 

Acetic 

acid 

autoclaved 
2 hrs. 

IkHjSOi 
autodaved 
30 min. 



mg. 

y 

7 

7 

7 

1 

None, Boiled, No incubation 

358 

44.8 

44.0 

51.5 

44.5 

2 

None, incubated 3 hrs. 

329 

42.0 

42.3 

45.5 

44.7 

3 

2 pM 3-hydroxyanthranilio 
acid incubated 3 hrs. 

349 

! 

49.2 

47.5 

222 

58.2 

4 

2 /lii quinolinic acid, incu- 
bated 3 hrs. 

386 

53.7 

51.5 

257 

72.0 


with 1 N sulfuric acid, the results were in good agreement with those he has 
published.^ 

When n-tryptophan and kynurenine were incubated with the liver 
slices, no increase in their nicotinic acid or quinolinic acid content resulted 
(Table II), while, in the same experiment, 50 per cent of the 3-hydroxyan- 
thranilic acid was converted to quinolinic acid and 95 per cent of the 
quinolinic acid added as a substrate was recovered unchanged. There 
was no evidence that nicotinic acid was formed during incubation with 
any of the substrates. In Flasks 1, 2, 3, and 7, some increase in the nico- 
tinic acid values resulted from the acetic acid treatment, suggesting that 
the fresh liver contained a small amount of quinolinic acid. 

* In a private communication Dr. Schweigert has stated that in more recent ex- 
periments acetic acid was much more effective than sulfuric acid in forming the 
nicotinic acid-like substance (or substances) he has measured. 
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Tabld II 


Nicotinic Acid and Quinolinic Acid Content of Rat Liver Slices As Affected by 
Incubation for S Hours with Various Subslralcs 


Flask No. 

Substrate added 

Frcsli 
weiKht of 
slices 

Nicotinic acid per flask 

No, 

Ircnlmcnt 

Acetic 

acid 

autoclaved 
2 hrs. 

Increase from 
acetic acid 
treatment* 




7 

1 

7 

7 

1 

None 

208 

38.0 

42.5 

4.5 

2 

2 ixn L-tr 5 'ptoplian 

287 

36.7 

43.3 

6.6 

3 

2 “ kynurenino 

382 

49.5 

54.5 

5.0 

4 

2 “ 3-hydroxyanthranilic acid 

453 

67.8 

182 

124 (51%) 

5 

2 “ quinolinic acid 

366 

45.5 

279 

233 (95%) 

6 ! 

2 " 3 - liydroxyanthranilic acid 

0 

0 

0 

0 


(no liver) 





7 

None, boiled at 0 time 

362 

38.8 

51.3 

12.5 


* To convert to quinolinic acid multiply by 1.36. 


Table III 


Effect of Time and Weight of Liver on Conversion of S-Hydroxyanthranilic Acid to 

Quinolinic Acid 


Experi- 

Flask 

No. 

Fresh 




Nicotinic acid per flask 

ment 

No. 

weight of 
liver used 

Substrate 

period 

Type of preparation 

No 

treatment 

Autoclaved 

2 hrs. wito 
acetic acid 

1 

1 

mg, 

306 

2 

min. 

Boiled 

Slices 

7 

40.9 

7 

49.5 


2 

286 

2 

0 time 
6 

cr 

35.0 

170 


3 

302 

2 

11 

<i 

40.8 

158 


4 

317 

2 

30 

(C 

40.2 

159 


5 

312 

2 

60 


43.2 

164 


6 

300 

2 

60 

Homogenate 

42.5 

140 

2 

1 

300 

0 

0 

CC 

42.5 

53.0 


2 

300 

0 

60 

(C 

51.5 

56.3 


3 

300 

2 

5 

u 

49.8 

198 


4 

300 

2 

30 

<c 

50.8 

184 


5 

100 

2 

5 

(C 

18.1 

160 


6 

100 

2 

30 


17.0 

226 


7 

50 

2 

5 

n 

9.3 

120 


8 

50 

2 

60 

(( 

8.8 

252 


9 

300 

2* 

30 

(( 

62.0 

267 


10 

300 

2* 

60 

ti 

52.0 

265 


* Quinolinic acid. 
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Preliminarj' studies of tlic reaction rate and a comparison of results 
obtained -with slices and homogenates are reported in Table III. In 
Experiment 1, in which approximatcb" 300 mg., wet weight, of liver and 
2 iM of substrate were used, G minutes of incubation resulted in as much 
conversion as longer periods. Tlie homogenate was ncarlj’- as active as 
were slices. Experiment 2 was performed with the homogenate of the liver 
of a normal, adult rat. With 300 mg. of tissue, maximum conversion re- 
sulted in 5 minutes; with 100 mg. of tissue, 30 minutes gave higher values 
than did 5 minutes; and with 50 mg. of liver, GO minutes of incubation 
resulted in more oxidation of the substrate than did 5 minutes. That a 
very active enzjTne sj'stem is involved is indicated by the fact that 50 mg. 
of tissue converted nearly 1 /iM of 3-h3'dro.\yanthranilic acid to quinolinic 
acid in 5 minutes. As with slices, most of the quinolinic acid added was 
recovered unchanged. There appeared to be somewhat more “free” nico- 
tinic acid present, especiallj’’ following the longer periods of incubation, 
but from these data it is not possible to determine whether it is formed from 
quinolinic acid or is released from other compounds during incubation. 

DISCUSSION 

These experiments in vitro provide substantiating evidence that 3- 
hydroxyanthranilic acid, an intermediate in the sjmthesis of nicotinic acid 
by Neurospora, is converted to quinolinic acid by animal tissues, and fur- 
ther suggest that quinolinic acid is an intermediate in the established con- 
vereion of tryptophan to nicotinic acid. Some of the findings reported 
here are at variance with those of Hurt et al. (8), since little, if any, nicotinic 
acid was formed during incubation of liver preparations with tr3q)tophan, 
kynurenine, 3-hydroxyanthranilic acid, or quinolinic acid. It seems likely 
that these workers were determining a small portion of the quinolinic acid 
which was decarboxylated by their hj’^drolytic treatment. It is not e\’ident 
why they observed increased sjmthesis of nicotinic acid-fike compounds 
when tryptophan was added, whereas, imder the conditions of our experi- 
ments, no measurable increase occurred. Under very similar experimental 
conditions, Schweigert (9) also observed no conversion of trjqjtophan to 
nicotinic acid derivatives. 


STOIMART 

1. Quinolinic acid is formed when 3-hydroxyanthranilic acid is incubated 
with rat liver slices or homogenates. This compound was isolated and 
identified by melting point, ultraviolet absorption spectrum, and biological 
activity foUounng decarboxjdation to nicotinic acid. 

2. Incubation of liver slices with tryptophan, kynurenine, S-hj’-droxj’-an- 
thranilic acid, or quinolinic acid did not increase their “free” nicotinic 
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acid content significantly. 3-HydroxyanthraniIic acid was the only sub- 
strate tested which gave a measurable increase in the quinolinic acid con- 
tent of liver slices. Rat liver contains small amounts of quinolinic acid or 
other substances which become active for Lactobacillus arabinosus when 
autoclaved for 2 hours with glacial acetic acid. 
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PHOSPHORIC ESTERS OF BIOLOGICAL IMPORTANCE 


II. THE SYNTHESIS OF GLUCOSE-6-PHOSPHATE FROM 1,2- 
ISOPROPYLIDENE-S,6.ANHYDRO-d-GLUCOFURANOSE» 

Bt GEORGE P. LAMPSON and HENRY A. LARDY 

{From the Department of Biochemistry, College of Agriculture, University of 
Wisconsin, Madison) 

(Received for publication, July 15, 1949) 

Ohle and coworkers (2-7), in tlieir investigations of reactions of 1,2-iso- 
propylidene-5 , G-anhydro-n-glucofuranose, found that a wide variety of acid 
and alkaline reagents would cleave the ethylene oxide ring with the at- 
tachment of the anionoid groups to carbon atom 6. Among others, the 
6-amino, 6-sulfhydryl, 6-halo, and 6-alkoxy derivatives were prepared. 
Their results suggested the possibility that the anhydro ring could also be 
cleaved by inorganic phosphate with the formation of the 6-phosphate 
ester. If such a synthesis could be achieved, it would lend itself exception- 
ally well to syntheses with radioactive phosphorus. The direct esterifica- 
tion would eliminate the necessity of converting the radioactive orthophos- 
phate to any of the variety of acid chlorides used currently for the synthesis 
of phosphoric esters. 

In our investigations of the reaction, l,2-isopropylidene-5,6-anhydro-D- 
glucofuranose was heated in an aqueous solution of various orthophosphate 
compounds; namely, phosphoric acid, monobasic phosphate, dibasic phos- 
phate, and tribasic phosphate. No esterification of inorganic phosphate 
into organic phosphate was observed with any of these reagents with the 
notable exception of dibasic phosphate. The failure of phosphoric acid 
and monobasic phosphate to esterify can be explained on the basis that, in 
an aqueous acid solution, scission of the anhydro ring usually results in 
the formation of free sugars without the attachment of any groups (8). 
The reason that dibasic phosphate cleaves the ring with the attachment of 
a phosphate group, while tribasic phosphate does not, is not so readily ex- 
plained. It is possible that, because the tribasic salt in solution has a high 
pH, the anhydro ring is cleaved without the attachment of a phosphate 
group as the result of a high concentration of hydroxyl ions. Dibasic phos- 
phate in solution is only slightly alkaline, with a much lower concentration 
of hydroxyl ions; thus there are relatively more phosphate anions to attack 
the carbonium ion formed at carbon atom 6. A possible mechanism of 
the reaction (9) is shown in the accompanying diagram. Another possi- 

* Published with the approval of the Director of the 'Wisconsin Agricultural Ex- 
periment Station. For Paper I of this series see Lardy and Fischer (1). Supported 
in part by a grant from the United States Public Health Service (RG 313). 

693 



694 


PHOSPHORIC ESTI5RS FROM ANHYDRO SUGARS 


bility is that complex formation between the anhydro sugar and orthophos- 
phate occurs prior to cleavage of the anh5’’dro ring. 

R 11 R 

HC lie 11+ IICOII 

\ > \ / I 

0 0: IlcCOPOr 

/ 

ibc H-C+ -f <- opojir 

The phosphorylating reaction was carried out bj" refluxing a solution con- 
taining equimolar concentrations of reactants, or an excess of phosphate, 
for 24 and 48 hours to determine the conditions for maximum uptake of 
inorganic phosphorus. The results are shown in Table I. 


Table I 

Influence of Time and Amount of Phosphate on Yield of Glucosc-6-phosphatc 


KiHP0» per mole anliydro sugar 

Time ot refluxing 

Per cent yield* 

moles 

hrs. 


1.0 

24 

40.1 

1.0 

48 

47.8 

1.8 

24 

61.0 

1.8 

48 

61.2 


* Calculated on the basis of orthophosphate disappearance. 


It was found that 1.8 moles of K2HPO4 per mole of the anhydroglucose 
derivative gave the best conditions for the reaction, since the esterification 
was practically complete at the end of 24 hours in the presence of an ex- 
cess of phosphate. Heating the reactants under pressure at 120^ did not 
increase the yield. By further increasing the molar concentration of ortho- 
phosphate a greater percentage of the anhydro compound was esterified, 
but the yield of glucose-6-phosphate isolated was not appreciably increased 
because of losses due to occlusion in the larger quantities of barium phos- 
phate. Increasing the relative quantity of the anhydro compound results 
in more complete esterification of the phosphate (10), but is not practical 
in large scale preparations of glucose-6-phosphate since the preparation of 
the starting material does not proceed with good yields (11). The isopro- 
pylidene group was removed by heating in dilute HBr and the phosphate 
ester was isolated as the barium salt. 

EXPERIMENTAL. 

l,2-Isoprop3didene-5,6-anhydro-n-glucofuranose was prepared^ accord- 
ing to Ohie and Vargha (11). 1.9 gm. of the anhydro sugar derivative 

y We are indebted to Dr. Harry L. Willard of the Corn Products Refining Com- 
pany for generous supplies of 1,2-isopropylidene-D-gluoofuranose. 
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(0.01 mole) were added to 3.1 gm. of KjHPO* (0.018 mole) dissolved in 
50 cc. of vater in a round bottom flask. After refluxing for 24 hours the 
reaction mixture was cooled, HBr was added to about pH 1, and the solu- 
tion was heated on the steam bath for 20 to 30 minutes to split off the 
isopropylidene group (positive Fehling’s test). The mixture was cooled, 
and pulverized Ba(OH )2 was added to neutrality. The barium phosphate 
was centrifuged, washed twice with 25 cc. portions of distilled water, and 
the supernatant solutions were combined. The isolation and drying of 
the barium salt of glucose-6-phosphate were carried out according to the 
procedure of Lardy and Fischer (1). 4 volumes of 95 per cent ethanol were 
added, and, after the precipitate had settled, the supernatant hquor was 
decanted. The barium salt was centrifuged and washed in succession with 
95 per cent ethanol, absolute ethanol, 75 per cent ethanol-25 per cent ether, 
25 per cent ethanol-75 per cent ether, and finally with dry ether. 

After being dried in air, the barium gIucose-6-phosphate was dissolved 
by extraction with three successive portions of distilled water. To the 
clear filtrate, 4 volumes of ethanol were added and the product was sepa- 
rated and dried as above. The final drying was in vacuo over PjOs. 

The yield was 1.52 gm. (41 per cent of the theory) of the barium salt, 
which was free of inorganic phosphate and was 90 per cent pure on the 
basis of its organic phosphorus content. Its rotation (purity based on P 
content) was = -(-16.3°. 

The dried salt probably retains water. The analyses correspond with a 
salt containing 2.5 moles of HjO. 

CtHnOsPBa (395.5). Calculated. Ba 34.7, P 7.83 

CtHnO,PBa-2.5HiO (440.5). “ “31.1, “7.04 

Found. “31.1, “7.05 

Barium w^as determined by the colorimetric procedure of Frediani and 
Babler (12), adapted to the Evelyn colorimeter. 

The biological activity of glucose-6-phosphate prepared by this method 
was practically identical with that of the same compoimd prepared from 
l,2,3,4-tetraacetyl-)3-D-glucopyranose (1) when used as a substrate for 
phosphohexokinase (13). 

SUMMARY 

A new procedure is described for the synthesis of glucose-6-phosphate. 
The ethylene oxide ring of l,2-isopropylidene-5,6-anhydro-D-glucofurano5e 
was cleaved by dibasic phosphate in w’ater at 100° with esterification of 
phosphate to the terminal carbon atom. The over-all yield, starting from 
glucose, is not as good as that realized in the method described by Lardy 
and Fischer. The procedure is better adapted, however, to syntheses in- 
volving radioactive phosphorus, since the latter can be used directly in the 
orthophosphate foim. 
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III. THE SYNTHESIS OF PROPANEDIOL PHOSPHATE* 

Bt GEORGE P. LAMPSON and HENRY A. LARDY 

(From Ihc Dc-parlmcnl of Biochemistry, College of Agriculture, University of 
Wisconsin, Madison) 

(Received for publication, July 15, 1949) 

In a recent publication Lindberg (1) reported the occurrence in brain of 
a new ester, propanediol phosphate, to the extent of 5 per cent of the acid- 
soluble organic phosphorus. Appreciable quantities were found also in 
rat liver and kidney and the eggs of certain marine forms. LePage (2) 
has isolated this ester from rat carcinoma. The interesting biological 
properties of the compound (1) have prompted us to develop a conven- 
ient method for its synthesis. 

Lindberg’s synthesis of propanediol phosphate from 1,2-propanediol and 
POClj resulted in a mixture of the racemic forms of both a- and /3-phos- 
phates, which would undoubtedly have much less activity than the natural 
ester. The method also gave very low yields, which made it difficult to 
obtain the ester in sufficient quantities for further study of its biological 
significance. 

In previous studies in this laboratory (3), a new method for the synthesis 
of glucose-6-phosphate was developed. Dipotassiiun phosphate was incor- 
porated directly into the ester by heating 5,6-anhydroisopropyIidene glu- 
cose with aqueous K2HPO4. Since the position of attachment of the phos- 
phate group, and also of a wide variety of other entering groups on cleavage 
of the anhydro ring (4), is on the terminal carbon atom, it seemed reason- 
able to assume that similar treatment of commercially available propylene 
oxide would yield the a-phosphoric ester of 1,2-propanediol. 

The reactions involved in the new synthesis and the isolation of the lead 
salt are shown in the accompanying diagram. 

The synthesis is especially convenient for the preparation of propanediol 
phosphate containing P’®, since K2HP’^04 may be employed directly. Un- 
der prescribed conditions complete conversion of inorganic orthophosphate 
to propanediol phosphate can be achieved. 

* Published with the approval of the Director of the Wisconsin Agricultural Ex- 
periment Station. Supported in part by a grant from the United States Public 
Health Service (RG 313). 
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EXPERIMENTAL 

1 ml. of propylene oxide^ was added to a solution of 3.3 gm, of K 2 HP 04 -- 
3 H 2 O (1:1 mole) in 24 ml. of water in a pressure bottle apparatus and 
placed on the steam bath for 12 hours. Aliquots for analysis of phosphorus 
uptake (5) were taken before and after heating the reactants. After 12 
hours, 62 per cent of the phosphate had been esterified. Prolonging the 
period of heating did not increase the amount of phosphate fixed. The 
reaction mixture was removed from the steam bath, cooled, and solid 
barium acetate was added to remove the unchanged phosphate. A little 
barium hydroxide solution was added to keep the mixture slightly alkaline. 

The barium phosphate was centrifuged, washed twice with a small 
amount of distilled water, and the supernatant solutions were combined. 
A few drops of barium hydroxide solution were added to test the complete- 

CHs 

I 

HC 

K=HP04 

/ 

H2C 

CH, CH, 

CHOH PbzCCiHjOslsOH CHOH 

I I 

CHzOPOiiBa CHsOPOsPb 

ness of precipitation. The water-soluble barium salt of the phosphoric 
ester was converted to the sparingly soluble lead salt according to the 
method of LePage (2). The clear solution was brought to pH 7.8 with 
dilute HNO3 and a filtered saturated solution of basic lead acetate was 
added. A fine white precipitate formed which was removed by centrifuga- 
tion, washed, and dried over PjOs in vacuo; yield, 2.8 gm. (54 per cent of 
theoretical) of the lead salt. 

The compound was characterized as follows: 


Theoretical Found 

per cent per cent 

Phosphorus 8.58 8.36 

Lead 57.3 56.5 

SyntheUc Isolated 

ester ester (1) 

P hydrolyzed in 3 hrs. in 1 n HCI at 99° 2.5 2.1 

P hydrolyzed in 30 min. in 0.5 n NaOH at 99° 0 0 


* Generously supplied by The Dow Chemical Company, Midland, Michigan. 


CHs 

( BafOH); 

CHOH (to remove 

I excess phos- 

CH2OPO3K2 phate) 
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Further studies on the conditions of the reaction were carried out in 
order to obtain a greater increase in phosphorus uptake for the synthesis 
of propanediol phosphate with radioactive phosphorus. Increasing the 
concentration of propylene oxide was tried in the hope that more of the in- 
organic phosphate could be esterified. The results of studies with various 
molar ratios of propylene oxide to K;HP 04 are shoum in Fig. 1. All reac- 
tions were carried out in duplicate under pressure in a similar concentra- 
tion of phosphate in water for the same period of heating (12 hours). 



MOLES of PROPYLENE OXIDE per MOLE of KgHPO^ 

Fig. 1. Influence of varying ratios of propylene oxide to phosphate on the esteri- 
ncation of phosphate. 

By having a large excess of propylene oxide (20 moles to 1), in the 
reaction mixture, it is possible to incorporate 100 per cent of the inorganic 
phosphorus into organic phosphoric ester. Thus, in one reaction step, 
radioactive phosphorus can be directly converted quantitatively into 1,2- 
propanediol-a-phosphate. The product formed when the molar concentra- 
tion of propylene oxide was increased to 20:1 was isolated as the lead salt 
and analyzed chemically to determine whether it was the same compound 
as that produced when the molar ratio of the reactants was 1 :1. The pro- 
cedure can be adapted as follows to the synthesis of propanediol phosphate 
containing 

2 ml. of propylene oxide were added to a solution of 0.33 gm. of K 2 HP 04 -- 
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3 H 2 O dissolved in 5 ml. of distilled water in a pressure bottle apparatus 
and placed on the steam bath for 12 hours. Since the analyses showed a 
complete disappearance of orthophosphate from the reaction mixture, no 
addition of barium acetate was necessary to remove unchanged phosphate. 
After the reaction mixture had been cooled and the pH adjusted to 7.8, 
2 ml. of a filtered saturated solution of basic lead acetate were added. The 
lead salt of propanediol phosphate was removed by centrifugation, washed 
with a small quantity of distilled water, and dried over PjOb in vacno. The 
yield was 0.42 gm. (87 per cent of the theoretical). 

CjHjOsPPb (361.3). Calculated, P 8.58, Pb 57.3; found, P 8.45, Pb 66.9 

After hydrolysis for 3 hours in 1 n HCl at 99°, 2.3 per cent of the phos- 
phorus was liberated, indicating that the compound is the same as that 
described in the previous data. 


SUMIURY 

A new one step procedure is described for the synthesis of dl-1 , 2-propane- 
diol-a-phosphate from commercially available propylene oxide and K2HPO4. 
When an aqueous solution of the reactants is heated under pressure, the 
ethylene oxide ring is cleaved, with the attachment of a phosphate group. 

When the molar ratio of propylene oxide to K2HPO4 was increased to 
20 :1, quantitative esterification of the phosphate occurred. This procedure 
is especially adaptable to the synthesis of propanediol phosphate from 
radioactive phosphorus. 
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IV. THE SYNTHESIS AND BIOLOGICAL ACTIVITY OF d-TAGATOSE-6- 

PHOSPHATE* 

By EZRA L. TOTTONf and HENRY A. LARDY 

(From the Dcpartvicnl of Biochcmislry, College of AgricuUure, Universily of 
TFisconsin, Madison) 

(Received for publication, August 4, 1949) 

A metabolic pathtvaj’’ bj’ which glucose, fructose, and mannose are metab- 
olized in mammalian tissue has been elucidated. This is not the case, 
however, for galactose, a sugar whose metabolic significance is e%Tnced by 
the fact that it provides half of the dietarj' supply of carbohydrate for most 
young mammals and is usuallj’^ present in the diet of man throughout his 
life. 

Galactose is converted to galactose-l-phosphate in animal and yeast 
cells, as shown by the work of Kosterlitz (1) and Trucco et al. (2). Galac- 
tose-l-phosphate is converted into phosphorylated derivatives, presmnably 
of glucose and fructose, as demonstrated by Grant (3) and Caputto et al. 
(4), but little is known about the mechanism of this conversion. 

One of the earliest theories advanced for the mechanism of this conver- 
sion was that inversion took place at carbon atom 4 of galactose, pos- 
sibly by phosphoi^dation and subsequent formation of anhydro sugar. 
Trucco el al. (2, 4) have been the most recent proponents of this theory. 
However, no investigations yet reported give any definite knowledge of the 
pathway of this conversion, and Peat (5) has recently questioned the like- 
lihood of its occurrence. 

We have undertaken an investigation of the metabolism of n-tagatose-fi- 
phosphate. Tagatose bears the same relationship to galactose as fructose 
does to glucose, and it is well known that fructose-6-phosphato is an in- 
termediate in glucose metabolism. We wished especially to determine 
whether tagatose-6-phosphate might be enzymatically phosphorylated to 
a 1,6-diphosphate, as is fructose-6-phosphate. For, if such a diphosphate 
were to be cleaved by an aldolase, the same two trioses, dihydroxyacetone 
phosphate and n-glyceraldehyde-S-phosphate, would be formed as from 
fructose diphosphate. Such, indeed, has now been found to be the case 

* Published with the approval of the Director of the 'Wisconsin Agricultural Ex- 
periment Station. Supported in part by the United States Public Health Service 
(RG 313). 

t Present address. Department of Chemistry, North Carolina College, Durham, 
North Carolina. 
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and it is tempting to speculate that it is at the triose phosphate stage that 
galactose metabolism joins a common pathway with the other metabolizable 
hexoses. Although tagatose-6-phosphate is metabolized by tissue extracts, 
it has yet to be detemined whether this compound is an intermediate in galac- 
tose metabolism. 

D-Tagatose-6-phosphate was synthesized by a procedure outlined in the 
accompanying diagram. The starting material, n-tagatose (6), was con- 


(CH3)sC 

{GKz),C 


'OCH 2 
'OC — 


^OCH 
'^OCH 
HCO- 
CH 2 OH 
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(CH3)3C< 
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^OCH 
^OCH 
HCO — 
HsCOPOsHs 


Mp. 92° 
[a]” = 43.6° 


(III) 


verted to 1,2,3,4-diisopropylidene-D-tagatose (7) and the latter was phos- 
phorylated with diphenyl chlorophosphonate (8) . The crystalline 1 , 2 , 3 , 4- 
diisopropylidene-D-tagatofuranose-6-diphenyl phosphate (II) was converted 
to l,2,3,4-diisopropylidene-D-tagatofuranose-6-phosphoric acid (III) by 
reductive cleavage of the phenyl groups with hydrogen in the presence of 
Adams’ catalyst (9). This free acid was crystallized from pentane. For 
preparative purposes III is not isolated but is converted directly to 
tagatose-6-phosphate. The isopropylidene groups were removed from III 
by acid hydrolysis (a water solution of III was sufEciently acid) and the 
D-tagatose-6-phosphate was isolated as the barium salt (IV). 
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For biological experimentation, the barium salt of D-tagatose-6-phosphate 
was converted in solution to the sodium or potassium salt. D-Tagatose-6- 
phosphate was found to be phosphorj'latcd by a dialyzed, lyophilized ex- 
tract of beef brain at approximate!}' the same rate as was glucose-6-phos- 
phate. Comparative rates of phosphorj'Iation are shown in Fig. 1. The 
products of enzj'matic phosphorj'lation were not characterized, but pre- 



Fig. 1. Phosphorylation of tagatose-6-phosphate, glucose-6-phosphate, and 
glucose by lyophilized, dialyzed beef brain extract. Adenosine triphosphate 0.0024 
M; Mg^+ 0.008 m; hexose or hexose monophosphates 0.01 Ji; 6 mg. of brain prepara- 
tion per flask; final volume 3 ml.; T = 37°. For details see Weibelhaus and Lardy 
( 12 ). 

sumably a tagatose diphosphate is formed. The brain preparation contains 
aldolase and an appreciable quantity of triose phosphate accumulates in 
the reaction mixture. Preliminary data indicate that the triose phosphate 
arises from a barium-insoluble (hexose diphosphate?) ester. Studies on 
the metabolism of the tagatose phosphates and their possible role in galac- 
tose metabolism are in progress. 

EXPERIMENTAL 

1 ,8 ,S j/f-Diisopropylidene-D-Tagatose-G-Diphenyl Phosphate {IT ) — ^To 1.5 
gm. (0.0057 mole) of 1,2,3,4-diisopropylidene-D-tagatose (I), in 14 ml. 
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of cold dry pyridine, 1.5 ml. (0.007 mole) of diphenyl chloropliosphonate 
were added dropwise. After the reaction mixture had remained at 0° for 30 
minutes, it was placed in the cold room at 5° for 24 hours. The reaction 
mixture was poured onto 200 ml. of finely cracked ice while being rapidly 
stirred. The stirring was continued for 30 minutes and the mixture ex- 
tracted with 125 ml. of chloroform. Tlie chloroform solution was washed 
first with 25 ml. of dilute PICl and four times with a total of 100 ml. of dis- 
tilled water. It was dried over NacSOi (anhydrous) and concentrated 
under reduced pressure to a dry sirup. The sirup was taken up in 200 
ml. of absolute ethanol ; distilled water Avas added to turbidity, and, after 
scratching, the mixture Avas allowed to remain at 5° for 24 hours. The 
product crystallized in long silky needles. After tAA'o such recrystalliza- 
tions, the product weighed 2.5 gm. (8G per cent of theory); m.p. 
94-95°; [ajn = 32° (c = 2 in chlorofoim). Further recrystallization did 
not change the melting point or the rotation. 

Analysis— Cii'H.teOtV (492.5). Calculated. C 68.51, H 5,93, P 6.28 

Found. » 68.03, “ 6.12, “ 6.21 
“ 68.34, " 6.16, " 6.21 

1 ,2 ,8 ,4-DUsopropyUdene-T>-Tagatose-6-Phosphoric Acid (7/7)— A solu- 
tion of 1.3 gm. (0.0026 mole) of l,2,3,4'diisopropylidene-D-tagatose-6- 
diphenyl phosphate in 25 ml. of absolute ethanol Avas shaken Avith 0.12 
gm. of platinum catalyst (9) and hydrogen at a pressure slightly greater 
than atmospheric. The reaction stopped after the theoretical amount of 
hydrogen had been consumed (8 moles). The reaction Avas complete in 5 
hours. After removal of the catalyst by centrifugation, the alcoholic so- 
lution Avas concentrated to a sirap under reduced pressure. The product 
Avas obtained in crystalline form from 100 ml. of pentane. After remain- 
ing at 5° for 24 hours, the crystals were collected, AA^ashed with pentane, 
and dried over paraffin and calcium chloride; weight 0.300 gm. (33.4 per 
cent); m.p, 92°; = 43.6° (c = 0.5 in absolute ethanol). 

Analysis — CkHsiOsP (340.3). Calculated. C 42.33, H 6.22, P 9.11 

Found. “ 42.71, " 6.32, “ 9.17 

“ 9.17 

Barium-i>-Tagatose-6-Phosphate (IV) — 1 ,2,3, 4-Diisopropylidene-n-taga- 
tose-6-diphenyl phosphate (II) (2.5 gm.) was cleaved by reduction Avith 
hydrogen and platinum as above. The sirup was crystallized from pen- 
tane, and the pentane decanted but no further attempt Avas made to 
purify the product. The crystal sludge gave a negative Fehling’s test. 
15 ml. of distilled Avater were added to the crystals and the solution 
warmed on a steam bath for 3 minutes. The solution now gave a strongly 
positive Fehling’s test. Barium hydroxide solution (COa-free) was added 
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dropwise until the pH reached 10.2 and, after filtering, the solution (60 
ml.) was poured into 240 ml. of 95 per cent ethanol. The mixture was 
placed in the cold room at 5° for 24 hours. The mother liquor was de- 
canted, and the while amorphous precipitate was collected on the centri- 
fuge. It was washed once with absolute ethanol and once with each of 
the following absolute ethanol-ether mixtures, 80:20, 50:50, 20:80, and 
tnice with anhj'drous eth}’! ether. The dried product weighed 1.5 gm. 
(75 per cent), [a]“ = 5.65° (c = l.OG in water). 

Analysis'— CtHuO,PBa (395.5). Calculated. C 18.22, H 2.81, P 7.83 

Found. “ 17.58, “ 3.11, “ 7.83 

“ 7.84 

Biological Activity — ^The rate of phosphorylation of D-tagatose-6-phos- 
phate by adenosine triphosphate was measured by the manometric tech- 
nique of Colo'wick and Kalckar (10), with the dialyzed lyophilized beef 
brain preparation (12) as a source of phosphohexokinase. The curves in 
Fig. 1 show the comparative results of enz 3 Tnatic phosphorylation of glucose, 
D-tagatose-6-phosphate, and D-glucose-6-phosphate (11). D'Tagatose-6- 
phosphate was phosphorylated at approximately the same rate as glucose- 
6-phosphate, while glucose was phosphorylated more slowly, as was ex- 
pected (12). In similar experiments m which fructose-6-phosphate was 
also used as a substrate the reaction mixtures were analyzed for triose 
phosphate by treatment with 1 n NaOH at room temperature for 20 min- 
utes. With brain preparations, as much triose phosphate was formed per 
mole of tagatose-6-phosphate phosphorylated as was formed from fructose- 
6-phosphate following its conversion to fructose-1, 6-diphosphate. When 
extracts of acetone-powdered rat liver tumor were used as a source of 
phosphohexokinase and aldolase, triose phosphate was formed much more 
slowly when tagatose-6-phosphate was the substrate than when glucose-6- 
phosphate or fructose-6-phosphate was present. n-Tagatose (6) was not 
phosphorylated by brain hexokinase. 

SUMMARY 

A method for the synthesis of D-tagatose-6-phosphate is outlined. 

1.2.3.4- Diisopropylidene-D-tagatose was phosphorylated with diphenyl 
chlorophosphonate to give l,2,3,4-diisopropylidene-D-tagatose-6-diphenyl 
phosphate, which was cleaved with hydrogen and platinum to give 

1.2.3.4- diisopropylidene-D-tagatose'6-phosphoric acid. The isopropyli- 
dene groups were removed from the diisopropylidene phosphoric acid de- 
rivative by heating it in an aqueous solution, and the D-tagatose-6-phos- 
phate was isolated as the barium salt. 

* The usual diflSculties were experienced in obtaining quantitative yields of COj 
during combustion of the barium salt. 
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The biological activit}'- of the sodium salt of D-tagatosc-6-phosphate was 
determined with beef brain extract containing phosphohexoldnase and 
aldolase. n-Tagatose-G-phosphate was found to be phosphorylated by 
adenosine triphosphate at approximately the same rate as gIucose-6- 
phosphate. The product, presumably a tagatosc diphosphate, gives rise 
to triose phosphate. 
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A R^APID MICROMETHOD FOR ESTIMATION OF NON- 
VOLATILE ORGANIC IMATTER* 


Br ^LVRVr^r J. JOHNSON 

{From the Dcparlmcnl of Biochemisinj, College of Agriculture, University of 
II''jsconsin, Madison) 

(Received for publication, June 27, 1949) 

A number of different methods for determining the purity of enzymes 
or other biologically active compounds have been used. Expression of 
purity as activity units per gm. of diy weight is not as useful for routine 
work as activity per gm. of organic matter because of the inorganic salts 
often used in purification procedures, and because inconvemently large 
samples are needed unless great care is used in weighing. The following 
have been used to determine the purity of enzymes: total nitrogen (1), 
protein bj”^ Kjeldahl analysis (2), by the biuret reaction (3), or by ultra- 
violet absorption (4). The method described below is rapid and con- 
venient. A sample containing from 0.1 to 0.5 mg. of organic solids is 
required. The method has the additional advantage of responding to 
non-nitrogenous compounds. It has the disadvantage that it yields a 
somewhat arbitrary, although reproducible, figure. The method involves 
oxidation of the sample with dichromate in sulfuric acid, and determina- 
tion of the excess dichromate colorimetrically or titrimetrically. 

Determination of various organic compounds by measurement of di- 
chromate consumed has often been used. A standard method (5) for 
cellulose and the method of Bloor (6) for lipides, are examples. 

Reagents and Apparatus 

Only one reagent is needed. It is made by dissolving 5.00 gm. of 
Na2Cr207-2H20 in 20 ml. of water, and diluting to 1 liter with 95 per cent 
H2S04. The reagent is stored in a glass-stoppered bottle protected from 
dust. A photoelectric colorimeter is desirable. If such an instrument 
is not available, 0.005 n thiosulfate, prepared less than 2 horns before 
use by dilution of standard 0.1 N thiosulfate, is needed for titration of the 
excess dichromate. 


Procedure (Colorimetric Estimation) 

The aqueous sample, 0.4 ml. or less in volume, containing between 
100 and 500 y of organic solids, is pipetted into a test-tube. Sufficient 

* Published with the approval of the Director of the Wisconsin Agricultural 
Experiment Station. 
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Avater is added to bring the total volume to 0.4 ml. 1 ml. of oxidizing 
reagent is then added, and the contents of the tube AA’ell mixed. The tube 
is then heated in a boiling water bath for exactly 20 minutes, and cooled 
immediately. In addition to the samples, two blanks, with 0.4 ml. of water 
in place of the sample, are also heated. 30 ml. of water are added to 
each tube. To one of the blanks a small amount (roughly 10 mg.) of 
solid Xa 2 S 03 is added. A great excess over the amount necessary to 
reduce the dichromatc should be avoided. After mixing, the solutions in 
the tubes are read in a photoelectric colorimeter equipped AA'ith a 440 
mu filter. The reduced blank is set at 100 per cent transmission (zero 
extinction) and the remaining tubes read against it. 

Cdlculaiion 

The number of microequivalents (ml. of 0.001 n) of dichromate delivered 
by the 1 ml. pipette or burette used to add the oxidizing reagent to the 
sample is determined once for each lot of oxidizing reagent. (A con- 
venient procedure is to deliver ten or twenty 1 ml. portions of oxidizing 
reagent into a flask, dilute, add a crystal of KI, and titrate with 0.1 n 
thiosulfate.) The blank tube, containing this amount of dichromate, is 
used as a colorimetric standard fi’om which the amount of dichromate 
remaining in the sample tubes is calculated. Beer’s law has been found to 
hold. For each microequivalent of dichromate consumed by the sample, 
7 7 of organic matter are assumed to be present in the sample (see Table 

I). 

Titrimetric Procedure 

When a photometric instrument is not available, the samples and the 
blanlc, after heating, are rinsed into a flask with approximately 20 ml. 
of water, and, after addition of a small crystal of KI and thorough mixing, 
are titrated in the presence of starch indicator with 0.005 n thiosulfate. 
A reduced blank need not be prepared. The amount of organic matter in 
the sample is calculated from the titration difference between the blanlc 
and the sample on the assumption that 1 jueq. of thiosulfate is equivalent 
to 7 7 of organic solids. 

Interfering Compounds 

Aqueous samples containing organic solvents carmot be used without 
previous evaporation of the solvent. With such samples, the tube contain- 
ing the sample before addition of the oxidizing reagent, is placed in an ormn 
until completely dry. Any other drying method that avoids charring is 
satisfactory. Water (0.4 ml.) is then added, and the determination car- 
ried out as usual. It has been found that the very thin layer of organic 
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matter left in the tube after drjnng dissolves readily in the oxidizing re- 
agent, and the result is identical nnth that obtained on undried samples 
containing no organic solvent. 

It is obvious that samples containing inorganic reducing agents (sul- 
fite, cyanide, etc.) cannot be used. Organic reducing agents such as 
ascorbic acid or C3*steine do not interfere, but are merely determined as a 
part of the organic matter of the sample. 

Effect of Variations in Conditions 

Composition of Sample — ^Table I shows the number of micrograms of 
various biological materials corresponding to 1 /teq. of dichromate. It 
will he noted that the figure is relatively constant for carbohydrate and 

Table I 


Reduction Equivalents of Biological Materials 


ilatcrial 

WciEht of 
sample* 

Dichromatc j 
consumed 

ilicro^rams per 
MCQ dichromate 


y 



Bakers’ yeast 

524 

68.5 

7.65 

Casein 

398 

53.5 

7.45 

Blood serum (calf) 

451 

67.4 

6.70 

Sucrose . . 

408 

55.4 

7.38 

Corn-starch .... 

556 

78.4 

7.10 

Soy bean phospholipide 

300 

65.7 

4.56 

Butter fat (saponified) 

188.2 

50.0 

3.76 

CJorn oil “ 

1 

183.8 

51.7 

3.55 


* Dry, ash-free basis. 


protein materials. Lipides, however, give lower figures. With the ex- 
ception of phospholipides, however, such materials are not likely to be 
present in aqueous samples. The figure of 7.0 7 per neq. was arbitrarily 
adopted as being probably typical of the material most likely to be present 
in crude enzyme preparations. For some purposes, when the general 
type of organic matter present is known, it would be advantageous to use 
a factor experimentally determined for the type of material present. 

Amount of Sample — In Fig. 1, Curve A shows the relation between the 
size of the sample and the amount of dichromate consumed for sucrose and 
casein samples. The relation is linear to at least 500 7 of sample. 

Time of Heating — Curves B of Fig. 1 showthe effect ofvariations in heating 
time. It will be noted that after 20 minutes the rate of further oxida- 
tion is very small. In general, carbohydrate and lipide materials were 
found to be oxidized more rapidly than proteinaceous samples. 

Amount of Water Present — ^The volume of liquid sample to be used 
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(0.4 ml.) was selected because, at the water concentration thus obtained, 
oxidation is more rapid than at lower or higher water concentrations. 
The data show in Cuiwe C, Fig. 1, are in accord with the results obtained 
by Snethlage (7) on a number of pure organic compounds. 



Fig. 1. Effect of variables on oxidation of casein and sucrose. The oxidation 
conditions were those of the standard procedure unless otherwise specified. Sample 
weights are on the dry, ash-free basis. The total dichromate present was 97 /leq. 
Curve A, relation between weight of sample and amount of dichromate reduced. 
Curves B, effect of variation in heating time; sample, 408 y of sucrose or 398 y of 
casein. Curve C, effect of sample volume; sample, 381 y of casein. The heating 
time was reduced to 10 minutes to accentuate differences in oxidation rate. The 
amounts of dichromate reduced are plotted at twice their actual values. 

Reproducibility 

In the colorimetric procedure, when all samples are read in the same 
colorimeter tube on the Evelyn colorimeter, the average deviation of 
replicates from the mean has been approximately 0.5 per cent of the orig- 
inal dichromate present. In the titrimetric procedure, the deviations 
have been of the same magnitude, but determinations have not been run 
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over a period long enough to establish an accurate estimate of the vari- 
ability to be expected. 


SOSISIARY 

A rapid method for approximate determination of non-volatile organic 
matter (100 to 500 y) is described. The method involves colorimetric or 
titrimetric determination of dichromate remaining after the sample has 
partially reduced a sulfuric acid-dichromate oxidizing reagent. 

BinLioGiuvpnv 

1. Johnson, M. J., J. Biol. Chem., 137, 575 (1941). 

2. Herriott, R. M., J. Gen. Physiol., 21, 501 (1938). 

3. Green, A. A., and Cori, G. T., J. Biol. Chem., 161, 21 (1943). 

4. Herbert, D., Gordon, H., Subrahmanyan, V., and Green, D. E., Biochem. J., 34, 

1103 (1940). 

5. Methods for the analysis of pulp and pulp woods. Forest Products Laboratory, 

Forest Service, United States Department of Agriculture (1939). 

6. Bloor, tv. R., J. Biol. Chem., 77 , 53 (1928). 

7. Snethlage, H. C. S., Rec. Irav. chim. Pays-Bas, 56, 873 (1937). 




A COLORBIETRIC METHOD FOR THE ESTIMATION OF 
URACIL AND CYTOSINE* 

Bt morris SOODMv.t ANTHONY PIRCIO, akd LEOPOLD R. CERECEDO 
(From Ihc Dcparimcnl of Biochcmislry, Fordham University, New York) 
(Received for publication, June 22, 1949) 

Until recentl}', the estimation of uracil and cytosine has depended on 
isolation procedures, "with the exception of a manometric method for c 3 do- 
sine which is based upon the deamination of this pyrimidine by nitrous 
acid (1). Within the past 2 years, a microbiological method (2) and a 
spectrophotometric method (3-5) for the estimation of uracil, cytosine, and 
thymine have been reported. In addition, a colorimetric method for the 
determination of thymine is now available (6).' 

The method to be described below is based upon the fact that uracil and 
c5tosine, after bromination, reduce a uric acid reagent. Several workers 
in the past have studied the reactions of pyrimidines with the phenol and 
uric acid reagents (7-9). Our procedure may be considered to be an ex- 
tension of the Wheeler-Johnson test for uracil and cytosine (10). In their 
test, the pyrimidine, in aqueous solution, is treated with bromine water, 
the excess bromine removed by aeration, and a solution of barium hy- 
droxide is added. A purple precipitate is formed. We have found that, 
if after removal of the excess bromine, the uric acid reagent of Newton is 
added rmder the conditions described below, the reduction of the reagent 
becomes a quantitative measure of the pyrimidine present. Thus, 6 to 
33 y of uracil or cytosine may be determined. Thiouracil may also be 
estimated by this method. 

If we are dealing with a mixture of uracil and cji;osine, the cytosine 
may be completely removed by adsorption on Amberlite IR-IOO-H. This 
resin, however, also picks up a small quantity of uracil. For the quanti- 
tative analysis of both pyrimidines, the synthetic zeolite, Decalso, i? used 
as the adsorbent. It removes cytosine quantitatively, whereas uracil is 
not removed. 

EXPERIMENTAL 

Reagents — 

Uric acid reagent. The stock solution of the lithium arsenotungstate 
reagent of Newton (11). 

* A preliminarj' report of this investigation was presented before the Division of 
Biological Chemistry of the American Chemical Society at Chicago, September, 1946. 

f Present address. Biochemical Research Laboratory, Massachusetts General 
Hospital, Boston, M^sachusetts. 

* Pircio, A., and Cereoedo, L. R., unpublished work. 
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Urea-cyanide solution. A 2.5 per cent sodium cyanide solution contain- 
ing 25 per cent urea. 

Bromine water. A saturated solution of bromine in water. 

Standard p 3 ''rimidine solutions. Stock solutions (0.002 m) are prepared 
by dissolving pure cytosine monohydratc (25.8 mg.) and pure uracil 
(22.4 mg.) each in 100 ml. of distilled water. Dilute solutions for use are 
0.0002 M or 0.0003 m. 

Amberlite IR-IOO-H.^ 

Decalso.® This material is prepared for use as follows (12): The zeolite 
(60 to 80 mesh) is treated by stirring or shaldng for 15 minutes with four 
portions (each of 8 to 10 volumes) of a 3 per cent acetic acid solution. 
Between the third and fourth washing a 20 minute treatment with 4 
volumes of 25 per cent potassium chloride is carried out. The Decalso 
is then repeatedly washed with distilled water, filtered, air-dried, and 
bottled. 


Procedure 

The unlcnown containing between 0.05 and 0.3 mm of pyrimidine in 
neutral aqueous solution is measured into a test-tube calibrated to 25.0 
ml. The volume is brought to 2 ml. vdth distilled water, and 7 drops of 
bromine water are added. After standing for e.\'actly 5 minutes, the ex- 
cess bromine is removed by aeration, and the aeration tube rinsed down 
with approximately 3 ml. of water. 5 ml. of the urea-cyanide solution 
are added, followed by 1.5 ml. of Newton’s reagent. The tubes are shaken 
and allowed to stand for 1 hour or more for color development. After 
dilution to the 25 ml, mark, the solutions are read in the Evelyn photo- 
electric colorimeter with a 660 or 690 m^ filter. Standard solutions of the 
respective pyrimidine, as well as a reagent blank, are carried along with 
those of the unknown. All solutions should be kept at room temperature. 
Curves obeying the Beer-Lambert law are obtained when densities are 
plotted against the concentrations. The densities may vary with each 
batch of uric acid reagent. 


Results 

In Tables I to IV are presented the results of experiments carried out 
with pure standard solutions of the respective substances tested under the 
conditions outlined for the quantitative estimation of cytosine and uracil. 
Table I shows the color development before and after bromination of some 
of the more important pyrimidines. None of these substances reduce the 
uric acid reagent before bromination. It should be noted that thymine 

* Supplied by Eimer and Amend, New York. 

3 Supplied by The Permutit Company, New York. 
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and o-methj’lcjdosine are not chromogenic. All of the chromogenic com- 
pounds, uracil, cytosine, isocytosine, and thiouracil, obey the Beer-Lam- 
bert law. Thus, this method ■null serve to estimate these substances when 
the}' are present alone in solution. 

Table II shows the color produced by various halogenated pyrimidines 
related to uracil and cytosine. ISTiereas the monobromo derivatives of 
uracil and cytosine do not reduce the reagent, the dibromo compounds are 
active in this respect. Similar findings were reported by Wheeler and 


Table I 

Color Production by Various Pyrimidines of Biological Importance 
Concentration, 0.3 pM; filter, 6G0 idm. 


Substance 

Density (2 — log G), 
after bromination 

Uwcil 

0.99 

TKymine 

0 

Cytosine 

0.41 

5-Methylcytosine 

0 

Isocjtosine 

0.39 

Thiouracil 

0.36 



Table II 

Color Production by Certain Derivatives of Uracil and Cytosine 


Concentration, 0.3 #im; filter, 660 m^. 


Substance 

1 Densi^ {2 — log G) 

1 

Before bromination 

j After bromination 

5-Bronioviracil 

0 


5,5-Dibroiiiooxvhydrouracil 

0.92 


5,6-Dichlorooxyhydrouraoil 

0.14 


5-Broiiiocy tosine 

0 


1 



Johnson in coimection with their color test. They claimed that the colored 
product formed was the barium salt of dialuric acid, restdting from the 
alkaline hydrolysis of the dibromooxyhydrouracil (formed from both cyto- 
sine and uracil) to isodialuric acid and the rearrangement of the latter. 
Since, under the conditions of the quantitative method, neither isodialuric 
acid nor dialuric acid produces color in the same concentration range 
(either before or after bromination), as do cytosine and uracil, they cannot 
be the color-producing compounds formed from the cytosine and uracil. 
On the other hand, two facts indicate that the dibromooxyhydro deriva- 
tives of uracil and cytosine are directly responsible for the reduction of the 
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reagent. First, dibromooxyhydrouracil reduces the uric acid reagent to 
the same extent as does uracil when brominatcd under the conditions of 
the quantitative estimation. Second, Amberlite IR-IOO-H removes about 
85 per cent of the brominated cytosine compound but less than 10 per 
cent of the brominated uracil derivative, which strongly suggests that the 
cytosine derivative still retains its amino group. 

Interfering Substances 

The color production of some pyrimidines related to uracil and cytosine 
when subjected to the test is shovm in Table III. Of these, only 5-ni- 
trouracil and isobarbituric acid reduce the reagent in the 0.2 ajm range, 
and this activity is present only before bromination. Therefore, these 
compounds would not interfere after being carried through the regular 


Table III 

Color Production of So7ne Pyrimidines Related to Uracil and Cytosine 
Concentration, 0.3 mm; filter, 660 mn. 


Substance 


6-Nitrouracil 

Isodialuric acid. . , 

Dialuric acid 

Isobarbituric acid 
Barbituric acid . . . 
Alloxan 


Density (2 — log G) 

Before bromintition 

After bromination 

0.38 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1.05 

0.11 

0 

0 

0 

0 


bromination procedure. Since the test is based on the reduction of the 
arsenotungstate reagent by a compound capable of being oxidized simul- 
taneously, it is obvious that some of these substances are oxidized by the 
preliminary bromination to substances which are no longer able to reduce 
the reagent. Thus, 5-nitrouracil and isobarbituric acid lose their capacity 
to produce color after the treatment with bromine. This principle applies 
also to other compounds of biological interest, such as cysteine and reduced 
glutathione, which reduce the arsenotungstate reagent directly, but are 
oxidized on treatment with bromine. Similarly, uric acid loses its reducing 
capacity after bromination. 

Of the purines to be found in nucleic acid hydrolysates, namely, adenine 
and guanine, the former produces no color either before or after bromina- 
tion, whereas guanine, in 0.2 urn quantities, although producing little or 
no color directly with the arsenotungstate reagent, does give a significant 
reduction after bromination at pH 7. It has been found in this labora- 
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tory (13)' that the test can be applied to nucleic acid hydrolysates after 
removal of the purines with palladous cliloride (14). 

Analysis of Mixtures of Uracil and Cytosine 

In our preliminarj' communication, we reported what was thought to 
he a clear cut separation of cytosine from uracil by means of the resin 
Amberlite IR-IOO-H, which can rapidly and quantitatively remove mg. 
quantities of cjdosine. More recently, when an analytical grade of this 
resin, more finely dhnded than earlier samples, became available, the prob- 
lem of the separation of the two pyrimidines was investigated more care- 
fully. We found that under the conditions for the analysis of mixtures. 

Table IV 


Recovery of Cylosine and Uracil from Mixtures 


Coaposition of mixture (per 10 ml. of solution) 

Per cent recovery 

TJradl 

Cytosine 

Uradl 1 

1 

Cytosine 

PV 

PV 

j 


1.53 


100 


2.04 


102 


1.22 

0.34 

98 

103 

1.18 

1.64 

104 

106 

0.81 

0.69 

104 

91 

2.04 

1.71 

98 

97 

2.04 

1.71 

101 

96 

0.41 

1.03 

107 

94 

0.40 

1.44 

100 

101 


1.80 


98 


as specified below, from 5 to 10 per cent of the uracil was removed m addi- 
tion to the cytosine. Thus, while recoveries of uracil from mixtures are 
satisfactory, the values for cytosine become inaccurate, especially when we 
are dealing with mixtures in which the ratios of uracil to cytosine are 
large, because the optical density of luacil is about twice that of cytosine. 
This procedure may still be used, however, if one is interested only in 
ascertaining the amount of uracil present in a mixture. 

The conditions for the analysis of mixtures are as follows: Mixtures of 
cytosine and uracil containing 1.5 to 4 ins per 10 ml. of neutral aqueous 
solution are taken for analysis. 

Step 1 — A suitable aliquot (0.5 or 1 ml.) of the mixture is examined for 
its color production due to both uracil and cytosine according to the 
method described above. 

Step Z — 5 ml. of the mixture are placed in a 15 ml. centrifuge tube, 2 
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gm. of Decalso are added, and the tube is stoppered ivith a clean dry 
rubber stopper, and shaken for 5 minutes liy hand. The zeolite is then 
removed by centrifugation. 

Step S — suitable aliquot of the filtrate is taken for analysis. The 
color production is due to uracil alone. 

A blank and standards for uracil and cytosine are run along with the 
analyses of the unknowns. From the dilution factor in Step 3, the optical 
densitj'' of the uracil in 1 ml. of the original mixture is calculated and this 
value is subtracted from that obtained in Step 1. The difference corre- 
sponds to the density of cytosine in 1 ml. of the original mixture. 

The per cent recoveries for a series of mixtures analyzed in this manner 
are shown in Table IV. 

The above method has been used in this laboratory for the determination 
of the pyrimidine constituents of yeast ribonucleic acid (13), and of the 
cytosine content of a desoxyribonucleic acid.' 

SUMMARY” 

A colorimetric method for the determination of uracil and cytosine has 
been described. It is based upon the fact that these two pyrimidines, 
after bromination, reduce the uric acid reagent of Nevdon. 

The quantitative removal of cytosine by Amberlite IR-IOO-H makes 
possible the determination of uracil in mixtures of these pyrimidines, and 
with the aid of the zeolite Decalso both can be estimated. 
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A PEPTIDE FROM A ISIARINE ALGA* 


Br CHARLES A. DEKKER, DAVID STONE, t and JOSEPH S. FRUTON 
(From Ihc Dcparlmcnt of Physiological Chemistry, Yale University, New Haven) 

(Received for publication, August 16, 1949) 

Haas and Hill (1) have reported that aqueous extracts of the bro-mi 
marine alga Pelveiia canaliculata give a positive biuret reaction. These 
workers succeeded in isolating from such extracts a non-crystalline product 
which, on acid hj^drolysis, jdelded an appreciable quantity of glutamic 
acid of imstated configuration. They suggested, on the basis of a pre- 
liminary examination of the product, that it was an octapeptide but, in 
view of its impure state, refrained from further speculation as to its struc- 
ture. In subsequent publications (2, 3), these investigators described the 
isolation of amorphous preparations of peptides from extracts of several 
other marine algae. A variety of amino acids were identified after acid 
hydrolysis, and the ratio of amino N before and after hydrolysis suggested 
that the peptides had chain lengths ranging from 2 to 11 amino acid resi- 
dues. 

The present investigation had as its initial objective the determination 
of the configuration of the glutamic acid identified by Haas and Hill in 
hydrolysates of the peptide-like material from Pehetia canaliaulaia. Since 
this alga is not available in the United States, the closely related seaweed 
Pehetia fastigiata was selected for study. We are greatly indebted to Dr. 
Paul C. Silva of the Department of Botany, University of California, for 
the collection of a quantity of this material at La Jolla, California, in the 
middle of the littoral zone, on December 27, 1948. After collection, the 
seaweed was dried and shipped to New Haven. Since aqueous extracts 
were found to give a strong biuret reaction, an effort w-as made to isolate a 
peptide by the procedure of Haas and Hill (1). In view of the brevity of 
the description given by these authors, the method of preparation em- 
ployed in the present study is presented in greater detail in the experi- 
mental section. 

It was a source of some satisfaction that the method of Haas and Hill , 
when applied to extracts of Pelveiia fastigiata, led to the isolation of a sohd 
product, albeit of indefinite crystalline form. The product usually con- 
tained an appreciable quantity of inorganic matter (2 to 8 per cent), which 

* This study was aided by grants from the Rockefeller Foundation and from the 
American Cancer Society (on recommendation of the Committee on Growth of the 
National Research Cotmcil). 

t Predoctoral Fellow of the American Cancer Society. 
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could be largely removed by fractional precipitation with alcohol and ether, 
precipitation of sulfate ions with BnCb, and treatment with the cation 
exchange resin Amberlite IB-l. 

The data presented in the experimental section appear to justify the 
conclusion that the isolation procedure had yielded a single substance 
of reproducible elementary composition and optical activity. The sodium 
fusion test for the presence of sulfur, phosphonis, or halogens proved 
to be negative, and it may be assiuned, therefore, that the isolated ma- 
terial contains onl}"- carbon, hydrogen, oxygen, and nitrogen. The an- 
alyiiical data for the air-dried substance agree satisfactorily with the 
empirical formula CibHibOsNb. After being dried at 100° over PjOb in 
vacuo, the substance lost 1 molecule of water of crj'stallization per unit 
of the above elementary composition. The chemical studies to be de- 
scribed in what follows were conducted with samples of the substance 
that had been dried to constant weight in air. 

The substance was found to be acidic in nature, and an aqueous solu- 
tion had a pH of about 3. The determination of the neutral equivalent, 
by titration vdth 0,0147 n potassium hydroxide in 90 per cent ethanol 
(4), gave a value of 408 ± 4 (average of four determinations). It would 
appear, therefore, that the substance contains one titratable acidic group 
per unit of elementary composition CibHibObNb. 

An aqueous solution of the substance failed to give a color with ninhy- 
drin, and a quantitative determination of free a-amino acids by the mano- 
metric ninhydrin method (5) showed the preparation to contain no more 
than about 0.04 per cent carboxyl N. 

The presence of amide N was demonstrated by treatment wdth n sodium 
hydroxide in Conway vessels, according to the method of Warner and 
Cannan (6). In this manner, it was found that the substance contains 
6.9 per cent amide N ; the ratio of amide N to total N was 39.9 per cent. 
It may be concluded, therefore, that 2 of the 5 nitrogen atoms in the unit 
CieHasOsNs represent amide N. 

On treatment with nitrous acid (7), the substance gave an amount of 
Ns corresponding to only 0.56 per cent amino N (3 minute reaction period; 
average of three determinations). On the other hand, after treatment 
with aUcali as described in the preceding paragraph, the deamidated sub- 
stance reacted more extensively with nitrous acid; the ratio of amino 
N to total N was found to be 34 per cent. These data led to the conclusion 
that, for every 3 nitrogen atoms which remained after the deamidation 
of the substance, one was a free amino group; the slight reaction of the 
intact material with nitrous acid was interpreted as due to the slow for- 
mation of free amino groups in the coume of the determination. Evidence 
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for the correctness of this vievr vrill be presented in a later section of this 
communication. 

A sample of the substance was subjected to hydrolysis with 8 N hydro- 
chloric acid for 12 hours at 110°, and the hydrotysate was found to contain 
an amount of ammonia N which corresponded to 39.8 per cent of the 
total N. This value agrees satisfactorilj' with that obtained for the ratio 
of amide N to total N of the intact substance, and suggests that the am- 
monium ions in the hydrolysate arose from the cleavage of the amide 
groups. After removal of ammonia from the hydrolysate, the nitrogen 
which remained was found to be a-amino acid N, since it could be ac- 
counted for completely as carboxjd N by the ninhydrin method or as 
amino N by the nitrous acid method. 

Examination of the hydrob'sate by means of paper chromatography 
with phenol-KCN (8) showed the presence of a single ninhydrm-reactive 
spot -with a rate of migration identical with that of glutamic acid. Paper 
chromatography of another hj'drolj'sate, which had been heated at 110° 
for only 3 hours, showed the presence of glutamic acid and of a slower 
moving component with an Rf value identical with that of an authentic 
sample of a-L-glutam 3 i-L-glutamic acid (9). It was concluded, therefore, 
that the substance isolated from Pelvelia fastigiata was a peptide which, 
on complete acid hj^drolysis, jielded glutamic acid as the major product. 
Accordingly, a quantitative estimation of the glutamic acid content of 
the 12 hour hj'drolysate was performed by means of the glutamic acid 
decarboxylase of Escherichia coli (10), a generous sample of w^hich was 
kindly placed at our disposal by Dr. I. C. Gunsalus and Dr. M. J. Blish, 
and it was found that 95.8 per cent of the nitrogen of the hydrolysate, 
after removal of ammonia, was represented by n-glutamic acid N. The 
conclusion as to the configuration of the glutamic acid is based on the 
available data on the optical specificity of the bacterial amino acid decar- 
boxj'lases (11). In \Tew^ of the likelihood that slight racemization had 
occurred during acid hydrolysis (12), it appeared justifiable to conclude 
that the peptide contains only glutamic acid residues, and that they are all 
of the L configuration. Analysis of the glutamic acid content of the 
hydrolj’-sate by the method of Olcott (13) indicated that at least 81 per 
cent of the carboxjd N w'as represented by glutamic acid N. As shown by 
Kibrick (14), the completeness of the conversion of glutamic acid to pju- 
rolidonecarboxylic acid in this method depends greatly on the experimental 
conditions employed; this value can therefore only be considered as a 
minimal figiue for the glutamic acid content of the hydrolj^ate. Con- 
clusive evidence for the presence of n-glutamic acid in the acid hj^drclj^sate 
was provided bj' the isolation of a sample of n-glutamic acid hydrochloride 
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of the correct nitrogen content. The slightly low specific rotation ([a]^® 
= +26.2°) may be attributed to racemization in the course of acid hy- 
drolysis. 

The data at hand permit the formulation of the peptide isolated from 
Pelvetia fastigiata as L-pyiTolidonoyl-Q:-L-glutamin3d-L-glutamine (I). 

CO CO— NHj CO-NHs 

I I 1 

CHj CH. CII- 

I I I 

01+ CHj CI+ 

I I I 

NH— CH— CO ^NII— CH— CO ^NII— CH-COOII 

a) 

The presence of the pyiTolidonoyl group is indicated by the failure of 
the intact peptide to give a color with ninhydrin, thus showing that the 
peptide does not contain a free or-amino group. From the results pre- 
sented above, however, it must be concluded that a free a-amino group 
appears upon treatment of the peptide with alkali, and that the product 
of this reaction is a deamidated tripeptide composed of 3 L-glutamic acid 
residues. In view of the mild conditions employed for the deamidation, 
it appeared necessary to examine the behavior of a suitable model sub- 
stance of kno^vn structure, and pyrrolidonecarboxylic acid amide (IV) was 
selected for this purpose. 

CO— NHj 

I 

CHj 

1 

CHj 

I 

C eHsCHsO C 0-NH— C H— C 0— NH- 
(H) 


As is shown in the scheme, compound IV was prepared by the hydro- 
genolysis of carbobenzoxy-L-glutamic acid diamide (II) to yield L-glu- 
tamic acid diamide (III), which was then heated with water to effect 
cyclization. Fischer and Boehner (15) have reported the preparation of 
IV by the treatment of the ethyl ester of L-pyrrolidonecarboxylic acid with 


CO-NHs 

I 

CHs 

I 

CHs 

I 

NHs-CH— CO— NHs 
(HI) 



NH— CH— CO— NHs 
(IV) 



C. A. DEKKER, D. STONE, AND J. S. FRUTON 


723 


liquid ammonia. These authors stated that the product was strongly 
levorotatorj', but presented no analjdical data as to its elementary composi- 
tion. The procedure described in the present communication led to a 
racemic product, however, since it was opticallj* inactive and, on hj^droly- 
.sis, was converted to DL-glutamic acid. 

It was of interest to find that R'', on treatment with n NaOH under 
the conditions emploj^ed for the deamidation of the peptide, was converted 
to a product which had an amino group that reacted quantitatively in the 
nitrous acid determination. It may be concluded, therefore, that the 
pjTTolidone ring of R'’ had been opened by alkali, and this finding may be 
offered in support of the 'view that the peptide from Pelvclia fasiigiaia 
also contains suet a pjTrolidonoyl group. Furthermore, the intact pjT- 
rolidonecarboxjdic acid amide was found to react slightly with nitrous 
acid during the 3 minute period of treatment, and the amino N value 
indicated that the ring had been opened to the extent of about 11 per 
cent in the course of the determination. If structure I is accepted for 
the peptide, the amino N value of 0.56 per cent, mentioned earlier, would 
correspond to the opening of the pjorrolidone ring to the extent of about 
16 per cent. This slight decomposition, in the presence of nitrous acid, 
of the pjTTolidone ring in compounds in v'hich the 2-carboxjd group is 
present as an amide may be contrasted nith the reported stability of pjT- 
tolidonecarhoxylic acid under similar conditions (16). 

In offering formula I as the suggested structure of the peptide from 
Pelvelia fastigiata, it is recognized that the chemical data presented in 
this communication also permit the formulation of the peptide as one of the 
isomers of I which differ from I in the position of the amide groups and in 
the mode of linkage between the glutamic acid residues. Five such iso- 
mers may be mentioned: 

(a) i,-PyTrolidonoyl-cf-L-glutaininyliso-i.-glutainine 

(b) L-PyTrolidonojd-a-l/-glutainyl-i.-glutamic acid diamide 

(c) i.-Pyrrolidonoyl-7-iso-i/-glutaminyl-i--glutamiiie 

(d) i,-PyTroiidonoyl-7-iso-i.-glutainiiiyliso-l/-glutaimne 

(e) L-Pyrrolidonoj-l-y-L-glutamyl-L-glutamio acid diamide 

A decision as to the mode of linkage between the two glutamic acid resi- 
dues attached to the pyrrolidonoyl group would, of course, be made pos- 
sible by the isolation of the tri-n-glutamic acid formed upon treatment of 
the peptide with n NaOH. If or-L-glutamyl-a-n-glutamjd-n-glutamic acid 
were identified as the product of the alkaline treatment, the possibihties 
(c), (d), and (e) would be excluded, and the problem of the detailed struc- 
ture of the intact peptide would revolve about the question as to the loca- 
tion of the amide groups. Regrettably, the amount of material available 
to us did not permit an attempt at the isolation of the alkaline degradation 
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product and its comparison with authentic samples of the isomeric tri- 
L-glutamic acid peptides. 

It may be added that the fact that the product of alkaline treatment is 
a tripeptide, when considered in conjunction with the data on the neutral 
equivalent of the Pelvciia peptide, indicates that, under the conditions 
of the deamidation, the alkali did not cause extensive hydrolysis of the 
peptide linlcages between the amino acids. This conclusion is supported 
by the finding that, in the solution of the deamidated peptide, the 
a-amino acid N, as measured by means of the ninhydrin method, repre- 
sented less than 5 per cent of the total N of the solution. 

While the unequivocal proof of the structure of the product from Pel- 
vetia fastigiaia must await further chemical studies, and ultimate complete 
synthesis, it seems justifiable to view with greater favor the formulation 
of the peptide as I, rather than the other possibilities mentioned above. 
The vdde-spread occurrence of L-glutamine in plant tissues (16) makes it 
reasonable to assume that a portion of this amino acid may be bound in 
peptide linlcage in the case of Pelvelia fastigiata, and perhaps in other 
organisms. To our Icnowledge, no evidence is at hand for the occurrence 
of iso-L-glutamine, either free or combined, in biological systems; all the 
isomers of I, listed above, represent derivatives of this a-amide. 

It appears likely that the pyiTolidone ring in the peptide may have been 
formed in the course of the manipulations which led to its isolation, and 
that, in the living alga, there is present tri-L-glutamine which was con- 
verted to I by the elimination of ammonia. This view gains support 
from the experiments of Melville (17) and of Chibnall and Westall (18) 
who showed that, in synthetic glutamine peptides, when a glutamine 
residue provides the free a-amino group of a peptide, the y-amide group 
is extremely labile; substitution of the a-amino group of glutamine, how- 
ever, greatly stabilizes the amide linlcage. 

The authors wish to thanlc Miss Mary E. Mycek for her valuable assist- 
ance in this investigation. 


EXPERIMENTAL 

Isolation of Peptide from Pelvetia fastigiata — The dried seaweed (400 
gm.) wms ground and extracted with three successive 800 cc. portions of 
petroleum ether (30-60°). After being dried at room temperature, the 
defatted material was stirred with 1700 cc. of hot water for 1 hour, and 
the temperature was maintained at about 80° on the steam bath. The 
mixture was filtered through cheese-cloth, and reextracted twice more 
with 850 cc. portions of hot water. The combined filtrates (1900 cc.) 
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"(vere poured into an equal volume of absolute ethanol. After 2 days, a 
gummy precipitate was removed by filtration with Filter-Cel. To the 
clear filtrate, 235 gm. of basic lead acetate were added with vigorous 
shaking. The mixture was chilled, filtered through Filter-Cel, and the 
filtrate was treated with an additional 75 gm. of basic lead acetate. After 
filtration, the filtrate was freed of lead by the addition of 67 cc. of 10 n 
sulfuric acid. The lead sulfate was removed by fidtration, washed r\-ith 
water, and the combined filtrates and washings were concentrated in vacuo 
to about 300 cc. An equal volume of absolute ethanol was added to the 
solution. 

The peptide was precipitated by the addition of 5 cc. of glacial acetic 
acid and of 75 gm. of mercuric acetate. The mixture was kept at 0° 
overnight, and the precipitate was collected by filtration, washed with 
absolute ethanol and with ether, and dried in air. It was then stirred 
with 100 cc. of 50 per cent ethanol saturated with mercuric acetate, and 
collected and washed as before. The dried material (2.5 gm.) was sus- 
pended in 100 cc. of water and HjS was passed through the mixture. 
After removal of HgS by filtration, the filtrate was concentrated in vacuo 
to a syrup (0.65 gm.) which was dissolved in 3.5 cc. of water. Upon the 
addition of 13 cc. of absolute ethanol, 30.5 mg. of material (largely am- 
momum sulfate) separated, which was removed bj’' filtration. To the 
filtrate, there were added 25 cc. of absolute ethanol, followed by 25 cc. of 
ether, and the mixture was kept in the ice chest for 2 days. The precipi- 
tate which appeared was collected by filtration and dried (230 mg.), qiie 
product had a nitrogen content of 18.65 per cent, and an ammonia de- 
termination showed that about 10 per cent of the total N was in the form 
of ammonium ions. A solution of the material also gave a positive test 
for sulfate ions. 

197 mg. of the crude material were dissolved in 10 cc. of water, and 
the sulfate ions were removed by the addition of a slight excess of sat- 
urated barimn hydroxide solution, corresponding to 60 mg. of Ba(OH)2- 
8H2O. The BaSOi was removed by centrifugation, washed with water, 
and the combined supernatant and washings (volume, 20 cc.) were passed 
through a column (0.6 cm. X 19 cm.) of Amberlite IB-l at a rate of 0.5 
to 1.0 cc. per minute. The column was washed through with 80 cc. of 
water, and the eluate was evaporated in vacuo (bath temperature, 35- 
40°) to yield a solid residue which was transferred to the filter with 5 cc. 
of absolute ethanol, and dried in air. This product gave a negative test 
for ammonium ions. Yield, 86 mg.; m.p., 190-195°, with browning at 
170°; = —43.7° (1.9 per cent in water). The optical activity is 

given on an ash-free basis; the ash content of this preparation was 0.94 
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per cent. After being dried at 100° over PjOt in vacuo, the material gave 
the following analytical values, which arc corrected for the ash content of 
the preparation. 


CuHjjOjNs. Calculated. C 4G.75, II G.02, N 18.18 

385.4 Found. “ 4G.52, “ 6.13, " 17.81 

A second preparation, dried in a similar manner, was found to contain 
46.86 per cent carbon, 6.01 per cent hydrogen, and 18.07 per cent nitrogen 
(corrected for 0.87 per cent ash). The analytical data for this prepara- 
tion, dried to constant weight in air, were as follows: 

CisH-sOaNs. Calculated. C 44.6C, II 6.25, N 17.36 

403.4 Found. “ 44.55, “ 6.08, " 17.33 

This preparation melted at 190-195°, and its optical rotation was Md’ 
= —44.0° (2 per cent in water). A third preparation of the peptide, 
which gave analytical data similar to those presented above, had a specific 
rotation of [aln** = —46.5° (0.9 per cent in water). 

Deamidation of Peptide — 13.7 mg. of the peptide (corresponding to 7.55 
mg. of nitrogen) were dissolved in 9 cc. of water in the outer well of a large 
Conway vessel (diameter of the outer well, 10 cm., diameter of inner well, 
5 cm.) . 10 cc. of 2 per cent boric acid reagent (19) were placed in the center 
well, and 8 cc. of 1.88 n NaOH were added to the outer well. The vessel 
was covered immediately, and kept at room temperature (about 25°) 
for 24 hours. The contents of the center well were titrated vdth 0.00993 
N hydrochloric acid, of which 21.61 cc. were required. This amount is 
equivalent to 3.00 mg. of ammonia N. Separate trial experiments showed 
that no additional ammonia was liberated after 24 hours. 

The solution in the outer well was transferred to a 25 cc. volumetric 
flask, neutralized with hydrochloric acid, and diluted to the mark with 
water. The solution contained 4.545 mg. of nitrogen. Amino nitrogen 
determinations by the nitrous acid method (3 minute shalcing period) 
were performed on 5 cc. aliquots and showed that the solution contained 
1.545 mg. of amino N. 

Acid Hydrolysis of Peptide — 48.2 mg. of the peptide (corresponding to 
8.45 mg. of nitrogen) were dissolved in 3 cc. of 8 N hydrochloric acid, and 
the solution was heated under a reflux in an oil bath (110°) for 12 hours. 
The hydrolysate was transferred to the outer well of a large Conway vessel 
with the aid of 5 cc. of water. 10 cc. of 2 per cent boric acid reagent were 
placed in the center well, and 3 cc. of 40 per cent NaOH were added to the 
outer well. The vessel was covered immediately, rotated, and allowed 
to stand at room temperature for 5 hours. 23.22 cc. of 0.0103 n hydro- 
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chloric acid were required to neutralize the solution in the center well; 
this corresponds to 3.35 mg. of ammonia N. 

The ammonia-free hj-drol 5 'sate in the outer well was transferred to a 
25 cc. volumetric flask, neutralized writh li 5 "drochloric acid, and diluted to 
the mark with water. The solution contained 4.85 mg. of nitrogen. 
Determinations of the amino N content (by the nitrous acid method) 
and of the ce-amino acid N content (b 3 '’ the ninkj^drin method) on aliquots 
of the solution showed that it contained 4.85 mg. of amino N and 4.81 
mg. of carboxjd N. 

Idenlificalion and Determination of h-Glutamic Acid in Acid Hydrolysate 
of Peptide — ^For the determination of the L-glutamic acid content of an acid 
hj'drol3'sate by the decarbox 3 dase method, 15.5 mg. of the peptide (cor- 
responding to 2.67 mg. of nitrogen) were h3’-drolyzed with 8 N hydrochloric 
acid as described in the previous section. The volume of the neutralized 
hydrolysate was adjusted to 5 cc., and 0.25 cc. aliquots were introduced into 
the side hulbs of three Warburg vessels which contained, in the main room, 
0.5 cc. of enz3me suspension (5 mg. of L-glutamic acid decarboxylase) and 
1.25 cc. of 0.075 M phthalate buffer (pH 5.0). Three other Warburg flasks 
■were prepared in a similar manner, except that, instead of the peptide hy- 
drolysate, 0.25 cc. aliquots of a solution of L-glutamic acid (0.337 mg. of 
nitrogen per cc.) were added to the side bulbs. After equilibration at 
38.5°, the extent of CO 2 evolution was measured in the usual manner. 
The CO 2 output in the case of the peptide hydrolysate was 116.8 ± 2.0 
m 1., and with the L-glutamic acid, 128.3 ± 1.0 n\. The peptide hydrolysate 
contained, therefore, 1.53 mg. of glutamic acid N. This value represents 
95.8 per cent of the amino acid N content (1.60 mg.) of the hydrolysate. 

For the determination of the glutamic acid content of the hydrolysate 
by the Olcott method, an acid hydrolysate of 36.8 mg. of the peptide was 
adjusted to pH 4 and a volume of about 8 cc., and autoclaved at 20 pounds 
per sq. in. and 120-125° for 6 hours. The voliune was then adjusted to 
10 cc., and determinations by means of the Van Slyke ninhydrin method 
showed the solution to contain 0.71 mg. of carboxyd N. Before being 
autoclaved, the hydrolysate was found to contain 3.68 mg. of carboxyl N. 

The isolation of L-glutamic acid hydrochloride from the acid hydrolysate 
of the peptide was effected in the usual manner. From 104 mg. of the 
peptide, there were obtained, after two recrystaUizations, 69 mg. of the 
product. 


CsHioO^NCl (183.6). Calculated, N 7.63; found, N 7.71 
H” = -1-26.2° (0.9% in water) 

Synthesis and Properties of Pyrrolidonecarhoxylic Acid Amide — 4 gm. 
of carbobenzoxy-L-glutamic acid diamide (20) were suspended in 20 cc. 
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of methanol, and subjected to liydrogenolysis with palladium black in 
the usual manner. After removal of the catalyst by filtration, the clear 
solution was concentrated under reduced pressure to yield a syrup which 
was caused to crystallize by the addition of absolute alcohol. Yield, 1.6 
gm.; m.p,, 98-100°. The product was n-glutamic acid diamide. 

CjHnOjN, (146.2). Calculated, N 28.9; found, N 28.8 

A solution of 265 mg. of L-glutamic acid diamide in 5 cc. of water ivas 
heated under a reflux for 6 hours, and then concentrated to dryness in 
vacuo. Water "was added and the solution w’’as again coneentrated in 
vacuo \ this process Avas repeated four times. The crystalline product 
which resulted W’-as dried over PjOe in vacuo and reciystallized from hot 
ethanol. Yield, 160 mg.; m.p., 170° (broivning), 200-205° (decomposi- 
tion). A 1.8 per cent solution of the substance in wmter had no optical 
activity. 


CsHsOjNi (128.1). Calculated, N 21.9; found, N 21,7 

1 cc. of an aqueous solution of pyrrolidonecarboxylic acid amide (17.24 
mg.) was added to 1 cc. of 2 n NaOH, and the mixture tvas kept at room 
temperatm'e (about 28°) for 24 hours. The solution tvas neutralized with 
hydrochloric acid and the volume was adjusted to 5 cc. A determination 
of the amino N content of the solution by means of the nitrous acid method 
(3 minute reaction period) showed it to contain 0.369 mg. of amino N per 
cc. Upon complete cleavage of the pyrrolidone ring, there ivould have 
been expected 0.378 mg. of amino N per cc. The ti’eatment of the intact 
amide with nitrous acid gave an apparent amino N value of 1,2 per cent. 
This is about 11 per cent of the result to be e.xpected (10.9 per cent) upon 
complete opening of the pyrrolidone ring. 

SUMMARY 

A peptide has been isolated from aqueous extracts of the marine alga 
Pelvetia fastigiata and, on the basis of degradation studies, has been fomu- 
lated as L-pyrrolidonoyl-a-L-glutaminyl-L-glutamine. 
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QUINOLINIC ACID IVIETABOLISM 

TV. URINARY EXCRETION BY ^LVN .VND OTHER iMAXBLALS AS 
AFFECTED BY THE INGESTION OF TRYPTOPHAN 

Bt L. M. HENDERSON, G. B. R.AMASARALV.,* a*vd B. CONNOR JOHNSON 

{From the Division of Biochemistry, Noyes Laboratory of Chemistry, and the Division 
of Animal Nutrition, University of Illinois, Urhana) 

(Received for publication, August 3, 1949) 

Various species of animals have exhibited differences in nicotinic acid 
metabolism as evidenced by the variation in the types and amounts of 
urinaiy end-products following the administration of nicotinic acid or 
its amide. Studies of these variations have been reported (1—3) in which 
the amoimts of nicotinic acid, nicotinamide, A'^-methylnicotinamide, nico- 
tinuric acid, and l-methyl-6-pyridone-3-carboxamide in the urine were de- 
termined. 

Since it was obsenmd that tryptophan could replace nicotinic acid in 
the diet of the rat (4), several investigators have examined the effect of 
tryptophan on the urinary excretion of end-products of nicotioic acid in 
various mammals. In the rat (5, 6), man (7, 8), the cotton-rat and 
horse (9), the dog (10),' and the calf (11, 12) tryptophan has been shown 
to increase the excretion of nicotinic acid and one or more of its metabo- 
lites. These and other studies have amply proved that tryptophan is a 
metabolic precursor of nicotinic acid. Apparently the ability of different 
species to accomplish this synthesis from tryptophan varies widely, as is 
illustrated by their relative susceptibility to a nicotinic acid deficiency 
■with various levels of dietary tryptophan and by the magnitude of the 
changes in urinary excretion of nicotinic acid or its derivatives in response 
to tryptophan administration. 

The rat excretes a substantial part of a test dose of tryptophan as quino- 
lirxic acid (13), which has been only partially measured as nicotinic acid 
by a number of investigators who have used dilute mineral acids for hy- 
drolysis of mine samples. This and other evidence, which strongly sug- 
gests that quinolinic acid is a metabolic intermediate between tryptophan 
and nicotinic acid (14, 15), made it desirable to study the urinary excretion 
of quinolinic acid by a number of species which appear to be less efficient 
at converting tryptophan to nicotinic acid. The effect of feeding or 
injecting tryptophan on the excretion of quinolinic acid, nicotinic acid, 

* Permanent addrees, Raptakos, Brett and Company, Ltd., 'Worli, Bombay, 
India. 
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and A^^-mcthylnicotinamide was determined for man, the guinea pig, calf, 
lamb, and pig. 


EXPERIMENTAL AND RESUM’S 

Methods — Urine collections were made the day before tr 3 ''ptoplian ad- 
ministration to determine the normal excretion for the diets consumed. 
Following this control period a rather large dose or doses of tr 3 ’'ptophan were 
given orally or bj’’ injection during the carlj’- portion of a 24 hour period. 
One or two urine collections were made on the 1st and 2nd days after the 
tryptophan period to ascertain the rate at wliich the excretion of metabo- 
lites returned to normal values. Nicotinic acid and quinolinic acid were 
determined by the differential microbiological assay with Lactohacillns 
arabinosus (16, 14). A^‘-Methylnicotinamide was estimated by the method 
of Huff and Perlzweig (17). 

Human Studies — Four adult, male subjects, without special dietary 
control, were used. Following a 24 hour urine collection, five 1 gm. doses 
of DL-tryptophan were given orallj’’ at 4 hour inteiwals and urine was 
collected until 8 hours after the last dose. For Uvo subjects urine was 
collected during the 24 hour period immediately following the day the 
tryptophan was given. 

The results are shown in Table I. The excretion of nicotinic acid and 
its amido^ w^as approximately 1 mg. per day for all subjects and was not 
affected significantly by the tryptophan ingestion. Quinolinic acid ex- 
cretion was 3.1 to 5.6 mg. per day and rose to 10.6 to 11.9 mg. when trypto- 
phan was ingested. The excretion the folio-wing day was reduced to 
values approaching the preexperimental control period in the two subjects 
studied. The N^-methylnicotinamide values were more variable, but in 
all cases the tryptophan caused increases. Wliile the increased quino- 
linic acid excretion was relatively small compared to that of the rat, a 
highly significant increase (P < 0.001) did occur. The increase repre- 
sented only 0.18 per cent conversion of the tryptophan. 

Guinea Pigs — Four guinea pigs approximately 3 months of age w'ere 
used. They had received a purified ration containing 30 per cent casein 
for 8 weeks before the experiment. They were then fed a 9 per cent 
casein-sucrose ration low in nicotinic acid for 3 days prior to the control 
period. Three animals received 1 mM (204 mg.) of L-tryptophan in 
0.9 per cent sodium chloride at pH 7 by intraperitoneal injection, in 
four equally spaced doses in 24 hours. The remaining animal received an 
equimolar amount of the sodium salt of quinolinic acid by the same route. 
Urine was collected at the end of this period, but that for the follo-wing 24 

1 Nicotinic acid values as used throughout include nicotinamide, nicotinuric 
acid, and any other compounds active iqr Lactobacillus, arabinosus^ 
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hour period was discarded. The 2nd day after the injections urine was 
again collected and analyzed. 


Table I 


Effect of Dij-Tryplophan on Urinary Excretion of Its Metabolites by Human Male 

Subjects 


Subject No. 

Age 

! 

Weight 

Period of 
collection* 

Excretion, mg. per 24 hrs. 

Nicotinic acid 

Quinolinic 

acid 

iVi-Methyl- 

nicotinamide 


JTJ. 

lbs. 





1 

32 

180 

1 

mKm 

3.5 

4.6 




2 

moBm 


6.3 




3 

1.0 

4.2 

4.8 

2 

31 

180 

1 

0.96 

3.1 

8.7 




2 

0.96 

11.9 

9.8 

3 

31 

ICO 

1 

0.87 

3.1 

8.2 




2 

0.83 

10.9 

11.2 

4 

28 

145 

1 

0.95 

5.5 

6.8 




2 

0.97 

11.5 

10.2 




3 

0.96 

6.0 

10.0 


‘Period 1, before tryptophan administration; Period 2, during administration! 
Period 3, after administration. 


Table II 

Effect of Tryptophan and Quinolinic Acid on Urinary Excretion of Quinolinic Acid, 
Nicotinic Acid, and N'-Methylnicolinamide by Guinea Pig 


Guinea 
pig No. 

Weight 

Sex 

Substance injected during 24 hr. 
urine collection 

Excretion, mg. per 24 hrs. 

Nicotinic 

acid 

Quinolinic 

acid 

iV»-MethyI- 

nicotin’ 

amide 


gm. 





■■■ 

1 

250 

F. 

None 

ISSI 






1 mM quinolinic acid 







None, 2nd day after injection 


1.32 


2 

372 


(( 

0.072 

0.125 

RiiSm!I 




1 nm L-tryptophan 


Ha 

0.23 




None, 2nd day after injection 

0.024 


0.036 

3 

237 

F. 

it 

0.050 


0.035 




1 mil L-tryptophan 

0.054 

0.57 

0.22 




None, 2nd day after injection 



0.030 

4 

204 

(( 



lO 

0.040 




1 mil L-tryptophan 

■iMi TB 


0.17 




None, 2nd day after injection 



0.040 


The results are shown in Table II. Quinolinic acid excretion during 
the control period varied from 0.125 to 0.36 mg. per day, nicotinic acid 























734 


QUINOLINIC ACID METABOLISM. IV 


Taulb III 


Effect of Tryptophan on Urinary Excretion hy Male Calf of Nicotinic Acid, Quinolinic 

Acid, and N^-Mcthylnicotinamidc 


Calf 

No. 

Breed 

Aec 

Weiclit 

24 lir. 
collection 
period* 

DL- 

Tryplo- 

plmn 

fed 

Excretion, ms. per 24 hrs. 

Nicotinic 

acid 

Quinolinic 

acid 

yi-JIcthyl- 

nicotin- 

amide 



El 

Ibi. 


*m. 




13 

Holstein 

■■ 

128 

1 


1.47 

8.42 

2.21 





2 

5 

4.70 

16.3 

3.51 





3 


2.SS 

7. 03 

1.61 





4 


3.74 

10.7 

2.79 

1 

Brown Swiss 

24 

125 



1.44 

1.96 

0.95 






5 

4.39 

8.74 

2.04 







1.22 

8.15 

2.33 







1.74 

6.90 

2.10 

11 

Holstein 

17 

90 

1 


5.41 

10.2 

1.32 





2 

5 

11.3 

61.7 

2. OS 





3 


18.5 

11,7 

2.36 





4 


12.3 

4.17 

3.82 

20 

Brown Swiss 

18 

117 

1 


5.41 

8.78 

1.79 





2 

5 

4.49 

89.0 

2.14 





3 


9.74 

18.6 

2.32 





4 


6.10 

17.6 

1.76 


* Period 1, before; Period 2, during; Periods 3 and 4, after tryptophan adminis- 
tration. 


Table IV 


Effect of Tryptophan on Urinary Excretion by Female Lamb of Nicotinic Acid, 
Quinolinic Acid, and N^-Methylnicotinamide 


Lamb No. 

Age 

Weight 

24 hr. 
collection 
period* 

DL- 

Tryptophan 

fed 

Excretion, mg. per 24 hrs. 

Nicotinic acid 

Quinolinic acid 

nicotinamide 


days 

lbs. 


gm. 




1 

100 

25 



1.58 

3.47 

0.85 





2 

2.36 

22.9 

1.46 






0.20 

6.90 

0.85 






0.77 

3.48 


2 

106 

38 



4.65 

2.42 

1.21 




2 

2 

6.12 

20.2 

5.40 




3 


7.52 

9.15 

1.12 




4 


4.10 

2.75 



* Period 1, before; Period 2, during; Periods 3 and 4 after tryptophan administra- 
tion. 


from 0.029 to 0.072 mg., and iV^-metliylnicotinamide from 0.030 to 0.050 
mg. Quinolinic acid administration increased the excretion of nicotinic 
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acid and A''*-meth 3 dnicotinamide considerably, but approximately half of 
it was excreted promptlj' as such. All values returned toward those of the 
control period the 2nd day. The tr 3 fptophan had little, if any, effect on 
the nicotinic acid excretion, but increased the iV^-methylnicotinamide 


Table V 

Effect of Tryptophan on Urinary Excretion by Male Duroc Jersey Pig of Nicotinic 
Acid, Quinolinic Acid, and N'-Mcthylnicolinamide 


Pig. No. 
(&Se, 11 mos.) 

Weight 

24 hr. 
eoUectioa 
period* 

DL- 

Excretion, mg. per 24 hrs. 

Nicotime add 

Quinolinic add 

W^-lIethyl- 

nicotinamide 


Ibt. 


tm. 

i 



1 

178 

1 


0.65 

4.37 

2.0 



2 

5 

4.55 

60.0 

5.3 



3 


0.74 

13.9 

4.5 



4 


0.67 

12.3 

1.1 

2 

178.5 

1 


0.78 

6.68 

2.5 



2 

5 

4.75 

49.2 

9.2 



3 


0.9 

14.0 

7.4 



4 


1.14 

14.0 

4.0 

3 

167 

1 


0.91 

9.6 

2.4 



2 

5 

7.30 

50.2 

3.6 



3 


1.58 

20.9 

3.8 



4 


0.72 

14.8 

3.5 

4 

179 

1 


0.78 

9.4 

2.7 



2 

5 

3.83 

38.3 

6.6 



3 


0.79 

13.8 

4.3 



4 


1.24 

12.0 

4.1 

5 

180.5 

1 



8.2 

2.5 



2 

5 

14.25 

15.1 

6.9 



3 


1.81 

15.0 

5.5 



4 



14.7 

3.1 

6 

169.5 

1 


0.69 

2.64 

3.6 



2 

5 


44.2 

12.2 



3 


0.99 

11.7 

5.2 



4 


0.98 

12.3 

5.5 


* Period 1, before; Period 2, during; Periods 3 and 4, after tryptophan admin- 
istration. 


4- to 8-fold. Quinolinic acid excretion also increased 3- to 5-fold, then 
decreased toward control values the 2nd day following the tryptophan. 

Calves — ^Four calves being raised on a synthetic milk diet (18) were 
studied. Following a 24 hour control period each calf received orally 5 
gm. of DL-tryptophan at the beginning of the collection period. Urine was 
collected 24, 48, and 72 horns later. The results of the analyses are 
presented in Table III. The nicotinic acid increased from 3.43 mg., 
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average, to 6.23 mg. during t,hc administration of tiyiitojiban, and con- 
tinued to increase the da 3 ’' following in two of the four calves. Quinolinic 
acid excretion, which varied from 1.90 to 10.2 mg. per day, with an 
average of 7.33 mg., increased from 2- to 10-fold in response to tryptophan 
and remained slightly elevated the 2 following days. The amount of the 
compound measured as iV’-methylnicotinamide by the method employed 
was not affected greatly by tryptophan. Tins is not unexpected, since 
Johnson el al. (19) have shown that the ingestion of nicotinic acid or its 
amide does not greatly influence the excretion of this compound by the 
calf. The increased excretion of nicotinic acid-like compounds and the 
corresponding increase in quinolinic acid in the urine are in good agree- 
ment with the results obtained with other species studied. 

Lambs — ^Another polygastric animal was studied with essentially the 
same results (Table IV). Two lambs receiving a synthetic millc ration (18) 
were fed 2 gm. of nn-tryptophan mixed in the first of three feedings. 
The urinary excretion of these metabolites was determined as with calves. 
The tryptophan caused moderate increases in the nicotinic acid and 
A^-methylnicotinamide excretion and a 6- to 8-fold increase in quinolinic 
acid, which rapidly returned to approximately 3 mg. per day, the normal 
value. 

Smne — Six 11 month-old, male pigs, consuming a good practical ration, 
were studied in the same manner as the other species, with similar results 
(Table V). 5 gm. of nn-tryptophan w’^ere given orally at the beginning of 
the 24 hour experimental period. The response to tryptophan was con- 
siderable in the case of all metabolites. Quinolinic acid excretion was 
slower in returning to normal values than were nicotinic acid and N^- 
methylnicotinamide. The control values for the latter are somewhat lower 
than those reported for younger pigs by Luecke ei al. (20) but are in 
agreement with the values of 1.7 to 3.2 mg. per day for pigs receiving a 
normal diet supplying approximately 17 mg. of nicotinic acid per day (21). 

DISCUSSION 

These results indicate that quinolinic acid or some closely related sub- 
stance is a normal component of the urine of a number of species. The 
increased amount excreted -when tryptophan was ingested suggests that 
the dietary tryptophan is the precursor of the small amount of quinolinic 
acid normally present in the urine. 

It is interesting to compare these five species with the rat in this respect. 
In Table VI the normal excretion values expressed as mg. of quinolinic 
acid per kilo of body weight, and the per cent of the additional tryptophan 
administered which was excreted as quinolinic acid, are given. Strict 
comparisons are not justified since the diets were not comparable and the 
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results ■would undoubtedlj^ be affected bj"" the level of dietary tryptophan, 
quinolinic acid, and nicotinic acid. The so called normal excretion values 
arc possibly a function of the nitrogen metabolism. The guinea pigs 
were losing weight rapidly as a result of the low protein purified diet; 
hence the values could not be considered normal. Possibly the tryptophan 
from tissue breakdown is available for quinolinic acid formation. The, 
responses to added trjqrtophan fell into three classes: man and the guinea 
pig near 0.2 per cent conversion, the calf, lamb, and pig near 1 per cent, 
and the rat 10 to 20 per cent. The rate of this transformation may play 
a role in determining the neccssit 3 '^ of a dietarj'' source of nicotinic acid 
for the monogastric animals. 


Table VI 

Comparalh'c Excretion of Quinolinic Acid by Number of Species As Affected by 

Tryptophan 


During tryptophan administration 


] 

Spedcs 

1 

Control values] 
1 per Uio body 1 
1 weight j 

i 1 

Dosage of tn^ptophan per 1 
24 hrs. ' 

Increased 
excretion, 
per cent of 
administered 
tryptophan 


mg. \ 

in. ftsr Ig. 


Man. 

0.05 

0.066 Orally 

0.18 

Guinea pig . 

0.72 

0.75 Intraperitoneally 

0.25 

Rat, 300 gm. (Henderson (14)) . 

0.14 

0.68 “ 

12.8 

“ 40-70 gm. (Henderson (14)). 

0.058 j 

0.060 “ 

18.8 

Calf. 

0.14 

1 0.096 Orally 

0.90 

Lamb 

0.20 i 

0.14 

1.14 

Rig. . 

; 0.084 

1 

! 0.063 “ 

0.85 


SXJiMSL\RY 

1. A quantitative study has been made of the effect of tryptophan 
on the excretion of nicotinic acid, quinolinic acid, and A’'‘-methyhiicotin- 
amide bj’- man, the guinea pig, calf, sheep, and pig. 

2. In general, the largest change was observed in the quinolinic acid 
excretion. It rose markedly during the trj-ptophan administration, then 
rapidly returned toward preexperimental values. 

3. The per cent of the tryptophan which appeared as urinary quinolinic 
acid varied from approximately 0.2 per cent for man and the guinea pig 
to 10 to 20 per cent for the rat. The farm animals studied converted 
approximately 1 per cent of the additional DL-trjqjtophan fed. 


We wish to acknowledge the assistance of Ann S. Dana and Eva M. 
Cohn in carrying out some of the assays reported for farm animals. 
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FACTORS AFFECTING THE ]\LAINTENANCE OF OXIDATIVE 
PHOSPHORYLATION IN A KIDNEY HOMOGENATE SYSTEM* 

By ARTHUR B. PARDEEf and VAX R. POTTER 

{From the McArdlc Memorial Laboratory, Medical School, University of Wisconsin, 

Madison) 

(Received for publication, July 26, 1949) 

In earlier publications from this laboratory a S 3 ’’Stem was described by 
which the ability of tissue homogenates to oxidize oxalacetate (1, 2) was 
measured. In these studies it was observed that the rate of oxygen 
uptake declined rapidly during the course of the reaction and failed com- 
pletely in 2 hours or less. While measurement of the initial rate is ade- 
quate for assay purposes, it is of interest to investigate the factors in- 
volved in the maintenance of oxidation and the production of high energy 
phosphate. Potter foimd a greater lability of the enzymes required for 
oxidative phosphorylation (3) compared to those needed for non-phospho- 
lylative oxidation of succinate (4) or malate (5). Studies have been 
made on the lability of enzymes which oxidize oxalacetate, both in 
tissues in situ and in homogenates at 0®, and the loss of oxidative ability 
was correlated with the loss of high energy phosphate (1). The present 
communication deals with factors involved in the maintenance of oxi- 
dative phosphorjdation for 4 to 6 hours in homogenate systems. 

Methods 

Male rats of the Holtzman strain, weighing 200 to 300 gm., were used. 
They were killed by decapitation, bled, and the required tissues were 
removed rapidly and placed in 8.5 per cent sucrose at 0° on cracked ice. 
Earlier work (1) made it appear that kidney was the most labile tissue; 
therefore it was used in the bulk of the present studies. Each sample 
was weighed and homogenized with 9 volumes of cold 8.5 per cent suc- 
rose (6). The homogenate was pipetted into cold Warburg flasks con- 
taming the other components of the system and the flasks were shaken 
in the Warburg apparatus at 38°. Readings were taken at intervals and 
the average rate of oxygen uptake was plotted against time at the mid- 
point of each period. The maximum rate and the duration, expressed as 

* Aided by a grant from the Jonathan Bowman Fund for Cancer Research and 
by a research grant from the Division of Research Grants and Fellowships of the 
National Institutes of Health, United States Public Health Service. 

t Merck Postdoctoral Fellow in the Natural Sciences under the National Re- 
search Council. 
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the time at which the rate fell to half the maximum, were measured from 
the plot. 

When analyses were desired, the flasks were set in cracked ice at the 
appropriate time and 2.0 ml. of cold 17.5 per cent trichloroacetic acid 
were added to each flask. The denatured protein was removed by centrif- 
ugation and the supernatant fluid was anal3'’zcd. Tlie following ana^Tes 
were made: true inorganic phosphate’ (7, S), citrate (9), keto acids (10), 
malate,” and ammonia (11). The pH was estimated visuallj'^ with phenol 
red and was probably accurate to 0.1 to 0.2 unit. 

The chemicals were commercial products of reagent grade, except for 
cytochrome c, ATP (40 per cent adenosine triphosphate, GO per cent 
adenosine diphosphate), diphosphopyridine nucleotide (DPN), and tri- 
phosphopyridine nucleotide (TPN),^ oxalacetate, and a-ketoglutarate, 
which were prepared in this laboratoiy. 

Results 

Additions to Reaction Mixture 

Standard Co7iditions — Rather than present the numerous experiments 
which led to the conditions chosen for maximum duration and maximum 
rate, we give the final conditions below. These are followed by data 
concerning their variations separatelj’’, with other additions at the op- 
timum levels. Other data were obtained under nearly optimum con- 
ditions and gave similar results which are not shovm. The standard 
medium used throughout this investigation, unless othenvise stated, was 
as follows (final concentrations): gas phase, air containing 1 per cent CO2 
(12), 0.0027 M KHCO3, 0.017 lu potassium phosphate (pH 7.0), 0.015 M 
potassium citrate, 0.0033 m potassium fumarate, 0.01 m potassium pyru- 
vate, 0.0016 M K ATP, 0.2 ml. of rat Iddney homogenate in 8.5 per cent 
sucrose, 0.06 m sucrose (not including sucrose in the homogenate), 0.0033 
M MgCla, 2.7 X 10”® M cytoclrrome c, final volume 3.0 ml. All com- 
pounds except ATP were put into a stock solution to simplify pipetting. 
From observation of numerous duplicate determinations it was decided 
that a difference in rate of 5 /uh of O2 per 10 minutes or a difference in 

1 Lowry and Lopez (7) used 1 per cent ammonium molybdate in their work, but 
Potter (8) used 0.5 per cent to decrease the color produced by organic phosphates. 
Although 0.5 per cent ammonium molj’^bdate was satisfactoiy for small amounts of 
phosphate, it was found to give a color not proportional to the amount of phosphate 
at higher concentrations; therefore 1 per cent ammonium molybdate was used in 
the present work. 

2 Speck, J. F., unpublished. 

* We wish to thank Dr. G. A. LePage and Dr. G. C. Mueller for providing the 
samples of DPN and TPN. 
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duration of 20 minutes was significant in the comparison of two experi- 
ments when the same homogenate wiis used in both cases. In selecting 
the optimum conditions, both the maxamum rate and the duration were 
considered. 

Buffer and COi — The optimum pH appeared to be 7.0 to 7.2; lower 
pH (6.8) decreased the initial rate from 48 to 39 /il. per 10 minutes and 
higher pH (7.4) decreased the duration from 250 to 160 minutes. When 
NaOH was placed in the center well and the initial pH was 6.9 to 7.0 
in the reaction mixture, the final pH was 7.4 to 7.5 in the presence of 
0.017 M phosphate buffer. Increasing potassium phosphate to 0.033 ii 
was not satisfactory because it decreased the initial rate from 42 to 36 
pl. per 10 minutes. WTien a diethanolamine-HCl-KHCOs solution was 
placed in the center well in place of NaOH so that a constant CO 2 pres- 
sure was maintained in the flask (12), the pH was more constant, and 
did not rise above pH 7.2 to 7.3 in the presence of 1 per cent CO 2 . How- 
ever, a significant improvement in rate or duration was not observed. 

The buffering capacity of the mixture in the center well is propor- 
tional to the CO2 pressure and to 1/H+ in the flask contents. The change 
of pH, in the absence of other buffers, per micromole of KHCO3 pro- 
duced per ml. is theoretically equal to 2.7 X 10® (H+)/(C02), where 
(H+) is in moles per liter and (CO 2 ) is in per cent. The buffering capacity 
is equal to 0.02 m phosphate at pH 7.3 and 1 per cent CO 2 , and is better 
at higher pH. It should not be necessary to add other buffers above 
pH 7.5 in most experiments if a mixture is used in the center well that 
maintains 1 per cent C02. The pH of the reaction mixture depends on 
the phosphates and KHCO3 added. 

Substrate Levels — ^The concentration of oxalacetate in the system de- 
vised to assay for oxalacetic oxidase (2) gave the optimum initial rate, 
but the amoimt of substrate was so small that it was soon used up. In 
order to prevent the reaction from stopping, various combinations of 
substrates were tried (Table I), and the combination selected is given 
under “Standard conditions.” Early experiments showed that citrate 
was of primary importance in increasing duration and this is probably 
due to its effect on adenylic acid breakdown (see below). A very long 
lag was observed when fiunarate was omitted; almost 3 hoius were re- 
quired before the rate reached that of the control, although the duration 
was little affected. Except for a lag in the absence of pyruvate, little 
effect was noted on its omission, and the level chosen was probably higher 
than necessary, but was not harmful. Addition of succinate gave a large 
initial rate but did not help duration, and the addition of 0.0033 M oxal- 
acetate and 0.0067 m a-ketoglutarate had a slightly harmful effect on 
the majdmmn rate (Table I). 
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Considernble amounts of substrate remained at the end of the reaction 
(Fig. 1), and therefore it can be concluded that oxygen uptake did not 
stop because of lack of substi'ate. It might be thought tliat the extended 
oxygen uptake Avas due to oxidation of citrate to a-ketoglutarate, which 
was observed to build up gradually during the reaction, but. this was 

Table I 

Effect of Variation of Sjibstratcs 

All conditions were standard except the concentration of the compound shown 
in Column 1. Column 2 shows the maximum rale of oxygen uptake in /il. of 0: per 
10 minutes, and Column 3 shows the minutes required until the rate of oxygen 
uptake fell to one-half the maximum rate of the flask that was run under com- 
pletely standard conditions (shown in bold-faced typo). The numbers are averages 
of duplicate experiments. 


Variation 

(1) 

Afaiimum r.atc 
(2) 

Duration 

(3) 


fit. Oi 

mtrt. 

0.010 M citrate 

46 


0.016 “ “ 

44 

270 

0.020 " 

40 

2S0 

0.025 “ “ 

36 


0 M fumarate 

36 


0,0033 M fumarate 

44 

270 

0.0067 " " 

42 


0 M pyruvate 

39 


0.010 M pyruvate 

43 

240 

0.0067 “ “ 

46 

270 

0.010 “ 

44 

270 

0.0133 “ 

42 

270 

0 M succinate 

40 

310 

0.017 M succinate 

59 

300 

0 M oxalacetate -f- 0 m a-ketoglutarate 

40 

310 

0.0033 M oxalacetate -f- 0.0067 m a-keto- 
glutarate 

35 

320 


not supported by the data, for only 45 of the observed 260 /.tl. taken up 
between 240 and 440 minutes can be accounted for in this way. 

It was calculated that about 50 per cent of the oxygen in the flasks Avas 
used up in these experiments; so that if much longer runs were achieved 
oxygen would have to be replenished. 

High Energy Phosphate — Table II shows that 0.0016 M ATP gave maxi- 
mum rate and duration and that even a 5-fold reduction did not seriously 
harm the system. When adenylic acid AA^as substituted for ATP, the 
system ran equally well or better initially, but not as long. This was also 
the case when adenylic acid was present in addition to ATP. Fluoride, 
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which inhibits ATP breakdo^vTi (8), was hannful. When 3 X lO"* m 
2,4-dinitrophenol, which inhibits phosphorylation (13), was added, no 



Fig. 1. Changes during reaction. The standard conditions were used. Initially 
10 nil of fumarate were present, and, in a separate experiment, 12 ttii of malate were 
found at the end of the reaction. The points are averages of duplicate experi- 
ments. The concentrations are in micromoles per flask. The figures on the ordi- 
nate scale represent micromoles of oxygen uptake in 10 minutes. 


Table II 

Effect of Variation of ATP and Adenylic Acid 
The conditions and the column headings are the same as for Table I. 


Variation 

(1) 

Maximum rate 
(2) 

Duration 

(3) 

Om ATP 

pi. 0, 

4 

min. 

0 

3 X 10-* M ATP 

38 

215 

1.0 X 10-» M ATP 

44 

240 

1.6 X 10-» “ “ 

48 

260 

2.7 X 10-> “ “ 

48 

260 

0 M adenylic acid 

44 

260 

4 X 10“’ M adenylic acid 

51 

205 

2.7 X 10“’ M adenylic acid -p 0 m ATP 

48 

235 

6 X 10“’ M KF 

37 

180 

0 M 2,4-dinitrophenol* 

43 

190 

3 X 10“’ M 2,4-dinitrophenol* ! 

40 

95 


* 1.3 X 10~^ M cytochrome c, 0.01 m fumarate, and 0.01 ii citrate were used. 


ioitial effect was observed but the system failed in 120 minutes, and at 
this time the ATP was gone, shoving that if conditions are such that 
ATP is lost completely the oxidative ability is also lost. 
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Loss of ATP can cause the failure of oxygen uptake, or ATP can be 
lost as a result of failure of ox^^gen uptake clue to failure of some other 
part of the reaction s3^stcm. It can be seen from Fig. 1 that oxygen up- 
take decreased a considerable time before the high energy phosphate had 
fallen to a limiting level, as shown by the rises in inorganic phosphate. 
Thus the oxygen uptake did not decrease because the ATP was lost in 
the experiment described. 

Cytochrome c — Little effect on t.he initial rate of the reaction was ob- 
senmd wlien cytochrome c was varied (Fig. 2). However, a great effect 
on duration was observed when the cytoehrome c level was raised from 
zero to 2.6 X 10“® m. The time required for oxygen uptake to fall to 



Fig. 2. Effect of cytochrome c on rate and duration of o.xj'gen uptake. Tlie 
standard conditions were used except for the concentration of cytochrome c. The 
points are averages of duplicate determinations. The intercepts of the curves 
with the short lines at 22 fil. per 10 minutes represent the durations of the e.xperi- 
ments. 

half the maximum rate changed from 95 to 255 minutes. Increasing 
the concentration above 2.6 X 10"® m did not further improve duration. 
The shorter duration in the absence of cytochrome c may be due to 
gradual loss of cytochrome c from the mitochondiia. Addition of serum 
albumin had no effect, indicating that cytochrome c did not act merely 
as a non-specific protein. 

Tonicity — Variation of the tonicity of the homogenate between 6 and 
12 per cent sucrose or substitution of isotonic KCl for sucrose had little 
effect on the rate or duration. Addition of extra KCl to the reaction sys- 
tem was slightly inhibitory, probably because excess K+ was added as 
the cation for substrates and buffer. Addition of 0.06 m sucrose was 
helpful, however. 

Cofactors — The MgCL level was optimum at 0.0033 m (Table III), as 
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it was in the system devised for assay of oxalacetic oxidase (2), though a 
large part (about SO per cent) of the Mg must be in a complex vith 
citrate (14) and this ma}’’ reduce the rates of oxidation by enzymes re- 
quiring Mg++ (15). The various coenzjune^ had little effect on the initial 
rate of reaction. Both DPN and TPN greatly decreased duration. The 
reason for this is not clear, but it is verj’’ unlikely that metal contaminants 
were responsible and inhibition of bound coenzjmes may be indicated. 

Table III 

Effect of Addition of Cofaclors 


The conditions and the column headings are the same as for Table I. 


Variation 

(I) 

Maximum rate 
(2) 

Duration 

(3) 


rl. 0, 

fntn. 

0.0023 uMga. 

45 

260 

0.0033 " " 

48 

260 

0.0033 “ “ * 

46 

210 

0.0067 “ '< • 

48 

180 

0 M nicotinamide (NA) 

43 

240 

0.04 M nicotinamide 

43 

220 

0 y DPN, 0 y TPN, 0.0 m NA* 

38 

190 

400 y DPN, 0 7 TPN, 0.04 m NA* 

38 

110 

0 7 DPN, 100 7 TPN, 0.04 m NA* 

42 

110 

0 7 DPN, 0 7 TPN, 0.0 M NA* 

42 

216 

600 7 DPN, 80 7 TPN, 0.04 m NA* 

35 

80 

No cofactorsf 

46 

260 

Cofactorstt 

50 

150 


* 1.3 X 10~‘ M cytochrome c was used, 
t 2 N NaOH in the center wells. 

t 360 y of DPN, 30 y of TPN, 5 mg. of NA, 50 -y of biotin, 100 y of pyridoxine, 
100 y of cocarboxylase, approximately 1 unit of coenzyme A (obtained from Dr. 
P. M. Strong). 


Laier Additions — If the rate of oxygen uptake declines because of the 
loss of some compound originally in excess, later addition of the com- 
pound might be expected to restore the rate. Table IV gives data of this 
natiue, showing that the rate of oxj’-gen uptake was not helped by citrate, 
cytochrome c, or ATP, but was benefited, though not completely re- 
stored, by DPN. Addition of other cofactors to the DPN did not help 
further. Since DPN was not initially helpful, deterioration consists, at 
least partly, in breakdown of DPN originally in the homogenate. The 
stimulation by DPN was brief. In 1 hour the rate returned to that of 
the control. 

Citrate and Phosphorylation — Citrate seems especially important for 
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Table IV 

Effect of Later Additions to Reaction System 


Tho standard conditions were used, except that the volume was 2.8 to 3.0 ml. 
before the addition and 3.0 to 3.3 ml. afterwards. The values are averages of dupli- 
cate experiments. 




Rate immediately after addition, 

Variation 

Addition time 

/il. Oi per 10 min. 



Control 

Supplemented 


mirt. 

! 


Approximately 1 unit coenzyme A 

220 

28 

27 

0.2 ml. 2 X 10"^ M cytochrome c 



28 

0.2 “ 0.15 m citrate 



28 

0.2 " 0.15 “ 

200 

31 

29 

0.3 “ 0.01 M ATP 

225 

27 

27 

400 T DPN, 20 y TPN, 5 mg. NA 



33 

12% extract from boiled rat liver, 0.5 ml. 



28 

360 y DPN, 5 mg. NA 

275 

18 

27 

30 " TPN, 5 mg. NA 



19 

360 " DPN, 30 y TPN, 5 mg. NA 



33 

Cofactors* 



28 

<< ♦ 

270 

23 

30 


* See Table HI. 



Fig. 3. Effect of citrate on ATP and adenylic acid breakdown. The standard 
conditions were used, e.xcept that phosphate was 0.0067 m and the homogenate had 
been incubated 25 minutes at 38° before use to destroj'' its oxidative ability. The 
pH was 7.3 to 7.4. The points are averages of duplicate determinations. 

long duration, and this is probably in part due to the inhibitory action 
of citrate on adenylic acid breakdown (Fig. 3), indirectly preventing loss 
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of ATP. Citrate has been stated to be an inhibitor for ATPase (16) but 
this effect was not observed under our conditions. 

A ratio of phosphate esterified per atom of oxygen used (P:0 ratio) 
can be calculated as follows: with a part of the fresh homogenate used to 
obtain the data of Fig. 3, in a reaction mixture standard except that less 
phosphate was used so as to increase analytical accuracy, measurements 
showed no loss of ATP in the 1st hour (inorganic P at zero time 21.9 ixa, 
at 1 horn: 21.3 pm). The rate of oxj'gen uptake at 1 hour was 46 pi. per 
10 minutes, or 0.40 microatom of oxj’-gen per minute. From Fig. 3, the 
initial rate of ATP breakdown by incubated homogenate was 1.0 ± 0.1 
pM of P per minute. If the rate of ATP breakdown by fresh homogenate 
was the same as by incubated homogenate, the rate of ATP synthesis in 
the reacting sj'stem must also have equaled 1.0 pM of P per minute, and 
P:0 = 1.0/0.4 = 2.0 ± 0.3. A similar experiment agreed with the one 
cited. A recent estimate for the maximum P:0 is 2.8 (17); therefore 
little oxidation occurred initially without concurrent phosphoiylation. 

Properties of Homogenate 

Lability to Incubation — Since other additions were not limiting, the 
homogenate was examined in view of earlier observations (1) on its lability. 
When a 10 per cent kidney homogenate in 8.5 per cent sucrose was incu- 
bated 10 to 15 minutes at 38°, it could no longer oxidize citrate, malate, 
o£-ketoglutarate, or oxalacetate, or reduce methylene blue in the reaction 
system. Since fresh homogenate in the complete reaction system is stable 
for several hours at 38°, the question arises as to what conditions are 
responsible for the difference in stability. It was found that the ATP 
present in the complete reaction system was the stabilizing factor, be- 
cause homogenate in the reaction system minus only ATP was inactivated 
in 10 minutes at 38° and was not reactivated by later addition of ATP. 
If the reaction system lacked only substrate, the homogenate did not lose 
activity in 10 minutes at 38°, showing that ATP was of prime importance 
in preserving the homogenate. An adequate supply of ATP is necessary 
but not suflBcient to preserve oxidation, because in the complete reaction 
system deterioration is either incompletely blocked by ATP or proceeds 
by a slower process which is not affected by ATP. 

Variable Amounts of Homogenate — ^As can be seen from Table V, in- 
creasing the amount of fresh homogenate in the reaction system in- 
creased the initial rate of oxygen uptake proportionally and decreased the 
duration in an approximately linear manner. When incubated homoge- 
nate was added to the fresh homogenate, the initial rate rose from 43 to 
56 lA- in 10 minutes but was not further increased by addition of more 
incubated homogenate. 
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The stimulation by incubated homogenate was obseiwed only at the 
beginning of the experiment and addition later in the experiment was in- 
effective. Thus, when 0.2 ml. of 10 per cent homogenate of rat kidney 
which had been incubated 25 minutes at 38° was added to a reaction sys- 
tem containing an equal amount of fresh homogenate, at zero time the 
rate was increased from 43 to 56 /zl. in 10 minutes. When the addition 
was made at 60 minutes, the rate was increased from 43 to 48 /ih, and 
when it was made at 240 minutes the rate increased only from 24 to 25 
/il. in 10 minutes. These results are interpreted to mean that fresh ho- 
mogenate contains essential factors that are labile to incubation, wliich 
do not initially limit the rate because they are in slight excess. The 

Table V 

Ejfeci of Varying Amounts of Fresh and Incubated Homogenates 


The standard conditions were used except for the variable amounts of homo- 
genate. The incubated homogenate was kept at 38° for 25 minutes prior to use. 
The values are averages of duplicate determinations. 


Fresh homogenate 

Incubated homogenate 

Maximum rate 1 

Duration (time to ball 
maximum rate) 

wl. 

ml. 

111. Oi per JO min. 

min. 

0.1 


23 

2S0 

0.2 


48 j 

225 

0.3 


75 1 

205 

0.4 


99 

150 

0.2 


43 

310 

0.2 

0.1 

54 

275 

0.2 

0.2 

56 

220 

0.2 

0.3 

56 

180 


0,2 

1 

5 



factor that limits the rate initially must be stable to incubation, because 
when incubated homogenate was added to fresh homogenate the rate 
increased. When the stable factor in the incubated homogenate was 
added in excess, a maximum rate of oxygen uptake was reached, which 
was determined by the amount of labile factors present in the fresh ho- 
mogenate. After the reaction had progressed for a time, the labile fac- 
tors were partly lost and were no longer in excess; so that addition of 
incubated homogenate was no longer helpful.^ 

‘ Our knowledge of the stable factors is limited because the assay is elfective 
only within very narrow limits; the slight excess of labile material in whole ho- 
mogenate permits only a small increase in oxygen uptake. Further work might be 
carried out with mitochondria as the source of labile factors. Although the mito- 
chondria do not lack stable factors altogether, the large stimulation by incubated 
homogenate (in Table VII, among other data) indicates the superiority of mito- 
chondria for assay of stable factors. 







A. B. PARDEE AND V. R. POTTER 


749 


The dialyzablc material from fresh or incubated homogenates was not 
stimulatorj’’ when added to fresh homogenate in the reaction system; 
therefore the rate-limiting stable factors were not dialyzable. They were 
present at the end of an experiment, after oxj’’gen uptake ceased, as shown 
by the stimulatoiy^ effect when fresh homogenate was added. For ex- 
ample, in one experiment the initial rate was 48, the rate at 320 minutes 
was 4, and on addition of an amount of fresh homogenate equal to the 
original amount (and ATP) it rose to 62 ;il. in 10 minutes. ATP alone 
had no effect. No inhibitor that would have decreased the activity of 
the fresh homogenate was present, because the fresh homogenate was 

Table VI 

Bound DPN and Oxygen Uptake at Various Times 
The conditions were standard, e.xcept that 0.3 ml. of homogenate was used 
per flask. At the stated times the flask contents were removed from the Warburg 
apparatus, cooled on ice, and centrifuged for 10 minutes at 8500 X g. The super- 
natant fluid was discarded, and a small amount of water was added to the precipi- 
tate and heated 2 minutes at 100° to denature the enzymes. The assays were made 
without remowng the solid material by a method in which a malic dehydrogenase 
s 3 -stem is employed (18). We wish to thank Dr. P. M. Huennekens for perform- 
ing these assaj’s. 


Time 

Rate 

DPN per flask 

min. 

111. Oi per 10 min. 

7 

0 


18 

45 

SO 

10 

120 

55 

8 

180 

30 

1 

250 

3 

0 


active when added to the inactive reaction mixture. Also, aU essential 
components except for ATP and homogenate must still have been present. 

DPN in Homogenate — Experiments by Huennekens and Green (18) 
have demonstrated that bound coenzymes in cyclophorase preparations 
are lost or destroyed rmder various ejqjerimental conditions. These au- 
thors suggest that the loss is an irreversible one, and that added DPN aids 
oxygen uptake by a different mechanism. The fact that addition of 
DPN during the course of the reaction provides a stimulation but does not 
stimulate initially in the present system suggests that boimd DPN is lost 
as the reaction proceeds. At the suggestion of Dr. Green this was tested 
directly (Table n). It can be seen that loss of DPN in the particles 
paralleled the decreasing rate of oxygen uptake. 

Centrifugal Fractionation — Schneider and Potter (19) noted earlier that 
the mitochondria oxidized oxalacetate at a lower rate than did the whole 
homogenate, and that all fractions of the homogenate stimulated oxidation 
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Table VII 

Oxidaiion hy Fractions of Homogenate 

The final concentrations were as follows: 0.067 m KCl, 0.017 m K phosphate 
(pH 7.0), 0.0033 M MgCls, 1.3 X 10~' M cytochrome c, 0,01 m potassium citrate, 0.008 
M potassium pyruvate, 0.01 m potassium fumarate, 1.3 X 10“’ M K ATP. The final 
volume was 3.0 ml. The center well contained 0.2 ml, of 2 n NaOH. A 10 per eent 
homogenate of rat Iddney in S.5 per cent sucrose was used, and a portion was incu- 
bated at 38° for 20 minutes. The fractions, nuclei (Nw), mitochondria (Mw), and 
supernatant (Si) were prepared as described by Schneider and Potter (19). The 
duration is the time required for the rate to fall to one-half the maximum rate of 
the same flask. 


Fraction of fresh homogenate 

Incubated 

Maximum rate 

Duration 



fit. Oi per JO min. 

min. 

0.2 ml. homogenate 


50 

195 

0.4 “ Nw 


3 


0.4 “ Mw 


26 

no 

0.4 “ Si 


0 


0.4 " Nw 

0.2 ml. homogenate 

9 

70 

0.4 “ Mw 

0.2 " “ 

72 

170 

0.4 » Si 

0.2 " " 

14 

50 

0.2 " homogenate 

0.4 " Nw 

60 

185 

0.2 " “ 

0.4 " Mw 

65 

180 

0.2 " “ 

0.4 •• S, 

61 

100 


Table VIII 

Oxygen Uptake by Various Tissues 


The standard conditions were used except for the type of tissue. The homo- 
genates were 10 per cent rat tissue in 8.5 per cent sucrose except when otherwise 
noted. The numbers arc averages of duplicate determinations. 


Tissue 

Homogenate 

Maximum rate 

Duration 
(time to half 
maximum rate) 


ml. 

mI. Ot per 10 min. 

min. 

Kidney 

0.2 

45 

250 

” ' (HsO) 

0.2 

30 

100 

Liver 

0.6 

47 

370 

“ *(HsO) 

0.6 

13 

no 

Heart 

0.2 

72 

230 

Brain 

0.7 

31 

120 

I< 

0.8 

42 

115 

It 

o.st 

44 

135 

Tumor (Plexner-Jobling) 

0.5 

5 


" " (KCl) 

0.5 

4 


“ (Walker No. 256) “ 

0.5 

6 


“ “ “ 256 “ 

0.5 

4 



* Conditions as in Table Vll. 2 n NaOH in the center well, 
t Plus cofactors (see Table HI). 
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by the mitochondria, although the other fractions were inactive alone. 
Bj' centrifugal fractionation of incubated and fresh homogenates and 
measurement of o.xj’gen uptake bj’’ the various fractions alone and re- 
combined, it was found that the necessary labile factors in the homogenate 
were in the mitochondria (Table "STI), since only the mitochondria stimu- 
lated oxj'gen uptake by incubated whole homogenate. All incubated 
fractions contained some stable factor because they all stimulated fresh 
homogenate. 

The mitochondria show gross damage when the homogenate is prepared 
in water rather than in isotonic solution (6) and this is correlated with 
reduced oxidation rate and duration (1). Obsen^ations of incubated ho- 
mogenates under the phase microscope did not show such damage; the 
mitochondria looked more like those in a fresh homogenate, indicating 
that a more subtle breakdomi process must have occurred,® 

Other Tiesiies — The experiments described above were carried out with 
kidney homogenates. Tlie maximum rate and duration for some other 
tissues are shown in Table ^TII. Liver and heart were similar to kidney 
with respect to duration, but brain was inferior. An active DPNase in 
brain may be responsible (20), though the addition of cofactors and 
nicotmamide was onlj’’ slightly helpful. 

The stimulatory stable factors which are present in incubated homoge- 
nate are foxmd in tissues which caimot take up oxygen by themselves in 
this system: Flexner-Jobling rat carcinoma, Walker 256 carcinosarcoma, 
and water homogenate of liver. These tissues stimulated oxygen uptake 
by fresh kidney homogenate to approximately the same extent that incu- 
bated kidney homogenate did, and reduced duration similarly.^ 

DISCUSSION 

Throughout this communication the abilitj’’ to take up ox 3 ’-gen has 
been considered a measure of the stability of both oxidative and phos- 
phoiylative enzymes. Although the enzymes and cofactors involved in 
the reactions resulting in ox 3 ’’gen uptake are of interest in themselves, 
their activity cannot be taken as evidence for the stability of enzymes 
and cofactors involved in other unmeasured reactions, e.g. synthetic proc- 
esses. However, there is reason to believe that the stability of the 
oxidative processes, imder the conditions of the present publication, are 
correlated with the stability of mechanisms which convert oxidative energy 
to high energy phosphate bonds. The fact that the P:0 ratio had nearly 
the TnnviTTinTin possible Value during the 1st hour of reaction shows that 
during this period, at least, little oxj'gen uptake was occurring without 
conversion of its energy to high energy phosphate bonds. Although it 
is possible that the mechanism for formation of high energy phosphate 

‘ We wisli to thank Dr. P. L. Gausewitz for carrying out these ohservations. 
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may have deteriorated preferentially, so that non-phosphorylative oxida- 
tion replaced phosphorylative oxidation, this seems unlikely from the 
data of Figs. 1 and 3, which show that not all of the ATP had broken down 
at the time oxygen was being utilized at half the maximum rate, and that, 
should phosphoiylative oxidation have stopped, ATPase would have de- 
stroyed the ATP in a short time. This evidence does not prove that only 
phosphorylative oxidation occurred throughout the reaction, or that oxi- 
dation of certain substrates is inseparably coupled with phosphorylation, 
but it seems very likely that as long as oxygen uptake was one-half or 
more of the maximum rate phosphorylation was also occurring in this 
system. 

Eventual failure of the system described in this communication is not 
due to loss of substrate, change of pH, production of inhibitor, or dis- 
appearance of ATP. In earlier work (1) loss of ATP was found to be 
correlated with failure of oxj^gen uptake- Although total loss of ATP 
will cause failure of the present system, if allowed to occur (by addition of 
2 ,4-dinitrophenol, for example), the loss of ATP is diminished by high 
levels of citrate (0.015 m). Citrate decreases the rate of adenylic acid 
breakdoum (perhaps by forming a complex with metal ions (14)), the effect 
being especially great at low adenylic acid levels, and this indirectly pre- 
vents the loss of ATP by providing a better opportunity for rcphosphoiyla- 
tion of adenylic acid. The observed gradual breakdown of ATP probably 
results from deterioration of other compounds, which results in inability 
to synthesize high energy phosphate as fast as it is broken down by de- 
structive enzymes. When oxygen uptake diminishes, the adenylic acid 
cannot all be rephosphoiylated and the excess is broken down further, as 
shown by production of inorganic phosphate and ammonia (21). 

The main conclusion that emerges from this studj'' is that the failure of 
the system is due to loss of labile components in the mitochondria. These 
components were destroyed enzymatically, as shown by the fact that 
as the homogenate was increased the duration wns decreased. In the 
present system loss of bound DPN is very likely a prime cause of failure 
of oxygen uptake, although significant losses of other bound coenzymes no 
doubt also occur. The vw presented is similar to one recently published 
by Cross, Taggart, Covo, and Green (17), that the various steps of the 
Krebs tricarboxylic acid cycle require various protein-bound cofactors 
that are split off under unfavorable experimental conditions. Such an 
explanation could account for the dependence of duration on such factors 
as tonicity, ATP, citrate, cytochrome c, and the amount of homogenate 
present. 

SUMMARY 

A homogenate system which oxidizes the substrates of the Krebs cj'-cle 
is described, in which the rate and duration are not limited by substrate, 
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buffering, or high energy phosphate. The system maintains high energy 
phosphate and oxj'gen uptake for 4 to 6 hours with rat kidney, heart, or 
liver as the enzjmie source, but brain takes up oxygen for only 2 hours. 
Tumor is inactive but stimulates oxidation by kidney. The breakdovTi of 
the sj'stem was studied and it was concluded that the mitochondria lose 
cofactors and otherwise deteriorate. High energj'- phosphate is required 
for stahilit 3 ' and its maintenance is aided bj' citrate, which inhibits the 
breakdouTi of adenjdic acid that is continually formed from ATP, favoring 
resjmthesis of ATP. A P:0 ratio of 2.5 ifc 0.3 was calculated for the 
s}'stem for the 1st hour. 
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ISOLATION OF a-AIONOPALMITIN FROM HOG PANCREAS* 


Bt MARY ELLEN JONES, f F. C. KOCH,t ARTHUR E. HEATH, and 
PAUL L. MU-NSONl 

(From the Endocrinology Research Section, Armour and Company, Chicago) 
(Received for publication, June 8, 1949) 

In general, the glycerides which occur in nature are fully esterified; 
monoglycerides and dighmerides have onty rarelj' been foimd. Bergmann 
(2) isolated 1,3-dipalmitin from commercial chrj'salis oil but did not find 
it in freshly extracted chrj'salises. Reichstein (3) and Wintersteiner and 
Pfiffner (4) identified a-monopalmitin as a minor constituent of the adrenal 
lipides. E\idence (short of isolation) for the presence of monoglycerides 
in the intestine during the digestion of fats has been presented by Frazer 
and Sammons (5). 

The present report describes the isolation, identification, and a simple 
method of preparation of highly purified a-monopahnitin from hog pan- 
creas tissue, in which it occurs in a remarkably high concentration. 1 to 
1.2 per cent of the fresh weight of hog pancreas may be obtained in cr 3 ’'stal- 
Ime form, and analysis by a periodic acid method (6) indicates a total 
monoglyceride content amounting to approximatelj’' 10 per cent of the 
alcohol-soluble extractives. 

Isolation — a-Monopalmitin was first isolated from hog pancreas by one 
of us (F. C. K.) while investigating methods of preparation of lipocaic 
from that source. The hashed fresh pancreas tissue was extracted several 
times with 65 per cent alcohol at pH 4 (HCl) . The pooled aqueous alcohol 
extracts were concentrated under diminished pressure xmtil essentially 
all the alcohol had been evaporated. The aqueous suspension remaining 
contained lipides which were eliminated by extraction with petroleum ether 
in a separatory funnel. "When the layers separated, it was obser\md that 
a white, waxy, crystalline substance had appeared at the interface. After 
recrystallization from CCh, the substance was foimd to contain negligible 
amounts of N and P, and gave negative tests for S, carbohydrate, and 
cholesterol. Subsequentbq larger quantities of the crude, crystalline ma- 

* A preliminary report was presented before the annual meeting of the American 
Society of Biological Chemists at Chicago, May, 1947 (1) . 

t Present address. Department of Physiological Chemistrj% Yale University, 
New Haven. 

t Died January 26, 1948. 

§ Present address. Department of Pharmacology, Yale University, New Haven. 
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terial were made available to us from pilot plant pancreas extracts pre- 
pared according to a similar procedure*. 

Identification — ^The crude substance Avas purified by severjd rccrJ^slRl- 
lizations from CCI4, and found to be a saturated ester Avhicli, after saponi- 
fication Avitli alcoholic KOH, yielded palmitic acid and glycerol. Duplicate 
saponification-equivalent determinations were 328.0 and 328.5 (theory for 
monopalmitin, 330.5). The melting point Avas 75.0-75.5°; mixed melting 
point AAdth an authentic sample of S3mthctic a-monopalmitin* (m.p. 74- 
75°), 74.3-75.5°. a-Monoglj’'ceride assay by the periodic acid procedure 
of Pohle, Mehlenbacher, and Cook (6) jdclded values of 99 to 100 per 
cent. Determinations in duplicate of free OH groups by the method of 
Ogg, Porter, and Willits (7) garm values of 10.2 and 10.45 per cent (the- 
ory, 10.3). 

CifllljsOi. Calculated. C 69.04, II 11.59 
Found. “ 68.75, “ 11.22 
“ 68.63, “ 11.24 

18.18 gm. of purified ester Avere saponified with alcoholic KOH. After 
neutralization AA'ith dilute H 2 SO 4 , the alcohol Avas removed by distillation. 
The aqueous residue AA^as acidified and the palmitic acid collected b}'' 
filtration. It AA^as AA^ashed repeatedly Avith AA'ater to I’cmovc gb'cerol and 
sulfate. The dry AA'eight Avas 14.09 gm. or 77.5 per cent (iheoiy, 77.5 per 
cent). After one reciystallization from acetone the melting point Avas 
61.7-62.6°. The neutral equivalent Amines determined in triplicate AA'ere 
254.9, 256.2, and 257.3; mean, 256.1 (theoiy, 256.4). 

The filtrate and Avashings from the palmitic acid AA’ere dried 63’’ distilla- 
tion under diminished pressure. The s3'Tupy, salt-containing residue Avas 
extracted repeatedl3'' Avith eth3d acetate and ethanol. The extracts AA’ere 
evaporated and again e.xhaustivel3’’ extracted AA’ith absolute ethanol, the 
procedure being repeated several times to eliminate inorganic salt. The 
resulting light broAAm syrup, after desiccation, Aveighed 4.34 gra. or 23.9 
per cent of the ester (theoiy, 27.9 per cent). It is assumed that part of the 
glycerol Avas lost during distillation of the alcohol and the subsequent 
manipulations. The isolated gl3’'cerol AAms redistilled under diminished 
pressure. The specific gravity of the product Avas 1.26 at 22°, and the 
refractive index at 20° Avas 1.4729, both these Amlues agreeing precise^’' 
AAdth those found in the literature. 

The diacetate of the isolated a-monopalmitin Avas prepared in p 3 ''ridine 
solution by treatment Avith acetic anhydride. The resulting cr 3 ''stalline 

^We are indebted to Dr. L. P. Anderson and Mr. Ilalpli Schmitt, Biochemical 
Pilot Plant, Armour Laboratories, for supplies of this material. 

- Dr. H. C. Black, Research Laboratories, Swift and Company, Chicago, gen- 
erously donated this sample. 
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product -was dissolved in 10 parts of hot Skellj'solve F, filtered while hot, 
and placed in the cold room at 3-5° for crystallization. The resulting 
needles were collected on a chilled Buchner funnel in the cold room. After 
thorough desiccation over PjOs thej' melted at 42.5-43.5°. Saponifica- 
tion-equivalent determinations in duplicate were 139.8 and 138.9 (theory 
for the diacetato, 139.5). No record of the previous preparation of the 
derivative has been found in the literature. 

The dibenzoate was prepared by treating the ester in pyridine solution 
with benzoyl chloride. It was recrj'stallized and collected under the same 
conditions as the diacetate; m.p., 49.6-50.2°. 

Further confirmation of the identity of the isolated or-monopalmitin 
was pro\ided bj' x-raj’ anatysis of the purified ester carried out in the labora- 
tories of The Procter and Gamble Companj’-, Ivorydale, Ohio, through the 
courtesy of Dr. D. J. Koojmian. 


Table I 

Exlraclion of BOO Gm. of Hog Pancreas Tissue 



Solvent 

volume 

1 

Total 

solids 

ot-Mono- 

glyceridc 


ml. 

gm. 

Per cent 

First 3 alcohol e.xtracts (filtered at room temperature) . . 

3800 

88.6 

9.5 

Second 3 “ “ ( “ normal hot) 

2250 

22.0 

0.8 

One CCh extract ■ ■ . • 

750 

0.8 

0 


Delerminaiion of a-Monopalmitin Content of Hog Pancreas and Improved 
Method of Isolation — ^Recognition that the isolation method described above 
was probably not an eflacient one led us to further experiments. 

500 gm. of ground hog pancreas were extracted by stirring mechanically 
with denatured alcohol at reflux temperature. The tissue was extracted 
six times with alcohol and once with CCh, each time for 3 hours. The first 
three alcohol extracts were filtered at room temperature; the fourth, fifth, 
and sixth were filtered while hot. The amounts of a-monoglyceride (de- 
termined by the method of Pohle et al. (6)) and other extractives are 
shovm in Table I. Although only 80 per cent of the total extractives was 
removed in the first three alcohol extracts, 98 per cent of the monoglyceride 
was found in this fraction. Other experiments confirmed these findings 
and furthermore showed that two alcohol extractions were sufficient to 
remove essentially all of the monoglyceride. 

The procedme applied by Reichstein (3) to adrenal extracts was then 
followed (permutit treatment was omitted). In brief, the steps involved 
are removal of alcohol imder diminished pressure, repeated extraction of 
the moist lipide residue with warm benzene, evaporation of the "filtered 
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benzene extracts, extraction of the residue with hot acetone, and removal 
of insoluble phospholipide by filtration. Crystalline a-monopalmitin may 
be obtained from the acetone filtrate in a variety of ways. 

It was found that the benzene step could be omitted without disadvan- 
tage, but acetone treatment to eliminate phospholipides was essential. 
Attempts to crystallize the monoglyceride without removal of phospholipide 
were unproductive. Further simplification of the process by substituting 
acetone for alcohol as the original extracting solvent was not successful. 
Three acetone extracts removed only about 15 per cent of the monoglyc- 
erides present. 

Additional experiments led to the following procedure for preparation 
of crystalline a-monopalmitin from hog pancreas. (1) Extract ground liog 
pancreas tissue twice under a reflux, with stirring, with 2 liters of 95 per 
cent ethanol per kilo of wet tissue; (2) allow the digests to cool to room 
temperature and filter; (3) exhaustively evaporate the alcohol from the 
pooled extracts under diminished pi'essure; (4) allow the aqueous residue 
resulting from the alcohol evaporation to settle and separate the upper 
layer of semisolid lipide from the lower aqueous la^mr; (5) extract the 
moist lipide material with 5 volumes of hot acetone and filter while hot to 
remove the insoluble phospholipide; (6) exhaustively evaporate the acetone 
from the filtrate under diminished pressure; (7) heat the aqueous residue 
resulting from the acetone evaporation until the solids are dissolved or 
liquefied, cool to room temperature, separate the upper lipide layer 
from the lower aqueous layer, and dry the lipide material in a vacuum oven; 
(8) dissolve the dried lipides in 2.5 volumes of hot Skellysolve and allow to 
crystallize at room temperature. Collect the crystals by gravity filtration. 
Remove most of the rest of the solvent by pressure or suction filtration. 
Finally dry in a vacuum desiccator. Yield, 1.1 to 1.3 per cent of the fresh 
pancreas weight. Purity, 91 to 95 per cent by a-monogbrneride assay. 

For further purification recrystallize twice from 10 volumes of Skelly- 
solve A, hexane, or heptane. A 90 to 95 per cent yield is obtained from 
each recrystallization, and the purity of the final product as estimated by 
a-monoglyceride assay is 98 to 100 per cent. The melting point of one such 
product was 73.5-75° by the capillary method and 73-74° when the cooled 
molten solid was carefully heated in a well controlled air bath with the 
thermometer in the melting crystals.® a-Monopalmitin exists in several 
polymorphic modifications, and the latter melting point compares with 
74.6° found by Lutton and Jackson for the /S' form (8). 

In three experiments, residues, non-crystalline side fractions, and mother 
liquors were assayed for a-monoglyeeride content. The values obtained 
were added to the weight of crystalline a-monopalmitin obtained to pro- 

* Performed by Mr. Roger S. Sedgwick, Fat and Oil Research Section, Armour 
and Company. 
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vide an estimate of total a-monoglyceride content. The results were 1.72, 
1.77, and 1.9 per cent, respectively. 

Exaininalion of Other Tissues — The procedure described above for isola- 
tion of a-monopalmitin was applied to brain and adrenal tissue of the hog 
in order to test the hj'-pothesis that the pancreas is unique in its high con- 
tent of a-monopalmitin. No crj’-stalline material was obtained in either 
case or from a liver lipide b 3 ''-product. a-Monoglyceride analysis of the 
fractions obtained indicated a content of not more than 0.11 per cent of 
fresh tissue weight in all tliree cases. Our failure to confirm the previous 
isolations of a-monopalmitin from adrenal glands (3, 4) is not surprising, 
considering the small amounts of tissue e.vtracted in our experiments and 
the small jdelds pre\dousl 3 ’’ reported (0.004 per cent by Wintersteiner and 
Pfiffner). 


DISCUSSION 

The possibilit 3 '^ that a-monopalmitin is not a significant constituent of 
the Ihdng pancreas, but arises through postmortem enzymatic changes, 
was considered. It was found, however, that the same 3 aeld of crystalline 
substance was obtained when fresh pancreas taken directly from the killing 
floor was ground and promptly extracted as when stored frozen tissue or 
routinelyhandledpancreaswasusedasstartingmaterial. Furthermore, the 
method of isolation used is presumably not such as to cause either partial 
or complete hydrolysis of trigt 3 ’'cerides. 

We have no explanation for our failure to encounter other saturated 
monoglycerides as contaminants of the isolated monopalmitin. It is im- 
likely that the monoglyceride content indicated as present in the mother 
liquors, which in our hands resisted separation from the associated triglyc- 
erides, includes saturated monoglycerides other than monopalmitin, since 
their similar solubility and thermal properties would favor their precipita- 
tion under crystallization conditions. TJnsaturated monoglycerides may 
possibly be present in this fraction, however. 

The ease with which a high proportion of a-monopahnitin may be iso- 
lated from pancreas encourages us to believe that by a combination of 
sunple fractionations and periodic acid analysis a quantitative method for 
estimation of pancreas monoglyceride applicable to small laboratory ani- 
mals is feasible. Such a method should facilitate investigations into the 
significance of its presence. It still remains to be demonstrated, however, 
that pancreas of other species is like that of the hog in its high a-monogly- 
ceride content. 

SUMMART 

1. A white, waxy, crystalline substance isolated in high yield from al- 
cohol extracts of fresh hog pancreas has been identified as a-monopahnitin 
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by a variety of chemical and physical tests, including x-i'ay ansdysis, 
saponification to palmitic acid and glycerol, and preparation of deriva- 
tives. 

2. A simple method of preparation has been developed which yields 
crystalline a-monopalmitin to the extent of 1.1 to 1.3 per cent of the weight 
of fresh pancreas tissue. 

3. The total a-monoglyceride content of hog pancreas was estimated 
by a periodic acid assay procedure to be 1.7 to 1.9 per cent of the fresh 
tissue weight. In contrast, the a-monoglycoride content of brain, adrenal, 
and liver was found to be 0.1 1 per cent or less. 
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A complete knowledge of the composition of the nucleic acids has been 
unavailable because of the lack of quantitative procedures for the pyrimi- 
dine nucleotides. Our efforts to determine the composition of the ribo- 
nucleic acid (RNA) of pancreas resulted in the scheme of analj^sis outlined 
below. "Uffiile this work was in progress methods were published for the 
separation and estimation of the purine and pjoimidine bases in hydroly- 
sates of nucleic acid by paper chromatography (1,2), the recovery of total 
nucleic acid nitrogen being incomplete (2). The procedure described here 
is sufficiently precise to account for 96 per cent (average recovery) of the 
nucleic acid nitrogen as individual purine bases and pyrimidine nucleo- 
tides. 

The general plan of analysis includes hydrolysis by H2SO4 with the 
liberation of free purines (3, 4), followed by separation of the ptirines as 
silver compounds in acid solution (5). From this filtrate, containing silver 
ions, the pyrimidine nucleotides may be precipitated quantitatively by 
making the solution alkahne and adding 3 volumes of isopropyl alcohol. 
By extraction of the two silver precipitates with hot HCl the purines and 
pyrimidine nucleotides are recovered separately and the individual com- 
ponents may be estimated by the spectrophotometric procedures described 
here. The pyrimidine nucleotides may also be estimated directly in the 
acid hydrolysate after removal of the purines without precipitation as 
silver compounds. 

EXPERIMENTAL 

Acid Hydrolysis of RNA — The time interval required for acid hydroly- 
sis of purine nucleotides without appreciable destruction of the pyrimidine 
nucleotides, preidously reported by Jones (6) for yeast RNA vrth 5 per 
cent H2SO4, was determined for RNA of both yeast and pancreas with 
2 N H2SO4. The preparations used were the acetic acid-insoluble fraction 
prepared from yeast RNA (7) and a specimen of pancreas RNA prepared 
by the methods described in the preceding paper of this series (8). 

The liberation of inorganic phosphate at 100° from the more easily 

* Aided by a grant from the Rockefeller Foundation. 
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hydrolyzed purine nucleotides is complete in 60 minutes (Fig. 1). Inor- 
ganic and total phosphates were measured by the method of Fiske and 
Subbarow (9). The rate of liberation of purines was followed by pre- 
cipitating the purines from the diluted hydrolysate with silver sulfate (5) 
and determining the total N in an HCl extract of the precipitate by the 
micro-Kjeldahl method (10). As shown in Fig. 1 the glucosidic union of 
purine with ribose-3-phosphate is broken with greater speed than the 
ester union of phosphate and ribose, the former being complete in 30 
minutes or less. 



Fig. 1 Liberafaon of inorganic phosphate and of purine nitrogen from ribonu- 
cleic acid in 2 N H=S 04 at 100^ O = P from yeast RNA (acetic acid precipitate); 
C = P from pancre^ RNA (acetic acid precipitate); □ = purine N from unfrac- 
tionated pancreas RNA. 


When purine-bound phosphate is to be measured, the hydrolysis should 
be continued for 1 hour, and the amount of inorganic P liberated should 
be corrected by the increase occurring during the next 30 minutes deter- 
mined on a second specimen (6). When only purines and the pjnimidine 
nucleotides are studied, the time of hydrolysis may be reduced to 30 
minutes. 

Spectrophotomeiric Determination of Purines and Pyrimidine Nticleo- 
tfdes— Ploeser and Loring (11) applied to the analysis of cytidine and 
uridine in mixtures a principle which we have followed in determining the 
purine and the pyrimidine nucleotides. The concentration of each com- 
ponent in a binary mixture can be calculated from the optical density 
measurements at two wave-lengths at which each component absorbs light 
to a different extent. The general formulae expressing the relationship of 
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the molar concentration C to the molecular absorption coefficients e and 
optical density D arc as follo^^'s: 

DXi = Ca <Xl + ^6 «Xl 
2?Xj = Ca tX; + Cb exj 

■where Dx, and Dx, = optical densities at the two wave-lengths Xi and "Kz] 
Ca and Cb = concentrations in moles per liter of the two substances a and 
h; £ = molecular extinction coefficient, the subscript X indicating the 
wave-length in m/x, and the superscript, the compound (e.g., ezes = mo- 
lecular extinction coefficient for compound a at 262 mAi). 



Fig. 2. Absorption curves of adenine and guanine in 0.1 n HCl. O = adenine 
sulfate (Eastman Kodak, 6.02 X 10“® m); • = guanine hj^drochloride (Eastman 
Kodak, 6.9 X 10-^ m). 


According to the plan of analysis proposed, adenine and guanine are ob- 
tained in the form of their hydrochlorides in n HCl solution, and the two 
pyrimidine nucleotides remain in the hydrolysate. The ultra'dolet absorp- 
tion curves for these two groups of compounds (Figs. 2 and 3) reveal 
sufficient differences in the molecular extinction coefficients at wave- 
lengths 245 and 262 mp to permit calculation of adenine and guanine 
concentrations, while the maxima for cytidylic and uridylic acids (278 and 
262 mp respectively) appear to be suitable for the estimation of these 
nucleotides. The molecular absorption coefficients for these purines in 
0.1 N HCl and for the two pyrimidine nucleotides in 0.01 n H 2SO4 are 
given in Table I. These values were obtained from measurements of op- 
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tical density on adenine sulfate and guanine hydrochloride (Eastman Ko- 
dak); cytidylic acid from Schwarz (2.99 N:1 P atoms), and a specimen 
prepared from yeast RNA by the method of Bredereck and Richter (12) 
(2.99 N:1 P atoms); and uridylic acid (1.95 N:1 P atoms) prepared by 



Fis. 3. Absorption curves of cytidylic and uridylic acids in 0.01 n HCl. O = 
uridylic acid, 3376 X 10““ m; © = cytidylic acid, 285 X 15““ M. 


TabIiE I 


Molecular Extinciion Coefficients of Adenine, Guanine, Cytidylic Acid, and Uridylic 

Acid 


Compound 

Solvent 

i 

1 Molecular crtinction coefficients 

1 245 mil 

262 mil 

265 mil 

276 mil 

278 nw» 

Adenine sulfate 

Guanine HCl 

Cytidylic acid 

Uridylic “ 

0.1 N HCl 

0.1" “ 

0.01 N HsSO* 

0.01 “ “ 

8,050 

10,900 

13,300 

7,580 

7,880 

9,690 

9300 

9300 

7100 

7100 

12,790 

4,300 


deamination of cytidylic acid.^ The concentration of the stock solutions 
examined was determined by measuring the nitrogen content (10). The 
measurements of optical density were made 'U'ith the Beckman quartz 
spectrophotometer (model DU), quartz cells with a light path of 1 cm. 
being used. 

Ploeser and Boring (11) reported molecular extinction coefficients of 
1 Kerr, S. E., and Doany, H., unpublished. 
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9890 for urid 5 ’lic acid and 12,720 for cytidylic acid in 0.01 n HCl at the 
respective maxima 262 and 278 m^t. Heyroth and Loofbourow (13) 
found 10,300 at 260 m/x for adenine sulfate dissolved in water but state 
that Holida}’* observed a maximum coefficient of 13,200 for a highly 
purified specimen of adenine sulfate. No data on the acidity of the solu- 
tions are given. 

It should be noted that the molecular e.xtinction coefficient for guanine 
differs with pH over a mde range (13, 14) ; hence it is important that op- 
tical density measurements be made always under the same conditions 
used for the determination of the coefficient e. The general formulae 
given above, when applied to solutions containing adenine (Ad) and 
guanine (Gu), become 

Dm = CAd + Cgq '245 
D2t; = CfL.d *202 "{■ Cgu *262 

When the values for e in 0.1 n HCl given in Table I are substituted in 
the above formulae and these are solved, the molar concentrations of 
adenine (CAd) and guanine(CGu) are expressed as follows: 


(1) 

CAd = 

10,900 Dse, - 7580 1?2« 
84.0 X 10® 

(2) 

Cgu = 

13,300 Dus ~ 8050 ZI 262 
84.0 X 10® 


In a similar mann er formulae expressing the molar concentrations of 
cjitidylic acid (Cc) and uridylic acid (Cxj) were calculated and found to 
be the following: 


(3) 

Cc = 

9690 D278 - 4300 H 202 

89.9 X 10® 


(4) 

Cu = 

12,790 2?2C2 — 7SS0 I^2T8 


89.9 X 10® 


These formulae were tested on mixtures of adenine and guanine of known 
concentration, and likewise on mixtures of cytidylic and uridylic acids, 
■with satisfactory results, as shown in Tables II and III. 

Since the molecular extinction coefficients for adenine and guanine are 
identical at 276 m/x (the point of intersection of the two absorption curves), 
the sum of the molar concentrations of the two purines may be determined 
by dividing the optical density at 276 m/x by €275 or 7100. Likewise the 

’ Quoted by Heyroth and Loofbourow (13) as a personal communication from 
Holiday. This paper also reports corrections to the molecular extinction coeffi- 
cients earlier given by Holiday (14). 
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sum of the molar concentrations of cytidylic and uridylic acids may be 
calculated by dividing the optical density at 265 mM by the coefficient 
9300 (e at the point of intersection of the cui-vcs for the two nucleotides). 
This method of estimating total purine and pyrimidine concentrations 


TaBLI! II 


Ajialysis of Mixtures of Adenine and Guanine by Calculation from Optical Density 
at and 262 mu and Determination of Total Purine Concentration from Optical 

Density at 276 mn 


Taken, moles per liter, X 10“* 

Found, moles per liter, X 10‘* 

Fcr cent recovery 

Adenine 

Guanine 

Total 



Total* 



Total* 

3.42 

2.26 

5.68 

3.32 

2.35 

5.77 

97.2 

101.1 

103.2 

1.71 

2.26 

3.97 

1.64 

2.27 

4.04 

95.8 

100.6 

101.8 

3.42 

1.13 

4.55 

3.34 

1.17 

4.56 

97.7 

103.5 

100.1 


* Determined by dividing the optical density at 270 mp by the molecular extinc- 
tion coefficient 7100. 


Table III 


Analysis of Mixtures of Cytidylic and Uridylic Acids by Calculation from Optical 

Density at 262 and 27S 7np 


Taken 

Found 

Rccoveo’ 

Cytidylic 

Uridylic 

Cytidylic 

Uridylic 



moles per h 

males per 1. 

moles per 1. 

moles per 1, 

per cent 

per cent 

0.255 X 10-® 

0.519 X 10-5 

0.247 X 10-5 

0.500 X 10-5 

97.0 

96.5 

0.510 X 10-' 

0.260 X 10-5 

0.501 X 10-5 

0.202 X 10-5 

98.5 

77.5 

1.423 X 10-s 

3.375 X 10-5 

1.416 X 10-5 

3.486 X 10-5 

98.9 

103.3 

3.99 X 10-5 

4.48 X 10-5 

3.89 X 10-5 

4.49 X 10-5 

97.3 

100.2 

7.98 X 10-5 

4.48 X 10-5 

7.89 X 10-5 

4.63 X 10-5 

98. 9 

103.2 

5.80 X 10-5 

8.95 X 10-5 

5.80 X 10-5 

o 

o 

o 

X 

o 

1 

100.0 

100.5 







0.933* 


0.964 


103.2 


1.260 


1.235 


98.0 



* Precipitated by silver oxide in alkaline solution plus 3 volumes of alcohol, then 
extracted from silver precipitate with HCl. 


provides a convenient check on the determinations of the individual con- 
stituents (see Table II). 

Two procedures are described, one (A) to be followed when determina- 
tions of total N, total P, and purine-bound ribose are desired in addition 
to purine and pyrimidine nucleotides; the other (Procedure B) when only 
the concentrations of the purines and the pyrimidine nucleotides are 
sought. 
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Procedure A — ^The sample (about 50 mg. of E.NA) is weighed into a test- 
tube (16 X 150 mm.), 5 cc. of 2 n H ^04 are added, and the tube is placed 
in boiling water for 30 minutes. The contents are agitated at the begin- 
ning to insure complete solution of the nucleic acid. After hydrolysis the 
cooled contents of the tube are diluted to 25 cc. in a volumetric flask. 
Aliquots of 1 cc. each are taken in duplicate for determinations of total 
P (9) and total N (10). 

For the separation of purines from the pyrimidine nucleotides an 18 cc. 
aliquot is measured into a 25 cc. centrifuge tube with a conical tip, and 1 
cc. of a molar suspension of silver oxide is added and stirred imtil dis- 
solved. As soon as the silver purine precipitate has flocculated it is sepa- 
rated by centrifugation, the supernatant fluid being transferred to a 25 
cc. volumetric flask. The precipitate is washed twice with 3 cc. portions 
of water, these being combined with the supernatant and diluted to 25 cc. 
This solution is reserved for the determination of pyrimidine nucleotides. 

Procedure B — When only purines and p3 mmidm e nucleotides are to be 
determined, a 25 mg. sample of RNA is weighed into a 25 cc. conical 
tipped centrifuge tube, 4 cc. of 2 N H2SO4 are added, the tube is placed in 
boiling water, and the sample is stirred until completely dissolved. After 
30 minutes hydrolj’’sis 12 cc. of water are added to reduce the acidity to 
0.5 N, and 1 cc. of AgjO suspension is stirred into the entire hydrolysate. 
After cooling, the silver purine precipitate is separated by centrifugation 
and washed with two 3 cc. portions of water, the supernatant solution and 
washings being diluted to 25 cc. m a volumetric flask. 

The silver purine precipitate and the acid solution (0.32 n) containing 
the pyrimidine nucleotides are analyzed as described below. 

Purine Determination — The washed silver purine precipitate obtained 
by either procedure is extracted repeatedly with n HCl at 100°, the ex- 
tracts being filtered into a 25 cc, volumetric flask and diluted with n 
HCl. 5 cc. of this solution, plus sufficient N HCl to make the final con- 
centration exactly 0.1 n,® are diluted to 100 cc. with water for spectropho- 
tometric examination. Optical density is measured at 245, 262, and 276 
m/x. The blank solution used in the reference cell must be 0.1 n HCl 
treated rigidly in the same way as the imknown. The molar concentra- 
tions of adenine and guanine are obtained by calculation by Formulae 1 
and 2 above. The sum of the molar concentrations of adenine and gua- 
nine is calculated by dividing the optical density at 276 mn by 7100. To- 
tal N may be determined by micro-Kjeldahl in separate 2 cc. portions of 

‘ The molecular e.xtinction coefficient for guanine varies with acidity over a con- 
siderable range (13, 14). The coefficients for adenine and the pyrimidine nucleo- 
tides are the same in 0.1 N and 0.01 n solution; hence no adjustment of acidity need 
be made in the case of the pyrimidine nucleotides when the size of the aliquot is 
changed. 
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the HCI solution of the purines to confirm the spectrophotomctric deter- 
minations. 

Pyrimidine Nucleotide Determination — ^The acid solution containing the 
pyrimidine nucleotides and free of purines, obtained by either procedure, 
may be examined directI}’’ after suitable dilution in the spectrophotometer 
when pure specimens of nucleic acid arc being analyzed, since tlie sulfuric 
acid, silver sulfate, and ribose phosphate present do not ab.sorb light at 
the wave-lengths used. 

For the spectrophotomctric determination of cytid 3 dic and uridylic acids 
a 6 cc. portion of the solution is diluted to 100 cc. with watei-^ and the op- 
tical density is measured in the spectrophotometer at the wave-lengths 
262, 265, and 278 m/z. The molar concentrations of cytidylic and uri- 
dylic acids are calculated by using Formulae 3 and 4 above. The total 
pyrimidine nucleotide concentration is calculated bj" dividing the optical 
density at 265 m/i by 9300. The result should be in close agreement with 
the sum of cytidylic and uridjdic acid concentrations calculated from the 
optical densities. This sum, expressed in terras of N, should also agree 
with the total pyrimidine N as determined by the micro-Kjeldahl proce- 
dure in 5 cc. aliquots when protein-free nucleic acid is anal 3 ’'zed. 

The data obtained from the spectrophotometric measurements are to 
be corrected for the various dilutions made and aliquots used, the final 
concentrations being expressed as raw per gm. or as per cent of the original 
RNA. 

Occasions may arise in which the pyrimidine nucleotides cannot be 
measured directly by the spectrophotometric procedui'e, but only after 
separation from contaminating substances which absorb ultraviolet 
light. This may be accomplished by precipitation with silver in alka- 
line solution in the presence of isopropyl alcohol. 

Precipitation of Pyrimidine Nucleotides — C 3 d.idylic acid may be precipi- 
tated quantitatively under the conditions previously described for nu- 
cleosides (15), i.e., when the solution containing silver ions is rendered 
alkaline to phenolphthalein. Uridylic acid is only partially precipitated 
by this procedure, but the addition of 3 volumes of isopropyl alcohol sepa- 
rates the remainder as an oil. The nucleotides are extracted from the 
washed silver precipitate with HCI, and may be determined spectrophoto- 
metrically in this extract. The satisfactory recovery of cytidylic and uri- 
dylic acid nitrogen by this procedure is shown in Table IV. In these 
experiments the pyrimidine nitrogen was determined by the micro-Kjel- 
dahl procedure (8). Since many of the analyses to be reported in subse- 
quent papers of this series were made by this procedure, it is described in 
some detail here. 

Procedure— The acid solution containing the pyrimidine nucleotides, 
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freed from the purines by treatment ■with silver oxide, is transferred to a 
centrifuge bottle vdth a capacity of 100 cc. or more and made alkaline to 
phenolphthalein. 3 volumes of isopropyl alcohol are added vrith stirring 
and the mixture is centrifuged. The precipitate is vashed twice with 75 
per cent isopropyl alcohol, the supernatant fluid and washings being dis- 
carded. The precipitate is extracted with hot x HCl as in the procedure 
for purines, the filtered extracts being diluted to 25 cc. This extract 
ser\'es for determinations of total p 3 rrimidine N by the Kjeldahl method, 
and for optical density measurements as described above in the procedure 
for the pyrimidine nucleotides. 

The alkaline silver precipitate contains not only the pyrimidine nucleo- 
tides, but also all of the organic and inorganic phosphate in the solution, 

Tabi£ IV 


Precipitation of Cylidylic and Uridylic Acids vaith Silver Oxide and Isopropyl Alcohol 


Predpitint 

N ULen 

N in Ag:0 

ppt. 

Recovery 

Cytl- 

dylie 

Uridylic 

Total 






me. 


me. 

per cent 

Ag:0 + 3 volumes ethyl alcohol 

0.933 



0.945 

101.5 

(1 

+ 3 

44 

isopropyl alcohol — 

1.26 



1.26 

100.0 

f< 

+ 3 

44 



1.068 


0.667 

62.5 

41 

+ 6 

44 

44 44 


0.734 


0.515 

70.0 

<i 

+ 3 

44 

isopropyl alcohol. . . . 


0.462 


0.428 

92.5 

it 

+ 3 

<4 

44 44 


0.196 


0.220 

112.0 

ii 

+ 3 

44 

44 44 

0.413 

0.630 

1.043 

0.987 

94.4 

il 

-1-3 

44 

44 44 

0.288 

0.630 

0.918 

0.925 

100.5 

tt 

+ 3 

44 

44 44 


0.196 

0.826 

0.810 

98.0 


and some of the hydrolysis products of any protein which may have been 
present. 

When the Procedure A described above was apph'ed to pancreas RWA, 
87 to 103 per cent (average 96 per cent) of the total IST was accounted for 
as individual purines and pyrimidine nucleotides, the imdetermined N 
being foimd in the acid hydrolysate after removal of the pimnes. Details 
of the analyses will be presented in a subsequent paper. 

DKCUSSION 

The procedures described above, giving directly the molar concentra- 
tions of each purine and pyrimidine nucleotide, obviate the need for such 
indirect approaches as the measurement of the rates of hydrolyzable to 
total phosphate (6, 4) as a means of determining the relative proportions 
of purine to pyrimidine nucleotide. These determinations may be useful. 
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however, in ascertaining whether each group of nucleosides is completely 
phosphorylated. Fletcher, Gulland, and Jordan (IG) called attention to 
the fact that in some preparations of nucleic acid the jiercentage of phos- 
phate is less than expected if each nucleoside were completely phosphorj’-- 
lated. Wien the molar concentration of total jihosphatc is less than the 
sum of the molar concentrations of the iiurines and the pyrimidine nu- 
cleotides, a determination of hj^drolyzable (purine-bound) phosphate should 
indicate whether the deficienc}-- is in the iiurinc or the iiju-imidinc group of 
nucleosides. The amount of inorganic phosjihate liberated in 60 minutes 
hydrolysis in 2 n HnS 04 and corrected for l,he increase occurring in the 
next 30 minutes should correspond closely with the total purine and with 
ribose, each expressed as molar concentrations. 

When the purine nucleosides arecomplctcl 5 ’’phosphor 3 dated, there should 
be close correspondence between the molar concentrations of purine, ri- 
bose, and the inorganic phosphate liberated in CO minutes hydrol 3 ^sis, cor- 
rected for the increase occurring in the next 30 minutes. Likewise the 
concentration of the total pju'imidinc nucleotides should correspond to 
pyrimidine-bound phosphate deteimincd as the difference between total 
and hydrolyzable phosphate. 

Kibose of the purine nucleotides maj’- be deteimined in 0.1 cc. aliquots of 
the acid hydrolysate of nucleic acid by the colorimetric procedure (15), 
the period of heating with the orcinol reagent being increased to 45 min- 
utes (17). The preliminary hydroli-^sis is unnecessar 3 q since the orcinol 
reagent itself is strongly acid. We attempted to apply the method of hlas- 
sart and Hoste (18) to the determination of total ribose but were unable 
to secure reasonable results. 

The scheme of analysis described in this paper calls for samples of 25 
to 50 mg. of RNA. Since ample material was available, we have not j-'et 
experimented with a microprocedure, but it is obvious that the method 
may be modified to permit the analysis of much smaller samples, espe- 
cially when only the spectrophotometric procedures are to be applied. In 
our procedure, only one-fifth of the HCl extracts are used for the optical 
density measurements, and these aliquots are diluted to 100 cc. An in- 
crease in the size of the aliquot and a reduction of the dilution should per- 
mit the satisfactory analysis of 1 mg. of material. 

SOTIMAEY 

A method is described for the analj’-sis of ribonucleic acid. Provision is 
made for the separate measurement of purine nitrogen, pj^rimidine nitro- 
gen, hydrolyzable and total phosphates, purine-bound ribose, the individ- 
ual purines, and the pyrimidine nucleotides. After separation of the purines 
as silver compounds from an acid hydrolysate of nucleic acid, the pyrimi- 
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clino nuclcotida? may ba precipitated bj' silver in alkaline solution in the 
presence of isopi'oiJjd alcohol. Adenine, guanine, cytidjdic acid, and uri- 
dylic acid arc determined spectrophotometrically. 
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III. ON THE COMPOSITION OF THE RIBONUCLEIC ACBD OF BEEF PAN- 
CREAS, WITH NOTES ON THE ACTION OF RIBONUCLEASE 
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(From Ike Department of Biological Chemistry, American University of Beirut, 

Beirut, Lebanon) 

(Received for publication, July 11, 1949) 

In a recent report on a procedure for the isolation of ribonucleic acid 
(RNA) from beef pancreas (1) it was sho\\Ti that this compoimd is rela- 
tively labile, being partially depol 3 Tnerized on incubation in solution at 
25°, or when fractionated by precipitation with acetic acid (2, 3) or with a 
mixture of acetone and acetic acid (4). The widely varying composition 
reported in the literature for this compound (3, 5-10) may, consequently, 
be due to fragmentation of the native material during extraction and puri- 
fication of the sample. A comparative study of the composition of RNA 
subjected to various methods of fractionation is, therefore, reported below. 

Feulgen (11) was the first to report the presence of guanine in pancreas 
RNA in excess of that required for a tetranucleotide. Hammarsten (5), 
analyzing nucleoprotein prepared from pancreas with avoidance of both 
heat and alkalinity, found guanine and adenine in the ratio of 3:1, an 
amount of pentose consistent with a hexanucleotide, and purine nitrogen 
75 per cent of the total. Jorpes (6), on the basis of determinations of total 
and acid-hydrolyzable phosphate, pentose, and total and purine nitrogen, 
concluded that the substance was a pentanucleotide. Isolation of the 
purine hydrochlorides from a suspension of the nucleic acid in methyl 
alcohol, however, revealed the guanine to adenine ratios in two experi- 
ments to be 3.3:1 and 4.6:1 (3). Jorpes (7) in a third attempt to solve 
this problem determined total purine before and after destruction of gua- 
nine, finding the guanine to adenine ratio to be 2:1, and concluded again 
that the pancreas ribonucleic acid was a pentonucleotide. Steudel (8), 
starting with Hammarsten’s (12) procedure for preparation of the /9-nucleo- 
protein, prepared the barium nucleinate according to Jorpes (6), converted 
this to the copper salt, and found it to contain 4 molecules of guanine to 
each of adenine nucleotide. He concluded that the RNA of pancreas 
contained five purine and two pyrimidine nucleotides. He had isolated 
only the cytidylic acid, but assumed uxidylic acid to be present. 

More recently Plentl and Schoenheimer (9), using the procedure of Le- 
vene and Jorpes (3), isolated the purines from the mixed nucleic acids of 
rat and beef pancreas, which they had e.xtracted with hot 10 per cent NaCl. 
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The ratio of guanine to adenine in tlic RNA of rat pancreas was found to 
be 3:1, but that for beef pancreas was 0.55:1. Visciicr and ChargafT (10) 
applied their chromatographic procedure to tlic KNA of pig pancreas, iso- 
lated by the method of Jorpes (6) and purified according to Levene and 
Jorpes (3) but still containing 3 per cent of dcso.vyribonuclcic acid. They 

TAui.r, I 

Analyses of RNA Prepared from Beef Pancreas and Fractionated hy Various 

Procedures 


The results are e.vpresscd as ium per gm. of PNA (dried to constant weight 
in vacuo at 7S°). 




Spcctro- 

pliotomctric 

K)d- 

Spcctro- 

photometrk 

Kiel- 

Cyti- 

dylic 

N 

plus 

uri- 

(9) 

Sum 

of 

nu- 

cleo- 

tides 

(10) 


Experiment 

No. 

RNA fraction 

Gua- 

nine 

(1) 

Ade- 

nine 

(2) 

Total 

rinc 

(3) 

dald 

total 

pu- 

nne 

(•I) 

Cyti- 

dylic 

acid 

(5) 

Uri- 

dylic 

acid 

(C) 

Tola! 

pyri- 

rni- 

dine 

(7) 

pyri- 

mi- 

dine 

N 

(8) 

Total 

P 

(ID 

36-lOA 

Unfractionated* 

1.06 

0.25 

1.31 

1.29 

0.79 

0.24 

1.19 

4.17 

2. 85 

2.34 

2.44 

36-lOB 

* 

1.06 

0.25 

1.2S 

1.2S 

0.81 

0.26 

1.25 

4.26 

2.95 

2.38 

2.44 

36-6 

Non-dialyzablc 

(cold) 

1.02 

0.43 

1.46 

1.44 

0.87 

0.38 

1.37 

3.65 

3.37 

2.70 

2.68 

36-4 

« « 

1,05 

0.3S 

1.59 

1.43 

0.87 

0.36 

1.22 

3.95 

3.33 

2.66 

2.66 

36-15 

Acetone-acetic acid 
ppt. 

1.24 

0.39 

1.67 

1.65 

0.74 

0.34 

1.13 

3. OS 

2.90 

2.81 

2.90 

36-20A 

« « ♦ 

1.16 

0.42 

1.56 

1.44 

0.85 

0.35 

1.33 

3.50 

3.25 

2.78 

2.75 

36-20B 

« U * 

1.12 

0.41 

1.50 

1.50 

0.88 

0.41 

1.36 

3.73 

3.46 

2.82 

2.75 

36-24 

a « 

1.19 

0.44 

1.61 

1.47 

0.88 

0.34 

1.37 

3.69 

3.32 

2.85 

2.75 

33-24 

Acetic acid (83%) 
ppt. 

1.12 

0.29 

1.41 

1.41 

0.88 

0.36 

1.24 

4.22 

3.36 

2.65 


33-32 

(( « 

1.12 

0.37 

1.45 

1.48 

0.82 

0.30 

1.15 

3.12 

3.06 

2.61 

2.59 

33-32 

Alcohol ppt. in ace- 
tic supernatant 

1.04 

0.54 

1.57 

1.56 

0.66 

0.47 

1.13 

2.98 

2.92 

2.71 

2.77 


* Experiments 36-lOA and 36-20A hydrolyzed for 30 minutes. Experiments 36- 
lOB and 36-20B hydrolyzed 60 minutes in 2 n H-SO^. 


accounted for 82 per cent of the nitrogen, finding the nucleotides of gua- 
nine, adenine, c 3 dosine, and uracil in the proportion of 2.42:1:1,23:0.3, 

EXPERIMENTAL 

The analyses presented in Table I were made on pancreas RNA pre- 
pared by the procedure recently described from this laboratory (1) and 
fractionated in several different waj'^s. These included (a) removal of the 
low polymer fraction by dialysis, (6) precipitation with a mixture of 20 
parts of acetone, 40 of acetic acid, and 40 of 0.14 M NaCl, (c) precipitation 
with 83 per cent acetic acid, followed by (d) precipitation from the super- 
natant solution with an equal volume of alcohol. 
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The anal 3 'scs 'were made bj' the spcctrophotometric procedure described 
in the preceding paper of this series (13), the results being expressed as 
molar concentrations in order to permit comparison of determinations 
which seiA'c as checlcs. For example, total purine (Table I, Column 3) 
was determined bj’’ dividing the optical density at wave-length 276 mu by 
the molecular extinction coefficient 7100, wliich at that wave-length is 
identical for adenine and guanine. The value thus obtained is in close 
agreement with the sum of the concentrations of adenine and guanine 
(Columns 1 and 2) as well as with the purine N determined by the micro- 
Kjeldahl procedure (Column 4). In the case of the pyrimidine nucleotides 
the sum of the concentrations given in Columns 5 and 6 does not agree 
^0 satisfactorilj’' with total pyrimidine determined by optical density 

Table II 


Molar Ratio of Nucleotides in Pancreas RNA 



RNA fraction 

Guanine 

! 

Adenine 

m 

Uri- 

dylic 

arid 

86-lO.A 

Unfractionated 

4.41 

1.04 

3.30 

■■ 

86-lOB 

(< 

4.08 

0.96 

3.11 


36-6 

Non-dialyzable 

2.68 

1.13 

2.29 


364 

<( 

2.91 

1.05 

2.42 


36-13 

Acetone-acetic acid ppt. 

3.65 

1.14 

2.18 


36-20A 

(t tt it 

3.31 

1.20 

2.43 


36-20B 

a tt tt 

2.73 

1.00 

2.14 


36-24 

tt tt tt 

3.50 

1.29 

2.59 


33-24 

Acetic acid (83%) ppt. 

3.11 

0.81 

2.44 


33-32 

“ “ (83%) “ 

3.73 

1.23 

2.73 


33-32 

Alcohol ppt. in acetic supernatant 

2.21 

1.15 

1.40 

IB 


measurement at 265 m/x (Column 7). In order to permit comparison of 
N determined by the Kjeldahl procedure after removal of the purines 
(Column 8) witb the siun of N contained in cytidj^lic and uridylic acids, 
the values in Columns 5 and 6 were recalculated to represent nui of N 
rather than of nucleotides (Column 9). It is evident that an amount of 
N varying from a TriiniTTnma of 0.18 to a maximum of 1.32 mii is found in 
the acid hydrolysate which cannot be accounted for as purine or pj'^rimi- 
dine. 

The sum of the concentrations of adenine, guanine, cjdiidsdic acid, and 
uridylic acid, each determined indmduall 5 ’^ (Column 10), is in close agree- 
ment with the total phosphate (Column 11), the average difference being 
only 0.02 mil, or 1 per cent of the total. 

The relative proportions of the four nucleotides are given in Table II, 
uridylic acid being taken as unity. In most of the specimens, adenine is 
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found in nearly the same concentration as iiridylic acid. The molar ratio 
of the purines varies from 2.36 to 4.21 of guanine (average 3.5) to 1 of 
adenine. The pyrimidine nucleotides arc found in ratios varying from 
2.16 to 3.18 of cytidylic acid to 1 of uridylic acid. 

DISCUSSION 

Fletcher, Gulland, and Jordan (14) called attention to tiie low phos- 
phorus content of some commercial preparations of yeast RNA, and sug- 
gested that a singly esterified phosphate might be lost from a nucleotide 
branching from the main nucleic acid structure. In our preparations, the 
close agreement between the molar concentrations of phosphate and the 
sum of the individual nucleotides indicates that each of the nucleosides 
is fully phosphorylated, regardless of whether the preparation was precipi- 
tated by alcohol, acetic acid, or the mixture of acetone, acetic acid, and 
NaCl. 

The analytical procedures we employed account for 88 to 105 (average 
97) per cent of the total nitrogen of the nucleic acid. Purine N deter- 
mined by the Kjeldahl procedure is in close agreement with the sum of 
adenine and guanine N, any nitrogen unaccounted for being found in the 
hydrolysate after removal of the purines. Although our preparations have 
negative biuret tests, it is possible that the ex-tra nitrogen represents the 
hydrolysis products of traces of protein. A qualitative test revealed the 
presence of some ammonium salts in the acid hydrolysate. 

We are not satisfied that the hydrolysis of nucleic acid by 2 n H2SO4 at 
100° is without influence on cytidylic acid. We find that evaporation of 
cytidylic acid in n HCl solution to dryness at 100° in a stream of air re- 
sults in the conversion of the major part of it to uridylic acid. A com- 
parison of the analyses in Experiments 36-lOA and 36-20B (Table I), 
however, reveals no loss of cytidylic acid when the hydrolysis period was 
increased from 30 to 60 minutes. The presence of ammonium salts in the 
hydrolysate may be of significance. 

The variable ratio of guanine to adenine found is not surprising in view 
of the findings of others reviewed earlier in this paper. From the results 
summarized in Table II, it will be noted that the highest proportion of 
guanine (4.24:1) is found in the unfractionated specimens, and lower pro- 
portions in the preparations subjected to dialysis or to fractionation by 
means of acetic acid or acetone-acetic acid mixtures. The preparation 
containing the lowest proportion of guanine is that precipitated by alco- 
hol after removal of the fraction insoluble in 83 per cent acetic acid. These 
variations may be attributed in paxi; to alterations in the stioicture of the 
RNA during the course of its preparation or fractionation. The labile 
nature of the compound is indicated by its decomposition or depolymeri- 
zation on incubation in aqueous solution (1). 
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Autolj'sis in the inten-al between death of the animal and fixation of 
the tissue must be considered as another factor causing variation in the 
ratios of guanine to adenine and cjdidylic to uridylic acid. It is possible 
that RNA ma}' also differ in composition in accordance with its participa- 
tion in the metabolic processes of the cell. Investigation of the last two 
factors requires the development of quantitative procedures which may 
be applied to the tissue itself rather than to purified preparations of nu- 
cleic acid. A stud}' of such procedures is in progress. 

Our results are in harmony with the suggestion of GuUand (15) that the 
nucleotides may occur in random sequence in the polynucleotide. 

Adion of Ribonuclcase — Since circumstances prevent the continuation 
of studies begun on the beha\'ior of pancreas RIS'A with ribonuclease, the 
results of a tj'pical experiment are presented in some detail below, together 
with a summarized statement of our general findings. It has already been 
noted (1) that, in aqueous solution, pancreas RNA is readily depolymerized 
at room temperature; hence an estimate of ribonuclease activity requires a 
careful comparison with control specimens incubated under the same con- 
ditions. 

A specimen of pancreas RNA precipitated by a mixture of acetone, 
acetic acid, and NaCl, and analyzed for its content of purines and pyrimi- 
dines (13), was dissolved in water, adjusted to pH 5.3, and divided into 
two equal parts, each in a cellophane dialysis bag suspended in water at 
25°. After 62 hours, the diffusion of phosphate having practically ceased, 
the dialysates were evaporated to a small volume in a vacuum and ana- 
lyzed. To one of the bags containing the non-diffusible fraction ciystal- 
line ribonuclease (16) was added (0.8 mg. per 100 mg. of RNA) and the 
meubation of both control and enzyme-treated specimens was continued 
for another 24 hours. Only traces of phosphate were found in each dialy- 
Eate. The non-diffusible enzyme-resistant fraction remaining in the bag, 
as well as the control, was then analyzed. In both specimens the RNA, 
although not diffusible, was no longer precipitable by 83 per cent acetic 
acid. 

The results of analysis of the four fractions are given in Table III. Since 
no appreciable amount of phosphate diffused out after addition of the ri- 
bonuclease, it is evident that the non-diffusible fraction is resistant to the 
enzyme. Yeast RNA similarly treated behaved in an entirely different 
way. After the diffusible fraction had been removed by dialysis in the 
cold room, no further loss occurred when the dialysis was continued at 
25°. Addition of ribonuclease at that point resulted in the diffusion of 
more than a third of the purine and more than half of the py rimidin e 
nucleotides. The hydrolytic effects of meubation of pancreas RNA thus 
resemble the enzymatic action of ribonuclease on yeast RNA. The addi- 
tion of copper sulfate to the incubated RNA solution to a concentration of 
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0.02 per cent failed to inhibit this effect (17), which indicates that it can- 
not be attributed to the inclusion of Kunitz’ enzyme in our preparation. 

During incubation of pancreas RNA without added enzyme, the diffu- 
sion of the various nucleotides into the dial 3 ’’sate is not uniform, the loss 
of adenine exceeding that of guanine, with the result that the ratio of 
guanine to adenine becomes higher in the non-diffusible fraction. Uridylic 
acid also appears to diffuse to a greater extent than cytidylic acid. Other 
experiments, not recorded here, showed that incubation and dialysis of 
pancreas RNA resulted in an increase in the proportion of hydrolyzable 

Tatji.b III 


Disirihution of Pnrincs a7id Pifrvnidincs after Incuhalion of Pancreas RNA with and 

witlmit Added Ribonuelcasc 


Experiment 

No. 

Specimen 

Incubitcd 

and 

dialyzed 

Per cent of oripnal nucleotide 
(molnr ratios in parentheses) 


Guanine 

1 Adenine 

Cytosine 

Uracil 



hrs. 





36-27 

RNA (acotone-acetic acid ppt.) 

0 

100 

(3.50) 

100 

(1.29) 

100 

(2.59) 

100 

(1) 

3G-27A 

Control, diffusible 

G2 

48.2 

(3.80) 

G2.2 

(2.0G) 

48.8 

(2.SS) 

54.8 

(1) 

3G-27A 

“ non-diffusible 

so 

51.8 

(4.93) 

37.8 

(1.52) 

51.2 

(3.C4) 

45.2 

(1) 

3G-27B 

Duplicate of Experiment 30-27A 
(no enzyme) , diffusible 

G2 

4C.5 

(2.43) 

G2.0 

(1.33) 

48.4 

(1.73) 

G3.3 

(1) 

36-27B 

Stime -f- ribonuclease, non-dif- 
fusible 

24 

53.5 

(4.83) 

38.0 

(1.41) 

51. G 
(3.19) 

36.7 

(1) 

36-29A 

Unfractionated RNA, control, 
non-diffusible 

lOG 

(4.58) 

(l.OG) 

(3.16) 

(1) 

36-29B 

Same ribonuclease, non-dif- 
fusible 

106 

(3.84) 

(1.49) 

(2.46) 

(1) 


to total phosphate in the non-diffusible fraction. This is interpreted as 
evidence of the loss bj' diffusion of pyrimidine nucleotides to a greater 
extent than that of the purine nucleotides. 

The material which diffuses into the dialysate may be fractionated by 
alcohol, a fifth of the phosphate being precipitated at 70 per cent concen- 
tration. No phosphate is split from the alcohol precipitate by the mono- 
phosphoesterase prepared from hypertrophic prostate tissue (18), and is 
presumably a low polymer nucleic acid. The remaining four-fifths of the 
diffusible fraction, after removal of alcohol by distillation in a vacuum, 
loses from 45 to 65 (average 55) per cent of its phosphate on treatment 
with the prostatic enzyme, which suggests that it may be a dinucleotide or 
a mixture of mononucleotides with nucleic acid of low molecular size. 
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That ribonuclcasc may hasten the effects also produced by long incuba- 
tion without onz 3 'me is revealed by the fact that, in short periods of dialy- 
sis (5 hours) at 25°, the enzyme greatly increased the fraction of nucleic 
acid rendered incapable of precipitation by uranyl acetate in 10 per cent 
trichloroacetic acid (IG, 19). 

Our obsen'ations confirm those reported by Schmidt (20) concerning the 
existence of a fraction of pancreas RNA resistant to the depolymerizing 
action of Kunitz’ ribonuclease (16). In a personal communication, 
Schmidt states, however, that the RNA disappears almost completely 
within .3 hours during autolysis of a pancreas suspension at 37°, and sug- 
gests that the pancreas contains some other enz 3 Tiie or factor which is 
necessary for the h 3 '’drol 3 ’sis of the nucleic acid. 

Ribonuclease has been used as a tool for differentiating between ribo- 
and desoxyribonucleoprotein in histochemical studies (21), disappearance 
of basophilia after treatment of a tissue with the enzyme being considered 
evidence of the presence of ribonucleic acid. In view of the fact that a 
fraction of RNA is resistant to the action of this enz 5 mie, caution must be 
used in the interpretation of histochemical findings based on its use. 

STBniARY 

Analyses are reported for individual purines and the pyrimidine nucleo- 
tides in pancreas RNA. These account for all of the phosphorus and for 
97 per cent (average) of the total nitrogen. 

The molar ratios of the purines vary from 2.36 to 4.21 molecules of 
guanine to 1 of adenine. The pyrimidine ratios vary from 2.16 to 3.18 
molecules of cytidylic acid to 1 of uridylic acid. Adenine and uridylic 
acid are foimd in nearly equal molar concentrations. 

The composition of the RNA appears to be dependent partly on the 
mode of preparation. After removal of diffusible material by dialysis in 
the cold, further incubation at 25° causes extensive depolymerization of 
pancreas RNA (but not of yeast RNA), adenine and uracil nucleotides 
being lost by diffusion to a greater extent than the others. Treatment of 
the non-diffusible residue with ribonuclease results in the production of no 
new diffusible fragments. 
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INHIBITORY EFFECT OF MUSCLE ADENYLIC ACID ON 
ANAEROBIC GLYCOLYSIS OF BRAIN* 
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sity, Cleveland) 

(Received for publieation, July 5, 1949) 

In the course of studies on the biosynthesis of nucleotides it was ob- 
served that adenosine-5-phosphoric acid (AMP-5) and inosine-5-phos- 
phoric acid (IMP-5) inhibited the lactic acid production of brain homo- 
genates. Tliis finding was unexpected, since AMP-5 is known to accept 
phosphate from phosphopyruvic acid (1, 2) and would be expected under 
the proper conditions to promote glycolysis. Since AMP-5 is a natural 
substance, the possibility exists that this inhibitory effect normally is 
involved in controlling the rate of glycolysis. 

This paper records experiments bearing on the specificity and the de- 
gree of this inhibition in mouse and pig brain preparations. 

EXPEEIMENTAIi 

The earlier studies were made with mouse brain homogenates. Later 
for convenience an acetone powder of swine brain was employed. Swine 
brain provided an acetone powder which was more active than that of 
sheep or cattle and maintained its glycolytic activity for several months 
when kept at 5° in a desiccator under a vacurun. Fresh swine brain was 
obtained on ice from the local slaughter-house approximately 2 hours after 
removal, and without delay the acetone powder was prepared in the cold 
room at —10°. 1 part of brain was homogenized for 3 minutes with 10 
parts of — 10° acetone in a Waring blendor, filtered through coarse paper 
with suction, and washed on the paper with additional acetone. The 
precipitate was resuspended in 10 volumes of cold acetone and rehomo- 
genized 1 minute. After filtering, washing, and partially drying by suc- 
tion, the powder was dried over sulfuric acid in vacuo at 5°. In the present 
study three preparations of such an acetone powder were employed. 

Lactic acid formation was measured by carbon dioxide evolution in 
Warburg vessels. No correction for retention of CO 2 was made. In some 
experiments lactic acid also was determined in CldSOi-NaOH filtrates by 
the colorimetric method of Barker and Summerson (3). Glycolysis was 
measured essentially as described by Utter,* who has been able to obtain 

* Aided by a grant from The National Foundation for Infantile Paralysis. 

* Dr. M. P. Utter, personal communication. 
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good levels of glycolysis in mouse and rat brain homogenates without 
the addition of hexose diphosphate (HDP). Since the inhibitory effect 
of AMP-5 is greatly diminished in the presence of HDP, his procedure 
has facilitated the present observations. 

The reaction system generally was prepared as follows. The main 
compartment of the flask contained 0,15 ml. of O.IG m KHCO3, pH 7,8, 
0.5 ml. of a combined solution^ of adenosine triphosphate (ATP), diphos- 
phopyridine nucleotide (DPN), nicotinic acid amide, glucose, and MgCb, 
and also AMP-5 or other compounds at the indicated concentrations. 
In the side arm of each vessel were placed 0.05 ml. of 0.16 m KHCO3, pH 
7.8, 0.05 ml. of 0.1 m K-PO 4 buffer, pH 7.4, and 0,15 ml. of homogenized 
swine brain acetone powder (30 to 45 mg. per ml. of water). The total 
volume was 1.1 to 1.2 ml. The homogenate was prepared in an ice bath 
and used immediately. All solutions were neutralized to approximately 
pH 7 to 7.5 with KOH, with brom thjmol blue as an internal indicator. 
Care was exercised to maintain an equality of salt concentrations in the 
control and test vessels, since it was observed occasionally that an excess 
of potassium ion produced a slight inhibition. Thus KCl was added to 
all control vessels in an amount equivalent to the quantity of KOH required 
to neutralize the test substances. The vessels were gassed 5 minutes at 
room temperature with 95 per cent Nz-S per cent CO2. The reaction tem- 
perature was 38°. The contents of the side arms were tipped inunediately 
and an equilibration period of 10 minutes was allowed before the zero 
time readings were taken. 

Unless otherwise stated, a commercial muscle adenylic acid was^ em- 
ployed. In some experiments preparations of AMP-5 made by a modifica- 
tion of the procedure of Kerr (4) were used; one of these was prepared by 
Dr. M. F. Utter, the other by the author. Finally comparison was made 
with a pure preparation of AMP-5 from the laboratory of Parnas available 
in this department. Inosine-5-phosphoric acid was prepared enzjrmati- 
cally from muscle adenylic acid by the technique of Kalckar (5) and purified 
as the barium salt. Adenosine triphosphate was prepared by a method 
similar to that of Dounce and coworkers (6). Diphosphopyridine nucleo- 
tide was obtained by the procedure of Williamson and Green (7). Adeno- 
sine and yeast adenylic acid were commercial preparations. HDP was 
prepared as the potassiiun salt from the commercial barium salt. 

* This solution consisted of the following proportions: 0.005 m ATP, 3.0 ml.; 0.30 
M glucose, 1.2 ml.; 0.08 M MgCh, 0.6 ml.; 7 mg. of DPN and 25 mg. of nicotinamide in 
1 ml. of water, 1.2 ml. The DPN and nicotinamide were dissolved just before use. 

• Bischoff adenosine-5-phosphoric acid. The author wishes to express his gratitude 
to the Ernst Bischoff Company, Inc., for this gift. 
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Results 

A tjT)ical experiment showing the inhibition of lactic acid production 
by adenosinc-5-phosphoric acid is presented in Table I. In Tables I to 
VI the values are the averages from two vessels. Similar results have 
been obtained with both mouse brain homogenates and pig brain acetone 
powder preparations and are representative of numerous observations. It 
has been obsen^ed that the percentage inhibition of AiMP-5 generally is 
greater, the slower the initial rate of gl3’^colysis. When the rate of gly- 


Table I 

Effect of Muscle Adenylic Acid on Lactic Acid Formation in Swine Brain Acetone 

Powder 


Time 

AMP-5 molarity 

Control 

0.7 X 10 -* 

1.4 X 10-> 1 

1 2.8 X I0-» 

1 4.2 X io-» 

;.l. COi 

Per cent inhibition 

1 

ir.in. 


25 ^ 




0-20 

94 


35 

57 

i 66 


103 

24 

37 

66 

80 

40-60 

95 

1 

26 

59 

83 


Table II 

Comparison of Inhibition by Adenosine-6-phosphoric Acid of Lactic Acid Production 

and COt Evolution 


Mcasarement of glycolysis 

Control 

Plus 0.0031 u AJIP-S 


liu 

flU 

COj evolution 

7.90* 

3.85* 

Lactic acid 

8.42 

4.10 





Reaction time, 50 minutes. 

* Extrapolated to zero time from 10 to 50 minute COi evolution values. 


colysis is high, or the concentration of AMP-5 low, and thus the degree of 
inhibition low, the inhibition frequently tends to disappear with time. 
On the other hand a marked inhibition normally becomes greater with 
time. 

The inhibitory effect of AMP-5 is on the lactic acid production, as shown 
by the experiment in Table II. Approximate agreement exists between 
the CO2 evolution values and the actual lactic acid production as measured 
by the colorimetric method. 

The speciheity of this inhibition is shown in Table III. It may be 
observed that the presence of phosphate on the 5 position of ribose in the 
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nucleotide causes an inhibition, whereas at the indicated concentrations 
the presence of phosphate on position 3 is without effect. This same 
specificity has been found with mouse brain homogenates. The fact 
that ATP did not inhibit glycolysis, whereas AMP -5 prepared from the 
same ATP by Ba(OH )2 hydrolysis did, suggests that the inhibitory effect 

Table III 


Specificity of Inhibition of Lactic Acid Production by Adcnosinc-5 -phosphoric Acid 



Control 

1 

Commercial 
mv-5 1 

Pnmas 
AMP-S 1 

- 

Yeast AMP 
(AMP-3) 

ATP 

Adenosine 

Time 


1.39 X 10-‘ M 

l.SO X 10-« M 

1.44 X 10-» M 

2.44 X 10-»* M 

1.50 X 10-»M 


pi. COi 


Per cent inhibition 


min. \ 

20- 65 

70 

44 

39 

3 

n 

5 

65-107 

78 

38 

30 

6 

H 

8 


* Includes the 0.001 m ATP added to all the flaslcs. 


Table IV 


Inhibition of Lactic Acid Production by Different Preparations of AMPS 


Time 

1 Control 

1 

Preparation A 

Preparation B ' 

Preparation C 

pi. COj 

min, 

10-40 

108 

108 

119 

109 

AMP added at 42 
mim 


+ j 

+ 

+ 


pi. COi 

Per cent inhibition 

50-80 

110 

1 23 i 

27 

36 


Final concentration of AMP-5, 1 .66 X 10 ~’ m. Preparation A, Bischoff ; Prepara- 
tion B, by the author; Preparation C, by Dr. M. F. Utter. Reaction mixture, the 
same as for the other e.xperiments with the exception that 0.15 ml. of 1:10 mouse 
brain homogenate in water was used. 

is not due to impurities preexisting in ATP and carried over into AMP 
during preparation of the latter, although the hydrolysis could have pro- 
duced an inhibitor. 

Table IV compares the inhibition of glycolysis obtained with different 
preparations of AMP-5. It will be obser^md that in general these prepara- 
tions showed a similar degree of inhibition. In Table III, it is found that 
the commercial AMP-5, which is Preparation A of Table IV, inhibits gly- 
colysis to approximately the same degree as AMP-5 from the laboratories 
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of Paraas. From an analytical point of view these AMP-5 preparations 
•were highly purified, but it would be presumptuous to claim that they did 
not contain even traces of impurity. However, it must be argued that in 
all probability the quantity of impurity would vary from one to another 
because of the difference in preparation and source. Therefore the general 
similarity in the extent of inliibition caused by these substances suggests 
that the inhibition is not due to an impurity. 


Tablx: V 

Grealer Inhihilion of Glycolysis by Inosine-5-phosphoric Acid Than by AMP-S 


Time 

Control 

AilP added 

HIP added 

1.20 X 10-» U 1 

0.6 X 10-* u 

1 1.30 X 10-* SI 

[ 0.65 X 10-* 11 

(il. COi 

i Per cent inhibition 

min. 







122 

21 

10 

63 

27 


83 

22 

22 

83 

47 


Tabu: VI 


Efecl of Added Eexose Diphosphate on Inhibitory Action of AdenosineS-phosphoric 

Acid 


No HDP 

Plus 4.1 X 10-» SI HDP 

Time 

Control 

AilP 1.4XICr«M 

Control 



(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 



min. 

iJ.COi 

per ccnl inhihiUon 

pl. CO, 


per cent inhibition 

0-10 

39 

23 



35 

10-25 

48 

33 



9 

25-62 

125 

46 



-10 


*Not linear at this point. 


It is pertinent to point out that Utteri has foimd that the AjMP- 5 Prep- 
aration A of Table IV is capable of being phosphoiy-lated bj’’ the pyru- 
vate transphosphorylase system of mouse brain. Thus while AhIP effects 
an inhibition in one part of the glycolytic sj’^stem, it is capable of accepting 
phosphate in another. 

In Table V is compared the inhibition of glycolysis caused by AMP-5 
and IMP-5. From these data it is apparent that rMP-5 tends to produce 
the greater inhibition. 

Table "VT shows the effect of added hexose diphosphate in the reaction 
mixture. Occasionally the addition of HDP to these systems produces an 
enhanced rate of glycolysis. Therefore, in Table VT, Column 3 should be 
compared ■with Column 2, and Columns 5 and 6 should be compared "with 
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Column 4. It is vapparcnt that the presence of HDP overcomes the in- 
Ihbitory effect of AMP-5. However, a definite inhibition is present at 
the first 10 minute measurement which, because of the 10 minute equi- 
librium period, actually represents the period 10 to 20 minutes after the 
reaction started. The addition of HDP after the inhibition has been 
established has been found to speed the return to the control rate. In 
experiments in which HDP was the sole substrate the AMP inhibition 
occurred only in the first 10 to 20 minutes. 

DISCUSSION 

It is generally considered that, among other factors, the level of ATP 
is important in controlling the rate of anaerobic glycol 3 "sis. In view of 
the inhibitory effect of adenosinc-5-phosphoric acid, which is the product 
of adenosinepju’ophosphatase activity on ATP, the balance between the 
reactions forming and removing AMP-5 perhaps sliould be considered as an 
additional factor controlling the gl 3 fcol 3 Tic rate. 

The inhibitory effect of AMP-5 on anaerobic gh’^cob’^sis of brain is 
somewhat surprising, since this nucleotide has been shovm by Parnas and 
his coworlcers (1) and by Lolimann and JMcyorhof (2) to accept phosphate 
from phosphopyruvic acid in muscle extracts and b 3 ’’ Utter* in brain prep- 
arations. Thus on the one hand AMP-S promotes and on the other 
hand inhibits glycol 3 ’-sis. Tliis raises the question as to how AMP-5 is 
concerned in normal glycolysis. It is conceivable that ordinarily the level 
of AMP-5 is low and that the usual acceptor of phosphate in this reaction 
is adenosine diphosphate rather than adenosine monophosphate (S). 

It is apparent that the inhibition exhibited by AMP-5 frequently dis- 
appears with continuing glycol 3 ’-sis. It ma 3 ’- not be clear why the inhibition 
should disappear in one instance and not in another under apparently 
identical conditions. However, it may be pointed out that this gl 3 '-col 3 d;ic 
system is rather finely balanced in regard to the phosphorylation and 
dephosphorylation reactions, and small differences in conditions ma 3 '' cause 
the system to be driven in one or the other direction. Since it has been 
observed that AMP-5 is phosphorylated by brain phosphoenol trans- 
phosphorylase,* it is reasonable to assume that this reaction is concerned 
in removing the AMP-5. When gWcolysis is slow and this phosphorylation 
reaction is retarded accordingly, the AMP-5 effect usually becomes more 
pronounced; and this in turn could result in further breakdown of ATP 
by adenosinepyrophosphatase forming additional AMP-5 . Thus the AMP- 
5 effect is cumulative. On the other hand, when the phosphorylation reac- 
tion is rapid, the AMP-5 is phosphorylated and the inhibition disappears. 
In this regard the effect of HDP in overcoming the inhibition may be due 
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to fonnation of a large excess of phosphopiTuvate for the phosphorylation. 
In addition the greater inhibitory action exhibited b 3 " Ih'IP-S as compared 
to AjMP- 5 maj" arise from the possibilitj” that the former is not phosphory- 
lated, there being no available evidence of such a reaction. Both of these 
nucleotides also are degraded bj' brain homogenates to non-inhibitory 
compounds at a relativelj" slow rate/ perhaps by the reactions reported 
hj' Dische (9) and Schlenk and Waldvogel (10) for such compounds. 

It is to be noted that the concentrations of AlMP-5 required to bring 
about this inhibition are of the order of 10 ~’ m and that such concentra- 
tions do not normallj’ e.xist in the brain. However, it should be recognized 
that in general in in vitro S 3 'stems it is necessary to add metabolites and 
cofactors at liigh concentration to demonstrate their action. For example 
ATP is added at a concentration of 10"’ m. It is not imreasonable to 
e.xpect that a competition between A]\IP-5 and a cofactor for an enzyme 
surface might require concentrations of AI\IP-5 comparable to those of the 
cofactor. 

In the course of an investigation of malic dehydrogenase, Green (11) 
ohsen’’ed that both AjMP- 5 and ATP inhibited the system and suggested 
that this effect was due to a competition with diphosphop 3 Tidine nucleotide 
for the enzyme as a result of the partial structural similarity between 
these compounds. Whether an analogous explanation would apply to the 
mhibition of anaerobic gtycolysis by AMP-5 must await further experi- 
mental e\ddence. 

The author gratefully acknowledges the cooperation of Dr. M. F. Utter, 
who provided the details of his procedure for measuring brain glycolysis 
before publication and offered advice freely. Mrs. Avis Nash gave valu- 
able technical assistance. 

SUMMARY 

Adenosine-5-phosphoric acid and inosine-5-phosphoric acid inhibit an- 
aerobic glycolysis in brain preparations. This inhibition is not produced 
by adenosine, adenosme-3-phosphoric acid, and adenosine triphosphate. 

The mhibitory effect of AIMP-S generally decreases as glycotysis proceeds 
when the initial inhibition is not great. Hexose diphosphate added to the 
reaction system rapidly overcomes the inhibition by muscle aden 3 dic acid. 

The possible significance of this inhibition is discussed. 
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(Received for publication, June 20, 1948) 

Typical peptide substrates for carboxypeptidase are iV-acylglycyl deriva- 
tives of phenylalanine, tjTosine, tryptophan, and leucine (1-8), the sus- 
ceptibility of the peptides to hydrolysis decreasing in the order of amino 
acids named.* These compoimds contain in addition to the hydrolyz- 
able bond a secondary peptide bond which is separated from the former 
by one methylene group. The importance of this bond is evidenced by 
the finding that its substitution by a terminal amino group, as in glycyl- 
L-tyrosine (2), or its special separation from the susceptible bond by one 
additional methylene group (carbobenzoxy-/5-alanyl-L-phenylalanine (9)) 
greatly diminishes the susceptibility to hydrolysis by carboxypeptidase. 
However, substrates devoid of both a positively charged amino group and 
a secondary peptide bond have long been known to be hydrolyzed by this 
enzyme. Thus chloroacetyl-L-tyrosine and its phenylalanine analogue 
were one of the earliest substrates used to test the enzymatic activity of 
carboxypeptidase (2, 5, 10). 

In the present investigation an attempt was made to evaluate the con- 
tribution of the secondary peptide bond of specific peptide and ester (11) 
substrates to hydrolysis by this peptidase. The quantitative kinetic 
measurements were interpreted in terms of the two-step reaction mech- 
anism previously applied to other enzymatic systems (8, 12) in order to 
evaluate the effect of structural modification of the substrates on both the 
Michaelis constant. Km, and the specific activation rate, k'. As a part of 
this study, the influence of temperature on the rate of activation has been 
determined for one of the present substrates. 

* Part of a thesis submitted by J. E. Snoke to the Graduate School of Duke Uni- 
versity in partial fulfilment of the requirements for the degree of Doctor of Philos- 
ophy. 

t Predoctorate Fellow of the United States Public Health Service. 

* Although the affinity of carbobenzoxyglycyl-L-tryptophan for carboxypeptidase 
seems to be higher than for the corresponding derivative of phenylalanine, as evi- 
denced by apparent adherence to zero order Idnetics (6), the specific rate of hydroly- 
sis, k', of the former is appreciably lower. The hydrolysis of tryptophan derivatives 
by carboxypeptidase was first described by Hofmann and Bergmann (2). 
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EXPERIMENTAL 

Enzyync — Carboxypeptidase reciystallized six times was prepared by 
Dr, E. Elkins-Kaufman of this laboratory (13). 

Substrates 

Hippuryl-j>h-p}ienylalanine (HipP) was prepared by coupling benzoyl- 
glycine azide with DL-phenylalanine (14). M.p., found, 176-177°; reported 
(14), 172°. 

Calculated, N 8.58; found, N 8.56 

Chloroacetyl-Dh-phenylalanine (ClAcP ) — DL-Phenylalanine was acylated 
with chloroacetyl chloride (15). After repeated reciystallizations, the 
melting point was 108-109°; reported (15), 131°. 

Calculated, N 5,78; found, N 6,79 

Chloroacetyl-dl-^-phenyllactic Add (CIAcPLA) — A mixture of 5.0 gm. 
of dZ-jS-phenyllactic acid (16) and 13 gm. of chloroacetyl chloride was 
heated on a steam bath under anhydrous conditions for 1 hour and the 
excess acid chloride was removed by concentration in vacuo (70° at 25 mm. 
pressure). The remaining yellow oil was taken up in ether, thoroughly 
washed with water, and then, after drying over anhydrous NajSOi, the 
ether was removed by concentration in vacuo. The product resisted all 
attempts of crystallization and had a neutralization equivalent of 248; 
calculated, 242.5. 

Bromoacetyl-dl-^-phenyllactic Acid (BrAcPLA) — Phenyllactic acid was 
acylated with bromoacetyl bromide as described above for ClAcPLA and 
the product purified by several extractions with hot water. The product 
could not be crystallized. Neutralization equivalent 289; calculated, 287. 

Acetyl-nh-phenylalanine {AeP) was prepared according to du Vigneaud 
and Meyer (17). M.p., found, 146-147°; reported (17), 150-151°. 

Calculated, N 6.76; found, 6.71 

Acetyl-dl-^-plienyllactic Acid {AePLA ) — PL-jS-Phenyllactic acid was acy- 
lated with acetyl chloride (18). M.p., found, 65-67°; reported (IS), 72°; 
neutralization equivalent, 212; calculated, 208. 

Benzenesulfonylglycyl-x>i>-phenylalanme {BSGP) — ^To a suspension of 10 
gm. of powdered, dry benzenesulfonylglycine in 100 cc. of ethyl ether, 
freshly distilled from sodium, were added 16 gm. of phosphoi-us penta- 
chloride. The reaction mixture was shaken at room temperature for 20 
minutes, filtered, and the filtrate concentrated in vacuo. Tire crystalline 
acid chloride was washed with petroleum ether, dissolved in 100 cc. of 
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anh 3 *drous othj’l acct-ate, and this solution was added in two portions to a 
solution of DL-phenjdalaninc ethyl ester (prepared from 7.0 gm. of the 
hydrochloride) in 150 cc. of anhy'drous ethyl acetate. Simultaneously 
with the addition of the second portion of the acid chloride, an aqueous 
solution of 5.0 gm. of NaHCOj was added. Tlie reaction mixture was 
shaken at room temperature for 30 minutes and then washed successively 
with 1 N HCl, saturated NaHCOj, and water. After drying the ethyl 
acetate solution over anhydrous Na^SO^, the solution was concentrated 
in vacuo. The ester was saponified by dissolving it in 75 cc. of 1 n NaOH 
and allowing the solution to stand at room temperature for 1 hour. After 
acidification, the solution was concentrated in vacuo to yield a solid which 
was taken up in saturated NaHCOa. Upon acidification, an oil separated 
which crystallized on standing. After recrystaUization from ethanol and 
petroleum ether the yield was 7.0 gm.; m.p., 159-160°. 

Calculated, N 7.73; found, N 7.70 

Formyl-'L-phenylalanine (FP) was prepared according to Fischer and 
Schoeller (19); m.p., found, 164°; reported (19), 165°. 

Calculated, N 7.27; found, N 7.25 

Bemoylsarcosyl-Dir-phenylalanine (BSarP) — Sarcosyl-DL-phenylalanine 
was prepared by dissolving 5.0 gm. of chloroacetyl-DL-phenylalanine m 
150 cc. of 25 per cent aqueous methylamine and allowing the reaction 
nuxture to stand at room temperature for 4 days. The solution was con- 
centrated in vacuo, the resulting solid extracted thoroughly with alcohol, 
and the product benzoylated in the usual maimer. After recrystaUization 
from an ethanol-water mixture the yield was 4.5 gm.; m.p., 202-203°. 

Calculated, N 8.23; found, N 8.13 

Hippuryl-x)ir-phenylglycine (HipPG ) — This compound was prepared by 
adding benzoylglycine azide (14), prepared from 5.0 gm. of the hydrazide, 
to a slightly basic solution of 4.5 gm. of Dn-a-aminophenylacetic acid in 
200 cc. of water at 60-70°. After stirring for 5 minutes, the hot reaction 
mixture was filtered. After cooling, the filtrate was acidified and a gummy 
oil separated, which solidified on standing. After recrystaUization from 
an ethanol-water mixture the yield was 2.5 gm.; m.p., 212°. 

Calculated, N 8.96: found, N 8.89 

Hippuryl-l-fi-phenyllaciic Acid (HipPLA ) — ^This compound was prepared 
in the same fashion as the racemate (11). Neutralization equivalent 
found, 332; calculated, 327. The racemate used in this investigation 
Was the same as that previously described (11). 
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Methods 

Peptidase Activity — ^After equilibration of the substrate solution at 25° 
in 0.04 M phosphate buffer, pH 7.50, containing 0.1 m LiCl (7), the en- 
zyme solution was added, care being taken to avoid contact of enzyme 
and phosphate prior to the experiment (20). At various time intervals, 
0.2 cc. aliquots were withdravn and pipetted into 2.0 cc. of the hot nin- 
hydrin solution (21). The color was developed by heating in a water bath 
for 20 minutes, then diluted to 25 cc., and the optical density read in a 
Coleman junior spectrophotometer at 572 my. 

Since the kinetic constants, Km and h' (8, 12, 22), arc functions of only 
the initial substrate concentration, enzyme concentration, and the initial 
velocity, the enzyme concentrations were chosen so that only about 5 per 
cent hydrolysis occurred within 2 hours. Up to 5 per cent hydrolysis, a 
linear relationship was obtained by about 10 experimental points when 
time was plotted against amount of substrate hydrolyzed. Substrate con- 
centrations were determined by the seraimicro-Kjeldahl method and en- 
zyme concentrations by measurement of the optical density in a Beclonan 
spectrophotometer at 278 my. 

Esterase Activity — ^The preparation of the enzyme solutions as well as 
measurements of esterase activity were the same as those previously de- 
scribed (11, 23). 


Results 

The kinetic constants, Km and ¥, were determined graphically as pre- 
viously described (8, 12, 22). The results of measurement of the rate of 
hydrolysis of specific peptide substrates are given in Table I in which, for 
comparison, previous data on the hydrolysis of carbobenzo.xygl 3 '^cyl-i)L- 
phenylalanine (CGP) are also included (8). As in the case of CGP, the 
hydrolysis of HipP is restricted to one optical isomer, presumably the 
L form, and the approximated first order reaction constants show a de- 
pendence on concentration. 

Although the hydrolysis of chloroacetyl-n-phenylalanine is inhibited by 
chloroacetate (2, 5, 7), the degree of inhibition is negligible during the 
initial phase of the reaction, as evidenced by the linear relations of the 
velocity plots which were also obtained with acetyl- and formylphenylal- 
anine. 

The rate of hydrolysis of BSarP was too slow to be expressed in terms of 
Km and k'. However, comparison of the velocity measured at a single 
initial substrate concentration of 0.04 m with that observed at a compara- 
ble substrate concentration of HipP shows that in the presence of 300 
times as much enzyme N the reaction velocity is still only one-eighth that 
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Table I 


Kinetic Data for Hydrolysis of Specific Peptide and Ester Substrates by Carbozy- 

peptidasc at £5® 


Sabstr^le 

C 

V 

e 


t' 


tO-t u 

10->u 


u 


Carbobenzoxyglycyl-DL-phonyl- 




0.033 

2.1 

alanine 






Hippmyl-DL-phcnj'lalanine 

546 

115 

0.069 

0.011 

Lfio 


3B7 

9.45 





2.5S 

95 





1J29 

72 




Benzenesulfonylglycvl-DL-phenvI- 

4.26 

755 

0.835 

0.014 

0.124 

alanine 

3120 

7.4 





243 

6.05 

1 




1.07 

5.0 




Formyl-L-phenylalanine 

3.43 

745 

20.9 

0.036 

0.007 


258 

6.05 





1.72 

4.6 





056 

2.9 




Acetyl-DL-phenylalanine 

353 

2.7 

54.3 

0.155 

0.0023 


2.64 

155 





1.76 

158 





058 

0.68 




Chloroacetyl-DL-phenylalanine 

450 

4.33 

0.406 

0.013 

0.137 


353 

4.00 

1 




246 

355 




Benzoylsarcosyl-DL-phenylalanine 

4 

15 

20.9 



Hippmylphenylglycine 

4.0 

4.4 

1.04 




3.0 

3.0 





2.0 

15 




Hippuryl-I-p-phenyllactic acid 

055 

43.0 

0550 


1.72 

Acetyl-dJ.p-phenyllactic acid 

1.62 

11.6 

20.8 

0.013 

0.044 


152 

104 





051 

8.0 




Chloroacetyl-dl-^-phenyllactic acid 

1.0-055 

267 

2.03 


1.30 

Bromoacetyl-dZ-p-phenyllactic acid 

153 

134 

1.50 

0.0016 

0.99 


0.718 

122 





0.410 

110 





a = initial substrate concentration in moles per liter (with respect to the l isomer). 
V = initial velocity in moles per liter hydrolyzed per minute, e = enzyme concen- 
tration in mg. of enzyme N per cc. Kn = enzyme-substrate equilibrium constant; 
for definition see (8, 12). h' = specific rate of activation in moles per liter of sub- 
strate hydrolyzed per minute per mg. of enzyme N per cc. 

of the latter. Hence, the specific rate of activation of BSarP is only 
about 1/2400 that of HipP. 






794 


CAEBOXYPEPTIDASB SUBSTRATES 


Rate measurements of tlie hydrolysis of hippuiylphenylglycinc did not 
yield to simple kinetic interpretations. Negative values for and k' 
were obtained when the data were plotted in the usual manner (8, 12, 22), 
and more extensive measurements arc required to elucidate the reaction 
mechanism involving this substrate.® At an initial substrate concentration 
of 0.04 M, the reaction velocity is about 35 times slower than that of HipP 
at the same initial substrate concentration. 



Fig. 1. Hydrolysis of hippuryl-Z-/S-phenyllactic acid in 0.01 m phosphate buffer 
0.025 M LiCl, pH 7.50, at 0®, by carboxypeptidase (0.057 mg. of enzyme N per 10 cc 
of reaction mixture). The initial substrate concentration was 0.040 m. 

Esters 

It has been previously noted (11) that the hydrolysis of hippuryl-dZ-^- 
phenyllactic acid follows apparent zero order kinetics but that the rate 
constant decreases with increasing substrate concentration. Essentially 
the same results were obtained in the present investigation with the I iso- 
mer of HipPLA. In low substrate concentrations (0.025 m) and at 25°, 
the specific rate of activation is comparable to that of the corresponding 
peptide, i.e. HipP. At 0°, however, the hydrolysis of HipPLA does not 
follow the kinetics of a zero order reaction, as is shown by the plot given 
in Eig. 1. 

® If the velocity data for HipPG, given in the third column of Table I, are approxi- 
mated to the nearest whole number, the resulting values would be as expected for 
true first order reaction Idnetics. Tins can only be obtained if the affinity of the 
enzyme for the substrate is so low that in the present range of substrate concentra- 
tion the rate of enzyme-substrate combination becomes the rate-limiting step (8). 
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Representative data for the hydrolysis of chloroacetyl-df-jS-phenyllactic 
acid (ClAcPLA) at four different initial substrate concentrations by a con- 
stant cnzjTnc concentration of 2.03 X 10“’ mg. of enz 3 Tne N per cc. are 
shomi in Fig. 2. Within the limits of the experimental error, the initial 
rate of hj-drolj’sis approximates zero order kinetics. Alaximum hydrol- 
ysis corresponds to one-half of the total concentration of the racemate.’ 
In order to determine whether the shape of the hydrolysis curves in 
Fig. 2 reflects the shift in equilibrium between the free and combined en- 
zjme during the reaction (8), or is due to inhibition by chloroacetate (2, 



MINUTES 

Fig. 2. Hydrolysis of chloroacetyl-d?-0-plienyllactic acid by carboxypeptidase, 
at 25°. Buffer concentration as stated in legend to Fig. 1. Enzyme concentration, 
0.0203 mg. of N per 10 cc. The initial substrate concentration (with respect to the 
1 isomer) is shown by O, 0.008 m; ■, 0.0065 m, A, 0.005 M, •, 0.004 ii. 

5), the hydrolysis of CLAcPLA. in the presence of varying concentrations 
of chloroacetate was determined. The results are plotted in Fig. 3 and 
show that the rate of hydrolysis was independent of chloroacetate con- 
centration, the different maximum levels of hydrolysis being due only 
to the variation in substrate concentration. 

The enzymatic hydrolysis of bromoacetyl-di-)3-phenyllactic acid was 
unusual in that the rate followed second order reaction kinetics. Repre- 
sentative data are given in Table II for measurements at three different 

’ These results supersede preceding, preliminary observations (11) in which not 
more than 17 per cent hydrolysis of the racemate (i.e. 34 per cent of the susceptible 
isomeric form) was observed. The present results are based on more detailed and 
complete analyses. 
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enzyme concentrations. This order of reaction has no apparent relation 
to enzyme-substrate affinitj^, since the calculated value of Km (Tabic I) 
is lower than that for the hydrolysis of HipP, which approximates first 
order reaction kinetics, wliereas the specific rates of activation arc of com- 
parable magnitudes. 

The results for all four specific csicr substrates are included in Table I. 



Fig. 3. Hydrolysis of chloroacetyl-df-jS-phenyllactic acid by carboxypeptidase, 
at 25°, in the presence of chloroacetate. Enzyme concentration, 0.0172 mg. of N per 
10 cc. The symbols refer to the following reaction mi.xtures; A 0.016 m substrate 
(dl); B 0.010 M substrate (dl) + 0.01 m chloroacetate; A 0.009 m substrate 
(dl) + 0.005 M chloroacetate; O 0.009 m substrate (dl); O O.OOS m substrate (dl) + 
0.02 M chloroacetate. 


Kffecl of Temperature 

The dependence of the rate of hydrolysis of ClAcPLA on temperature 
was measured in initial substrate concentrations of 0.02 and 0.01 Jr (con- 
centrations of the racemate), respective^, at five different temperatures 
ranging from 0-30°. At all temperatures studied, the initial reaction rate 
was identical for both substrate concentrations. The results are plotted 



Table II 


Hj/drolysis of Bromoacclyl-dl-^-Phcnyllactic Acid by Carboxypcplidase at pH 7 6, SB° 


Time 

X 

k 

1 Tune 

X 

k 

Time 

X 

k 

e-20X10-», 0-8 


e - 1.5 X 10”>, 0 - 8 00 X I0-> 

MBB 

8 40 X io-> 

nin. 

icn 


r'ln 

10^ 


min 

j(r» 

■■1 

16 

263 

292 

15 

180 

242 

1.4 

134 

131 

24 

329 

291 

23 

242 

23 6 

22 

188 

WSm 

38 ! 

4 29 

29 5 

35 

309 

22 5 

32 

242 

■il 

54 

500 ! 

28 8 

46 

365 

22 8 

45 

304 

mSm 

7.3 

6 60 

27.0 

60 

4 20 

23 0 

61 

3 69 

mSm 

104 

627 

286 

81 

4 77 

228 

81 

4 27 

mSm 

139 

673 

282 

10 6 

528 

229 

10 8 

486 

mSm 

191 

7.20 

289 

141 

578 

230 

14 5 

546 


320 

7.70 

27 7 

19 8 

629 

232 

19 3 

j 598 

mSm 




305 

679 

230 

24 9 

i 638 





i 

1 



30 5 

663 

mm 

Average 

e 


288 



231 



154 

14,400 


15,400 



15,400 



f- = x/{la{a — x)). The dimensions of k are liters X mole”* X min.“*. a = 
initial substrate concentration in moles per liter (with respect to the I isomer). 
* = moles per liter of substrate hydrolyzed in time t. e = enzyme concentration in 
nig. of enzyme N per cc 



Fig. 4. A plot of log k' against reciprocal temperatures (absolute) for the calcu- 
lation of Arrhenius energies of activation for the hydrolysis of specific esters by 
carbovypeptidase. The S 5 mibols defining the straight lines refer to the following 
substrates: O 0 015 m hippuryl-df-^-phenyllactic acid; • 0 005 m hippuryl-df-P- 
phenyllactic acid; 0 02 and 0 01 ii chloroacetyl-df-;3-phenyllactic acid All 
concentrations refer to the racemic mixtures. Experiments in 0 01 m phosphate 
buSer, 0 025 m Li Cl; pH 7.50. 
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in Fig. 4. The calculated Arrhenius activation energy was 12,700 calories 
per mole. 

Analogous measurements on HipPLA in initial substrate concentrations 
of 0.015 and 0.005 m (concentrations of the racemate), respectively, are 
likewise plotted in Fig. 4. The dependence of the specific rate of activa- 
tion on temperature, k', is greater for the higher initial substrate concen- 
tration, the calculated Arrhenius activation energies being 23,900 and 
13,600 calories per mole, respectively. 

DISCUSSION 

The enzymatic hydrolysis of all but one (i.e. hippurylphenylglycine) of 
the peptide substrates listed in Table I follows the general reaction kinet- 
ics previously exemplified by the typical substrate carbobenzoxyglycyl- 
phenylalanine (8). The rates of reversible formation of the enzyme-sub- 
strate complex and the rates of activation of the complex are of comparable 
orders of magnitude, resulting in finite values of Km and h'. 

The enzymatic hydrolysis of the specific ester substrates, hippuryl-Z-jS- 
phenyllactic acid and chIoroacetyI-dZ-/3-phenyllactic acid, follows apparent 
zero order kinetics, at least during the initial phase, indicating that in this 
range the sole rate-deteiTnining step is the activation of the complex (8, 
12). The esterase activity of carboxypeptidase resembles, in this respect, 
that of trypsin (23). 

The dependence of the hydrolysis of hippuryl-l-^-phenyllactic acid on 
concentration is similar to that previously described for the racemate and, 
hence, cannot be ascribed to antipodal inhibition. Since neither small 
amounts of the reaction products, i.e. hippuric acid and /S-phenyllactic acid 
(11), the most likely impurities in the substrate preparation, nor varia- 
tions in salt concentration (0.025 to 0.25 m LiCl) affect the rate of reaction, 
none of the factors previously considered (11) can account for the depend- 
ence of hydrolysis rate on substrate concentration. There is strong evi- 
dence for the view that HipPLA acts both as a substrate and an inhibitor 
for carboxypeptidase, a phenomenon not unfamiliar in the study of en- 
zyme kinetics (24, 25). The observed zero order kinetics at 25° may be 
regarded as a resultant of two effects; i.e., (1) the rate of hydrolysis proper, 
which decreases during hydrolysis because of the decreasing concentration 
of the enzyme-substrate complex, and (2) an accelerating effect due to 
decreasing inhibition as substrate concentration decreases. At 0°, the 
accelerating effect predominates, as is evidenced by an increase in the 
initial zero order reaction rate (Fig. 1), indicating that the combination 
of the enzyme with HipPLA as a substrate is more exothermic than the 
combination with the same compound as an inhibitor.'* 

^ The assumption that the dependence of hydrolysis rates on concentration is 
due to adventitious impurities other than the reaction products is incompatible 
with these experimental findings. 
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The present data afford a more detailed analysis of the specificity of 
carboxypeptidase than has hitherto been possible on the basis of limited 
kinetic measurements. 

The aflmity of HipP for the enzyune is even greater than that of CGP, 
as is evidenced by a lower value of K„ in the face of practically identical 
rates of activation. Since the synthesis of HipP is simpler than that of 
the carbobenzoxygljmyl analogue and does not require the hazardous use 
of phosgene, it is to be recommended as the peptide substrate of choice. 

While the nature of the aromatic radical adjacent to the secondary pep- 
tide bond appears to be rather inconsequential for activation rates, substi- 
tution of a sulfamide group for the secondary peptide bond, as in BSGP, 
causes a 16-fold decrease in the rate of activation. This is in contrast to 
analogous studies of tiy'psin which hydrolyzes a-p-toluenesulfonyl-L- 
arpninamide about 1.5 times faster than the corresponding a-benzoyl 
analogue (23). 

The hydrogen atom of the secondary peptide bond appears essential for 
rapid hydrolysis, since its replacement in HipP by a methyl group (BSarP) 
decreases the hydrolysis rate by a factor of 2400. This result is in essen- 
tial agreement with analogous studies on substrates for chymotrypsin 
and may be explained by the same mechanism (22, 26). While AeP, 
which lacks entirely the secondary peptide bond, and is only slowly hy- 
drolyzed (fc' being 1/840 of that of HipP), the introduction of a chlorine 
atom, as in ClAcP, increases the activation rate 60-foId. A similar, 
though smaller, effect is evidenced in the corresponding ester substrates. 

The relatively slow rate of activation of HipPG, compared to HipP 
(relative rates, approximately 1:35), is in full accord with studies on specific 
inhibitors (7), which have demonstrated the critical importance of the dis- 
tance of separation of the phenyl ring from the carboxyl group. 

The activity of carboxypeptidase toward ester analogues of specific sub- 
strates is convincingly demonstrated by the fact that, with one exception 
(f.e. HipPLA), the ester substrates are hydrolyzed faster than are the cor- 
responding peptide substrates. In addition, the affinity of the enzyme 
for the esters appears to be higher than for the corresponding peptides, 
as evidenced by a comparison of the respective Km and fc' values (Table I) 
and by the preponderant adherence to zero order kinetics. This higher 
affinity is also evidenced by the failure of chloroacetate to inhibit the h 5 '- 
drolysis of ClAcPLA and HipPLA (11), in contrast to its inhibitory action 
on peptide hydrolysis (2, 5). 

Comparison of the Km and // values for the present substrates provides a 
relative measure of their affinities (22), and leads to the following sequence 
of decreasing affinities for carboxypeptidase. 

ClAcPLA > B''AcPLA > HipP > CGP > > AePLA > TP > AeP 
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In eacli group of peptide or ester substrates, respectively, tlie affinity of 
the substrate for the enzyme decreases in the order hippuryl- > chloroa- 
cetyl- > (formyl-) > acet 3 d-. For substrates devoid of the secondary 
peptide bond, this sequence bears formal relation to the acidity of the 
corresponding acids which arc formed on hj^drolysis (27). However, sub- 
strates containing the secondary peptide bond are more firmly attached 
to the enzyme than are those devoid of this bond, despite the fact that cor- 
responding acyl acids (carbobenzoxyglycine and hippuric acid) are weaker 
acids than chloro- or bromoacetic acids. The higher affinity of these 
compounds probably arises from the fact that they possess an additional 
point of attacliment to the enzimie through the sccondaty peptide group 
bj’’ the dual action of this group in forming hydrogen bridges by accept- 
ance and donation (22, 26). 

A similar sequence exists when the peptide and ester substrates are ar- 
ranged in order of decreasing specific rate of activation, k'. For substrates 

Table III 


Thermodynamic Data for Hydrolysis of Substrates by Carboxypeptidase* 


Substrate 1 

k’ 

ki 

AE 

AH* 

AS‘ j 

AF* 

ClAcPLA 

1.30 

JCC.'t 

111 

186 

calories 
per mole 

12,700 

16,200 

calories 
per mole 

12,100 
15,000 i 

E.U. 

-S,8 

-{-3.6 

calories 
per mole 

14,700 

I 14,500 

CGP i 

2. IS 



* Calculated for T = 25°. 


devoid of the secondary peptide bond, the sequence of specific activation 
rates of enzymatic hydrolysis parallels the sequence of the alkaline hy- 
drolysis of the corresponding esters, while the influence of a substituents 
on acid hydrolysis is considerably less and gives rise to an entirely d fferent 
order than alkaline hydrolysis (28). Since, however, the specific activa- 
tion rate of the tj-pical substrate CGP by carbox 3 q)eptidase increases vuth 
increasing acidity of the system (between pH 7.S and 6.5) (29), a correla- 
tion between the rates of enzymatic h 3 '-drol 3 ''sis and the electronic proper- 
ties of the acyl substituent of the substrate (27) is not self-evident. The 
higher specific rates of activation of substrates containing the secondary 
peptide bond as well as the slow rates of hydrolysis of BSGP and BSarP 
show that this structural element is necessary in order to obtain the full 
catalytic effect of the enz 3 rme, and must again be related to the ability of 
this group to combine with the enzyme. 

The measurements of the temperature dependence of the specific rate 
of activation, k', plotted in Fig. 4, may be interpreted in terms of the 
energetic constants AH*, AS*, and AF*, the changes in heat, entropy, and 
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free energj' of activation, respectively (12). Such calculations appear 
valid for chloroacctj'l-df-jS-phenyllactic acid, since the specific rate of acti- 
vation is independent of substrate concentration. Table III gives the 
results of such calculations, in comparison with analogous data for the hy- 
drolj'sis of CGP (29). 

Although the peptide substrate containing a secondarj-- peptide bond 
(CGP) is split somewhat faster than the ester substrate devoid of this 
bond (ClAcPLA), the heat of activation is some 3500 calories per mole 
higher. Since the free energies of activation are practically identical, it 
follows that the entropy change accompanjung the activation of CGP is 
not only 12.5 E.rr. higher than that accompanying the activation of 
ClAcPLA, but entropy is actually gained during the activation process. 

This work has been supported by the United States Public Health 
Service, National Institutes of Health. 

STJMMAilT 

The enzymatic hydrolysis of a series of specific peptide and ester sub- 
strates by carboxypeptidase has been investigated by quantitative kinetic 
measurements. Both the affinity for the enzyme and the rate of activa- 
tion are higher for esters than for the corresponding peptides. 

While the secondary peptide bond of specific substrates enhances en- 
zymatic hydrolysis, compounds devoid of this structural component are 
likewise hydrolyzed, although at a slower rate. Their aflfinity for the 
enzyme is in direct relation to the electronic nature of the substituent. 

N-Methylation of the secondary peptide bond causes a large decrease 
in the rate of hydrolysis; replacement of the secondary peptide group by a 
sulfamide group decreases hydrolysis rates to a lesser but significant extent. 

The unusual reaction kinetics previously noted for the hydrolysis of 
hippuryI-dL/3-phenyllactic acid have been confirmed with the I isomer of 
this compound and related to its dual action as both substrate and in- 
hibitor for carboxypeptidase. 

The influence of temperature on the specific rate of activation of chloro- 
acetyl-dl-fl-phenyllactic acid has been determined and described in terms 
of energetic constants. 
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THE CHEMISTRY OF MELANIN 
VI. MECHANISM OF THE OXIDATION OF CATECHOL BY TYROSINASE* 
Bt HOWARD S. MASONt 

(From the Division of Industrial Hygiene, Bureau of Stale Serviees, United Stales 
Public Health Sendee, Bethesda, Maryland) 

(Received for publication. May 27, 1949) 

Tlie accompanying diagram illustrates a mechanism proposed for the 
GnzjTnic oxidation of catechol (1-5). In the present study the oxida- 
tions of catechol and hydroxyhydroquinone at varying concentrations 
of substrate, enzjmie, and hydrogen ion have been followed spectrophoto- 
inetricall 5 \ Step 1, first proposed by Raper on chemical grotmds (6), 
las been confirmed. Further results indicate that the catechol melanin 
obtained under these conditions is not a polymer of hydroxy-p-quinone. 

EXPERIMENTAli 

Tyrosinase was prepared from Psalliola campestris by the procedure of 
Ludwig and Nelson (7). The preparations contained between 83 and 
107 chronometric catecholase units per mg. of dry weight, determined 
fjy the procedure of Miller et al. (8). Catechol melted at 103-104® (cor- 
rected). o-Benzoquinone (9, 10) consisted of bright red needles which 
melted and decomposed between 60-70°. Hydroxyhydroquinone (11) 
melted at 139—140°. Hydroxy-p -quinone prepared from it (12) crystal- 
lized from ether in yellow prisms which melted at 122-125°. 2, 4, 5, 2', 4', 

5 "Hexahydroxy diphenyl was prepared from vanillin according to the pro- 
cedure of Erdtman (13); the granular gray powder possessed the prop- 
erties previously described (13-15). It was further identified by prepa- 
ration of the corresponding hexaacetate, which melted at 172.5-174.5°. A 
dilute ethereal solution shaken with silver oxide and dry sodium sulfate 
first turned deep red-purple, then lemon yellow. Yellow crystals melting 
and decomposing at 180° were deposited from the concentrated filtrate. 
The small amounts available forestalled further identification, but the 
method of preparation and the color sequence observed during the re- 
action (cf. 4,4'-dimethoxydi-p-quinone of Erdtman) indicate that this 
substance was 4,4'-dihydroxydi-p-quinone. 

Buffers were prepared by adding 0.1 n NaOH to 50 ml. of 0.1 m TCTT .pO^ 

* Some of tbe results reported in this paper -were the subject of a preliminarj' 
note (J. Am. Chem. Soc., 67, 1233 (1945)). For Paper V in this series see Mason 
and Wright (J. Biol. Chem., 180, 235 (1949). 

t Present address. Department of Chemistry, Cambridge University, England. 
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and diluting the mixture to 100 ml. All spcetrophotometric experiments 
were conducted at temperatures of 25-28° with a Beclcman ultraviolet 
spectrophotometer and matched quartz cells having a light path of 1.0 
cm. The constant procedure of adding 0.1 ml, of enzyme, appropriately 
diluted, to 3.0 ml. of Bubstrate-bufTcr mixture in the spectrophotometer 


( 1 ) 


( 2 ) 


Oil 


0 



OH 


0 
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0 




Enzyme 


+ II-O 




Oil 


0 


+ H.o 


\/ 




Catechol melanin 


cell was utilized. The spectrophotometric conventions and experimental 
details have been previously described (16, 17). 

Enzymic Oxidation of Catechol — ^The spectrophotometric course of the 
oxidation of catechol in the presence of tyrosinase at pH 5.4 is depicted 
in Fig. 1. Although, the concentration of catechol is varied between 7.64 
X 10“® and 2.27 X 10~^ mole per ml. and the concentration of tyrosinase 
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between 5.3 and 21.2 catccholase units per 3.1 ml., the observations are 
qualitatively alike. The absorption maximum at 276 m^, characteristic 



V/AVELENGTH mp 

Fig. 1, Spectropliotoiiietric course of the enzymic oxidation of catechol at pH 
S.4. In A and B, 7.54 X 10~‘ mole per ml. and, in C and D, 2.27 X 10-‘ mole per 
ml. of catechol were oxidized in the presence of 21.2 (A and (J) and 5.3 catecholase 
units of enzyme (B and D). In each section Curve 1 represents the absorption 
spectrum observed before addition of enzjTne, Curve 2, immediately after addition 
of enzyme, and Curve 3, 60 minutes after. 

of catechol, is replaced rapidly by principal absorption at 390 mp, vhich 
will presently be shown to be characteristic of o-benzoquinone. General 
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absorption displaying a weak maximum at 255 to 260 then develops 
over a period of 60 to 90 minutes. The results obtained with the same 
range of enzyme and substrate concentrations at pH 8.4 are depicted in 



Fig. 2. Spectrophotometric course of the enzymic oxidation of catechol at pH 
8.4. The designations have the same significance as those in Fig. 1. 

Fig. 2. Intermediate spectra are more transient; the maximum absorp- 
tion of catechol at this pH, 277.5 mju, is directly replaced by general ab- 
sorption displaying weak maxima or inflections at 260 to 270 m/i. 

Enzymic Oxidation of Hydroxyhydroqninone — The spectrophotometric 
course of the oxidation of hydroxyhydroquinone in the presence of tyrosinase 
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WAVELENGTH mji 

Fig. 3. Spectrophotometric couise of the enzymic oxidation of hj-droxj'hydro- 
quinone at pH 5.4. The designations have the same significance as those in Fig. 1. 

at pH 5.4 is depicted in Fig. 3. The concentrations of enzyme and sub- 
strate are the same as in the previous experiments with catechol. In 
each, the initially observed maximum at 288 m|i, characteristic of hs'droxj'- 
hydroquinone, is rapidly replaced by two new maxima at 260 and 480 to 
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485 mil. These will presently be shown to constitute a portion of the ab- 
sorption spectram of h 3 ’’clroxy- 7 ;-quinonc. Under the conditions of the 
experiment they are mctastable and arc replaced in CO minutes by a band, 
the position of which is related to the amount of enzyme in solution: 320 



Fig, 4. Serial changes in the absorption spectra of hydroxyhj'droquinone, hy- 
droxy-p-quinone, and o-benzoquinone. A, hydroxyhydroquinone, 2.27 X 10“‘ 
mole per ml., at pH 8.4 observed (Curve 1) immediately, and (Curve 2) 60 minutes 
after solution of the compound. B, hydroxy-p-quinone, 1.41 X 10“* mole per ml., 
at pH 6.4 observed (Curve 1) immediately, and (Curve 2) CO minutes after solution 
of the compound. C, o-benzoquinone, 2.05 X 10”* mole per ml., at pH 5.4 observed 
(Curve 1) immediately, and (Curve 2) 60 minutes after solution of the compound. 

mp in the presence of 21,2 units and 340 mp in the presence of 5.3 units. 
Increases in the concentrations of hydroxyhydroquinone and enzyme pro- 
duce expected increases in the rate of appearance and intensities of the 
several bands serially observed. 

At pH 8.4 the rate of autoxidative transformation of hydroxyhydro- 
quinone is too rapid to be observably affected by the presence of enzjune 
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(Fig. 4, A). Immediately after solution of the phenol, absorption maxima 
at 260 and 4S0 m^ are observed. These are replaced more slowly by a 
single ma.ximum at 320 m;i. 

Enzymic Ozidalion of ilixliircs of Catechol and Hydroxyhydroquinone 
Mixtures of catechol and hydroxj’hydroquinone, the combined concen- 
trations of which equaled 2.27 X 10~^ mole per ml., were oxidized in the 
presence of 21.2 units of enzyme at pH 5.4. The absorption spectra 
which developed immediately after addition of the oxidase contained 
bands at both 395 and 490 my, the relative intensities of which were pro- 
portional to the mole fractions of catechol and hydroxyhydroquinone, 
respectively. General absorption then appeared. When the concentra- 
tion of hydroxyhydroquinone was 50 per cent or more of the total sub- 


Table I 

Absorption Maxima and Molecular Extinction CoeJJicicnts of Some Phenols and 

Quinones 


Compound 

pH of 
Duffer 

1 solvent 

' Mail- 
mum 

i 

Los-E 1 

1 

Maximum 

Log E 


1 

1 

mu 


mu 


Catechol 

5.4 

276 

3.362 



C( 

8.4 

277.5 

3.410 



o-Benzoquinone 

5.4 

390 

3.262 



“ (enzymic) 

5.4 

390 

3.124 


1 

Hydroxyhydroquinone 

5.4 

288 

3.441 

480-485 

3.312 

Hydroxy-p-quinone 

5.4 

260 

3.669 

“ (enzymic) 

5.4 

260 

3.690 

480-485 

3.324 

2,4,5,2',4',5'-HexahydroxydiphenyI . . 

5.4 

292 

4.019 



4,4'-Dihydroxydi-p-quinone 

5.4 

275 

4.260 


1 


strate concentration, an inflection or maximum simultaneously appeared 
in the region of 340 my. 

Ahsorption Spectra of Hydroxy-p-quinone and o-Benzoquinone ^The ab- 
sorption spectrum of hydroxy-p-quinone at pH 5.4 is depicted in Fig. 4, 
B. Unstable maxima are observed at 260 and 480 to 485 m^; over a 
period of 60 minutes these diminish in intensity and a new band at 340 
ray appears. o-Benzoquinone displays an initial maximum at 390 my, 
this rapidly disappears and general absorption in which a well defined 
maximum at 270 m/i is apparent develops (Fig. 4, C). The absorption 
maxima and molecular extinction coefficients of catechol, hydroxyhydro- 
quinone, the corresponding quinones, and related substances relevant to 
the following discussion and observed in the present study are listed in 
Table I. 
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DISCUSSION 

The isolation of 4,5-dianiIino-o-benzoquinone as a derivative from the 
products of the oxidation of catechol in tlic presence of tyrosinase (2, 6) 
indicated that o-benzoquinone is formed under these conditions. The 
present study provides confirmation, since the absorption spectnim ob- 
served immediately after addition of tyrosinase to catechol solutions and 
that of o-benzoquinone itself are identical at pH 5.4 (Table I). o-Benzo- 
quinone must therefore be formed more rapidly than it is consumed in 
subsequent reactions at this pll. At pll 8,4, however, the quinone must 
be utilized as rapidly as it forms, for only general absorption can be ob- 
served in the region of 390 m/i after addition of cnzjmc to catechol solu- 
tions (Fig. 2), 

The final stages of the enzymic oxidation of catechol are characterized 
by inflections or maxima in the region of 255 to 270 mfx. These are gen- 
erally more pronounced in the presence of low initial enzyme concentra- 
tions. Solutions of pure o-benzoquinone develop similar maxima upon 
standing (Fig. 4, C) and catechol itself can readily be isolated from such 
solutions. For this reason it is probable that these peaks do not charac- 
terize the polymeric product. 

The enzymic oxidation of hydroxyhydroquinone follows a completely dif- 
ferent spectrophotometric course. In the first phase the spectrum of this 
polyphenol is replaced by absorption maxima at 260 and 480 to 485 m^ 
(pH 5.4) (Fig. 3). Similar changes take place auto.xidatively at pH 8.4. 
This spectrum is identical to that of hydroxy-p-quinone (Fig, 4, B; Table I). 

The instability of this compound in aqueous solution does not, as in 
the case of o-benzoquinone, lead directly to general absorption but to new 
specific absorption in the region of 320 to 340 m^u (Figs. 3, 4, A, and 4, 
B). The appearance of this absorption band 60 minutes after the solu- 
tion or enzymic formation of hydroxy-p-quinone is an additional charac- 
teristic of the compound at pH 5.4. Furthermore, the 320 to 340 mu 
band develops perceptibly when the concentration of hydroxy-p-quinone 
is 50 per cent or more of the total in a mixture with o-benzoquinone formed 
by the enzymic oxidation of the corresponding phenols at pH 5.4. Since 
neither this band nor those characterizing hydroxy-p-quinone itself appear 
anj'- time during the enzymic oxidation of catechol at pH 5,4 to 8,4, it is 
probable that the mechanism postulated by Nelson and coworkers does 
not obtain under these conditions. 

The hypothesis that hydroxy-p-quinone is formed during the enzymic 
oxidation of catechol developed from the observation that, after the en- 
zymic consumption of 2 atoms of oxygen per molecule of catechol, addi- 
tion of aniline results in the formation of 4,5-dianilino-o-quinone (2). 



n. S. MASON 


811 


However, it is loiown that liydroxy-p-quinone does not give rise to 
4,o-dianilino-o-quinone (IS). Accordingly, this basis for the hypothesis 
is without foundation. An alternative explanation for the isolation of 
4,5-dianilino-o-quinone by Wagreich and Nelson h'es in the observation 
that the complete cnzjTnic oxidation of catechol requires 2.5 to 3.1 atoms 
of oxj’gen per molecule of catechol (19). Tlie consumption of only 2.0 
atoms per molecule maj’ permit unchanged o-benzoquinone to remain. 
This would form the derivative obtained. 

The kinetics of the disappearance of o-benzoquinone from dilute aqueous 
solutions has also been interpreted as indicative of a simple hydration re- 
action between the quinone and water (3). The analj’tical procedmre em- 
ployed for following the concentration of o-benzoquinone in this work did 
not, however, discriminate between o-benzoquinone initially present and 
quinones subsequently formed. 

Under the conditions of the experiment, hydroxy-p-quinone did not 
condense to polyhydrox 3 ’'diphenjds of the tjqje described by Erdtman 
(13), since these substances do not possess absorption maxima in the 320 
to 340 mji region (Table I). iVhile the products of the enzymic oxidation 
of hydroxyhydroquinone are readily dialyzable and do not precipitate upon 
the addition of strong acid, catechol melanins prepared under the same 
conditions are retained by a cellulose membrane and are almost completely 
precipitated from solution at pH 2. This evidence together with failure 
to detect intermediate substances spectroscopically suggests that o-benzo- 
quinone polymerizes directly to phenolic polyphenyls susceptible to further 
oxidation. 


SUMMABY 

Comparison of the spectrophotometric course of the enzymic oxidations 
of catechol and hydroxyhydroquinone imder varying conditions of sub- 
strate, enzjTne, and hydrogen ion concentrations indicates that the catechol 
melanins obtained under these conditions are not polymers of hydroxy-p- 
quinone. 


BinniOGRAPHY 

1. Wagreich., H., and Nelson, J. M., J. Biol. Chem., 116, 459 (1936). 

2. Wagreicli, H., and Nelson, J. M., J. Am. Chem. Soc., 60, 1515 (1938). 

3. Dawson, C. R., and Nelson, J. M., J. Am. Chem. Soc., 60, 245 (1938). 

4. Dawson, C. E.., and Nelson, J. M., J. Am. Chem. Soc., 60, 250 (1938). 

5. Nelson, J. M., and Dawson, C. R., Advances in Enzymol., 4, 99 (1944). 

6. Pugh, C. B. hi., and Raper, H. S., Biochem. J., 21, 1370 (1927). 

7. Ludwig, B. J., and Nelson, J. M., J. Am. Chem. Soc., 61, 2601 (1939). 

8. Miller, W. H., Mallette, M. F., Roth, L. J., and Dawson, C. R., J. Am. Chem. 

Soc., 66, 514 (1944). 



812 


CHEMISTRY OF MEEAKIX. VI 


9. Willstilttcr, R., and Pfnnncnstiel, A., Bcr. chan. Qca., 87, 4744 (1901). 

10. Goldschmidt, S., and Grnef, F., Bcr. chcm. Gcs., Cl, 1853 (1928). 

11. Healey, M., and Robinson, R., J. chcm. Soc., 1027 (1934). 

12. Willstilttcr, R., and Muller, F., Bcr. chcm. Gcs., 44, 2171 (1911). 

13. Erdtman, n. G. H., Proc. Roy. Soc. London, Series A, 143, 211 (1933). 

14. Barth, L., and Schredcr, J., Monalsh. Chcm., C, 589 (188-1). 

15. Brezinn, E., Monaish. Chcm., 22, 590 (1901). 

16. Mason, 11. S., J. Biol. Chcm., 168, 433 (1917). 

17. Mason, H. S., J. Biol. Chcm., 172, &3 (1918). 

18. Kchrmann, F., and Cherpillod, F., IIclv. chim. acta, 7, 980 (1921). 

19. Wright, C. I., and Mason, H. S., J. Biol. Chan., 166, 45 (1910). 



THE EFFECT OF PRE'\HOUS DIET ON THE METABOLIC 
ACTmTY OF THE ISOHVTED RAT DIAPHRAGM* 


Bt RICHARD C. GILMORE, Jn.,t and LEO T. SAMUELS 

(From the Dcparlmcnl of Biological Chemistry, University of Utah College of 
Medicine, Salt Lake City) 

(Received for publication, June 20, 1949) 

While there has been considerable exadence of a shift in the enzyme sys- 
tems of unicellular organisms due to a continuing modification of the en- 
vironment, no clear cut evidence of such a shift in ma mm alian tissues has 
been obtained. Indirect evidence of such a shift has been reported by 
Samuels, Roberts, and coworkers (1-5) in fasted and in eviscerated rats. 
Since the largest mass of tissue in the eviscerated animal is striated muscle, 
the metabolism in vitro of diaphragmatic muscle from rats pre\douslj’' fed 
equicaloric high carbohydrate and high fat diets was investigated. It was 
considered that any difference in metabolism imder a constant environ- 
ment would indicate a change in the metabolic mechanisms within the 
muscle cells. 


Methods 

Male rats obtained from Sprague-Dawley, Inc., were used in all experi- 
ments. The animals were fed Purina fox chow checkers imtil they attained 
a weight of 225 gm. or more. In each experiment the rats were then segre- 
gated into two groups having similar weight distribution and fasted 24 
hours. Forced feeding of either a high fat or high carbohydrate diet by 
the technique of Reinecke et al. (6) was then begun. Twice daily, at 8.00 
a,m. and at 3.00 p.m., the rats were fed for a period of at least 4 weeks. 
The composition of the diets is given in Table I. The animals were fed 
sufficient diet to produce a gain in weight. The initial feeding was 8 ml. 
This was increased 1 ml. every other day rmtil a total of 13 ml. at each feed- 
ing was given. This was further increased if necessary to maintain weight. 
Water was available ad libitum. The technique of preparing the dia- 
phragms was similar to that of Gemmill (7). For use in the experiments, 

* This •work was supported bj^ grants from the John and Mary R. Markle Founda- 
tion and from the Committee on Food Research of the Quartermaster Food and Con- 
tainer Institute for the Armed Forces. The opinions or conclusions contained in this 
report are those of the authors. They are not to be construed as necessarily re- 
flecting the ■views or endorsement of the War Department. 

t This work was done in partial fulfilment of the requirements for the degree of 
Master of Science. 
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the rats were sacrificed by decapitation and lilcd. Immediately following 
the cessation of bleeding, the abdomen was opened and the diaphragm was 
removed and immersed in ice-cold 0.01 m Krebs-Ringer-phosphato buffer, 
pH 7.4, prepared as described by Umbreit (8). During this operation, 
stretching and handling of the diaphragm were kept at a minimum. All 
possible fat and connective tissue were removed and the diaphragm cut 
into pieces weighing approximately 50 mg. 

Each piece of diaphragm tissue \vas blotted separately, quickly weighed 
on a torsion balance, and transferred to a Warburg vessel containing ice- 
cold 0.01 M Krebs-Ringcr-phosphate buffer. Generally twm pieces were 


Tabix I 

Diets Used in Stomach Tube Feeding 



1 High f.it 

1 

1 Bish 

carbohydrate 

Lactalbumin, Labco, pin 

30 

30 

Gelatin, TJ. S. P., gm 

30 

30 

Corn oil, pm i 

105. S 

3 

Dextrin, pm . . 1 

0 

233.25 

Salt Mixture 2, U. S. P., gm 

12 

12 

Oleum percomorphum, reinforced, Mead Johnson, drops 

12 

12 

Vitamin concentrate, Ledcrle’s Lederplex, gm 

4 

4 

Water to make, ml 

700 

700 

Calories per ml 

l.CS 

1.70 

Caloric distribution, % of total calorics 


Protein 

19 6 

19.5 

Fat 

SO 

2.7 

Carbohydrate 

uu , 

0.5 1 

77.8 




used in each flask. When desired, substrate was added to the buffer. 
The vessels containing buffer and tissue were next attached to Warburg 
manometers, equilibrated with the gas phase, placed in the bath at 37°, 
and equilibrated for 15 minutes. The manometers were then closed and 
the contents of the flasks shaken for a period of 2 hours. 

A final concentration of 100 mg. per cent glucose was used for carbohy- 
drate substrate in the determination of anaerobic lactate production. The 
vessels containing the tissue and reaction medium were gassed wuth 100 
per cent nitrogen passed through a heated glass tube containing copper 
turnings; so that the last traces of oxygen were removed. After the in- 
cubation period, the vessels were removed from the manometers and a 1 
ml. aliquot of the reaction medium Avas taken for determination of lactic 
acid by the method of Barker and Summerson (9). 

For glucose utilization and glycogen synthesis, final concentrations of 
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133 and 200 mg. per cent glucose were used as substrate. The vessels were 
gassed with 100 per cent oxj’gen and equilibrated, and respiration continued 
for 2 hours after closing the manometers. After this period of respiration, 
the vessels were removed from the Warburg manometers and the tissues 
were lifted out, quickly rinsed in distilled water, and dropped into 30 per 
cent potassium hydroxide solution for determination of glycogen bj’" the 
method of Good cl al. (10). A 1 ml. aliquot of the buffer solution was taken 
for the determination of glucose by Reinecke’s modification of the Folin- 
Malmros technique (11). Another 1 ml. aliquot was taken for determina- 
tion of lactic acid, as previously described. 

For initial glucose concentration, duplicate 1 ml. aliquots of the medium 
used were subjected simultaneously to the same procedure as were the un- 
knowns. For control glycogen, approximately 100 mg. of tissue were 

Table II 

Carhohydrale Ulilizalion by Strips of Diaphragm from Rats on High Carbohydrate 

or High Fat Diels 


Results in mg. per gm. of tissue per hour. 


nict 

Substrate 

No. of 
animals 

Cbanse in glucose 

Change in glycogen 
(as glucose) 

Glucose 

balance 

Carbohydrate. . . 

Glucose 
-f buSer 

11 

-1.47 i 0.012 

-0.30 ± 0.004 

-1.77 

Fat 

« « 

11 

-0.64 ± 0.011* 

-F0.3S ± O.OOS* 

-0.26 

Carbohydrate. . . 

Buffer 

9 


-0.64 ± 0.003 

-0.64 

Fat 

it 

9 


-0.34 ± 0.004 

-0.34 


* Standard deviation of the mean. 


placed in hot potassium hydroxide solution at the same time that similar 
pieces of the same diaphragm tissue were put into the Warburg vessels. 
This sample was then analyzed in the same manner as the incubated tissue. 

Results 

The results of the study of glucose utilization are listed in Table II. 
When glucose was present in the buffer, the utilization of this compound 
was significantly higher in the diaphragms of the carbohydrate-fed rats than 
in those of the fat-fed animals. The mean initial glycogen content of the 
diaphragms was significantly higher in the carbohj'drate-fed group. Gly- 
cogen vras increased in most of the diaphragms of the fat-fed animal s when 
glucose was present, while it was decreased under all conditions in those 
from the carbohydrate-fed animals. Furthermore, without added sub- 
strate the utilization of glycogen by the diaphragms of the fat-fed animals 
was significantly less than the glycogen utilized by diaphragm tissue of rats 
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fed the high carbohydrate diet. Tlius, either in the presence of glucose at 
levels of 133 and 200 mg. per cent, or in its absence, there was always a 
greater disappearance of glucose and glycogen in the muscle tissue of the 
carbohydrate-fed group. 


TAniit: III 


Relation of Oxygen Consumption to Carbohydrate Utilization in Rat Diaphragms 
Results in ml. per gm. per hour. 


Diet 

Substrate 

No. of 
animats 

Oj consumption 

1 

Glucose* 

balance 

1 

Ojcqul- j 
valent of 
Klucose 
balance 

Non- 
rIucosc 
Qt con- 
sumption 

Fat 

Glucose 
-f buffer 

11 

1.01 db 0.03t 

-0.2C 

-0.19 

-fO.85 


Buffer 

9 

0.93 ± O.OG 

-0.31 

-0.25 

-1-0.68 

Carbohydrate — ! 

Glucose 
-1- buffer 

11 

0.8S ± 0.03 

-1.77 

-1.32 

-0.44 

H 

Buffer 

9 

i 

0.90 ± 0.05 

-0.G4 

-0.4S 1 

-f0.‘i2 


* Change in glucose and glycogen, 
t Standard deviation of the mean. 


Table IV 

Lactic Acid Content of Medium after Aerobic and Anaerobic Incubation of Diaphragm 


Results in mg. per gm. per hour. 


Biet 

1 

Substrate 


Anaerobic 


Aerobic 

No. of 
rats 

Lactate 

No. of 
rats 

Lactate 

Fat 

Glucose 

buffer 

4 

0.99 =fc 0.11* 

6 

0.73 cfc 0.03* 

Carbohydrate 


4 

1.02 ± 0.03 

6 

0.63 d= 0.04 

Fat i 

Buflfer only 

4 

0.83 dfc 0.07 

4 

0.68 db 0.02 

Carbohydrate 

ft t( 

4 

0.86 ± 0.04 

4 

0.52 db 0.04 

1 


* Standard deviation of the mean. 


As shown in Table III, there was no significant difference in oxygen up- 
take in the diaphragm of animals on the same diet when buffer alone or 
when glucose and buffer were used as substrate. Apparently the muscle 
tissue from rats on either high fat or high carbohydrate diet contains suffi- 
cient substrate to maintain oxygen consumption at a level which is not 
significantly affected by glucose in the surrounding medium. 

In Table III the oxygen required to oxidize the carbohydrate which dis- 
appeared during incubation is compared with the total oxygen consumed. 
It must be concluded that some substrate other than glucose from the 
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medium or glycogen was oxidized by the diaphragms of the fat-fed rats 
even in the presence of glucose. 

Table IV gives the concentration of lactic acid per gm. of muscle tissue. 
The presence of glucose increased the formation of lactic acid under both 
aerobic and anerobic conditions. Diet had no effect on the level of lactic 
acid found after anaerobic incubation. VTien the diaphragms were in- 
cubated aerobically, however, there was significantly more lactic acid in 
the muscles of the fat-fed rats. 


DISCUSSION 

The data from these experiments indicate that the oxidative metabolism 
of striated muscle from rats on a high fat diet differed from that observed 
after a high carbohydrate diet; the gl 3 ’’coljri;ic system was apparently’’ not 
significantly affected. 

The difference in glycogen formation is in contrast with the results re- 
ported by Lundbaek and Stevenson (12). They^ found that glucose utiliza- 
tion bj’ the tissues of the fat-fed rats was little more than half that of those 
from the carbohydrate-fed group, but no significant difference in glycogen 
synthesis was observed when the medium contained glucose at a level of 
200 mg. per cent. The glucose utilization by the muscles of our fat-fed 
rats was similar, 44 per cent of that in the carbohydrate-fed animals, but 
V'e also obsen'ed differences in glycogen formation which contributed to the 
difference in total carbohydrate utilization. This may have been due to 
the fact that the initial level of glycogen was higher in the carbohydrate- 
fed rats. The age of the animals may also have been a factor. The differ- 
ence in muscle glycogen was itself a reflection of the different substrate ef- 
fect on the cells, since the total amount of protein and energy in the diet 
was the same in both groups. 

Since anaerobic glycolysis by the diaphragms from these two groups of 
rats was similar, as was also oxj’-gen uptake, while glucose utilization was 
much greater in the tissues from the carbohydrate-fed animals, there must 
be some other factor in muscle which can be utilized for energy. This 
statement is in agreement with the conclusions of Gemmill (7) based on 
R.Q. measurements and oxygen consumption of diaphragm tissue in the 
absence of glucose and insulin. This component is apparently utilized in 
greater amoimt in the diaphragm of the fat-fed rat. Gemmill’s figures 
for oxygen consumption (0.84 to 1.06 ml. per gm. per hour is the range of 
means) also coincide -with our obsenmtions. 

Although the diaphragms from rats fed these diets may be able to utilize 
preferentially the products of metabolism from the major type of food- 
stuff -which has been fed, apparently the ability of the tissue to utilize either 
type has not been abolished. This is demonstrated by the ability of the 
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tissues of the fat-fed rats to use small amounts of glucose when it was present 
and to utilize some carbohydrate as glycogen when no outside source of 
energy was provided. 

The constant consumption of oxj^gen liy diaphragm tissue from rats on 
the diet either with or without substrate indicates a relatively abundant 
supply of usable sources of energ}'' within the striated muscle. This inde- 
pendence of substrate confirms the findings of Gcmmill (13) and Gcmmill 
and Hamman (14), among others. Since the diaphragm from the fat-fed 
rat, which has been demonstrated by the present work to use some sub- 
strate other than glucose or glycogen, is equally independent of its im- 
mediate nutritive surroundings, it seems that such a tissue also has con- 
siderable stores of an unknonm oxidizablc substance. An in^’■cstigation of 
the distinctive constituents of the striated muscle of the fat-fed rat main- 
tained as outlined here should lead to its identification. A stud.v of the 
blood sugar curves of the eviscerated rat as published by Roberts, Samuels, 
and Reinecke (4) would indicate that this substrate is probably exhausted 
after several hours, since the glucose in the blood then begins to fall more 
rapidly. 

According to &ahl and Cori (15) the dilTcrence in utilization of glucose 
by the two groups of muscles in the presence of the same glucose level 
would be a measure of the activity of the hexoldnase system. This is 
based on the virtual irreversibility of the sj^stem due to the great energy 
drop when a high energj’- phosphate bond is broken to form a hexose phos- 
phate. Since insulin increases the activity of this system in muscle slices 
of normal rats, the assumption would then be that the differences observed 
in the present studies are due to differences in insulin content of the dia- 
phragm. This may well be, since Best ct al. (16) have shown that the 
insulin content of the pancreas is low on a high fat diet. There are, how- 
ever, several factors which seem to make this questionable. 

First is the assumption by Krahl and Cori that the availability of high 
energy phosphate was not the limiting factor in the hexokinase reaction. 
No source of this was added in their experiments nor in ours. The original 
concentration and the replacement of adenosine triphosphate and adenosine 
diphosphate was, therefore, dependent on the over-all activity of the tis- 
sues themselves. It is doubtful whether this assumption should be made 
in any unlcnown ssi^stem. Against anj’- major difference in the hexokinase 
system is the constancy of the anaerobic glycolysis between the groups. 
This also involves gIucose-6-phosphate formation and should be affected 
by a difference in hexokinase activity. 

Certainly it appears that the major difference is in the oxidative cycle 
leather than in hexokinase. Insulin could, of course, be responsible for this. 
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The step at which the oxidative cycle differs and the effect of insulin are 
being studied. 

Whether the differences measured here are those w’hich seem to persist 
during subsequent fasting in the intact rat (17) remains to be tested by 
further axperiments on diaphragms from such animals. The present differ- 
ences maj' be duo to variations in substrate concentration within the cell 
rather than in cnzj'mc activity, since the diffusibilitj’’ of the non-glucose 
substrate is unknown. Tliese problems are now under investigation. 

SUMMARY 

'The metabolism of diaphragm tissues of rats previously given a high fat 
or high carbohydrate diet by forced feeding for a period of at least 4 weeks 
has been compared in vitro by means of the following: (a) oxygen uptake, 
with either buffer alone or buffer plus glucose as substrate; (b) aerobic and 
anaerobic lactic acid production, with and without glucose present as sub- 
strate; (c) glucose utilization; and (d) glycogen synthesis, with and with- 
out glucose substrate. 

Experimental evidence is presented showing that the diaphragm tissue 
of the rat which had been forcibly fed a high fat diet utilizes much less 
carbohydrate compared with that from a rat forcibly fed a high carbo- 
hj'drate diet, while slightly more oxygen is consumed. Some substance 
other than glucose or glycogen readily available for energy must, therefore, 
be stored in the striated muscle of the rat forcibly fed a high fat diet. 

When tissues were incubated for 2 hours, oxygen uptake on either diet 
was not significantly affected by adding 200 mg. per cent glucose to the 
medium; in the muscle of fat-fed rats, therefore, the non-glucose substance 
must be stored in adequate amounts to maintain normal oxidation for this 
length of time. 

Anaerobic lactic acid production was not affected by these differences in 
the previous diet of the animal. After aerobic incubation lactic acid was 
significantly bighor in the media containing diaphragms from the fat-fed 
rats. 

The hexokinase and glycolytic systems do not appear to be a major fac- 
tor in this alteration in metabolic activity. The difference appears to be 
in the oxidative phase of the cycle. 
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SODIUjM and its relation to alloxan dlabetes and 

GLUTATHIONE* 
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'n'isconsin, ifadtson) 

(Received for publication, July 15, 1949) 

An investigation into the effect of sodium on alloxan diabetes v as 
prompted bj’ the following observ’-ations. The beneficial effect of sodium 
chloride for diabetic persons was demonstrated by McQuarrie el al. (1). 
They found that an increased intake of sodium chloride rented in a 
decrease in the fasting level of blood sugar and in glycosuria. Sayers 
el d. (2) showed that the low glucose tolerance of the Yale strain of rats 
was improved by a simultaneous injection of sodiim chloride. Le^ 
el d. (3) confirmed these results when rats fed a high sodium cUonde 
ration were shown to possess a greater glucose tolerance. In both cases 
the Uver glycogen was found to be increased when sodium chlonde was 

supplied. , . . 

Since sodimn chloride improved the state of the diabetic, the possib y 
that the severity of aUoxan diabetes would be increased by a lack of sodium 
became apparent. A preliminary experiment, in which sodium-deficient 
rats were injected with alloxan, indicated that sodium had a pronounced 
effect on the induction of this type of diabetes. Therefore, a more detailed 
study was made on the effect of sodium and potassium upon the ^^^ction 
of alloxan diabetes. The effect of potassium was studied, smee it had been 
reported antagonistic to sodium (1, 3). 

experimental 

The basal ration, which contained 0.005 per cent sodi^ and 0.005 
per cent potassium by flame photometric analj'sis, was based on that used 
by Spom, Ruegamer, and Elvehjem (4). It was composed of sucrose 
74.5 per cent, casein (Labco) 18 per cent, com ofl (Mazola) 5 per cent. 
Salts TV (sodium- and potassium-low) 2.5 per cent, and thiamme hydro- 
chloride 0.3 mg., riboflavin 0.3 mg., pyridoxine hydrochlonde 0.2 mg., 
calcium pantothenate 2 mg., inositol 10 mg., niacin 2 mg., p-aminobenzoic 
acid 25 mg., folic acid 0.025 mg., biotin 0.01 mg., choline 100 mg. per 
100 gm. of ration. Vitamins A, D, and E were administered as a solution 
of 20 gm. of haliver oil, 18 gm. of com oil, and 2 gm. of a-tocopherol, at 

* Published with the approval of the Director of the VSlsconsin -Agricultural Experi- 
ment Station. Supported in part bj* a grant from the Salt Producers .Association. 
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the rate of 2 drops per week. Sodium and potassium were added as indi- 
cated in Tables I, II, and III at the expense of the wliolc ration in the 
form of bicarbonates. 

The sodium- and potassium-low Salts was obtained by removing the 
NaCl and KzHPOi from Salts IV (5). The phosphorus was maintained 
by substituting 605.4 gm. of CallPO^ for 371.0 gm. of CaCOj. The 
chloride was partially maintained by substituting 337,0 gm, of CaCl2'2H20 
for the balance of the CaCOa (229.0 gm.). The resulting salt mixture, 
when fed at 2.5 per cent of the ration, supplied the same amounts of all 

Table I 


Effect of Dietary Sodium on Alloxan Diabetes 


K+ 

Na+ 

No. ot animals 

! No. diabetic at 

1 

2 (lays 

4 (lays 

per cent 

0.25 

per cent 

0.005 

9 

G (5)* 


0.25 

0.05 

8 

1 

1 

0.25 

0.1 

7 

4 

0 

0.25 

0.15 

8 

3 

2 

0.25 

0.2 

C 

1 

0 

0.25 i 

0.25 

8 

3 

2 

0.5 j 

0.005 

8 

5 

7 (2) 

0.5 

0.05 

7 

2 

1 

0.5 i 

0.1 

10 

5 

0 

0.5 1 

0.15 

7 

1 

1 

0.5 

0.2 

5 

0 

0 

0.5 

0.25 i 

17 

2 

2 


* The number enclosed in parentheses represents the number of rats wliich 
died. 


elements except chloride,^ sodium, and potassium as Salts IV, fed at 4 
per cent of the ration. 

Male weanling rats (Holtzman), weighing 40 to 45 gm., wore placed on 
the experimental diet for 10 to 12 weeks, at which time they were given, 
after a 15 hour fast, a subcutaneous injection of a 5 per cent aqueous 
solution of alloxan monohydrate (Pfanstiehl) at the rate of 75 mg. per 
kilo of body weight. Blood sugar was determined according to the method 
of Folin and Malmros as modified by Horvath and Ixnehr (G), following a 
12 hour fast at 0, 2, and 4 days after the injection of alloxan.^ Desoxy- 

1 The chloride which was present at 0.33 per cent of the ration was low; however, 
it was above the minimum requirement of 0.05 per cent (14). 

“ Those rats whose fasting blood sugars were greater than 175 mg. per cent were 
considered diabetic. 
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corticosterone acetate’ (DCA) in peanut oil (4 mg. per cc.) was admin- 
istered by subcutaneous injection at the rate of 2 mg. per rat per day. 
The rats weighed 135 gm. and were fed the basal ration plus 0.25 per cent 
sodium and 0.5 per cent potassium. Control rats were injected with an 
equal amount of peanut oil containing no DCA. Following 25 days of 


Table II 

Effect of Dietary Potassium on Incidence of Alloxan Diabetes 


Na+ 

K ’- 

No. of animals 

No. diabetic at 



2 days 

4 days 

per cent 

0.005 

per cent 

0.1 

8 

7 ( 4 )* 

6 

0.005 

0.25 

9 

6 ( 5 ) 


0.005 

0.5 

8 

5 

7 ( 2 ) 

0.005 

1.0 

10 

7 ( 2 ) 

6 ( 1 ) 

0.1 

0.25 

7 

4 

0 

0.1 

0.5 


5 

0 

0.25 

0.25 

8 

3 

2 

0.25 

0.5 

17 

2 

2 

0.25 

5.0 

8 

2 

0 


* The number enclosed in parentheses represents the number of rats ■n’hioh 
died. 


Table III 


Effect of Dietary Sodium on Blood Glutathione of Rats 



Na+ 

No. of animals 

Blood glutathione 


Range 

per cent 

Per cent 

1 

mg. Per cent 

mg. per cent 

0.5 

0.005 

4 

8.1 

7 . 6 - 8.8 

0.5 

0.01 

6 

9.3 

7 . 7 - 14.0 

0.5 

0.03 

4 

24.6 

18 . 4 - 29.6 

0.5 

0.05 

4 

25.4 

18 . 4 - 31.2 

0.5 

0.10 

5 

31.2 

25 . 2 - 35.2 


DCA treatment the rats were injected subcutaneousl 3 ’', after a 15 hour 
fast, noth 100 mg. per kilo of alloxan. After a 4 daj’’ interval the rats not 
diabetic in the control group, and an equal number of DCA-treated rats, 
were injected after a 15 hour fast udth a second dose of 125 mg. per kilo. 
Blood sugar was determined as described. 

Blood glutathione was determined in the rats which were on the experi- 

’ Generously supplied through the courtesty of Roche-Organon, Inc., Nutley, New 
Jersey. 
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mental diet for 6 to 7 weeks, according to the method of Fujita and Numata 
as modified by Briickmann and Wertheimer (7). The procedure was 
further modified to adapt it to the use of the Evelyn colorimeter. It was 
necessary to double the reagent volumes and to add sufficient 2 per cent 
metaphosphoric acid in saturated sodium chloride to make a final volume 
of 10 cc. Contrary to Briiclcmann and Wertheimer, Beer’s law did not 
apply, although a suitable standard curve was obtained. Since the color 
faded very rapidly and more so at low concentrations, it was necessary 
to make readings at 15 seconds to obtain acceptable analytical results on 
duplicate samples. 


Results 

The level of alloxan required to produce diabetes in 90 to 95 per cent of 
the rats by subcutaneous injection after a 48 hour fast had been sho\vn by 
Kass and Waisbren (8) to be 175 mg. per kilo. In order to demonstrate 
the increased susceptibility of sodium-deficient rats, the amount of alloxan 
had to be reduced to that concentration which would just fail to produce 
diabetes in the normal rat. The level was found to be 75 mg. per Idlo. 
Of twelve rats which received 75 mg. per kilo after a 15 hour fast only one 
was diabetic on the 2nd day after the injection. When 100 mg. per kilo 
were used, nine out of twelve rats were diabetic on the 2nd day. The 
75 mg. per kilo dose was used to test the increased susceptibility of sodium- 
deficient rats and the 100 mg. per kilo dose to test the protective effect 
of DCA. 

The data in Table I indicate that when sodium was not added to the 
basal ration containing 0.25 per cent potassium (0.26 per cent sodium and 
0.56 per cent potassium are present when Salts IV is fed at 4 per cent of 
the ration) the incidence of alloxan diabetes was greater than when 0.05 
per cent or more sodium was present. Of the nine animals receiving no 
sodium, six were diabetic on the 2nd day after the injection, five of which 
died. When the sodium was increased to 0.05 per cent, the incidence was 
lowered to one out of eight. When 0.1 per cent sodium was present in 
the ration, the incidence increased to four out of seven, all of which re- 
turned to normal by the 4th day. Further increases of sodium up to 
0.25 per cent resulted in no increased protection. 

When potassium was present at 0.5 per cent, similar results were ob- 
tained. In the absence of added sodium, five out of eight rats were diabetic 
on the 2nd day. The number increased to seven on the 4th day, at which 
time two rats died. The presence of 0.05 per cent sodium reduced the 
incidence to two out of seven on the 2nd and one out of seven on the 4th 
day. 0.1 per cent sodium resulted in five out of ten becoming diabetic 
on the 2nd day, all of which returned to normal by the 4th day. No further 
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improvement was noticed when graded increments of sodium were fed up 
to 0.25 per cent. 

The effect of potassium on the incidence of alloxan diabetes is summa- 
rized in Table II. When the potassium in the ration was increased from 
0.1 to 1.0 per cent in the absence of added sodium, the incidence of diabetes 
was not affected. The severity of the diabetes as judged by the number 
of deaths was slightly lower when 0.5 and 1.0 per cent potassium was fed 
in the ration. When the potassium was doubled in the presence of 0.1 
per cent sodium and increased 20-fold in the presence of 0.25 per cent 
sodium, no effect on the incidence of alloxan diabetes was noted. These 
data indicated that potassium at the levels used exerted little influence 
on the incidence of the disease. 

When the amounts of sodium and potassium were increased to very 
high levels, the number of diabetic rats increased slightly, regardless of 
which ion was in excess. 2.5 per cent sodium and 0.25 per cent potassium 
resulted in three out of eight rats becoming diabetic by the 2nd and also 
the 4th day. 0.25 per cent sodium and 5.0 per cent potassium resulted 
in only two out of eight being diabetic on the 2nd day, both of which 
returned to normal on the 4th day. The presence of 1.0 per cent sodium 
and 2.0 per cent potassium resulted in four out of eight rats being diabetic 
on the 2nd day, while 2.0 per cent sodium and 1.0 per cent potassium re- 
sulted in a similar incidence. Comparison of these data with the control 
group (0.25 per cent sodium and 0.5 per cent potassium), which had only 
two diabetic rats out of seventeen, indicated that the presence of large 
amounts of sodium or potassium resulted in an increased incidence. 

In agreement with Schrader ei al. (9), rats fed a ration deficient only in 
potassium died rapidly, within 2 to 3 weeks. This prevented the determi- 
nation of the direct effect of a potassium deficiency on the incidence of 
alloxan diabetes. Ferrebee et al. (10) among others had reported that 
desoxycorticosterone (DCA) would produce a state of potassimn deficiency 
by increasing the excretion of potassium and decreasing that of sodium. 
Of the six rats which received DCA, none were diabetic after the first or 
second injection, while in the control group receiving no DCA, two were 
diabetic after the first injection and two more were diabetic after the 
second injection, or a total of four out of six rats. The failure of the 
DCA-treated rats to respond to the two doses of alloxan, while four out 
of six controls did respond, indicated that the hormone exerted a protective 
effect against alloxan diabetes. 

The ability of glutathione to inhibit the action of alloxan (11) suggested 
that the increased susceptibility of sodium-deficient rats to alloxan might 
be explained by a lowered concentration of blood glutathione in the deficient 
animals. That this was the case is shown by the data in Table III. In 
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tlie absence of added sodium the level of lilood glutathione was only 8.1 
mg. per cent compared to 31.2 mg. per cent when 0.1 per cent sodium was 
present in the ration. When 0.05 per cent sodium was present, the level 
of blood glutathione was almost normal (the normal level for the rat is 
30 to 45 mg. per cent (7)). The increased concentration of the blood 
glutathione as the sodium in the ration was increased from 0.005 to 0.1 
per cent was correlated with the decrease in the incidence of alloxan 
diabetes, as shmvn in Table I. When the same levels of sodium were fed 
to the rats receiving only 0.25 per cent potassium, similar results were 
obtained. 


DISCUSSION 

The protective effect of sodium against alloxan diabetes is indicated by 
the decrease in the incidence of diabetic rats on the addition of sodium to 
the sodium-low basal ration. Since sodium-deficient rats had low concen- 
trations of blood glutathione (Table III), a possible explanation of the 
effect of sodium would be as follows. Alloxan diabetes can be prevented 
by the simultaneous injection of glutathione (11), probably because of the 
complex formed between the two compounds (12). The presence of 
insufficient glutathione in the blood of sodium-deficient rats would pennit 
more alloxan to reach the pancreas before being tied up as the complex, 
and, hence, the incidence would be greater than if normal concentrations 
of blood glutathione were present. The protective effect of sodium in 
concentrations as low as 0.05 per cent was correlated with the almost 
normal level of blood glutathione. 

Whether or not the lowered glutathione level in the blood is specific 
for a sodium deficiency cannot be stated at this time. However, it should 
be noted that Binet and Pautonnet (13) reported lower levels of glutathione 
in the blood of patients suffering from Addison’s disease and that DCA 
administration resulted in a return to normal. Normal hematocrit and 
hemoglobin values were obtained for the sodium-deficient animals, which 
indicated that the lowered glutathione level was not due merel}'' to a lack 
of red blood cells or anemia. 

The protective effect of DCA would be expected, since an excessive 
amount of the hormone is kno^vn to increase the excretion of potassium 
and decrease that of sodium (10). The resulting imbalance of sodium and 
potassium in the body which is the reverse of that obtained in a sodium 
deficiency would account for the protection by DCA. In this connection, 
it should be mentioned that Laszt (15) was able to “cure” six out of twenty- 
two alloxan-diabetic rats by the injection of DCA glucoside. 

That various levels of potassium in the diet did not alter the incidence 
of diabetes is contrary to the reported antagonism of sodium and potassiiun 
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(1, 3). However, for excessive amounts of potassium to affect the elec- 
trol>*te balance in the body the level of sodium in the diet must be low 
(unpublished report). In the presence of adequate sodium, excess potas- 
sium did not have any effect on the electrolyte balance. Thus the lack of 
e\idence of potassium antagonism in these experiments does not appear 
unexpected. 

In all groups studied the fasting level of blood sugar immediately prior 
to the injection of alloxan was constant at 90 to 105 mg. per cent regardless 
of the diet. This indicated that the varying amounts of sodium and potas- 
sium did not have any direct effect on carbohydrate metabolism as judged 
by the fasting level of blood sugar. It would seem therefore that the 
effect of a sodium deficiency on alloxan diabetes was due only to the lower- 
ing of the blood glutathione and not to a direct effect on carbohj’’drate 
metabolism. 


SUMMARY 

The effect of sodium and potassium on the induction of alloxan diabetes 
in the rat has been investigated. A sodium deficiency was foimd to result 
in an increased incidence of diabetes in the rat. Potassium was not 
antagonistic to sodium under the conditions used, but desoxycorticosterone 
did protect the rat against alloxan. The influence of the sodium de- 
ficiency may be explained by the low level of blood glutathione that was 
found in these animals. 
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I. EXPERIMENTS WITH PYRUVATE, ACETATE, AND FATTY ACIDS IN- 
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{From the Dcparlmcnl of Physiological Chemistry, School of Medicine, University 
of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia) 

(Received for publication, June 1, 1949) 

Lehninger (1) has described the preparation of a liver homogenate 
which converts pyruvate or fatty acids into acetoacetate in good yield 
and which consumes little or no oxygen and does not produce acetoace- 
tate endogenously. 

The parallel behavior of octanoate and pyruvate in this preparation 
with regard to acetoacetate formation and the suppression of this process 
by the addition of members of the tricarboxj'lic acid cycle (1) emphasize 
the question of whether pyruvate and fatty acids give rise to identical 
intermediates in the process of forming acetoacetate or tricarboxylic acids. 
In the experiments reported here an attempt has been made bj' use of 
substrates labeled with C'’ or C‘‘* to detennine whether or not pj-ruvate 
and octanoate give rise to a common intermediate in the process of form- 
ing acetoacetate and whether, if different, these intermediates can inter- 
act to produce acetoacetate of dual origin. 

It was also felt worth while to repeat, in this system, the experiments of 
Weinhouse et al. (2) and Buchanan el al. (3) on the conversion of carboxyl- 
labeled octanoate to acetoacetate and also to study the distribution of 
isotope in the acetoacetate formed from isotopically labeled pyruvate. 

EXPEmMEN-TAL 

Organic Syntheses — Acetate labeled with in the carboxyl position 
was prepared from NaC‘®N by the Walden (4) reaction. Pjmivate con- 
taining C'® or C“in the a and /3 positions was in some instances sjmthesized 
by the method previously reported by Sakami, Evans, and Gurin (5); 
it was also prepared from doubly labeled acetate by way of acetyl bromide, 
pyruvonitrile, and pyruvamide (6). Carboxyl-labeled octanoic and hex- 
anoic acids were prepared from NaC*’N and the appropriate alkjd bro- 

* Aided by a grant from the American Cancer Society administered bj* the Com- 
mittee on Growth of the National Research Council. Some of the material in thi.s 
paper has been published {Cold Spring Harbor Symposium on Quant. Biol.. 13, IIS 
(1948)). 
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mides. After hydrolysis of the resulting nitriles, the acids were distilled 
in vacuo. For the preparation of ocianoic acid labeled in the ^ position 
(see the accompanying diagram), carboxyl-labeled hexanoic acid was 

^ 

CH,(CH:)iCOOC=Hs CH 3 (CH 5 )«CH 50 II -» CH,(CH:),CIIsBr -> 

CH,(CH3)<CHsCH(COOC:H,)s -> CH,(CH:)4CII:CH.C00H 

converted to the ethyl ester and reduced wth LiAlH^ to hcx 3 d alcohol. 
The alcohol was converted to hexyl bromide and condensed with ethyl 
malonate (7). After saponification and decarboxylation of the resulting 
product, i(?-labeled octanoic acid was separated and purified by distilla- 
tion. 

Other Compounds — ^Adenosine triphosphate (ATP) was prepared by the 
method of Kerr (8) as modified by Polis and hleycrhof (9). It was also 
obtained commercially as the tetrasodium salt from the Rohm and Haas 
Company. Crystalline sodium pyruvate was prepared from redistilled 
pyi'uvic acid which was dissolved in a minimal quantity of water, neu- 
tralized with sodium carbonate, evaporated in vacuo until crj’-stallization 
began, and treated vith small amounts of ethyl alcohol to induce further 
crystallization. This product was then recr^’-stallized from water and 
ethyl alcohol. A-Octanoic acid was obtained from the Eastman Kodalc 
Company. Malonic acid was purified ^^a the calcium salt (10). 

Preparation and Incubation of Homogenates — Washed homogenates of 
rat liver were prepared in a cold room (3°) according to the procedure 
described by Lehninger (11) with the slight modifications mentioned 
below. Since large quantities of homogenate were needed, a 100 ml. 
glass Potter-Elvehjem homogenizer was used. In order to obtain active 
preparations wth this unusually large homogenizer it was necessarj’- to run 
it, previously cliilled, at 90 r.p.m. and not to attempt a complete excur- 
sion of the plunger without intermittent chilling of both plunger and 
cylinder. After one excursion of the plunger, the crude homogenate 
thus obtained was filtered through gauze, distributed among a sufficient 
nmnber of 15 ml. conical centrifuge tubes, chilled again, and centi'ifuged 
for 7 minutes at 4000 e.p.m. in an angle head centrifuge. Although in 
Lehninger’s original procedure the crude homogenate was centrifuged 
and resuspended four times, we found that the last two washings could be 
omitted without changing the character of the homogenate. 

The homogenates were incubated in a medium essentially that of Leh- 
ninger (11). The incubation mixture consisted of one-third by volume 
of the washed homogenate and contained phosphate buffer, pH 7.7, 0.0085 
M, MgS 04 0.0053 M, and ATP 0.0021 m. Malonate was included in the 
medium at a final concentration of 0.01 m except in the experiments 
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invohing octanoic and hexanoic acids. The concentrations of substrates 
are listed in Tables I to V. The substrates were added to the medium 
prior to the addition of cold homogenate in an attempt to preserve the 
actinty of the enzyme systems. 

In order to obtain sufficient amounts of acetoacetate for chemical 
degradation and isotopic analysis, 75 ml. of combined homogenate and 
medium were incubated in each experiment. The gas phase was air. It 
was found that rapid shaking of the incubation flask inactivated the fatty 
acid oxidase sj'^stem so that, in order to minimize the amoimt of shaking 
necessary for oxj'gen difi'usion, the 75 ml. of fluid were equally divided 
among four 125 ml. Erlenmeyer flasks which contained alkali insets and 
which were tightly stoppered. The flasks were then shaken gently in a 
water bath at 25° until acetoacetate formation reached a limit. 

In order to follow the course of the reaction, small aliquots of the reac- 
tion mixture were incubated simultaneousl}’^ in Warburg manometer 
vessels. The relative shaking rates of the manometer vessels and the 
Erlenme 5 'er flasks had been previously adjusted so that the oxygen uptake 
of the manometer vessels gave indication of the extent of oxidation taking 
place in the large flasks. At the end of the incubation, the contents of 
the flasks were combined and small aliquots withdrawn for the determina- 
tion of pyruvate or acetoacetate. Acetoacetate was determined mano- 
metrically by the method of Edson (12) and pyruvate by the method of 
Friedemann and Haugen (13). 

The bulk of the homogenate was then divided into two portions. From 
approximately two-thirds of it CO 2 , collected as BaCOs, was obtained from 
the carboxyl group of acetoacetate by a procedure previously described, 
involving treatment with aniline citrate (3). The mercury-acetone com- 
plex derived from the acetoacetate was obtained from a copper-lime fil- 
trate prepared from the remaining third of the homogenate (3). 

The BaCOa was analyzed for C'® by a mass spectrometer* or for C** 
in a Geiger counter (14). The mercury-acetone complex was oxidized to 
CO 2 and water, and this CO 2 was analyzed for or C“. 

Since it has been previously shown that all of the isotope in the aceto- 
acetate formed from carboxyl-labeled octanoate is located in the carbonyl 
and carboxyl carbons of acetoacetate (2), we calculated the concentration 
of isotope in the carbonjd carbon by multiplying the value obtained for 
acetone by 3 for all acetoacetate derived from monolabeled fatty acids. 

A few degradations of acetoacetate were carried out by the heat de- 
carboxylation of copper-lime filtrates prepared from entire homogenates. 
Here, liberation of carboxyl CO 2 and the formation of the mercuiy-acetone 

* We are indebted to Dr. Sidney Weinhouse and the Sun Oil Company for these 
analyses. 
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complex were accomplished simultaneously by heating the C 02 'frce filtrate 
to 100° in the presence of Denigfes’ reagent. 

Results 

Conversion of a, ^-Labeled Pyruvate to Aeetoacetate — The formation of 
acetoacetate from pyruvate by liver and oilier tissues is a well established 
metabolic reaction (15-17). It has been generally assumed that an aceto- 
acetate molecule arises from the acet 3 d portions of 2 pyruvate molecules 
whose carboxyl carbons have been eliminated as CO 2 . 

If only the acetyl carbons of pyruvate are utilized in this reaction, in- 
cubation of o:,i3-labeled pyruvate in this system would be expected to give 
rise to acetoacetate containing a concentration of isotope in each of its 


Table I 

Aceloacclate Formation from Pyruvate Containing or in a- and fi-Carbons 


Experiment 

No. 

Initial concen- 
tration of 
pyruvate in 
medium 

Pyruvate 

utilized 

Final total 
acetoacetate 

Atom per cent excess C*’ or counts per ms. 
carbon per min. for 

a- and 
carbons 
of added 
pyruvate 

Final ncc 

ClliCOCIIr- 

toacctatc 

-COOK 


Af 

fiif 

flit 




1 


244 

137 


1.34t 

1.37t 

2A 

0.0222 

545 

17G 

50 

27t 

to 

2B 



0 




3A 


735 

238 

711 

4C0t 

455t 

3B 



0 





t G“ used. In this experiment the respiratory CO: contained 0.07 atom per cent 
C“. 


t used. 

carbons equal to the concentration of isotope in the acetyl cai'bons of the 
added pyruvate. Furthermore, the carbon dio.xide foimed in the reaction 
should contain no isotope, since the carboxyl group of the added pjTiu’-ate 
contained none. 

The experiments (Table I) show that the concentrations of isotope in 
the acetone and carboxyl carbons of the acetoacetate formed in the homog- 
enate were essentially equal, indicating that all 4 carbons of the acetoace- 
tate contained an equal concentration of isotope. In Experiment 1, 
metabolic carbon dioxide obtained from the incubation mixture contained 
little more than a trace of isotope. Since in this preparation CO 2 does not 
arise endogenously (11), this CO 2 probably arose from the unlabeled carbon 
of pyruvate. These results are in agreement with the conclusion that the 
a:,i3-carbons of pyruvate contribute equally to both halves of acetoacetic 
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acid, while the earboxyl carbon is lost as COj. Further evidence for this 
conclusion is provided by the formation of imlabeled acetoacetate when 
carbox3*l-laboled p3TUVate was incubated ndth rat liver slices.* 

In Experiments 2A and 3A a comparison of the concentrations of iso- 
tope in the acetyl carbons of the added pyruvate with that of the carbons 
of acetoacetate shows that an almost 2-fold dilution of isotope occurred 
during tliis conversion. The nature of tliis dilution is unexplained. That 
these particular homogenates did not produce or contain acetoacetate in 
the absence of added substrate is shown in control Experiments 2B and 
3B. Except in the case of Ex^periment 1, the disappearance of pyruvate 
Acas more than adequate to account for the acetoacetate formed. In 
contrast to this, a relatively slight dilution of isotope was observed in the 
acetoacetate formed from isotopicall}'^ labeled fatty acids (Table W)- 

Conversion of Carboxyl- Labeled Acetate to Acetoacetate — ^Preliminary 
analytical studies in this laboratory showed that although, in agreement 
with Lehninger (11), acetate alone will not form acetoacetate in this 
homogenate, when supplemented with pyruvate it gave slight but re- 
producible increases in the jdeld of acetoacetate. An attempt to deter- 
mine the extent of incorporation of acetate carbon into the two halves of 
acetoacetate was made by incubating carboxyl-labeled acetate and un- 
labeled pyruvate together in the homogenate. 

The results (Table II) show that in the presence of unlabeled pyruvate 
a small but significant incorporation of acetate carbon into acetoacetate 
occurred, and that within the limits of experimental error the isotope was 
equally distributed between the carbonyl and carboxyl positions of the 
acetoacetate. On the average, 5 per cent of the total acetoacetate formed 
arose from labeled acetate. The amount of incorporation of isotope was 
independent of the concentration of acetate in the medium in the range 
studied (0.020 to 0.001 m). 

A possible interpretation of these results is that amounts of acetoace- 
tate, too small to be detected by the analytical methods used, are actually 
formed from acetate, thus accounting for the small concentration of iso- 
tope found in the acetoacetate of Experiments 1, 2, 3A, and 4A (Table II). 
This possibility was eliminated, however, by the control Experiments 3B 
and 4B in which portions of the same homogenates used in Experiments 
3A and 4A, respectively, were incubated with carboxyl-labeled acetate 
alone. An amount of unlabeled acetoacetate comparable to that formed 
from p3rruvate in Experiments 3A and 4A was mixed with the homogenate 
either before or after the incubation, and at the end of the incubation it 
was decomposed into acetone and CO2 for isotopic analysis. Here the 
traces of isotope found were relatively insignificant, indicating that the 

* A personal commuiucation from Dr. John M. Buchanan. 
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conversion of acetate to acetoacetate depended entirely on pyruvate in 
these experiments. 

Similar experiments were carried out with carboxyl-labeled acetate and 
unlabeled octanoate as the active cosubstrate. In these experiments 
(Table III) it was not possible to include malonale in the medium, since 
washed homogenates of the liver of rats of the Wistar strain do not o.xi- 
dize octanoate in the presence of malonnte. These homogenates were 
highly active in the absence of malonatc, but, unlike Lchninger’s prepara- 

TADi.r: II 


Incorporation of Isotope in Acctoacctatc Derived from Carboxyl-Lahclcd Acetate in 

Presence of N on-Lahelcd Pyruvate 


Experi- 

ment 

No. 

Initial concentra- 
tions of substrates 
in medium | 

Acefo- 

acetate 

formed 

Aceto- 

acetatc 

added 

Total 

aceto- 

acetate 

Atom per cent 
excess C*> in total 
acetoacetate 

Distribution 
of C*> in 
acetoacetate 

Acetate 
converted 
to aceto- 
Bcetatel 
(calculated) 

Carboxyl- 

labeled 

acetatel 

Pyruvate 

(A) 

CO 

(B) 

coon 

(C) 

CO 

coon 



M 

flif 

/Ilf 

fiU 

■I 

■I 

■■ 

Itu 

1 



264 

0 

261 



mSm 

19.5 

2 



195 

0 

195 


m 


21.4 

3A 


0.015 

185.5 

0 

186 

eH 

0.35 

\ 1.11 

22.9 

3B 


0 

(1.1) 

212§ 

213 

0.03 

0.03 


2.1 

4A 


0.008 

276 

0 

276 

0.30 

0.30 

1.00 

27.6 

4B 

ESI 

0 

(0.8) 

I 1C3II 

164 

0.03 

0.03 


1.6 


t Acetoacetate derived from acetate= 

micromoles total acetoacetate (atom % excess C» in carboxyl -f carbonyl ca rbons) 
atom % excess C*’ in carboxyl carbon of acetate 

Column A X Columns B -j- C 

atom % excess C" in carboxyl carbon of acetate 
t The carbo.xyl carbon contained G.O atom per cent excess C*’. 

§ Added after incubation period prior to degradation of acetoacetate into acetone 
and CO 2 . 

II Added at beginning of incubation period. 

tions, exhibited a slight residual oxygen uptake and were capable of 
converting acetate to acetoacetate to an extremely small but variable 
extent. No acetoacetate was formed in the absence of added substrates. 
It was also observed that frequently concentrations of acetate above 
0.001 M partially inhibited the oxidation of octanoate. 

Experiments 1, 2, and 3 (Table III) show that in the presence of non- 
labeled octanoate a 2- to 6-fold increase in the conversion of labeled acetate 
to acetoacetate occurred. Only 6 to 10 per cent of the total acetoacetate 
formed arose from labeled acetate. The distribution of between the 
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carbonyl and carboxyl positions of the acetoacetate was significantly 
uneven and when Experiments lA and 2A were compared with their 
respective controls, Experiments IB and 2B, which were run on portions 
of the same homogenate in each case, it was possible to calculate, as shomi 
in Table III, the distribution of isotope between the carbon 3 d and car- 
boxyl positions of the increment of isotopic acetoacetate whose formation 
depended upon the simultaneous oxidation of unlabeled octanoate. The 


Table III 


Incorporation of Isotope in Accloacclale Derived from Carboxyl-Labeled Acetate in 
Presence of Non-Labclcd Octanoate 


Ex- 

peri* 

mcnl 

Ko. 

Initial concen- 1 
trations of 1 
substrates in j 
medium 

1 

! 

Aceto- 

acetate 

formed 

Aceto- 
acetate 
added ' 
initially 1 

1 

1 

Total 

aceto- 

acetate 

Atom per cent 
excess O* in 
total aceto- 
acetate 

Acetate converted 
to aceloacetatet 
(calculated) 

Distribution 
of acetate 
carbon in 
acetoacetate 

Carboxj'l- 
labcled ' 
acetatet 

Octa- 

noate 

(A) 

.8 § 

COOH 

(C) 

caco- 

(D) 

-CHjCOOH 

(E) 

CHiCO— 

— CHjCOOH 


u 

u 1 

fiii 1 

pv 

Hit 


■1 




lA 

0.002 

0.001 

49.1 

0 

49 

0.27 


2.2 

4.2 


IB 

0.002 

0 

(0.4) 

227 

227 

0.01 

|g| 

0.4 

0.4 









Hi 

1.8§ 

3.8§ 

0.47§ 

2A 

0.004 

0.001 

163 

0 

163 

0.51 

mm 

13.9 

18.0 


2B 

0.004 

0 

(8) 

215 

223 

0.21 


7.8 

7.4 










6.11 

10.6§ 

0.58§ 

3A 

0.001 

0.001 

136 

0 

136 

Lost 

0.57 


12.9 


3B 

0.001 

0 

(2) 

165 

167 

(( 

0.07 


2.0 



t Calculation of micromoles of acetate converted to CHjCO — or — CHiCOOH of 
acetoacetate = 

Column A X Column B or C 
atom % excess C‘* in carboxyl carbon of acetate (6.0) 
t Carboxyl carbon contained 6.0 atom per cent excess C“. 

§ These figures concern the increment of acetate carbon whose incorporation into 
acetoacetate is due to the presence of non-labeled octanoate. 


* ^ 

CO'.COOH ratios^ for these increments show that approximately twice as 
much acetate carbon was incorporated in the carboxyl half of the acetoace- 
tate as in the carbonyl half. This indicates that at least 50 per cent of this 
labeled acetoacetate must have been purely carboxyl-labeled and there- 
fore must have arisen as a result of the acetylation of carboxyl-labeled 
acetate (or an active derivative) by non-labeled 2-carbon compounds 
formed by octanoate. 

’ To be used henceforth to designate the ratio of the concentration of labeled 
carbon in the carbonyl position to that in the carboxyl position of acetoacetate. 
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The incubation of carboxyl-labeled acetate with liver slices has been 
reported by Weinhouse, Medes, and Floyd (18) to result in the fonnation 

of asymmetrically labeled acctoacctate with a CO:COOJI ratio of 0.81, 
suggesting that in the liver slice the endogenous oxidation of fatty acids 
exerted a similar influence on the conversion of acetate to acctoacctate. 

Conversion of Labeled Fatty Acids to Acctoacctate — In the experiments 
of Weinliouse, Medes, and Floyd (2) the incubation of carboxyl-labeled 
octanoate vnth rat liver slices resulted in the fonnation of labeled aceto- 
acetate, voth an equal distribution of the isotope between the carbonyl 
and carboxyl carbons. These results, considered together with tlie evi- 
dence reported by Buchanan, Sakami, and Gunn (3) that carbo.xyl-labelcd 
acetoacetate is not converted to symmetrically labeled acctoacctate by rat 
liver slices, are in accord with the theory proposed by hlacKay ct al. (19) 
that fatty acids are completely converted into a single species of 2-carbon 
units wliich undergo random condensation to form acetoacetate. 

In an attempt to repeat the e.xperiments of Weinhouse ct al. (2), 
Buchanan et al, (3), using identical conditions, obtained labeled acetoace- 

tate from carboxyl-labeled octanoate noth a CO:COOH ratio of 0.G5, 
These authors considered this asymmetrically labeled acetoacetate to 
have arisen partially by multiple alternate oxidation. In view of the ex- 
periments reported in this paper another explanation seems more likely. 

Wlien carboxyl-labeled octanoate Avas incubated alone in the washed 
liver homogenate, the distribution of the isotope in the resulting acetoace- 
tate was highly unequal, a large excess of isotope appearing in the carboxyl 

position (Table IV, Experiments 1, 2, 3 A, 4A, 5A, 5B, and 6). The 
* * 

average CO:COOH ratio was 0.66. Similar results were obtained with 
carboxyl-labeled hexanoate (Experiments 10 and 11). 

In each of these experiments the dilution of isotope accompanjnng the 
conversion of the labeled fatty acid to acetoacetate was calculated by 
comparing the average concentration of in the carbons of acetoacetate 
with the average concentration of C'® in the carbons of the added mono- 
labeled fatty acid. It was found that the acetoacetate contained, on the 
average, 85 per cent of the over-all concentration of the original fattj'' 
acid; the highest value observed Avas 94 per cent. The figures indicate 
either slight dilution by endogenous acetoacetate fonnation or perhaps 
slight contamination of the mercury-acetone fraction, AAdiich aaoH be dis- 
cussed beloAV. Whatever the cause, the dilution is relatively small in 
comparison Avith the dilution of isotope observed in the acetoacetate 
foitned from isotopically labeled pjruvate (Table I) in Avhich only 61 per 
cent of the expected concentration of isotope Avas found in the acetoace- 
tate. 
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If the appearance of more C‘^ in the carboxj'l than in the carbonyl 
position of the acetoacetate was clue to the occurrence of some multiple 
alternate oxidation of the carboxjd-labeled octanoate, then /S-labeled 
octanoate should give rise to acetoacetate with an equal preponderance of 


Table IV 


Accloacclalc Formalion in Washed Homogenalc of Rat Liver Incubated with Car- 
boxyl-Labeled Fatly Acids Alone and in Presence of Non-Labeled Pyruvate 


Experi> 


Atom per cent 
excess D* in 
carborj’l 
carbon 

Initial 

concentration 
of substrate 
in medium 

Final 

acetoacetate 

Atom per cent 
excess C** in final 
acetoacetate 

Distribution of 
C** in final 
acetoacetate 

ment 

Jso. 

Substrates 

CO 

COOH 

CO 

COOH 

1 

Octanoate 

7.68 

0.0010 

pj / 

117 

1.32 

2.01 

0.66 

2 

tt 

7.68 

0.0010 

144 

1.47 

1.79 

0.82 

3 At 

tt 

23.8 

0.0010 

161 

3.72 

6.64 

0.56 

4 At 

(( 

23.8 

0.0010 

156 

4.17 

6.07 

0.69 

5 AJ 


23.8 

0.0010 

75 

3.45 

6.05 

0.57 

5 Bt 

<< 

23.8 

0.0010 

199 

3.84 

5.92 

0.65 

6 § 


23.8 

0.0010 

253 

4.51 

6.54 

0.69 

7 

Octanoate 

7.68 

0.0010 

250 

0.84 

0.84 

1.00 

8 

-1- pjauvate 
Octanoate 

None 

7.68 

0.0040 

0.0010 

258 

0.87 

1.01 

0.86 

3Bt 

+ pyruvate 
Octanoate 

None 

23.8 

0.0010 

0.0010 

112 

1.62 

1.99 

0.81 

4 Bt 

-b pyruvate 
Octanoate 

None 

23.8 

0.0080 

0.0010 

223 

1.86 

2.28 

0.82 


-t- pyruvate 
Octanoate 

None 

23.8 

o.ooso 

0.0010 

222 

2.30 

2.82 

0.82 

10 

-b pjTUvate 
Hexanoate 

None 

23.8 

0.0040 

0.0015 

134 

4.95 

8.48 

0.58 

11 

ft 

23.8 

0.0010 

172 

4.65 

8.36 

0.56 


t Experiments A and B run on the portions of the same homogenate, 
t Homogenate 3 times more concentrated in Experiment B than in Experiment A. 
§ Heat degradation of acetoacetate; all others by aniline citrate. 


♦ ^ 

C*’ in the carbonyl position {i.e., a CO:COOH ratio of 1.34). Accord- 
ingly, /3-labeled octanoate was incubated in the washed homogenate 
(Table Y, Experiments 1 and 2) and the resulting acetoacetate was found 

to have an average CO:COOH ratio of 0.50, thus eliminating the possi- 
bility of multiple alternate oxidation as a significant factor in these ex- 
periments. Although this ratio is slightly lower than the average value 
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obtained in the experiments with carboxyl-labeled octanoate, this differ- 
ence can be partially attributed to the rather low yields of acetoacetate 
obtained in the experiments with i3-labeled octanoate. Errors accom- 
panying low 3delds of acetoacetate arc discussed below. 

The fatty acid oxidase activity of the different homogenates used in 

these e.xperimcnts varied several fold and the possibility that variations in 
* * 

the CO:COOH ratio of acetoacetate might be related to the speed of 
fatty acid oxidation was tested in Experiments 5A and 5B (Table IV). 
Here two portions of the same homogenate with tissue concentrations ad- 
justed to give a 3-fold difference in the rates of oxygen consumption in the 
presence of 0.001 m carboxyl-labeled octanoate were compared. The 

TAnim V 


Acetoacetate Formation in Washed Homogenate of Rat Liver from ^-Labeled Octanoate 
Alone and in Presence of Non-Labclcd Pijruvatc 


Experi- 

ment 

No. 

Substrates 

Atom per cent 
excess of C'> 
in /3-carbon 

Initial 

concentration 
of substrate 
in medium 

Final 

acetoacetate 

Atom per cent 
excess C” in final 
acetoacetate 

Distribution of 
C'> in final 
acetoacetate 

CO 

coon 

CO 

coon 




if 

HIIQI 

■i 

■i 


1 

Octanoate 

4.S 



mi 


mgM 

2 


4.8 




HTTm 


3 

Octanoate 

4.S 



0.33 

0.39 



-fi pyruvate 

None 






4 

Octanoate 

4.8 


192 

0.48 

0.55 

0.87 


-f- pyruvate 

None 







* * 

CO:COOH ratios for acetoacetate foimed by the diluted and concen- 
trated homogenate were 0.57 and 0.65 respectively, suggesting that varia- 
tions in the rate of fatty acid oxidation did not affect the distribution of 
isotope significantly. 

Tn order to test the possibility that pyruvate and octanoate might inter- 
act to produce a composite species of acetoacetate, experiments were 
carried out in which either carboxjd-labeled octanoate (Table IV, Experi- 
ments 7, 8, 3B, 4B, and 9) or /3-labeled octanoate (Table V, Experiments 
3 and 4) was incubated together with unlabeled pju’uvate. It was found 
in preliminary studies of such incubations that pyruvate and octanoate 
at concentrations of 0.004 and 0.001 m respectively (wliich are equivalent 
for acetoacetate production) were oxidized at maximal and nearly equal 
rates when incubated in portions of the same homogenate. The incuba- 
tion of both substrates together in another portion of the same homoge- 
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Date resulted in an increased rate of oxygen consumption which was es- 
sentiall}’’ equal to the sum of the rates obtained when the two substrates 
were incubated separately. Under these conditions it was assumed that 
both pyruvate and octanoate were being converted to acetoacetate simul- 
taneously and that their intermediates had the opportunity to mingle and 
possibly interact. 

^ Ii^all of the isotope experiments of this type, a significantly higher 

CO:COOH ratio was observed than in experiments in which carboxyl- 

* ♦ 

or )S-labeled octanoate was incubated alone. The average COrCOOH 
ratio was 0.86 as compared with 0.63 for the acetoacetate formed from 
carboxyl- or /3-labeled octanoate incubated alone. In Experiments 3 and 
4 (Table IV) this comparison was made on different portions of the same 
homogenate. 

The possibility that the discrepancy between the uniform distribution 
of C“ in the acetoacetate formed from carboxyl-labeled octanoate in the 
e-xperiments of Weinhouse el al. (2) and the uneven distribution found 
consistently in this laboratory could be a technical artifact was critically 
examined during the later stages of this study. 

Carbon dioxide and acetone were prepared from synthetic acetoacetate^ 
containing equal concentrations of isotope in the carbonyl and carboxyl 
positions by both of the degradation procedures used in the biological 
experiments (described above). Furthermore, some of these degradations 
were carried out in copper-lime filtrates made from homogenates which 
had been incubated with and wdthout non-labeled p 3 Tnvate or octanoate. 
It was found that in general a small but detectable contamination of the 
mercury-acetone occurred. The magnitude of this contamination ap- 
peared to be unaffected by the presence of copper-lime filtrates of homo- 
genates during the degradation but rather to vary inversely mth the 
total amount of acetone recovered (e.g. 7 per cent for the isolation of 162 
fos. and 16 per cent for 73 jum of acetone). 

The effect of these errors upon the results obtained in the biological 
experiments reported here was estimated and fmmd not to change them 
sufficiently to warrant the calculation of new values. Furthermore, they 
are insufficient to account for the difference between the previous results 
of Weinhouse et al. (2) and those obtained here on the distribution of 
in the acetoacetate formed from carbo.xjd-labeled octanoate in liver tissue. 

DISCUSSION 

The data presented here (Table I) and prerious related evidence (14, 20) 
leave little doubt that acetoacetate is derived from the acetyl groups of 
pyruvate. Whether these acetyl groups are converted into 2-carbon 

* A pft from Dr. Sidney Weinhouse. 
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compounds in the process of foi-ming accioacctatc is not known. At- 
tempts to establish 5- or G-carbon compounds as intermediates liave, to 
date, been unsuccessful. Acetopyruvate, reported by Krebs (16) to form 
acetoacetate readily in liver slices, was found to bo inactive in the washed 
liver homogenate (1). Parapyruvic acid, reported by Annau (21) to form 
acetoacetate in liver homogenate, was found in this laboratoiy to be inac- 
tive in the washed liver homogenate, as were itaconic, citraconic, and 
mesaconic acids. These fragmentary negative results, however, do not 
rule out the possibility that some 5- or 6-carbon intermediate exists. 

Suggestive evidence that pynivate gives rise to a 2-carbon precursor of 
acetoacetate is provided by the effect of pyruvate in inducing carboxyl- 
labeled acetate to form s 3 Tnmetrically labeled acetoacetate (Table II) 
in the washed liver homogenate. It is reasonable to suppose that the 
stimulatory effect of pyruvate involves the conversion of acetate into an 
active 2-carbon intermediate. From the S 3 TOmetricfll distribution of 
isotope in the mixed acetoacetate formed from the isotopically labeled 
“active” acetate and the non-isotopic intermediates formed from p 3 'ruvatc, 
it would appear that these intermediates are capable of undergoing random 
condensation with each other and are, therefore, identical. This inter- 
pretation may be in conflict unth the e^^dencc of Bloch and Rittcnbcrg 
(22), confirmed by Airlcer in rats of the Wistar strain (20), that pyruvate, 
unlike acetate, -will not readily acet 3 date aromatic amines in vivo, a matter 
which will be discussed more fully in Paper II (23). 

The interaction of carboxyl-labeled acetate uitlr non-labeled octanoate 

* * 

to form asymmetrically labeled acetoacetate until an average CO:GOOH 
ratio of 0.53 (Table III) is an indication that octanoate differs from pynr- 

vate in the production of an intermediate wlrich preferentially acetylates 

* * 

acetate (or “active” acetate). Furthermore, the CO:COOH ratio of 
this acetoacetate agrees within the limits of experimental error until the 
average values found for tliis ratio in the acetoacetate formed from car- 
boxyl-labeled (Table IV) and |3-labeled (Table V) octanoate, suggesting 
that acetate and the first 4 carbons of octanoate give rise to an identical 
2-carbon precursor of acetoacetate. 

The conversion, in this homogenate, of carboxyl- and iS-labeled 

* H: 

octanoate into acetoacetate with CO:COOH ratios of 0.65 and 0.50, 
respectively, conclusively rules out multiple alternate oxidation as an 
explanation for this uneven distribution of isotope. A modification of 
the /3-oxidation-condensation hypothesis (19), however, which will explain 
these results is that iwo species of 2-carbon fragments arise from a fatty 
acid, with the result that condensation between these fragments to form 
acetoacetate is not completely random. According to tliis mechanism, 
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asjTnmetrically labeled acetoacetate would result from the condensation 
of 2-carbon units derived from monolabeled fatty acids. This would 
imply that the 2-carbon fragment derived from the carboxyl and a-carbons 
of octanoate (carboxyl fragment) and the fragment derived from the 
P- and 7 -carbons 03-fragment) are preferentially acetylated by 2-carbon 
fragments arising from the remaining carbons of the fatty acid chain. In 
terms of this hj^pothesis, the /3- and carbox 5 d fragments of octanoate are 
identical, since both p- and carboxjd-labeled octanoate give rise to aceto- 
acetate, vith essentiallj’' the same distribution of isotope. The fragment 
derived from the S- and t-carbons (5 fragment) would be expected to be 
identical with the jS fragment, since both arise from a structurally similar 
portion of the fatty acid chain. By elimination, the fragment derived 
from the f- and w-carbons (terminal fragment) of octanoate should differ 
from the other three, and f-labeled octanoate should therefore give rise to 
predominantly carbonyl-labeled acetoacetate. Experiments showing the 
conversion of f-labeled octanoate into acetoacetate containing the dis- 
tribution of isotope required by this hypothesis will be presented in Paper 
II (23). 

According to this mechanism, shortening the chain of a carboxyl- 

labeled fatty acid should increase the relative importance of the terminal 

* * 

fragment and therefore lead to a reduction of the CO:COOH ratio of 
the acetoacetate derived from it. Consequently one would expect a 

* * 

small difference between CO:COOH ratios in experiments with carboxjd- 
labeled octanoate and hexanoate, whereas much larger differences in the 
values would be obtained by comparing carboxyl-labeled butyrate and 

sf: * 

octanoate. Our figures show an average value of 0.65 for the CO:COOH 
ratio of acetoacetate derived from carboxyl-labeled octanoate as compared 
with 0.57 for acetoacetate derived from carboxyl-labeled hexanoate. This 
small difference, although in accord with theoretical expectations, is also 
within the limits of experimental error and therefore not significant. A 
comparison of carboxyl-labeled butyrate and carboxyl-labeled octanoate 
may be drawn from the experiments of Weinhouse et al. in which these 
substances were incubated with liver slices (2, 24). In these experiments, 
unlike those reported here, symmetrically labeled acetoacetate was formed 

from carboxyl-labeled octanoate, and imder the same conditions carboxjd- 

^ * 

labeled butyrate gave rise to acetoacetate ^vith a CO:COOH ratio of 
0.58. 

* * 

To account for the obser\mtion that the CO:COOH ratio for acetoace- 
tate produced by a mixture of either carboxjd- or ;S-labeled octanoate and 
unlabeled p 3 uuvate was rignificantly greater than the ratio foimd in aceto- 
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acetate produced when cither monolnbelcd fatty acid was incubated alone 
(Tables IV and V), it is assumed that pyruvate must have contributed 
more carbon to the carboxyl than to the carbonyl portion of acetoacetate. 
In this respect its action is similar to that of acetate and the carboxyl and 
p fragments of octanoatc. 

The formation of asjnnmetrically labeled acetoacetate from carboxyl- 
labeled octanoate in the experiments reported Iicrc and in previous ex- 
periments carried out with liver slices in this laboratory (3) docs not in 
our opinion conflict with the experiments of Wcinhousc cl al. (2) in which 
sjunmetrically labeled acetoacetate was obtained from carboxyl-labeled 
octanoate in liver slices. It is quite possible that in the latter experi- 
ments the magnitude of endogenous pyruvate and long chain fatty acid 
catabolism was sufficiently large nearly to equalize the distribution of 
isotope in the final acetoacetate, in accord with the phenomena observed 
here. 

We wish to thank Dr. Adelaide M. Delluva for analytical aid and to 
express our appreciation to Dr. D. Wright Wilson for lus interest and 
advice. 


BUMJLVEY 

The incubation of o:,|8-labeled pyruvate in washed homogenates of rat 
liver resulted in the foi-mation of unlabeled carbon dioxide and of aceto- 
acetate containing equal concentrations of isotope in the acetone and 
carboxyl carbons, in agreement vith the conclusion that the a- and /8- 
but not the carboxyl carbons of pyruvate are used in the bios:^'nthesis of 
acetoacetate. 

Pyruvate and octanoate stimulated the conversion of acetate into aceto- 
acetate in the washed homogenate. Octanoate, however, differed from 
pyruvate in the production of asjmnnetrically labeled acetoacetate from 
carboxyl-labeled acetate. 

Carboxyl- and /3-labeled octanoate both gave rise to acetoacetate con- 
taining more in the carbox-yl than in the carbonyl position, thus elimi- 
nating multiple alternate oxidation as a significant process in this pathway. 
In both instances, simultaneous incubation of the monolabeled fatty acid 
with non-labeled pyruvate partially equalized the distribution of the 
isotope between the two positions. 

In the presence of octanoate, pyruvate and acetate showed a similar 
tendency to introduce their carbons preferentially into the carboxyl por- 
tion of acetoacetate and, in this respect, were similar to the 2-carbon frag- 
ments which arose from the first 4 carbons of octanoate. 

A hypothesis that fatty acids &ve rise to more than one type of 2-carbon 
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intermediate in the process of forming acetoacetate is proposed as an 
explanation for the uneven distribution of isotope in the acetoacetate 
formed from both carboxyl- and /3-labeled octanoate. 
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In Paper I (1), data were reported showing that acetoacetate contain- 
ing more isotope in the carboxyl than in the carbonyl position was fonned 
from both carboxjd- and )3-labeled octanoate by washed homogenate of rat 
liver. It was suggested that fatty acids give rise by successive P oxida- 
tion to more than one species of 2-carbon units, the recombination of which 
to form acetoacetate would not be completely random. According to 
this concept, octanoate labeled in the f-carbon should give rise to aceto- 
acetate labeled predominantly in the carbonyl position (1). In this paper 
experiments vith f-labeled octanoate are reported which are in accord 
with this hypothesis and the relationships between these results and those 
reported previously (1) are discussed. 

EXPERUIEKTAL 

Organic Synthesis — ^The preparation of CH 3 C’^Hi(CH 2 ) 5 COOH (Dia- 
gram 1) was accomplished by the condensation of ethyl adipyl chloride 
(2) with diethyl cadmium to form ethyl e-keto octanoate (3). The diethyl 
cadmium complex was prepared from GHjC^HjI via the Grignard reagent. 

* * 

(CHjCH-l-Cd + C10C(CH:),G00G:H3 -> GHjGH-GOCGH.l^GOOG.Hs 
* 

CH5CHjCO(CH:)4COOC.Hi CHiCHACH-lsCOOH 
Diagbam 1 

The resulting ethyl e-keto octanoate w'as reduced to the saturated acid 
and saponified simultaneously by a modification of the Wolff-Kishner 
method (4, 5). After working up the acid in the usual manner, the prod- 
uct was distilled at 108-109° at 3 mm. of meremy-. The over-all 3 neld 
for the two reactions was 68 per cent. 

The identity of the product was confirmed by the preparation of the 

* Aided by a grant from the American Cancer Society administered by the Com- 
mittee on Growth of the National Research Council. 

t Fellow in the ^Medical Sciences of the National Research Council. 
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benzylthiuronium salt (m.p. 149° corrected). Upon mixing •with an 
authentic sample, there was no depression of the melting point. 

The washed homogenates of rat liver were prepared and incubated ns 
previously described (1). The acetoacclate formed in the homogenates 
was decarboxylated and the acetone and CO 2 thus obtained were converted 
to BaCOa for measurement of radioactivity ns previously described (1). 


Table I 


Acctoacciate Formation in Washed Homogenate of Itat Liver Incubated with Isotopic- 
ally Labeled Oclanoatc Alone and in Presence of Non-Labclcd Pyruvate 



Substrates 


rinil acetoacetate 

Experi- 

ment 


Radioactivity of 

Initial 

Radioactisity 
(counts per mg. 

C per min.) 

Distribu- 
tion of C" 

No. 


labeled carbon 
(counts per mg. 

C per min.) 

concen* 
trrition In 
medium 

CO 

coon 

CO 

COOfI 

1 

* 

COOH octanoate 

GGOO 

Xf 

0.0012 

257 

347 

0.74 

2 

(( « 

CGOO 

0.0010 

251 

336 

0.75 

3 

f- Octanoate 

6100 

0.0010 

395 

110 

3.6 

4 

H 

6100 

0.0012 

445 

154 

2.9 

6 

<( 

6100 

0.0010 

414 

119 

3.5 

6 

f-Octanoate 

6100 

0.0010 

432 

136 

3.2 

7 

-h pyruvate 
f-Octanoate 

Not labeled 
6100 

0.0040 

0.0010 

465 

123 

3.8 

8 

-f pyruvate 
f-Octanoate 

Not labeled 
6100 

O.OMO 

0.0010 

411 

135 

3.0 


+ pyruvate 

Not labeled 

o.ooso 





In all experiments an amount of non-labeled acetoacetato was added to the me- 
dium prior to the degradation so that the total quantity degraded was approximately 
850 micromoles. 


In these experiments, freshly prepared sodium acetoacetate was added to 
the reaction mixture at the end of the incubation period as carrier in order 
to provide sufficiently large quantities of acetoacetate for chemical deg- 
radation and measurement of radioactivity. 

Results 

Experiments 1 and 2 (Table I) were included as controls to show that 
the distribution of in acetoacetate formed from carboxyl-labeled 
octanoate confiimed the results reported previously of identical experi- 
ments run with carboxyl C‘®-Iabeled octanoate (1). With C“ a 
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* ♦ 

CO’.COOH ratio* of 0.75 was obtained as compared with an average 
value of 0.G5 found in the previous experiments with C*^. This small 
discrepancy is partly due to an increase in the purity of the mercury- 
acetone recovered from the homogenate, since larger yields of this com- 
pound were isolated in the present experiments than previously, and 
is partly due to a slight contamination of the CO2 fraction, since heat de- 
carboxjdation was employed here as compared with aniline citrate de- 
carboxydation in the pre\’ious experiments. 

In contrast to the pre\'iously reported experiments with carboxyl- 

and j3-labeled octanoate (1), Experiments 3, 4, and 5 show that the 
* * 

CO:COOH ratio for the acetoacetate formed from f-labeled octanoate 
averaged 3.3. Simultaneous incubation of the f-labeled octanoate with 
non-isotopic pyruvate, which was pre\dously shown to change this ratio from 
average values of 0.63 to 0.86 in experiments with earboxyl- and j3-labeled 
octanoate (1), resulted here (Experiments 6, 7, and 8) in an average value 
of 3.3. It may therefore be concluded that pjuuvate has no effect on the 
final distribution of the f-carbon of octanoate in acetoacetate. 

DISCUSSION 

According to the theory proposed in Paper I (l) that the and u-car* 
bons of octanoic acid give rise to a different species of 2-carbon fragment 
than that derived from carbons 1 to 6, f-labeled octanoic acid should 
give an acetoacetate labeled predonainantly in the carbonyl position. 

Qualitative support for this hyyiotheris is pro\dded by Experiments 3, 4, 
and 5 (Table I) in which f-labeled octanoate was shown to give rise to 
acetoacetate containing on the average 3.3 times as much labeled carbon 
in the carbonyl as in the carboxyl position. 

The magnitude of this distribution may be shown to account almost 
quantitatively for the asymmetrical distribution of isotope observed in 
the acetoacetate formed from carboxyl and /9-labeled octanoate if the 
assumption is made that the 2-carbon fragment derived from the 5- and 
6-carbons of octanoate (5 fragment) is identical with the carboxyl and 
fragments (arising from the carboxjd, a-, |3-, and 7-carbons of octanoate). 
According to this assumption, the first 6 carbons of carboxyl-labeled 
octanoic acid will give rise to three identical 2-carbon units (carboxyl, jS, 
and 5 fragments) containing a labeled carbon with one-third the isotope 
concentration of the original labeled carboxyl group, and the and w- 
carbons will form a 2-carbon imit (terminal fragment) which differs from 
the first three and, therefore, does not contain labeled carbon. 1 mole of 

* To be used henceforth to designate the ratio of the concentration of labeled 
carbon in the carbonjd position to that in the carboxyl position of acetoacetate. 


848 


ACETOACETATK FORMATION. II 


carboxyl-labeled oclanoic acid will thus give rise to 1 mole of unlabclcd 
temrinal fragmcnls of which 0.77 mole will enter the acetyl portion of 
acetoacetate and 0.23 mole will enter the carboxyl portion of acctoacetatc 

(according to the CO:COOI-I ratio of 3.3 observed in the acetoacetate 
derived from f-labeled octanoic acid). In the complete conversion of 1 
mole of carboxyl-labeled octanoate into 2 moles of acetoacetate, the 3 
moles of labeled fragments will therefore be unequally distributed between 
the carbonyl and carboxyl positions; 1.23 moles must enter the carbonyl 
portion of the molecule and the remaining 1.77 moles will enter the carboxyl 
portion. The distribution of isotope between the carbonyl and carboxyl 
carbons for the acetoacetate foimed from carboxyl-labeled octanoate may 
be calculated therefore as 1.23/1.77 = 0.70. The obser\'ed value of 
0.75 is in good agi'eement with this calculated value and, therefore, 
permits the assumption that the 5 fragment derived from octanoate is 
identical "with the /3 and carboxyl fragments. 

Although experiments in Paper I (1) clearly show that carbons 1 to 4 of 
octanoate are completelj’’ converted into 2-carbon fragments in the process 
of foiming acetoacetate, the possibility that carbonyl-labeled acetoacetate 
arises from f-labeled octanoate by a mechanism involving the direct con- 
version of carbons 5, 6, 7, and 8 to acetoacetate without the formation of 2- 
carbon fragments remains to be considered. This is ruled out, however, 
by the fact that both /3- and carboxyl-labeled octanoate give rise to aceto- 
acetate vdth essentially the same asjunmetrical distribution of isotope. 
If only the first 4 carbons of octanoate give rise to 2-carbon fragments, 
and these are similar, then symmetrically labeled acetoacetate should 
arise by random condensation of these fragments from both /3- and car- 
boxyl-labeled octanoate. The failure to obtain symmetrically labeled 
acetoacetate from carboxyl and /3-labeled octanoate, therefore, makes it 
necessary to postulate the fonnation of a chemicallj'^ different 2-carbon 
fragment from the remaining 4 carbons of the chain. This, therefore, 
eliminates the possibility of the direct conversion of most if not all of 
carbons 5, 6, 7, and 8 to acetoacetate as an unbroken unit. 

Diagram 2 shows the salient featui’es of acetoacetate fonnation from 
carboxyl- and f-labeled octanoate. 

It null be noted that the carboxyl, and 5 fragments have been pictured 
vdth methylene groups in contrast to the teiminal fragment which has 
been presumed to bear a methyl group. The teiminal fragment differs 
from the other three in that its a-carbon (a) does not arise by cleavage 
and (b) originally bears 3 hydrogen atoms. The tendency of this frag- 
ment to acetylate rather than to be acetylated suggests strongly that it 
differs structurally from the other three in the number of hydrogens on the 
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a-carbon atom rather than in the possession of a different functional group 
on carbon 1. 

♦ 

CHiCOCHiCOOH 

♦ * 

CHjCOCHjCOOH 

I 

* 

3 l-GHjCO-] (carboxyl, /3, and S fragments) 

+ 

1 [CHjCO-] (terminal fragment) 

1 

* 

CHjCHiCHiCH.CHjCHsCHiCOOH 

♦ 

CHzCHiCHiCH.CHiCH^CmCOOH 

I 

* 

1 [CHjCO-] (terminal fragment) 

+ 

3 [-CHjCO-J (carboxyl , and S fragments) 

1 

* 

CH,COCHjCOOH 

+ 

CHjCOCHjCOOH 

Diagram 2. The conversion of octanoate to acetoacetate by a mechanism involv- 
ing the non-random condensation of two species of 2-carbon intermediates. 

* Denotes the presence of labeled carbon. 

In the interest of simplicity the relatively small incorporation of the 
f-carbon of octanoate into the carboxyl position of acetoacetate has been 
omitted from Diagram 2. Its presence in the carboxyl position of aceto- 
acetate may indicate that the terminal fragments are converted into 
fragments of the carboxyl, /3, and 8 type at a rate •which is relatively slow 
compared with the rate of direct utilization of intact terminal fragments 
in acetoacetate formation. 

Experiments 6, 7, and 8 (Table I) show that the simultaneous conversion 
of tmlabeled pjTTivate to acetoacetate does not alter the distribution of 
the ^-carbon of octanoate in the final acetoacetate. This in turn indi- 
cates that the previously reported effect of unlabeled pyruvate in increasing 
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the CO:COOH ratio from 0.03 io 0.80 wlion simuUnnoously incubated 
with carboxyl or /3-labolcd oclanoalc (1) is not clue to a mechanism cfTcct- 
ing a more sjmimctrical distribution of the carbon of the terminal fragment 
of octanoate in acctoacetatc. If may also be concluded that pyruvate 
does not give rise to a 2-carbon unit identical with this terminal fragment, 
since, if this were the case, the presence of non-labcled pyruvate should 

t 

reduce the COtCOOH ratio in the acetoaeetate fonned from carboxyl- 
or jS-labeled octanoate. If the assumption is made that pyruvate gives 
rise to 2-carbon units which arc identical with the carljox}'!, and 5 
fragments of octanoate, the cfTcct of non-labcled pyruvate in partially 
equalizing this ratio when incubated with carboxyl- or /3-labelcd octanoate 
is readily explained. If pyruvate is being oxidized at a rate sufTicient to 
double the relative number of these fragments in existence at any moment 

during the oxidation of octanoate, it may be calculated- that the 
* * 

CO:COOH ratio should increase from 0.70 to 0.8G. Similarly if pyru- 
vate triples the relative number of these fragments, the ratio should in- 
crease from 0.70 to 0.91. In the experiments previously reported (1) 
the concentrations of pyruvate and carboxyl- or /3-labclcd octanoate were 
adjusted so that the rates of pju’uvate and octanoate oxidation (and 
presumably the rate of 2-carbon unit production) were approximately 
equal. 

+ * 

Typical increases in the COtCOOII ratio found in such experiments in 
which the comparison was made on different portions of the same homoge- 
nate were 0.69 to 0.82 and 0.56 to 0.81 (1). It is possible therefore to 
account for tliis effect of pyruvate by assuming that it merely increases the 
.relative number of fragments of the carboxyl, /S, and d t 3 ’-pe. 

Further evidence that pyruvate gives rise to a 2-carbon unit identical 
with the carboxyl, /3, and 5 fragments of octanoate is found in experiments 

* 1 mole of carboxyl-labeled octanoate will form 1 mole of unlabelcd terminal 
2-carbon fragments and 3 moles of labeled 2-carbon fragments (since the first three 
fragments are identical). If, simultanooush’', 4 moles of pyruvate give rise to 4 
moles of 2-carbon fragments which are identical with the labeled fragments from 
octanoate, the pyruvate fragments will mix with the labeled fragments to give 7 
moles of labeled fragments now containing labeled carbons with one-seventh of the 
original isotope concentration in the carboxj-l group of the octanoate. Since 0.77 
mole of the terminal (non-labelcd) fragment enters the carbonyl position of aceto- 
acetate and 0.23 the carboxyl position, 3.23 moles (4.00 — 0.77) of the labeled frag- 
ments must enter the carbonyl position and 3.77 (4.00 — 0.23) the carboxyl position 
in order to complete the formation of the 4 moles of acetoaeetate which 1 mole of 
octanoate, together with 4 moles of pyruvate, is capable of forming. The distribu- 
tion of labeled carbon between the carbonyl and carboxyl positions in the aceto- 
acetate then will be 3.23/3.76 = 0.86. 
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(1) suggesting that p5'TUvate gives rise to a 2-carbon unit which is identical 
with “active” acetate and that “active” acetate in turn is identical with 
the carboxyl and /3 fragments of octanoate. 

Considered together, all of the results reported in this study are most 
readily explained by the assumption that pyruvate, acetate, and the first 
6 carbons of octanoate give rise to a common 2-carbon intermediate. 
This assumption does not appear to be in accord wdth the evidence of 
Bloch and Rittenberg (6), confirmed by iVnker (7), that pjTUvate imlike 
acetate is relatively incapable of acetylating aromatic amines or con- 
tributing to cholesterol formation tn vivo when laboratory rats of a Wistar 
strain are used. Anker found very little difference between pyruvate and 
acetate in these respects when Sprague-Dawley rats were used (7). Our 
rats, however, of a Wistar strain, are to be compared with Anker’s labo- 
ratory rats (also of a Wistar strain); therefore our data concerning pyru- 
vate and acetate appear to be in conflict with the results obtained in the 
study of the acetylation of foreign amines. 

It should be pointed out, how’ever, that acetoacetate formation and the 
acetylation of foreign amines are not only different reactions but appar- 
ently occur in different phases of the liver cell. Lipmann has shown that 
the enzyme system responsible for the acetylation of sulfanilamide by 
acetate in pigeon liver (and presumably of other aromatic amines) is 
water-soluble (8), whereas the formation of acetoacetate from pyruvate 
and fatty acids has been shown by Lehninger to be associated with the 
insoluble residues of liver cells (9). Since, in our view, pyruvate and 
acetate appear to produce a common 2-carbon intermediate, it would 
follow that the transfer of acetyl carbon from pyruvate to aromatic amines 
should occur in the intact animal. However, the conversion of labeled 
pyruvate to this active 2-carbon imit by the insoluble particles within the 
liver cell wmuld entail dilution of labeled carbon by endogenous 2-carbon 
units produced from fatty acids at this localized site so that the labeled 
carbon of pyruvate could be subject to greater dilution than that of ace- 
tate (which can be directly activated and utilized by the water-soluble 
acetylating enzyme system) in the process of providing acetyl groups for 
an aromatic amine. 

In the light of these considerations and of the general possibility that 
intracellular structures may complicate the interpretation of isotope ex- 
periments on intact tissues and animals, we do not feel that the differ- 
ences in isotope dilution observed in these acetylation studies in vivo rule 
out the possibility that pyruvate and acetate (and fatty acids) give rise 
to a common 2-carbon intermediate. 

Further experiments wall be necessary to e.xplain why acetate and pyru- 
vate, which both contain a methyl group, ^ve rise to a 2-carbon frag- 
ment differing from the terminal fragment derived from fatty acids. 
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SUMMARY 

The synthesis of f-(C 7 )-lalieled octanoic acid i.s descrilied. 

The incubation of f-labclcd octanoale wilh the washed lioniogcnatc of 
rat liver resulted in the fomiation of predominantly carbonyl-labclcd 
acetoacetate. 

Simultaneous incubation of non-labclcd pyruvalc with f-Iabelcd oc- 
tanoate did not alter the distribution of isotope in the resulting acetoacc- 
tate. 

These experiments, along with previously reported studies with car- 
boxyl- and /9-labeled octanoate, demonstrate that fatty acids upon oxida- 
tion by liver give rise to two species of 2-carbon units in the process of 
forming acetoacetate. One species wliich is not readily ncctylated is 
deiived from the f- and u-carbons of octanoate, while the other species 
arises from the first 6 carbons of octanoate. 

The possibility that pyruvate and acetate form 2-carbon units which 
are identical mth the 2-carbon units derived from the first G carbons of 
octanoate is discussed. 
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THE HYDROLYSIS OF NUCLEOPROTEINS BY CATHEPSIXS 
FROM CALF THYI^IUS 

By E. MAVER and ANTOINETTE E. GRECO 

{From the National Cancer Institute, National Institutes of Health, Bethesda, 

Maryland) 

(Received for publication, Jul 5 ' 25, 1949) 

A combination of enzimiatic and staining cj-lological techniques with 
ultraviolet spectroscopj' has suggested the possible participation of nucleo- 
proteins in the sjmthetic processes of cells (1-4). Little is known concern- 
ing the function of enzjnnes in the intracellular metabolism of nucleo- 
proteins. One approach to the problem has been through the study of 
the action of enzjnnes upon nucleoproteins. Mazia, Ha 3 ’’ashi, and Yudo- 
witch (5) reported that the separated intracellular proteinases from liver 
did not hydrolj'ze the chromosomal proteins of the salivarj’’ glands of 
Drosophila melanogasler, but did hydrolyze the nucleoprotein substrate, 
chromosin, from calf thjTnus. Cohen (6) foimd that several extracellular 
proteolytic enzymes could hydrolyze the protein in thymus nucleohistone. 
The hj'drolysis of two nucleoprotein preparations of thjnnus tissue b 3 ’' 
cathepsin preparations separated from the same tissue is described here. 

Materials and Methods 

Preparation of Nucleoprotein Fractions — ^The two nucleoprotein frac- 
tions used as substrates were prepared as follows. 1200 gm. of cleaned 
and frozen calf thymus tissue were extracted in a blendor with 5 liters of 
cold 0.325 M KCl. The suspension was filtered through fine gauze and 
centrifuged for 30 minutes at 2000 r.p.m. The pH was 6.4. The sedi- 
ment which was designated NPI was very ytscous and appeared micro- 
scopically as a dense mass of nuclei. The NPI was washed twice in the 
centrifuge with cold 0.325 m KCl and once with water and L'ophilized. 
Analysis of four preparations of NPI showed an average of 46 per cent 
desoxyribonucleic acid (DNA), and only a trace of ribonucleic acid. 
The analyses for nucleic acids were made b 3 '’ extraction with hot trichloro- 
acetic acid according to Schneider (7) and application of the colorimetric 
techniques of Dische (8) and Mejbaum (9). 

The second nucleoprotein preparation was made from the NPI nucleo- 
protein b 3 ’- dissolving it in the minimal amount of 0.5 x NaOH with me- 
chanical stirring in the cold. Solid ammonium sulfate was added to 30 
per cent saturation (21 gm. per 100 ml.). The large globules of jellied 
protein which collected on the surface were filtered, washed with 21 per 
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cent ammonium sulfate, and dinl3'7,ccl against cold running tap water. 
The precipitated protein was Ij'ophilized. This preparation was desig- 
nated NP30, and the content of DNA of three preparations was 58.3, 
58.6, and 59.0 per cent. Although its use ns a substrate is not reported 
here, a third protein preparation was obtained bj' saturating the filtrate 
from the NP30 with ammonium sulfate. The comparative!}' small amount 
of precipitate ivas dial.vzed and Ij'ophilized. This fraction contained very 
little phosphorus or DNA. 

The method for the preparation of the calf thymus cathepsin prepara- 
tions has been described previousl}' (10, 11). Three of these prep.arations 
were used. 

pH-Aciivity Cxirves — Digests were made containing 2.5 gm. of NPI or 
NP30 nucleoprotein in 100 ml. of citrate or phosphate buffers. These 
suspensions were emulsified in a blendor and were slightlj' viscous. Por- 
tions of these substrate suspensions were adjusted clcctromctrically with 
0.5 N alkali or acid to the required pH. To each 2.5 ml. of substrate 1 rag. 
of cathepsin preparation was added in the form of a dry powder. These 
digests and control suspensions of substrate were digested for 90 minutes 
at 39° in a water bath in which thej' were constantly agitated. The c.\tent 
of the hydrob'sis of the nucleoproteins was determined bj' measuring the 
increase in tyrosine color equivalent (12) or the increase in soluble nitrogen 
when the digests were precipitated with 0.3 m trichloroacetic acid. 

Determination of Cathcptic Hydrolysis — The degree of catheptic hj'drol- 
ysis was determined by measuring the increase in soluble nitrogen and 
phosphorus in the digests. Since the soluble nitrogen and phosphorus 
represented, for the most part, the products of the hydrolysis which were 
dialyzable, the degree of hydrolj'sis could also be found bj' comparing the 
total nitrogen and phosphorus of the non-dialyzable products of hydrolysis 
with the total nitrogen and phosphorus of the original digests. Digests 
were made with 0.5 gm. of nucleoprotein and 20 mg. of tlij-mus cathepsin 
preparation in 50 ml. of citrate buffer, -with or without 50 mg. of C3'stcine 
hydrochloride. Control substrates without enz 3 'me and with or without 
1 mg. of cysteine hydrochloride per ml. -were made. The digests and con- 
trols were incubated for 24 hours at 39° and then dialyzed for 24 hours 
against cold running tap water. The total nitrogen and total phosphorus 
of the digests and controls were determined before hydrolysis and after 
h 3 ''drolysis and dialysis. The soluble phosphorus was determined b}' sul- 
furic acid digestion of the supernatant obtained when the digests w'ere 
precipitated with 0.3 m trichloroacetic acid, with use of the colorimetric 
technique of Fiske and Subbarow (13). 

Analysis of Non-Dialyzable Products of Hydrolysis — In order to deter- 
mine whether chemical changes had occurred in the nucleoproteins by 
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hj'droli'sis, the non-dial 3 ’zable material resulting from the catheptic diges- 
tion was Ij'ophilized and analj'zcd for total nitrogen, total phosphorus, 
DNA, and for arginine bj' the method of Brand and Kassell (14). The 
values obtained were compared with the results of similar analyses of the 
onginal nucleoprotein preparations before hydrolj''sis. 

Analysis of Dialysatcs of Hydrolyzed Nucleoproieins for DNA — ^In order 
to determine whether the dialj'zable nitrogen and phosphorus of the digests 
represented nucleic acid which had been depol 3 anerized after hydrolysis 
from the nucleoprotein, the dialysates were analyzed for DNA. Digests 
were made containing 1 gm. of NP30 in 50 ml. of citrate buffer, pH 5.75, 
and were incubated for 3 hours with 50 mg. of thjTiius cathepsin prepara- 
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Fig. 1. The hydrolj-sis of thjTnus nucleoprotein NPI (46 per cent DNA) by a 
thjmus cathepsin preparation. The digests contained 1 mg. of cathepsin and 62.5 
mg. of nucleoprotein in 2.5 ml. of citrate or phosphate bufier and were digested 90 
minutes at 37°. Increase in tyrosine, dash line; increase in soluble N, solid line. 


tion. The same volumes of substrate without cathepsin were incubated 
as controls. Controls and digests were then diab^zed for 24 hours against 
200 ml. of distilled water in the cold. The DNA in the dialj^sates was 
determined by ultra^dolet light absorption at 2600 A in a Beckman spec- 
trophotometer with a known solution of DNA as a standard. TheDische 
test for DNA and the analysis of total organic phosphorus were made on 
these dialysates. 


RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS 

Two pH Optima in the acid range were found in the hj'drolysis of the 
nucleoprotein, NPI, which contained 46 per cent DNA (Fig. 1). The 
second substrate used, NP30, which was derived from the NPI and con- 
tained 58 per cent DNA, showed three pH optima (Fig. 2). The same pH 
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optima were found for three dilTercnt NPI preparations and two difTerent 
NP30 preparations when liydrolyzcd by tlircc diffcrenl, caihcjisin prcpain- 
tions. These optimal reactions in the acid range were characteristic of 
catheptic proteinase activity whicli usually occurs on the acid side of the 
isoelectric point of the protein. 

The catheptic hydrolysis of NPI, as demonstrated by an increase in 
soluble nitrogen and phosphorus, was greater at pll 4.0 than at pll 5.8, 
both in the presence and absence of added cathepsin. There was less 
hydrolysis and subsequent loss by dialysis of nitrogen and phosphorus 
in control substrates which had been dialyzed without a period of incuba- 
tion. The question arose, therefore, as to whether the antolysis of the 
substrates could be accounted for by the presence of small amounts of 



Fig. 2. The hydrolysis of thymus nucleoprotein NP30 (58 per cent DNA) by a 
thymus cathepsin preparation. The digests contained 1 rag. of catlicpsin prepara- 
tion and 62.5 mg. of NP30 nucleoprotein in 2.5 ml. of citrate or phosphate bufTer and 
were digested 90 minutes at 37°. 

cathepsin in the NPI preparations. W^ien tested for catheptic activity, 
10 mg. of an NPI preparation liberated 0.068 mg. of tjTosine color equiv- 
alent from 2.5 ml. of 2.5 per cent hemoglobin in 90 minutes. This degree 
of catheptic activity was equal to that shown by 1 mg. of a th 3 ’'mus ca- 
thepsin preparation acting for 90 minutes. The close association of ca- 
thepsin with this nucleoprotein fraction is of considerable interest, but the 
results of its use as a substrate could not be easily interpreted. Since the 
NPI fraction was derived largely from nuclei, its autolysis will be discussed 
in greater detail in a study of the catheptic activity of the separated nuclei 
of cells. 

In the catheptic hydrolysis of the NP30 nucleoprotein about one-half of 
the nitrogen and phosphorus was made soluble and then lost bj^ dialj^sis 
when cysteine was added at pH 5.2 (Table I). In the absence of added 
cathepsin there was a slight increase of soluble phosphorus and no loss of 
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phosphorus on diab'sis alone. About 30 per cent of the nitrogen of the 
NP30 was dialyzable with and without a period of incubation. It ap- 
peared that the depoljTnerizing activity of the adherent cathepsin of NPI 
had been lost in the process of deriving the NP30 preparation from the NPI 

Table I 


Ilydroli/sis of Thymus Nucicoprotein NP30 by Thymus Cathepsin Preparation 


Composition of digests 

Analysis of digest 


Before 

hydrolysis 

After 

hydrolysis 

After hydrol- 
ysis 

and dialysis* 



per uni 

per cent 

per cent 

Dialj-sis onlj- 

Total N 

100 


71.98 

Nucicoprotein, NP30 

“ P 

100 


100.00 

Citrate buffer, pH 5.2 

Soluble Nf 

17.85 


8.68 

“ Pt 

0.25 


0.81 

Nucleoprotein, NP30 

Total N 

100 


72.79 

Citrate buffer, pH 5.2 

“ P 

100 


100.00 

Soluble N 

16.76 

19.41 

7.31 


« p 

2.0 

2.21 

0 

Nucleoprotein, NP30 

Total N 

100 


54.17 

Cathepsin 

“ P 

100 


53.13 

Citrate buffer, pH 5.2 

Soluble N 

17.57 

34.30 

13.00 

“ P 

2.10 

40.63 

10.81 

Nucleoprotein, NP30 

Total N 

, 100 


70.09 

Citrate buffer, pH 5.2 

“ P 

100 


100.00 

Cysteine, HCl 

Soluble N 

17.70 

16.27 

3.38 

» P 

0 

0 

0 

Nucleoprotein, NP30 

Total N 

100 


46.07 

Cathepsin 

“ P 

100 


50.09 

Citrate buffer, pH 5.2 

Soluble N 

17.81 

40.29 

9.91 

Cysteine, HCI 

“ P 

0 

52.21 

1.61 


* The percentages of total nitrogen and phosphorus after dialysis were calculated 
by using the total nitrogen and phosphorus of the original digest as 100 per cent. 

t The percentages of soluble nitrogen and phosphorus were calculated b 3 ' using 
the total nitrogen and phosphorus as 100 per cent. 

by solution in alkali, precipitation with ammonium sulfate, and dialysis. 
The NP30 preparations showed no catheptic activity on hemoglobin. 
There was a slight but definite increase in soluble nitrogen and phosphorus 
when cysteine was added to activate the cathepsin. 

Products of Catheptic Hydrolysis of Nucicoprotein — ^Analysis of both the 
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non-dialyzable products of h 3 ''drolysis and the dialysatcs indicated that 
the nucleoprotein preparations had lost nucleic acid by the catheptic 
hydrolysis. As seen in Table II the DNA content (from the Dischc 
desoxyribose reaction) of the NPI had decreased from 46.12 to 31.20 per 


Tablb II 


Analysis of Thymus Nucleoprotein Preparations before Hydrolysis and of Non-Dialyz- 
able Products of Hydrolysis after Lyophilization 


Content of digest 


Analysis 

Before 

hydrolysis 

After hydroly- 
sis, diaivsis, and 
lyophilization 



per ccnl 

per cent 

Dialysis only 

N 

13. G9 

13.21 

Nucleoprotein, NPI 

P 

2.93 

3.17 

Citrate buffer, pH 6.75 

DNA 

4G.12 

45.63 


Arginine 

6.31 

5.32 

Nucleoprotein, NPI 

N 

13.69 

13.40 

Citrate buffer, pH 5.75 

P 

2.93 

3.01 

Cysteine, HCl 

DNA 

46.12 

36.35 


Arginine 

6.31 

5.92 

Nucleoprotein, NPI 

N 

13.69 

14.19 

Cathepsin 

P 

2.93 

2.61 

Citrate buffer, pH 5.75 

DNA 

46.12 

31.20 

Cysteine, HCl 

Arginine 

6.31 

6.87 

Dialysis only 

N 

15.95 

13.36 

Nucleoprotein, NP30 

P 

3.95 

3.79 

Citrate buffer, pH 5.2 

DNA 

58.32 

59.61 


Arginine 

3.42 

4.02 

Nucleoprotein, NP30 

N 

15.95 

13.32 

Cysteine, HCl 

1 ^ 

3.95 

3.65 

Citrate buffer, pH 6.2 

DNA 

58.32 

54.22 


Arginine 

3.42 

3.85 

Nucleoprotein, NP30 

N 

15.95 

14.75 

Cathepsin 

P 

3.95 

2.97 

Citrate buffer, pH 5.2 

DNA 

58.32 

33.51 

Cysteine, HCl 

Arginine 

3.42 

5.40 


cent, and for the NP30 had decreased from 58.32 to 33.51 per cent after 
hydrolysis and dialysis. In the dialysates the quantities of phosphorus, 
desoxyribose, and purines and pyrimidines (by ultraviolet absorption) were 
found in the proportions present in DNA. As an example, one dialysate 
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of 222 ml. from 50 ml. of catheptic digest of KP30 contained 1.28 mg. of 
organic phosphorus, 14.82 mg. of DNA by theDische colorimetric method, 
and 15.04 mg. of DNA bj' the ultraviolet absorption in the Beckman 
spectrophotometer. No inorganic phosphorus was found. Similar quanti- 
tative studies of the dialj'sates of many catheptic digests of preparations 
of NPI and NP30 confirmed these results. 

It was emdent from the loss of DNA into the dialysates that the cathep- 
sin preparations had not only hydrolyzed the protein of the nucleoproteins 
but had depoljTnerized the liberated DNA, rendering it dialyzable. In 
this respect the cathepsins acted differently from the extracellular digestive 
enzjTnes used by Cohen (6) who fovmd that tri-psin, chjmotrjTpsin, and 
ribonuclease liberated DNA from thjmius histone as indicated by an in- 
crease in the \'iscosity of the digests. However, the DNA was not depoly- 
merized bj’’ these enzymes and was not dialyzable. The depoljnnerizing 
properties of calf spleen and calf thymus preparations on DNA and ribo- 
nucleic acid are described in the accompanying paper (15). 

The non-dialyzable products of the hydrolysis of both nucleoproteins 
showed a percentage increase in arginine (Table II). This increase 
amounted to about 30 per cent of the original arginine content with the 
NPI and 57 per cent with the NP30 preparation. This increased percen- 
tage of arginine in the non-dialyzable hydrolysis products might suggest 
that the part of the nucleoproteins containing arginine was less readily 
hydrolyzed by cathepsin. 

Von Euler and Hahn (16) reported the possibility that a potent proteoly- 
tic enzyme system acted upon the nucleoproteins of the nucleus and 
prevented the isolation of nucleoproteins with the same antigenic proper- 
ties as the intact nuclei. Since our nucleoproteins were extracted by 
blending in a weak KCl solution, many nuclei were probably broken and, 
therefore, no statement can be made from these experiments concerning 
the localization of cathepsins in the cell. At present the experimental 
procedure used to separate the cathepsins suggests that they come prin- 
cipally from the csdoplasm. Studies on the catheptic actmties of par- 
ticulate fractions of the cell are under way in this laboratory. 

SUiCUABT 

Two nucleoprotein preparations from calf thjmus, one vith 46 per cent 
and one with 58 per cent desoxyribonucleic acid, were hj'drotyzed bj' calf 
thjmus cathepsin preparations. pH optima in the acid range were ob- 
tained for this hydrolj'sis. Analysis of the non-dialyzable products of the 
catheptic hydrolysis of the nucleoproteins as well as of the dialysates 
showed that the nucleic acid had been hj'drolyzed from the nucleoproteins 
and depobunerized, thus rendering it dialyzable. There was an increase in 
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the percentage of arginine in the nucleoprotein residues after liydrolysis 
and dialysis. 
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(Received for publication, June 2, 1949) 

In a study of the role of cathepsins in nuclear metabolism (1) these 
intracellular proteinases were found to hydrolyze thjmius nucleoproteins 
and render dialyzable the desoxjTibonucleic acid. Further characteriza- 
tion of this nuclease activity of the cathepsin preparations revealed pH 
optima in the acid range for both desoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) and ribo- 
nucleic acid (RNA). This was in contrast to the specific actmties of the 
pancreatic nucleases which show pH optima above neutrality (2-4). Evi- 
dence which establishes an intracellular desoxyxibonuclease and ribonu- 
clease activity distinct from that of the pancreas and a correlation of the 
factors which affect the proteolj'tic and nuclease activities of the cathepsin 
preparations are reported here. 

Materials and Methods 

Preparation of Enzymes — ^The method used for the separation of the 
cathepsin preparations from frozen calf spleen and thymus tissue has 
been described (5, 6). The extracts of the tissues were made by grinding 
the frozen tissue in a mortar and extracting vdth 4 volumes of water. 
The suspension was filtered through gauze and centrifuged. The superna- 
tant was used after dilution with an equal quantity of buffer of the re- 
quired pH. 

Determination of Enzymatic Activities — The desoxyxibonuclease activi- 
ties were determined by measuring the rate of decrease of the relative 
viscosity of solutions of DNA in Ostwald-Fenske type viscosimeters in a 
water bath at 39°. In these determinations 1 ml. of extract or 1 ml. of 
water containing 1 mg. or less of cathepsin preparation was added to 5 ml. 
of a buffered solution containing 10 mg. of DNA. After the viscosimetric 
determinations were made, the digestion was continued for 1 hour and 
aliquot samples were removed for the determination of soluble DNA or 
soluble phosphorus. The iusoluble DNA was precipitated by the addition 
of an equal volume of 20 per cent trichloroacetic acid. After centrifuga- 
tion the soluble DNA was determined by the method of Dische (7) and 
the soluble phosphorus by the method of Fiske and Subbarow (8). 

The ribonuclease acti\fity was measured by the increase in soluble 
phosphorus after digestion of RNA bj' the extracts of the tissues or by 
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the cathepsin preparations. To 1 ml. of a buffered solution containing 
10 mg. of the sodium salt of RNA was added 1 ml. of a 1:8 tissue extract 
or 1 ml. of a buffered solution of 1 mg. of cathepsin preparation. After 
digesting 1 hour at 39°, 2 ml. of uranylacetatc-trichloroacetic acid solution 
(MacFadyen (9)) were added to precipitate the insoluble RNA. After 
centrifugation the total soluble phosphorus in the supernatant was de- 
termined as described above for the DNA experiments. The soluble plios- 
phorus was determined in control digestion mixtures in which water re- 
placed the tissue extract or cathepsin solution and in wliich water replaced 
the RNA solution. 

The catheptic activities were determined bj^ a modification of Anson’s 
technique (10). 

Cysteine lij’^drochloride was added to tlie cnz 3 '’me solutions before diges- 
tion, with use of 1 mg. per mg. of cathepsin preparation. The p-chloro- 
mercuribenzoate, which was used as an inhibiting agent, was prepared 
according to the method of Whitmore and Woodward (11). 

Preparation of Sithslraies — The sodium salt of dcsoxjTibonucleic acid 
was prepared according to Hammarsten (12). The sodium salt of j'east 
nucleic acid was prepared b}’’ dissolving commercial j^cast nucleic acid in 
0.5 N NaOH at 5° and precipitating with 10 volumes of glacial acetic acid. 
The precipitate was washed with water in tlie centrifuge tubes and dried 
with alcohol and ether. The dried nucleic acid was again dissolved in 0.5 
N NaOH in the cold and diab'zed against cold running tap water. The 
sodium nucleate was precipitated bj’- the addition of S volumes of alcohol 
and the minimum amount of solid sodium acetate needed to obtain com- 
plete precipitation. The final product was dried with alcohol and ether. 

Results 

pH Activity Curves — The rate of the progressive decrease in the relative 
viscosity of the DNA solutions containing the cathepsin preparations 
was constant when the equation for a first order reaction was applied. 
Since the amount of protein added as enz 3 '-me was relativeb^ ^’•ely small, 
the viscosity reading immediately after this addition was used to calculate 
the relative viscosity at zero time. As pointed out b 3 '- Laskowski and 
Seidel (4), with the use of this method it was assumed that at an 3 ’' given 
time of digestion the relative viscosity of the reacting mixture was propor- 
tional to the concentration of the unattacked DNA. Under the conditions 
of these experiments the error involved was small. The K values for the 
desox 3 rribonuclease activity of the spleen and thymus cathepsin prepara- 
tions were highest at pH 4.5 (Figs. 1 and 2). The viscosit 3 ’’ of solutions 
of DNA decreases markedly below pH 4.0 and above pH 7.5, as shovm by 
Vilbrandt and Tennent (13). The K values for the rate of decrease of 
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^^scosity could, therefore, not be obtained in the more acid range to com- 
plete the curve. Ho^Yever, the pH activity curve based upon the soluble 
DNA liberated by the cathepsins also showed an optimum at pH 4.5 and 
this curv'e could be completed. The comparative nuclease activities of the 
enzyme preparations from spleen and thymus corresponded to their re- 
spective catheptic activities on hemoglobin in which the spleen cathepsin 
liberated 1.25 mg. of tjuosine color equivalent and the thymus cathepsin 
0.68 mg. (14). 



Fig. 1 Fig. 2 


Fig. 1. Desoxyribonuclease activity of spleen cathepsin preparation. K values 
obtained for rate of decrease in relative viscosity. The buffers used were citrate X, 
acetate •, and veronal O. 

Fig. 2. Desoxyribonuclease activity of thymus cathepsin preparation. K values 
obtained for rate of decrease in relative viscosity. The buffers used were citrate X, 
acetate •, and veronal O. 

In order to determine whether nucleases of the pancreatic t 3 ’’pe were 
present in other tissues, and since earlier studies by Greenstein (15, 17) 
had reported the nuclease activities of tissue extracts at or near neutrality, 
the pH activity curt'^es of extracts of spleen and thjmus tissue were studied. 
With DNA as substrate these extracts also showed a pH optimum at pH 
4.5 when the decrease in relative viscosity and the increase in soluble 
phosphorus were determined (Figs. 3 and 4). The catheptic activities of 
these extracts per mg. of nitrogen were equal, but the spleen extracts 
were about 2 to 3 times as active per ml. of extract. Other water-soluble 
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pH 

Fig. 3. Desoxyribonuclcnse activity of spleen extract. K values obtained for rate 
of decrease in relative viscosity. The buffers used were citrate X, acetate •, and 
veronal O. 



Fig. 4. Desoxyribonuclease activity of thymus extract. K values obtained for 
rate of decrease in relative viscosity. The buffers used were citrate X , acetate • , 
and veronal O . 

tissue proteins such as the albumins which did not have catheptic activity 
did not lower the viscosity of solutions of DNA under the conditions of 
these experiments. 
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liibomidcase Activity — ^The ribonuclease of the thymus cathepsin prepara- 
tions was most active at pH 5.0; that of the spleen preparations was most 
active at pH 5.5 (Fig. 5). Both preparations showed more activity above 
pH 6.0 on RNA than on DNA. The wider range of pH values at which 
the RNA was attacked may be due to its more heterogeneous composition. 
The ribonuclease of the spleen e.\’tracts was most active at pH 4.5 with 
citrate buffer, but with veronal buffer the range of high activity was broad, 
with considerable activit 3 ’' up to pH 6.5. The thjunus extracts showed a 
definite pH optimum at pH 4.5 and a smaller peak of activity at pH 6.0 
(Fig. 6). 



Fig. 5. Ribonuclease activities of spleen (dash line) and th 3 Tnus (solid line) cathep- 
sin preparations as measured by an increase in soluble phosphorus. The buffers 
used vrere citrate X , acetate • , and veronal O . 


Effect of Cysteine upon Nuclease Activities of Cathepsin Preparations — 
The rate of decrease in relative viscosity of DNA solutions was accelerated 
when cysteine hydrochloride was added to the solutions of the cathepsin 
preparations. The increased rate was not constant, but, as seen in Table I, 
it was greater than could be accounted for by the addition of cysteine 
alone. The increase of the proteinase acthdties of cathepsin preparations 
by cysteine and cyanide has been demonstrated (5, 14, 18). Similar ac- 
tivation was found when determinations of the nuclease acthdtj’’ on DNA 
and RNA were followed bj’’ determinations of the increase in soluble phos- 
phorus (Table II). 

There was no evidence of the liberation of inorganic phosphorus by the 
cathepsin preparations either from DNA or RNA. 
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Inhibition of Nnckasc Activities — Tlio iiddilion of magnesium sulfate 
produced a marked inhibitory effect upon tlie desoxyribonuclease activity 
of the catlicpsin preparations (Table II). This was in marked contrast 
to the activation produced by magnesium .sulfate on the pancreatic dcsoxy- 
ribonuclease (3, 4). Since the proteinase activities of these cathepsin 
preparations were not affected ly the addition of magnesium sulfate, it 
is possible that the inhibition was due to a combination of the magnesium 
sulfate with the DNA. 



Fig. 6. Ribonuclease activities of spleen and thymus extracts, as measured by 
an increase in soluble phosphorus. The buffers used were citrate X , acetate e , and 
veronal O. 

The sulfhydryl-testing reagent, sodium p-chloromercuribenzoate, inhib- 
ited the nuclease activities of the cathepsin preparations (Table II). The 
sensitivity of the proteinase activity of the cathepsin preparations to 
this and other SH reagents has been reported (5, 6, 14, IS). The inhib- 
itory effect upon DNA when measured by the increase in soluble phos- 
phorus was much greater than when it was determined by the decrease 
in relative viscosity, suggesting that the points of attack hy the enzjrme on 
the highly polymerized DNA may be different. Further evidence of this 
phenomenon was seen when the DNA solutions of pH 3.5 had very low 
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Table I 


Effcd of Cyslcinc on licsoxyribonuchasc Activity of Spleen Cathepsin Preparation 


Time inten*als 

j 



pH 

K per mg.* 

Spleen dlhcpsin 
preparation 

Spleen cathepsin 
+ cysteinet 

Cj'steinet 

n»n. ] 





5 

4.5 

0.01569 

0.02306 

0.001806 

10 



0.026(41 


15 


0.016S3 

0.01844 

0.000799 

20 


0.01560 

0.0166S 


25 


0.01302 



30 




0.000706 

50 




0.000489 

60 




0.000483 

10 

6.2 

0.002119 



14 



0.005911 


20 


0.002161 


0.001101 

24 



0.005015 


30 


0.002636 


0.001430 

34 



0.003091 


44 

1 


0.004691 


50 

1 

0.002542 


0.000761 


* The K values were obtained by using the equation for a first order reaction, 
K = 1/t X log N<i/Nt, in which jVo was the relative viscosity at zero time and N't 
at the time of incubation in minutes. 

1 1 mg. of cysteine hydrochloride was added per mg. of cathepsin preparation. 


Table II 

Activation and Inhibition of Nuclease Activities of Cathepsins 




Acti%'aUon -srith ' 
cj‘steine j 

Inhibition \nth 
P'CbloromcTCuiihcDzo^te* 

Inhibition Trfth hfgSOi 

Source of 
cathepsin 

pH 

DNA 

RNA 

1 DNA 

RNA 

O.OI M DNA 

j 0.03 u DNA 



Soluble ! 

Soluble 

Soluble 

Viscos- 

Soluble 

Soluble 

Viscos- 

Soluble 

! Viscos- 



P 

P 

P 1 

ity 

P j 

P 

ity 1 

p 

ity 



per cent 

per cent 

per cent 

per cent 

Per cent 

1 per cent 

1 

Per cent 

per cent 

per cent 

Spleen 

4.5 

40 

45 

89 

55 

27 

[ 39 

63 

74 

96 


7.12 

120 

130 








Th3Tnus 

4.5 

25 

24 

100 

32 

23 


55 

68 

95 


7.12 

68 

i 66 


i 







* 5 /lii per mg. of enzyme preparation. 


relative viscosity but no increase in soluble phosphorus unless thej' had 
been acted upon by the cathepsins. 
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Effect of Heating upon Cathcplic and Nncleasc Activities of Cathepsin 
Preparations — ^^Vllen heated in huiTerod solutions at pi I '1.5, the catlicpsin 
preparations lost their cathei)tic activity more rapidly than their nuclease 
activities. Fig. 7 shows the elTect of healing a thymu.s cathep.sin prepara- 
tion. On heating 10 minutes at 70° in a water bath all of the caiheptic 
activity was destroyed, while 50 per cent of the deso.xyribonuclea.se and 
27 per cent of the ribonuclcase remained. All of the activities were de- 
stroyed by heating at 80° for 10 minutes at ])11 '1.5, 

It is possible, of course, that heating under difl'erent conditions may 
provide a means for separating the proteolytic and ribonuclcase activities 
as Kleczkowski (19) and McDonald (20) have demonstrated for the crystal- 


o 

2 



Fig. 7. The effect of heating on thj'mus cathepsin preparations at pll 4.5 

line ribonuclcase from the pancreas. There was no evidence that the 
intracellular ribonuclease was heat-stable, as has been shown for the cor- 
responding enzyme from the pancreas. 

DISCUSSION 

Greenstein and Jenrette (15) and Greenstein (16, 17) found that the 
highly polymerized DNA and RNA Avere depolymerized by extracts of 
normal and neoplastic tissues at about pH 7.0. The pH-activity curves 
obtained in this study indicated that the optimal pH for the nuclease 
activities of spleen and thymus extracts and of the cathepsin preparations 
separated from these tissues was in the acid range. Catcheside and 
Holmes (21) found that desoxyribonuclease preparations from spleen were 
most active at pH 5.0. 

The intracellular desoxyribonuclease ivas differentiated from that of 
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the pancreas by the fact that concentrations of magnesium sulfate which 
activate the pancreatic desoxjTibonuclease (3, 4) were inhibitory for the 
spleen and thymus desoxyribonucleases. There was further differentia- 
tion in the heat lability of the spleen and thymus ribonucleases as con- 
trasted with the heat stability of the corresponding pancreatic ribonu- 
clease. 

The close correlation between the activating and inhibiting factors for 
the nuclease and proteolytic acthdties of these cathepsin preparations 
suggests either that they maj' be functions of a complex cathepsin molecule 
or that they are separate enzymes with very similar physical and chemical 
properties. The fact that cysteine acted as an activating and p-chloro- 
mercuribenzoate as an inhibiting agent would support the view that the 
nuclease as well as the proteinase function of the cathepsin preparations 
was dependent in part upon the SH groups in the enzyme-protein. 

SUMMARY 

Intracellular nucleases closely associated with the cathepsin preparations 
from thymus and spleen tissue were found to act optimally at pH 4.5 
on DNA and at pH 5.0 to 5.5 on RNA. Extracts of these tissues also 
showed pH optima in the acid range. 

The spleen cathepsin preparations used were correspondingly more 
active than the thymus preparations, both as proteinases and as nucleases. 

The nuclease activities of the spleen and th 3 mus cathepsin preparations 
were increased by cysteine and inhibited by p-chloromercuribenzoate, 
agents which respectively activate and inhibit the catheptic action of the 
preparations probably through SH groups on the enzyme-protein. 

The intracellular nucleases associated with the cathepsins were dif- 
ferentiated from the pancreatic nucleases by the following: (1) there was 
optimal activity in the acid range, (2) the desoxyribonuclease was inhib- 
ited by magnesium sulfate in concentrations which activate the pancreatic 
desoxyribonuclease, (3) the ribonuclease was heat-labile, while the ribonu- 
clease from the pancreas was heat-stable. 
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{From ihc Dcparimcnl of Biochemislry, College of Agricullure, University of 
Wisconsin, Madison) 
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Recently it was noted that Lciiconostoc citrovorum 8081 failed to grow 
on a synthetic medium vmless supplied \\dth certain preparations from liver 
or other crude materials (1). Commercial preparations useful against 
pernicious anemia proved to be particularly active for this strain of L. 
citrovorum. The present report deals with preliminary attempts to con- 
centrate the active principle and to differentiate it from other biologically 
active agents. 


Methods 

The basal medium and method of assay for the active principle have 
been described previously (1). The results are expressed as “citrovorum 
units,” defined as the amount of active material required per ml. of medium 
to permit half maximal production of acid by the organism. In the present 
study, most assays involved both turbidimetric measurement after 16 
hours and measurement of acid production after 72 hours. The two 
measurements were desirable because moderately high amounts of folic 
acid have been observed to stimulate growth and acid production by 
L. citrovorum during a 72 hoiu interval (1), although these amounts were 
inactive during the first 36 hours. The two measmements were also 
useful in distinguishing between the activity due to thynaidine and that 
due to the active principle in the liver concentrates. 

Differences between Diver Factor, Thymidine, and Folic Acid — Thymidine 
has been observed to stimulate the growth of L. citrovorum 8081 (1) and 
of certain other organisms of the lactic group (2-4). Fig. 1 indicates the 
growth of L. citrovorum 8081 after 12, 18, and 28 hours in media contain- 
ing graded amounts of liver concentrate (Reticulogen, Lilly) or of thy- 
midine. The responses to the liver concentrate were regular and in- 
creased with concentration as well as with the time of incubation. The 

* Published with the approval of the Director of the TVisconsin Agricultural Ex- 
periment Station. Supported in part by the Research Committee of the Graduate 
School from funds supplied by the Wisconsin Alumni Research Foundation and the 
American Cancer Society. 

t Now at the Laboratory of Animal Nutrition, Alabama Polj'technic Institute, 
Auburn, Alabama. 
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responses lo tliymiclinc, on the other hand, were only a fraction of those 
possible with the liver concentrate, with no consistent, relationship between 
the amount of thymidine in the medium and the growth of the organism. 
The relative effect of the thymidine with I'cspect to the liver concentrate 
increased as the period of incubation was ijrolonged, but even after 28 
hours the maximal turbiditj' achieved with thymidine was much less than 
that observed in the presence of the liver concentrate; increased (concen- 
trations of th.ymidinc failed to increase turbidity further. After 72 hours 
of incubation, acid production in the presence of thj'midine was similar 
to that in the presence of a tj-pical liver concentrate (iMg. 2), although the 
two curves were not identical. 



Fig. 1. Response of L. cilrovorum to graded amounts of the liver concentrate Reti- 
culogen and to thymidine. Turbidity measurements through Filter C60 of the 
Evelyn colorimeter with the uninoculated tube set at 100. All concentrations are 
amounts per 10 ml. of final medium. Broken lines, Reticulogen ; solid lines, thymidine. 

Folic acid, as reported previously (1), stimulated acid production by L. 
cilrovorum after 72 hours of incubation, with, howe^'■er, a distinct lag in 
the curve (Fig. 2) ; neither growth nor acid production was observed at 
concentrations of 0.8 7 of folic acid per ml. of medium (1.6 7 per tube), 
although increments of folic acid above this level resulted in regular 
increases in acid production by the organism. By way of contrast the 
amount of folic acid in 0.025 ml. of Reticulogen (the amount per ml. 
necessary for half maximal growth on a medium (1, 5) which itself con- 
tains 0.01 7 of folic acid per ml.) is only 0.0002 7. It would therefore 
appear that folic acid is not the critical agent required by L. cilrovorum, 
but rather that large amounts of folic acid enable the organism to produce 
a cilrovorum factor (6). 
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Turbi(^ty measurements after sliorter periods of incubation likewise 
favor tins conclusion. Previous results indicated that moderatelj- high 
amounts of folic acid were inactive in stimulating the growth of L. citrovonm 
^thin a period of 3G hours or less (1). Very high amounts of folic acid, 
however, stimulate the initial growth of the organism. The concentration 
of folic acid needed for some grondh to occur in 24 hours or less (as illus' 
trated in Fig. 3) has not, however, been established with certainty; the 
minimal concentration needed to overcome the initial lag appears to do' 
pend among other things on the condition of the culture, and on the size 
of the inoculum. 


20 

16 

12 

a 

4 


0 0.4 0& 1.6 E.O 

UIG THYMIDINE 

Fig, 2. Acid production by L. cilrovorum after 72 hours in media containing thy- 
nndine, folic acid, or the liver concentrate Reticulogen. AH concentrations are 
amounts per tube containing 2.0 ml. of final medium. 

Preliminary Concentration of Factor — ^Lilly Reticulogen 360 (40,000 
ciirovorum units per ml.) was used as the starting material. 10 ml. of the 
liver concentrate were diluted with 10 ml. of water and adjusted to pH 
3.0 with 5 N H 2 SO 4 . The precipitate which formed was removed b 3 ’- 
filtration. 1 gm, of norit was added to the filtrate and stirred with an 
electric stirrer for 20 minutes at room temperature. The mbrture was 
then filtered and the norit washed bj"- suspending it in 50 ml. of 50 per 
cent ethanol and stirring for 15 minutes at room temperature. The 
mixture was then filtered and the active fraction eluted from the norit 
by suspending it in 50 ml. of a mixture of ammonia, water, and ethyl 
alcohol (15 ml. of concentrated NKtOH + 25 ml. of eth 5 'I alcohol -f 10 rnl. 
of water) at 70° with stirring for 30 minutes. The elution was repeated 
and the eluates combined and reduced to drsmess by distillation imder a 
vacuum (water pump, 20 mm. of Hg) with the aid of a water bath heated 
to 70°. 
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The 121 nig. of solids oblaincd, Conccninitc A, were then dissolved in 
50 nil, of water, the pH adjusted to 3.0 with the solution filtered, 

0.25 gm. of norit added, and the jirocedurc repeated ns above, 27 mg. 
of solids, Concentrate B, were obtained which proved to be highly active 
in stimulating growth and acid production by L. cilrovorimi. The response 
of the organism to graded amounts of Concentrate B was qualitatively 
identical with its response to Reticulogen, both in the production of acid 
and in turbiditj*’ (Fig. 3). 1 mg. of Concentrate B contained 3840 cilrovorimi 

units; 1 unit, therefore, was supplied by only 0.2G y of the material. Simi- 
lar values were obtained whether tlie anrd 3 '’scs were based on acid produc- 
tion or on turbidity. For an equivalent production of acid 0.24 y of 



Fig. 3. Response of L. citrovorum to graded amounts of Reticulogen, folic acid, 
or of Concentrate B as determined by turbidity measurements after IG hours with 
the Evelyn colorimeter (Filter 6G0 with an uninoculated tube set at 100 as the blank). 
All concentrations are amounts per 10 ml. of final medium. 

thymidine was necessary (Fig. 2). Attempts to equate the turbidimetric 
activities of thymidine and of Concentrate B after 16 hours of incubation 
were impossible, since, even with relatively high amounts of thjonidine 
in the medium, the turbidity failed to reach that corresponding to 1 
citrovorum unit (Fig. 1). 

Other Concentrates — ^A series of concentrates of the antipernicious anemia 
principle was tested with L. citrovorum, and their activities found to range 
from 4000 to 40,000 citrovorum units per ml. The dry weight ranged 
from 2.5 to 23 per cent. Preparation L-5 (1), containing 23 per cent of 
dry matter, was inactive for chicks, I'ats, or Lactobacillus laciis Dorner, 
but it was relatively active for L. citrovorum, 32,000 units per ml. 80 ml. 
of this solution were subjected to the concentration procedure described, 
yielding approximately 250 mg. of dry material, Concentrate C, the 
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citrovorum activity of which was 8330 units per mg. or 1 citrovorum emit 
in 0.12 y. This preparation, therefore, was about twice as active as the 
preparation prepared from Reticulogen, and it was at least twice as active 
as thjTnidine. Qualitativelj’’, the standard ciu:\'es obtained with Concen- 
trate C were indistinguishable from those obtained with Reticulogen or 
with Concentrate B. 

Ejjccl of Other Factors on L. citrovorum — In spite of the quahtative 
similarity in the responses of L. citrovorum to Concentrates A, B, and C 
and to cruder liver preparations, the possibility remained that the organism 
required several unknown factors, all of which were supplied by the liver 
concentrates, and that the failure of the organism to respond completely 
to substances such as thjTnidine or folic acid was due to the absence 
from the medium of a second factor. Accordingly, oleic acid, strepogenin 
(enzymatic digest from casein (7)), tomato juice, or cobalt was added to 
the basal medium and the effects of the thjTnidine and fohe acid as well 
as of the hver concentrates toward L. citrovorum were reexamined. None 
of these factors caused the growth of L. citrovorum on the synthetic medium 
or affected its response to the known growth factors or the hver concen- 
trates. 

Relation of citrovorum Factor to Vitamin Bn o,nd to Principles Required 
by Rat and Chicken — ^It was observed previously that certain preparations 
from fish solubles known to be active in stimulating the growth of chicks 
(8-11) were inactive for L. citrovorum (1), and that the relative acti^dties 
of a series of preparations from liver were not the same for chicks or rats 
as for the microorganism. Since then it has been reported that vitamin 
Bi 2 stimulates the growth of chicks and rats and has many of the properties 
of the animal protein factor (12, 13). This would suggest that the factor 
stimulating the growth of L. citrovorum was not vitamin B^, and in support 
of this suggestion a lack of correlation between the clinical activities of a 
series of liver preparations and their acthities for L. citrovorum (1) might 
be cited, although the latter evidence is not in itself conclusive in view of 
the variations inherent in the clinical assay. 

Table I presents the biological actmties of a series of liver preparations 
for L. citrovorum 8081, the anemia patient, the chick, the rat, and L. 
lactis Domer. For the latter resvdts we are indebted to Dr. W. E. Gaunt 
and Dr. S. A. Shannon of The Squibb Institute for Medical Research, 
under whose direction the analj'ses were made before the details of the 
method were generally available. Usually the responses of the rat and 
chick resembled those of L. lactis Domer much more closely than those of 
L. citrovorum (Table I, Samples L-2, L-4, L-5, F-21, and especially L-16), 
and for most of these the correlation between the results of the clinical 
assays and those with L. lactis Domer was also fairly hi^. Presumably, 
therefore, the active agent being measured by all of these species, rat. 
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chick, miin, and L. hclis Dorncr, was vilaniin ]ij 2 . On I lie oUior liancl, 
Sample L-5 did not stimulate Ihe growth of rats and chicks, and it was 
almost devoid of activity for L. lactis Dorncr, although its activity was 
sufficientlj’’ high to warrant its use as the starting material for our relatively 
potent Concentrate C. Sample L-5 was reputed to l^c clinically active. 
Another exception to the general rule was Sample L-11 ; its clinical activity 
was 50 per cent that of Sample L-2, Rcticulogcn, and its activity for L. 
citrovorum was also high, while it was not particularly active for L. laclis 
Dorner. All other results, however, suggest that, the cilrovorttni factor 
is distinct from vitamin Bj;, and this has been confirmed by direct determi- 
nation; the addition of vitamin B 12 to the basal medium in amounts up to 

Tabu: I 


Comparative Biological Activities of Certain Preparations from Liver and Fish 


Sample 

Ctlrovarum 
units per ml. 

u. s. r. 

units per ml. 

CbicV units* 

Rat units* 

f>. lactis Darner^ 
units per ml. 

L-2 

40,000 

20 

-f-b-b (10) 

-b-b-b (14, 15) 

110,000 

L-4 

34,000 

15 


-b-b (14, 15) 

08,000 

L-5 

32,000 

15 

0 (10) 

0 (14) 

550 

L-G 

20,200 

2 


-b-b-b (14) 

43,000 

L-lOA 

13,000 

0.1 


-b (15) 


L-10 

11,700 

1 


-b (15) 


L-11 

10,600 

10 


+ (15) 


L-13 

7,900 

15 

-b-b-b (10) 

-b-bt 


L-15 

4,900 

10 


+ } 


L-16 

4,900 

10 


-b-b-bj 


F-19 

137 


0 (10) 

0} 


F-21 

24 


-b (10) 

-bt 



* The figures in parentheses refer to the bibliography, 
t Arbitrary units based upon a commercial preparation, 
t Register, U. D., and Elvehjem, C. A., unpublished. 


0.25 7 per ml. failed to stimulate the growth of L. citrovorum. Recentlj’’ 
Lees and Emery (16) have shoAvn that L. citrovorum failed to respond to 
Smith’s animal protein factor, while Lyman and Prescott have separated 
vitamin B 12 from the citrovorum factor by electrolj'^sis (17). 

The question whether the citrovorum factor is active clinically must be 
left open. The clinical potency of Samples L-5 and L -11 might suggest 
such activity, although it is also possible that totallj’' unrelated materials 
in these relatively crude preparations may have been responsible for the 
observed clinical results. A low clinical potency for the citrovorum factor 
is suggested by Sample 10-A which was only 0.5 per cent as active clinically 
as Sample L-2, although it was 32 per cent as active as Sample L-2 for 
L. citrovorum. 
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SUMSLARY 

1. The response of Lcuconosioc cilrovorum 8081 to a factor in liver ^vas 
unaltered bj' the presence in the medium of oleic acid, strepogenin, tomato 
juice, or cobalt; these substances did not alter the response of the organ- 
ism to folic acid or to thjnnidine. 

2. The response of the organism to folic acid or to thymidine differed 
both qualitatively and quantitatively' from its responses to preparations 
from liver. The most active concentrate prepared from liver was at 
least twice as active as thymidine. 

3. Liver preparations of tested clinical potency against pernicious anemia 
were analyzed for their actmties toward Leuconostoc citrovorum and the 
results compared vdth those of others for the activities of these prepa- 
rations toward the chick, the rat, and Laclobacillus lactis Domer. Fairly 
good agreement was obsei^md between the results on the latter three species 
and those of clinical assays. The results with L. dirovorwn were signifi- 
cantly different from those with the chick, the rat, and L. laciis Domer 
and they' were usuaUy' quite different from the results of clinical assays. 
Vitamin did not stimulate the growth of L. citrovorum 8081. 
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The bacterial flora of the intestine of an infant that is being fed human 
milk is characterized by the predominance of a lactobacillus whose dis- 
tinctive morphology of rods, clubs, and bifid forms has given it the name 
of Lacidbacillns bifidns (1-3). The possible importance of this intestinal 
organism to the health of the infant makes its study one of practical sig- 
nificance. 

Since its discovery in 1899 by Tissier (4) the nature and biological 
position of L. bifidus as a distinct entity has been the subject of contro- 
versy (5-7). The various strains used in the present study were isolated 
with difficulty. It is probable that the isolation procedure selected less 
fastidious variants or caused an adaptation of the strains normally pres- 
ent in the infant intestine. However, a study of the nutritional require- 
ments of the isolated strains may serve as a starting point for the formula- 
tion of a medium nutritionally adequate for the more fastidious strains. 

Since L. hijidus is foimd to predominate in the intestine of the infant 
receiving only human milk, it would seem that hmnan milk affords a more 
beneficial medium for the propagation of this organism. Preliminaiy 
experiments revealed, that the addition of milk to the culture media pro- 
moted the grou'th of the strains. Hxunan milk was superior to cow’s 
milk. A knowledge of the nutritional requirements of L. bifidus seemed 
prerequisite to the understanding of the superiority of hmnan milk, and 
for this purpose that the present investigation was undertaken. 

EXPERIMENTAL 

Isolation of Strains — Saline suspensions of stools from infants fed only 
human milk were streaked on liver infusion agar fortified with 10 per cent 
human miUc. The plates were incubated anaerobically at 37°, growth of 
colonies being obtained usually after 48 horns. Transfers were made 

* This investigation was supported in part by a grant from the Division of Re- 
search Grants and Fellowships of the National Institutes of Health, United States 
Public Health Service, and by a grant from W 3 ’eth, Incorporated, Philadelphia. 
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from tho almost microscopic colonics to liver infusion-milk broth and car- 
ried by dailj'' transfers. Upon primary isolation the various strains ex- 
hibited the characteristic morphology, but upon subsequent transfers the 
bifid characteristic gradually disappeared. This has also been the experi- 
ence of other investigators (7). Tlie loss of the bifid characteristic has 
been considered evidence of mutation and selection and for this reason 
the strains of the present studj’’ will not be termed L. hi fid us. By vaiaang 
the conditions of the isolation procedure some success vas attained in 
maintaining several strains in the bifid form. I'licse investigations arc 
being continued and will be reported elsewhere. 

Taiilk I 

Composition of Media 
Liver Infusion, Double Strength 

500 gm. of beef liver and 100 ml. of IT-O boiled for 2 hours, filtered, and 10 gm. 
of peptone, 5 gm. of NaCl, 10 gm. of lactose, and 0.1 mg. of ci'stinc added to tho 
filtrate. pH adjusted to 7.4 and diluted to 500 ml. 


Assay Medium, Double Strength 


K.HPO* 

5 gm. 

Thiamine IICl 


Glucose 

40 

“ j 

Riboflavin 

400 " 

Sodium acetate (anhydrous). . . 

50 

44 

Ca pantothenate 

SOO “ 

Enzyme-li 5 ’’drolyzed casein* 

10 

44 

Pyridoxinc HCl 

2400 " 

Adenine, guanine, uracil. 



p-Aminobenr,oic acid 

20 " 

.xanthine, each 

20 mg. 

Folic acid 

20 “ 

Alanine, cystine tryptophane, 



Biotin 

S “ 

each 

400 

44 

S.alts Bt 

10 ml. 

Asparagine 

200 

<4 

pH adjusted to 6.S, diluted to 1 liter 


* N-Z-Case, SheflBeld. 

1 10 gra. of MgSOrTHjO, 0.5 gm. of FeSOrVH-O, 0.5 gm. of NaCl, 0.337 gm. of 
MnS 04 - 2 H 20 in 250 ml. of HjO. 


Culture Media — The composition of the media used in this investigation 
is presented in Table I. The medium used for isolation and for subcul- 
ture of strains was the liver infusion medium of Boventer (8). To this 
basal medium, before autoclaving, the filtrate of heat-coagulated milk 
was added in 10 per cent concentration. The semisynthetic medium is 
that used by Teply and Elvehjem (9) for the assay of folic acid with Lac- 
tobacillus casei. 

In initial expei’iments sodium citrate was used as the buffering agent 
of the medium instead of sodium acetate. Good growtli of the strains 
was obtained when skim milk was added to the citrate medium. Upon 
acetone precipitation of the milk it was found that both the acetone- 
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soluble and the acetone-insoluble fractions were required for growth (Table 
II). The isolation and identification of the acetone-insoluble growth 
factor as calcium phosphate were explainable by the finding that the 
sodium citrate of the medium retarded the gro^^'th of the assay organism 
and that calcium salts neutralized the inhibitorj’’ effect of the citrate. 
Alagnesium, manganese, and iron salts also reversed the citrate inhibition. 
^lacLeod and Snell (10) have attributed the inhibitorj'- effect of citrate to 
its ability to bind the essential mineral, manganese, into a complex that 
was not available to lactic acid bacteria. The inhibition of the L. bifidus 
strains by citrate was also found to be the result of manganese deficiency. 
Removal of iron and magnesium from the medium was without effect. 
The data of Table 11 demonstrate the inhibitory effect of citrate on the 


Table II 

Inhibilion of Strain A by Sodium Citrate 
16 hours incubation. 


Supplement 

0.1 add minus blank 

Citrate medium 

Acetate medium 


mh 


1. Blank 

0 


2. 1 ml. skim human milk 

7.89 


3. 1 “ acetone filtrate of milk. . . . 

0 


4. 1 “ “ ppt. of milk 

0.45 

0.70 

5. (3) -f (4) 

8.04 

13.78 

6. (3) -1- CaCl, 

7.50 

13.88 

7. (2) -k 250 mg.* sodium citrate. . . 


6.89 


* Amount present per tube of citrate medium. 


growth of strain A. "^Tien sodium citrate of the medium was replaced by 
sodimn acetate, supplementation with only the acetone-soluble fraction 
was necessary for growth. 

Assay Procedure for Growth Factors — ^The activity of various substances 
in producing growth of the isolated strains was determined by titrimetric 
assay. It was established that the production of acid paralleled the 
growth of cells as measured by tmbidity determinations and by actual 
coimt of cells. To each tube were added 5 ml. of the double strength semi- 
synthetic medium (acetate buffer), the test sample, and sufficient water to 
make a total of 10 ml. The tubes were set up in triplicate. Onl 3 " two of 
the tubes were inoculated with the strain imder investigation. The uninoc- 
ulated tube served as a pH control. The inoculum consisted of 0.1 ml. 
of a saline suspension of the twice washed cells from an 18 hour anaerobic 
culture grown on liver infusion-10 per cent human milk broth. The 
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assay tubes were incul^iitecl in Brewer anaerobic jars at 37° for 10, 40, 
and 04 hours. The acid i)roduced in each tube was detenninofl by titra- 
tion with 0.1 N NaOII, each tube being titrated to the pll of the uninocu- 
lated control. 

Growth Factor of Milk — Dui'ing the isolation of .strains of L. hifidus it 
was noted that a more luxuriant growth of c;olonic.s wa.s obtained when 
milk was added to the liver infusion agar. Human milk appeared superior 
to cow’s milk. Quantitative comparison of the two milks by titrimctric 
assay confirmed the superiority of human milk (Table III). Skimming 
had little effect on the activit.y of cither milk. When the milk was coagu- 
lated by heat at an acid pH, the activity was found \vith the protein pre- 
cipitate. The growth factor proved to be soluble in ct her. The fractiona- 
tion procedure that afforded the best eonccnt.ration of the growth factor 
is that used for the separation of imsaturatcd fatty acids; namelj', extrac- 


TAni.r, III 

Growth AcUvili/ of Unman and Coio's Mill: for Strain A 
40 hours incubation. 


Milk 

0.1 N ncid 

Ilum.in 

Cow 


ml. 

ml. 

Whole, 5 ml 

22.8 

12.6 

(( 1 

14.2 

5.7 

Skim, 5 ml 

23.0 

11. G 

" 1 “ 

13.1 

4.1 

i 


tion of the acidified milk with mixed ethers, extraction of ether solution 
with dilute alkali, precipitation with lead acetate, extraction of the lead 
precipitate with ethji ether, and removal of the lead bj' h 5 ^drochloric 
acid precipitation. The details of the various steps were those of stand- 
ard fat analysis (11). The finding that the growth factor of milk is as- 
sociated with the unsaturated fatty acid fraction is in accordance with a 
number of recent reports (12, 13) that unsaturated fatty acids are growth 
factors for a number of lactic acid bacteria. The unsaturated fatty acids, 
oleic, linoleic, arachidonic, vaccenic, elaidic, and palmitoleic, and the 
related compounds, methyl olcate, gljmerol monooleatc, and Tween 80 
were found to promote half maximal grow’^th of strain A at concentrations 
of 250 to 750 7 per tube. Saturated fatt}'’ acids, such as palmitic and 
stearic, proved inactive when tested alone and did not enhance the activity 
of the rmsaturated fatty acids wiien tested in combination. It has been 
reported that, whereas lower concentrations of oleic acid stimulate the 
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groi\”th of certain lactobacilli, higher concentrations are inhibitory (14, 
15). Concentrations of oleic acid as great as 20 mg. per tube did not in- 
hibit the L. hifidus mutants. The activity of oleic acid was not influ- 
enced bj' pH in the range of 6.0 to 7.0. Since Tween 80, a sorbitan mono- 
oleate pol 5 Tner, is water-soluble and relatively stable, it was used for the 
quantitative comparison of the growth-promoting activity of human and 
cow’s milk. 1 ml. of whole human milk was found to have an acthdty 
equivalent to 1600 y of Tween 80. Cow’s milk was about one-fifth as 
active, 1 ml. being equivalent to 280 y of Tween 80. 

Since the skimming of the milk did not decrease grov-th activity, it may 
be concluded that imsaturated fatty acid boimd in the gtyceride molecule 
is not available to the assay organism. However, the lactobacilli of the in- 
testinal tract would have access to milk that has been digested, and for 
this reason a comparison of human and cow’s milk was made on digested 
samples of the whole milk. When digested with pancreatin, both milks 
exhibited a great increase in growth activity as the result of the liberation 
of fatty acids and both milks were equally active; 0.0125 ml. of digested 
milk per tube gave maximal growth in a 16 hour incubation. The sep- 
aration of the imsaturated fatty acid fraction from digested human milk 
yielded a yellow oil that was approximately 3 times more potent than 
Tween 80. Digested cow’s milk jdelded fractions of equal potency. The 
identity of the active constituents of the concentrates is stiU unknown. 

InkMiory Factors of Digested Milk — ^In comparing the activities of the 
digested human and cow’s milk, it was observed that the addition of high 
concentrations of the digested cow’s milk to basal medium permitted less 
growth than did smaller concentrations. This effect was not observed 
with equal concentrations of human milk (Table IV). The inhibitory 
substances of digested cow’s milk could be concentrated b 3 ^ steam distilla- 
tion of the acidified milk. Steam distillation of the non-inhibitorj’- di- 
gested human milk also yielded a distillate that retarded the growth of the 
assay organism. It became apparent that both digested cow’s and digested 
human milk contained inhibitory constituents but that human milk con- 
tained in addition protective factors that neutralized the effect of the 
inhibitor. The data of Table W demonstrate the effect of skim human 
milk in reversing the inhibition by a steam distillate from digested cow’s 
milk. 

Growth Factor of Enzymatic Digest of Casein — ^The medium of Teply and 
Elvehjem (Table I), when fortified with a source of the imsaturated fatty 
acid factor, was nutritionalty adequate for all of the strains. This medium 
contains an enzjunatic digest of casein. If an acid hj'drolysate of casein 
was substituted for the enzjTnatic digest, the medium no longer sup- 
ported the growth of a number of the strains. This latter group, as tj-pi- 
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ficd by strain I, required a {frowlh factor present in enzymatic digest of 
casein. The factor is Jiot })ro.sent in millc. If milk rvas digested willi 
pancreatin, it liccamc active, but the activity of the digested milk could 
be aUrihulcd entirely to the pancreatin added for digestion. 'I'hc growth- 
stimulating activity of the enzymatic digest of casein may also have been 
introduced Avith the enzyme preparation. A commercial trypsin prepara- 
tion also exhibited considerable activity, 'j’lic factor of the enz 3 'mc prep- 
arations was not inactivated by autocla^'ing. Of a number of substances 
of microbiological interest that were tested onkv those compotinds con- 
taining a desoxyriboside comiionent were active; i.r., dcsox.yril)nnuclcic 
acid, thymine desoxyriboside, and guanine desoxj'ribosidc ('fable V). 
Ribonucleic acid was inactive and did not inhibit, the activity of ficsoxy- 
ribonucleic acid when added at a concentration o timc.s greater. Other 


Tabu: IV 

Effect of Skim Human Milk in h’cutralization of Toriciln of Directed Cow'e Milk 
Strain A, IG hours incubation. 


Supplement to complete medium* 

0.1 ii acid 


ml. 

1. Control . . ... 

12.5 

2. 5 ml. digested human milk . ... . . 

i 12.0 

3. 5 “ “ cow’s “ . . . 

i 2.7 

4. Steam distillate of (2) . . . , 

i 0.5 

5. “ " “ (3) 

0.2 

6. (5) + 4 ml. skim human milk . . 

1 12.3 


* 0.1 per cent Tween SO added as source of unsaturated fatty acid. 


inactive substances, tested alone and in combination, include tomato 
juice, glutamine, thymine, a strepogenin concentrate, pjo-idoxamine phos- 
phate, ascorbic acid, and vitamin Bi®. These findings have been reported 
in a preliminarj’- paper (15). 

Comparison of Strains — Six strains of lactobacilli, isolated from stools 
of infants fed human milk, have been studied during the course of this 
investigation. These strains were isolated on the liver infusion-human 
milk agar and subcultured daily on a similar liquid medium under ana- 
erobic conditions. The strains required anaerobiosis upon primary isola- 
tion and the cells exhibited the bifid morphology. Upon subsequent 
transfers the bifid morphologj'' was replaced by rod forms and the organ- 
isms became aerobic. These findings are in agreement with those re- 
ported by the majority of investigators (7). 

With the recognition of the inhibitory nature of the sodium citrate 
buffer of the medium used early in this study and the demonstration of a 
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requirement for an imsaturated fatty acid factor and a factor present in 
pancreatin, differences in the growtli beha\dor of the various strains be- 
came understandable. Similarities in strains became apparent and it 
was possible to classify the six strains in three groups based on requirement 


Table V 

Growlh Aclivily of Desoxynbosides 
Strain I, 16 hours incubation. 


Supplement 

0 02 N NaOH minus blank* 

1 Blank 

ml 

(1 7) 

2 50 7 desoxj’nbonucleio acid 

11 3 

3. 5 " “ " 

3 1 

4. 5 “ thymine desoxyribosidef I 

9 7 

5. 1 “ “ “ 


6. 5 “ guanine “ t 

6 5 

7. 1 ** ** 

3.2 

8 0 001-1 0 7 vitamin Bnf 

0.0 

9. 100 7 thymine 

0 0 

10 10 mg ascorbic acid (non-autoclaved) 

0 0 

11. 50 7 ribonucleic acid 

0 0 

12 (3) -t- (11) 

3 0 

13. 50 7 pancreatin, Viobin 

11.5 


* 2 ml. of medium. 

tWe are indebted to Dr W Shive for the thymidine, to Dr. S. Cohen for the 
guanine desoxyriboside, and to Merck and Company, Inc , for the vitamin Bj^ 


Table VI 

Classification of L bifidus Strains 


Strains 

Unsaturated fatty acid 
requircmenl* 

Pancreatin* 

requirement 

Relative sensitivity 
to citrate 

A and B 

-H 

0 

0 

I “ J 

+ 

+ 

"f" 

H “ L 

0 

0 

+ 


* Acid hydrolysate of casein medium 


for imsaturated fatty acid and pancreatin factors and sensitivity to cit- 
rate inhibition (Table VI). 


DISCUSSION 

The grovTh of L. bifidus mutants on a semisynthetic medium containing 
enzymatically digested casein and fortified vith milk vas dependent on 
the presence of an imsaturated fatty acid factor in the milk and of a fac- 
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tor in enzymatic digest of casein wliosc activity could be replaced by 
desoxyribosidcs. Oleic acid and other unsaturatcd fatty acids have been 
shown to be growth essentials for certain strains of laclobacilli (12, 13, 
16), and for other strains the biotin requirement is replaceable by unsat- 
uratcd fatt}’' acids (14, 17, 18). All of the strains isolated during the 
present investigation were of the former type; i.c., the addition of unsat- 
urated fatty acid was necessary for the growth of the strains in a medium 
containing an ample amount of biotin. 

The growth activity of thymine dcsoxyriboside (thymidine), guanine 
desoxjuiboside, and of desoxyribonucleic acid for strain I confirms the 
recent report of Kitajs ct al. (19) and of Hoff-.Tprgcnscn (20) that the effect 
of thymidine in growth stimulation of lactobacilli is not a specific effect 
but dependent on the desoxjTiboside structure. A number of investiga- 
tors have reported that thymidine will replace vitamin Bu as growth 
factor for certain lactobacilli (21). Although thymidine was growth- 
stimulatory for strain I, vitamin Bn was totally ineffective. It has been 
postulated that vitamin Bn functions in the sjTithcsis of the desoxyri- 
boside component of nucleic acid (19, 20). If this is tnie, the addition 
of vitamin Bn alone will not promote sjmthcsis of dcsoxjTiboside by 
strain I. The strain of Thcnnobaclcrimn acidophilnm Ric studied by 
Hoff-J0rgensen (20) is similar to strain I in that th 5 midinc cannot be 
replaced by vitamin Bn; it differs from strain I in that tryptic digest of 
casein cannot replace the thjmidine. The microbiological assay of xiio.- 
min Bn is complicated by the fact that with the organisms commonly 
used for assay what is measm-ed in a given sample is the sum of vitamin 
Bn and dcsoxyriboside activity. A concomitant assay with strain I, 
therefore, should permit a correction for the desoxjTibosidc acti\dty. 

The dcsoxyriboside activitj’' of a partially purified tiypsin preparation 
cautions against the common procedure of adding trypsinized casein as 
source of strepogenin to assay media for the stimulation of early groAvth of 
the assay organisms. In addition to strepogenin other factors may be 
added, and it must be emphasized that these factors are not necessarily 
of casein origin but maj’- be present in the enzyme preparations. 

The importance of imsaturated fatty acids for the multiplication of L. 
bifidus in the intestine of the infant may only be surmised from the results 
of this study. The strains emploj'ed have been considered as mutants or 
variants of the bacteria commonly observed in smears of infants’ stools, 
since the anaerobic bifid organisms originally isolated gradually changed 
on subsequent transfers to rods that could be cultured aerobically. Pre- 
liminary investigations in this laboratory indicate that these lactobacilli 
can be maintained in the bifid state on a chemically defined medium. 
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It is planned to compare the growth requirements of bifid organisms with 
those of the rod-like variants. 


SUMMARY 

Anaerobic bifid lactobacilli isolated from the stools of breast-fed infants 
gradually changed upon subsequent subculture to rod-like aerobes. These 
variants of Lactobacillus bifidus could be grovm on a semisynthetic medium 
containing enzjnnatic digest of casein if the medium were supplemented 
irith human or cow’s milk. Human milk contained a concentration of 
the grovdh factor 5 times greater than that of cow’s milk. The growth 
factor of milk was found to be associated with the unsaturated fatty acid 
fraction. Unsaturated fatty acids, such as oleic, linoleic, and vaccenic, 
and related compounds also exhibited growth stimulation. The growth 
activity of whole millc was greatly increased by pancreatic digestion, and 
after digestion human milk and cow’s milk were of equal activity. High 
concentrations of digested cow’s milk, but not of human milk, were foimd 
to inhibit bacterial growth. 

In addition to the unsaturated fatty acid factor, several of the strains 
required a stimulatory factor present in enz 3 Tnatic digest of casein, pan- 
creatin, or tiypsin preparations. Compounds containing a desoxyribos- 
ide component were also found to be active. Ciystalline vitamin B 12 could 
not replace the actmty of the desoxinibosides. 

The authors are indebted to E. Poster, A. Avery, R. Steenberg. F. 
Drexel, and G. Durbin for technical assistance. 
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WATER-SOLUBLE POLYSACCHARIDES OF SWEET CORN* 
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The water-soluble polysaccharides of sweet com {Zea mays), particularly 
Golden Bantam, have been examined by different workers who arrived 
at somewhat different conclusions. These workers separated the water- 
e.xtractable material into two fractions on the basis of solubility in 67 per 
cent acetic acid. The more soluble fraction, which stains red with iodine, 
was considered a plant gl 5 '-cogen, and the name “ph 5 doglycogen” was sug- 
gested for it b 5 ’’ Sumner and Somers (1). The more insoluble fraction, 
which stains blue with iodine, was considered as starch by Morris and 
Morris (2) and Hassid and McCready (3), while Sumner and Somers 
considered it a polysaccharide distinct from starch and suggested the 
name “gl 3 'coamylose” for it. On ofasetadag the iodine-stained gfyeoamy- 
lose fraction microscopically, Cameron (4) found both blue-staining and 
red-staining particles and, therefore, considered the fraction impure. 
Cameron shows that, in corns of different endosperm tj-pe, as the amount 
of amylose increases, the amount of glycoam 3 dose also increases. Since 
the am 3 dose-like nature of the gtycoamylose has not been established and 
since it has been our experience that even am 3 dose degraded to the extent 
that it stains red with iodine is not readily water-soluble, the present in- 
vestigation was undertaken to obtain further information on the nature 
of glycoam 3 dose. For comparison, the ph 3 d,oglycogen fraction was also 
reexamined. 


EXPERIMENTAL 

Isolation of Water-Soluble Poly saccharides — Although polysaccharides 
were isolated from open pollinated Golden Bantam, open pollinated Coun- 
try Gentleman, and inbred line Purdue 39A sweet com, e.xperimental 
results are given only for one of these, namely Golden Bantam. All data 
are reported on a dry weight basis. The isolation procedure is based 
on that of Sumner and Somers (1) and of Hassid and jMcCread 3 ^ (3). 95 
per cent ethanol was used in all precipitations. 

Air-dried mature corn was finely ground and 500 gm. were e.xtracted 
for 30 minutes at 15-20° with 1500 ml. of 10 per cent trichloroacetic acid. 
The solids were separated by centrifugation and ree.xtracted with 750 

* Contribution by the Department of .Agricultural Chemistry, Purdue University 
Agricultural E.vperiment Station, Journal Paper l\o. 403. 
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ml. of trichloroacetic acid solution. Both extracts ■were combined and 
clarified by passage through a supercentrifuge at, 40,000 h.p.:u. 2 volumes 
of ethanol wore slowly added with rapid stirring, the precipitate was al- 
lowed to settle, and the supernatant liquid decanted. The precipitate 
was alternately washed with ethanol in a Waring blcndor and filtered 
until free of acid. The precipitate was dried in vacuo over calciiim chlo- 
ride. The yield Avas 26 per cent. On extraction with hot 85 per cent me- 
thanol (5), 0.7 per cent of fatty substances was removed. This quantity 
corresponds to that Avhich can be removed under similar conditions fn 
commercial corn-starch. , 

The polysaccharide mixture was further separated into two fractio 
A 100 gm. portion was mixed with 1000 ml. of water, healed on a steam 
bath for several minutes, and then autoclaved 2 hours at 15 pounds pres- 
sure. '\\nren cold, the solution was passed through a supcrcentrifugc to 
remove precipitated protein (2.7 per cent). 2 volumes of glacial acetic 
acid were added, and the mixture was held overnight at 5°. The super- 
natant solution containing phytoglj^cogen (Fraction 2) was decanted. 
The precipitated glj’’coamylosc (Fraction 1) was washed with ethanol in 
a Waring blcndor, filtered, dissolved in 500 ml. of water, adjusted to pll 
6.5 with sodium hydroxide, and precipitated by the addition of 1.5 volumes 
of ethanol. The precipitate was Avashed Avith scA'cral portions of ethanol 
in a Waring blcndor and dried w vacuo over calcium chloride. The 3 'icld 
was 82 per cent of the soluble pol 3 '’saccharidc mixture. 

Fraction 2 AA'as isolated from the supernatant solution bj’ precipitation 
AAuth 1.5 Amlumes of ethanol. It AA'as then treated in the same manner as 
Fraction 1 except that 2 Amlumcs of ethanol AA'crc used in the final pre- 
cipitation. The jdeld Avas 15 per cent of the soluble polysaccharide mix- 
ture. 

Based on the original sweet com. Fraction 1 Avas obtained in 21 per 
cent yield and Fraction 2 in 4 per cent jdeld. 

In the separation of the two fractions, storage overnight at 5° has no 
adverse effect, since identical results are obtained if the precipitate is 
worked up immediately. 

Purification of Fraction 1 — In the solid state or in solutions of about 1 
per cent or more concentration. Fraction 1 is colored blue bj’" iodine. The 
blue-staining portion is removed by adsorption on cotton (6). Thus, if 
a 1 per cent solution of the carboh 3 '’drate is passed through a column of 
previously washed U. S. P. absorbent cotton, the effluent yields a laA’-cndcr 
color with iodine, while the blue-staining material is bound near the top 
of the column. Its position can be located bj’' extrading the column and 
strealdng with iodine solution. About 3 per cent of the fraction is ad- 
sorbed by the cotton. This was indicated by passing 400 ml. of a 1 per 
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cent solution of Fraction 1 through a cotton column 34 X 200 mm. After 
the column was washed with 300 ml. of water, the washings and filtrate 
were combined, concentrated, and the solids determined by e'vaporation 
of 10 ml. portions on Filter-Cel (7). The reco’smry was 97 per cent. 

Larger amounts of purified Fraction 1 were prepared by passing 300 
ml. of 10 per cent solution through a column of cotton 40 X 600 mm., 
washing with 600 ml. of water, concentrating the combined solutions 
vacuo, and precipitating ivith ethanol. 

' ‘ ’'eparalion of Limit Dexlrins — Limit dextrins were prepared essentially 
'‘•irding to the procedure of Hodge, Montgomery, and Hilbert (8) ex- 
for the added precaution of inactivating any a-amylase present in 


Table I 

End-Group Assay of Limil Dextrins by Periodate Oxidation 



Dextrin from total water-soluble Golden Bantam 
sweet com polysaccharide 

Dextrin from white 
potato amylopectin, 

0.4 gm. sample* 


0.2 gm. sample* ' 

0.4 gm. sample* ' 

Time, krs ' 

73 

120 

168 

73 

120 

168 

73 

120 

168 

Glucose residue per 

moles 

metes 

motes 

moles 

motes 

moles 

moles 

moles 

moles 

mole formic acid 

Periodate per mole glu- 

9.0 

8.0 

7.4 

8.4 i 

7.8 

7.5 

13.0 

12.0 

12.0 

cose residue, found. 
Periodate per mole 
glucose residue, cal- 

1.15 

1.19 

1 

1.20 

1.05 

1.10 

1.13 

1.02 

1.07 

1.10 

culated 

1.11 

1.13 

1.14 

1.12 

1.13 

1.13 

1.08 

1.08 

1.08 


* The sample weight was dissolved in 100 ml. of 5 per cent potassium chloride 
solution; 10 ml. of water and 10 ml. of 0.3 m sodium periodate solution were added. 


the wheat /3-amylase extract by lowering the pH to 3.0 for 2 hours at 30° 
(9). The enzyme brought about a 52 per cent conversion of white potato 
amylopectin; Hodge et al. (8) report 54 per cent. For Fractions 1 and 2, 
the limits of hydrolysis were 47 and 45 per cent, respectively, and were 
reached in 2 days, whereupon they remained constant for 4 days, even 
when fresh enzyme solution was added each day. In the isolation of the 
limit dextrins, ethanol was employed for precipitation and washing, since 
the limit dextrins were found to be soluble in 50 per cent ethanol. Even 
so, the limit dextrin of Fraction 2 -n'as partially soluble, for only 56 per 
cent was recovered. On the other hand, 92 per cent of the limit dextrin 
of Fraction 1 was recovered. 

Periodate End-Group Assay — ^The method of Hirst et al. (10) was used 
without change, as it seems to work well -with amylopectin-hke materials. 
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Results obtained on the limit dextrin of the total water-soluble fraction 
of sweet corn and the limit dextrin of while potato nmylopcctin (Table 
show that the formic acid jiroduction levels off satisfactorily and that the 
end-group value obtained is independent of sample size. The amount of 
periodate consumed was also determined (11). The values found arc 
in good agreement with the theoretical amounls for materials with the 
end-group assays shown. The value of 12 found for the amylopoctin 
limit dextrin of white potato is consistent with the end-group assay of 
24 to 20 for white potato am 3 ’'lopcctin (12) and the extent of hj'drolysis 
(52 per cent) for the amjdopcctin. 

Results obtained by this method of end-group assay for Fraction 1 and 
2 and their limit dextrins arc shown in Table II. 


TAni.i; TI 

Pro-perlies of Fractions I and 2 from Golden Bantam Sweet Corn 


Polysaccharide 

Color with 
iodine 

i 

Cupric chloride 
pattern 

Appearance 
of 1 per rent 
water solution 

Conver- 
sion to 
maltose 
by wheat 
P-amyl- 
nsc 

Periodate 

end-nroup 

assay 




1 

fer cent 


Crude Fraction 1 

Blue 

Gb'cogcn type 

Opalescent 



Purified Fraction 1 

Lavender 


tt 

•17 

12 

Fraction 1 limit dex- 

Purple 


(t 


7 

trin 






Fraction 2 

Purple-gray 

Glj'cogen type 

Clear 

•15 

11 

“ 2 limit 

None 





dextrin 





H 


Detenninatioii of Color with Iodine — ^As the color of these imb^saccharide 
solutions varies a great deal with the concentration of the carbohj’dratc 
and of the iodine, all colors were detennined bj'' adding 2 drops of 0.01 N 
iodine solution to 5 ml. of a 1 per cent solution of the carbohj-’drate. 

DISCUSSION 

Different workers have not always obtained the same yields of Fractions 
1 and 2 from Golden Bantam sweet com. This variation is shown in 
Table III. The differences are probably due to environmental modi- 
fications of the quantity and nature of the water-soluble extract. Cam- 
eron (4) has shovTi that such differences , ma}’- be expected among 
corns of various endospeim types. 

Examination of the crude Fraction 1 shows that it stains blue with 
iodine only in the solid state or in solutions of concentration greater than 
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1 per cent. It does not take up an appreciable amount of iodine during 
potentiometric titration according to the established procedure (13) and 
gives no spectral absorption typical of the amylose-iodine complex (14). 
Likevrise, aqueous solutions of the fraction fail to precipitate when sub- 
jected to the butanol fractionation procedure (15). On the other hand, 
a small amount of blue precipitate forms when the aqueous solution is 
treated with iodine. On passage of an aqueous solution of the fraction 
through a column of cotton (6), the blue-staining material, which amounts 
to 3 per cent of the fraction, is preferentially adsorbed by the cotton and 
can be detected as a zone by streaking the extruded chromatogram with 
iodine. These facts indicate the presence of a small amount of amylose 
or amylose-like material as a constituent of the fraction. After purifica- 
tion by passage through cotton. Fraction 1 stains lavender with iodine, 
produces opalescent solutions, and has an end-group assay of 12. It is 


Table III 

Yields of Fractions 1 and 2 from Golden Bantam Sweet Corn 


Investigators 

Fraction 1 

Fraction 2 

Morris and Morris (2) 

^cr cent 

1 


Hassid and McCready (3) 

10-15 


Sumner and Somers (1) 

Meyer and Fuld (16) 

10 

1 


Dvonch and Whistler , 

21 

m 


* Based on fresh com 


hydrolyzed to the extent of 47 per cent by wheat /3-amylase to give a limit 
dextrin staining purple with iodine and having an end-group assay of 7. 
From these observations, it is evident that the name “glycoamylose” is 
unsuited to Fraction 1 and particularly to purified Fraction 1, because the 
fraction is quite unlike amylose. 

Fraction 2 differs from that of Morris and Morris by staining a faint 
purple-gray with iodine and by producing clear water solutions. It is 
hydrolyzed by wheat ^-amylase to the extent of 45 per cent, confirming 
the recent work of Meyer and Fuld (16), which is in disagreement with 
that of Morris (17). It has an end-group assay of 11, and its limit dex- 
trin one of 7. 

Identical cupric chloride crystallization patterns (18) are given by crude 
Fraction 1 and Fraction 2 and by glycogen. The limit dextrin of the 
total water-soluble polj'^saccharides also gives the same pattern. Com 
amylopectin and its limit dextrin give the dextrin pattern reported by 
Morris and Morris (2). 
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From these data, summarized in Table II, it would seem that the puri- 
fied Fraction 1 is structural!}'’ similar to imlysaccharido Fraction 2, es- 
pecially since Ilassid and McCrcady (3) report similar molecular weights 
for their methyl ethers. 

One of the fundamental structural differences between glycogen and 
amylopectin is the greater frequency of branching in the fonner substance. 
From the data given here, it is apparent that the degree of branching for 
the water-soluble sweet corn fractions corresponds to that found in gly- 
cogen. The fractions differ from glycogen in their color with iodine. 

li^nfile practically all of the water-soluble polysaccharides of various 
sweet corns, such as Golden Bantam, may be considered glycogen-like 
in their degree of branching, there seems to be no advantage gained in 
designating them as glycogen. The term glycogen has long been used 
in the biochemical literature to designate the branched glucan which is 
the polysaccharide reseiwe of animals and yeasts, and use of the terra may 
well be restricted to this designation. Various types of glycogen occur 
which may differ slightly in their stmeture. As Meyer (19) has pointed 
out, glycogen is not a pure chemical entity, but is rather a biological con- 
ception. Likewise, amylopectins of different stioictural types occur in 
plants. It is quite likely that further work will bring to light amylopectins 
with quite different degrees of branching. Consequently, it might be 
more logical to consider the water-soluble glucans of sweet coni as simply 
highly branched amylopectins. 

The authors wish to thank Mr. J. E. Hodge and Dr. B. J. Dimler of the 
Northern Regional Research Laboratoiy for the samples of corn amylo- 
pectin and corn amylopectin limit dextrin used in this work. 

SUMMARY 

The two water-soluble polysaccharides of sweet corn were studied and 
were found to be similar in their properties. Both of them are amylo- 
pectin- or glycogen-like. It is suggested that they be considered amylo- 
pectins. 
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CREATINUEIA DURING RECOVERY PROM AMINOPTERIN- 
INDUCED FOLIC ACID DEFICIENCY IN THE MONKEY* 
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With the Assistance of William E. Mahtindale, Claibe Jeanne Olds, 
Margahet J. Pankey, and Dolph T. Wells 

(From llie DepaTlmeni of Biochemislry, School of Medicine, University of 
Arkansas, Little Rock) 

(Received for publication, August 10, 1949) 

Several reports (1-3) have indicated that folic acid^ is involved in glycine 
metabolism. Since glycine is a precursor of both creatine and purines, 
it seemed desirable to study the effects of folic acid deficiency on the 
excretion of creatine, creatinine, uric acid, and allantoin by rhesus monkeys. 
Day and coworkers (4) have shown that monkeys require folic acid in the 
diet; however, it may require many months to produce the deficiency state 
by dietary means alone. For these studies we resorted to the use of the 
folic acid antagonist 4:-aniinopteroylglutamie acid (aminopterin). Studies 
were made of urinary nitrogen partition in monkeys during the induced 
deficiency and while recovering from aminopterin treatment, of monkeys 
given aminopterin until death, and of monkeys receiving large doses of 
folic acid without previous aminopterin treatment. 

Several control animals were studied to measure the normal urinary 
partition, since the literature contains very few such data for the rhesus 
monkey. The average values foimd, as mg. per kilo of body weight per 
day, were uric acid 1.7, allantoin 8.4, and creatinine 34.7. These normal 
monkeys were found to excrete only insignificant amounts of creatine, and 
usually none at all. During recovery from aminopterin treatment, how- 
ever, a very high creatinuria was observed. The excretion of uric acid 
and allantoin was greatly elevated. The excretion of these nitrogenous 
constituents returned to normal levels after a period of time. 

EXPERIMENTAL 

Sexually immature, male, rhesus monkeys, weighing from 2.5 to 4.0 
kilos each, were housed in steel metabolism cages equipped with stainless 
steel funnel-shaped trays for the collection of urine. They were fed the 

* Research paper No. 887, Journal Series, University of Arkansas. This investi- 
gation was supported by a grant from the Division of Research Grants and Fellow- 
ships of the National Institutes of Health, United States Public Health Service. 
The aminopterin was kindly supplied by Dr. Guy W. Clark, Lederle Laboratories 
Division, American Cyanamid Company, Pearl River, New York. 

‘ PteroylglutamioVcid. 
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diet described by Day and Totter (5). Aminoptcrin was injected intra- 
muscularly in doses of from 0.4 to O.G mg. per day. After a period of from 
5 to 10 days the monkeys exhibited sjunploins of severe folic acid de- 
ficiency, as evidenced by diarrhea and Icucopenia. 'Jlic aminoptcrin was 
then discontinued and the animals were injected with 15 mg. of folic 
acid daily until recovery was complete. Preliminary experiments indi- 
cated that discontinuation of aminoiitcrin was necessary for rccovcrj', 



Fig. 1. Daily excretion of creatine and creatinine per kilo of bodj’ weight during 
aminopterin treatment and during recover}’- therefrom with folic acid (PGA). Mon- 
key 172. 

since the animals would not respond adequatel}’- to folic acid in the dosages 
used while receiving aminopterin. Other monkeys were not permitted to 
recover but were given aminopterin until death; controls were injected 
with 15 mg. of folic acid daily without ha}dng been previouslj^ treated with 
aminopterin. The 24 hour urine samples were collected under toluene and 
the various nitrogenous constituents determined on appropriate aliquots. 
Creatine and creatinine were determined by the method of Folin (6), 
uric acid by the method of Brown (7), and allantoin by the Young-Conway 
procedure (8). 
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

The results of a typical experiment (Monkey 172) are presented in Fig. 
1. This animal was given a total of 3.0 mg. of aminopterin over a 5 day 
period. The 1x11116 blood cell count fell to 4600 cells per fA, on the 7th 
day of the experiment, at which time aminopterin was discontinued. 
After folic acid therapy the white ceU coimt rose rapidly and reached a 
value of 32,000 cells per /^l. on the 14th day of the e.xperiment. The 
monkey refused to eat the diet during the first 5 days of the experiment, 
and it was supposed that the mild creatinuria observed at that time may 
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MGM. creatine + CREATININE 
DAILY PER KILO BODY WT. 


130 


CREATINE 



CREATININE 0 



DAYS 0 5 10 15 

j >^AST ^RATIONS 


Fig. 2. Daily excretion of creatine and creatinine per kilo of body weight by a nor- 
mal monkey (No. 167), showing the effects of complete and partial inanition. 


have been due to inanition. Accordingly a normal monkey (No. 167, 
Fig, 2) was fasted 5 days and then given one-fourth rations for 6 days more. 
Creatinuria developed and on the 4th day of the fast the creatine excretion 
was approximately equal to the creatinine excretion. However, when the 
animal was placed on one-fourth rations, the creatinuria completely dis- 
appeared, indicating that total inanition was necessary to evoke the 
creatinuria. It would seem then that the creatinuria obser\md in Monkey 
172 (Fig. 1) on the 5th day of the experiment ma5^ have been due to in- 
anition. Minor changes in the diet were made on the 5th day, rendering 
it more palatable for the monkey, and it may be noticed that the creatinuria 
almost disappeared. During recovery of this monkey it may be seen that 
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Fig. 3. Daily excretion of creatine and crcalininc per kilo of body weight during 
aminoptcrin-induced folic acid doGcicncj’' and during recovery with folic acid (PGA). 
Monkey 173. 
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Fj:g. 4. Daily excretion of creatine and creatinine per kilo of body weight during 
a fatal experiment. Monkey 169. 


a marked creatinuria developed. Creatine excretion reached a peak on 
the 7th day of folic acid treatment, at ivhich time the total creatinine 
coefficient was 176. This creatinuria was not at the expense of creatinine. 
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The creatinuria rapidly diminished and had almost disappeared by the 
13th day of folic acid treatment. A similar experiment is shown in Fig. 3. 

Fig. 4 gives typical results obtained by injecting a monkey with amino- 
pterin until death. No significant creatinuria was observed, indicating 
that the creatinuria discussed above was the result of recovery from 
aminopterin treatment by the use of folic acid. 
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MOM. ALLANTOIN DAILY 



kAMINOP-— J< PGA > 

I TERIN I 


Fio. 6. Daily uric acid and allantoin excretion per kilo of body weight during and 
following aminopterin-induoed folio acid (PGA) deficiency. Monkey 172. Averages 
of 2 day values. 


Typical results obtained by determination of uric acid and allantoin 
are presented in Fig. 5. The excretion of allantoin was greatly elevated 
during recovery from aminopterin treatment and reached a peak the 
5th day of folic acid therapy. At this time the excretion of allantoin was 
about 4 times as great as the control values. Allantoin excretion had 
returned to normal levels by the 9th day of folic acid treatment. The 
excretion of uric acid followed a similar pattern, reaching a peak at about 
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the 8th day of folic acid treatment and then rapidly returning to normal. 
Data from a monkey given aminopierin until death arc presented in Fig. 6; 
it may be noted that excretion of uric acid and allantoin was not alTccted. 

The injection of 15 mg. of folic acid daily into normal monkeys had no 
consistent effect on the excretion of uric acid and allantoin and did not 
evoke creatinuria. 
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Fig. 6. Daily excretion of uric acid and allantoin per kilo of bod}’ weight in a fatal 
experiment. Monkey 170. 


The elevated uric acid and allantoin excretions observed during recover}’’ 
of these monkeys from aminopterin treatment may reflect an accelerated 
purine synthesis. These animals were rapidly producing white blood 
cells, and an elevated uric acid excretion is known to be associated with 
leucemia in man. 

Details of peripheral blood and bone marrow cj'tology wall be reported 
in detail elsewhere. It is of interest to point out here, however, that the 
point of maximum creatine, uric acid, and allantoin excretion coincided 
approximately with the point of maximum white cell response. 
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The creatinuria obsen’’ed in these experiments occurred at a time when 
the monkeys were recovering and were maintaining body weight. It 
would seem then that it could not be attributed merely to loss of body 
creatine. It is possible that this creatinuria was the result of a greatly 
accelerated S3Tithesis of creatine, and that this accelerated creatine syn- 
thesis is associated with recovery from aminopterin treatment. It might 
then follow that during the aminopterin-induced deficiency state creatine 
synthesis was curtailed. 


StTMlUAET 

Juvenile male rhesus monkeys were housed in individual steel metabo- 
lism cages equipped with funnel-shaped stainless steel pans for urine 
collections. Average normal values for the following nitrogenous urine 
constituents, expressed as mg, of substance per kilo of body weight in 24 
hours, were found to be uric acid 1.7, allantoin 8.4, and creatinine 34.7. 
Creatine e.xcretion was negligible. 

Certain animals were gi'ren a folic acid-deficient diet. Aminopterin 
was given parenterallj’’ in sufficient amount (0.4 to 0.6 mg. per day for 5 
to 8 days) to produce diarrhea and profound leucopenia. A mild crea- 
tinuria developed in some of the monkej’S during this period. The monkeys 
were then given large doses of folic acid. The recovery phase was char- 
acterized by a marked increase in urinary output of uric acid and allantoin, 
and by a very high creatimuia; one monkey showed a maximum excretion 
of 140 mg. of creatine per kilo of body weight in 24 hours. The creatinuria 
greatly exceeded that produced in a normal control monkey by complete 
withdrawal of food. The peak of creatine excretion coincided approxi- 
mately with the point of maximum white cell response. The adminis- 
tration of large doses of folic acid to a normal monkey did not alter the 
amounts of the urinary nitrogen constituents measured. 

The data suggest that folic acid is involved in creatine formation. 
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PRODUCTS OF THE OXIDATION OF GLYCOLIC ACID AND 
/-LACTIC ACID BY ENZYIMES FROM TOBACCO LEAI^* 

Br X. E. TOLBERT, C. O. CLAGETT.f axd R. H. BURRIS 

{From the Department of Biochemistry, College of Agriculture, University of 

Wisconsin, Madison) 

(Received for publication, August 13, 1949) 

An enzyme catalj’’zing the oxidation of Z-a-h 3 '(iroxj’monocarboxylic acids 
has been reported earlier (1). It oxidizes gl 3 'cohc acid (opt im u m pH 
range 7.8 to 8.6) about three times as rapidl 3 ' as Z-Iactic acid (optimum pH 
7.6). The enz 3 'me is of particular interest because of its high actmty, 
its tvide distribution among green plants, its absence from etiolated plants, 
its imusually lotv energ 3 ’’ of activation, and because it ma 3 ' function as a 
terminal oxidase in plants. Gl 3 ''colic acid, though apparently' present in 
man3’ plants, has not been associated with any ph3'5iological function of 
the plants. 

In the present investigation, a procedure has been worked out for further 
purification of the enz 3 Tne (Qo- (IsH about 50,000). This enz 3 me prepara- 
tion oxidized gl 3 ’'colic acid, \'ia glyoxylic acid, to formic acid and C 02 . 
Lactic acid is oiddized to pyruvic acid. 

EXPERGEENT-AL 

Methods — ^hleasurements were made in Warburg respirometers at 30°. 
Values for e.q. were determined in Warburg flasks with a simple and a 
Siamese side arm ((2), p. 112). One sac of the Siamese side arm contained 
a filter paper wick and 0.5 ml. of 2 n sodium h 3 ’’droxide (previously treated 
with excess barium chloride to remove sodium carbonate) or 0.5 ml. of 
saturated barium hy'droidde; the other sac contained 0.5 ml. of 4 x hydro- 
chloric acid. The course of the oxy^gen uptake could be followed, and 
the total CO 2 hberated could be measured at any time by tipping the acid 
into the alkali and then mixing the entire contents of the flask. The pH 
thus was lowered to 1.0 or less, the enzyme was inactivated, and bound 
CO 2 was released. In a control flask, the acid was added at the beginning 
of the nm to measure the initial bound CO 2 in the solutions. In some ex- 
periments the combined contents of the flask were brought only to pH 

* Published with the approval of the Director of the 'Wisconsin Agricultural 
Experiment Station. Supported in part by the Research Committee of the Graduate 
School from funds supplied by the Wisconsin Alumni Research Foundation and 
by funds from the Wisconsin Agricultural Experiment Station. 

t Present address, ICorth Dakota Agricultural College, Fargo, Xorth Dakota. 
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5.0; almost all of the bound CO 2 is released under these conditions but 
decomposition of acid-labile compounds is minimized. 

In experiments designed for the isolation of the produefs of the reac- 
tions, Warburg flasks of 110 ml. volume vcrc used. The flasks verc filled 
with tank ox 3 ’-gen, and mercury was used as the manomcicr fluid. 

Maicriah — Commercial gl^^colic acid and d/-lactic acid were used for 
large scale runs. 

Gljmxjdic acid was prepared b}'^ the oxidation of ri-dibutyl tartrate with 
PbaOi in the presence of glacial acetic acid or with Icarl tetraacetate fol- 
lowed by careful saponification of the but}’’! glyoxylate.* The acid was 
isolated as the dihydrated barium salt. Although the formula for glyox- 
ylic acid is written as CIIO-COOH, it actually exists as the monohydratc, 
CH(0H)2-C00H, and the water of hydration cannot be removed by heat- 
ing without further decomposing the acid (3). Thus glyoxylic acid may 
be considered as an a-hydroxy acid, and its oxidation by the enz}’7nc in 
question is not surprising. 

The semicarbazone of glyoxylic acid could be prepared from the acid 
and semicarbazide, but it was more convenient to form this derivative by 
refluxing chloral hydrate and semicarbazide hydrochloride for 30 min- 
utes (4). The semicarbazone was readily rccrystallizcd from hot water. 

Tobacco leaves were used exclusively ns the source of the enzyme. The 
enzyme was concentrated by means of precipitation vith sodium sulfate 
and ammonium sulfate, as already reported (]); such preparations are 
designated as salt-precipitated enz}ane. These have a Qo. (N) of about 
2000, contain about 88 per cent of the original activity of the tobacco sap, 
and can be dial}’'zed against water at 5° overnight without loss of activity. 
During dialysis, some protein material precipitates and can be removed 
by centrifugation. The dialyzed solution has a pH of about G.O; after 
it is adjusted to pli 7.5 to 8.0 it may bo stored frozen for months without 
appreciable loss of acthdty. If the dialyzed solution is lyophilized and 
stored under vacuum, it also retains its activity. Although the lyophilized 
powder contains only about 62 per cent of the total actiA'ity of the salt- 
precipitated enzyme, the enz}Tne is greatly purified by this treatment. 
When the lyophilized material is triturated with cold buffer at pH 8.0, 
the greater part of the material does not dissolve and can be removed by 
centrifugation from the soluble enzyme. The supernatant has a Qo, (N) 
of about 50,000; it is designated as the lyophilized enzyme. 

Resxdts 

Oxidation of l-Laclic Acid — ^When Z-lactic acid is used as the substrate 
for the salt-precipitated enzyme, 1 atom of oxygen is taken up per mole 

* Lauer, W. M., personal communication. 
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of lactic acid oxidized, r.q. values are low, varying from 0.2 to 0.3. The 
uptake of 1 atom of oxj^gen suggests the formation of p 3 Truvic acid. To 
test this, 5 ml. of dHactic acid in about 500 ml. of reaction mixture were 
oxidized at pH 8.0 in phosphate buffer by the salt-precipitated enzjrme. 
After 8 hours, concentrated h 3 ^drochloric acid was added to bring the pH 
to 2.0. The precipitated protein was centrifuged off and a 2,4-dinitro- 
phen 3 'lli 3 "drazone derivative was prepared, redissolved in ethyl acetate, 
extracted with 10 per cent sodium carbonate, and reprecipitated by acidi- 
fication. The melting point was 221° (corrected); the melting point of 
the 2,4-dinitrophen3’Ih3’’drazone of authentic pyruvic acid and the mixed 
melting point also were 221° (corrected). The acid equivalent was 269; 
theor 3 ’-, 268. E\'identl 3 ’’ the main product of the oxidation of Z-lactic acid 
b 3 ’’ the enz 3 Tne from tobacco leaves is pyruvic acid. Pyruvic acid did 
not support ox 3 ’’gen uptalie nor carbon dioxide output b 3 ’’ the salt-pre- 
cipitated enz 3 Tne. The small but significant amoimt of carbon dioxide 
released when lactic acid was oxidized has not been explained. 

Oxidation of Glycolic Acid — In the enzymatic oxidation of glycolic acid, 
1 mole of oxygen is consumed per mole of glycohc acid oxidized. This 
value is constant regardless of the degree of purification of the enzyme. 
In contrast to the constancy of oxygen uptake, CO 2 output per unit of 
substrate was variable. Each preparation of tobacco sap or salt-pre- 
cipitated enz 3 me gave a different r.q. The r.q. values generally ranged 
from 0.2 to 0.4 for the tobacco sap and from less than 0.1 to around 0.6 
for the salt-precipitated or salt-precipitated and dialyzed enz 3 me. The 
R.Q. of the highly purified lyophihzed enz 3 me, however, was consistently 
1.00 ± 0 . 02 . 

Isolation of Derivative of Glyoxylic Acfd— The 2,4-dinitrophenylhydra- 
zone of glyoxyhc acid was isolated from the enz 3 matic oxidation of 2 to 
3 gm. of glycolic acid in a volume of about 200 ml. The isolation of a 
glyoxyhc acid derivative was possible only when the enz 3 matic oxidation 
of glycohc acid did not run to completion, for when the total oxygen 
uptake corresponded to 1 mole of ox 3 ’’gen per mole of glycohc acid, no 
hydrazone could be isolated. This indicated that glyoxyhc acid was an 
intermediate and not an end-product. The method of isolation and pu- 
rification was the same as for the 2 , 4 -dimtrophen 3 '^lh 3 '’drazone of p 3 TTii'ic 
acid, except that the glyoxyhc acid derivative was recr 3 ’’stalhzed from 50 
per cent ethyl alcohol. Its melting point was 188-190°, as was a mixed 
melting point with authentic glyoxyhc acid 2 , 4 -dinitrophen 3 'Ih 3 ’’drazone. 
Microanalysis showed H 2.61 per cent, and C 38.19 per cent; theoiy, 
2.41 per cent and 38.40 per cent respectivel 3 ’’. 

Compounds such as hydroxylamine, semicarbazide, phen 3 'lh 3 ’'drazine, 
2,4-dinitrophenylhydrazine, and ethylenedianune block the oxidation of 
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glyoxj'^lic acid. Manonietric measurements .sliowcd (hat a final concen- 
tration of 0.1 scmiearliaziclo blocked the oxidation of 0.0007 M glj^colic 
acid after 1 atom of oxygon had been taken up per mole of glycolic acid; 
no COo was released. This is only half (he total oxygon uplnko observed 
in the normal glycolic acid oxidation. 

In large scale runs, gl.ycolic acid was oxidized by salt-iirecipitated cn- 
230110 in the presence of scmicarbazidc. At the end most of the proteins 
were removed by adjusting to pH 1, and, upon standing overnight, a semi- 
carbazone was precipitated. It was rcciystallized from hot water after 
clarification with activated charcoal. The melting point was 2M-21G° 
(decomposition), as was the mixed melting point with authentic gl3’0X3'lic 
acid semicarbazone. The neutralization equivalent was 130; thenr3’ for 
gl3’’0X3dic acid semicarbazone, 131. A wet carbon anali'.sis indieated 27.1 
per cent carbon; thcoiy, 27.5 per cent. The semicarbazone of (he en- 
Z3’'maticall3'’ S3mthcsizcd gl3’’oxylic acid and (he semicarbazone of gl3'0X3’lic 
acid formed b}’’ the treatment of chloral h3'dratc with scmicarbazidc each 
3delded a bcnz3d ester which melted without decomposition at 223-225°. 

Oxidation of Glyoxylic Acid to Formic Acid — In the over-all oxidation of 
a mole of glycolic acid b}' the 13'ophilized 0117.3^10, 1 mole of o.X3'gcn is 
talccn up and 1 mole of CO2 is released. As demonstrated, gl3'0X3’lic acid 
is first formed and this reaction requires 0.5 mole of oxygen per mole of 
gl3'’colic acid. When gb'oxylic acid is added ns a substrate to tobacco sap 
or to the various 0023000 preparations, it is oxidized. This alwa3'S is ac- 
companied b3'’ the uptake of 0.5 mole of ox3'gcn, but onl3' with the hvophil- 
ized enz3Tne docs the amount of CO; released approach 1 mole per mole of 
gWoxylic acid oxidized. This discrepanc3’’ in the evolution of CO> among 
the various 0023000 preparations is the same as that observed when gl3'- 
colic acid is the substrate. 

In an attempt to determine the end-products of the o.xidation of ghvcolic 
acid by the lyophilized enzyme and to find which carbon atom of the mol- 
ecule yielded each product, experiments were run with labeled gbvcolic 
acid, either CiTdoOH-COOH or CHsOH-C'^OOII. 100 mg. of C^lioil- 
COOH were dissolved in 10 ml. of phosphate-borate buffer (phosphate 
and borate were each 0.1 u), and the pH was adjusted to 8.2. The bulYer 
solution containing substrate was transferred quantitatively to a large 
Warburg flask with 9 ml. of water. 10 ml. of the l3’’ophilized enz3’me solu- 
tion were placed in a side arm, 1 ml. of 20 per cent potassium h3''droxide 
was placed in a removable side arm, and the S3’’stem was flushed with 
oxygen. After 7 hours, the oxygen uptake corresponded to the oxidation 
of 99 per cent of the glycolic acid. 1 ml. of 4 n hydrochloric acid then 
was added from a side arm to liberate CO2 from the solution, and the 
flask was shaken 30 minutes longer. The potassium hydroxide solution 
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from the flask was treated ^th saturated barium h3'’droxide, and the 
barium carbonate removed bj' centrifugation was washed once vuth CO2- 
free water and twice with methanol. Its radioactivity was measured; 
per mg. of carbon it gave 0.15 count per second. 

The contents of the Warburg flask were heated to 80°, coagulated pro- 
tein was removed, and the solution adjusted to pH 6 and analyzed for 
formic acid bj’’ oxidation with mercimc chloride (5). The oxidation was 
run in a wet carbon apparatus similar to that described by JMcCread}'- and 
Hassid (6). A 12 ml. sample containing less than 10 mg. of formic acid, 
1 ml. of saturated sodium acetate, and 0.2 ml. of 3 n h3^drochloric acid 
was placed in the reaction vessel and CO2 was swept out vdth COa-free 
air. 2.0 ml. of mercuric chloride reagent (10 gm. of mercuric chloride 
plus 15 gm. of sodium chloride made to 100 ml. and filtered) were added. 
The reaction vessel then was heated in a boiling water bath for 2 hours 
while CO;-free air was passed slowly through; the CO2 evolved was cap- 
tured in a Vigreux column containing standard barium h3’’droxide, the 
excess of which was titrated. Analysis of knovm samples of 2 to 10 mg. 
of formic acid gave 98 to 102 per cent recover3L When two 100 mg. 
samples of gl3'colic acid were oxidized by the lyophilized enzyme, they 
yielded 59.4 and 60.5 mg. of formic acid. These 3aelds represent 98.5 
and 100.0 per cent recoveiy of 1 mole of formic acid from each mole of 
glycolic acid oxidized. 

As soon as the excess barium hydroxide was titrated to the end-point 
of phenolphthalein, excess bariiun hydroxide was added, the barium car- 
bonate was removed, and its radioactivity determined as described above. 
Per mg. of carbon the barium carbonate registered 30.4 counts per second. 
The solution remaining in the wet carbon apparatus after the oxidation 
of formic acid contained no detectable radioactmty. Therefore 99.5 per 
cent of the from C^^HaOH-COOH was present in the formic acid. In 
a similar experiment, when CHaOH-C'^OOH was used as a substrate, all 
of the was accounted for in the CO2 evolved and none remained in the 
formic acid. 

The identity of formic acid as an end-product of glycolic acid oxidation 
by the lyophilized enz3ane was substantiated by determination of the 
Duclaux constants and the formation of a solid derivative of the oxida- 
tion product. The three Duclaux values for the acid produced were 3.3, 
4.1, and 4.5. The p-bromophenacyl ester of the acid melted at 140—141°, 
and the mixed melting point with p-bromophenacyl formate was the 
same (7). 

Inhibiiion of Oxidation of Glyoxylic Acid — Oxalic acid at 0.1 11 final 
concentration caused 88 per cent inhibition of the rate of oxidation of 
0.0067 M glyoxylic acid by the salt-precipitated enz3Tne. Under the same 
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conditions the initial rate of oxidation of glycolic acid at 0.0033 m con- 
centration was inhibited 27 per cent (Fig. 1). The oxidation of glycolic 
acid in the presence of 0.1 m oxalic acid proceeds rapidly until one-half of 
the theoretical amount of ox 3 'gcn has been taken up; after this there is 
severe inhibition of an}’’ further oxidation. No CO; is released. This bc- 



Fig. 1. Inhibition of the oxidation of glyoxylic acid by oxalic acid. The fl.asks 
contained Curve A, 0.5 ml. of 0.02 m glycolic acid; Curve B, 0.5 ml. of 0.01 m gh-oxylic 
acid; Curve C, 0.5 ml. of 0.02 gbmolic acid plus 1 ml. of 0.3 .v oxalic acid; and Curve 
D, 0.5 ml. of O.Ot M glyoxylic .acid plus 1 ml. of 0.3 M oxalic acid. In addition each 
flask contained 1 ml. of phosphate-borate buflcr, 0.2 ml. of salt-precipitated en- 
zyme, and water to bring the tot.al volume to 3.0 ml. The pH was adjusted to S.2. 

havior corresponds to the oxidation of g^Tolic acid to gl 3 ’’ox 3 dic acid and 
the inhibition of further oxidation of gh’^ox^’-lic acid. 

Mesoxalic acid, also at a concentration of 0.1 caused a 42 per cent 
inhibition of the rate of oxidation of gb’-oxylic acid. Hj'drazinc, semi- 
carbazide, and ethylenediamine completelj'- inhibited gl 3 ’-ox 3 dic acid oxi- 
dation; they react rapidly with keto compounds. Ascorbic acid at 0.0033 
M concentration caused a 44 per cent inhibition of the rate of oxidation 
at pH 8.0 of 0.0067 m glycolic acid. At a lower pH where glycolic acid 
oxidation was not optimum, ascorbic acid completely inhibited oxidation 
of glycohc acid. 
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Optimum pH — ^As has been observed previously, the rate of oxidation 
of glycolic acid is about constant between pH 7.8 and 8.6. The optimum 
pH for glyoxj'lic acid oxidation is 7.7 (Curve A, Fig. 2). As oxalic acid 



pH 


Fig. 2. Optimum pH for oxidation of glycolic and gb'oxylic acids. The flasks 
contained Curve A, 0.5 ml. of 0.04 ii glyoxylic acid; Curve B, 0.5 ml. of 0.02 m gly- 
colic acid and 1.0 ml. of 0.3 m oxalic acid; Curve C, 0.5 ml. of 0.02 ii gljxolic acid. 
In addition each flask contained 1 ml. of phosphate-borate buffer, 0.1 ml. of salt- 
precipitated enzyme, and sufficient water to bring the total volume to 3.0 ml. ^ The 
pH values are the average of the initial and flnal pH in the flasks after a 10 minute 
period of oxidation. 

mhibits glyoxylic acid oxidation, the optimum pH for the oxidation of 
glycolic acid to glyoxylic acid can be determined in the presence of 0.1 ii 
oxalic acid without confusion with the oxidation of gl 3 *ox 3 'lic acid. Under 
these conditions, gtycolic acid is oxidized most rapidlj' at pH 8.9 (Cur\e 
B, Fig. 2). The pH-activity curve for complete oxidation of gl 3 'colic acid 
(Curve C, Fig. 2) is essentially a combination of Curves A and B. 

Ratios of Rates of Oxidation of l-Ladic, Glycolic, and Glyoxylic Acids 
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The ratios of the initial rates of oxidation of Mactic acid and gljTolic acid 
and of glyoxylic acid and glycolic acid arc given in '■J’ablo I for the various 
enzyme preparations. The results indicate reasonably constant ratios of 
activity on these substrates and suggest that only one enzyme is catalyz- 
ing the oxidation of Z-lactic, gb’-colic, and glyoxylic acids. 


Tahix I 

Ratios of Rales of Oxidation of l-Lar.tic, Glycolic, and Glyoxylic Acids 


Enrjme preparation 

Ratio! of Initial rates of oxidation 

Lactic acid 
Glycolic acid 

1 Glyoxylic acid 

Glycolic acid 


0.50 

0.39 


0..37 

0.55 

0.3G 


0.3S 

“ “ pH 4.5 for 5 min 

0.5-1 

0.21 


O.-IO 

0.20 


0..3-1 

0.3-1 




DISCUSSION 

The important position of p3Tmuc acid in carbohydrate metabolism 
lends interest to the investigation of the enzyme in plants ivhich converts 
lactic to pyruvic acid. In contrast to the cocnz3'me-linlced lactic acid 
dehydrogenase of muscle, the sj^stem oxidizing lactic acid in plants ap- 
parently has no cofactor requirement. 

The function of glycolic acid in plants is unknowm, although there are 
isolated reports of its occurrence in plants (S). Unpubli.shcd experiments 
in our laboratory on the separation of organic acids by partition chroma- 
tography have indicated the presence of gb'colic acid in a number of 
plants. It may be present in sufficient concentration to support active 
respiration in a wide variety of plants. There are few references to the 
presence of glyoxylic acid in plants (9), and no fimction has been assigned 
to it nor to formic acid in plant metabolism. 

The oxidation of a mole of glycolic acid by bmphilized enz^’me prepara- 
tions requires a mole of oxygen and produces a mole of CO2. The first 
step in the oxidation yields glyoxjdic acid, and the oxidative decarbox3da- 
tion of glyoxylic acid yields CO2 and formic acid. 

COOH COOH 

1 1 CO 2 + HC*OOH 

C^HzOH C*HO 

Tests with C^Mabeled glycolic acid have shown that all the formic acid 
produced comes from the alcohol group and the CO2 all comes from the 
carboxyl carbon. Fui'thermore, these tests have shown that probably no 
S3unmetrical molecule, e.g. oxalic acid, is an intermediate in the oxidation. 
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That formic acid and CO 2 are the sole end-products of glycolic acid 
oxidation by the bmphilized enzjTne is substantiated by data on respira- 
tion, by mercuric chloride analysis of the formic acid, by distribution of 
C'* after oxidation of labeled gij'colic acid, by Duclaux values for formic 
acid, and b}' the isolation of p-bromophenacyl formate. Evidence that 
gh’oxj'lic acid is the intermediate between glycolic and formic acids is 
based upon the isolation of the 2,4-dinitrophen3'lhydrazone of glyoxylic 
acid from an incompletelj' oxidized reaction mixture and upon the isola- 
tion of the semicarbazone of glyoxj’-lic acid from reaction mixtures contain- 
ing semicarbazide to prevent oxidation of glyoxj’-h'c acid. 

The oxidation of gb^colic acid to glyoxjdic acid is analogous to the oxida- 
tion of Mactic acid to pyruvic acid. f^Tien oxidation of glj’-colic acid is 
blocked at the gljmxj’lic acid stage, 0.5 mole of ox 3 ''gen is taken up per 
mole of substrate and no CO 2 is released. In the absence of inhibitors, 
glyoxj'lic acid is oxidized with the release of a mole of CO 2 per mole of 
substrate and the utilization of 0.5 mole of oxygen. 

The products of the oxidation of gl 3 ’’colic acid by tobacco sap or by 
crude salt-precipitated enzjme remain undetermined. The first reaction, 
as with the lyophib'zed enzjme, is the oxidation of glycolic acid to glyoxj^lic 
acid, but little CO 2 and a correspondingly small amoimt of formic acid are 
produced as end-products. However, the uptake of ox}’’gen remains 1 
mole per mole of glycolic acid oxidized. Apparently, a reaction other 
than oxidation of glyoxylic acid to formic acid and CO 2 is competing for 
the glyoxylic acid formed j such competition is absent in the lyophihzed 
preparation. Oxalic acid has not been recovered even when verj^ little 
CO 2 was formed from the oxidation of glycolic acid by the crude enzyme 
preparations. In vivo studies with animals furnished labeled glj^cine by 
Sakami (10) and by Sprinson (11) indicate that glyoxylic acid and formic 
acid may be involved in the synthesis of serine and aspartic acid. The 
oxidation of glycolic acid and glyoxylic acid could ser\’-e as a soiuce of 
formic acid. We have speculated earh’er (1), inasmuch as the a-hydroxy 
acid-oxidizing enzjme occurs only in the green parts of the plant, that 
glycolic acid itself or its oxidation products may be intermediates in the 
photosynthetic reactions. Although it was suggested (12) that the crude 
enzyme may oxidatively condense 2 molecules of glj’'colic acid to dih 5 'droxy- 
maleic acid and then oxidize this to yield 2 molecules of CO 2 and a mole- 
cule of glyoxylic acid, no convincing experimental support for these re- 
actions has been obtained to date. 

sumiABT 

1. The enzjme from plants which oxidizes a-hj-droxj' acids has been 
purified further by dialj^is and Ij'ophilization; when the dried material is 
redissolved in water, it has a Qo. (H) of about 50,000 on glycolic acid. 
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2 . Tobacco sap, the salt-precipitated enz3’’me, and the Ij'ophilized en- 
zyme preparation each oxidized Z-lactic acid to p.yruvic acid, 

3 . Glj’'colic acid is oxidized by the lyopliilized enzyme to formic acid 
and COo; this requires a mole of oxj'-gen per mole of substrate. The in- 
termediate product is gbmx.ylic acid. The CO2 arises from the carbo.xyl 
carbon of gl^’^colic acid and the formic acid from the alcohol group. 

4 . With tobacco sap or a crude cnzj’-me preparation, 1 mole of oxygen 
is used per mole of gl3'’colic acid oxidized, but little CO2 is produced, Gly- 
oxylic acid is an intermediate product but the end-products have not been 
detennined. 

5 . The optimum pH for the oxidation of gl3Tolic to gl3'oxylic acid is 
8 . 9 , and for the oxidation of gb^xylic acid to formic acid the optimum is 
7 . 7 . Tlie over-all oxidation of gl3’’colic acid show.s a ncarl3' constant rate 
between pH 7.8 and S.G. 

6 . The oxidation of glyox3dic acid is inliibitcd b3" high concentrations 
of oxalic acid and mcsoxalic acid. In the presence of h3'drazincs, semi- 
carbazide, or eth3dcnediamine, gl3’’0X3dic acid formed from gh'colic acid is 
bound and undergoes no further oxidation. Ascorbic acid inhibits the oxi- 
dation of gl3’’colic acid. 

7 . The ratios of initial rates of o.xidation of (lactic acid)/(gl3'colic acid) 
and (gl3'-ox3dic acid)/(glycolic acid) b3’' enz3Tnc preparations treated in 
various ways indicate that one enz 3 Tne is oxidizing lactic, gl 3 'Colic, and 
glyox3dic acids. 

We wish to thank D. M. Hughes, B. M. Tolbert, and M. Calvin of the 
University of California for the labeled gtycolic acids. 
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OBSER^^ATIONS ON THE INTERRELATION OF WTAjMIN Bu, 
FOLIC ACID, AND "^qTAMIN C IN THE CHICK* 
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(Received for publication, August 22, 1949) 

It is well established that there is a definite relationship between folic 
acid, vitamin Bi:, and vitamin C. In the past two decades it has become 
apparent that tdtamin C is related, directlj'' or indirectl 3 ’-, to hematopoi- 
esis (1). It has been shown that folic acid and vitamin C in vivo correct 
the abnormal tjTosine metabolism in the scorbutic guinea pig (2, 3). 

Rodney, Swendseid, and Swanson (4) have shown that tyrosine oxida- 
tion in livers of folic acid-deficient rats, in which the deficiency was in- 
duced by sulfasuxidine, was significantly lower than that of a normal 
animal. They also showed that either liver extract, \dtamin C, or folic 
acid would correct this abnormality in vivo but that only folic acid 
would correct it in vitro. 

In 1944, Brigp et al. (5) observed a growth stimulation in chicks when 
vitamin C was added to a purified diet containing crude concentrates of 
folic acid. In 1946, it was shown that S 3 mthetic folic acid (6) and recently 
that vitamin Bu (7) also stimulate growth, in the chick, on a semipurified 
ration. 

It is the purpose of this paper to attempt to clarify, in part, the inter- 
relationship of these three vitamins. 

experimental 

Straight run (New Hampshire efei’ X single comb white Leghorns 
9 $ ) cross-bred chicks, which were the progeny of hens fed Diet B-1 

* Published -srith the approval of the Director of the Wisconsin Agricultural Ex- 
periment Station. Supported in part by funds supplied by the Commercial Solvents 
Corporation, Terre Haute. Indiana, by Swift and Company, Chicago, Dlinois, and 
by the Research Committee of the Graduate School from funds supplied by the Wis- 
consin Alumni Research Foundation. 

We are indebted to Merck and Company, Inc., Rahway, New Jersey, for co'Stal- 
line vitamins; to the Lederle Laboratories Division, American Cyanamid Compan 5 -, 
Pearl River, New York, for synthetic folic acid; to the Abbott Laboratories, North 
Chicago, Dlinois, for haliver oil; and to E. I. du Pont de Nemours and Company, 
Inc., New Brunswick, New Jersey, for crystalline vitamin Dj. 

We are indebted to Dr. A. Sreenivasan for assistance in the early preliminary 
work. 

t Present address, Department of Phannacologj-, School of Medicine, Western 
Reserve University, Cleveland, Ohio. 
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described previously (8), were used in all studies. The chicks were housed 
in electrically heated batteries with raised screen floors. Feed and water 
were supplied ad libitum. The chicks were wing-banded and weighed 
at 1 day of age. Weights wore recorded at weekly intervals. 

All chicks were originally placed on a folic acid-deficient, purified ration 
containing sucrose 61 gm., alcohol-extracted casein 18 gm., gelatin 10 gm., 
Salts 5 (9) 6 gm., soy bean oil 5 gm., L-cystine 0.3 gm., thiamine hydro- 
chloride 0.3 mg., riboflavin 0.6 mg., nicotinic acid .6.0 mg., pyridoxine 
hydrochloride 0.4 mg., calcium pantothenate 2.0 mg., choline chloride 
150 mg., biotin 0.03 mg., inositol 100 mg., 2-mcthyl-l ,4-naphthoquinone 
0.05 mg., and a-tocophcrol 0.3 mg. Fortified haliver oil (60,000 U. S. P. 
units of vitamin A, 6000 U. S. P. units of vitamin D3 per gm.) was given 
by dropper (2 drops per bird per week). 

At the termination of the depletion period, which in all cases was 2 
weeks, the chicks were sorted and divided into groups according to weight 
and per cent gain. A test period of 2 weeks followed, at the termination 
of which the birds were sacrificed, and the livers removed, frozen immedi- 
ately, and stored at freezing temperatures until assayed. Individual livers 
were homogenated in a Waring blender with enough water to bring the 
concentration to 0.2 gm. per ml. Aliquots were then taken for both folic 
acid and vitamin Bu detenninations. Folic acid was extracted by autoly- 
sis of a 2.5 ml. aliquot of the homogenate in 10 ml. of a citrate-phosphate 
buffer at pH 4.5 for 18 to 20 hours at 37°. Autolysis at this pH has been 
shown to be satisfactoiy in obtaining maximum release in chick liver tis- 
sue (10, 11). Folic acid was measured microbiologically with Streptococcus 
faecalis R as a test organism with the medium of Luckey ct al. (12). 

Vitamin B12 was ex'tracted as follows: 2.5 ml. of liver lioraogenate were 
added to 10 ml. of 0.8 per cent NaHCOs solution, boiled for 5 minutes in 
a boiling water bath, and cooled, and 100 mg. of trj'psin (Difeo) were 
added to each sample. Toluene was added as a preserv'ative and the 
samples were digested 24 to 30 hours at 37°. After incubation, the sam- 
ples were neutralized, autoclaved 5 minutes at 120°, diluted, filtered, and 
assayed. Blanlcs were run with each extraction. It has been shown that 
this method will give maximum release of A'itamin B12 in chick liver tis- 
sue.^ Vitamin B12 was measured microbiologically with Lactobacillus Icich- 
mannii ATCC 4797 with the medium of Skeggs ct al. (13), modified by 
the substitution of 10 ml. of fresh tomato juice per 100 ml. of double 
strength medium for the enzymatic digest of casein. 

In all cases, the terms folic acid and vitamin B12 vnll refer to Strepto- 
coccus faecalis R and Lactobacillus leichmamxii activity respectively and 


* Unpublished data from this laboratory. 
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will include those compounds that are active in promoting growth under 
the test conditions employed. 

In Experiment 1 , groups of twelve chicks each were used except in the 
groups receiving 200 and 500 7 of folic acid per 100 gm. of ration in which 
ten birds were used per group. In Experiment 2 groups of twelve birds 
were used tliroughout. Cr 3 ’^stalline vitamin B 12 was injected into the pec- 
toral muscle with a 1 ml. calibrated syringe. 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

The results are presented in Table I. The administration of vitamin C 
or vitamin Bu, alone or together, gives a small growth response. Low 
levels of folic acid produce a greater response, but the addition of vitamin C 
and vitamin Bu, or both, gives a further increase. In the series receiving 
500 7 of folic acid per 100 gm. of ration neither mtamin C nor vitamin Bu 
produces any further response under the conditions of the experiment. 

There appears to be a direct correlation between the level of folic acid 
stored in the liver and the rate of growth obtained. The addition of 
either vitamin C or vitamin B 12 with or without folic acid gives consistent 
if not significant increases in the level of fohe acid stored in the liver. 
Administration of both vitamin C and vitamin Bu raises the level of stored 
folic acid beyond that of either alone. When 500 7 of folic acid per 
100 gm. of ration are added to the basal ration, the addition of either 
vitamin C or vitamin Bu has no effect on the level of stored folic acid. 

As the level of folic acid is increased, the significance of increased folic 
acid stored in the liver induced by the addition of vitamin C, mtamin Bu, 
or both, becomes less. This is in confirmation of the work of Moore et al. 
(14) who showed that the higher the intake of fohe acid the more ineffi- 
cient is its storage in the liver. This trend is followed by the ^owth data 
which show that the stimulation produced by vitamin Bu, vitamin C, or 
both is relatively greater with low levels of fohe acid and decreases as the 
fohe acid level is increased. From such a comparison, it may be assumed 
that vitamin Bu and vitamin C function, in part, by stimffiating the 
synthesis of fohe acid. Thus the administration of either vitamin Bu, 
vitamin C, or both, is the equivalent of the addition of a higher level of 
fohe acid. As further evidence, a comparison of Experiments 1 and 2 
shows poorer growth in Experiment 2, but a more significant growth 
stimulation upon the addition of vitamin C, mtamin Bu, or both. The 
fohe acid stored in the hver fohows the same trend. Either comparison 
of the fohe acid stored in the hvers of the groups receiving the unsupple- 
mented basal ration shows that the chicks used in Experiment 2 were d^ 
pleted of fohe acid to a greater extent than those in Experiment 1 . This 
accounts, in part, for the differences and again emphasizes the need for ex- 



918 


VITAMIN ni2, FOI.IC ACID, AND VITAMIN C 


perimental animals from a controlled source; i.c., chicks which arc the 
progeny of hens on a strictlj' controlled did-, 

TAni,i: I 


E_(fccl of Vitnvti}i Bm, Folic Acid, and Vilnmin C on Chick Growlh and Folic. Acid 
and Vilamm B\-. Content of Livers 


Experi- 

ment 

No. 

Siipplcmcnl 

Weirht 

rsin* 

(lurinf; tcil 

VitAmin Iln 
per liver 
per Iiirdt 

Folic ncid 
per liver 
per birdf 



jcm. 

7 

7 

1 

None 

10 

( 11 ) 

0.05 ± 0.05 

2.82 dr 0.53 


Vitiiniin Bu (0.2 7 per (Iiiy)t 

‘10 

( 12 ) 

0.12 rb 0.07 

5.70 dr 2,7G 


“ C (100 niK. %) 

.3.3 

( 12 ) 

0.00 i 0.05 

4.G5 dr 1.2G 


" Bis ( 0.2 7 per (lay)t - 1 - vi- 

tamin C (100 mg. %) 

50 

( 12 ) 

0.21 db 0.06 

10.01 dr 4.15 


50 7 folic acid per 100 gm. ration 

73 

( 11 ) 

O.IC dr 0.01 

4.03 dr 1.78 


50“ “ “ “ 100 “ “ + 

vitamin Bis ( 0.2 7 per day)f 

103 

( 12 ) 

0.28 dr 0.02 

4.27 dr 2.48 


50 7 folic acid per 100 gm. ration 
vitamin C (100 mg. %) 

00 

( 11 ) 

0.12 db 0.18 

0.58 dr 2.3‘1 


50 7 folic acid per 100 gm. ration + 
vitamin Bis ( 0.2 7 per day)t -f 
vitamin C (100 mg. %) 

121 

( 11 ) 

O.Gl dr 0.42 

15.13 dr 4.81 


200 7 folic acid per 100 gm. ration 

12 c 

( 10 ) 

0,15 d: 0.00 

15. CO dr 3.45 


200 7 “ “ “ 100 “ “ + 

vitamin Bi- (0.2 7 per day)t 

131 

( 10 ) 

0.15 dr 0.03 

17.ee rfc 2.44 


200 7 folic acid per 100 gm, ration -}- 
vitamin C (100 mg. %) 

153 

( 10 ) 

0.10 dr 0.03 

20.70 dr 3.28 


200 7 folic acid per 100 gm. ration + 
vitamin Bis ( 0.2 7 per day)t -p vi- 
tamin C (100 mg. %) 

150 

( 10 ) 

0.18 dr 0.05 

22.01 dr 4.49 


500 7 folic acid per 100 gm. ration 

152 

( 10 ) 

0.08 dr 0.02 

14.05 dr 0.17 

! 

500 “ “ " “ 100 “ " -f 

vitamin Bis ( 0.2 7 per day)t 

147 

( 10 ) 

O.IG 

17.50 


500 7 folic acid per 100 gm. ration -p 
vitamin C (100 mg. %) 

148 

( 10 ) 

0.15 

13.62 

2 

None 

8 

(7) 

0.01 dr 0.00 

1.20 dr 0.16 


Vitamin Bu (0.1 7 per day)t 

22 

( 10 ) 

0.17 dr 0.07 

2.96 dr 1.48 


“ C (100 mg. %) 

14 

( 8 ) 

0.05 dr 0.04 

2.11 dr 0.85 


“ Bis ( 0 . 1 7 per day)t + vita- 

min C (100 mg. %) 

33 

( 11 ) 

0.61 dr 0.12 

4.44 dr 0.85 


Liver extract (0.5 U. S. P. units per 
day)t 

87 

( 11 ) 

0.68 dr 0.16 

3.29 dr 0.95 


200 7 folic acid per 100 gm. ration 

112 

( 12 ) 

0.51 dr 0.63 

6.87 dr 1.65 


200 “ “ “ “ 100 “ “ + 
vitamin Bn ( 0.1 7 per day)t 

134 

( 12 ) 

0.52 dr 0.18 

12.20 dr 2.12 


200 7 folic acid per 100 gm. ration + 
vitamin C (100 mg. %) 

126 

( 12 ) 

0.30 dr 0.11 

11.73 dr 4.30 
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Table I — Concluded 


Eiperi- 

tncnt 

No, 

Supplement 

Weight 

gain* 

during test 

\ntamin Bis 
per liver 
per birdf 

Folic acid 
per liver 
birdt 


200 y folic acid per 100 gm. ration -{- 

gm, 

140 (12) 

r 

0.62 = 0.06 

T 

21.35 = 2.63 


vitamin Bi; (0.1 y per day)t -}- vi- 
tamin C (100 mg. %) 

500 y folic acid per 100 gm. ration 

140 (12) 

1 0.31 zizO 17 

1 

17.97 i 5.47 


• The Sgures in parentheses represent the number of chicks surviving at the end 
of the test period. 

t The values are the means of five individual livers and one pooled sample of re- 
maining livers in Experiment 1 and seven indKddual livers and 1 pooled sample of 
remaining livers in Experiment 2. 

t Injected. 

Comparison, of the groups receiving low levels of folic acid shows that 
the chick has the abilit 3 ’’, although of uncertain efficiency, to store vita- 
min Bi 2 . 

The ability of the chick to synthesize vitamin and to utilize the 
product is clearly shown. A comparison of the basal group in either ex- 
periment with groups receiving folic acid but no \’itamin Bi 2 shows a sig- 
nificantly higher level of tdtamin B 12 in the livers of the groups receinng 
folic acid and no \’itamin B 12 than in groups recei^dng no folic acid and 
no vitamin Bij. From these observations, it may be concluded that folic 
acid stimulates the sjmthesis of vitamin Bu. The effect of vitamin C, 
either alone or with folic acid, on the synthesis of vitamin B 12 is doubtful. 

That folic acid is synthesized by intestinal flora has been proved bejmnd 
any reasonable doubt. Even in the chick, which requires folic acid on a 
highly purified ration, the addition of 1 per cent sulfasuxidine to the diet 
increases the fohc acid requirement 3-fold (6). It has been shown that 
vitamin C or other reducing agents stimulate the growth of certain micro- 
organisms in vitro (15, 16). It is apparent that in these cases the action 
of vitamin C is that of an oxidation-reduction mechanism rather than 
that of a specific vitamin reaction. 

The action of vitamin B 12 in stimulating the synthesis of folic acid is 
more obscure. It is improbable that this action is one of a specffic 'vdta- 
min function, but rather it is that of an indirect action. It is possible 
that this indirect action is also, in part, that of an oxidation-reduction 
mechanism, since it has been shown (17) that the cobalt in vitamin Bu 
appears to be a six group coordination complex and that \dtamin Bu con- 
tains pyrrole-like compoimds (18), suggesting a poiph 3 Tin nucleus. 
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SUMMARY 

Both vitamin C and vitamin Bi; stimulate growtli in the chick wlion 
fed a semipurified ration with or without folic acid. The addition of both 
vitamin C and vitamin B12 gives a greater growth rc.sponso than either 
alone. 

Both vitamin C and vitamin B12 stimulate the synthesis of folic acid 
in vivo. The addition of both vitamin C and vitamin B12 produces an in- 
crease of stored liver folic acid, which is in excc.s 3 of that produced by either 
alone. 

Folic acid stimulates the synthesis of vitamin Bi: in the chick, as meas- 
ured by liver storage. 

Possible mechanisms and interrelationships between folic acid, vitamin 
C, and vitamin B12 have been discussed. 
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linglon, and Friedman, -ISO 

Niacin rcquircmcnl, effect, llundlcg, 

1 

Carbon: Labeled, acetoacetafo forma- 
tion, use in stvidy, Crandall and 
Gurin, 820 

Crandall, Brady, and Gurin, 815 
Mass 14-labcled acetate, diaphra(;m, 
utilization, Villec and Hastings, 181 

pyruvate, diaphragm, utilization, 

Villccand Hastings, 131 

Radioactive, in glucose, brain incorpo- 
ration, Thcilcr’s GD VII virus, ef- 
fect, Rafclson, Wi7izlcr, and Pearson, 

595 

Carboxypeptldase: Substrate, structural 
requirements. Snake and Ncurath, 

789 

Catechol : Oxidation by tyrosinase, mech- 
anism, Mason, 803 

Cathepsin(s): Spleen, nuclease, Ufavcr 
and Greeo, 861 

Thymus, nuclease, Maver and Greco, 

801 

— nucleoproteins, hydrolysis, Maver 
and Greco, 853 

Chick: Vitamin B 12 , folic acid, and vita- 
min C, interrelation, Dietrich, 
Nichol, Monson, and Elvehjem, 915 
Chloride: Blood, determination, micro-, 
polarographic, Zimmerman and Lay- 
ton, 141 

Chloroacetylalanine: Enzyme effect, 
Fodor and Greenstein, 649 

Chloroacetylalanylglycine : Enzyme 

eSect, Fodor and Greenstein, 549 
Chymotrypsin: a-, inhibitors, Kaujman 
and Neurath, 623 


Clrculin: Amino acids, isolation, chro- 
matographic, Peterson and Ticinckc, 

95 

Citric acid: Determination, microcolori- 
melric, Tausshy, 195 

Clostridium kluyvcrl: Enzyme prepara- 
tions, btityrate synthesis, 4-carhon 
intermediates, Sladtman and Barker, 

221 

, fatty acid synthesis, Sladtman 

atid Barker, 221 

Clostridium tctanl : Cllueose metabolism, 
glutamine rdle, Lrrncr and Miteller, 

43 

Cock: Comb, Iiyaliironic acid isolation, 
Bofis, 573 

Corn: Sweet, poI\-saccharides, water- 
soluble, Dvonch and Whistler, 889 
Creatlnurla: Folic acid deficiency, 
amitioptcrin-induecd, monkey, Din- 
ning and Day, 897 

Cryoglobulin : Lymidi nodes and blood 
serum, lymphosarcoma, physical 
properties, A5rnms, Cohen, and 
Meyer, 237 

C 3 'stclne: Liver glycogen formation, 
effect, //css, 23 

Cj’stine: Liver glycogen formation, 
effect, Hess, 23 

Cytochrome: c, non-radioaclive, injec- 
tion effect, Bcincrl and Jicissmann, 

367 

— , tissue cells, incorporation, Bcincrl 
and Rcissmann, 367 

Cytosine : Determination, colorimetric, 
Soodak, Pircio, and Ccrcccdo, 713 

D 

Deaminase: Serine and threonine, Esch- 
erichia coli. Wood and Gunsalus, 

171 

Dehydropeptldase : n- and n-peptidases 
and, separation, Price, Mcistcr, 
Gilbert, and Greenstein, 535 

Diabetes; Alloxan, sodium relation, 
Gruncrl and Phillips, 821 

Diaphragm : Carbon'^-labeled acetate 
and pyruvate utilization, Villcc and 
Hastings, 131 



SUBJECTS 


931 


Diaphragm — conlinucd; 

Glucose uptake, pituitary extract 
effect, Park and Krahl, 247 

Metabolism, diet effect, Gilmore and 
Samuels, 813 

Diet; Diaphragm metabolism, effect, 
Gilmore and Samuels, 813 

Dihydrodlphosphopyrldine nucleotide : 
Phosphorj’lation, oxj'gen and, Lehn- 
inger and Smith, 415 

Diphosphopyridine nucleotide; Extrac- 
tion and purification, Clark, Bounce, 
and Slots, 459 

Disulfide; Thiol-, systems, oxidation- 
reduction potentials, Freedman and 
Corwin, 601 

E 

Enzyme (s); Chloroacetylalanine, effect, 
Fodor and Greenstein, 549 

Chloroaoetylalanylglycine, effect, 
Fodor and Greenstein, 549 

Clostridium kluyveri, butyrate syn- 
thesis, 4-carbon intermediates, Sladl- 
man and Barker, 221 

• , fatty acid synthesis, Stadtman 

and Barker, 221 

Glycylalanine, effect, Fodor and Green- 
stein, 549 

Liver, protein amino acids, relation, 
Williams and Elvehjem, 559 

Monothiophosphate, hydrolysis and 
oxidation, Binkley, 317 

Proteolysis, blood serum, purification 
and properties, Remmert and Cohen, 

431 

.Tobacco leaf, glycolic acid and 1-lactic 
acid, oridation products, Tolbert, 
Clagett, and Burris, 905 

See also Carboxypeplidase, Chymotryp- 
sin, etc. 

Escherichia coli; Bacteriophage Ts and 
host, chemical composition, Kozloff 
and Putnam, 207 

Serine and threonine deaminases. 
Wood and Gunsalus, 171 

Esterase ; Specificity, Nachlas and Selig- 
man, 343 


F 

Fatty actd(s); Acetoacetate formation, 
liver, Crandall and Gurin, 829 
Oxidation, liver, carbohydrates, effect, 
Weinhouse, Millington, and Fried- 
man, 489 

Sj'nthesis, Clostridium kluyveri en- 
zyme preparations, Stadtman and 
Barker, 221 

Fish: Neopjuithiamine and thiaminase, 
relation, Sealod: and White, 393 
Folic acid; Deficiency, aminopterin- 
induced, creatinuria, monkey. Bin- 
ning and Bay, 897 

Urine, Leuconostoc citrovorum growth 
factor, effect, Sauberlich, 467 

Vitamin B,. and vitamin C, interrela- 
tion, chick, Bietrich, Nichol, Mon- 
son, and Elvehjem, 915 

Fructose: Niacin requirement, effect, 
Hundley, 1 

Fungus : Germination, naphthoquinones, 
effect, Foote, Little, and Sproston, 

481 

Furanose : l,2-lBopropylidene-5,6-anhy- 
dro-D-gluco-, glucose-6-phosphate 
synthesis from, Lampson and Lardy, 

693 

G 

Galactose: Utilization, factors influ- 
encing, Barld, Feigelson, Collins, 
Hart, and Elvehjem, 565 

Globulin (s): Cryo-. See Cryoglobulin 
T-, fractionation, electrophoresis-con- 
vection use, Cann, Brown, and Kir!>- 
wood, 161 

Glucose: Determination, submicro-. 
Park and Johnson, 149 

Metabolism, Clostridium telani, glu- 
tamine r61e, Lerner and Mueller, 

43 

Radioactive carbon-containing, brain 
incorporation, Theiler’s GD 
virus, effect, Rajelson, Winzler, and 
Pearson, 595 

Uptake, diaphragm, pituitary extract 
eSect, Park and Krahl, 247 



932 


ixnr-x 


Glucose-6-phosphate: Synf.licsis from 
1,2 - isopropylitlonc - 5,0 - aohydro- 
K-glucofuraiioso, LainjiRon nud 
Lardy, 

Glutaminase; Kidney, anterior ])iluitary 
growtli hormone, effect, Larllclt and 
Gacblcr, 523 

Glutamine: Closlridhim Ictani, glucose 
metabolism, r61c, Lcrncr and 
Macllcr, •13 

Liver, deamidation, anterior pituitary 
growth liormone, effect, Barlhtl and 
Gacblcr, 520 

Tetanus toxin, production, effect, 
Mueller and Miller, 30 

Glutarlc acid: a-Keto-, dianuitation, 
anaerobic phosphorylation, Hunter 
and Ilixon, 07 

— , oxidation and phosjdiorylation, 
Hunter and Hixon, 73 

Glutathione: Sodium relation, Gnincrl 
and Phillips, S21 

Glycine; Chloroacctylalauyl-, enzyme 
effect, F odor and Grccnslcin, 519 
Glycogen : Liver, formation, methionine, 
cystine, and ej’steino effect, Hess, 

23 

— , octanoic acid conversion to, C‘*, C‘’- 
labeled octanoate use in study, 
Lorber, Cook, and Meyer, 475 

Glycolic acid: Oxidation, tobacco leaf 
enzymes, Tolbert, Clagctl, and 
Burris, 905 

Glycolysis: Brain, muscle adcn 3 dic acid, 
effect, Greenberg, 7S1 

— , Theiler’s GD VII virus, relation, 
Pearson and Winzlcr, 577 

Glycylalanine : Enz 3 ’^mc cfTect, Fodor 
and Grccnslcin, 519 

Gout: Uric acid metabolism, isotopic 
uric acid in study, Benedict, Forshani, 
and Slelten, 183 

Growth: Hormone, anterior pltuitar 3 ’’, 
kidney glutaminase, effect, Bartlett 
and Gaebler, 523 

— , , liver glutamine, deamidation, 

effect, Bartlett and Gaebler, 529 
Nicotinic acid replacement, effect, 
Henderson, 677 


H 

Hemophilus paralnfluenzac : Gro , 
imtrescine and relatcfl comj)oi 
effect, Hcrbsl and Snell, 

Hyaluronic acid: Cock comb, isolate 
Bnas, 5 ' 

Hydantolnascfs) : T’urificntion and pr 
erties, Fatlir, Bcrnhcim, and Bi 
hriin, '1 

Hydroxyanthrnnllic acid :3-, inetnI)oIis' 
liver, Sr.hirr.igcrt and Marquette, 

If 

— , quinolinic acid excretion, effecl 
Henderson and Hirsch, Cf 

— , formation from, liver, He 

derson and Bainasnrrna, I 

Hydrox 3 ’prollne : Metabolism, isoto; 

nitrogen in stud 3 ', Stelten, 
Hypophysectoniy : Diaphragm gluci 
uptake, pituitar 3 ' extract effecl 
I^n rk and K raid, 21 

H 3 'pophysectomy-ndrcnaIcctomy : Din 
phragm glucose \iptakc, pituitrtr, 
extract effect. Park and Krahl, 

2-1 

I 

Isopropylldene - 5 ,6-anhydro-D-gIucofi 
ranose: 1,2-, glucose-O-phospha. 
S3’nlhcsis from, lyimpsoti and iMrd 

Cf 


J 

Jervlne: Cljemical constitution, Jacob 
and Sato, 


K 

Ketoglutaric acid:or-, dismutation, an 
aerobic ])hosphor 3 -lation, Hunter an 
Hixon , 

— , oxidation and phosphor 3 ’]atii 
Hunter and Hixori, 

Ketone bodies: Formation from t 3 ''i 
sine, Wcinhousc and Millington, 6 
Kidney: Glutaminase, anterior pituitf 
growth hormone, effect, Bartlett ( 
Gacblcr, 

Phosphor 3 dntion, oxidative, fac' , 
affecting, Pardee and Potter, 
Kynurenine: Nicotinic acid preou: 
Kallio and Berg, 
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'Ic acid; 1-, oxidation, tobacco leaf 
inzjmes, Tolbcrl, ClagcU, and Bur- 
ris, 905 

fbenj-l-. See Phenyllactic acid 
''tobacillus bifidus: Variants, nutri- 
tion, TomarcUi, Norris, Gybrgy, 

, , Hassinen, and Bernhart, S79 

-tctobacillus leichmannll : Vitamin Bi: 
determination, use, Hoffmann, Slok- 
, siad, Hutchings, Dornbush, and 

Jukes, 635 

beuconostoc cltrovorum : Growth factor, 
■ Sauberlich and Baumann, 871 

^ , urine excretion, folic acid effect, 

'(] Sauberlich, 467 

„jase: Specificity, Nachlas and Selig- 
H man, 343 

‘iver: Acetoacetate formation from 
7 pyruvate, acetate, and fatty acids, 

Crandall and Gurin, 829 

Enzymes, protein amino acids, rela- 
tion, Williams and Elvehjem, 559 

Fatty acids, oxidation, carbohydrates, 
effect, Weinhouse, Millington, and 

Friedman, 489 

iGlutamine deamidation, anterior pitu- 
! itary growth hormone, effect, Bart- 
1 lett arid Gaebler, 529 

, Glycogen, formation, methionine, 
cystine, and cysteine effect, Hess, 

23 

— , octanoic acid conversion to, C“,C‘’- 
1 labeled ootanoate use in study, 
Lorber, Cook, and Meyer, 475 

3-Hydroxyanthranilic acid metabo- 
lism, Schweigerl and Marquette, 199 
viPhosphorus compounds, acid-soluble, 
71 fractionation. Sacks, 655 

i''Juinolinic acid formation from 3-hy- 
droxyanthranilic acid, Henderson 
•, and Ramasarma, 6S7 

'Tlespiration, Richert, Edwards, and 
"zi Westerfeld, 255 

7fanthine oxidase, determination, 

V Richert, Edwards, and Westerfeld, 

^ •' 255 

' oh: Nodes, cryoglobulin, lympho- 
■’arcoma, physical properties, 
brams, Cohen, and Meyer, 237 


M 

Melanin : Chemistrj', Mason, 803 

Methionine: Liver glycogen formation, 
effect, Hess, 23 

Mold : See also Neurospora 
Monopalmitin: a-, pancreas, isolation, 
Jones, Koch, Heath, and Munson, 

755 

Monothiophosphate: Hydrolysis and ox- 
idation, enzymatic, Binkley, 317 
Mucoid: Ovo-, Fredericg and Deutsch, 

499 

Muscle: Adenylic acid, brain glycolysis, 
effect, Greenberg, 781 

Protein, electrophoresis and ultra- 
centrifugation, Amberson, Erdos, 
Chinn, and Ludes, 405 

Vitamin E deficiency, effect, Roderuck, 

11 

— — — , transamination. Barber, 
Basinsld, and Mattill, 17 

See also Diaphragm 

Mutase : Phosphoglyceric, reaction 
mechanism, Sutherland, Pasternak, 
and Cori, 153 

N 

Naphthoquinone(s) : Fungus germina- 
tion, effect, Foote, Little, and Spros- 
ton, 481 

Neopyrithiamine : Thiaminase, fish, 
effect, Sealock and White, 393 

Neurospora: Nicotinic acid replace- 
ment, growth effect, Henderson, 677 
Niacin : Requirement, fructose and car- 
bohj’drates, effect, Hundley, 1 
Nicotinic acid; Kynurenine conversion 
to, Kallio and Berg, 333 

Quinolinic acid replacement, growth, 
effect, Henderson, 677 

Tryptophan conversion to, Kallio and 
Berg, 333 

Nitrogen ; Ammonium salts, utilization, 
amino acid synthesis in vivo. Rose, 
Smith, Womac!:, and Shane, 307 
Isotopic, hydroxyproline metabolism, 
use in study, Stetten, 31 

Storage, mechanism, Bartlett and 
Gaebler, 523, 529 
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INDEX 


Nltroge n— con tinned : 

Urea, utilir-nlion, amino acid S 3 'n- 
thesis in vivo, Rose, Smith, Womad:, 
atid Shane, 307 

Nuclease: Ribo-. See Ribonuclcnso 
Spleen cathepsin, Mover and Greco, 

SGI 

Thj’mus cathepsin, Mover and Greco, 

SGI 

Nucleic acid: Ribo-. See Ribonucleic 
acid 

Nucleoproteln(s) ; Th3-inu3, h 3 -drol 3 'sis, 
cathepsins, Mover and Greco, S53 
Nucleotlde(s) : Diliydrodiphosphop 3 'ri- 
dino, phosphor 3 ’lation, 0 X 3 'gcn and, 
Lchningcr and Smith, ‘115 

Diphosphop 3 'Tidinc, extraction and 
purification, Clark, Dounce, and 
Stotz, ‘150 

Pentose, determination, spcctrophoto- 
mctric, Dische, 379 

O 

Octanoate: C'^C'Mabclcd, oclanoic 
acid conversion to liver gl 3 -cogcn, 
use in stud 3 ', Lorber, Cook, and 
Meyer, 475 

?-(C 7 )-labclcd, conversion to aceto- 
acetate, Crandall, Brady, and Gnrin, 

S‘15 

Octanoic acid: Liver gl 3 'cogcn conver- 
sion to, C‘*,C“-labolod octanoate use 
in stud 3 '’, Lorber, Cook, and Meyer, 

475 

Oligophrenia phenylp 3 ’ruvica : Prescott, 
Borck, Brccher, and Waelsch, 273 
Organic matter: Non-volatile, deter- 
mination, micro-, Johnson, 707 
Ovomucoid: Fredcricq and Dcntsch, 

499 

Oxazolidone : L5-Vin3d-2-thio-, turnip 
and Brassica seeds, th 3 Toid, cfTcct, 
Aslwood, Greer, and Etllinger, 121 
Oxidase: Xanthine, liver, determina- 
tion, Riclicrt, Edwards, and IFcstcr- 
feld, 255 

Oxygen; Dihydrodiphosphop 3 ’’ridine nu- 
cleotide phosphor 3 dation, electron 
transport and, Lehninger and Smith, 

415 


P 

Palmltln: ot-Mono-, pancreas, isolatiorj 
Jones, Koch, Heath, and Munson, 

75.; 

Pancreas; (y-Monopahnitin isolatior 
Jones, Koch, Ilenth, and Munson, 

75 

Iviijonucicic acid, Kerr, Scraidaria 
and Worgon, T 

Pentose: Nuclcotidc.s, determinatio 
spnctrophotometric, Dische, 3i 
Peptldnse(s) : Carbox}--. See Cnrbox.y 
pcptidn.se 

Pch 3 ’dro-. See Deh 3 'dropoplidase 
n- and n-, dchydropcptida-sc ar 
svpMation, Pritt, Mthitr, Gill 
and Greenstein, , . 

Peptide; Alga, marine, Dekker, Slo> 
and Frufon, 71 

Phen3’lnlnninc ; n- and n-, determinatio" 
microbiological, Prescott, Rorj 
Brccher, and Waelsch, 7 

Metabolism, Lerner, f 

Phenyllactlc acid: Determination, n. 

crobiological, Prescott, Bort ^ 

Brccher, and Waelsch, 271 

Phosphoglyccric mutase ; Rcactior" 
mechanism, Sutherland, Poslcrnar. 
andCori, T 

Phosphoric ester(s) : Biological, Lan 
son and Tjardy, 693, t 

Totlon and Lardy, 70 

Phosphorus : Acid-soluble compounds 
liver, fractionation, Sacks, 655 

Mass 32, uptake, brain, Theiler’s GD 

VII virus, effect, Rafclson, Winzlc 
and Pearson, C 

Phosphori’latlon : Anaerobic, a-kctogi.- 
taric acid dismutation, Hunter o* 
Hixon, 

Pihydrodiphosphopyridino nuclcoti .. 
and ox 3 'gcn, electron transpo: 
Lchningcr and Smith, 4 

o£-Kctoglutaric acid oxidation a’. 
Hunter and Ilixon, 

• f 

Oxidative, kidney, factors affectu 
Pardee and Potter, \ . 
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.•y : Anterior, growth hormone, 
dney glutaminase, effect, Barllell 
id Gaeblcr, 523 

, liver glutamine, deamidation, 

feet, Barllell and Gaebler, 529 
phragm glucose uptake. Park and 
rahl, 247 

: Hydantoinase, Eadie, Bernheim, 
\d Bernheim, 449 

iccharide(s) ; Water-soluble, sweet 
!m, Dvonch and Whisller, 8-S9 
;e: Hydrox 3 '-. See H 3 ’droxj’pro- 
le 

nediol phosphate: Sjmthesis, 
jmpson and Lardy, 697 

.::,(s): Amino acids, liver enzjTnes, 
,-,ition, Williams and Elvehjem, 

559 

jcle, electrophoresis and ultra- 
■ntrifugation, Amberson, Erdos, 
'linn, and Ludes, 405 

'eo-. See Nucleoproteins 
lysis : Enzyme, blood serum, puri- 
ition and properties, Ttemmert 
I Cohen, 431 

seine: Hemophilus parainfluensae 
■owth, effect, Herbsl and Snell, 

47 

,ate : Acetoacetate formation, liver, 
’andall and Gurin, 829 

iron'Mabeled, diaphragm, utiliza- 
on, Villee and Haslings, 131 


)Ilnic acid: Formation from 3-hy- 
ro.xyanthranilic acid, liver, Hen- 
tj-son and Ramasarma, 6S7 

^holism, Henderson and Hirsch, 
' 667 

enderson, 677 

enderson and Ramasarma, 687 
enderson, Ramasarma, and J ohnson, 

731 

itinic acid as replacement, growth, 
’ct, Henderson, 677 

e, tryptophan and 3-hydroxyan- 
’•anilic acid effect, Henderson and 
rsch, 667 


Quinolinic acid — continued: 

Urine, tryptophan effect, Henderson, 
Ramasarma, and Johnson, 731 

R 

Ribonuclease : Kerr, Seraidarian, and 
Wargon, 773 

Ribonucleic acid : Kerr, Seraidarian, and 
Wargon, 761, 773 

Determination, Kerr, Seraidarian, and 
Wargon, 761 

Pancreas, Kerr, Seraidarian, and TTar- 
gon, 773 


S 

Serine: Deaminase, Escherichia coli. 
Wood and Gnnsalus, 171 

Sodium : Alloxan diabetes, relation, Gru- 
nert and Phillips, 821 

Biological fluids, determination, color- 
imetric, Slone and Goldzieher, 511 

Blood serum, determination, colori- 
metric, Slone and Goldzieher, 511 

Glutathione relation, Grunerl and 
. Phillips, 821 

Spleen : Cathepsin, nuclease, Haver and 
Greco, 861 


T 

Tagatose-6-phosphate : D-, synthesis and 
biological activity, Tollon and Lardy, 

701 

Tetanus: Toxin, production, glutamine 
effect, Mueller and Miller, 39 

Theileris GD VII virus: Brain metabo- 
lism, relation, Pearson and Winzler, 

577 

— , phosphorus” uptake, effect, Rafel- 
son, Winzler, and Pearson, 583 
— , radioactive carbon from glucose, 
incorporation, eGect,Rafelson,Winz- 
IcT, and Pearson, 595 

Thiaminase : Fish, neopyrithiamine 
effect, Sealoch and While, 393 

Thiamine; XeopvTi- , thiaminase, fish, 
effect, SealocJ: and While, 393 

Thiol: -Disulfide systems, oxidation- 
reduction potentials, Freedman and 
Corwin, 601 
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Threonine: DetnninnPe, T'i'-chcrichia coU, 
iroo^Z and Guns(thir>, 171 

Thymus: CnUiciwin, nucleate, ?!nrcr 
and Greco, SOI 

NuclcoproteinH, Iiydrolyttis, cat hep- 
sins, Mover and Greco, 850 

Thyroid : /-r)-VinyI-2-tliiooxnKoIiclono 

elTect, Aslwoofl, Greer, and EUlinge.r, 

121 

Tobacco : Leaf, onr.ymcs, glycolic acid 
and Z-laclic acid oxidation products, 
Tolbert, Clagclt, and Jhtrrir., 1)05 
Toxin: Tetanus, j)rodnction, glutamine 
ofi’oet, Mueller and Miller, 30 

Trypsin :«-ChymO', inhibitors, Kaufman 
and Nciiratli, 023 

Tryptophan: Metabolism, Kollio and 
Berg, 333 

Nicotinic acid precursor, Kallio and 
Berg, 333 

Quinolinic acid excretion, elTect, Hen- 
derson and Ilirsch, GC7 

Urine quinolinic acid, effect, Hender- 
son, llamasarma, and Johnson, 731 
Tumor: -Bearing mice, uric acid and 
allantoin excretion, Bass and Place, 

SI 

Turnip : Z-5-Vinyl-2-lhiooxa::olidonc, 

thyroid, effect, Asiivood, Greer, and 


ElUinger, 121 

Tj'rosinase; Catechol oxidation, mech- 
anism, Mason, S03 

Tyrosine: Ketone body formation from, 
W cinliousc and Millington, 045 
Metabolism, Lerner, 2S1 


U 


Uracil : Determination, colorimetric, 
Soodak, Pircio, and Ccrcccdo, 713 
Urea: Nitrogen, amino acid synthesis 
in vivo, Rose, Smith, Womaek, and 
Shane, 307 

Uric acid: Excretion, tumor-bearing 
mice, Bass and Place,’ 81 

Metabolism, gout, isotopic uric acid in 
study, Benedict, Forsham, and Stel- 


ien, 


Urine : Leuconostoc citrovorum growth 
factor, folic acid effect, Sai^^grii^i, 


iS3. 


u Urine — continued: 

Quinolinic acid, tryptophan and 3- 
hydroxyanthrnnilie acid effect, Hen- 
derson and Hirsch, CG7 

I effect, Henderson, llamasarma, 
and Johnson, 73I 


V 

Vcratramlnc : Chemical consfitution 
Jacobs and Soto, 5. 

Veratrlne: Alkaloids, Jacobs and Sato 

5 

Vln3'l-2-thlooxnzoIldonc : Z-5-, turnip ant 
Brassica seeds, thyroid, effect, Ast 
v'ooel, Greer, and Ettlingcr, 12 

Virus : Bci)roducf ion, biochemistry, Koz 
doff and Putnam, 20/ 

0 hcilcr s GD \U, brain metabolism 
relation, Pearson mid Winder, 57/ 

> radioactive carbon from 
glucose, incorporation, effect, Rafcl- 
son, Winder, and Pearson, 695 

> phosphorus” uptake, brain, 
effect, Rafclson, Winder, and Pear- 

^on, 553 

Vitamin (s): Bi- and related bacterial 
growth facors, chromatography, 
BTnstcn and Eigen, 109 

, determination, I-actohacillus Icich- 
rnannii use, Hoffmann, Stokstad, 
Hutchings, Dombush, and Jukes, 

635 

, folic acid, and vitamin C, interrela- 
tion, chick, Dietrich, Nichol, Mon- 
son', and Elvehjem, 915 

C, vitamin Bi;, and folic acid, interre- 
lation, chick, Dietrich, Kichol, Mon- 
son, and Elvehjem, 915 

E, muscle, deficiency effect, Rodcruck, 

11 

> 1 — , transamination, Barber, 

Basinski, and Mattill, 17 

X 

Xanthine oxidase : Liver, determination, 

Ri'rhrrt WcStcrfcld, 

255 

Z 

Zinc; Blood, determination, trichloro- 




